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WETLANDS are diverse for many reasons,  
and New Zealand has many sorts. They 
include bogs and marshes, swamps and 
seepages, and the edges of lakes, rivers 

and estuaries. Wetlands are important for  
biodiversity, birds, fish, plants and people.  

This book describes a recently-devised system  
for classifying and naming New Zealand  

wetland types, and provides an understanding  
of how wetlands work.

PETER JOHNSON  is a botanist and plant ecologist  
with Landcare Research in Dunedin. He has a particular 

interest in wetland ecology, and is the author,  
with Pat Brooke, of Wetland Plants in New Zealand.

PHILIPPE GERBEAUX  is Technical Support Officer with 
the Department of Conservation based in Hokitika  

(West Coast Conservancy), and is an expert  
in freshwater and wetland ecology.
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