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BY Pave Lumley

Davce i theTauh-nui-d-Tia

Area Managee

Phaoto by foln Webb

Fishery Foreword

KIA ORA AND WELCOME TO TARGET TAUPO

write to You as manager of the newly formed Taupd-nui-d-Tia Arca which is the
name that has been given to the recemly merged Taupo Fishery and Turangi
‘Taupo Areas of the Department of Conservation. The area of responsibility for

Taupd-nui-i-11a now not only encompasses the waters of the Taupo fishery but also
the public conscrvation land to the cast of the great Tongariro National Park volca
nocsas far north asWhakamaru.as far cast as Rangitaiki and as far south as the Napier
Taihape Road. A diagram of the new Taupd-nui-d-Tia Arca staff structure is given on
page 69 to give you a better idea of the work programnies involved. You will note

that our f.shery operations renutin as a separate programmnc within the Aeca. This is a
necessity because we continue to operate a separate fishety business plan funded by

‘Taupo fishing license revenue.

‘Taupd-nui
lated meaning “The Cloak of Tia”. Just as this cloak once protected one of the para

I, I believe, is a fitting name for our collective Area, the phrase trans-

mount nuori chicfs, 0 too doces the Taupé-nuid-Tia Area protect lake Taupo and
its surrounding catchments and landscapes right to their sources on the peaks of
Tongariro National Park and Kai
it makes sense for the Taupd-nui-d-Tia Area boundaries to encompass the catchments
of Lake Taupo and the Tongariro River Managing these areas holistically with the

rwa Forest Park. Fronm an operational perspective

combined resources and expertise from both the ‘laupo Fishery and Turangi-Taupo
Areas is alrcady providing cfficiencies for many of our operations.

In keeping with our expanded opcerational area, this edition of 7arget Taupo contains
articles with a focus other than fishing. These include one on restoration projects
and another on spring hunting. [n the newly expanded structure we have stalf with
diverse interests and arcas of work. Many are keen anglers and hunters and we know
that many of you have hunting as well as angling as a pastime

Regarding our stff, we have had a very busy winter with trying conditions particularly

operating our fish traps at Waipa.Te Whaiau and Hinem: The harvest survey is also
now well underway and has included its own set of challenges, including many hours
coping with turbulence and manoeuvres in a light acroplane for some.Reluctantly we
have bid farewell to 1leath Cairns who was supcervising the harvest survey and hasleft
to take up a demanding role with the Taupo Harbourmaster This is why once of the
positions in the fishery operations teani is currently vacant.

We have also been busy expanding our treshwater advocacy programnie at the
Tongariro National Trout Centre with the construction of the new freshwater
aquarium. When completed early next year the aquarium will definitely compli
ment the already popular TNTC experience. The unique partnership the depare
ment enjoys with the Tongariro NationalTrout Centre Socicty and Genesis Encrgy
cnables us to showcease the tremendous benelits of clean, clear freshwater to locals
and visitors alike.

The Taupo Sports Fishery Management Plan is soon to be released for public subniis-
sions in the form of a discussion documenr focussing on the issues for future manage
ment of the f.shery I encourage you to take the opportunity to have your say about
the furure management of this great resource,



By Mike Nicholson
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Abece; Wouldn' Uit be nice for
giant kokopu like this onc o
be as recognisable as snupper

w New Zelanders.
Photo-conrtesy: of POC

The Genesis Energy Freshwater
Aquarium - A View to the Future?

t would appear that New Zealanders

arc genenlly well versed in recog

nising NZ's diverse range of salt
water fish spccies and appreciating
the value these offer to anglers, divers
and other recreationalists. Many New
Zealanders readily recognise a snapper,
a terakihi, a blu¢ cod or a crayfish
and have some personal link with the
occan cavironment in which these
species live. Similardy we understand the

importance of valuing and looking after
these environments for future genere
tions. Interestingly. the same cannot be
said about our knowledge of the fiesh-
wates species which inhabit our rivers
and lakes. How many of us would readily
recognise a giant kokopu, a torrentf sh, a
koaro,or ¢ven acommon bully?

The Tongariro National Trout Centre
(ENTO) is sct to assist in addressing
this imbalance when the Genesis



Energy Freshwater Aquarium opens o

the public, the likes of which has not

been replicated anywhere else in NZ.

Randal Hart, the TN'I'C ranger explains
about the construction process of the
aquarium on page 30. On show will be
many of NZ's iconic Ireshwater specics
that many people never sce or may not
cven be aware exist, letalonce value.Also
included will be many of the key fish
pest species which threaten NZ water
wiys in a bid to raise the profile ancl
awareness of these species

In previous issues of farget Taupo 1
have written about the valuc to learners

of being able to visit the Genesis Energy
supported Taupo fer Tomorrow cduci

tion programme, and engage with trout
and aquatic life on site a1 the Centre,
Viewing and intcracting with trout as
the context for learning quickly stimu
lates interest, engagement levelsandulti
mately learning outcomes for students.
The aquarium offers a whole new sct of
lcarning opportunities and will enable
us to look at freshwater ecology in more
depth, promotc advociacy messages
and develop additional programmes
regarding the importance of and the
need to look after and make wise use of
our fresh water resources.

The aquarium will be able to demon
strate to learners that our freshwater
resources contitin many more engaging
life forms than mceet the eye.and they all
depend on a healthy fresh water envi-

ronment for their sustainability, Learners
are already ¢ncouraged to view trout
size and condition as being «a reflection
of the health of the food chain they are
part of Now they will be able to view
trout prey species like smelt and bullies
for what they are, beautiful, engaging
animals that are indicators of the health
of the Taupo fishery and freshwater
ceosystems.

Lake Taupo and the rivers of the central
region are renowned for their ability to
sustain an internationally recognised
wild trout fishery. The quality of the
rainbow and brown troui in the Taupo
region attracts inglers from around the
world year after vear This quality does
not happen by accident though; the
same conditions that allow trout in our
rivers and lukes to thrive are exactly the
same ones that many of our other less
well known native species also require
Because of this, these aquariums are nor
only designed to display the fsh effee
tively, but also to capture the essence
of their natural habitat. Habitats that
support vibrant, viable freshwater fish
populations tend to have a few things
in common including high water clurity,



Genesls Encrgy is a nujor
usitr of water locally and is
commitied (o being a respon
siblc user of (zesit wacer
reseurces i the Taupe region
and clsewhere

Ploto cnnrcesy of Genesis
Energy

R N

cool temperatures, plenty of riparian
vegetation and sufficient dissolved
oxygen in the waler Learners will be
able to take a much wider and deeper
vicw of treshwater communities while
on site, recognisce the importance of
these and hopefully become advocates
for freshwater in their own right. Not
Icast, learners and other visitors may
realisc just what whitebait grow into!
Of course, it is important for learners
to recognise the value of rivers and
lakes \oday. Encouraging creative crit
ical thinkers about the futurc need for
sharing and using resources tike fresh
watcr is so crucial.

Genesis Encergy is one such resource
user and is committed to being a respon-
sible user of fresh wuter resources in
the Taupo region and elsewhere. The

sponsorship of the Taupo for Tomorrow
cducation programme and Genesis
Freshwater Aquarium demonstrates a
real resolve to give something back to
the community (and the nation in this
case) over and abovce any legal require
ments to do so

The aquarium and displays in thc
visitor centre will allow lcarners to
think dceply about and understand
the relationship between freshwater
ecology and rcsource use by business
For learncrs, the question could well be,
how do we ‘strike a balance’ between
that of sharing the resource (water) to
achicve economic, social, and envicon-
mental outcomes for all. Genesis Energy
successfully addresses environmental
etfects in a ratt of ways and these will
make engaging case studics for students
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Our first choice is Sage

...and always has been. Turangi’s top fishing guides choose to fish with Sage rods and
always have done — why? Because Sage are by far the best flyrods in their opinion...
and they should know. They also shop at Sporting Life in the Turangi Mall. Pop in and
try out the new VXP flyrod...
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NZ Sage representative - don.fraser@clear.net.nz
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grappling with some big questions

around rencwable resource use now
and into the future,

The Genesis Energy Freshwater Aquarium

wiil present to New Zeakmders and visi
tors from odher shores a remarkabie view
of the ccology of our rivers and Jakces. It
will enable us to further advocate for the
continued health of the Taupo fishery,and
raise the profile of specics less desitable
in our waterways It will enable us to teli
a range of stories abeut the special nature
of many of our less than weil understood
native specics and the key rale they play in
our river and kike ecosystems. | mporiantly,
it will encourage students to ask the ques-
tion ‘how do we took atter our fresh water
resources for future generations whiie
balancing the needs of electricity generi
tion and other resource useis?

Perhaps in the future the giant kokopu
will be as recognisable (0 New
Zealanders as a snappcer.crayfish or bluc
cod. Wouldn’t that be nice?

Tongariro
Nationat Trout
Centre Society




Above: Despite the Jewer
numbers of ish the upper
Tongariro this scason.cawch
nes were still high for
aoglers intheTongarito
system overall

2haoto by jeln Webb
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Where to Now for

—

the Taupo Fishery?

The fellowing is a summary of the presentation made by Glenn Maclean
to the Fishery Forum held in Taupo in September. In this presentation
Glenn described where the fishery is at now and discussed several of
the issues tacing the fishery over the next decade,

ast time [ stood at the Fishery

Forum 2 years ago it was standing

room only reffecting the disquiet
and anguish felt by many anglers
regarding the state of the faupo Fishery,
‘This time, there are almost as many
DOC stallas visitors, a reflection of how
things have inproved.
“Iwo years ago there wits mijor concern
regarding the small size imd poor condi-
tion of the trout.We cxplaincd that we
believed this was due to the lake not
mixing .in the winter of 2005, mixing
being an annual event that normally
brings the nutrients locked up in the
bottom watcers back to the surface
where all the life i s It's a bit like putting
fertiliser on your lawn in spring and the
catalyst for the whole cycle of life over
the following year
‘The nutrients are used by the tiny plants
(phvtoplankton) to grow and multiply
which are in turn eaten by the tiny
animals (zooplankton) which are eaten

by the smelt (prev ish) which drive the
teout £ shery. At the best of times the lake
is nutrient poor which is why it is so
cleasThere are not a lot of little plants
floatingaround to mike the waterappear
turbid and green. As a consequence each
winter the smclt population starves and
this is what controls their numbers, not
predation by trout.shags or catfish.

However in the aftermath of 2005 there
was even less food than normal and the
effect on the smelt population was even
more dramatic. Given smelt arc almost
all of 'what the trout eat then with many
fewer smelt the trout were going to
struggle, and they did

Unfortunatcly with the benefit of hind-
sight our minimum size limit of 45cm
only made the problem worse. The
bortom line was there werce too many
trout for the available food and the onc
time we necded a substantial harvest the
size limit acted against this. The trout
didn’t have enough food so they didn't



The recovery is happening!

The 15ins in Augiest of
2010 resulted inseme

superb fishing like this tep

10

netch limit takeo (rem the
Tengariro Rivee
Phote by fobn Webb

grow.didn't reach the minimum sizc and

werc there fore protected.

This also slowed the recovery when
the lake did mix again in the following
wirlters. It's a bit like having a herd of
starving cattle grazing a drought ravaged
paddock. When it finally eains the stock
will still graze the grassas soonasit grows
and so the paddock docesn’t recover even
though the conditions have improved.
However puli the stock off for several
months while the paddock flushes and
when you put them back in they likcly
can't keep up with the growth.

The crux of this is that in this situation
we are better to have a lot fewer trout
but in reasonable condition, as occurred
1980s.
Furthcrmore, having fewer trout then

over the declinc in the late

speeds the recovery:
Nevertheless the recovery has now
worked its way through and the fishery

on the lake last supwner was character
ised by some very nice fish, the sort of
fish we typically associate with Taupo.
This has continucd in the winter runs
especially oncc therains came in August.
Looking to the futurce, the rivers have
been fuli of juvenile trout, many morc
than in recent years consistent with the
huge biomass of aquatic insects cvident
theough 2010. Uttimately their survival
and growth in the lake will be depen-
dant on the smelt stocks over the next
12 months. However there is certainly a
very strong ycar class entering the lake
fishery and not surprisingly lake anglers

are already rcporting catching large
numbers of small fish around the legal
linit.

So in the short term the fishery is defi-
nitcly on the up. In the mediun term
though, the fishery faces a couple of
signiticant chalicnges. Most of us recog



Figure 2 Estnnated cainbow
ad brown trout rim through
the Waipa trap 1998 (0 2009

Flgtoe 1: Monthly peickntage o Frh ¢ stonual rin drough the Whinkau 10p 1995 «nd Weipa teap 2007 to 2009

nis¢ that the spawning run has moved
later, indeed in recent years the run
has pcaked through the Waipa teap in
October or November ®ur ongoing
study into the genctic makeup of early
versus late cunning fish indicates there
are some differences, but there are also
differences in their behaviour Figure 1
highlights the difference in nm timing
between the cun in the Whitikau Stream
in 1995 and the nearby Waipa in recent
timcs,

The graph also illusteates some of the
changes in behaviouc Previously the
run was spread out evenly from Apel to
September, the cardy nm fish spending a
number of months up the river before
they actually spawncd. Typically in

>::

———— ———
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Year
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the past June and july would sec luge
numbcrs of trout holding in the small
pools adjacent to the spawning areas
befere these fish dropped back onto
the redds in August and carly September
to actually lay and tertilise eggs. Now
spawning occurs later, with many of
the trout not cven reaching ithe grounds
until @ctober or Novembet This reficcts
that these fish ate not running until they
arcready to spawn, the whole migeion
scems much shorter and more intensc
The autumn run that sustained so much
of the winter angling in the past is
largely gone, the trout not entering the
river until inost anglers have given their
sport away for the winter,

The other major change with regard to
our winter angling on the Tongariro is
that it is clear that the upper river is not
holding fish like previous times. For those
ofus who cut our teeth leaming to nymph
Msh in the Whi
or Cliff Pools the upper river just doesn't

u, Boulder, Breakaway

producelikeitused toThisis also consis:
tent with our estimates of the spawning
run through the Waipa trap (figure 2) and
our wintcer counts of spawning (rout in
the Whitikau stream which show a trend
of long term decline.

On the face of it there appears many
fewer trout nmping the Tongariro River



Freure 3' Bximated carch
£ate el sized wroue pere
hour) with 95% confidence
intervils ter ihcTongariro
River 1985 10 2000

Flerce wanter strms acc
teqjuired (0 mix 1ad'Certlise’
LakeTaupo

Phete iy Jutfe Greaves

However there is one major contiadic
tion which involves our catch riuc data
collected from anglers tishing on the
rivier each winter (ligure 3).

In years with large confdence inter.
vits this reflects a high degrec of vari-
ability between the catch rates of the
individual anglers interviewed. Figure 3
highlights the low point in the fishery
i 1990/91 and 1998, both of which can
be explained. In the late 1980s it i likely
the fishery went through a period of
low productivity just as we have expe-
ricnced recently However on this occa-
sion westill had an 8 lish baglimit. 35cm
size limit and rhe tishery was coming
ofi peak angler numbers in the Gshery,
Under this scenario the angling harvest
in the lake on top of low fish numbers
wiss sufficient 10 have a major impacr;in
simple terms very few fish survived to

reach maturity and o run the rivers. 1he
impact was felt most by river anglers
who recorded an average catch rate of
only 9:14 fish per hourin 1991 (one fish
for cvery 7 hours of effoit) and was the
catalyst for the reduction in the daily
bag limit down to 3 trout in Becember
1991 1n hindsight it was however a

good thing as discussed earlier, as the
lishery quickly rebounded once condi
tions inproved and without the preda-
tory pressure {note the catch ates in
1992 ind 1993).

‘e otherlow point in 1998 which is also
reflected in the Waipit tap data (figure
2)is the aftermath o fihe 1995 and 1996
eruptions when the ash washed into
the Tongariro River had a major impact
on the production of Young irout.
As a conscquence we increascd the
minimum size limit to 45cm to protect
the remaining few trout,however there
werc simplynot very many in the run as
evidenced by the avaage catch fuce esti-
mate of 0.12 tish perhour (I tish every
8.3 hours). Imerestingly now many
k to me what a grem

angiers quote bacl
yeir it was, their memorics coloured by
the size of the fish they did gen which
averaged 2.4kg. This is a great example
of how the quality of what we catch is
amajorinlluence on our peiceptions of
success.

The importance of this is that previ-
ously in ycars when there have cleary
been fewer trout this has been reflected
in the catch datia. Howeser in 2007 and
2009 the 1wo highest catch rates in the
whole period were recorded, totilly
ting

inconsistent wirh our data indic
many fewer fishin the upper tiver
Citch aatesarcinfluenced by many tactors
other than just fish numbers. Amongst
the key factors is local knowledge and
certainly the advent of the imemct has
allowed anglers to share where. what and
how to do things in a way that previousty
100k ycaus to acquirc. Thercfore whether
recent catch rates ieilcet any more tiout
prescnt chan in some other year's is prob-
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I hindsight keeping the

size limit at 45cem afee 2005
was not helpful and slewed
the harvest just when it was
needed, resulting in less food.

thinoer trowt 2ind a longer
LoCovTY
Phete by joh Webb

ably debatable bur clearly they still repre
sent a lot of treut.

Se it would seem that a lot of treut still
run into the Tengarire, but many fewer
rin right threugh the rive In a way this
is what we have alrcady instinctively
realised which is why se many ef us now
target the lower siver. For examplc ononce
recent flight 1 did as part of the harvest
survey I counted 3@ anglees between
Delateurs Peel and the Highway Bridge,
27 anglers in the several kilometres of
river immediately above the bridge and
only 3 in the whele eof the upper river
above the Red Hut bndge.

Why might this be? Maybe the spawning
gravels in the lewer river ar¢ such that
trout don't need to go any further
Certainly over rwo major prejects where
we lollowed radio ragged trout in 1995
and 2003 there were major differences
in the areas fiveurcd fer spawning.
Whereas in 1995 spawning was spread
cvenly through the river and in 2003
mor¢ than 4€% ef the trout tracked
chesc te spawn between the Highway
bridge and the Red Hut swing bridge
However many ef the best spawning
gravels in the wholc fishery are upstream
in the Whitikau Stream in particular and
we would expect many of the trout to
return te spawn where they themselves

were reared.

The lack of fish in the upper river suggests
some sclective pressure acting against
this part ef the populatien. Indeed it is
pessible that the lack of fish using the
upper river and the less of the antumn
run cemponent of the spawning migra
won are linked. The habitat is as good as
it ever was which in turn is as good as it
gets in the fishery. Similarly carly in their
lifie the young fsh move into the main
river and mix with all the other juveniles
so any impact at this stage should be felt
across the whele population

Rather it scems that angling harvest may
be having an unwanted effect, both in
the lake and the river In hindsight on
the lake our 45¢m size limit may have
been instrumental in applying a selec-
tive pressure on the carly run fish.'Fhe
reality is that once the fish enter the
river en their spawning migration they
essentially cease feeding and certainly
step growing. Therefere the fish that
enter the rivers in April have ceached
matuee sice whereas the trout cunning
in September are still 6 months away, In
other words many ef the big £.sh in the
lake over summer that are targeted by
the size limit are the early running fish.
Particularly as the growth of the trout
slowed during the recent dewnturn
and the numbers of farge fsh dimin-
ished then strong pressure came en
the remaining few. A great example is a
recent ¢arly morning trip with the kids
where we heeked and released 17 (ish
all around the current limit of 40cm.
Nice little fish and lots ef them but we
wanted one goaod (ish for the smoker In
the ¢nd we didn't get it but if we had
it would have been triumphantly taken
home - when you have waded threugh
17 smaller tish te take a single bigger enc
then that is very strong sclection. It's net
just the legal restriction;more important
may be the effect the increased limit has
had en our perceptiens as te what is a
suitable fish to take. Whercas we may
have been quite happy to take a 40cm
trout when the limit was 35cm, I can't



Theriz'is 4 tendency for lish
to Ise¢ mare prevatent 4o the
lowerTongarico such as here
atthe eed iMoot

Pisxo by foln Webb

help bur feel many of us now look at

such a fish as too small.

Similarly on theTongariro River the reality
is most of us still want to fish over autumn
and winter: we know it is really too early
to start in Aprl and May but with perse
verance we get a few fish. Collectively
there aee a lot of anglers targeting the few
earlly run flsh that arc present,and sooner
or later they get caught. Previously when
there were many more fish the odds of
any individual trout being caught were
much less, but the risk increases as the
population decceases ‘This scenario isnot
helped by the very settled eady winters
that have prevailed over the last decade,
our radio tracking shows that undcr
such conditions the carly running fish
simply don't movc. For ¢xample in the
2003 experiment it took 1agged trout on
average 61 cays to swim from the Delta
to the Fence Pool - that means exposure
to an awfal lot of globugs and other flics.
It doesn't mat:cr if the fish takes the first

tly past its nosc or the 10,000th, if it is
isvecked on the head the outcome is the
sanc.

‘The net cffect is that it is likcly selce
tion for larger £:5h in the lake has been
a significant driver towards the later
spawning run in all the Taupo rivers.
However almost certainly in the way
of these things there have been other
influences that wilt also have acted such
as the downturn in productivity over
the second pate of the decade, weather
pattems and the like. The difference in
the’fongariro is that the remaining carly
run fish with their habit of slow migra
tion have been further impacted by the
intensc angling pressure that continues
to prevail on this river over autumn
and early winter further reducing these
stocks. in addition it appears that these
autumn run £sh were the majority of the
tout that utiliscd the upper river

So where to frem here? Well it is up to
‘Taupo angiers On onc hand we can take

15



Where 10 now? Do unglers
want 1he fishery 10 retuen 19
its original {ishing patterms or
ao12This could comear e
short teem price of a clasad
SEASON N SUME Cases

Phate by fobn Webb

the view thi this is part of the evolu-
tion of the fishcry and just make the
most of how it is now. Howevcr it does
seem that most of us still prefer to fish
the river in autumn and winter, and so
we could atctempt to rebuild the autumn
run component of the population. An
advamage is that there are still some fish
that run at this time so the genctics are
not totally lost. Nevertheless this would
comc at a cost - if mgling harvest is a
key driverin the shift to later spawning
then this impact has to be reduced, at
least while the population recovers.,
There are a number of options and
pemuutations based around bag, size,
area and season limits that would need
to be caretully worked through least
they have some untoreseen and detei-
mental impacts, as may have occurred
with the introduction of the 45cm size
limit in 1997. 1t's not something to bc
rushed but ultmately whatever option
was chosen the bottom linc is it would
only be effective ifit reducesthe number
of these trom currently taken by anglers.
In other words arc anglers brepared to
wear some short term restrictions for
a return to the way things were? The
other key point to recognize is that
restrictions would likely have to extend
0 the summcr lake fishery, though this
is more about focusing the harvest on
the smaller fish rather than reducing the
ovcerall harvest,

There is obviously a great deal more
analysis, consideration and discussion
required, and any chimge would likcly
be sevceral years off, The key and what
makes this topical right now is that for
us to go down this path requires that the
‘Taupo $Sport Fishcery Management Plan
allows us to manage and manipulate the
fishery in this way. Tlis plan is a statu-
tory documem which defines what we
can and just as importmtly can’t do with
respect to managing the fishery, anl is
currentiy up for review. The key question
that nceds to be addressed in this review
is should the plan make provision for us
to consider options to manipulatc the
wild population, or conversely: providce
clear direction to lcave well alone.

Cleariy there will be many different
points of view and it is important you
makc your views known. To guaruantee
this opportunity plcase contact our
office (targertaupo@xtra.conz or 07
386 9243) © be added to the mailing
list to reccive the discussion document
carly in the New Yeace This document
will highlight kcy issues including this
onc and also the management of Liake
Otamangakau as discussed on pages 39-
41, and will detail how to makc your
submission. Note that if you are alrcady
on the Target Tuurfio mailing list for
this scason then vou will automatically

receive this paper
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Back Steaks for the Barbeque

venison back

0 question,

steaks, prepared and cooked

as they should be are one of
*“Godzones” special treats and the lure of
the backeountry to harvest some prime
venison is hard to resist. Spring and
summer are great times (o hunt and the
areas around lake Taupo provide some
excellent opportunities ranging {rom
sneaking out firom home for an evening
hunt, to flying into the backcountry for
a few days. Logging on to the new DOC
web site wwwdoc.govt.nz/huntsika
gives a broad overview of hunting tech
niques and areas to hunt and this article
is a summary of this
At this time of the year, largeting open
areas like clearings, river flats, slips, farm
cdges, old logging roads and skids are
the obvious choices but it is not quite
that straight forward. For the less expe
rienced hunters and hunters new to the
area, getting those back steaks for the
barbeque can sometimes be quite diffi

cultTo become a more successfulhunter
it isimportantto understandsome basic
techniques, what affects deer behaviour
and the subtle behavioural differences
between sika and red deec @nce this is
understood you can modify the hunting
technique to suit.

SIKADEER

The lengthening and shortening of the
days over the course of scasons trig
gers changes in deer behaviour Over
the winter the shortening of the days
causes deer appetite to be switched off.
As the dayslengtheninto the spring and
summer months the opposite occurs,
deer become hungry, very hungry.
feeding day and night to regain cond:
tion after the wintec

Sika deer become dedicated gniss eaters
over the spring and summer so humers
need to concentrate their efforts where
the grass is Sika hinds do not have a tight
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herd structure like red deer, associating

more loosely, which frees them up to
wandcer around s individuals and take
advantage of good grass growing arcas.
The better feed arcas can atiract quite a
few sika so with care acontimel harvest
can be achicved by hunters in these
zonces. When haating during daylight
hours, don't be feoled into spending
large amounts of time hunting large
grassy clearings even if you are finding
a large amount of sign out in the middle
of them. Sika deer are very nocturnal
during the warmermonths, cmerging to
feed on the clearings at night and prefer
ring the protection of cover during
daylight hours. Instead hunt the clearing
fringes, pole thickets and scrub arcas
like manuka and mingimingi. These
areas offer both the grass and the sceu-
rity of cover that Sika favouc Also look
tor creeks that have been cleared out
by previous floods, particularly those
cleared by a flash {loods, often caused
when a slip or debris blocks a stream
creating a dam. When the dam bursts
the resulting torrent of water clears
out the water course leaving behind an
open creck. With the onsct of the new
spring growth these creeks offer excel-
lent stalking

Sika arc extremely wary and flighty
cspecially when away frem cover and if
alarmed will not often give the hunter

a second chance, disappearing in a
fiash. A very slow cautious approach is
required as the hunter ideally necds to
sce the deer first and uintil their summer
coats comc through they can be very
hard to sce. Sika deer being the inquisi-

tive animals they are, will often come

in under cover Lo investigate noise and
once they have worked out that it is
being made by a hunter they will be put
to flight. If possible, fnd fecd areas that
can be looked over from a vantage point
and use the still hunting technique -
witching likely spots from a downwind
position at an appropriatc time of day
(first and last light).

Sika are morc tolerant of human scem
and disturbancce than red deer and they
scem 10 back themselves o avoid the
hunter without leaving the area If you
have disturbed deer and therc is plenty
of sign, return the next day and try again
butdon’tover doit.lorsika there is little
change in feeding patterns over spring
and sumnicr 5o the hunter can continue
to hunt the same arcas using the same
techniques over a long period.

RED DEER

As fer sika deer the lengthening of the
days triggers an incraase in appetite and
by October the spring flush is underway
inmost areis.As 4 browse loving species,
red deer are less depenclent on grass
but certainly take advantage of spring
growth, By the en¢l of November early
Becember most redd deer have returned
to the bush. For the hunter this is an
important differcnee between the two
deer specics as the window of oppor
tunity for finding red deer on clearings
is comparatively short. The cxception
to this is recl deer living in beech forest,
wherce there isa greater reliance on clear
ings for food. Where open tops exist,
such as in the Tongaririo National Park,
the Middle Ranges and Thunderbott in
the Kaimanawa's deer can be harvested
frem these open tops right through the

9
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summer. Bush hunting after November
becomes the most productive method
of harvesting red deer but also the most
difficult as a very high degree of skill
and knowledge is necded. Bush hunting
techniques won’t be outlined here as
this style of hunting warcants a sepaniie
article in its own right. However, don't
discount checking out some clearings

later in the scason as red decr cnjoy
picking at grass sced heads, such as
Welsh Fog,

Redl cleer can be quite vidnerable i this
time as they are more it ease in the open
and less flighty. Yearling males kicked
our of the family group, can sometimes
be found out grazing some distance
trom cover. often standing and staring
at the hunter or running to the bush
cdge and stopping for a futal last look.
Reddeerhave amuchtighter herd strue

ture than sika, are morce territorial and
stick to their own areas so there is less
convergence by other deeron goodfeed

areas. If areally gaod clearing is found, it

will only be used by the cesident family
group so huaters need to be aware that
it a hind and a yearling are taken from a
cleating it could possibly mean the cnd
of that clcaring as a hot spot for some
time.

Red deer are much less tolernt of
human scent and disturbance than sika
and if pressured will leave the area.
This is an important point of dif ference
berween sika and red deer and huaters
necd 10 adapt their hunting technique
to suit. Home work on clearings or feed
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areas should be done early in the season
and frem then on only visit them from
time to time and preferably only during
good hunting conditions.Avoid walking
all over clearings and espe

Ily avoid
checking out the surrounding bush. If
red deer get astrong dic of human then
they will depart the area and won't
return for a number of days so it pays
o rotate vour hunts around a twamber
of different spots If red decr are not
pressured they can be caught out on
clearings at dawn and especially dusk.
Hungey stags will often be tempted out
fora midday snack, so it pays to keep an
eye on good feed spots at this time of
the day as well.

THEIR SENSES

Deer principally use three main senses
to detcct huntees - sight, hearing
and smell, with sight being the least
powedul and the sense of smell being
paramount. Information from the nose
takes precedence over information
from all others senses. Deer rely on air
scent as opposed to ground scent like
tracker dogs and it is the wind dirce
tion and patterns that hunters have to
piay most attention to. This can not be
stressed enough, working the wind is
vital to being a successful hunterAlway's
hunt into the wind or cross wind and be

prepared to go well out of your way to

get into position and work back into the
wind. Sometimes this might mean shout
dering your rifle and walking for overan
heur before starting to hunt. Choose to
hunt in light winds or breezesand avoid
strong gusty winds

Bcer have very good hearing and will
have no difficulty pin pointing i noisy
hunter or a sspicious sound as they
are more alarmed by foreign noises.
Avoid metallic sounds such as clunging
ammunition, slamming car doors or
working the bolt of your ritle as much
as possible when deer arc around. Deer
ger used to familiae sounds and leaen
to ignore sounds made by other deer.
If undisturbed deer cian be quite noisy
themselves. In areas of high traffic such
as production pine forests deer are
not particularly disturbed by vehicles.
Interestingly, the quict “Sncaky Pcte”
approach is somctimes more likely to be
taken notice of. than a naiural approach
consistent with another deer’s walk.

Deer are colour blind in the red end
of the spectrum and are not good at
distinguishing shapes, but are experts
at detecting movement so it pays to do
it lot of stopping and looking or using
vantage points to witch over clearings.
When you stop. look right around you
100, not just steaight ahead. There is an
old saying “the decr arc where you find
them™ in other words you never quite
know where one is going to pop out.
Bcer are also less likely to see dunger
approaching from above, so where
possible hunt down onto them.

A GOOD HUNTING TECHNIQUE
Ficsty. [ind some good cleirings or
feed areas to hunt. Buy some maps,
study Google Larth, check out the
DOC web site. but above all get out
there in the bush and find some. Maybe
if you arc lucky, @ more experienced
hunter might take you out and show
vou some good spots. Don’t worry too
much about the hunting at first, just get
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out there and do your homcwork. Mark
the good spots on a GPS.L.ook for the
less obvious clearings or feed gullies,
the sneaky smaller clearings or open
creeks that aren’t as well known. Once
you have found some good clearings or
open creeks study themwell and getto
know them inside and out. Sometimces
you might nced to mark a trail into
them from a less obvious direction just
to beat the prevailing wind. A good
technique is to find several likely areas
that ¢can be linked together to form a
hunt. Evening is a good time fior this

approach as you have plenty of time
to get into position and hunt back into
the breceze, Now this is where new
huntershave to learn to face their fears
and hunr these clearings as laie as they
can, right up until dark. Hunters have
0 be prepared to get back te camp or
vehicle by torch often using a compass
or GPS.So choose a warm evening with
a light breeze, ideally after a bit of rain
and hunt the best clearings during the
magic last hour of light and maybe
there will be backsteaks for the BBQ
Good luck.
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hen I was 4 ranger at the

Tongariro National Trom

Centre one of the most
common questions askcd of me was
“Where can we buy trout”. The reac
tion was often one of surprisc when
people were informed that the buying
or selling of trout was illegal in New
Zecaland. This was particularly so for
our international visitors from thc
northern hemisphere where trout
retail is as common in many of thcir
countries as snapper retail is in ours.

However, the Conscryation Act 1987 is

No Sale for Selling Trout

quite clear about the illegality of buying
and sclling of trout.

Section 26ZQ states:

Every person commiits an offernice who
buys, sells, or bas in bis or her posses-
sien for tiie pur pose of sale any speris
Sish taken in Neaw Zealand. whether
taken (atfully er otherwise,

Further, Section 26Z1(4)

of the Act states;

No persen sball estublish, manage or
operate a fish farm for treut,

For the record, the definition of
*sports fish” in the interpretation of



the Conservation Act 1987 is: Lvery
species of freshwaler [ish that the
Geverner-General may declare, py
Order in Council. to be sports fish fer
e purpeses of this Act; and any such
Order in Ceunctl iy be expressed lo
apply te freshwater fish i any spect-
Jied freshiweter or olhey weters.

Trout have been declared 2 sports fish.
In some waysit is easy to empathise with
those supporting the idea of buying and
selling trouc in New Zealand. After all we
have a well established and successful
salmon industry and it is not hand 10

make the jump from a business about
salmon production to onc dcaling in
trout; the species arc closcly related (all
salmonids). The ready and cstablished
markets for tcout would be a detinite
advantage forany new business and the
advertising campaigns to target them
could be very powerful set against the
backdrop of our outstaniling landscapes
and greenimage.

Bespite this there arc some very ceal and
serious implications for allowing trout to
become a commodity in New Zealand.
However before we get into 'why' the
buying and selling of trout is a threat
we need to understand what we have to
lose. The value of our wild and pristine
trout fsheries cannot be underestimated
and the polential loss of that value in
both monctary and tourism terms would
be highly significant. ‘The Taupo fishery
alone, which is widcly regarded as one
of the world's premicr trout fisherics
is worth somewhere in the region of
$90m annually to the local and national
cconomies. But it's not just the money
that matters. Anglers come from all over
the world to*expericnce’ our freshwater
fiisheries in a safe, picturesque environ:
ment. A very good example of this kind
of fishing experience is the ability to go
angling for the large. hard fighting wild
brown trout in the wilderness arcas
of the South Island high country. The
ability to take fish like these surrounded
by snow capped peaks. relatively free of
charge and without the restrictions of
civer ownership as in other countries
is a rare opportunity indeed - cven on
a global scale. Make no tuistike. in the
world of trout, New Zealand fishing
experiences are world class:

There is another unseen benefit of
our freshwater fisherics too - as an
education tool. If managed cocrectly
New Zea

promoting the value of sust:

and stands to be an icon for
able
and high quality freshwater and fresh
water habitats to a world where these

things are dwindling. Trout arc¢ part of
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this. They are widely recognised as a
key ‘indicator’ spccies, their presence
requiring good water quality The Taupo
forTomorrow education programmes at
the Tongariro National Trout Centre has
these precepts as its coracrstone, using
trout to teachthese values Lo upcoming
generations. Although there are notable
exceptions, the ability of many New
Zealand watcrways to support good
populations of trout shows the world
that our water quality islooked afterand
worth protecting.

So why does the sale of trout threaten
these ideals? Well the reality is that
from a biological point of view
buying and selling of fish products or
the raising of fish in captivity, which
would bean inevitable consequence of
making trout a commodity, requires a
number of necessary practices. These
include the movement and importa-
tion of milt (sperm), ova (fish eggs)
and other fsh products fTom a varicty
of sources and disposal of fish offal
from processing facilities. There would
also be widespread sale and importa
tion of trout products from oyverseas.
‘T'his action carrics with it the inherent
risk of introducing disease. Once

established many of thesc discases are

very diffiiculi to controland it is almost
inevitable that they will be transferred
to the wild populations at some point.
This can occur more easily than you
think. For example a fimily cnjoyving
a picnic beside one of our rivers has
imported trout as part of the meal and
someone inadvertently throws some
of itinto the river. Or seagulls feed on
fsh offal at the Tzupo <.ump and then
transfer this material to the lake edge.
Imagine the effect of something like
bacterial kidney discasc (BKB) on our
wild trout populations. a dcbilitating
disease that destroys the kidncys.They
cannot fced or spawn properly and
ultimatcly the disease is faial. There arc
also genctic implications. Importation
of trout genctics from different prov-
enances may pollute the genetics of
the wild stocks, primarily through fish
escape from facms.Although this might
have a positive effect there could just
as casily be a negative one, wcakening
the wild fish or modifving their geno
types to make them more susceptible
Lo ecosystem impacts or disease,

Another critical aspect of the whole
debatc is that once things become a
commodity they have a dollar value.
Once the valuc is established it is very
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likely people will exploit it as demon-
strated in some of our marine fisheries
like paua and crayfish. This could be
extraordinarily dctrimental to the
wild trout populatiens as poiching
weuld become & much mere atiric-
tive propesition and a black market is
almost certain to arise. Indeed what
limits poaching currently is the lack
of any large scale market to disposc
of the fish. However, as soon as a legal
nmirket c¢xists experience shews a
thriving black market selling produce
under this cover will develop. For fish-
eries like the South Island brown trout
referred to earlier or theTaupo fishery
this ceuld be catastrophic. Many ef the

high country fisheries arc “resident”
fisheries relying on the cxisting popu
lations of fish intherivers and streams
to nmuaintain them. Incidentally, this is
one reasen why many of these fislr
eries are promoted solely as catch and
release fisheries in order to protcct
the breeding stock.Trout arc casicr to
catch whilctheyare spawning toosein
the firstinstance the spawning streams
would be faveured by poachers. Many
of them are remote so there is diff
culty enfarcing the law in these placcs,
Oncc the spawning stock is removed,
fishcry cellapse is inevitable. More
rcseurcing would be needed also.
Greater incidence of poaching would
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require more moncy. pcople and time
in compliance and law c¢nforcement
to protect fisheries. Often, increasing
the penalties tor such offences is cited
as a possible remedy for preventing
poaching. Howceverincreased penaltics
often result in increased risk (o thosc
enfoicing the regulations and il gener
ates more sopliisticated methods for
poaching fish. Conccivably poaching
could also carry with it a whole raf:
of consequences for anglers and busi-
nesses including a reduction in the
bag limit or closed seasons in certdir
waters which would ultimately result
in a reduction of fiishing opportu-
nity for anglers, tourism and business
revenue,

An interesting sideline of this issue is
that many ofour visitors discover that

the buying and sefting of trout is illegal
whentheydine at local restaurinats Many
want a treut meal but find that it is never
on the menu. For some it is strange that
a region which is so facussed on trout,
does not'sell it in its eatcrics Many locals
arc quericd by visitors about how they
might be abJe to taste trout in a local
restautant Interestingly, the act of cating
trout in a restaurant is not illegal - so
long as you have caught it yoursclfThe
Conservation Act 1987 is quile explicit
on this too:

Scction 26ZQ (2) states:

For the purpese of this section. fist shebf
be deemed to be sold if it ferms pert
of a meal for which puyment fer that
mecl or any part of (be meal is made,
or which is supplied te any person
(whether in accordance with the terms



of a contract of service a1 otherwise)
who is emploved by the person hy
whom the inecadl is supplied:

However, the clause goes on to state:
Provided that nothing ti this subsec¢
tien appiies te sports fish taken legally
pursuant to a crvent ficence and
served to the angler who took the fish
and the angler’'s immediate giests.

So as long as you had a current fishing
licence when the fish was caught, the
mcal is not part of the cost and it is only
being served to you and your immediate
guests its fine. Incidentally it is notillegal
for a fee to be paid for the Chefs time
to prepare the fish. which you would
obviously necd to do in a commercial
restaurant

So in the current political environment
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where there is some pressurc coming
to bare for making trout a commodity
there needs Lo be some very careful
considceration before this takes place.
‘Thereisagreat deal of value and oppor
tunity that can be preserved by main-
taining the buying and selling of trout
as illegal. Many people sce the sale of
trout purely a business opportunity,
whichis fine, but as explained there is a
flip side to that coin. For many involved
with managing and using trout fish
eries in New Zcealand, preventing trout
becoming a commodityis a mechanism
for prescrving the passion and art of fly
angling and protecting the opportunity
to catch wild trout inpristinc surround
ings for future generations. Surely this
ts well worth considcring?

Providing the #1 Fishing Flies
World-wide for over 40 Years...

*All flies are hand-tied and on the best hooks
money can buy, TIEMCO.. Trust the one thing
that holds you to the "Fish of a Life-time!!!"

«  Sparky's Spider
(Floating)

All these great products and many more available from your local Fishing Dealer...

Oistnbuted by Feather Merchants Ltd www.feathermerchanis.co.n»

29

FG1185;



By Randa. Hure
Rundal i3 theTongario
National Treut Centre Ringer

Above:The theme waork iy
going te wives the aquadum an
authemtic freshwater
environ:nent (ecl

Photo By: Rundat Hant

3¢

Fast Forward to the
Freshwater Aquarium

snoled in the Bee 2009 issue of

Terget Taupo, part of the “New

Era® vision for the Tomngariro
National Trouwt Centre included the
Genesis Lnergy Freshwater Aquarium.
Theaim of the aquarium is to showcase
many of NZ's iconic freshwater fish. Jt
also stunds to be an cducation tool Lo
teach the public about the value of
fresh water ccosystems as discussed by
Mike Nicholson on page 4. The displays
will also include unwanted specics that
threaten New Zealand's waterways. This

™

genesis

ERERGY

is primarily an advocacy tool so people
can recognize unwanted organisms in
their waterways and alert authorities
shouldtheydo so.

There was a great deal of effort put
into to the design of the aquarium and
after the approval by the Bepartment of
ated

Conscrvation,construclion was i
in February this yeac The robust acrylic
tanks are being manufactured in Napier
and are S0mm thick to both hold the
large quantitics of water required safely
and alsoinsulate that cold water from the



surrounding air and so prevent conden
sation’l'he aquarium is sited between the
existing'l'ongariro NationalTrout Centre
Society Riverwalk and the hatchery
buildings and will therefore become an
integral part of the total experience fior
visitors to the Tongariro National ‘Trout
Centre. The aquarium contains 10 tanks
of various sizes covering a wide range
of fresh water environments. These
environments include waterfall pools,
river headwaters and riftles, still brick
ish water, slow moving forest steams and
shallow lake edges. There are also tanks
showing exotic fish, some of which are
classified as unwanted organisms uncler
the Biosecurity Act 1993, In addition 10
the tanks the aguarium is themed to
reflect a natural setting which includes
rock walls and various native plants
found around streams, adding to the
aimosphere. The themces were con
structed in Auckland and brought down
in pieces

Many aspects of the aquarium arc “f rst
of their type"which has presented many
challenges for the designers, builders,
tank manufacturers and the personnel
constructing themes for these aquaria.
A good example is the “riffle” tank, the
aquarium centerpicece, where the chat
lenge istomake the water flow and look
like a typical river rapid or riffle. com
plete with boulders.

The process of designing and obtain-
ing approval to build the aguarium was
a complex and lengthy process.There
were many statutory requirements and
approvals required to both build and
stock it with the required species many
of which did not exist in the Taupo
catchment. As an organization respon-
sible for administering many of these

approvals for others, being the applicant

has made for an interesting insight into
the process.

Examples of the native freshwater fish
and invertebrates being displayed will
include variousspecies of bullies,kokopu
(shortjaw, banded and giant) and eels

as well as torrent fsh, black flounder,
fresh water shrimp, koaro, inanga, smelt,
mudf: sh, koura and fresh water mussels.
Each of these native specices will be dis
played in tanks that reflect their natural
environment. Examples of fish that can
have detrimental impacts in ncw watce
ways will be Koi carp, gold fish. pcreh,
tench, catfish, gambusia and rudd.They
will be displayed in innovative tanks
which refiect the need to keep rhese
specics from escaping and spreading.
An essential part of the design and
approval process was to ensure there
was no risk of accidentally introducing
new or unwanted organisms to the Inke
Taupo ccosystem. This required a high
level of risk analysis on the final design
and criteria for stocking. Some of the
outcomes Irom this :malysis include;

= Scaled fish tanks containcd within a
bund.Additionally the buiad is draincd to
an isolated sump.

= Ensuring the tops of these tanks arc
above any previously known Tongariro
River flood levels

= Keeping f sh of only one sex

= Procedures to cuthanize fish if flood
levels did become a threat.

The aquarium facility will also have
an independent quarantine facility to
ensure new fish or invertebrates cap-
tured from the wild do not introduce
unwarmued organisms or disease to the
aquirium tanks.

There is still a considerable amount of
work to be completed before the aquas
ium is opened to the public early in
201L. During November the main riffle
tank arrived and was fitted in place. This
is a very luge acrylic tank which was
transported from Napicr in two pieces
and joined at the site, The acrylic panels
forthe other large tanks were also fitted
and scaled. The curing of the various
adhesives and sealants for these tanks
will take up to 25 daysbefore the tanks
can be filled with water After all the
tanks arc filled and the water reticula

31



54

Thc Ktst batfof the
centerpicee transition
or*riffle"1ank acrives

Pboto &y: Randai flart

tion system checked, the final themes

for the tanks will be completed and the
various species introduced.The majority
of the native fish will supplied by the
Maharangi Technical Institute and the
remainder will be sourced from local
streams and lakes.

®ther challenges to be faced by the
staff involved in the day to day operi
tion of the aquarivm will be fi:eding the
various types of fish and the general
upkecp of the tanks once things arc
running smoothly, Many speciesrequire
feeding oflive food such as meal worms,
maggots and whit¢ worms so cultures
of these will need to be established
and maintained. Threc Bepartment of
Conservation staff and onc Tongariro
National Trout Centre Society volun
teer attendled a two day training and
familiarization session at National

Aquarium in Napier recently to get a
handle on this operation. The session
covered many aspects of the day to day
running of laige aquariums and proved
invaluable to those who attended.

The finished aquarium will be a tribute
to the dedication of all the people and
organizationsinvolvedin its conceptand
build. It will also be a unique andinvalu
able asset to the Tongariro NationalTrout
Centre which is an iconic Department
of Conservation site and a major tourist
attraction, The opening of the agquarium
in early 2011 will be advertised in the
media so keep an cye out for it and plan
to come and enjoy the experience.

In the mean time remember to CHECK,
CLEAN, DRY and tight lines



By Fisna Maguire
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Te Matapuita or Sounh Taupo
Wetlands are of

nation:il significance

Pt PR Iucy Roberts

Restoration of Te Matapuna, Wild
South Taupo Wetlands

e Mmapuna (South Taupo)

wetland steetches from Oretua

in the nocth toWaihi in the south-
west and covers some 1300ha. The acca
hits hadl & long history of fa¢ mainly pee
pctuated by humian habittion. Before
humans accived the wetland was domi-
nated by wll mative trees including Kahi
Ratea, marai, ribbonwoodl and kowhai.
With the acrival of humins and the insit
tiuble need for grazing land, much of the
wetland forest was felled and burnt. As
i result. many of the native tree species
arc now in extrenely losy numbers in
the wetland.

‘Te Matapuna wetland is one ofthe laegest
wetlnds in the Noeth Island and also
holds a great deal of culturl vadue 10
local iwi. It provides many recreational
opportunitics for the local community.
Unfortaniuely, the tree specics that now

dominate the wethud we geey and crick
willow, T'hese we intiwduced species andd
considered to be the number onc weed
of Te Matapuni and many othere wetlnds
around New Zealand., Willow trees take
over wetkunds and work to turn wetlind
into ‘dry Lwd’ by developing large root
nueses and teapping scdiment,

Wetlnds e extremcly inportant ccosys-
tems as they act i natare’s sponges They
retain watere in periods of drought imd
soak up water in perods of ritin which
in turn can help prevent floeding They
can also act as filiers improving wiater
quality entering fuke ccosystems such
as Lake Taupo. Watlands wre also home
10 nany endangered plant and animal
speceies. To protect imd enhance these
vitlues in Te Matapuna, the Department
of Conservation hive been working in
parencrship with the Tongacire Natueal
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Willow's are destructive to
wethinds andare skowly
Leing Kitled and removed
0m T¢ Matipuni Bke these
onesnear Stute Highyeay 1
Pooro by: fearnna Nash

llistory Society since 2005 carrying out
willow control on areas of public conscr
vation land in the Waimaiino Recreation
Reseave, the Waiotaka Scenic Reserve,
and in association with Ngati Rongomai
the upper Waitoaka RiverThe Waiotaka
and Waimarino Rivers are two of the
main watercourses feeding Te Matapuna.
In conjunction with the willow contiol,
restoration siles for new native plantings
have been created.

Large areas of grev and cruck willow
have been controlled through acrial
boom and spot spriying backed up by
ground control wsing the drilling tech-
niques which involves drilling into the
willow trunks and injecting herbicide.
This opesation has been completed
by Bepartment of Conscrvation staff,
Tongariro Natural Llistory Society volim-
teers and local contrictors.'The work is
always carried out between December
and February as this i when the willow
trees are in full leaf, the sap is rising

and they are at the best growth stage
to actively take in the herbicide. By
Killing the willow trees the native veg-
ctation will have a chance to re-estab-
Lish and with time, dominate the areas
previously occupied by willow: In turn
this will provide better habitat for
the endangered fauna that inhabit the
wetland including bird species such as
Australian bittern, banded cuil and fern-
bird. Clearing the willow will als0 give
the wetland a chance to return to its
‘natural state’ and perform its ecosy stem
services of flood and drought control.
New arcas of T¢ Matapuna are being
designated for control cach ycar, and
local iwi have also been ¢ncouruged to
control willow on the arcas of land that
is under their ownership.

In addition to willow control, two
riparian restoration sites have also
been established. The first of these
sites chosen is alongside the Waiotaka
River in the Waiotaka Scenic Reserve.
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> now ready

Having previously been farmed, this
was a very weedy site so it benefited
greatly from restoration. An area of
2ha was cleared of all weedy ground
cover (predominantly blackberry)
using a tractor and rotary slasher
and all willow trees on site were
drilled and poisoned. As ground cover
weeds began (o re-emerge they were
destroyed and in due course, when

the planting site was ready, a team of
people planted some 750 native plants
Kahikatea and cabbage trees were a
feature of the planting, whilst other
trees planted included kowhai, ribbon
wood, manuka,and tocto¢, all of which
would have historically been dominant
here. These plants came from local
seed sources around the'longariro arei.
They were grown on and cared for by
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ion of T'¢ My apunica

the Tongariro Natural History Society
in their aursery. [tis very imporwantin
restoration plantings that the plants
used are ‘locally sourced’ to avoid the
introduction of new cultivars into the
area which might be genetically differ
ent and unsuitable for the site. Thesc
plants have now becn in the ground
for 17 months and ar¢ showing tre-
mendous growth, prompting further
ground clearance for additional plant
ings at a later date.

A second restoration site was established
earlicr this ycar on State Highway Onc
along the banks of the Waimarino River
Thissiteis on private Maori land and was
chosen as a showcasc site' as it can be
aasily viewed by traffic passing by:In this
way. the wetland restoration progress
can be shared by all. This area of roughly
lha in siz¢ was plamed in species very
similar to the Waiotika planting site, and
was planted collaboratively by local iwi,
“Tongariro Natwr-al History Society volun-

teers and Department of Conservation

biodiversity swff. Recently with the
warm weather these new plantings have
shown excellent signs of growth imd we
arc all excited about the futurc of this site.
Continual monitoring is required to keep
an ¢ye on the weed re-growth around the
plants and refease spraying will be pce
formed when and where necessiry.

This wetland restoration will provide great
benefit to anglers. As anglers wel know,
exotic species like willows often make it
very difficult to reach the river edge and
gain access o fishing spots. By poison-
ing the crack willow that tend to hug the
margin of the Waiotaka and Waimarino
rivers, and the nasty blackberry scrub
that so often surrounds the basc of them,
access and back.casting room will be
greatly improved. Imagine the pleasure
of angling under the shade of a beantiful
kowhai or ribbonwood as these species
recolonise over time. Ah yes. anglers and
conservationists alike, we all eagerly await
the renwrn of e Matapuna wetland to its
former glory!
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Have you Enjoyed
Reading Target Taupo
By Carelyn Newel r¢ you ¢njoying reading Target Taupo? 1f you would like to receive the next

Carolyn is ranger - Service onc then read on. From the stact of the new season (Ist July 2010) we will be
equiring your postal information again so we can send you'laeget Taupo. You

ponky need to register once for the 2010/11 season.

Previously we used to compile the address list from the duplicates of all our whole
season licences sold. Howcver dm_: to major ongoing issues of illegible scribe, incor
cct or incomplete addresses and in conjunction with the very considerable statf
sources to transeribe the 11,000 or se nanies and addresses, we have looked at new
ways to collect this information.

50 please send your contact details in via email or phone us. Receiving your postal
information this way will also give :IS a point of contact to fallow up on any vital infos
mation that may be missing, increasing the likelihood of you receiving your valued
issues of the magazine. We can also usc your details to send out information on the
upcoming Management Plan review. We need your full home postal address rather
than your holiday home address. Similarly if you are Rural Belivery, as many homes
are, please remember you have to be registered for Rural Belivery with New ZenInm}
Post to receive mail

IEYOU WANT

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR
* NAME

* POSTAL ADDRESS
INCLUDING POSTAL CODE

* LICENCE NUMBER
to targettaupo@xtra.co.nz or if you do not have access
to a computer, call Taupo Fishery Area office, 07 384
7171 upon purchasing your adult season or adult week
licence. Registration will entitle you to receive the next 2

issues of Target Taupo. These contact details are also be
printed on your license.




Julie iresives with a blg
brown 't Whaiau trip
after dark. Do anglers want
o retum to kss Gsh in Iake
G but the rophics of old like
this big lcllow? Consultation
on the'Tuipo spores Fishery
Managenwent Plan will $ive
You the obportunity 10 tell s
Pboto i frutte Greaves
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Figeent 1) istinzeed brown
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1994 to 2010 (adjusted
ake into account tish miswed
during Noods)

Too ManyTrout?

he trend of v-ery luge numbers
of nice but not huge trout,
continued this winter at |ake
®iamangakau. Previously this fishery
was recognised for very low catch rates,
but the ftish titken were often of truly
trophy size.
Since 1994 we have trapped the spawn-
ing run in the le Whaiau and nearby
1P2apakai Streams from April to August.
The spawning migrations into ise two
streams comprise imost all of the mature
twout living in Lukes @tamangakau and
‘I'e Whaiau. The trend in the brown and
rainbow trout populations over this
period isshown in figure 1.

As in recent years the rainbow run is
approximately seven times larger than
in the mid 1990's. Similarly the brown
run continues to slowly increase and the
run (his winter is the largest recorded
since trapping begun.

‘This would seem to be good news but
these numbers have come at the cost
ofiish size. While the rainbow run was
estimated at only 544 £shin [995,20%
of the run was 4 kilograms or larger
and 36 trout recorded in execss of the
magical 101bs (4.54kg). By contrast
this year the largest rainbow recorded
was only 3.95kg. The smaller size of
the trout is reflected in figure 2 which

Nomber
%
2

Year
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shows the trend in average size over
the last 17 ycars.

‘The very high rainbow numbers over the
last three years coincide with the lowest
average size reconded, one and a quarter
kilograms less than in 1995, Interestingly
changes in the average size of the brown
trout closely mirror the trend in the 1ain-
bows.despite the brown trout population
only gradually increasing over this period.
‘Ihe mitibows still have an average condi-
tion factor of around €3.5 to 44 which
represents a nice lish by any standards;
however this is significantly less than the
47.5 and 48 condition fzctors measured
in 1995 and 1996 respectively: Indeed
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in the mid 1990s the average condition
factor of the maiden trout (on their first
spawning migration) was over 50 which
is truly outstanding, and perhaps goes a
long way to explaining the incidence of
somany large trout

Soitseems thatoncethebiomassoftrout
hasincreased past a particular level that
this has significantly impacted on the
individual growth rates and 1herefere
production of trophy fish. This raises
the question as to whether we niight
try to manage trout numbers toiincrease
growth rates, or retain the srits quo
and cnjoy the high catch rates of what
are still very nice fish.

It is ian opportune tinie to debate this as
the Taupo Sport Fishery Management
Plan which guides our management of
Lake Otamangikau is now up for review:
Currently the lake is identified as a trophy
fishery and to be managed in this wiyzWith
the lnowledge gained from thic recent trap
ping results tis would suggest we need to
signiticanly reduce trout numbers, which
intarm would negatively affect catch rates
but hopefilly result in a higher incidence
of very big fish. What should we clo? So fir
anglers are divided depending on their

expericnce of the lake. Almost without
exception those that fished through the
period of very low catch rates but very
lacge fish in the mid 1998 £ wour a return



(o this scenario. That is intercst
ing given how hard the fishing
could be (theaveiage catchiate
in 1995 was one fish cvery 1)
hours). However those who
have come since say it is a won-
derful fishery as it is and leave
well alone.

In the short term we will
almost certainly see some
reduction in numbers in the
next couple of yews anyway,
as a consequenice of all the
rain during September and
the filooding in Lake Taupo
thirough into the Waikato.
During this time Genesis were
reqquired to ccease diverting
water from the Western dives
sions of the Tongariro Power
Scheme into lake Taupo for
several weeks. This necessi-
tated closing Wairchu Canal
and spilling LakeTe Whaiau,
the flow over the spillway
taking many returning trout
and ncwly emerged fry fream
‘Te Whaiau Stream with it into
the Whanganui system.

it's not ali bad as in reality this
event may well give a steer as
to a possible solution should
we seck to reduce trout
numbers on an ongoing basis.
Similacly results over the next
couple of years should reveal
whctherhavinga smaller erout
population is in fact reflected
by an increase again in trout
growth and size, or just a red
herring. It will also bc intce
esting to sce how angless feel
about any changcs

Ifyou wouldlike tamake your
views known on this issuc
plcase take the opportunity to
be added to our mailing list to
receive the management plan
discussion paper as detailed
on page 38.
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Krumov. Cxech Republic
Lhete by:-Michel Deelreset

The Concept of Trophy

s explained in the last issue of

Target Taupo the fishery at Lake

Dtamangakau has shifi.ed in the
last decade from one producing many
large rainbow trout that were hard to
catch, to the more recent dynamic of
an abundance of smaller fsh that are
easier to catch. This swing will probably
satisfy anglers for whom size does not
matter and who enjoy relatively high
catch rates. However, for another group,
the catch ruw appears unimportant and
what draws them to Lake O is the pros
pectof catching afish as large as those
of yesteryear.
in this article [ will explore what drives
us to go fishing in the Lirst place. [ have
deliberately also included references to
hunting as both pursuits have the same
origin and many aspects in common.
Many anglers are tlso hunters. In fact
the enlivening and highly recommended

book written by José Ortega y Gasset
“The Meditations of Hunting” (ISBN
10: 1885106181) has been the main
impctus behind writing this article and

the sections initaiics in the text that do

not mention their origin are extracts
of this book. Further on the article also
examines the concept of“trophy ™.

®f course we fish or hunt because we
love it, but why do we love it so much?
There does not appear to be any histort
cal surveys carricd out in New Zealand
aimed at inding out why. However, in
2007 Conservation Eorce, an interna-
tional organisation trying 10 protect the
rights of angles's and hunters asked that
question of 2400 anglers and hunters
across the United StatesThe results indi-
cate that the overriding reasons driving
Amcericans to go cither fishing or hunting
arc similar. There is one clear difference
between anglers and hunters though. It
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seems that fshing provides more refax-

ation but less contact with nature than
hunting. It is reasonable to assume that
the motivation pushing Kiwis to go
fishing and or hunting will be similan
The table below illustrates the results
from theAmerican survey.

Hunting and Fishing Motivation

Intcrestingly ncither “procuring a
trophy” or “providing meat” ace: rcasons
represented in the cesults,aelcast explie
itly It is possible that the “challenge”
responses from anglers and hunters
alludes to securing a wophy fish or
animal, however, it is still only signify-
cant for 20% of anglers and 16% of the
hunters surveyed. So this is probably the
first and somcewhat unexpected lesson:
the vast majority of today's anglers and
huntcrs don’t seck their quarey with the
intention of securing a trophy or food.

The concept that most anglers don't go
fishing © physically catch a fish is very
intriguing indeed and might be quite
foreign for some.

1n ancient times there was absolutely no
other reason to go fishing than to provide
food. People had to devote their entire
lives to hunting and fishing in order to
survive. Hunting and fishing were the
first occupations and thc first profcs
sions Huntingand f shing werc unavoid
able and practically the sole supporter of
continued existence. Furthermore, these
activities totally governed human life,
its acts and ideals, its technical progress
and its social aspects SO in many ways
hunting and fishing wcre responsible for
the first life styles. In carly times being
human consisted of being a hunterand
angler (often later referred (o as a hunter
gatherer)

Inthe modernera it is appropriate o ask

WHATM@TIVATES PEOPLE TO HUNT AND FiSH? | ANGLERS HUNTERS
To relax 27.9% 15.4%
Get away o nature 27.6% 42.8%
Good family activitv/:zood way to spend time with fricnds | 20.6% 20.3%
The challenge 19.3% 15.5%
Qther 3.9% 4.3%
Don’t know or no answer 0.7% 1.6%
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if we have almost completely lost this

origil nstinct. This is hard to believe
considering that we still have the same
genes. Legically our instinct to hunt and
fish should still be buricd intheresome
where. Also, we all know that hunting
and fishing does not always culminate
with the capture of something but most
willagree that when it does it certainly
adds to our enjoyment of life. So let's

have a better look at each of the reasons
listed in Table 1 driving people to under
take hunting and fishing pursuits

Going fishing for relaxation is the main
reason given by anglers. Relaxation is a
vague state of mind that can be felt dif
ferently in ditficrent situations For some it
miay mean solitude, and for others sharing
time with friends. Relaxation alse has
obvious limits. For examplce who cimnot
remember an angling journey that started
in a very telaxed manner,but after You had
gone through halfa speel of fluorecarbon
and left 10 nymphs on the bot:om those
relaxed fealings were seriously fraved?
Intriguingly regardless of these events,
which happen all too often, something
deeper pushes us o return again and
again. Why? Perhaps angling makes us
feel free in our otherwise: curbulent world
We are free when angling - not necessarily
because it changes our ordinary routincs,
but because we can move beyond ourorcli-
nary sclves.and retuen to our more primal

roots. Progress bas projected the bunian
Jar ey from bis ancestreal proce ity of



nature thatis animats,plants, and miner-
als Now we enjoy bunting and fishing as
the y are the only occupations that aitow
us (0 return (o the natire and. bence, to
take a boliday from the bimanity

This is why the necd to gt away to
nature is almost asimportant as sceking
cclaxation and the second most impoe
tant reason cited for angling. This is
ccasomably casy to conceive as fishing
makes us more awiace ‘and more con-
templative of our natural surroundings.
When we are {ishiing oc hunting wc fall
in love svith nature:

This is why we hunt and fish. When we
arc ticed of being “modern” we take our
guns, rods, whistle the dog and go to the
bush or the civer to spend a few hours
enjoying Leing “palacolithic”.

Man bas always bad the opportuutly
to escape firom the present to the Prirnt
tive form &f being bumear that started
bistory. Before the primitice form of
Iaeman kRind was ondy what is perma-
nent: natire. 1'be naturve man s still
bere but bidden in the bistoric man.
Wiien we cailt bim bere be comes a bit
stiff and drowsy but be is still present,

Itis amazing to note bow guickly we
realize nature and lose our worries,
mood and the charucter of our every diy
Efe to wake wf the sarege brunan in o-
selves when we leace the city and arrive
in“nature”. Our kfe seems to lose weigin
that ts rowgressicet y replaced by a sort of
aclolescence’s perfuine anct freshness

The bunting and fishing grounds are
neter exotic but to the contrary sone
thing dalrectedy known, where we could
always bave been anci the “ferat” man
who sudclenly appecrs in us doesn’t
introduce bimself as a foreigner but
as our most evldent, spontaneous and
comfertable 1",

Man isa transfuslon of nature Hemoved
out of it and started to matee bistor)
tryping baid to realize the fmaginary,
the imfmobable, ancd even the impos
sible. History is always made agatnst

ihe grain of nature. Man goes bunting’
Sishing to relax by returring trensétorily
and artificially to avoic bistory.

Wie need to freserve this acrid onput-
ston that we bave inberited from the
primitive wan. It is only through bim
that we car obtain the greatest luxury:
being able to enjoy a botiday from onr
bincn condition through an autyen-
tic inpmersion in nature.

The third most importam reason that
drives anglers to go fishing is to shice some
Liime with their Zamily or feiendsThis sen
timent may well bc¢ a ceminiscent of our
ancient life L0o. It isimpottant for some of
usto show that we still have the capability
to provide for our families Ihe fact that
we may no longer need to go tishing or
hunting to provide food and clothing is

immaterial: fandamentally we still need to
know that we ¢an be providers and fishing
or hunting give us this recassurance.
Hunters know from firsthand expere
ence that “life lives on lives, The bunter
partice pates divectly in the most funda
mental processes of life, which is why
the food chain i for him a love chain
And that is why buntershave been anc
slitt are. by fas the foremost conserva
tiowists of wildlifie cmd wild places. to
the benefit of everyone

- Randall L. Eaten -

However, as John Madson summarized
during the Symposium onNorthAmerica's
Hunting Heriiage in 1993 in Bozeman,
Hunters mey 1y to reduce their motives
to such tangibles as trepbies, met,
good dogwork, companionshi ). exer
ctse. freedom in guality envirowments,
or simply “adventure” Underlying all
that, bowewver; are deeply embecdded
reasons theit neéther bunter nor fsy-
chologist is really equipped 1o fathom,
‘This may well be so but there is a further
intrigruing question that needs consider
ation. Why for somc is there the challenge
in fishing or hunting to procure a trophy?
Etymologically, the word trophy comcs
from the French trophée and means a
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monument to victoryHistory tells us that
in ancient Greece, trophics were created
on the battlefields where the enemy had
been defeated and various items were
dedicated to a god or gods. These tre-
phics included captured weapons and
other military parancphalia, which
were hung on a tree or a lacge post.The
ancient Romans waated to keep their
trophics closer 10 home. Instead, of
erecting a tribute to the victors and the
gods on victory ground, the Romans had
special trophies constructed in Rome.
These trophies of.en included architec-
tural structures like columns and arches
built on pedestals.

Another ancient form of representing
trophies was to display various parts of
the human body taken from the enemy
Archacological evidence indicates that
this practice is of great antiquity and
was comimon in every major culture.
The removal and prescerving of the head,
scalp, cve, ears, tecth, checkbone, man
dible, arms. hands, fingers, legs, tect and
somctimes genitalia for use as trophies
was widespre¢ad. Fortunately this sort of
practice is nowadays the prerogative of
only of a few disturbed minds.

1he origin of taking aninmal body parts as
trophies is more obscure. For many cen-
wiries humans have felt a need to display
“dead things”, particularly in natural
histor'y museums. Trophy mounts of a
variety of animals are common wall deco-
rations. However.a major differcnce to the
human trophies mentioned earlier is that
animal patts are often tiken and used as
everyday-objects, such as deer antler used
as a knife handles, chandeliers. tables, coat
hangers.or as a priest to kill trout.

But the usc of trophics in this reganc was
something that developed over time.
Eacly hunting and fishing was much
more primal. The prehistoric paintings
found in caves in Lascaux in southern
Imnce and in Altamira in Spain clearly
indicate that early hunting and fishing
was not tor the purposc of securing tro
phics at all. These paintings represent

vibrant animals roaming the counti:y
side and hunting scenes portraying their
capture as encounter'ed by the hunter
This means that the artists who painted
them had survived the experience,
something that was not a given when
vou consicer the beasts they had to deal
with and the archaic weapons available
These victories of human over animal
for food or to prove stecngthin the face
of danger were one of the prerequisites
for the survival of our spccies. In some
ways the excitement ot the hunt and
the danger it entailed paved the way for
the culture of “trophy™. Trophics were
uscd to teach and tell stories relayving
the meaning of success to {uture gen-
crations. It is interesting that in the
modern cra animals destined tor human
consumption are rarely mounted and
displayed. Visual images of these “used
animals” convey the message thit using
animals to meet human needs is normal
and we should not be bothered by the
practice.

After the invention of photogtaphy in
the mid-nineteenth century by Joseph
Nicéphore Niépce, pictures have been
used to record animal trophies Trophy
photographs in hunting or fishing maga
zines are now recorcls of prowess,st.rength,




Belvw k2t & right:
Prehistoric humting paine
ings feund in caves in
Lascaus, south Fsance and
Altinaia, Spaio

Photos cerstesy of wicu
dettcianaricom

and virility for some and for others they
conveyr the beauty of nature and wild
animalsThe covers of hunting and fishing
magazines usually display vibnnt images
of, beautiful and majestic tahr, deer or

chamois run

g gracefully or standing
nuajestically If a trout figures on the cover
then it will be leaping or be swimming
in cristal clear water Oddly enough the
pages between the from and back covers
will be full of dead animals or fish suggest-
ing that dcath not life connects the gath
crec with nature and animals.

Another interesting facet is the fact that
for most terrestrial animals the body
parts displayed gencerally come from
males Deer antters and boar tasks we
probably the most common in New
Zcaland. Perhaps it stems from the
greater level of danger encountcered
when dispatching a large strong male
of the species all those ycars ago. But
the display of aquatic animals like fish
trophics is diffcrent. The display of £sh
parts as trophics is nol common practice

except perhaps fer the terrifying open
jaws of a shack or the long clegance of a
marlin bill. Further, photographs of f.sh
as a trophy convey a similar impact as
a wall mounted trophy because the fish

doesn’t need to die.Ifyou catch a trophy
fish you can weigh it, photogiaph it and
still have the choice of releasing it.This
is unlikc terrestrial animals where the
kil is compulsory, it cannot be caught,
photographed and released. 1t is also
rraditionally been more difficult for a
taxidermist Lo recreate a realistic “live’
looking fsh and for trophy fsh scx
doesn't appear to be important.

So what is considcred as a trophy?

Most of us will never kill and mount “The
Mother of All Trout™. Yet we probably all
have the story of a fish that we will always
remember and tell every time the right
circumstances arise. The special value of
that tish for us is not always measured in
weight or length but on the litres ofswieat
or adrenalin released during a ducl that
was fiir and squarc

However, the assessment of a trophy is
highly dependent on where a fiish was
taken and what the population is like.
Takea [0 pound trout. @ften this magical
limitis set 1o separate the ordinary irom
the uophy trout. But here's the catch. If
you sccure that fish in a fishery where
most fish reach 11 pounds it will cer-
tainly not have the same prominence as
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Taupo woul have an average
weighe of 1.5kg like this one
imd ace ieophics o most
otheranglees i the warld
Photo by: feln Webb

a 10 pounder caught where fish averige
S poundsThis means that you need to
assess whal conslitutes a trophy for the
place that is being tished or hunted. For
example in ‘Taupo the size of the trom
monitored in Waipa would suggest that,
for thelast 2 decades, any rainbow trout
above 8 pounds can casily be consid
ered as a trophy. On the other hand for
a brown that figure could be 10 pounds.
In Like Otamangakau a 10 pound
rainbow or brown can now be labelied
as a trophy: Buring the micl 1990°s the
prospects of catching a rainbow heavier
than £0 pounds in this lake werc much
higher and a trophy during tlus pcriod
was more around the 3 pound mark.
Conceivably. this means \he concept of
rrophy can change with time. Judging by
the response from the anglers on Lake O
this season it appears that many anglers
familiar with the fishery don’t want to
lower the 13 pound benchmark.

Another side to this is the opportunities

available to secure a trophy. For example
if you were an angler that had only a
once in a lifetime opportunity to catch
a rainbow trom | would suggest that a
rainbow of any size would constitute a
trophy In this way what constitutes a
trophy is not measured in units and is in
the cye of the beholder for any number
of reasons. A final word. at Taupo wc¢
catch 'trophy’ trout as a matter of course.
Putting thisin perspective is to compare
them with the size of trout oversceas.
Fvery New Zealander who has been
travelling and fiishing for trout in Europe
or America is certainly aware of that.
Our average size trout of 1.5 kg caught
at a nte of 0.3 fiish per angler per hour
dwarfs the aspirations of just about any
other angler worldwide. S0 when you
next caltch one think fantastic. another
trophy in the bag!

Remember the proverb that says It is not
the quarry, but the chase.not the trophy,
but the rice.




By Pavc (Bidynio) Cade.
Hudlce Cade
and Ethan Winter

Dace is our didymo emgee

op: Ayoung Hadlee Cade (5)
with a.couple of nice 1ait-
baws neire Kioloch

Pl By 4dare Cade

The Rewards of Fishing With Kids

spenda lot ol time on the riverbanks

either in the course of ny work or

when I'm fishing in my own time
and 1 have plenry of opportunitics to
obscrve people behaviour The declin
ing recruitment of young people into
freshwater ungling is somcthing that
often goes unnoticed but addressing it is
essential fec the frture of both fly Gishing
as a sport. and the heulth and vibrancy of
feeshwater fisheries themselves. While 1
fecl there are less young people fshing
taday than say 30 years ago [ also think
there is a great deal more we can do to
reeruit young people into Ireshwater
fishing,
Forinstance, takca parent who hasa child
aged somewhere around K) vears, and
not yet big enough to fish the'l'ongariro
River with large rods and a weighted
nymph. In many cuases they will take

the option of waiting until that child is
strong cnough to handle the cquipmient
belore introducing them to the sport,
However, another option is to start them
off on a smaller river with  wetline.The
smaller streams around Taupo such as
the W,
casicr for young people to lcarn on than

narino or Hinem u¢ much
the Tongariro, but [ scldom sec this hap
pening. Smaller civers can provide some
supetb sport at times. they are relatively
safe and require smaller casts by the less
expericnced among us.

Fishing with wcighted nymphs to
spasvning trout is a vary popular
mcthod now and there is little doubt
that it is very success{ul. But nymph-
ing is ¢uite technical in its application
Further, weighted nymphs cerctainly
don’'t make learning to cast any casice
On rivers like the Tongariro you are
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Hadlee Cade ac the Major
Jones PoolJongarico River
Photu by Dere Caele

The c¥cle continues. Iladlee

Cade pagges on sone GiPs (0

voung Ben Blickatore on the
Hinemaiaia Rivee

Phote by e Cade
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dealing with long leaders, multiple flies
and indicators that all necd to be moni-
tored while fishing. Wetlines on the
ether hand are nice and simple, have
shorter leaders, usually with onc fly or
lure and are fairly easy Lo cast.A wetline
with a rabbit tly or a woolly bugger can
be as lethal as a nymph when there are
fish around. There are plenty of places
on the smaller rivers where a child in
their gumboots with a wetline and a
rabbit fly teiled downsiream can catch
trout. tn Tony Jensen's book Trout of
the Tongariro, on page 106 there is an
excellent story of a young boy catching
plenty of fish doing exactly this.
Having rcady success is key fora young
person starling down the angling trail
- und lets face it, we have all beenthere.
Have you ever hooked a fsh, glanced
around to sec the look oflonging on the
face of ayoung person fishing close by?
Qne of the things 1 regularly do in this
circumstance. if I'm blessed enough to
hook a fish. is hand the rod to themAfter
all, I have caughe plenty, and I can catch
plenty more because I am ¢xpericnced.
Personally, one of the most rewarding
things about fishing is ro make a young
persons day:

Once youngsters become anglers,




Eersonallyone of the most
ressding things about
fishing is making « Young
peesons day. Beo Cenler
with atop fish

Phtry by-Simnn Cude

1 am astounded by their suddcn
commitment to the preservation and care
of our rivers and lakes as well. My son
Hadlee Cade was awarcied a Department
ofConsere: ation award in 2008 for his vol-
untary work. Ethan Wintcr tlid a Gateway
programme with the Bepartmentin 2010
and both of these young mcn now work
part time for the Bcpartment helping

with the aquatic weed campaigns. [n

addition I have 3 young people from
Wanganui. Taupo and Auckland who will
be spending time with me this summer
on a voluntary basis doing conscrvation
work like trapping and wced controi.
I really enjoy taiking to yeung pcoplc
about how they got ino fishing and what
their ideals are about the fishery. Ethan
Winter recalls:

“Iy fishing to me is all about getting out




Qut antheirown now janks:
Williams aod Tadlee Cate
cnjoy ¢hasing rainbows
Pixito by: Dave Cade

on the water with my mates, Igot into the
sport when | got a {iveod for Christmas
I would go fishing after school and on
the weekends After @ yvear I caught my
ficst tainbow teut. What kept me going
wias the challenge of getting my casting
and mending of the deift cight and then
landing my f st trout. Some people think
yeung people should be able to Daitish
or spinifish in the river but 1 would always
have gone for 1y fishing ‘lo me it's a
better way and morc challenging “that's
what got me into fishing and I still love it
to this day”

For many people it is wbout building
memories too. The following testimony
is from Nadlee Cade:

“1 was ficst introduced to tout fishing
by my dad. We used to comce to Taupo
on holiday from the furm and go out
harling in the dinghy. Td really enjoyed

fighting any {ish that I hookced and dad
would encourcage us by letting us fight
tish he hooked as well. I was 5 when
1 caught my ficst limit from Grandad’s
boat harling in Kinloch Bay.

1 was 7 when we moved to Taupo and
from then on 1 ccally enjoved going
fly fishing during the winter months.
We would get up about Gun and have
the car packed. We would eat toast and
milo for breakfast on the way to the
river Iwould fish for a while but if the
action was slow | would lose interest
quickly, put my fishing rod somewhere
Pad
spent time teaching me the difference

safe and head off to build a hut.

between native trees and weed trees
and 1 soon understood that I could cut
anything down aslong as it was a weed
like broom or lupin. So he would fish
and 1 would build huts but whenever



he hooked one 1 would drop every
thing and go and f.ght the fish. That was
aways my job and it made me feel us
though | was part of the action, I was
also partofthe action once day when we

went to cioss backover the Hinen
Stream af'ter fishing @ pool. The Stream
was fairly shallow bui too deep for me
to wade in my gumboots so Dud put me
on his back and off we went. We had
crossed over tots of times at the same
spot but this time Dad teipped on 4 rock
and we both went in the river. So there
we were standing in the stream in about
2 feet of water, both of us wet theough
laughing our heads off.

When 1 was oldet Dad bought me my
first fishing rod. Wow my own fishing
rod, it was a bigthing forme. 1 also got
a fishing jacket for Christmas that year
and a reel from my Grandad. 1t was a
gieat day in the middle of 2007 when L
hooked and landed my first river fish on
my own rod and ¥ felt as though 1 had
achicv-ed something magic. So with my
own widers and geiar it was now all on.
Look out fish!!

The spirit that clad and 1 shared helped
foster my love for fishing and as a child
and the more your parents mike you
part of something the more you want to
do it with them.

Once | had started to catch fish on the
own that was it.I svas outand into it. One
big day was when 1 hooked and landed
2 fish from the Major Jones Pool on the
Tongarira in between 2 guides and their
clients. 1 thought I was the man!  Any
child interested in fly fishing will always
go further with the support from their
family and being kept part of the action.”
In suy view alot of young people are keen
to fly fsh and spend time tooking afier
the rivers. Bringing young people along
is extremely rewarding for both partics
and therce are wiys to do it successfally
~investing time is the key: Changing regu-
lations © muke fish casier 10 Catch will
help young people into freshwater fisher
ies, but by the sume token lets help them
und foster their memories and angling
experiences as much as wwe can.

www.sportlﬁgme-turagy CO.1;
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By Heath Cairos
Htath'is a cangerin the
fishety operdtions wodk

Adrift diver checks the
overhangs iec signs of life
Pboto by. Heath Calris

ome ofyoumay have scen it bunch

of mysteriotis; fleoprenc clad Irh:
2 viduals wandering past you in the
upper reaches of a river whileyou ace
quictly cnjoyinga days angling and won-
dereed “What are they up to?”.To answer
this question the following article pro-
vides a small insight into the operation
of drift diving. what it ¢ntails and why
the information collected on drift: dives
is so important in assessing the health of
freshwater fisherics.

Why Drift Dive?

Drift diving is conducted by a team of
specially trained inclividuals who ‘drif't’
down rivers, sjuaintaining a perpendicu-
lar line to the riverbank, counting both
the rainbow and brown trout. In the
casce of Taupo we are counting spawn-
ing trout over winter, cold and poten
tially dangerous work, but nccessary
for understanding the dynamics of our
trout populations. The data collectecl
during drift dives includes the quamity,
size and species of the trout that have
that have escaped capturc in the lake
or rivers and made it to the relative

“sanctuarcy -('inidﬁv::(_i_w:uers for spawning,

staff and analysed to ascertain trends,
Qwer time, the data helps in managing
the overall objective of maintaining a
sastainable. wild fishing resoucce. Drift
diving also has somc additional func-
tions. Poaching and evidence of fishing
closed waters is often determined
during drif't dives.

Basic Techniques

Divers assess each reach (pool) of a river
prior to floating through This is Lo deter
mine any haxards and decide on which
route to follow and undertake the count
‘Irout will often hide under river banks
so the choice of route is important.T'his
initial inspection also dctermines if any
“duck diving” (complete submersion) is
to be conducted and the ¢xit point to
regroup and collate dari.

When the dive commences, divers line
out across the river at a distance where
your buddy's hand can be scen comfore
ably underwater; the theory being, if
youcan see a hand, yeu cim scc a trout
passing between you and the next diver

is data-is then compiled by technical




Snc.gs and debris cin be
dangerous fer drft divers and
clidlknging for coonting the
lish hiding in theic shadows

2 Ih(: “dive begin and q‘}érff_)ffe—-niius"r

maintain an accurate and <‘1(fﬁ1u‘tj_ line
across the river All divers st Keep up
with the diver who is trzu"::'.lliu‘s;.'. I:LI()ng
thé river bank (by swimming faster or
holding back) and, at the sume time,
looking towards them

Each diver counts the trout that swim
upstream between the ncighbouring
diver and themselves. Rainbows are
more casily spooked than browns and
will often swim downstream ahead of

the divers to.the tait of thie pool, turn
and bole upstream past the-divers all
atonce: Itisless stressful on the ‘trout
and makes for an easier count if-one
diver purposely widens the gap (called
‘opening the door’), essentially offering

¢ upstream lor the herded fish,
Converscly browns are more sedentary
and often hold up whecre they are until
the diver is right upon then1. Somelimes
they will even let you drift on past
Consequently divers must thoroughly

i
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predisposition for water is required to—

Dea't be fuolkdabis.scenc is
extremedy heautiful but alvo
extremeiv <old Drifi diving

Lhete OY Heath Catras

be a successiul drift d

Hazards and Limitations
Prift diving is a quite physically demand-
ing and hazardous pursuit. It is done
during the winter and spring months
when the trout are running to spawn
s0 the watcr is inherently cold. kven
with 7mm 2picce wetsuits, heeds and
gloves, divers will feel the cifects of the
cold (especially on the longer dives).
Manual dexterity is quickly diminished
and slurred speech canbecome evident,
Recognition of these signsand symptoms
of hypothermia is always paramount
within the tcam. For safety, there is an
arbitsary minimum water temperiture
cut-off of 5 degrees Cat or below which
diving cannot take placeTypically above
this temperature divers may initi

deiralb

_‘M‘i—godﬁ P sonal ﬁuss.o,mhe

must be optimum-to ensure a safe
di¥%€.1fa person is unwell he/she cin not
conceutrate on the tiesk athand and ulti-
matcly becomd a danger to themselves
or the team. As it consequence staff
doing drift diving must undertake annual
diving medicals and first aid tiaining.
Aside from the cold there are other
hazuds thacarise indrifediving Although
drite d ly only snorkcl-
ling, it is s
don't have complexities of compressed
breathing mediums (such as scuba
nd the

g is cflect
Il wrought with dangec You

tanks), varied ambient pressures
#ads associated with the various 'Gas
laws’(eg the bends) but you do have the
very real concerns of snags. eutrapment,
impaling, tripping, hypothermia, hypcee
thermia, soft: tissue iind skeletal inj
Our biggest conccrn is being trapped
against debris in a fast flowing ri

because unlike'normal'diving you don't
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Every darknonk oceds ty be
explored for loitering
troutJike these

Pheto by Jobn Webb
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have the luxury of breathing underwater
o rectify the situation you've encoun
tercd. Somce people can hold their
breath for impressive amounts of time,
but that is normally in an environment
they have chosen and are prepared for
Getting wedged against a submcerged

tree, caught on submerged obstacles,
fencing wire or blackberries is testing
cven for the most disciplined diver Dive
teams will always have a safety look-out
and ;

imnacdiate response plan should

these situations occur Fven with the
most thorough pre-planning there will
always be times when the unexpected
occurs Safety equipment including an
EPIRB, hindheld radio, first aid kit, hi
vis vest(s) and waterproof matches are
checked as being serviceable before
cvery dive.There is always a point of
contact that knows of the dive tcan’s
localinrand their EL'A.

imitations when drifi

There are practic
diving too. Rivers such as the Tongariro
have large flows and visibility toolow to
accuratcly undertake counts. Likewise

in very small tributaries it is difficult to
make headway Visibility isalso a key lim
itation cspecially after floods. Minimum
acceptable water visibility is 3m and
determined by using a 125mm black
disc held under the warer and measus
ing the distance a diver can be fiom the
disc while still sceing it.Even 3m is mag
ginal when trying to count trout and vis-

ibility is always much less under water

than it ap pears fiom above,

Where does Drift Diving Occur?

Lake Taupo has S5 primary tributarics
(inflowing rivers) that are utiliscd by
spawning trout and arc also conducive
to drit't diving, These are the Hinemaiaia,
Tauranga Taupo, Waimazino, Whitilkiwu
and Waiotaka. In addition as part of the
resource consent that King Country
Encrgy hold we also drift dive, on their
behalf, the Kuratau River which requires
the virtual shutdown of the Kuratau
Power Station. We endeavour to dive all
these tributaries monthly from Junc to
Bcecember with the exception of the
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®bsixcles are negounted
in the casicst way pessible
when on a dive

Pboto fy: Heatdy Cairns

Kuratau which only gets dived 3 times
during winter When diving the Kuratau
it is imperative that the power station
is shut down and not re-opened until
the completion of thedive. Thisnot only
reduces the hazard to divers but also
reduces the water volume and conse-
quently the river height and flow,

Pcersonal Insights

Having only recently joined D®C and the
drift dive team after 20 years in the Navy
(the last 15 with the Navy Dive Team) and
then 2 yearsasa commercial diverand dive
instructor it was plcasing o see a whole
new worlld underwaterCommercial divers
are basically construction workers or
labourers whosc work place just happens
10 be underwaterAnother fact about com-
mercial divers is that they are about as
subtle as a sledgehammet Converscly, drift
diving requir ¢s 2 much more precise and
refined approach. [tis not just a matter of
‘get your gear on and go’. Things nced to
be carefally executed so as to ensurc an
accunte count, minimise any unneces-
siury stress on the fish and to ensure rivers
remain undisturbed. The visibility expec -
cnced and the wout seen on some of these
rivers is absolutcly breath taking

I would argue that the dive training
regime undertaken by NZ Navy Divers
is amongst thc toughest and most
disciplined in the world, but nothing
cver prepares you for the “cold shock’
experience the first time you submerge
yout exposcd face in snow fed rivers
like those feeding Lake Taupo. Cold
shock causes an involuntary ‘gasping’
reaction, which if you arc not prepared
for can cause you to inhale water Just
one mouthful of water can causc panic
and the situation ¢an become unre
coverable exceptionally quickly This
is why it'is even more important that
pecople use life jackets on our lakes
and rivers, regardless of how strong a
swimmer they are. Most New Zcaland
rivers and streams have their source as
snow mclt.

So drift diving may seem a gentle, salc¢
and easy way to count trout, but it is
actually morc challenging than you
think. [t is just one more of those lairly
obscure opcrations that fishery man-
agers undertake to assess and protect
the future and sustainability of our
fveshwater fisherics.



By Jill Larsen-Welsh
Jill istheArea
Compliance Officer

Stafy’ somvetimes work all
houes in renmeae

{ocittions w.proteet the
fishery frem nctting
LPoeto byJitt LarsersiVelsh

No Nets Please!

t is always with dcep regret when
we see people using nets to catch
trout. A recent apprehension saw
sixtcen beautiful brown trom caught
in this way - and they were prime
breeding stock.The fish averaged 8 lbs
and were in fubulous condition. It was
described by one of our longer scrving
otficers as the best bag of fish he had

seen from Lake Taupo.The offender in
this case was caught due to the vigi
lance of anglers discovering the nct
and reporting it immediately The net
was sct in a popularangling location so
it was a fairly brazen act. This was fos
tunate forthe fishery because although
the intention is to undertake compli
ance in as many areas as possible it is
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teout were killed

These euisiaading brewn

by agill net

arOmeniAnglersdiscovered

60

the net md alerced us
Prroto 13 Glenn Maclean

difficult to be everywhere at once.

In a scparate case a person wis pros
ecuted in the Taupo District Court
for catching trout with a nct, fishing
without a licence and eXceeding the
daily bag limit of thece trout. The defen-
dant said that he believed it was his cus-
tomary right. Howcver, the Judge, in her
summing up made it very clear that that
law does not allow for trout to be taken
under this guise.

Itseemsthat the precess of nctting troutis
passed down through generations in some
families. Another recent group of poachers
who were convicted of using anet to catch

teout in a spawning stream consisted of a
man, iis (wo sonsand one other persen.
Ths is quite common. Many of the poach
ers will say that they have been taught by
family and have been doing it for many
vearsso there is acycle there that necds to
be broken. Just because it has been done
for several generations doesn’t make it
right - it merely means they have been
lucky in that they have not been caught
until now.

Lake surveys have started again for the
summer season so it's likely you will
be stopped by a Ranger at some point
and asked to produce vour licence and



undertake a short survey. It is timely to
remind anglers to ALWAYS carry your
licence with you when you arc out
fishing. The onus is on the angler to
produce their licence to a ranger upon
demand. Iaving it at the ready avoids an
unnecessary trip back to your vehicle,
which may be parked somc distance
away or being told to cease fishing until
you can producc the licenceThis proce
dure js 10 safeguard all licensed anglers.
Cooperation of anglers during surveys
is greatly appreciated. You as a licence
holder are paying fer us to bc out there
upholding the rules and regukations on
your behalf. An angler survey usually
tukes no more than a few minutes and
we try not ro interrupt youwr angling
for too long. On the other hand many
anglers appreciate the opportunity to
question us about aspects of the fishery
or raise ¢oncerns they may have. The
miin pugpose of the surveys other than
licence checks is to gather information
about the fishery and the fiish you may
have caught.This information is vital to
the future planning and maintenance of
the fishery, and your contributions arc
always valued

There is ‘ral;vuys a Taupo Fishery staff
member available to take calls regarding
compliance issues. As .
always, the more timely
the information, the
more vseful it is - soif
you see anything at all

might want to tiake note of when it comes
to reporting information. Alwiys try to be
quite specific about where the offence is
occurning; the closest road or tishing pool
or [andmark. Tey to get descriptions of thc
people involved - what they're wearing,
approximate age. hair colour etc or any-
thing else dat might make the person
identiliable. If there is a vehicle involved
then a registration platc number if you
can and the location of the vehicle is very
helpful. Of course, don’L forget to expliin
exactly what you have witnessed occur-
ring. Some folk like to leave the scene
before repouting an incident while others
are happy to stay in placc and give further
dewilsas they occur Either way is helpfial
to staff who attend and it's really up to
how comfortable you are feeling under
the circumstance s Remember most of
all, any intormation is good infermation.
“Favpo Fishery has a rostered Duty Officer
who is available 24 hours. 7 days a week
to take calls on 027 4424962. Write this
number down somewhere handy. or sive
it on your cell phone you never know
when you might need it.

that just doesn’t look
right - please call us
immediately We would
rather geta call and dis
cover it is benign than
not get the call at all.
Small pieces of iforma
tion can be very usefizl
at tinmes, sometimes its
just the missing picce
that we need. Even if
something sounds silly,
often it is not.

Thereareafew thingsyou

Parklands Motoctodge

The ideal base for skiing, fishing, tramping, rafting and exploring the Tongariro

Mational Park. Best Wester Parklands Motorlodge features 31 comfortable ground
floar units - 12 Studio Units sleep 1-2 persons. 19 One bedroom family enits sleep
1-5 persons all with kitchenette. A 20 point Matorhome Park and ample parking
for vehicles and boats. Coach gro elcome. 35mins to Whakapapa Skifield,

2 minutes to the Tongarira River. A great base Summer or Winter,

: iparklandsmotorlodge. co.nz
www.parklandsmotoriodge. co.nz
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By Mark Venman
dMark is the Fishery
Opciations Mana ger

Aboee weft: Ranger Joe Beadie
interviews Jim Baggott aiter
his morning o1t lake1aupe
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Harvest Survey Update

he 2010711 Harvest Sucvey is

new enc third complete and is

progressing well since it began
back in July. Just over 80 flights have
been complcted so far and yeu may
have neticed the small red and white
super pipcer cub winging its way above
veu en the rivers er eut abevc Lake
‘laupe ceunting the beats. The flights
arc accompanied by Rangers intervicw-
ing anglers on the greund and so far
eur rangers have interviewed over 300
anglers en the Tengariro River and ever
200 on theTaurangaTaupe River.
Since July, the Tengarin® has fished well
with an average catch rate of 034 fish
per heur (1 fish cvery 2.9hes). Over 80
fish kept by anglcrs fishing the'tongaricro
have averaged 1.4kg. The average catch
cate for theTancangaTaupe River is down
slightly in cemparisen te thc Tongariro
but still respectabie with 0.29 fsh per

hour (1 fish cvery 3.4 hrsy. The 30 fish
kept by TT anglers averaged 1.3kg.

Jec Beattic and Pcter Wilton have been
cmpleyved as our boat camp intecview-
crs and they have been deing a great job
so far gathering information from lake
anglers during what arc sonic leng days
parked up at the tamps. A tetal of 350
interviews of nen guided anglers have
been completed across the lake between
July and Septembcr producing an average
cstimated catch rate of 0.24 f:sh per hour
(1 fish every 4.2 hrs) Overall.imerviewed
anglers have kept 152 treut (38% total
catch), released 53 legal sized trou (13%)
and 198 undersized trout (49%) Altheugh
eariy days, this high percentage of under-
sized fish amongst the tetal catch can be
expected at this time of year in the lake
and sheuld decrease as these fish grow
ever the summer months and reach the

legal length ef 0cm. Deep trelling with



Abeve: A strong stomach and
2 keen eye are needed on che

Harvest Suevey lhights.

Fhote oy: Michel Dedual

Aefore: Qur pilots Cheis Blyth
a0d Emmma lloldgarte Aerial
ASSCISM NS are an imporant
partef the Hirvest Survey
Photo Ly: Michel! Decliwat

L

lead lines has been the most favored
method across the whole lake as is
typical this time of year when the lke is
fully mixed and was the most productive
with an estimated catch rate of 0.31 lish
pec hour (1 fish every 3.2 hrs), followed
closcly by harling on 0.27 fish per hour (1
fish cvery 3.7 hts).

Guided anglers on Lake” faupo during the

same period have done very well with
downriggers accounting for the major-
ity of the tish kept. As expected, the
percentage of undersized fish returned
was also high fer guided anglcrsand on
par with what non-guided anglers have
been catching. Similardy, anglers fishing
at the Tongariro Delta have also been
successtul with an estimated catch rate
of 0.35 fish per hour (1 fish cvery 2.9
hours).At this time of ycar, the majority
of these fish would be hanging around
the Delta preparing to run theTongariro
to spawn.

Overall, a good start te the 2010/11
Harvest Survey and it will be interesting
to analyze the results in greater depth
at the end of the scason. Thanks again
to all of those anglers that have been
interviewed so lar - your information
is greatly appreciated. Thanks also to all
the staff involved not just on the ground
but also up there in the bumpy plane on
windy days.
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‘The crolley makes the hard
woik lihter for Visitor Assets
nger Ellen Abrhams

fheto 0y: Ray Pucker
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Fish Bytes

Fish bytes are short interesting stories from the Taupd-nui-@ Tia Area.
Feel free to contribute if you have one

A NEW LEASE OF LIFE FOR TOKAANU WHARF

By Kim Alexander-Turin, Programme Manger Community Relations
And Ray Paclecr; Ranger Fishery Operations

As Dave Lumley discussed in Fishery Foreword nmow we have merged into a much
larger Area involving land management staffThis means many ofus get to be involved

in the wider scope of what we look after in our newTaupd-nui-;
Par of this is the ongoing restoration of Tokaanu WharcfThe original scction of wharf
was built more than 130 ycars ago, around the late 1870s or carly 1880s and is one
of the oldest man-madc structures at the southern end of Lake Taupo. But by 2002 its
condition had declined to a point where it was considered unsafe. So.in 2003 a resto-
ration programme began for the wharf organised by the Department of Conscrvation
in association with the Department of Internal Affaics and with funding assistance
from the Tongariro Natural History Socicty

‘The wharf played an important rolc in the early days of Ncew Zealand tourism. The




Visitor Assets Rangec Paul
Prendengast ceplaces the
timber decking duriog the
estoration of thelokaanu
Whaef

Pbele LY. Ray Pucker

neirby thermal pools were a highlight on the ‘Grand Tour’ of North Island volcanic
attractions when the wharef wis used to disembark visitors. However, this age of
“leisure”travel came to an ¢nd s the roads improvect,regular kike services stopped in
the mid-1920s and 1he wharf began its long.slow decline.

During the restoration, the original beams, decking and handriil timbees have been
rcused where possible on the oldest section of wharf (closest to the shore) making it
safeand historicatly ‘intact’. Missing and damaged timber is being repliaced with native
hardwood, primiuily totara that has been sourced sustainably and milled locally,

The wharf has a nostalgic feeling when you walk along it today. In it's hey day the
wharf was @ hub of aciivily asdocals shipped their goods north across Lake Taupo and

out to the wider world. Some of the goods shipped out back then included wool, da
productsind flax. The mait and food supplies canie in on the retum joueney.

“On « beautiful day working on rhe wharf is a great plice 10 be”says Paul Prendergast,
Ranger Visitor Asscts. “Not so good on «a cold windy day where the conditions are
tough”. Staf¥ often sce trout rising iround them and at times they come so close you
can afmost touch them. Bird life is prolific zround the wharf with species such as dab
chicks, marsh crake, spotted crake, scaup (Black Teal), Australasian bittern and the
L

three royal spoonbill’s that have recently been seen around this «
Take some time out and have a wilk on the Tokaanu W harf - it is @ historic hidden
treasure.



Above:The team at the end
of 3 great moxning’s planting
on the Waiotakie
Pheto by:les Qwens

WP itght: Pesple of all upes
were involved in replnting
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the upper Waiotaka River,
Phreie ) Kinn Alexcorder
Tutict

WAIOTAKA REPLANTS

By KintAlexaodeeTuuria

As reported in Target Taupo 59 gone are the willows which were over-hanging and
choking the upper portions of the Waiotaka river Gone too are the dead willows and
debris lying in the stream and theimpassable blackberry thickets.

‘This work was an impressive initiative by Ngati Rongomai hapu to protect their
marae downstream of the ford from flooding and also to provide access for anglers
to an important fishing stecam. The job was completed as a partoership between iwi
and the Department of Conscrvation, Environment Waikato & the ®epartmeint of
Corrections as one of the other major landowners on the Waiotaka, and everyone was
keen to see an effective solution. Funding was secured and the work began in March
2009. Buck then after the works were complcted the site looked very bare indeed,
Howeverthe fertile banks quickly recovered and itwas time tothink about re-planting,
I'n @ctober this year Ngati Rongomai hapu, Whakarewa I te rco oluwharetoa Hicangi
Kura Kaupapa maori. Departuneunt of Conscrvation and Environment Waikato banded
together to plant the cleared area. Plams were donated by EW and Departmem of
Conscervation to replant the true left bank.



Keep this nasty
scpuaticweed
hernwo i out of
Lake @ and Lake
Kuwiatau pleasc?
Pholo cunetesy

wnsebiodiversityon

It was a good rn om by all,
young and old and over 3000
plants were putinto the ground.
Les Owens, Chairmim of Ngati
Rongomai was impresscd with
the rangatahi {rom the Kura
being part of the replanting
process and being involved in
handson conservation.

A shared lunch was enjoyed
by all and a big thanks to the
hapumembers,the Kura, DOC
and EW staff who made it a
great day!

Furthet work is anticipated on
the true-right bank in the future
as furcher funding allows.

NO HORNWORT IN IAKE O AND IAKE KURATAU PLEASE?

By Jehn Webb

Runger. Community Relations - Conaessions

There has been some concern recently abom the invasive aquatic weed horansvort
getting into Lakes Otamangakau and Kurataw. 1t is with some surpris¢ that it is 1net
therc alecady given that it is well established in Lake Rotoaira and Lakelaupa

Itis very undesitable in Lake O fora number of reasons the fasst of these being its ability
to choke the waterway To put things in perspective cleanings from the weed screens
on the Like Rotouira hydro system account for around 600 cubic metcrs of compost
per annum most of which is hornwott. Note that composting provides @ 90%% reduction
in volume so you can begin to understand how pralific this aquatic weed is It doesn't
root and can establish readily and spread over wide areas in a relatively short period
of time, It also stimds to markedly change the ecology
of lake O and reducce the opponunities for weed-free
tishing. Hornwort would also be very undesirable in |ake
Kuratau for similae icasons but also because Iike Kuratau
does not contain any introduced aquatic plants. All the
aquatic plant biodiversity therc is indigenous (native).
Boaties, duckshooters and other users of the Taupo
lakes are urged to check and dean their boats motors
and gear of all aguatic weed between excursions ot
when moving between lukes. One less weed in Lakes
Otamanagakau and Kuratau has to be good for all
users. Further, if you are out on Lake Otamangakau or
Kuratuau and sec hornwort - c¢ven fragnicents, pleasc
try and get a sample and aleit POC or Genesis Energy
immecdiatcly.

67



68

FisheryTeam Farewells

CALLUM BOURKE

Callum first started with the fishery team back in April 2003 as a fish trap
opcrator. Having previously studied at Lincoln University and obtained a
Bachelor of Parks, Reercation and ‘Tourism Management degree, Calluny was
keen to get a feot in the door with the Department and show what he was
truly capable of, It was great having experiicnced statf around such as Norrie
Ewing and Rob Mclay to show Callum the ropes and give him a greatunder
standing of the fishery operations which would ultimately help him greatly
in the future. Callum lcaencd very quickly and soon became a seasoned trip
operator dealing with luge numbers of trout and several decent floodsovera
two year period. He also had quickly picked up the No.8 wire way of thinking
from the older guys and could problem solve well in the ficldl.

With the farewell of Gordon Mckenzic, Callum applicd and was appointed to
the permancat posigon of Ranger, Field Operations within the fishery team in
2005, Caflum wndertook manyof the basic Ranger duties and was a key player
wheo it came to track work. law cnforcement, drift diving and boating skills to
namc but a few.After frther structural changes within the fishery, Callum was appointed
to the position of Ranger, Supervisor, Field Operations This swas a much more challenging
position for Callum involving the dkay-to-day management of staff and more technical work
but Callum clid an exceptional job and quickly became one of the key players within the
fishery team over a reasonably short periiocl. His previous knowledge and experience of the
fish traps was instrumental when he teek over this role Calhin was always willing to share
his wealth of knowledge with new suff and coach them the okl fashioned wway.

Being a keen fisherman and coming fom a fnily of anglers. Callum could casily 1efate weli
to anglers :md was a great advocate for the fishery. Callum could often be found on his days
off in his 1241 inghy trolling off Karatau or thrashing the Biich Pwolon theTonguriro River,
After the departure of his partner Julie Greaves to Auckland to study nursing, it was a
tough dlecision for Callum to lcave the fishery but it was inevitable that he would head
north cventually A position did come up inAuckland duringAugust 2010, and Callum
was successfully appointed to the position of Ranger Biodiversity, Freshwater with
the Auckland Arca office of DOC. 1laving a sound knowledge of Feld delivery work
around fueshwater fisherics, statf management, law enforcement and project manage
ment skills, Callum was the ideal applicant for the role.

Callum will cerrainly be misscd for his can-clo attirude, his ability to say it how it is.and his
organizational and planning skills, His passion tor the fishery and his ability to geton with
everyonc will also be misscd ashe was a good Kiwi bloketAll the best mate and good on
valThe team wish Callum and Julie all the best with their new adventure.

HEATH CAIRNS

Heath has left us after a short but productive stint with the'Taupo fishery team. Heath
had a strong background as a Navy diver and dive instructor and brought a great deal
of skills to the table. Llis involvement with fcshery operations, drift diving and com-
pliance and law caforcement were some of his strengths. He also managed the early
stages of the 2610 Harvest Survey. Heath has moved on to take up a position a bit
closer to hom with the'Taupo Harbourmaster so we will continue to sechim outon
the great lake from timc to time. Cheers lleath.
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Tongariro/Taupo Conservancy
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* Fishing Cuides & Beat Charters

> Speciafising in:
W + Fresh & Saltwater Tackle ¢ "
W * Rod & Waders Hire NG
s@ * Fishing Licences e O
* Home stay accemmadation
andl 244r service

* Hunting Permits
Steve and g_/

Ph/Fax:
Angela Barry 07 378 3714
(new owners) Mobite:

147 Tongarire Stree 0274 458 964

Taupo

* 4 self contained units
* Quiet surroundings, no traffic noise
* 100m to Tongariro Rivi
= Full facilities for fishermen
* Spa pool

5% discount on

accommodation when
you show this ad

=

5

A 92 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Phone: 07 386 7892
Fax 07 386 7890

¢ Right on the banks of the werdd fameus
Tongaciio Rivee.

* Inexpensive riversicde accenumodarion
Twin Deubles firem $65 per gl

o Largeshared Kichen/Bining Reem with all faciisics

« IV Loungc with open fire and sun decks,

* Fishing guides availabie.

15 Taupahi Road, Turangi
New Zealand. Ph: (07) 3868
150 Fax: (07) 386 8150
Email: sbortsmanslodee@xtraconz

Turangi Cabins &
Holiday Park

« Campervans/Caravans * Tent Sites
+ 96 Budget Cabins * On.site caravans

FACILITIES INCLUDES:

* Kitchens & dining rooms catering far over (00 pesple
* laundries with automatic washing machines,
dryers & drying 100m « TV room « BBQ area + Table Tennis
+ (iitdrens Play Area « Telephane » fish cleaning area &
fish freeze * Caravan & boat scorage

Qhvanga Rd,
: PO Box 41, Turangi
Ph (07) 386 8754

To advertise in the
— Target Taupo Field & —
Stream Directory {
and reach 12,000 annual
fishing licence holders,
contact Peter McIntosh

on (09) 634 1800

eter.meintosh@fishgamenz.co.

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/T'ax 87 386 7929

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS

® Quality fly tying materials
@ Hire tackle
® 0pen 7 days

Central North Island Agents fer:

Raft Fish

TO_N._GARI (1{e} the Central
RAETING Plateau
wewses Of NEwEALAKDp parmng assocuncn RIVET'S

For Rafting and
Raft Fishin

in the North Island
contact: Garth and
Leigh Oakden

0800 10 10 24
email info@tmoo.nz

www.trr.co.nz

Kerery |

Lodge !

Tauranga-Taupo |
Riverside Retreat
secluded - unspoilt

Phone 07 3866011
Mebile 027 -464 2847
Email  yerex@®xtra.co.nz

fishingtauponz.com

T 1]
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FISHAWAY e

* ACCOMMODA GUIDED OR UNGUIDED FISHING «
Situated in the remote Makai Valky vher€ the picluresque
Rangilitei River meets the iugged Ruahine Ranges.
Unique trout lishing right al our doorstep.

Laocafion, focation. facalion New) River Retreal,
Spa Bath, Homestead, Fisherman's Cotlage, Trout
Fishing, Raiting, Tramping, Spetlight Safaris,
Camp Qui's, "Mini" Gelf, Clay 8ird Shooting.

Your Hosls: Trudi &
Stephen Matilock.
B Ph: 06 388 0354.
Fax: 06 384 0954
E: fishaway®xlia.ce.n2
Web: wwwlarata.co.nz

Ken Drummond

Ay ﬁs/u}zy adventures

. 07 386 0411
027 362 1051

kenny@troutfish.co.nz
www.itroutfish.co.nz

.FREE'

RIOQ Fluorollex PLUS RRp S 3499
RIO Fluereflex gre § 2999
RIO Powerllex Rre $ 999
RIO Tepered Leader RePs9.99
Buy any RIO {ly line and
receive these 4 R10 products
worth $85.00 absolutely

FREE offer avallawe il
bes 20, 2010

For more information about RI0 products see
WWW. Ught ines CO.NZ

|

273 Taupahi Rd
Turangi, New Zealand

Ph: 07 386 5441 |

Kaimariawa: Bistio

LICENCED RESTAURANT
at the Katmanawa Lodge, Turangs

Delicieus leod
for hungry lishermen
HOSTS: Chris and Marilyn
238 Tauvpahi Read
Phone 07 386 3709
Fox 07 386 8768
Enail chris_wight@xtia.ce.ns

| PROTE[}TH:“! :!HERITAGE |

Contribute to the wellbeing of
the iconic Tongariro River:
FISHERY « ENVIRONMENT
ACCESS « MANAGEMENT
Your views can be heard.

ADYOCATES
FOR THE

TONOARIRO

JOIN US NOW:
WWW.TONGARIRORIVER.ORG.NZ

To advertise in the
Target Taupo Field &
Stream Directory
and reach 12,000 annual
fishing licence holders,
contact Peter McIntosh

on (09) 634 1800

peter.ncintesh@fishgamenzconz

FREE!

1 spool of RIO Fluoroflex Plus
1 spool of R1O Fluorof ex
1 spool of R1O Powerflex
L RIO Tapered Leader

Buy any RIO Fly Line and recieve
these 4 products (RRP $85)
abselutely FREE,

Availoble a1 (retseifratang
stocbists until D ec 20, 2010

;




The Haines Hunter SF600 sits neatly with the owner that loves a great performer. Stunning response on the
helm with handling characteristics of a bigger boat when the ®tue water needs to be tamed.

The Haines Hunter SF60Q is designed fer all aspects of trailer boat activity. Room for all the family yst
perfectly suited for serious fishing trips. As with every Haines Hunter the ride is guaranteed. The SF§00
inherent smooth soft ride is a feature all the family appreciates. adding up to @ much more enjoyable day on the
water. Test drive the Haines Hunter SF600 and experience a new direction in boating.

SFe00

Marine
Frae Phone 0508 HAINES, Phenc 09579 9661, Fax 09525 0173, mm EF@
THE SECRET (S IN THE RIDE Emall sales@haineshuntenco.nz - www.haineshunterconz A AL \

e P ~ _""’ Halnes Hunter NZ Lid, 50 Gawley Street & I
@ ﬂﬂgdg@gﬁ@”ﬁg@ or P.O. Bex 11015, Ellerslie, Auckiand. New Zesland. g g o
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" THE NEWYAMAHA F70

LESS IS HORE

Introducing the new addition to Yamaha's mid-range four stroke stable; The F70.
Using advanced features and technology to make it extremely light yet very powerful,
it is the ideal outboard for a myriad of boats in the 4.5 to 5.5 metre range.

Featuring the the highest horsepower to kilogram weight ratio in the 70 hp class, the Yamaha F70
takes advantage of the leading edge of technology while maintaining the fuel-efficient, smooth,
and quiet operationYamaha four strokes are known for. The new Yamaha F70.
Big-league technology in a very light weight, fuel efficient outboard.

Talk to your Yamaha outhoard dealer today.
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