Locality:

Hills, valleys and high terraces regularly scattered from Tarakohe southwards to East
Takaka and extending westward to Motupipi Hill and Black Birch Hill north-west of
Takaka township.

Backed in the east by the steep marble and granite of slopes the Pikikiruna Range.
Scattered outliers also on west side of Takaka River from Hamama to Upper Takaka.

Topography:

Discrete areas of low relief, rolling to moderately steep hill country up to 130m high near
the coast and 200m high furthest inland at Upper Takaka.

Hill slopes often capped with high terraces, especially at East Takaka.

Terraces trending and gently dipping to the north-west.

Hills drained by incised, low-volume, low to moderate-gradient streams.

Soils and
Geology:

Hill country and terrace side-slopes comprising mudstones and calcareous siltstones, or
quartz sandstones and conglomerates with thin coal seams. Underlying moderately to
strongly leached sandy, silty and clayey loams of low to medium fertility. Soils often
eroded. Usually adjoining areas of limestone. Terraces comprise soils of moderately
strongly leached, low fertility sandy loams and loess overlying weathered, coarse
outwash gravels especially of gabbro, marble. A thin iron pan has resulted in impeded
drainage and soil gleying.

Climate:

High sunshine hours; frosts mild to moderate; mild annual temperatures and warm
summers.
Rainfall 1500mm at the coast to 2400mm inland. Droughts infrequent.

Coastal
influence:

Mostly confined to Motupipi Hill, but also hills between Tarakohe and Clifton up to %2 km
inland.

Original
Vegetation:

Hill slopes dominated by rimu, hard beech, black beech, titoki and northern rata on drier
ridges and slopes, with kahikatea, pukatea, nikau and mixed broadleaved species in
gullies.

On infertile terraces, tall podocarp-beech-broadleaf forest; dominated by rimu, northern
rata and silver beech with matar, totara and black beech on the drier sites, and on the
wetter sites: kahikatea, pukatea and northern rata with pokaka, miro, toro and kdmahi.

Human

Modification:

All original native vegetation is gone with a few original individual trees still persisting. In
several places, especially around East Takaka, Clifton and Motupipi Hill, hill country
gullies and terrace side-slopes have retained a cover of secondary native vegetation
dominated by manuka, kanuka, mixed broadleaved species and mamaku. Almost no
native vegetation remains on the high terraces. Significant residential subdivision
around Pohara.

[Refer to the Ecosystem Restoration map showing the colour-coded area covered by this list.]
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