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POSSUM CONTROL OPERATIONS IN NORTHLAND IN THE 1970s AND 1980s
AND THEIR IMPACTS ON KIWI

Most possum hunting was by using cyanide paste. It was easy to apply and operators could
get a return more quickly than by using traps. Cyanide paste was also lighter to carry,
especially when hunting areas were remote. With trapping you had to check your trapline
every day and wait a day to skin the possums.

Poisoning

In the 1970s, 400 cyanide licences were issued in one year. Possuming peaked in 1987 then
dropped right off. Very little is being done at all now (early 1990s).

Cyanide was the poison used because the possums died on the spot. 1080 and phosphorus
have also been used recently mainly for pest control. Cyanide is laid in the following
manner: A blob of cyanide paste is squeezed out of the tube like this:

(actual size)

This is then covered by the lure which had a flour base.

Lures used in the late 1970s and 1980s were: cloves, curry powder, oil of wintergreen (these
were the main ones with cloves (ground) being the top choice). Other lures used were:
raspberry, cinnamon, magnolia, eucalyptus oil and orange.

If one person went through an area poisoning possums and did not do very well, the next
person that covered that area would change the lures used.

Some possums were found with suspected egg shells in their guts and others were observed
eating sheep remains.

Trapping

Traps were used extensively in the Bay.of Islands area, mainly by the Pest Board personnel
(John Bannister).

Most kiwi caught or killed were by traps, mostly by inexperienced trappers. Professionals
avoided kiwi because it affected their returns monetary-wise.

Most kiwi caught were on wet nights especially in pine country.

Four trappers who caught kiwi:-

(a)

	

10 years - 8 kiwi

	

)
(b)

	

6 years - 1 kiwi

	

)
(c)

	

15 years - 5 kiwi

	

)
(d)

	

10 years - 3 kiwi

	

)

Number trapped (and usually released)



In my experience most kiwi deaths were caused by the following:

dogs
land development
mustelids, cats
trapping

Kiwi are on a bigger decline and I believe this is now because of possums and mustelids
(mainly ferrets) - Tangihua, Kaipara, Tapuhi, Ngunguru etc.

Trappers

The following trappers would be able to supply additional information:-

Frank Steiner: Baldock Road - Brynderwyns, Mareretu State Forest down to Wellsford.

Doug Kay and Ronnie Kay (son): Farm at end of Tangihua Road (farmer).

Murray Child: Owns area at Tangihua (locality itself) (farmer).

Milton Parker: Waimatenui.

John Bannister: Ohaeawai - Kaikohe area.

Don Fenwick: Whangarei County Council.

A look at the poisons book at Wrightsons would give an idea of how much poison was being
used and by whom and where they lived.

MAF could give an indication of poisons licences issued over whatever period you wanted
to know. See Winston Kake.

Geographical Areas

The following table summarises my knowledge of possum control operations in Northland.
The intensity of cyaniding and trapping is ranked on a 0-3 scale (nil to high intensity).
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