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Edward Ellison   
Chairperson, New Zealand Conservation Authority  
PO Box 10420 
Wellington 6143 
 

 
Tēnā koe Edward 
 

I submit, in terms of section 6O of the Conservation Act 1987, the annual report of 
the Northland Conservation Board (the board) for the period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 
2022.  The Conservation Act requires that the board report each year to the New 
Zealand Conservation Authority on its operations.  

While another challenging year, both working within the Covid environment and sadly, 
personal challenges within our team, we have been productive.   

 
The Board has worked together on a number of strong submissions.  These include 
advocating against sand mining at Pakiri and the government review of reclassification 
of stewardship land, in which there are some serious concerns, both in process and 
approach. 
 
A key focus for 2021/22 was the rollout of a pilot initiative – Arohatia te Taiao, 
supported by the Department of Conservation.    
 
With a community-led, independent approach, the aim was to provide a foundation 
for the development of our next CMS, along with identifying key priorities and 
articulating Northlanders' aspirations.  In a nutshell, to help ensure strategy and 
action align with community aspirations - to create a legacy that we can all be proud 
of.    
 
The Findings are insightful.  There’s a call for ‘community-led; government 
facilitated’ approaches to addressing the numerous challenges facing Northland.  
Community asking leaders to ‘flick the switch,’ to be part of resetting our approach 
in how we interact with the natural environment.   
 
The key is to put Te Taiao/the natural environment back at the centre of all decision-
making. To recognise and learn to work with the flow of Mother Nature – a Te Ao 
Māori approach, which simply acknowledges the interconnectedness and 
interrelationship of all living and non-living things. 
 
 
 

 



   

 

The collective wisdom freely offered by our communities proposed a systems 
approach that is localised to meet the needs and desires of our local communities, 
recognising that local success can and will have a positive impact on the wider 
challenges that humanity faces. 
 
The findings show a perceived disconnect between humanity and our natural 
environment.  Our current trajectory suggests the continued demise of our natural 
resources and serious challenges moving forward if we continue as we are.  It will 
require a rethink. A move from take, use and dump to a circular system that 
mitigates all aspects of the process.  
 
For full details on the findings, we encourage you to visit: 
https://www.arohatiatetaiao.kiwi/ 
 
We are grateful to our neighbours for their continuing mahi; Te Hiku Conservation 
Board and the Auckland Conservation Board.  We continue to enjoy a strengthening 
relationship with both and are eager to support the revitalised CMS for Te Hiku.  
 
Attending the National Chair’s Conference late last year, was a personal highlight.  It 
was great to meet with like-minded leaders and hear of all the amazing mahi being 
undertaken around the country.   
 
Hugely grateful to our Northland Iwi, Hapu and communities that are at the ‘coal 
face’ of much of this mahi.  They undertake and deliver some serious outcomes, in 
what can be an overwhelming and difficult journey at times.  Our backyard is so 
much better for them. 
 
This is my last report as a member of the Board, having stepped down as Chair at the 
end of March.  In my almost five years working alongside other committed and 
passionate Board members, it has been my pleasure to be part of an evolving 
kaupapa.  I believe that there is much Boards can offer in this sector, as independent 
advocates for their communities.  

They just need to be empowered to do so. 

 

Nō reira 

E noho ora mai 

Tania McInnes 
Chairperson July 2021 – March 2022 
Te Rūnanga Papa Atawhai o Te Tai Tokerau / Northland Conservation Board 
 
‘Manawa ora o te taiao – hope for our natural world’ 

https://www.arohatiatetaiao.kiwi/
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https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/statutory-and-advisory-bodies/conservation-boards/te-hiku-o-te-ika/
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https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FNorthlandConservationBoardNZ&data=04%7C01%7Ccdixonwest%40doc.govt.nz%7C49086733e5fb4e410c2c08d980070847%7Cf0cbb24fa2f6498fb5366eb9a13a357c%7C0%7C0%7C637681590789392573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XGDyCE7nuxi2lVWy9KmzA3EdJHFGDgb3sczvcIEwJxw%3D&reserved=0
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1 This section should include conservation board functions relating to statutory functions under section 6M 
of the Conservation Act 
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2 This section could include where conservation boards are consulted on pest control operations 
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https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/statutory-and-advisory-bodies/conservation-boards/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/statutory-and-advisory-bodies/conservation-boards/
mailto:northlandconservationboard@doc.govt.nz

