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1. Introduction

Geometria were engaged by Laura Buttimore Planning to undertake a heritage assessment of the
North Egmont Chalet, as part of the redevelopment of the North Egmont Visitor’s Centre. The
existing visitors centre will be demolished and replaced with the new North Taranaki Visitors Centre,
Te Papa-Kura-O-Taranaki, in a project being undertaken by Department of Conservation Te Papa
Atawhai and Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa.

Due to the previous presence of the significant 1912 North Egmont Chalet on the property, a heritage
assessment was requested for the structure, in its demolished state. This report is both a heritage
assessment and an archaeological assessment of effects for the project.

This report does not seek to specifically locate or identify wahi tapu or other places of cultural or
spiritual significance to Maori. Such assessments may only be made by Tangata Whenua who may be
approached independently of this report for advice.

1.1.  Location and Proposed Works

The development of the North Taranaki Visitors Centre, Te Papa-Kura-O-Taranaki is located at the
existing North Egmont Visitor’s Centre, on Egmont Road, within the Egmont National Park. The
following land parcels, which are on National Park and Public Conservation Land managed by Te Papa
Atawhai respectively, may be impacted by the works (Figure 1):

e Part Egmont National Park SO Plan 10039
e Part Section 2 Block XIV Egmont SD

The proposed works include the demolition of the existing visitor’s centre on the site and building a
new centre on a similar footprint. A temporary visitors centre will be established at the upper
carpark, for the approximately two years of construction. Detailed plans of works are included in
Appendix 4: Project Plans.

1.2. Methodology
The research for this report consisted of a desktop study, which examined the following sources:

e NZAA ArchSite database.

e Modern aerial photography (c.2000 — 2020).
e 3D LIDAR DEM and DSM (2019).

e Historic aerial photography back to 1944.

e Historic survey plans from ¢.1840 to ¢.1940.
e Papers Past newspaper records.

e DigitalNZ.org historic imagery.

e New Plymouth District Plan.

1.3. Limitations

The Camphouse, NZAA site P20/132, is the nearest recorded archaeological site to the project. The
project is specifically designed to not impact the Camphouse, and therefore the Camphouse is only
discussed briefly in this assessment. A site visit was not undertaken for this assessment, as the author
is very familiar with the location, and the Chalet is no longer visible on site. Plans for services for the
project were not available, only the substantial Project Plans as seen in Appendix 4: Project Plans.
However, this is not expected to affect the assessment recommendations.
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Figure 1: Location of proposed Visitor’s Centre developments, including temporary Visitor’s Centre locations.
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2. Statutory Requirements

There are two main pieces of legislation in New Zealand that control work affecting heritage sites.
These are the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA) and the Resource
Management Act 1991 (RMA).

2.1. Conservation Act 1987

The Conservation Act 1987 established the Department of Conservation Te Papa Atawhai and directs
the administration and management of all land and resources under the Department's control (other
Acts also direct the administration and management of public conservation land). The functions of
the Department as set out in section 6 of the Act are:

(a) to manage for conservation purposes, all land, and all other natural and historic resources, for
the time being held under this Act, and all other land and natural and historic resources whose
owner agrees with the Minister that they should be managed by the Department:

(ab) to preserve so far as is practicable all indigenous freshwater fisheries, and protect recreational
freshwater fisheries and freshwater fish habitats:

(b) to advocate the conservation of natural and historic resources generally:
(c) to promote the benefits to present and future generations of —

(i) the conservation of natural and historic resources generally and the natural and historic
resources of New Zealand in particular; and

(i) the conservation of the natural and historic resources of New Zealand’s sub-antarctic
islands and, consistently with all relevant international agreements, of the Ross Dependency
and Antarctica generally; and

(iii) international co-operation on matters relating to conservation:

(d) to prepare, provide, disseminate, promote, and publicise educational and promotional material
relating to conservation:

(e) to the extent that the use of any natural or historic resource for recreation or tourism is not
inconsistent with its conservation, to foster the use of natural and historic resources for
recreation, and to allow their use for tourism:

(f) to advise the Minister on matters relating to any of those functions or to conservation
generally:

(g) every other function conferred on it by any other enactment.

Note that “historic resource” in the Conservation Act means means a historic place within the
meaning of the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (see below); and includes any
interest in a historic resource. While the HNZPTA includes a minimum age limit for historic heritage,
this is not the case for historic heritage on Te Papa Atawhai managed land, for which there is no age
limit.

Section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987 states "This Act shall so be interpreted and administered as to
give effect to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.
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Conservation Boards are established under section 6L of the Conservation Act 1987. The functions
and powers of the Conservation Boards are set out in sections 6M and 6N of the Act.

The Egmont National Park Management Plan guides the overall management of the park (Department
of Conservation 2002), but this was only in effect from 2002 — 2012 and appears to be only the de
facto Management Plan currently.

2.2.  Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014

Heritage New Zealand administers the HNZPTA. It contains a consent (authority) process for any work
affecting archaeological sites, where an archaeological site is defined as:

a) Any place in New Zealand, including any building or structure (or part of a building or
structure), that -

b) Was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900 or is the site of the wreck of
any vessel where the wreck occurred before 1900; and

c) Provides or may provide, through investigation by archaeological methods, evidence relating
to the history of New Zealand; and

d) Includes a site for which a declaration is made under section 43(1)

Any person who intends carrying out work that may modify or destroy an archaeological site, must
first obtain an authority from Heritage New Zealand. The process applies to sites on land of all tenure
including public, private, and designated land. The HNZPTA contains penalties for unauthorised site
damage or destruction.

The archaeological authority process applies to all archaeological sites, regardless of whether:

a) Thesite is recorded in the NZ Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme or included
in the Heritage New Zealand List,

b) The site only becomes known about as a result of ground disturbance, and/ or

c) The activity is permitted under a district or regional plan, or a resource or building consent
has been granted.

Heritage New Zealand also maintains the New Zealand Heritage List/ Rarangi Korero of Historic Places,
Historic Areas, Wahi Tupuna, Wahi Tapu and Wahi Tapu Areas. The List can include archaeological
sites. Its purpose is to inform members of the public about such places.
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2.3. Resource Management Act 1991

The RMA requires City, District and Regional Councils to manage the use, development, and
protection of natural and physical resources in a way that provides for the wellbeing of today’s
communities while safeguarding the options of future generations. The protection of historic
heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and development is identified as a matter of national
importance (section 6f).

Historic heritage is defined as those natural and physical resources that contribute to an
understanding and appreciation of New Zealand's history and cultures, derived from archaeological,
architectural, cultural, historic, scientific, or technological qualities.

Historic heritage includes:

Q

historic sites, structures, places, and areas

O

)

) archaeological sites;

c) sites of significance to Maori, including wahi tapu;
)

(o

surroundings associated with the natural and physical resources (RMA section 2).

These categories are not mutually exclusive, and some archaeological sites may include above ground
structures or may also be places that are of significance to Maori.

Where resource consent is required for any activity the assessment of effects is required to address
cultural and historic heritage matters (RMA 4th Schedule and the district plan assessment criteria).
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3. Background

The key built heritage that may be impacted by the proposed development is the North Egmont
Chalet, a visitor accommodation constructed in 1912 and demolished in 1977. This building was
variously referred to by the following names:

e North Egmont Chalet

e North Egmont Hostel / Hostelry or North Egmont Motor Hostel

e North Egmont House

e Mount Egmont Hostel / Hostelry

e North Egmont Mountain House (not to be confused with the Stratford Mountain House, or
the Camphouse, which was also sometimes referred to as the Mountain House).

The most common name given in historical texts is some variation of Hostel, and Frank Messenger,
the architect for the build, referred to it as a Hostel when he sought tenders for its construction, so
that term will generally be used to refer to the North Egmont Chalet within this document.

3.1. Timeline

A brief timeline of events related to the North Egmont Hostel is included in Table 1. The bulk of the
historical references are included in Appendix 2: Historical Reference Material.

Table 1: Brief history of the North Egmont Chalet and Hostel

1910 | Lease granted by the National Park Board for the hostel (Appendix 2: Figure 28).

1911 | Frank Messenger’s plan for the hostel was adopted (Appendix 2: Figure 29).

1911 | Tenders for a builder were advertised by Messenger (Appendix 2: Figure 30).

1912 | Chalet officially opened by the Governor, Lord Islington. Cost of building was approximately
£2,500.
1914 | Regular motor bus service to the chalet is established (Figure 2).

1927 | The National Park Board deviated the road to the hostel and levelled the space in front of
the hostel building (Appendix 2: Figure 32).
1928 | A new dining room, lounge and portico was opened by the Minister of the Tourist

Department, Hon. W. Nosworthy, commemorating Mr Newton King (Appendix 2: Figure
34).
1928 | An extension and heating upgrade was completed (Appendix 2: Figure 35).

1929 | The Prime Minister visits the hostel (Appendix 2: Figure 36).

1929 | The Park Board completes tar sealing of the road through the reserve. Prior to this the
access was a dirt road (Figure 3).
1930 | The Governor-General and his wife visit the Chalet (Figure 4).

1930 | The hostel pleads for public support, touting benefits of creating interest in mountaineering
and the associated health benefits (Appendix 2: Figure 37).

1932 | Ownership of the North Egmont Hostel Ltd transfers to the Park Board. Was run at a loss,
as the improved road meant that people tended to visit for day trips only, rather than
staying at the hostel, during the economic depression (Appendix 2: Figure 38).

1977 | Hostel is demolished.
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Figure 2: Newspaper photographs of the first motor-bus service between New Plymouth and the North Egmont Chalet
(Auckland Weekly News, 19 November 1914, p.48)
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ACCESSIBILITY OF TARANAKI'S SENTINEL: THE ROAD TO MOUNT
EGMONT HOUSE FROM THE NEW PLYMOUTH SIDE.
W. D. Johns, Photo.

Figure 3: 1919 photograph showing the dirt road access to the North Egmont Hostel (Auckland Weekly News, 3 April 1919,
p.37)
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Figure 4: 1930 newspaper spread detailing the visit of the Governor-General to the Egmont Chalet (Auckland Weekly News,
25 June 1930, p.37)
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3.2.  The Camphouse

The Camphouse (NZAA site P20/132, Figure 5) is a significant historical site located in the wider North
Egmont Visitors’ Centre complex. The Camphouse was originally part of the barracks at Marsland Hill
Barracks, and in 1891 was sledged up to the current location, where it served as accommaodation for
visitors. It was known as Tahurangi House until 1913, then the Old House until 1977, and following
the demolition of the hostel it was renamed the Camphouse. This is a regionally significant building,
managed by Department of Conservation under a Conservation Plan. The proposed works have been
designed to not impact the Camphouse, which is well removed from all works.

Figure 5: Two images of the Camphouse, an 1892 drawing, top (Auckland Libraries: NZG-18920319-0281-03) and a ¢.1900
photograph, bottom (NatLib: Eph-B-POSTCARD-Vol-7-038-btm).
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3.3.  Cottage

Additional accommodation was available at the North Egmont complex prior to the establishment of
the hostel, in addition to the Camphouse. At least one cottage was present, approximately 80m from
the Camphouse. The exact location is unclear, but photographs and paintings (Figures 6 - 8) show it
relatively close to the Camphouse, suggesting it was one of the two to three buildings shown in
various survey plans approximately 80m east of the Camphouse. See Figure 9 and the discussion of
survey plan evidence in Section 3.3, below.

The Camphouse and Cottage should be considered the precursors to the later hostel. They allowed
for visitors to experience the new national park, in the age when the access road was so undeveloped
that an overnight stay was required. Neither the Camphouse nor the Cottage will be impacted by the
proposed works, but they are an important part of the greater North Egmont visitor complex and are
critical to understanding the heritage value of both the individual parts of the experience, and the
overall complex.

THE MOUNTAIN HOUSE AND NEW COUTAGE. EASTERN PARK, MOUNT EGMONT, TARANAKIL Morrison. Photo.. Stratford.

Figure 6: 1902 photograph of the cottage with the Camphouse in the background. Cottage is noted as “new” (Auckland
Libraries AWNS-19020410-08-04).
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Figure 8: 1923 painting by Bernard Aris showing the cottage and the Camphouse (Puke Ariki: A70.069).
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3.4.  Survey Plans and Aerial Photographs

A range of historical survey plans are available covering the visitors centre site, both prior to and
subsequent to visitors’ centre developments. A summary of the information discussed below is
included in Figure 9, organised by survey plan year.

The very earliest survey plans of the Egmont National Park date detail the tourist track to the summit,
as well as the Mountain House, known today as the Camphouse, such as in the 1904 roll plan (Figure
10). Earlier, in 1900 (Figure 11), the Camphouse is referred to as “Egmont House”, a name that would
later be applied to the Hostel. In the 1925 roll plan (Figure 12) the Hostel had not yet been added,
despite having been open for 13 years at that time. By 1934 (Figure 13) both the Camphouse
(referred to as the “Old House”) and the North Egmont Hostel are detailed. The notation “P.0” on
this plan probably denotes the Point of Origin of the survey, but could refer to Post Office, as this was
approximately the location of a telephone hut.

The 1945 roll plan (Figure 14) details the Hostel as “North Egmont House”, and includes the locations
of the Camphouse, cottages, and other buildings. By this point the Hostel had taken the name
“Egmont House”, rather than the Camphouse which held it previously.

Note that very early survey plans of the maunga detail some Maori activity, particularly known access
tracks to the mountain, and the locations of kokowai deposits (Figure 14). In the 1879 roll plan
(Figure 15) only one track is detailed up the maunga, leading from the end of Mangorei Road, up to
Bells Falls in the Pouakai Ranges. Historical survey plans do not indicate significant Maori use of this
specific area; however, this is not in itself evidence of a lack of Maori presence at the site. Tangata
whenua may hold further information about their use of the maunga.

Beyond the general roll plans covering the park, specific survey plans detail the development of the
area that would eventually become the hostel. The 1911 plan SO 4012 (Figure 16) details the
immediate area of the future Hostel, at the time that Frank Messenger was preparing for it to be
built. Within a large clearing the location of the future hostel is noted as “New House”. The first plan
to detail the new hostel is in 1925 (Figure 17), when the original hostel footprint is detailed, as well as
numerous other buildings in the area, including the Camphouse, cottages, and toilet blocks. This is
the only plan to specifically detail a croquet lawn at the front of the hostel, an interesting feature that
was no longer noted in 1953 (Figure 18), when a new tennis court is noted to the east of the croquet
lawn. At this point the hostel is referred to as the “North Egmont Motor Hostel”. Multiple carparks
had been established at this time. The tennis courts were noted as disused just six years later in 1959
(Figure 19).

Early aerial photographs of the National Park area are limited, with the only relevant sets being from
1965 (Figure 20) prior to the demolition of the hostel, and 1982 (Figure 21) after the demolition. Due
to the difficulties of flying aerial photograph across a steep landscape like Mt Taranaki, these flights
are of low resolution and not helpful for showing any features not otherwise detailed in early survey
plans.
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Figure 9: Plan summarising the information contained in the survey plans discussed below. Note that variable survey plan
accuracy has been attempted to be accounted for in this plan.
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Figure 10: Detail of 1904 roll plan showing the tourist track to the Mountain House (Camphouse — indicated in red) and the
summit.
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Figure 11: Detail of 1900 roll plan noting the Camphouse as “Egmont House”, indicated in red.
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Figure 12: Detail of 1925 roll plan showing the tourist track to the Mountain House (Camphouse) and the summit.
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Figure 13: Detail of 1934 roll plan showing the Old House (Camphouse), North Egmont Hostel, an P.O.
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Figure 14: Detail of 1945 roll plan, showing the North Egmont House and associated buildings. Kokowai is indicated in red.
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Figure 15: Detail of 1879 roll plan, showing an existing track to Bells Falls.




Heritage Assessment: North Taranaki Visitor’s Centre

Figure 16: Detail of SO 4012 (1911) showing the clearing in which the Hostel would be built, with “New House” noted.
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Figure 17:Detail of SO 6675 (1925) showing the new hostel, croquet lawn, Camphouse (Old House), cottage, and other
buildings.
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Figure 18: Detail of SO 8588 (1953), showing the “North Egmont Motor Hostel”, Tennis Court, Car Park, Cabins, and other
buildings.
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Figure 19: Detail of SO 8977 (1959), detailing the North Egmont Hostel, cabins, and discussed tennis courts.
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Figure 20: Detail of 1965 aerial photograph showing the NTVC complex.
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Figure 21: Detail of 1982 aerial photograph showing the NTVC complex.
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4. Heritage Assessment

The assessment of the heritage values of the North Egmont Hostel considers both the building as it
was, the remnants of the building as they are today, and the historical significance of the building —
it’s place within the cultural history of its community. The historical significance of the North Egmont
Hostel begins with its designer, the architect Frank Messenger.

4.1. Frank Messenger

The North Egmont Hostel was designed by Frank Messenger, and built by Boon Brothers Ltd, a
prominent local construction company, in 1912.

Frank Messenger was one of Taranaki’s most significant and prolific architects, and his design touch is
seen in a vast number of historically significant buildings in Taranaki. Francis (Frank) John Messenger
was born on 4™ July 1865 to William and Arabella Messenger. William was the oldest son (and second
child) of William and Mary Messenger, who had immigrated to New Plymouth from London in 1853
(Pritchard 1994, pp. 6-10).

Frank was born into the immediate post-war environment and became an enthusiastic rifleman and
held the rank of Lieutenant in the Taranaki Guards (ibid. p. 7). He was educated at New Plymouth and
served with the architect H.J.T Edmonds for four years, who was notable for the three-storey wooden
convent for the Sisters of our Lady of Missions, built in 1884.

Messenger went to Melbourne, Australia in 1883, working for the architectural firm Oakden and
Kemp for ten years, continuing to engage in his rifleman pursuits alongside his employment. He
married his second cousin Lucie Messenger on 14 March 1889, in Melbourne. They returned to New
Plymouth in 1893, and Frank started his own architecture practice (Figure 22), designing many
significant commercial buildings, church buildings and residences in New Plymouth and the wider
district. From 1909 some of his work was in collaboration (as the firm Percival and Messenger) with
Mr William Edward Percival, and architect and Mayor of Inglewood, an affiliation that lasted until
c.1914.

In 1917 he entered partnership with the local architect Mr H.V.S Griffith, with Mr W. Taylor joining
the partnership in 1920. After the dissolution of the partnership, Messenger and Taylor were
partners until Messenger’s death on 11 October 1945, at the age of eighty.

Frank trained as an architect through design observation, imitation and development (ibid. p. 5). He
had a career as an architect in Taranaki over 66 years from 1879-1945, leaving a lasting impact on the
architecture of the region, designing hospitals, schools, churches, and business buildings. He was a
very detail-oriented architect, with attention paid to the smallest of design elements, which is
highlighted in many of his surviving works. At least 315 buildings in Taranaki were designed either by
Messenger himself, or in partnership (ibid.). Ultimately Messenger was a small-town architect, but he
had an oversized contribution to that “small town”.

As New Plymouth develops, more and more of Messenger’s buildings are being destroyed, and his
imprint on the architectural landscape of Taranaki is being lost, with the remaining evidence of his
work becoming increasingly more critical to preserve. Some of the most notable buildings designed
by Messenger include:

e St Mary’s Church North Transept, Lady Chapel, and Peace Hall
e New Plymouth Fire Station
e Taranaki Jockey Club
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e Carnegie Library and Museum (King Street), now part of Puke Ariki
e Inglewood Town Hall

e New Plymouth High School Boarding House

e New Plymouth Boys High School Carrington House

e St Johns Anglican Church, Kaimata

e St Andrews Church, Inglewood

e Cenotaph

e Sisters of our Lady of Missions

e Barrett St Hospital Nurses Home

e New Plymouth Girls High School New School

Figure 22: Frank Messenger's introductory note.
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4.2. Bungalow Design

The overall design language utilised by Messenger for the North Egmont Chalet was a localised spin
on the Californian Bungalow, an architectural style imported from America. By 1910 the exuberant,
formal, laced villa gave way to the more casual designs of the bungalow. These bungalows
represented a more casual approach to architecture, in contrast to the formality of the villa. Although
the bungalow style was a direct import from America, the style grew from various sources including
Japan, India and Spain (Salmond 1986, p. 186). By 1918 no builders were advertising new houses in
the villa style in New Zealand, so it is not surprising that Messenger chose the emerging style of the
bungalow for the Chalet.

In New Zealand the “bungalow style” was more of a buzzword than a formal style, initially
representing “not villa” more than any particular style (ibid. p. 187), and in the 1910s many
bungalows were really just villas with bungalow trimmings. This led to a style of house that was
transitional — with the awkwardness of a villa, but the fresher style of a bungalow.

The bungalow design language brought wide eaves, deep porches, heavy beams and thick tapered
piers, massive chimneys, and shingles for the walls. The New Zealand take included bow and bay
windows, casement-and-fanlight windows, corrugated iron roofs and weatherboard walls (ibid. p.
189). The defining feature of the style was the roof. Until 1925 the gable roof was typical, with a
dominant single span and secondary roofs covering porches on all sides. With more complicated floor
plans the roof could become very fragmented, with the main roof lost in a sea of bargeboards and
ridges. Typically, the bungalow style was simply finished, but some designs had flourishes of
decoration, such as scalloped bargeboards.

Porch spans were often very wide, with arches being uncommon for the style internationally, but
more frequently utilised within a New Zealand context. Fireplaces moved to the outer walls from the
villa’s more central placement. Although the roof was the dominant variation from the villas that
came before, the design and position of windows and doors was also a marked difference from what
came before. More variation in window size was adopted, with casement-fanlight combinations
introduced, often in great numbers along a wall, to introduce more light into rooms (ibid. p. 194). The
bay window of the villa remained in bungalows, eventually evolving into curved bow windows,
protruding from the walls and corners of the building.

By 1910, kauri, the dominant building material of villas, had become scarce due to the bulk of it being
exported to Australia, and so other native timbers began to be harvested and milled in greater
volumes. The American bungalows were built with Oregon pine (Douglas fir), cedar and redwood,
and large shipments of exotic timbers started to flood into New Zealand, particularly Oregon pine and
cedar. By 1927 native timbers were being milled enough to replace the imported timbers, and
construction moved to timbers such as rimu, matai and pdariri. It is unclear what timber was used to
construct the Chalet, but it was most likely a mixture of rimu, matai and some rata, based on other
buildings designed by Messenger, who was always very specific on which materials should be used
where.

Building foundations adapted to the new design changes also. Glazed ceramic piles started to replace
totara or pariri house blocks from 1910 and concrete piles became cheap and commonplace from
1920, although wooden foundations remained common throughout the 1920s (ibid. pp. 202-3). Solid
concrete foundations became critical to support stucco finishes, lest cracking occur with foundation
movement.
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Average bungalow wall heights dropped from the high ceilings of the early transitional bungalows
down to approximately 2.75m, and the pitch of the roof fell from the early bungalow’s typical 30° to
between 15° - 20°. Rafter spacings also increased. In contrast to their American siblings, the
weatherboard remained the dominant wall covering in New Zealand bungalows, as it had been for
villas, however from 1920 the heavy boxed corner gave way to the more subtle mitred corner,
protected with a metal soaker, which had been invented in American in 1914.

Bungalows were generally sheet lined internally, and sometimes externally, which was a cheap, self-
finished and low maintenance option as timber became scarcer and more expensive. These linings
included asbestos cement sheets, initially imported from England under the “Poilite” brand, and later
from Australia as “Fibrolite”. These boards were 5mm thick, and 0.45 — 1.2m wide and were easily
cut and nailed.

Stucco became common in the bungalow style. While in America this cement mix was applied over
brick, in New Zealand it was commonly applied directly over sheet materials such as asbestos cement
board, which was an effective water proofer (ibid. pp. 204-5). Gibraltar sheeting was also used as a
stucco backer, being a gypsum board backed with paper, the namesake of the modern “Gib” board.
These boards were coated in bitumen before the stucco was applied.

While in the dry Californian climate, bungalow roofs were typically covered in cedar shingles, this was
uncommon in New Zealand, requiring a steeper roof pitch to remain watertight. Instead, corrugated
iron was more commonly used, allowing the pitch to remain true to the Californian low pitch style.
Asbestos cement or slate tiles were also sometimes used.

4.3.  North Egmont Hostel Design

The style of the North Egmont Hostel was distinctly bungalow, but it was not entirely typical, partly
due to its size and function. Evidence of the design and construction of the chalet comes in two
forms. In 1911 a newspaper article (Figure 29) details Messenger’s plans for the construction of the
chalet. Itis well known that Messenger was a stickler for detail, and several photographs exist
showing the hostel which suggest that the plans were faithfully executed.

The details of the planned design of the hostel include:

e One storey building in the bungalow style.
e 125ft long and 40ft deep.
e Concrete walls.
o Rough cast exterior.
o Plastered interior.
e Front elevation including bold gables at either end.
o Right gable containing a dining room (28ft 6in by 22ft 6 inches).
o Left gable containing a smoke room and social room (each 17ft 6in by 14ft).
o Both sides accessible from the veranda through side doors.
e 8ft wide veranda spans between the gables, with a concrete floor.
e Main entrance at the centre of the veranda, covered with an ornamental gable.
e Main entrance opened to a hall 8ft wide.
o Leads to a corridor 4ft 6in wide, running the length of the building.
e Small manager’s office at the rear of the building.
e Three bedrooms on either side of the hall.
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o Two double rooms and four singles.

Eight single bedrooms on the southern side of the corridor, with two bathrooms.

At the rear of the dining room:

o Large kitchen with range.

o Store

o Scullery

o Back porch.
e large fireplaces in dining rooms, smokeroom, and social room.
e Dining room ceiling covered and beamed, in the bungalow style.

The external elements describe were all faithfully executed in the final build, as shown in photographs
from its early years. The only photographs able to be accessed for this assessment are of the front
elevation of the hostel, and due to the width of the hostel compared to its surroundings, most
photographs only include part of the frontage, as the photographer was likely unable to back far
enough away to capture the entirety of the frontage.

The highest quality early photograph is from the 1910s, probably not long after construction (Figure
23). The position of the hostel beneath Mt Taranaki is striking, and it is clear that careful
consideration was given to its placement and orientation by Messenger. The triangular gables of the
bungalow style are an architectural mimic of the imposing, triangular Mt Taranaki in the background
of the hostel —this is strikingly apparent in Figure 23. It is almost a certainty that it was the intention
of Messenger that the eye was drawn from the hostel to the maunga.

The carpark, which is dirt or gravel like the access track at the time, is edged by a raised stone
foundation, likely designed to make exiting cars easier for visitors, bringing the floor of the car level
with the platform. The stone turned circle in the centre is similarly designed for being able to be
driven to and disembarked onto. This would have been helpful if the carpark was muddy, or snow
covered. The carpark was just a turning circle, as space was restricted by the drop-off slope
immediately outside the carpark area (Figure 24). The central turning circle became overgrown with
vegetation in later photographs (Figure 25).

The concrete construction of the hostel is evident, and although it is not clear in most of the ¢.1910s
photograph, the rough exterior finish planned by Messenger is visible in the shadows of the veranda.

The flat gable end siding was accented with dark wooden stripe half-timbering, creating a striking
effect that was not typical in New Zealand bungalow designs but was not uncommon. The gable end
of the central entrance is an unusual design of vertical and horizontal half-timbering, topped with
wooden shingles (Figure 25). Each of the gable ends is topped with a gooseneck finial, an atypical
design choice, clearly specified by Messenger. By 1923 a flagpole had been erected replacing at least
the main entrance gable finial (Figure 26). Both gables at either end of the building are partial double
gables.

The roof was corrugated iron, in short run sheets (two sheets for the main roof and another for the
veranda). The roof pitch was 30°, typical for early bungalow design, but steeper than the later 15° -
20°. This was also likely a design choice to account for occasional snow accumulation.

The veranda features a shallow arch, which was a relatively common feature for the bungalow style.
It was supported by lightly tapered support posts, again typical of the early bungalow, and not as
flamboyantly stout as later bungalow designs.
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Windows in the side areas appear to be unequal sized sash windows with the shorter upper window
divided into 12 squares. Under the veranda, double hung sash windows reminiscent of the old villa
style are present, in contrast with the windows of the wings. Notably no casement windows seem to
have been used.

The North Egmont Hostel is an interesting piece of architecture, created by an architect with great
technical skill, during a period of architectural transition. Although distinctly bungalow in form, it still
retained some quirky references to the villas of a decade prior. The abundant double hung sash
windows are almost a love letter to the past, drafted by Messenger. The choice of half-timbering in
the unusual split double gable is an unusual choice, but this type of experimentation is typical of the
period, where the bungalow style was rapidly transforming from the villas of the past, to the
sometimes eclectically jumbled masterpieces that would come.

Messenger was designing the hostel, most likely, in 1910, the tail end of the villa period, and the
resulting designing is both extravagantly transitional, and yet cohesive within itself. Messenger had
not discarded the villa completely yet, there are still traces of the villas DNA in the hostel’s windows,
finials, and to a degree the roof, however he was clearly embracing the Californian bungalow with
fervour. The building techniques are distinctly bungalow, and for all intents and purposes it is
bungalow, despite being a public building, rather than a residence.

The hostel represents an important inflection point in New Zealand’s architectural history. The
carefully manicured designs of English villas were being discarded for more practical designs from the
new world. New construction techniques allowed for this transition, and in New Plymouth,
Messenger appears to have been at the forefront of it.

Although much of the hostel is gone, demolished within living memory, it is expected that at least
some of the foundation remain. The heavy concrete walls of the hostel would have had large
concrete foundations, which are expected to be present, either as concrete footprint, or as a visible
earthen footprint where the concrete was removed during demolition. Dave Rogers, of the
Department of Conservation, has noted that he observed the concrete foundations being buried
under the modern carparks during the Hostel’s demolition in 1977.

No extensive earthworks have taken place within the footprint of the original hostel, so there is every
reason to believe that at least some of the hostel may be recoverable through archaeological
investigation. In addition to the footprint of the hotel, some evidence of the following may remain
underneath the carparks (see Figure 9, page 19):

e The croquet area noted in 1925.

e The tennis courts noted between 1953-1959.

e Two buildings noted on survey plans at the rear of the hostel, one of which is noted as cabins.
These would be located under the proposed centre’s footprint.
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4.4.  North Egmont Hostel Impact

The North Egmont Hostel holds a relatively significant place in the Taranaki region. It formed a critical
part of the North Egmont visitor experience up until its demolition in 1977 and replacement with the
existing visitor’s centre. Although the Camphouse and cottages came before it, the establishment of
the Hostel provided a premium visitor experience beyond what the spartan Camphouse and cottages
provided. This allowed a broader range of visitors to comfortably visit Mt Taranaki, increasing park
visitor numbers significantly.

Hostel visitors were drawn to the natural beauty of the park, with a brochure from the 1920s extoling
the nature walks and features of botanical interest within walking distance of the hostel (Appendix 2:
Figure 39). This brochure notes:

As things are at present, people who lack the genius of the independent explorer
frequently stay at the mountain for a few days and come away without having seen
a quarter of the beautiful and interesting objects which lie within an hour’s stroll of
the hostel.

The establishment of the Hostel, and subsequent increased tourism, led directly to the 1929 tar
sealing of the access road, which led to a flood of tourism into the park. Ironically the Hostel became
victim to its own success, as the development of the road meant that tourists no longer needed to
stay at the hostel overnight to experience the park and day trips became commonplace. Although it
took another 50 years, this was ultimately what led to the demise of the Hostel — it was a beautiful
but built for another time. A modern visitor centre experience catering to day-trippers was a more
suitable establishment for this location, with any overnight stays catered for with the basic facilities of
the Camphouse.

The Visitors” Centre complex of today owes much to those buildings that came before it, which
opened the park to the public. The Hostel was part of this push to bring people to the park, making it
a significant aspect of the tourism of Taranaki.
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Figure 23: ¢.1910s photograph of the North Egmont Hostel (ATL: PA-Group-00719).
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Figure 24: ¢.1910s photograph of the North Egmont Hostel, showing the entirety of the front elevation (Hocken: E5577/20).
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Figure 25: 1914 photograph of the main entrance to the North Egmont Hostel (Auckland Libraries: 499-ALB116F-01-03)
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Figure 26: ¢.1923 photograph of the North Egmont Hostel, showing a flagpole erected on the central gable front (Puke Ariki: WD.009803).
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Figure 27: Undated photograph of the chalet, probably later in its life, showing changes to the area in front of the building (Hocken: E5582/1)
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4.5. Heritage Values

Although guidelines exist for the investigation, recording and heritage assessment of built structures
(HNZPT 2018), these are not particularly relevant now that the structure has been demolished and
entirely covered over with carpark. As such it is best examined as an archaeological site.

HNZPT have established criteria to determine the archaeological (and other) values of heritage sites
that may be affected by the development (HNZPT 2019, pp. 9-10), however Waka Kotahi provides
standard criteria for assessing Historic heritage (NZTA 2015, pp. 15-16), which expands upon that
provided by HNZPT and are more suitable for historic heritage sites like the North Egmont Hostel, and
thus this criterion is implemented in this report (Table 2).

The North Egmont Hostel has been assessed as having high heritage value in its original state, due
primarily to it being the work of Frank Messenger, and forming such a critical role in the development
of the tourism industry of Taranaki and opening the maunga to a wider audience of public. The
development of the modern road to the NTVC can be directly traced to the requirements of the North
Egmont Hostel.

Although the foundations of the hostel are not a protected archaeological site under the HNZPTA, due
to being post-1900, the original building meets the criteria of significant historic heritage under the
RMA(s2), which defines historic heritage as those natural and physical resources that contribute to an
understanding and appreciation of New Zealand's history and cultures, derived from archaeological,
architectural, cultural, historic, scientific, or technological qualities.

The Conservation Act also requires Te Papa Atawhai to manage, for conservation purposes, historic
heritage on managed lands, with no limit on the age of the heritage. Under the most recent
Management Plan for the park, the objective of Heritage Protection at the park is “to preserve in
perpetuity and restore where possible the ecological systems, landscape, wilderness, natural, cultural
and historic features of Egmont National Park” (Department of Conservation 2002, p. 43). The
management plan also notes “The Department is required by section 4 (2) (c) of the National Parks
Act 1980 to preserve as far as possible sites and objects of archaeological and historic interest. The
[Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014] and the [Protected Objects Act] 1975 must also be
taken into account” (ibid. p. 62).

The remnants of the hostel still retain moderate historic heritage value, and investigation through
archaeological techniques could provide valuable insights into the hostel and its operations.
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Table 2: Assessment of Historic Heritage values of the North Egmont Hostel / Chalet.

Medium. The most likely aspects of the hostel that may have survived are
the foundations, or the footprint of them, which are known to have been
buried underneath the modern carparks. Some artefactual material
associated with the use of the hotel may also be recoverable.

The hostel present exceptional architectural values. It was the creation of a
regionally significant architect, at an inflection point in architectural design in
which the English villa style designs were giving way to the newer bungalow
designs. The hostel was a transitional design, having not discarded the villa
completely, and not completely embraced what the bungalow would
become.

The transitional bungalow period was driven, in part, by advancements in
building technology, imported from America and adapted by builders and
architects to meet the design challenges of the unique New Zealand
environment.

No relevant values.

The building was one of over 300 buildings designed by Frank Messenger but
is relatively uncommon in its transitional form.

The hostel was a good example of the transitional period of bungalow design
but is atypical due its scale.

The site likely retains little to no integrity.

Nearly the entirety of the hostel is likely destroyed, but any remaining
evidence will almost certainly be destroyed by the proposed developments.
The site is part of the North Egmont visitor area, which includes the
Camphouse (P20/132) as well as numerous other earlier buildings that have
been destroyed.

The hostel was designed by the regionally significant architect Frank
Messenger.

No relevant values, beyond having been opened and visited by several
significant people.

The hostel is strongly associated with patterns of tourism, which had their
seeds in the early track to the summit, then the Camphouse and cottage,
reaching an apex with the hostel. Since the hostel, tourism within the park
has shifted to be more commonly day-tripping, so the hostel forms a bridge
between the older tourism patterns and the new.

The hostel was the primary face of national park tourism until it was
replaced by the modern NTVC.

The architectural values of the hostel were probably not significantly
recognised during its lifetime but are increasingly relevant as more of
Messenger’s buildings are destroyed across the region.

No relevant values.

No relevant values.

No relevant values.

The entire visitors’ centre complex is within the Egmont National Park,
significant to multiple iwi.
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5. Conclusions

The North Egmont Hostel presents significant architectural, cultural, and historic values. It was the
work of a regionally significant architect, Frank Messenger, an architect who had an oversized impact
on the region. This legacy is rapidly declining, as so many of his buildings are being demolished across
the Taranaki. Although the North Egmont Hostel was never one of his most significant architectural
achievements, it does represent an interesting inflection point within regional and national
architecture. The hostel represents a gentle discarding of the old ways of the Victorian design school,
and a tentative embracing of the architectural styles of the Californian bungalow, with those designs
themselves impacted by Indian, Spanish, and Japanese designs.

A building without function has little significance, but the hostel was central to the burgeoning park
tourism that started to develop through the 1920s and 1930s. The Hostel ushered in a new era of
easy access to the maunga for the wider public, including those who could only stay for a day. It led
directly to improvements to the access road that are still felt today. It is difficult to consider North
Egmont tourism without the impact of the hostel.

While the hostel itself is gone, demolished in 1977, its legacy lives on in the NTVC, and evidence of it
still lies beneath the modern carpark. Under the Resource Management Act significant historic
heritage sites should be protected from inappropriate development, however in this instance the site
has already been demolished, so consideration should be given to the management of the remaining
evidence of the site, as a mitigation effort. This is particularly important given the responsibilities of
DOC to manage heritage resources on public conservation land, under the Conservation Act.

The proposed works are expected to impact remaining subsurface evidence of the hostel. Despite
not being afforded legal protection under the HNZPTA as an archaeological site, it would be
appropriate that some investigation of the footprint of the hostel be investigated during earthworks,
to help mitigate effects on historic heritage under the Conservation Act and Resource Management
Act.

Page 46



Heritage Assessment: North Taranaki Visitor’s Centre

6. Recommendations

The following recommendations are made:

1.

The North Egmont Chalet / Hostel should be considered historic heritage of moderate
significance, under Section 6 of the Conservation Act and the Resource Management Act.

It is expected that the proposed works will negatively impact the remnants of the hostel,
potentially removing the last traces of the site. This is primarily a risk if the carpark is
modified.

An HNZPT General Authority to modify or destroy an archaeological site is not required for
the proposed works to proceed, as the site is not a protected pre-1900 archaeological site. A
precautionary authority could be obtained to cover any unexpected archaeological finds that
could occur during works.

It is recommended that an archaeological investigation be undertaken during earthworks for
the carpark and the new Visitors Centre, to help mitigate the effects on historic heritage
under the Conservation Act and the Resource Management Act.

If any Maori heritage sites, features, taonga or koiwi are uncovered during any earthworks for
the project, works in that location must cease and Iwi, the DOC representative and Project
Manager must be notified immediately. Earthworks may not commence until all parties have
agreed on the management of the find.

A copy of this report should be provided to all tangata whenua groups associated with the
project area for feedback. No sites of significance to Maori have been identified in this
report, but tangata whenua may be able to provide more insight.

The following recommendations have been provided by Te Papa Atawhai following review of this
report, and are expected to be included as conditions on a concession document:

1.

The project must follow the recommendations for the management of heritage as noted on
page 46 of Geometria Ltd’s Heritage Assessment North Taranaki Visitor’s Centre Egmont
National Park dated 15 August 2023.

An Archaeological Site Management Plan must be developed for the project which clearly
describes the heritage requirements and the procedures which must be followed in the
management of archaeological/heritage remains during the lifetime of the project. This plan
must be referred to and supplied to the contractors(s) during the contractor induction (see
below) and a copy kept in the site works office. The Archaeological Site Management Plan
must be approved by Te Papa Atawhai before any earthworks commence.

Prior to any earthworks commencing for the project, all contractors undertaking earthworks
must be inducted on the nature and extent of heritage in the project footprint and their
obligations regarding its management as outlined in the Archaeological Site Management
Plan. This induction must be undertaken by the project archaeologist and, if they believe it is
required, a representative of the Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust.

All archaeological/heritage material recovered from the archaeological investigations for the
project must be stored and then analysed following archaeological best practice so as the
results of this work can be included in the final archaeological/heritage report.

A preliminary report on the archaeological work undertaken for the project must be
completed and provided to Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust and the Te Papa Atawhai within
1 month of completion of the on-site archaeological work.
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6. A final report on the archaeological work undertaken for the project must be completed and
provided to Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust and the Te Papa Atawhai within 12 months of
completion of the on-site archaeological work.

7. No archaeological/heritage material may be disposed of until discussions and agreements on
their management between the Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust and the Te Papa Atawhai
have been completed. The Senior Heritage Advisor for the Region must be included in these
discussions.

8. All costs for the management of heritage for the project are the responsibility of the Te
Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust.
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Appendix 1: NZAA Site Record Forms

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

NZAA SITE NUMBER: P20/132

Site Reco rd Form SITE TYPE: Historic - domestic

ARCHSITE SITE NAME(s):

archaeological site
recording scheme

DATE RECORDED:
SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: 1694417 Northing: 5652540 Source: On Screen
IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER: P20/132

INOTERE gmont 26879

Visitor
centre

£20/152)

Finding aids to the location of the site
Approximately 100 metres upslope from the North Egmont Visitors Centre

Brief description
Barracks Hut. Shipped to NZ and erected on Marsland Hill in 1855, relocated to North Egmont in 1891.

Recorded features
Building - accomodation/ boarding house, Building - barracks

Other sites associated with this site

Printed by:_ 07/08/2023
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NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

SITE RECORD HISTORY NZAA SITE NUMBER: P20/132

Site description

Updated: 09/05/2013 - NZTM E1694417 N5652540 (On Screen). Site location revised using on screen grid reference from
Google Earth. Amended default attributes. See also NZHPT Register No. 7233. Update by: Nester, Richard.

Condition of the site

Statement of condition

Current land use:

Threats:

Printed by:_ 07/08/2023
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NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

SITE RECORD INVENTORY

NZAA SITE NUMBER:

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite

/ {

a ]
|

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION NZAA METRIC SITE NUMBER FZ:T{ E R
SITE RECORD FORM (NZMS260) DATE VISITED December 2003 onwards

NZMS 260 map number - P20 SITE TYPE Accommodation House

NZMS 260 map name Egmont SITE NAME: :‘)"_Q?E': é":m house
NZMS 260 map edition 1999 P

Grid Reference Easting 2.6/0[4]4]0.0 Northing 6.2[1[4]2]0.0

1. Aids to relocation of site

At Egmont roadend approximately 100 metres uphill from North Egmont Visitor Centre

at start of Holly Hut and Verconia Loop Tracks. Signposted.

State of site and possible future damage

Restored and upgraded in 1999. Managed by Department of Conservation according to
Conservation Plan. Site is in above average condition. Possible treats to site
include fire and earthquake or volcanic eruption - although real both threats are
regarded as being low.

Description of site (Supply full details, history. local environment, references, sketches, etc. If extra sheets are
attached, include & summary herel

The building was designed by Captain Clarke of the Royal Engineers and
prefabricated in Victoria, Australia, and shipped to New Zealand on the brig
Alexander, arriving on July 4 1855. It was reguired te form part of the military
barracks complex on Marsland Hill, MNew Plymouth, which housed troops during the
Waitara Land Wars. In 1891 cne of the barracks was sledged from Kaimiro almost

halfway up Mount Egmont to what is today known as North Egmont, and since then has

provided accommodation for generations of New Zealand and overseas tourists. It

was known as Tahurangi House until 1913, the 0ld House until 1977, and finally the

Camphouse. A more complete history is contained within the attached Department of

Conservation Heritage Inventory (1995).
Physical modifications to the structure are recorded in the Department of

restored in 1999. )
New Zealand Historic Places ‘[‘rus; Category I Building (1995-7233)

References:
Cochran, Chris. 1995. Heritage Inventory: Camphouse, North Egmont, Taranaki.
Wanganui: Department of Conservation. ’

Burgess, Robyn and Chris Cochran. 1997. Conservation Plan: Camphouse, North
Egmont, Taranaki. Wanganui: Department of Conservation.

(additional references are provided in these two publications)

Conservation Comservation Plan (1997) [relevant section attached]. Structure was

4. Owner Department of Conservation Tenant/Manager Gary Ogle
Address c/- Stratford Area Office Address C/- North Egmont Visitor
Pembroke Road . Centre .
Stratford.

5. Nature of information (hearsay, brief or extended “RUmBEY of visits.

visit, etc.)
Photographs (reference numbers

and where they are held) 19-5002 and other associated files.

Department of Conservation file HHA-07-

Aerial photographs | an bers and clarity of
site)

6. Reported by Jonathan Welch Filekeeper o o>
Address C/- Department of Conservation Date (6 220G,

Wanganui .

7. Key words Barracks, Accommodation, New Zealand Wars

8. New Zealand Register of Archaeological Sites (for office usel
NZHPT Site Field Code

Latitude S Longitude E

Present condition & future
danger of destruction

| | Type of site

FEE

I | Local environment today Security code
1 |_Land classification Local body

i

prined vy NN

07/08/2023
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Appendix 2: Historical Reference Material

Figure 28: Taranaki Daily News, 29 September 1910, Page 7
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Figure 29: Taranaki Daily News, Issue 6, 1 July 1911, Page 3

Page 54



Heritage Assessment: North Taranaki Visitor’s Centre

Figure 30: Taranaki Herald, 20 July 1911, Page 7
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Figure 31: Taranaki Herald, 28 December 1914, Page 4
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Figure 32: Taranaki Daily News, 21 November 1927, Page 6
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Figure 33: Taranaki Daily News, 27 September 1928, Page 13

Page 58



Heritage Assessment: North Taranaki Visitor’s Centre

Figure 34: Hawera Star 2 April 1928, page 9
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Figure 35: Taranaki Daily News, 27 September 1928, page 13
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Figure 36: Taranaki Daily News, 7 May 1929, page 11
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Figure 37: Taranaki Daily News, 11 October 1930, Page 6
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Figure 38: Taranaki Daily News, 13 August 1932, Page 6
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Figure 39: ¢.1920 brochure for the "North Egmont Mountain House" (Puke Ariki ARC2012-082). Brochure is continued on
following four pages.
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Appendix 3: Survey Plans
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Land Information New Zealand, Custom Software Limited, Date Scanned 2002, Last modified December 2001, Plan is probably current as at 21/12/2021
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Land Information New Zealand, Custom Software Limited, Date Scanned 2002, Last modified December 2001, Plan is probably current as at 21/12/2021
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Appendix 4: Project Plans
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