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14 Jones & Tanner—Archaeological aerial survey of southern Hawke’s Bay coast

3. Archaeological survey results

The thematic map (Fig. 4) of the project area shows the distribution of pä, pit
concentrations and the approximate margin of pre-European settlement. The
distribution of sites follows the coastline in areas where the coast is accessible
by easy canoe landings, notably in the small, relatively sheltered bays such as
Whangaehu or Blackhead Beach. Sites are also distributed along the major
rivers, particularly the Porangahau (see Fig. 4 detail) and the Mangakuri Rivers.
In some areas, sites are up to 5 or 6 km inland, particularly at Porangahau, with
lowland sites between meanders of the Porangahau River. At Porangahau too,
access for settlement has been gained from the lower reaches of the river across
truncated dunes and colluvial fans to the hill country. Many sites in these
dunelands are probably unrecorded.

Many pits are recorded at Whangaehu, Porangahau and Kairäkau. Pits are up
to 6 km inland at Porangahau, mainly because it is a large river valley, while at
the smaller valleys of Whangaehu and Kairäkau they are up to 3 km inland. The
most extensive concentration of pits in the Porangahau catchment is on the
northern side of the river. The two greatest concentrations of pä are at
Porangahau and Kairäkau; the latter is Allen’s (1994) Manawaräkau polity, an
area with a single paramount chief. They are placed on the hills overlooking the
Mangakuri River gorge, and as much as 5.5 km upstream. In contrast, at
Porangahau, there are two remarkable pä on river bends, both with storage pits,
and further pä on ridgelines overlooking the lower river.

Most of the site maps were drawn from the 13 purpose-flown aerial photographic
runs taken on 4 February and 16 June 1998. In total, 109 new sites were recorded,
79 of which were mapped in detail. The remaining 30 were observed on
conventional aerial photographs at a scale too small to obtain enough detail to
warrant mapping. A further 15 sites were re-recorded, and mapped or remapped. A
list of sites is given in Appendix 2, and the following chapter contains a description
of some of them.

Six pä were recorded for the first time with the NZAA site recording scheme.
Nine previously unrecorded historic sites have now been recorded, six of
which are ditch and bank fences. The majority of the sites recorded for the first
time were storage pits, totalling 73 (including four raised-rim pit sites). One of
the more unusual observations was site V24/99 (Fig. 4 detail), a number of
possible ovens. These were evident on the aerial photographs as black circular
patches visible in a ploughed field.

Seaward of the modern township of Porangahau, some important discoveries
were made on the alluvial fan of the river which has (or had) a number of
meanders and broad points. Two of these points have major pä (V24/95 and
V24/121). The latter was recorded from conventional aerial photographs and it
is thought that its surface features are now ploughed down. Buchanan (1973)
gave a plan of the Porangahau area showing a number of named settlements on
either side of the river below the present township. Owing to the small scale
(i.e. imprecision) of this plan, we could not relate any of these names to the
sites described below. Nor is it possible to relocate places mentioned by Ballara
(1995: 17) in her account of social organisation in the eighteenth century in
Porangahau. It is recommended that tangata whenua be approached for
assistance on relocating the sites which relate to these place names.

Key for line drawings in
Figs 5–23.
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