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Refine development/project design 
Field work will likely be required to provide more detail. It is possible that 
irreplaceable and vulnerable values could be discovered. In that case, undertake a 
more detailed site assessment.  

 
 
 
 
 

Not all adverse 
impacts can be 
remedied. 

Adverse impacts on 
indigenous biodiversity 
cannot be fully 
remedied. 

Adverse impacts on indigenous biodiversity 
can be fully or partially remedied. 

Adverse impacts on 
indigenous biodiversity 
reach limit of 
avoidance and 
minimisation. 

Adverse impacts on indigenous biodiversity 
cannot be avoided or minimised. 

Adverse impacts on 
high-value1 aspects 
cannot be further 
avoided or minimised. 

Adverse impacts on high value1  
aspects can be avoided or minimised. 

Project design 

More detailed design. Where will 
structures and areas be 
developed? What adverse 
ecological impacts could occur as 
a consequence? 

Reduce 
overall 

ecological 
impact 

Design remediation 
package. 

Residual adverse 
effects 

Reduce 
high-value 

impacts 

Document project 
changes made to avoid 
or minimise ecological 
impacts. 

Redesign and/or 
refine project.  

Remedy2 
remaining 
adverse 
impacts 

If high-value1 aspects still present, 
then obtaining consent and 
undertaking mitigation could be 
difficult and costly. Consider  
further refinement or alternative 
location if biodiversity offset 
sought. 

1. High-value biodiversity features are assumed to be irreplaceable 
and vulnerable features as per the 
Limits_to_Offsetting_in_New_Zealand  

2. Can include on-site mitigation for adverse effects. Examples could 
be electrical lines carried below an insulator to prevent 
electrocution of perching falcons or other birds, avoiding a species’ 
breeding season, maintaining a specified distance from active 
nests, shutting down equipment during key sensitivity periods. 
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