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CONTEXT

Visitor data from some of the Department of Conservation’s (DOC) top visitor sites shows another busy season despite an overall slowing in
international visitor growth. International visitor arrivals to New Zealand have increased 43% in the last 5 years. In the year ending January 2019
compared with January 2018, overseas visitor arrivals were up 150,000 (4%) to a total of 3.8 million®. The estimated growth rate for international
visitors to national parks is higher at 9% per annum.

Currently, across New Zealand, around 3.9 million New Zealanders visit public conservation areas (from national parks to marine reserves) at least
once a year, alongside around 1.8 million international visitors.

Information about the data: This report outlines visitor trends (numbers include both domestic and international visitors) at popular DOC sites up to 28 February
2019. Visit estimates are based on activity counts with assumptions made to estimate annual visits to that particular site. Visitation to specific regions fluctuates

depending on multiple factors including weather.
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Visit estimates are based on vehicle movements.
The counters has been recently installed.
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1Source: International Travel and Migration, Stats NZ
2Source: Milford Sound Tourism Ltd (cruise passenger data)



