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A. Description of Activity 
Please describe the proposed activity in detail – where the site is located, please use NZTM GPS 
coordinates where possible, what you intend to use the building for, whether you intend to make any 
changes to the infrastructure. 

Please include the name and status of the public conservation land, the size of the area for which you 
are applying and why this area has been chosen. 

If necessary, attach further information including a map, a detailed site plan and drawings of proposal 
and label Attachment 3b:A. 

 

This application is for the renewal of the current concession for the existing three huts. 
 

Location: Loch Katrine Recreation Reserve, Survey Map R.S. 41017 Reserve - Gazetted in 
1982 

The three Loch Katrine Association Inc huts are grouped at NZTM GPS 
coordinates 1535161.57,5269565.60 

 
Three back country huts were built in 2009-2010 by the Loch Katrine Association Inc (LKA) following the 
issuing of concession CA-251-ACC in 2004. 
 
The LKA is an incorporated society that represents the owners and associates of the huts built under the 
concession.  A separate group split from the LKA following the issuing of the concession and this group 
represents most of the owners of other huts on the reserve. 
 
The concession was issued by the Department following the hearings regarding the informal hut 
settlement on the reserve.  It also followed the recommendation of the Hurunui Lakes Working Party, 
which brought all interested parties together to address issues in the Hurunui Lakes area. 
 
From the Conservation Management Strategy 2016 V1.2.3 P61: 
 

“Loch Katrine Recreation Reserve has a collection of unauthorised private huts in the process of 
being removed, with publicly-available huts being authorised by concession, both in accordance 
with the Loch Katrine Recreation Reserve Management Plan 1999.” 

 
The Canterbury Conservation Management Strategy 2016 V1.2.3 “Outcome” specifically provides for the 
continuance of our concession. 
 

2.3.8  Continue with voluntary organisation or educational institution concessions for the 
operation of a maximum of 10 public accommodation huts, with easily accessible 
concessionaire-operated public booking systems. 
 

2.3.9  Call for expressions of interest from potential concessionaires, being voluntary 
organisations or educational institutions, for the provision and management of 
public accommodation huts, additional to those provided by the Loch Katrine 
Association, up to the maximum of 10 huts as specified in Policy 2.3.8, and with 
consistent concession conditions for all concessionaires. 
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The existing concession has various requirements, including making the huts available to the public. 
 
The LKA has also provided for public use a two (2) cubicle toilet block with hand basin and water supply. 
 
The activity is non-commercial.  There is no element of profit in the provision of the huts.    
 
Expenditure of income is limited to covering costs and enhancements within the reserve.  A major cost is 
insurance for the huts, and for public liability and rural fire cover.  Other costs include repairs and 
maintenance of the huts and toilet block. 
 
The LKA has previously advised the Department that we would not be taking up the concession 
provision to build a further seven huts, thus making those sites available to other parties. 
 
At meetings with the Department in February 2018 and September 2022 we were in compliance with the 
concession. 
 
 
See Attachment 3b:A. for details of hut locations within the Reserve 
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The area surrounding the LKA huts is at the rear of the reserve and has been previously cultivated and sown in grass by the adjacent run-
holder.  Until the construction of the fences and associated planting at the rear of the reserve it was effectively part of The Lakes Station 
farming operation.  There are no special features or vegetation immediately adjacent to the huts. 
 
The environmental impact of the huts during the initial term of concession CA-251-ACC has been minimal. 
 
A replanting program in front of the huts and at the rear of the reserve was carried out in conjunction with the Department. 
See attached copy of the DoC commissioned landscape and site plan for the Loch Katrine Reserve. 
 
An ECAN approved Grey Water system services the three huts and was constructed in April 2011. 
ECAN Consent CRC094232 applies. 

 
 
ECAN monitors the water quality in Loch Katrine and issued a report in 2020 that covers the state and trends from 2005 to 2019.   
Refer pages 17 – 21 using link below. 
 
https://www.ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-events/2020/new-report-gives-clearer-view-of-canterburys-high-country-lakes/ 
 
The ECAN Report in Section 4.2.1 Loch Katrine, includes the following Summary paragraph on page 21. 
 

Summary 
 
While the lake temporarily did not meet the TLI objective set in the LWRP in 2008 and 2009, Loch Katrine is predominantly 
oligotrophic and TLI objectives were met in most years.  The pattern of increasing TP and particularly TN between 2004 and 2010 
seems to match the pattern of increasing (summer) rainfall in this period (with the exception of 2006) (Figure A3-5).  Besides natural 
sources, the septic tanks from the old bach community were a possible source of phosphorus and nitrogen in the catchment.  A 
number of huts have been removed in the last decade which may have reduced the nutrient load to the lake.  Lake macrophyte 
community condition remains only moderate due to the presence of some less harmful exotic species (Elodea canadensis), but 
appears stable over the monitoring record.  Except for a slight increasing trend in turbidity which is also seen in most other small to 
medium sized high-country lakes, there is no indication for deterioration of water quality in Loch Katrine. 

 
See Attachment 3b:H - Loch Katrine Reserve Landscape Plan 
 
 





 

Hut Photos 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Site Plan / Location 

 

 

 




