Coastal hill country, valley floors, flats and inlets between Riwaka River mouth and Ligar Bay including Kaiteriteri, Marahau all of the Abel

Locality: Tasman coastline, Wainui Bay and Tata Beach.
Steep, rugged coastline indented with numerous sandy beaches and inlets. Inlets often enclosed by sandy spits. Larger bays are backed
Topography: by coastal flats. Alluvial terraces confined to lower reaches of the largest rivers: Otuwhero, Marahau, Awapoto, Awaroa and Wainui

Rivers.

Soils and Geology:

Granite geology. All soils derived from granite rocks. Hill country soils infertile and well-drained; very skeletal especially on ridges.
Alluvial sandy loams of moderately low fertility.

Climate:

High sunshine hours; frosts light; mild annual temperatures; rainfall 1400-1600mm. Drought-prone in summer and autumn.

Coastal influence:

Extensive coastal influence. Coastline mostly sheltered although some headlands exposed to maritime conditions. Numerous inlets and
estuaries.

Original Vegetation:

Podocarp - beech - mixed broadleaf forest. Hill country dominated by rimu, northern rata, hard and black beeches.
Wetlands dominated by kahikatea and pukatea. Extensive estuarine vegetation

Human Modification:

Extensive areas still in native cover, although mostly induced as a result of extensive fires. Little original forest remains.
Good areas of estuarine and freshwater wetland vegetation retained. Very little native cover remaining on coastal flats and river terraces.

[Refer to the Ecosystem Restoration map showing the colour-coded area covered by this list.]
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