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EXTRA SECTION gives you TWO rods in ONE!

For almost 75 vears Kilwell has been designing and refining workable fly fishing ress for New Zesland anglers and tough New Zealansl fish
The Kilwell SAS range of fly rods has a unique‘concept. Each rod is supplied with an additional mid section. The high modulus (M), or lower medulus (U section,

allows you to change your rod from a grunty distance casting machine handling heavy nymphs and wet flies, to a delicate tool for the presentation of an
evening dry - without changing your fly line weight.
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Fishery Foreward

WELCOME TO THIS ISSUE OF TARGET TAUPO. Weli it's nice to know
someone reads this message! After the last issuc was published.in December 2007. 1
received a letter from legendary ‘1hupo angler and fishing author John Parsons. John,
quite rightly, took me to task ier mis-spelling “Foreward” in the title as“Forward” lle
carcfully explained, as only a professional writer could. the <lifferences in meanings
of the two words. Now all this may seem a bit pedantic, but John (a scléconfessed
pedant) made a valid point about professionalism which 1 totally cndorse.

Seveial years uago | wrote a foreward for Turget Tuwpro (but we called it an editorial then).
titked “tefting #t like it is”. 'the thrust of that story was that the Taupo Fishcry Arca team,
as collectors and guardians of much of the informiation about the fishery, has a respon
sibility to present that information in the most open, honest and objective way it can.
That requires careful and skillcd analysis of technical and scientitic data as well as other
less-rigorous, but not necessatily lessimportant, information ’requently the information
is inconiplcte and it is impontant to be explicit abowt the limitations and qualitications
of any analysis

The Fishery team is a group of professionals who possess a wide range of scicntific,
technical and practical quadifications and skills. While each of us has a passion for the
‘Faupo fishery, we must be careful to ensure that that commitment doesn't colour our
understanding and presentation of infixrmation about it. This mcans that it the story
is not good news, it nust be shown that way. If the answer is uncertain, that must
be qualified. If there are a range of possible explanations for a given situation, they
should be identified.

Expericnce shows that at no pointin the history of the tishery has it been in danger
of“tipping over” duc to a singlc fiictor The reality has always been that flucruations in
fishery fortunes. both positive and negative, have been due to combinations of firctors,
rather than one single thing. While rhis makes identification of causes more difticule,
it also cautions against silver bullet solutions. We are, after all, dealing with a natural
population of fish in a natural habitat that is mediated by @ huge range of natural and
humaninduced influences. Many of these interactions are subtle. No one will ever
know ll there is to know about the Taupo fishery and it is unrealistic to expect that
there is an identified solution to ¢very probleni,

Which brings me to the topic of the moment. There is no doubt that the cucrent sice and
condition of many trout is lower than the long-term average. The exact ¢auses arc not
absolutely clear but the information that isavailable identifies the most likely. ‘Thesc arc a
shift ia timing of spawning and therelore subscquent maturity, exiacerbated by a decline
in smele availability and selective harvesting due to current angling practises and regula-
tions. Articles in this and recent issues examine the background and current knowledge
on this topic. ‘fhere is aiso informition on what we, as managers of the fishery.are doing
to address the changes I trust that you will read this carcfully and assess it in the context
of an on going, responsive and professional maniagement approach

Finally, | would like to acknowledge the contribution of a very special member of the
Fishery team. Rob Mclay is retiring in May after 35 years working in conscrvation.
Most of that time has been in sports fisheries management and the majority of that
has been with the Taupo fishery. Rob has been associated with this fishery since the
construction days of the Tongariro Power Schenie in the 1970s. Highly regarded as an
cxpert angler. he may be hanging up his DOC waders bur I’'m sure his fly rod won't
be on the rack for a long time yet. We will miss his tremendous store of knowledge,
practicality and ability to get directly to the crux of muny issues.
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A Time of Transition?

ow good it was to finally get

a decent Christmas/ New Year

break and plenty of suitable
days fior boat anglers to get out. With
anglers generally unable to blame the
weather, the common feeling is that it
was another average summer with lots of
small and poor couditioned fish around.
This article investigates what happened
over summer and also predicts what sort

s page and overleaf:
Caleh Wyllie with some nice
oned fish he caught 38
this summer on Lake Taupo:
Photos by: Mark Willie &

of winters fishing we arc in for

The overall catch rate on Lake Taupo
for the summer was c¢stimated at 0.35
fish larger chan 45cm per hour (1 tish
cvery 2.9 hours). This is down slightly
on the last two summers but still above
the annual average of 0.3 fish per hour.
and similar to the catch 1ate of recent
years (kigure 1).This catch tate is based
only on fish that exceed the legal length,
and so does notinclude the many under-

“ sized fish also caught by anglers during

the summer months

From our swvey data that was collected
over 47 surveys between November
ar‘id March, a total of 240 fish were kept
by anglers (34% of the total catch or
one fiish in three) and 147 legal sized
fish were returned alive (20.8%) along
with 319 undersized fish (45 2%). This
very high proportion of undersized fish
continues the trend of recent years.
We need to-be a little bit careful with
this figuré as_often anglers have nof

‘measured their £'sh, rather looked at it

in the water, decided it is marginal and
chosen to releasce it quickly. That is great
practice and don’t change, but we do
tend to underestimate the length of fish
in this size range. Nevertheless therc
are once again a lot of fish around the
current minimum legal length of 45cm.

As expected.the percentage of undersized
fish was high in the months runaing up
to Christmas but showed a slight decline
between November and January as the fish
grew. However. the percentage of under
sized fishamongst the total iccordedeatch
increased again during February before
peaking during March. The likely explana-
tion for this increase is the annual inf he of
juvenile fish from the surrotnding rivers
thatenter the lake duting latc summer and
antumn.

Of concern was the keeping of under
sized fish this summer. During the 47



survey days, we encountered a total
of 16 undersized fish thar anglers had
killed and kept.These undersized f.sh
ranged from 410mm to 445mm in
length. Keeping a fish close to 450mm
we may, depending on th¢ circum
stances, accept as an accident but a fish
that wasonly 410mm long? The reduccd
size limit we hopc to have in place for
the start of the new season will reduce
the risk of taking undersized fish, but
anglers must take more care. Please take
the time to iveasitre your fish properly
(Turget Tuupe 56) and ensure that it is
the correct length before knocking it
on the head. Killing such smali fish is a
waste when in a few months this fish is
likely to have grown another 10cm or
more into.a prime rainbow, and risks you
may landing in deep water with oneof
our fishery rangers.

The 200 legal sized rainbows mcasurcd
this summer averaged 487mm & 1.2kg
which is the lowest they have becen
fer some time.These fish also had an

avetage condition factor of 37.8 which

was down on recent years but similar
to"thost troit” kept diiring sunumer
2002/03. A condition factor less than
40 represents a poor fsh and some
certainly are, but many of th¢ maiden
trout (yct to mature) are much better
than this. This reflects there are two
groups of fish in the lake at present.
Firstly there are the remnants of last
years spawning population. These fsh

grew poorly last year and were tired

cven before they began their spawning
migration. Compounding this.s the lack
of rain since before Christmas. which
has delayed the return of many of these
fish to the lake: Not surprisingly they
are generally in a bad way and that they
will probably di¢ is not a bad thing at
present, to take the pressure of the
smelt population as it rebuilds.

On the other hand many of the maiden
trout we have seen on our surveys
have bcen solid fish with the odd
outstanding conditioned fish. The fact

that they are small is explained by the
late spawning, but that they are in good
condition suggests that conditions for
growth have improved again. A twist
at the moment is that duc to the poor
growth last ycar 15% of the spawning
run through the Waipa trap last winter
was less than 45¢m in length, and as
smaii as 375mm_This compares to less
than 2% of the spawning population
in a typical year As a consequence
when we see a small fish in the lake
we naturally assume that they are
maiden fsh but this summecr they may
wcll be previous spawners. Typically
Taupo trout don’t grow atter spawning
and when they are in poor condition
they arc even less likety £00, SO if it was
375mm when it spawned then"it still
will be. The crux of this is that there
are some small fish in poor condition,
but if they are last years spawners then
that is to be expected.

Seéondly the conditions for good
growth will not turn around ovcernight.
‘Fhe smelt population appcars to have
reacheda low point last winter. Typically
the control on the size of the smelt popu-
lation is a lack of food and widespread
starvation over winter Even though
conditions may have improved with the
winter mixing of the lake the smeltpopu
lation can only rebuild on the back of
their spawning this spring and summer.
So only now can we expect to.sec snielt
numbersincreasing and the condition of
the trout hopefully reflecting this.

Thus although it may appcar that things
are still in relatively poor shape in terins
of the size and quality of the trout.therc
is certainly an improvement over the
same period last year

However we are still 1aced with a large
proportion of small young fish as a
consequence of thc later spawning.
As discussed in recent issues of Targer
Jaupe this is unlikely to change in the
near future.As a result we are reducing
the size limit from 45 to 40 cm. which
all going to plan will be in place for



the new season starting 1 july 2008.
As lake anglers are aware a significant

part of their catch are often well condi
tioned fish of 43 or 44 centimetres in
length which under the new limit they
will be able to take. This will increasc
the harvest but protecting these fish
achicves little,as mostmature to run-the
river to spawn the following October or
November when few anglers are fishing
the river anyway In tact increasing the
harvest is likely to be desirable to reduce
the pressure on the smelt population as

it recovers. As much as we think there
ar¢ never enough fish, we may actually
have too many trout given the current
conditions

Furthermore at the moment, lake anglers
are forced to only take fish 45cm in length
and above which are likely to be the
progeny of early running fish,as they have
had longerto grow andare therefore larger
If we kept the limit at §5cm we ate selee
tively removing these fish and removing
the¢ genctics of carly running fish from
the system. Who knows, by removing



Table 1: Avcrige sceores for
size & condition of ish
caught dunng the summer
months on | ake Taupo
where dat: exists

Figure®: C:tch races of legal
sized trout on lske Taupo
diring the summer-months
since 1992

SUMMER AVERAGE SIZF &
CONG®ITION SCORE
1997/98 40
1998/99 3%
1999700 357
2002/03 33
2003/04 34
2004/05 5i8)
2006/07 29
2007/08 25

some of these later running smailer fish,
we may .be able to take the pressure off
some of the lat ger earfierrunsuag fishand
restore the balance towatds an earlier run
ence again. Our latest genetics study will
help detennine whether there is actuaily
a genetic difference between early and
late muning fish and whether it maybce
possible to manipujate the sming of the
spawning tuns. :

Given all the talk aboutsmall and poorly
conditioned fish it was not a surprise to
sec low satisfaction scores by anglers
surveyed for the size-and quality of the
fsh they-were catching. Anglers rated
the fish that they were catching on the

,lake this summer at 5 out of 10 (or 2.5
~out of 5 on the old 5 point scale}Tlhe

average score has been slowly declin’lng
over recent years and is significantly
lower than the high scores given during
the late 90's (Table 1) and below the 8
year averageof 3.4,

In terms of how satisfied anglers were
with their catch rate we would expecta

value similar to the previous two years-
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as the catch rate this summer was on
par. Anglers rated their success at 5.3
out of 10 (2.7 on the old scale) which
was lower than expected and below
the 8 year average of 3.2. Strangely, the
rating of angling success has gradu-
ally been declining since the late 9@'s
despite a general increase in catch
rates of legal fish during the same
period, Perhaps the decline in size and
condition is having a negative impact
on anglers and adversely affecting the
scores they provide?

Surely a low score for angling ¢njoy
ment would indicate that lake anglers
are clearly unhappy at the moment.
This summer, lake anglers rated their
angling enjoyment at 8.9 out of 10
(4.5 out of 5) which was the samc¢ as
last summer and similar to the annual
average. Thus despite the fact that the
fish are small or in poor condition,
anglers are still enjoy their time out
on the lake. J

So what do we cxpect this winter on
Taupo rivers? Well once again the main
spawning runs on th¢ Tongariro River
are likely to occur late in the year from
August to October or November On
the morc¢ northern tributarics the runs
will follow a more typical p'atrern but
given the lack ef rain at present then
weexpect the real action is still several
or more months away yet. tiopefully
the young fish will contimlle 'zo grow
well in the lake so that the maiden tish
in the run will be in generally better
condition and larger than on average
last season. However thosc previous
spawners which survive from last
winter L0 spawn a second time are
really on the backfootand are unlikely
to be great condition.

Tinle will tell but there is reason to be
optimistic.



Try the new “Z-AXIS” rod

Contact your nearest authorized SSEIETES dealer for further details
They have demo rods available for a few days trial

ate last year while considering which new fly “I'd read a fot over the years about how good Justin Hall of Auckland with a brand new Sage
rod to buy, my local {Rotorua Hunting and Fishing) ~ Sage rods were so when the time came to 590-4 TCR fly rod that he purchased the day
store introduced me to the new ‘test fire” Sage replace my old fly rod | jumped at the chance to  after he took one out for a Test Cast with a Rio
programme which allowed me to take a Sage rod  try one for myself. After trying several brands | Grande #6 fly line. “This rod was just awesome
of my choice for a free weekend test trial. Asyou  settled on the Sage Z-Axis 5 weight. Compared  and this is the first fish that | landed on it the
can see by the results we had a wonderful couple  to the other rods it was light, responsive and first time | took it out. | also purchased a Sage

o

of days fishing and | am now the proud owner effortless to cast. My careful selection was 2560 fly reel to match the rod". — Justin Hall,
of my first Sage fly rod. Z-Axis 690-4 — What a soon rewarded with two double figure fish”. customer, Sporting Life Turangi,
great innovative idea by 5age”. ~ Paul Neilson, - Hayden, customer Rod & Reel, Auckland. i

Made in =
@ Fisherman’s Loft, Christchurch (03) 338 3131 @ The Complete Angler, Christchurch 0800 8826 4537
'@ Centrefire McCarthys, Dunedin 0800 322 223 @ element, Remarkables Park, Queenstown (03) 442 2445
@ Stu's FlyShop, Athol (03) 248 8890 @ Hamills, Hastings (06) 878 7177 @ Sporting Life, Turangi (07) 386 8996 EEE
@ Rod & Reel, Newmarket, Auckland (09) 520 0307 @ Fish City Ltd, Albany, Auckland (09) 476 4282 %

@ Fish City Ltd, Hamilton (07) 846 6675 @ Hunting & Fishing New Zealand - All 26 Stores 0800 486 834 www.sageflyfish.com

customer Rotorua Hunting & Fishing.
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By Dave Conley

Community Relations Officer
= Public Awiarencss
TTemngariro-Taupo
Conservancy

Into the Night

ne thing really stood out for

me on the first visit [ had to

the River Walk at the Trout
Centre. There was this chap whose photo
appears repeatedly, beaming from behind
a succession of VERY large trout. Next to
cach photo is the fish itself, mounted on
the wall for posterity. These fish are very
impressive, both Rainbow and Brown,and
clearly the results of a fisherman who has
learnt a thing or two about catching big
fish. The man in question is John Milner,
who 1 first came to know as my neigh-
bour,as we would discuss fishing in much
the same way as a boxing match, spar-
ring across the fence abowt the virtues
of fishing the wetdfly in the traditional
style, versus the more modern technigue
of nymphing with indicator and heavily
weighted nymphs.
These exchanges were usually one-sided
affairs, as John extolled the virtue of the

sunken line with a passion uniquely his
own, and [ would beat a tactical retreat
to consider the error of my ways. I am
sure I read somewhere it was dumb to
bring a knife to a gunfight....

The irony of the situation for me is that
I have come to know John much better
since leaving the neighbourhood, having
regular contact with him in a working
capacity through my involvement with
the Trout Centre. John has been a pivotal
figure in the development of the Trout
Centre, and continues to make a tremen-
dous contribution to the Trout Centre
Society since stepping down as Socicty
Chair in 2003.

Now, I have to be clear in my motivation
at this point. Clearly, John knows a great
deal about how to catch the denizens of
the dark, as is evident in his results. 1, on
the other hand, have made only flecting
attempts at tackling the Tongariro after



Below: Proof that
John's advice works

Phaiter Iy

Kine Afexander-Turie

dark, with mixed results to be fair! To say 1

wis curious to learn what he may have o
say on the topic would be something of
an understatement. However, fishermen
are famously reticent when it comes o
divulging the secrets of their success, and
I must admit to thinking John would be
no different. After a good deal of time
thinking about how 1 could formulate a
plan to‘trick” him into giving me the good
ail, the best 1 could come up with was,
“why not just ask him?” Genius!

Armed with this cunning plan, I worked
up the courage to ‘pop the question’, and

Johngraciously obliged,and the following

article was gleaned from a couple of very
interesting chats 1 had with him at home.

These chats were aided in no small way

by a bottle of John's delicious home-
grown Pinot Noir, named Paratiho after
his homestead above Pukawa. My hope
is this story, like the wine, does justice to
a man with a deep and abiding passion
for the fishery.

Obviously enough, we started at the start,

and John described how George Ferris,

¢\

well known Canterbury fishing person-
ality and author [ The Trout and 1] was his
Scoutmaster in the early 1940’s. George
taught the Merivale Scout group to fly
fish at the Selwyn River camping ground
and this had an enormous impact on
him as a youngster. The book was given
to him by his then Scoutmaster, and so
began a lifelong love for fishing the fly.
Growing up as he did in Canterbury, and
a dyed in the wool red and black man to
this day, he first began to ﬁsh.ﬁ)r browns
in the Selwyn River. It was here that he
first began to learn some of the nocturnal
habits of the Brown, describing how
during the day they would lie up in the
nerwork_(lfl canals which drained into
the Selwyn. At dusk, they would m()t.)ili.ée_ ;
seemingly en-masse, and venture into the
river itself, where they became a more
viable target for the fly.

For the next decade or two John was
the scourge of Salmonids the length and
breadth of Canterbury and Otago, with
favourite haunts including the Hurunui

outlet on Lake Sumner, and the Ahuriri,



Night patterns should be
dark and bulky
Phota by: Dave Conley

Ohou, and Waitaki Rivers near Oamaru,
It was the Waitaki that fuclled his enthu-
siasm for salmon fishing, and he concen-
trated his efforts largely on the salmon
fishery. Brown trout did not completely
slip from his radar, as sea-run browns were
a frequent by-catch at the mouth of the
Waitaki. Despite catching large numbers
of salmon by day, they appeared to be
virtually impossible to catch after dark. 7
never caught a single salmon at night,
and Lord knows we tried bard enough.
We caught a lot of sea-runs browns
though, usually on a Yellow Dorothy”

His first visit to the Tongariro was
immaculately timed to coincide with
one of the great events in the history of
the fishery. Whilst on a business trip in
1958 he arsnged to visit an ex Oamaru
friend now living in the North Island
who had been extolling the wonders of
the Tongariro fishery. John had decided
ona day or two fishing the Tongariro, His

friend camped at the Downs Camp as it
was then, which was the original camp
at the Tongariro National Trout Centre,

whilst John headed to Taylors Camp on
Taupahi Road. After one and a half day
of fishing. the 1958 flood occurred. John
claims not to remember a great deal
about the fishing before the flood arrived,
other than suggesting the river reminded
him of the Waitaki at Kurow, “big water;
good water”, and it always inspired him
to want to return. One abiding memory
of the flood is of stranded Taupehi Road
residents being rowed across the flooded
road to  the small settlement of Turangi
by Rangi Downs, as the flooding was so
severe there was no other way of getting
about until the flood receded.

John came to the North Island in 1971
and was employed as CEO of LD Nathan's
liquor division and had a great deal o
do with the Rotorua International Hotel.
Regular visits 1o Rotorua meant he devel-



John Miloner (et donating

i LAh Brown |
Mike Nicholson, Ed

for the Taupo for Tomorrow
programme, ciught with his

favourite black rabhit,
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Kim AlexeanderToria

oped an interest in fishing the Rotorua

lakes, and Tarawera in particular. His

interest in returning to fish the Tongariro

wits heightened by his contact with two
people in particular. He had regular
business contact with a keen flyfish-
erman from the United States called Bob

- O'Brien, who wis an executive with the

Jack Daniels Distillery. Bob had wanted
to fish the Tongariro since he was a boy,
and he and John made a plan to fish the
river on Bob's next visit to New Zealand.
Ray Legg, who is another fishing identity
on the Tongariro, also happened to work
at LD Nathan and provided John with an
insight into what the river could offer.
When Bob and John finally made it down
to fish the Tongariro, John says it took “just
one trify aned 1 forgot all about Tarawera .
Bob wis so impressed that he returned for
38 subscequent visits to fish the river with
John, only missing his annual pilgrimage
in the last couple of years as time inevi-
tably caught up with him.

John describes the river in the early 70°'s
as being “a big river with nuch more
weiler than today. There was no way
Jou cortled cross i, and we used Docts
to get aronnd”. Another key difference
he sees is the relative strength of the
fishing lobby as a political force. “The
Jishing Tobby was much stronger then
than it i now, and we need it o get
strong again if we are to bave a voice

around some of the chailenges facing
the fishery”. By now he was fishing the
river a lot, and had bought a caravan to
stay in on his annual fishing trips. It was
at this stage that he began to renew his
interest in fishing for brownies at night,
due in some part to another local iden-
tity, Jeff Sanderson, Jeff had a dingy on
the lower river, which was where much
of the best angling opportunities were
in those days. Jeff would make John row
the boat down to Dan’s Creek, @ by-pass
on the lower river, and they would fish
mouse patterns and large flies for the
browns at night. Here John noticed the
same behaviour he had seen as a boy
on the Selwyn. The browns would hold
up in the by-pass by day, before making
their way into the main river at night to
feed. A mouse (either live, dead or imita-
tion) fished across the junction between
Dan's creek and the main river was a
sure fire way of catching them.

Juhn‘s- reminiscences about the lower
river make a relative newcomer to the
fishery like me somewhat sad to have
missed seeing the river as it was then. He
describes a lower river which ran some
10 feet below the level of the paddocks
alongside it and had shingle beaches all
the way to the lake. “Between 1971 avid
19834 we fished below the Downs pool,
nowbere else. The river was a series of
Dig boles and runs which cowld bold
more rods than they do now, and we
caught an awful lot of fish. These were
also the days of the 8 fish bag linit, so
we used to can and bottle our calch to
tetkze bome. Catch and release wes not
given any thought at ail”,

After moving to Turangi permanently in
1985, John started to turn his attention
to the water closer to town. “Everyone
Sfished bell out of the Hydro pool at
night, so I thought I would go else-
where” ssUsing his theory that Browns
liked to hold in backwaters during the
day, John found that a number of pools
with backwaters attached to them were
prime spots to target big fish at night.



Two top brands join forces

natu o choose Sage
My rod” say;l\/[ike St

‘Hzmtmg é’Fn‘bmgNew Z'eaf:md sta{f have tbe
. expertise and are out there doing it, so it seemed a
natural progression to make Sage available in all

Hunting é’Fzsbmg New Zeaflmd stores. The fact that

Price Examples

Sage Launch 2 piece $299.99
Sage Launch 4 piece $349.99
Sage Launch Combos $599.99
(Includes Sage Reel, Rio Flyline and backing,

Sage Rod/Reel Travel Case)

Sage Fli 4 piece $499.99
Sage VT2 : 4 piece ""$649.99
Sage Z-Axis 2 piece $949.99
Sage TCR 4 piece ""$1149.99

Sage ZXL . 4 piece $1049.99



Big fish need feeding,
this one had a 15¢m
fingerling inside it
Pilater by

Kim Alexeneler-Turie

Over the next few years Kamahi, Shag,
Red Hut and Pouto pools all became
regular haunts for John in his search for
success at night. Each pool had a large

backwater on them, and he thinks this

is the real key to helping you decide
where to find a good spot to try your
luck. I owned Anglers Paradise over
this time, and I used to print Fshirts
to give to clients who caught a brown
over 10 pounds. We firinted 35 Tshirts
i all and during our best year 15

Ultimately his tips for success on Browns
are relatively simple. “Essentially fishing
the river basn't changed much since
I started. The key is to fish what you
see. Go and do your research during
the day before attempting to fish at
night.” While this may scem self evident,
what John stresses is the imp(;rt:.mcc of
looking at a pool with the intention of
fishing it when it is

dark and your sense
of sight deserts you, "You look for trips
anel traps in the wading, and you look
al the skyline to give you an idea of
where you need (o cast at night”. 1t
is also important to know how far to
cast, rther than just the direction, and
a simple system is to “fish by numbers”
When you are there in daylight count

the number of pulls off the reel you
need in order to reach the desired lie
in the river This wey, when you fish at
night you can be confident your fly is
in the right place”.

Another really crucial aspect of night
fishing is timing. A familiar adage in all
fishing is that dark moonless nights are
best, and this certainly applics to fishing
the river at night. No moon is best, but
you can also have success before the
moon rises if you are fishing on a moonlit
night. John is adamant that the carly part
of the night is the best time too. Rather
than fishing through to midnight, he
would often be off the river by 10.30
pm, as in his experience the fishing is
very slow after that.

When it comes to terminal tackle,
John does not alter much from what
is the tried and true Tongariro wet fly
approach. A rod in 7-9 weight, with a
sinking shooting head between 200
and 300 grain will suffice for most situ-
ations. As for flics, he definitely has one
firm favourite, a small black rabbit tied
in sizes 0-10.Tied with a short, compact

bady the fly will look much like a bully
when wet. f bave always believed it
should be natural black too, not dyed.



The natural seemns to work better for
me”. Many night fishermen hold to the
belief that flies for night fishing should
have some bulk to them to help fish
locate them. The theory is that a bulky
fly is ‘noisy” underwater as it wriggles in
the cument, in much the same wayasa
flag makes a flapping sound in a brecze.
Because you are fishing at night, your
feader should be strong (10 1b breaking
strain) and abrasion resistant.

You don't nced to mowve: fiurd sather you
should concentrate on fishing your
chosen watcer thoroughly and quictly,
resting it for 10 minutes every 30 minutes.
John achieves this by making 3 casts
befere taking a step downstream and
repeating. The first castis at 90 degrees
to the current.and the fly is swung quite
fast across the flow befere being allowed
to‘dangle’ at the end of the swing. Most
takes occur on the dangle with this cast,
and can be a very soft sucking’ take.

‘The second cast is made at a 60 degree
angle and is allowed to swing more
gently while being retrieved. This is
John's favourite cast, as he has taken
most fish with it, “setrieting stowhy as
the fty swings/swims so you keep in
touch with the fly. lavge Browns can
take incredibly gemtly and feel is the
key. £t atmost becennes institet with
time, in that you sometimes sense a
take almost before you bave felt it”.
The last cast is designed to fish the
shalloswv ¢dge below where you are
wading, It is madc at a 25 degree angle,
and the fly retricved morce quickly. Fish
will often take this retricve quite aggres
sively. As a general rule, Jobn uadvises to
Sorlke at every bisnp, kuock. anpbing
Wi feel Don't ussniie anylhing, as you
witl often be swrpised that what you
thought wis a rock tnms out to He a
Jish and remember your wetriece shonld
pudsate the vabbit forAt night all move-
ments should be as guiet as possible
cnel it is imprortant your casting sionld
be done as gentl)y as possible”.

Having hookced your quarry, there are
several key things John has to pass onin
regards to landing them.In his experience
the bigger fish will tend to go‘doggo’and
lie on the bottom of a 1apid or run, or
after short upstream run they will make a
determined bid to go downstream.

In both cases you should get out of the
water and change angles on the fish. If
they are doggo, try applying side st1ainin
a number of directions without getting
yoursclf upstream of the fish, and they
will normally begin to swim upstrcam.
“The key then is to walk inland if you
cat, anel the fish will fust swim ashore
They can be guite sitty like that! {f you
doin't get them close he'fore they decide
to bead downrives that's when you lose
thewr”. You get the distinct impression
not many managed to getaway though!
John doesn't fish thenight much anymore,
instead concentrating his cfforts towards
the daylight hours when the surcty of his
footfall is more assurcd. His enthusiasm
for the topic scems endless though, and
our conversation meanden:d for several
hours, always rcturning to discussions
about the fishery. and the changes John
has scen over his many active years of
fishing. We chatted about his theory
that with softer/lcss water the browns
will éventually dominate the ‘Tongariro
river, the perils of nymphing [he calls it
float fishing '], and tips too numerous to
mention.

“T'his all leads me toreflecton whata great
pastime fishing is. and the opportunitics
it provides to build indclible memorics
and lifelong rclationships. Just having the
privilege to share a few seerets, and hear
agnarled gent with a geavelicd voice pass
on just a portion of a lifetime of learning
is truly rewasding for me.

It gets you to thinking he just may be
right ubout how much things have
changed, and yet we still hive things
pretty good all the same.



By Glenn Maclcan

DowAriggen ace oo longer
liniited 1o $0 metresof cable
Pbote by Mark Venman

Minor Amendments
to Fishery Regulations

iven that we were going through the proce:ss to iimend the Taupo Fishery

Regulations 2004 with regard to reducing the minimum legal length, this also

provided the opportunity to include several minor amendments as well. For
the most part these were about clarifving or relining the wording of particular cegula
tions rather than any change in intent. However we have removed the cabie length,
line type and weight restriction on downriggers.

Detinition of an artificial lure

It had been suggested that when jigging with 3 flies and a metal jig without i1 hook
that the jig was in fact a lure under the dcfinition and so the angler is technically
breziking the regulations by using more than 3 Ilies or lures. Therefore the wording of
the definition of an artificial lure isamended to include that it must have a hook.

Prohibited waters

This clarifies that the prohibition on fishing from the Taupo Wharf or Taupo hoat
jetties applies to Taupo Boat llacbour only and not other similar structures in the
vicinity ofTaupo township.

Restrictions on methods of fishing
‘This clarfies that berley or groundbai t cannot be used to attiuct trout.

Note that this further reinforces that scemed soft bait lures arc illegal. Given the
explosion in the popularity of soft bait fishing and :apid development of new tech-
niques it can only be a maner of time before they are more widcly usedin freshwier,
Currently we hitve no view on the appropriatencss or not of scented baits and are
taking an approxich of watching to sce what develops.,

Restriction on lures

While the regulations have a definition for flyfishing with the intent that only' fiyfishing
equipment can be used in filyfishingonly waters, flyfishing waters were defined only
by the need ta use natural fly or artificial flyThe new wording requires that flylishing
cquipment is uscd.

Restrictions on methods of fishing

When downriggers were legalised the reguiations were written to limit the depth
to which they could be used to fish to that consistent with what could be reached
with existing methods at the time, including wirclines. The intent wis to maintain the
depths of the lake (greater than 35 metres) as it sanctuary for irout.

Recently, the results of a year long study using acoustic tags to recocd the depth at
whlchTaupo trout swvim found that they spend the vast propottion of theirtinic within

. =
W 20 metres of the surface. Fhereforc the trout population is vulnerible to all the angling
7 mLtths and in rc lllly theee is no sanuunry in the dcplhs Purlh(.rmonc ;1ggmg which

cp_(h whm o(Hcr mcthods <an go deeper andthere is no biological reason
«x bﬁlh“‘w 1hcrc_furc the rcsmurona on the lmg,rh of cable, wcugucd lines



Graeme Sinclair with -hIS 11 pound South W land brown tout caught on a
G.Loomis 8wt GLX Rod, Shimano BioCraft 7/8 LA recl, Cortland Line.

NZL available in
6# 10 9%
‘Teal colour

et i

The “NZL Precision Taper” was engineered to meet the challenges of
New Zealand conditions with the NZ angler in mind. The modified Rocket
2 Taper loads with a minimum of line for easy pick-ups and quick shots
to those fast water pockets, but will also reach out with ease for longer
casts. An oversized running line section allows easy mending and better
line handling, and our special core and jacket formulation means almost
no “mermory” for reduced coiling. The neutral colour and the specially
formulated 3" *Dyna-Tip” keeps the line tip floating for less drag, easier
strike detection and better hook sets. Whether you're drifting a nymph
under an indicator, fishing dries in the pockets or swinging a streamer,

the “NZL Precision Taper” is the new go-to line for NZ anglers everywhere.

I 770250 by Dougias tohnson & £o. A

W ENGINEERED FOR
NEW ZEALAND
CONDITIONS

Precision available
in 5# to 9%
Camo/clear colour

We developed the most advanced weight forward fly line taper ever, the

"Rocket 2", A taper that lets you load even one of todays fast action rods
with a minimurm of line for precise, in close casts, but acts almost like a
shooting head for amazing distance when you need it. Then we gave it
our “Duraslik™ coating to keep it shooting like a rifle. We added a colour
change at the maximum pick-up point 0 you know just where to start

your cast, And because its a *Precision” fly line, we offer it in whole and
“half sizes”. Now you can fine tune your favourite rod to bring out its full
potential. The best casting, most versatile, most modern, most advanced
floating fly line on the market today!




By Elizabeth Heeg
Elizabeth Heeg is « PHLY
student working under
Ur Peter Richie a Vicioria
University

Elizabeth begins her anulysis
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of the gexetic makeup of
Taupo trout
Lhoto by:Monica Grieher

Understanding Taupo trout

through genetics

out in the strcams and rivers
around lake Tiaupo are easy to
observe.After only watching fer a
few minutes you can start to undecstand
how they move and how they interact
with the current, matbe even how they
feed.Spending long days fishing or snor

kelling will teli you even more about how
trout live their day-today lives.

However some aspects of a trout’s life are
morc difficult o discern with the naked
eye. How arc those groups of trout swim
ming down river relatcd? When it comes
time to spawn, who do they choose for
their mates? There are also many ques-
tions about their physiology that simple
observation can't answer, espedcially the
current burning questions about why
the fish seem to be getting smaller and
spawning later in the yeac

1 hope to find answers 10 some of these
questions over the next three years
using genetic tools as I complete my
PhD research at Victeria University of
Wellington in collaboration with DOC
inTurangi.

There are many advantages to using
genetics to study trout ecology: First of

all.it only takes a small picce of f.n tissue
to provide enough DNA for multiple
studies. That means that we can catch
and release trout from throughout the
lake and catchment and take samples
from individuals of all shapes and sizes
without disturbing them tee greatly. That
also means we can look at hundreds of
troutover the course of the study. which
makes the results more powerd ul,

After extiacting DNA, we will look at spe
cific markers,whichare particular regions
of the DNA, to dctermine how trout
throughout the Lake Taupo catchment
are related to cach otherWe're currently
hoping to include Lakes Otamangakau
and Rotoaira in ouranalysis as well. Once
we know the relatedness of trout we can
start to investigate how those groups
have formed, and potentially compare
them to the trout populations in North
America they were originally taken from
morc than] 00 years ago.

Even if the lakes here were exactly like
the rivers back in Calif ornia chat the trout
came from, we're likely to sec distinct dif-
ferences between the New Zealand trout
imd California trout. I nothing elsc (that
is without mutation or migration... or
men with trucks and ships moving fish
around), we’d expect to sec genetic daft
between separated populations. That’s
just different genetic sequence combina-
tions becoming more prevalent in differ-
ent populations due to mere chance.

There are also behavioural diffecences
that can lead to genetic changes in fish
that arc all living within the same catch-
ment or lake. Perhaps certain families
of trout prefer to spawn in spring-fed
streams o strcams (ed by runoff(, or
perhaps some wout prefer warmer tribu
taries By comparing samples collected
over many years we can also investi
gate how these dynamics change over



time, and whether the same populations
have been around the lake for long or
if populations are rapidly changing If it
looks like cettain populations have been
established for many years, or that the
populations are genetically very dif ferent.
managers might decide not to mix those
populations or move them since they
could be locally specialized.

Luckily rainbow trout genetics have
already been studied for years, so we
know the locations of many genectic
markers and how they look in other
trout populations. We also know that
there are specific genes that cffect
spawning time. We plan to look particu
larly at one of these genes, nanied clock,
a gene originally isolated in [ruit fJies.
The clock gene affects timing behav
iours in cverything trom flics Lo trout
to humans! If we find differences in the
DA sequencebetween fish who spawn
at diff'erent times it will help us to figure
out if current fishing practices. including
thessize limit, are selecting some fishand
actually leaving fish which spawn latec

Identifying any changes will help us to

understand how all trout. not just Taupo
trout,mightchange over time andrespond
to environmental shifts,including angling
and perhaps global warming. A1 rainbow
tout are originally from North Ametica,
but have been introduced to every con-
tinent on Earth ¢xcept Antarctical Uhis
tough fish has successfully adapted to
new environments all over the world
including New Zealand. Part of that
success is due to the trout’s ability to
respond and change apidly (iapidly for
a fish anyway) to new conditions, which
niight be why anglers are secing changes
in spawning time and size of trout over
only the last fiew years By analy:zing their
genetic differences in the context of
changes in the environment we hope to
understand how management can help
kccep the trout goingin a way that's good
for their sutvival, good for Lake¢ Taupo,
and good for angling

As this project develops 1 will keep you
up to date in future issues of Turget
Tawcfo with what I'm sure will be some
exciting discoveries about the makeup
of Taupo trout.

ROD & REEL

FRESH & SALTWATER FLY FISHING SPECIALISTS

Glow Bugs, Bombs, Indicators, Tungsten Beads, Waders, Boots, Rain Wear etc.

Call in for advice and fishing reports
TAUPO LICENCES IN STORE

AUCKLAND SHOP NOW OPEN
20 Melrose St Newmarket

Ph. 09 520-0307
www.rodandreet.co.nz




By Callum Bourke
Ca.lum is a sanger in our fickd

operations work

Top: Fishery rangers Nathan
Walker, Harry Hamilton and
Mike 16 reseat the

£9)'s atter 14 scasons

Photcey Oy Ctlluem fourkee

A New Era forTe Whaiau Trap

his scason is the start of a new

cra for the Te Whaiau fish trap

situated at [ake Otamangakau
After 14 winters ofhousing many a keen
trap operator, our 1974 Classic caravan
is finally moving on making way for a
new custom made tiansportable cabin.
The old caravan has given us plenty
of loyal service over the years and has
handled ¢verything the elements could
theow at it, whether it was hurricane

force winds, snow storms, heavy fiosts,
freezing tempe ratures and even the odd
eruption or two!l suspect there won'tbe
(00 many trap operators that willbe dis
appointed to se¢¢ the caravan go. During
a heavy frost our water then gas would
freeze, and without a decent sleeping
bag, so too would the tiap opcrator! It
wasn't unknown to wake to find ice on
the inside of the windows and the like

So our new accommodation had 1o meel



WHEN THE WORLD’S PREMIER
MANUFACTURER OF FLY LINES
IS THIS PRECISE . . .

ﬂ'-'.  ( T ADBV/] TAGE

444SL Precision Trout Hi-Vis 4-7.5# (Half weights available) Cortland 444 SL Precision® Tapers are an exciting new line of species

444SL Precision Stillwater 6-8# specific fly lines designed to turn over flies perfectly, accurately, every
4448L Precision Clear Camo 6-9# time. Important new features of the Precision Tapers include (on
444sL Precision Big Fly 8-10# some models) the availability of half weight line sizes, two tone for

easy pickup identification and an exciting new taper design called
the rocket2. Driven by the tremendous diversity of fly rod actions,
fiy anglers will now be able to more precisely match their fly line
weight to their rod’s action. A color change has also been included,
indicating the maximum load point for easy pickup. Finally, Cortland,
the innovator of the original Rocket taper, now introduces the Rocket2
taper design — more weight up front for directional stability, with a long
front taper for delicate, precise presentations backed up by an extra

long back taper for maximum aerialization.

Gragme Sinclait with his 11 pound South Westland brown trout caught on a
GLoomis 8wt GLX Rod, Shimano BioCraft 7/8 LA reel, Cortland 555 Line.

Listripy, ;
20 by Douglas Johnson & Co. Member of 16-FA



3 key requirements. It had to be warm,
dry and comfortable, basically the 3
things our old caravan was not. When
we looked at the options that were avail-
able in our price range, a transportable
cabin seemed to fit these requirements
best. After much discussion we settled
ona cabin designed and built by Quality
Caravans-in Mount Maunganui. It will be
4350m long by 2.458m wide and is on
wheels thus towable.The external walls
are madce of powder coated sheets of
long run steel and insulated with styro
foam, the same materials used on similar
huts in Antarctica.

The cabin will be dual wired with 240
Volt and 12 Volt capacities. This will
allow us to run our lights, VHIF base set
radio, battery chargers and laptop off
the 12V system which will be powered
by two 6V deep cycle batteries con-
nccted in series and sustained by two
130 Watt solar panels. The 248 Volt
system will be powered by a genera-
tor and used to provide back up to the
12 volt system should we need it but
also to run our spotlight during floods.
‘I'he aim is to keep generator usc to a
minimum as not only is it noisy but
uses fossil fuels and is expensive to run
due tothcever increasing costs of fuel.
We want our cabin to be as encrgy cffi-
cient and carbon ncutral as possible so
using solar cnergy which is a rencw-
able resource is definitely preferable.
Our cooking and heating will be run off
9 kg L.I'G gas bottles thae will be located
in an insulated box on the front of the
cabin. Hopcfully this will prevent our
gas freezing during the regular frosts
that T¢ Whaiau trap is famous (or. Our
water will continue to be sourced from
the heavens and our beer will be chilled
by the outside air and the ‘Ie Whaiau
stream.

Notonly is ouraccommodation upgraded
this season but the trap strucnive has had
some much needed maintenance as well.
After 14 seasons of scouring by tloods,

one of bed logs was beginning to sink

on the true left: side of the trap. These
bed logs are one of the most ioportant
components of the tap as everything is
built on top of these thick slabs of blue
gum,and they nced e be level and fiumly
lockedin placc to withstand the pressure
placed on them by regular lood events.

After removing the old bed log we
attached a wirc mesh foot on the
underside of the log then fitted it
back into place with trusty old wara
tahs and number 8 wire. Somé things
never changc. A trench was dug on
the downstream sidc¢ of the bed log to
allow the feot te be buried and pinned
down with several large rocks. When
a flood occurs the debris blocks the
upstream barrier of the trap creating
a waterfall. This waterfall then drops
into the pens and attempts to scour
underncath the bed log. With the foot
in placc this holds the large rocks
tirmly in place and prevents any holes
trom developing.

As part of minimizing any damage
during a flood betore the trap is over
topped by rising flood waters theoper
ator removes two out of every three
bars along the downstream barriecThis
helps release and spread the excess
water instead of allowing it to churn
up the insidc of the f sh pens.Once the
bed log was in place the bottom RSJ's
(steel beams that hold our trap bars in
place) were reinstated having previ
ously being removed from the water
for the first time in 14 years also and
re galvanised.

It is a testament to the team who
designed and buile the original Te
Whaiau trap as after 14 years the trap
still functions very effectively and the
site remains relatively unchanged cven
after some huge floods. With the new
cabin being built and the trap restored
to its original glory, Tc Whaiau will
be ready for anothcr 14 years of fish
tiapping.




By Kim AlcxanderTwiia &
Mike Nicholson

Kien is oue Progeimme
Mapager, Communiy
Rclations

Mike is our Educator for
Taupo forTomorrow

Top: Joha Gibbs gives
advice on ccho sounders
while ar eager angler from
‘Caupo takes notes

Pbotosb y:

Kim AfexanderY uria

he ‘TongariroTaupo Conservancy
Summer Programme has been
running ter 46 vearsThe summer
programme is a chance for Bepartment
of Conservation statf and Tongariro
Natural History Society volunteers to
teach the public about their work and to

DOC Fishery Summer Fun

share their love of conservationThis yeir
the Fishery team took part in a couple of
initiatives.

Kids, Trout, Habitat

Rain, Rain, Rain! It certainly says some
thing about the enjoyment to be had
at the Tongariro National Trout Centre

Check out www.(INCEPT).c0.nz

Click on 2008 Waterstrider Kick Boat’
Click on 'Solo &-day trip on NZ's wilderness Rangitikei River’

You'll want one

—r -

Incept Marine Limited, 126 Hautapu Street, Taihape Ph: (06) 388-0729

Email: sales@incept.co.nz Web: www.incept.co.nz
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The kids still had fun in
the nuin
Photo: Supplied

when young people are beaming with
happiness af:er working and learning in
a downpour ter the majority of the day.

January the 8th saw the first of our
summer programmes kick off with a
small but very enthusiastic group of
children. Considering the spring and
summer we have enjoyed this year,
January 8th was one out of the box. It
started to rain early and did not let up
for the remainder of the day.

“Ihe day begaa with a tour of the centre
and hatchery buildings with the children
keen to firid out just how ova (cgme) even-
tually become big beautiful rainbow teout.
Despite the amount of water present, a
key theme firr the day was witer quality
and the children certainly appeared to
enjoy the opportunity to get ‘hands on' in
the Waihukahuka Sweam finding a varicty
of invertebiate life and testing the water
ter tempesature and clarity. The role of
the DOC fishery team was also explained
to the children in a visual presentation
which prompted them to use a variety of
problem solving tecliques.

Allin all it was a fantastic clay. Th e images

taken on the day seem to speak for
themselves. Soaking wet, but certainly
not beaten!

Lake Taupo Boat Fishing Seminar
These were held on a couple of glo
rious days in complete contrast with
the Kids Trout Habitat weather The
Fishery ran two seminars this year
at the Kinloch marina & the Tokaanu
Wharf Yoth were well attended with
130 people taking part. Every ycar it
seems to get bigger

It was a great opporrunity for thosc
new comers or visitors to the area to
leatn a bit more about shallow trolling,
harling, downriggers and jigging from
the experts. Also covercd was lures and
equipment to use, how to rig and fish
each method as well as related informa-
tion like how to make the best use of
yourechosounder,so asto improve your
odds of success.

Keep an eye out this Christmas for the
December 2008 issue of Targe! Taupo
where the dates and venues will be
advertised. Each seminar runs for a
couple of hours and is free.



by Jill Welsh

JHlis « ranger in our fidd
opcraNons progrome and'is
responsible for compliance
and law enforcement

Poached Trout - A Timeless Recipe

thoughtit might be interesting to go
back fifty years and have a look at
what sort of things fishery people
(the 'goodies’, and the ‘baddies’y were
getting up to back then and how things
have changed with time. So 1 headed
ovcer o the archives building and rifled
through dusty old boxcs to sce what 1
coulddig up.
1 picked up a box,blcw the dust off the
top and gave it a few bangs on the floor
te makc sure any little residents had
vicated. I began sitting through the files,
and one in particular caught my eye. It
was the name that got my attention - it
was a famiiar name, one that ! have seen
pop up more than a-couple of times in
the last rwo years.l made my way through
mountains of ancient teports, often hand
written and found some that dared back
ta 1958, I'll bet thete are still more than
just a few hardy anglers who remember
what fishing was like back then.
When you talk to those who have been
around for miny’ ycars, things were a lot
diffcrent then, Back in the 1950s when
the Wildlife Scrvice tan the tisherycthey
were but a few, really dedicated Kiwi
blokes, and you can only itnagine how
harsh things were for them back then.
Life was much simpler though. These
were the days when real rangers did real
ranging and men were sent farand wide
to protecta relatively young fishery. The
Wildlife Service employed strong, hard
men - men with a passion for the out-
doors in their souls who could cope
with anything the outdoors threw at

them. When they

went out

ranging they meant business and if that
meant they had to set up camp for days
on end to achieve their goals, then that’s
what they did. One titing you will notice
in this article that when talking about
past 1rangers [ always refer to men for
igwasn't seén as a vocation for women
back then.

The Rangers had all the cunning and
stcalth that you read about in ‘Special
Forces’ novels. Their wotk often took pre-
cedence over their home life and they
camped rough in all sorts of weather for
days at a time.The)y spent much of their
tme in genentl ranging o1 the lakes and
rivers but more than a few hours waiting,
just waiting for poachers to tum up.

The Taupo Fishing Diste.ct came under
the Rororua Conservancy for the Wildlife
Service, and all tanging and reporting
was lead by the Conscrvator of Wildlife.
Rangers were deployed on a regular
basis to patrol and police the fisheries,
sent out for a week or so at a time in an
old Bedford truck or a trusty landrovee
For the really teugh terrain they traveled
on horseback.

Theyr didn’t have a lot on their side in
the way of tools to protect themselves,
no radjos or telephones for communica
tion so once they were out there they
were pretty much on their own. They
also lacked a lot of the back country
equipment that we have available today,
but what they did have though was a
good old hardy swanndri and bundles
of knowlcedge of the tereain, the water
ways, the likely methods of operation,
and most of the time,the offcnders they
were dealing with.

So the rangers would go off into the
scrub and set up camp in some strate
gic place and wait,and watch ... antil
some unsuspecting poacher happened
along Once U1e ranger had the poacher
in his sights he would quietly sit and



watch until he had gathered c¢nough
information to prove his cascAnd then
he’d spring. Sometimes this ended in an
all out chase and the rules were a little
looser than today as to how they would
apprehend such people ®nc of the big
differences from today was that by and
large the offenders when apprehended
would accept it as a ‘fair cop'. Usually the
ranger knew them and often it wasa case
ofacknowledging the ranger had won of
that patticular occasion. However, many
of the poachers were hard men too and
sometimes there was the risk of fisticuff's,
but not thata knife would be used or that
the otfender was irrationa) on ‘Pras might
be faced by staffin 2008.

And so the story would take its normral
course, a process that hasn't changed
mudh to thigday. The Department would
prosecute and the guilty offender would
be fined, often a large amount of money
and have his gear seized.Word would get
around town a1d poaching would slow
down for a while¢ and then the game
would start all over again. One has to
wonder why a person would take such
a risk in order to bag a fish for dinner
I know of scveral anglers who would
gladly part witha prize catch if it meant
food on the table for a necdy family.
However often it was almost a gamc
between the poachers and the ranger

In today's world things have changed
little, The majority of trout anglers
are law abiding pcople, but, as always,
there are still poachers and law break
ers out there. Poaching continucs in
the fishery - using spears, pitchferks,
ncts, gaffs-and other proven methods.
Spearing or netting a trout is certainly
not a new thing and it seems that in
some famili¢s it is a hobby that passes
down through the gencrations. The dif
ference now is that we have more tech-
nology awvailable to help our cause. The
use¢ of cameras and sensors in some of
the more popular poaching spots, have
proven their worth over time in more
ways than one Similarly our staff have

to be much more highly trained because
of the increased threats (o their personal
safety. The methods of poaching haven't
changed that much in fifty years,and the
threat to the fishery caused by poachers
damaging spawning grounds and future
generations of trout has not reduced.
Some things just never change.

A recent apprehension of poachers
resulted in three people being broughe
before the Court: They had dragged a
net in one of the streams and success-
fully <caught 38 rainbow trout. These
trout were mature spedimens that died
needlessly before they had the chance
to reproduce. It is these fsh that are
the good, hardy breeding stock for the
fishery, and by the thoughtless actions
of a couple of people, have been taken
out of the breeding cycle for no other
reason than sclfish greed.

Another rhing we have noticed in
recent months is the increase of offund
ers offering falsc details at the time of
apprehension. The good news is that
every onc of these offenders has eventu-
ally been idemified and brought before
the Courts. The systems we ase to inves-
tigate such cases are far supcrior to the
ones used fifty years ago.We have access
to more detailed information now than
we ever have and this is proving tuvalu-
able to us as far as law enforcement
goes. The silly thing is that the offence of
providing false information is as severe
as poaching, so by giving false details the
offender has just doubled the severity of
what they face.

Another invaluable tool we have is you,
the public - anglers, kayakers, rafters and
just anyone who secs something that
doesn't look right, It only takes a tele
phonc eall or a trip to the office to tell
whatyou have seen.You don’teven have
t® leave your name if you don’t want to.
We'l just take the information and act
on itin the best way wecan atthe time.
But remember, the best information is
hotoff the press;it becomes less uscful
to us if we getit a day or more later.
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ver the years, we've had a ot of

great faedback about Target Tupo.

We\ e also had a lot of gripes from
anglers when they don't esceive their copy.
At least this highlights that the magasoc is
apprecated by many of you. Sometimes it is
our lult but often anglers have made it very
hacd for us, so | am going to explain why
they are often not received.
Every year we create a database of over
10,000 names and addresses from the dupli-
cates of your Adult Whole Scason licence,
This database is compicted at the ¢nd of
the scason when the last of the season
licences for the curcent season are seld.and
used to mail out 3 issues of Target TcacPo
over the following vear. So the details you
give when you bought this season’s licence
(2007/08) will be used to send you 3 issues
over 2008409 However too often the hand
writing is illegible. and as much as we w¥
and double check with the White Pages
on the internet and the New Zealand Pest
website. we are just unable to make out the
addiess. Otbers tend to write only balf of
their address, £nishing off with the suburb.
but notthe twn o1 city.
It is also ¢sseatial to give us your full home
postal address rather than your holiday
home addness. I you are in Rural Delivery,

Post Codes and Rural
Delivery Registration

By Storm Bescer

Ranger,sertice.
as many holiday homes in this arez ate.then
please temember you have we be regiftered
forRuial Delivery with New Zealand Post to
receive mail. ‘The majority of the tast issue
that was retwned to us svere Rutal Delivery
addresscs that were not registered and
therefore not delivered.

It is also now a requirement frera New
Zealand Pest that we have Pest Codes so
please make sure you have your postcode
handy when burying your licence.

We getalot of enquiries from &umilics whee
the family bolds a nwaber of Whole Scason
licences between them but only require onc
copy of Target Tawpe. Howcyver other fami-
ties like to get all their copies so as they can
take a copyto their bach.or send oveeseasto
a family member or give to a friend. It's obvi-
ously tough for us to know which family
wants one copy and which Goily waats a
copy cash. Theiefore we take the approach
of sending ¢veryone on the new database a
copy of the fist issue for the sczsen. After
this if you only c:quire ene copy per house-
hold please pop us an ¢mail on fishinfe®
doc.govt.nz te let us know and we can
delete you off the database.

Happy reading and remember if you have
any queries please <o oot hesitate te
contact us.




By Randai Hart

Randal wvas a controlier in the
recent FIPSMouchs world
flying fishing championship
and is'a volunteer for the
Tongariro Nationsat Teowst
Center Society

Prepading fec session 6
at Lake Rotoaira
Pboto by.fanet Hart

Controlling World

Champion Fly Fishermen

uring the last week of March
this ycar, I was one of the iake
Rotoaira controllers for the
28th FIPS Mouclie World Fly Fishing 2008
Championships in Nesw Zealand. FIPS-
Mouche is The International Sport Fly
Fishing Federation founded in 1989 in
San Marino and is partof the [nternasional
Confederation of Sport Fly Fishing. The
objective of FIPS-Mouche is ‘7@ enceurage
the practice of Sport Iy tishing threugh
out the worid with the aim, within the
Obympic idedd, to foster friendship and
understanding among all’ people, and
Dpeace in the world, through sport’.
Every year the World Fly Fishing Chanap-
ionship is held in a member country and
this year it was hosted in New Zcaland
by Sport Fly Fshing NZ (Inc). The
Championship was held in the central
North Island region with the venuce
headquarters located in the Kingsgate
Hotel, Rotorua. ‘Fhe areas (sectors)

fished during the championship were
the Waihou, Waimakariri and Whanganui
rivers and [akes ®tamangakau and
Rotoaira.

There were 99 fishermen involved from
23 countrics and cach fisherman fished
each scctor for three hours. The con-
troller’s role was to cnsure the competi-
tion rules were not broken, to measure,
record and release the fish caught and
helm the boat on the lakes. There were
1@ boats on cach lake during the cham-
pionship and cach boat had a controller
and 2 fishermen per session.

‘The minimum qualifying length fer fish
during the Championship was 18 cm
Onc hundred points were awarded for
each f sh landed plus additionat points
added for the length of the fish, During
the championship 4,270 trout were
landedandmeasusedand

the average




Randal Hare, Ceantrellcr,
Martin Droz 2008 FiPS-
Mouche Hy Fishing

Champien, Marek Walezyk,

2007 FIPS-Meuch< Fly Fishing
Champion.
Pboite by: Janet Hart

Icngth was 25,5 cm. One fisherman
landed 98 £sh. There weee 272fishlanded
and measured on Lake Otamangakau and
201 on Lake Rotoairz. The largest fish of
the championship was 68.9 cm from Lake
Otamangakau and the lugest flom Lake
Rotoaira was 60.4 cm.

There were many fish lost before they
were netted on Lake Rotoaira as their
strength and agility was a rcal eye
opener fiaralot of the fishermen. When
I e¢xplained they were wild fish, a lot
commented they were the meanest,
strongest fish they had experienced for
a long, long time. [ quickly learnt all
fishermen mutter something when a
good fish is lost. I now know what to
say in fve different languages when that
happens

I had the privilege to control the FIPS-
Mouche 2007 World Chiunpion, the new
FI?S-Mouche 2008 World Champion
and the 2008 South Afcican Champion
who were assigned to my boiar on Lake
Rotoaira. My boat also caught the largest
fish on Lake Rotoaira. L certainly learat
alot about lake fshing including how to
find tish without electronic gear such as
fish finders, how to make rapid fly line
changes and why champion fishermen
catch so many fish. They stay totally
focused all the tittic and have absolute
control of where and what their lures
are doing. Ifa fly line / lure combination
did not work after a short while they
changed and they did not thrash the
same piece of water for hours on end.

| www.sportlng‘lﬂe—turanglhco.n-
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Tot Cencentration
on Like Rotoaina
Pbete vy: Jovr: Murpby'

Some of the fishermen didn't realize
how deep Lake Rotoaira was until to
late in their session. Guess where the
fish were.

A mini compectition developed between
the controllers to get their boats post
tioncd saficly onto spot X first. Spot X
wis ithways chosen by the fishermen
per the wules and no input was allowed
from the controllers. The area between
the island and the power station outlet
became the fivored spot X on the lake
during the Championship

The Champioaship Team ressults were;

1st Czech Republic: 383 fish mea-
sured. Longest tish 54.0 cm, 2nd New
Zealand: 325 fish measured. Longest
fish 62.7 ¢m,3rd France: 316 fish mea
sued. [engest tish 58.5 cm.

‘The Championship Individual results
were; st Martin Droz, Czech Republic:
78 f.sh measured. Longest fish 54.0 cm,
2nd Juilien Daguillanes, Frince: 73
tish measured. [engsst fish 58.5 cm, 3rd
Tomas Starychfojtu, Czech Republic: 98
fish measured. Longest fish 51.5 cm.

Fuli teem and individual results for the

championship and the sectors (ished
can be scen on website:

www2008 worldflyfishingchapips.com
TTe Taupo Fishery staff also pliyed an
active role on the lake scctors ensuring
the imglers’gear was cleandod before it wirs
uscd on each lake. This cleaning practice
wias readily accepted by the fishermen
as they fully understood the impostance
of keeping a world class fishety fiee of
unwanted plant or aquatic lifie.

L really enjoyed my time as a controller
and have many fond memorics of the
experience Ldidnthave to tell any tall
fishy tales about how good the Taupo fish
were as Lake Rotouir:i said it all fur me.
‘Fhey were still titlking about the fiisty
Lake Rotoaira fiish during dinncr at the
end of the championship. The general
consensus was we are very lucky in New
Zealand as the trout tishing is-awesome,
the rivers and lakes arc so clear. the
scenery’ is great and the people are very
triendly: [et'sbe proud of that and kecp
it that way.

So remember to CHECK, CLEAN, DRY
and enjoy tight lines.




By Julie Greaves

Work commences
underneath the bridge
Fhoto by: Julle Greaves

Three Billy Goats Gruff

he Red Hut bridge is a major link

across the Tongariro River. It has

been serving many anglers and
walkers for some 40 years. Recently it
was necessary to undertake some major
repairs to maintain the bridge to DOC’s
safety standards.

Work to the Red Hut bridge included
repairing two transoms, replacing all
the hanger rods, building a new ramp
and coating the cables with Noxyde
surface coat. The repairs were part of
a tender contract won by Hodgkinson
Contractors 2006 Ltd who started
work on the bridge in December. One
of the specialities needed to work on
these bridges was to be able to work at
heights. Maurice, Steve and Rudi from
Hodgkinson Contractors specialise in
this particular sort of work.

While replacing two of the hanger
rods the contactors noticed that the
bolts were starting to rust due to the
tanalised timber used on the bridge. 5o
while we had a qualified contractor in
the area we got them to replace all the
bolts as well.

A lot of this work meant that they had to
access the bridge from underneath.

So under the bridge they hung on
purpose built scaffolding, typical of a
bit of kiwi ingenuity and because of the
height, they were harnessed in. I think
Steve drew the short straw, a brave job
for someone with a strong stomach
needed especially with a bit of sway and
movement whenever someone trampled
over the top.

It reminded me of the story of The Three

£



Billy Goats Gruff although Steve was
much better looking then the troll in the
fairytale. They would joke to passer buys
and said they weren't allowed to cross
unless they knew the password. I think
they gave up when a group of about
80 children started marching across
on a school tramping trip. Instead they
ceased work for half an hour while the
parents macde sure only 10 pupils at a
time crossed at once, as stated on the
bridge loading signs.

Hodgkinson Contractors did a very pro-
fessional job making sure the bridge was
not out of action at any stage.

The Red Hut bridge continues to stand
proud serving anglers and walkers -
mind the trolls underneath,

Steve show's he has no fear of heights!
Photo by fulie Greaves
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BY Dave Cude

Tep:Jcif Bonaldson (teft)
and David Cade en Like
Wakatipo with live Didyne
Lheto:Supplicd

Real live didyme

For the past year Widymo Bave’ has been invelved in the education of mamy, many peaple
in at altenupt to lessen the risk of dibyme beimg introduced to the Tampo area Those of

Yeu whe have visited the area are likely to have met Dave and experienced bis passionate

and sometimes unorthedex but highly effective advecaey en 1his issue. In recognition of his
efforts we sent hine to @ueenstown to see the menace far real.

DYMO;The woid sends shivers
through the soul of any angler
or fresh water user who undcer-

stands the implications of it being intro-
duced to their favorite watcoway. But
whatis it like? Well in January this ycar
taveled to Queenstown to join up with
Biosecurity NZ staff on a ficld trip to
view didvmo frst hand in Central Otago,
and to look ar an aspect of didymo's
most ominous threat, its ability to adapt
to ncw cnvironments

Qur host for the trip was Jeff Donaldson,
a4 congenial character with a passion for
the environment who has been involved
with the didymo campaign nationwidc
since it was tirst discovered in 2004.
He was terthosc of us who still live in
didymo-frcc arcas,a great source of prac
tical hands-on information. Informition
which ] attempted to fully harvest in thc
short time I was there.

Therc is i lot of misimderstanding locally

about whcther didymo would grow in

LakcTaupo.some people b ng that it
won'tgrow in still water. Whilc this under-
standing is currently correct, observation
of the wave line around the edge of any
large lakc highlights that this zonc is imy-
thing but still. Soit was with interest that
we headed to our first stop, the rocks
along the shore of Lake Wakatipu within
easy walking distance of Qucenstown.
lierc we found didymo plants, dark
brown in colour with a hcalthy appear-
ancc. Whilc it is accepted that didymo
requires cnergy te grow which usuaily
comes from flowing witcr.it's presence
in Lake Wakatipu and other South Island
lukes demonstrates that this required
cnergy can also be delivered by waves
produced by a combination of wind and
boating activitics. If we applicd the {ake
Wakatipu situation to [ake Taupo then
any exposed rocks from Kinloch marina
toTaupo Harbour and down the castern

side of the Lake would appear to be
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David Cade on the

banks of the Nawea River
with ded diclyme that has
dricd into sheees

Lhote: Supplied

primc habitat for didymo.

The Hawea River isi the natural outlet
from lake liawea Our second stop was
approximately 500n1 upstrcam of where
the Hawea joins the Clutha which n tum
is the natural outlet frem Lake Wanaka.
The Hawea is badly' infected but again
didymo demonsteines it's unpredictabil-
ity, At this site the edges and shallows of
the civer are totally clogged with didymo.
extending out into the river until the
current eaches 5 knots (approximately
2.5 metres persecond)orgreatcr,at which
pointitdoesn’t appear to grow A jet boat
ride on the Clutha enabled us to look at
slightly ditferent emrironmems and again
in water with a flow rite of 3 knots or
greater it simply isn't there. That's pretty
quick mind you. However whether this is
because of the curcent per se or because
a cwrent of this: magnitude will often be
moving a lot of sediment is much less
clear. The Clutha is a river of similar flow
to the Waikato (but much greater sedi-
ment load) and didymo was not present
in any deep water During our time on
the Cluthal managed to spot sevcril trout

and they' looked in good condision to mc.
Howcver before you all get excited, | was
amazcd at the amount of dead didymo
biomass flowing <own the Clutha trom
the Hawea River If we uansferred this
sitvation to the Fongarico River, didymo
may not giow in certitin pools but the
volumc of dead biomiiss flowing through
those pools from inf:cted sites upstream
would scverely disrupt your fishing
theough the constant need to ¢lean your
linc, tracc and tHices

Didymo's ability to adapt to diffcrent
cnvironments was very clear in the
Clutha. Until now { had believed that it
only grew on cocks but jetf showed me
sites where healthy plants were attach-
ing thcmsclves to lagarosiphon (an
intcoduced aquatic weed thai is now a
major issue in many places around NZ)
and to the grass edges.

We also went for a jet boat ride up the
Matukituki River which flows into the
western side of [ake Wimaka. This river is
onc of those wide, braided rivers flowing
from alpinc country that ate so common
in the South blancl 1 lte exveibed is a con-




Dyifting didymo

caughtc up shows jusl bow
unsighely this pest can be

Photo by: Glenn Mactean

tinuously moving substrate and this move
ment of alfuvial material downstream acts
like a steelo pad on the rocks. So although
the Matukituki has tested positive for 2
years as has one of it's tributarics and
didymo could be transferred to another
watcrway through contact with it's waters,
it isn't visible in the river.This highlighted
to me the need to clean gear between
rivers in the North Island. Perhaps didymo
wotldnt be visible in the first river it was
introduced into, but this river could then
actas the source to spread it to mimy other
rivers whereit had muchmoreinipact

I returned to Taupo in a pensive mood.
While | enjoyed my visit to Qtago and the
opportunity to associate with someone
like Jetf, what I had seen really worried
me. Bur after some reflective thinking I
feund my trip had in fact simplified the
whole issue of didymo. There has been
lots of discussion about how it might
affect our area. Would it grow in the
local rivers? What effect would the dead
biomass have on drift: feeding trout?> How
would it affiect the fish? The answer to
these and other qQuestions is simple. We
don't know. Because as 1 said at the begin
ning.didymo’s greatest threat is its ability
te adapt and what it does today is not
what it might do tomorrow:SQ DON'T
TRUST IT! Instcad of trying to guess how
it might affiect the area, lets channel our
energies into keeping lakeTaupo and it's
tributaries DIDYMO FREE in case there is
no second chance with this nasty.

THE NEW

SivimMs

RIVERSHED

RIVERSHED™
STOCKINGFOOTS

Busiiwhack toa soesel
pool. Doublehaul
fomthedriftboat,
Wede deep, Gur
tralighl, convertible
Rivershads arc rimod
forany anglling
adventure Articulated
kevces minimize bulk
and 5-layer frent leg
panels increase du-
cability, Also fieatyre
an adjustabl: elastic
suspender systeat;
Schoeller® zippnd
chest pecket and
builtin gravel guards.
Nylon wading belt
inclwded Made in the
USA

A%uk‘

rUst

RIVERSHED™ BOOT WITH
STUDDED AQUASTEALTH™ SOLE
Thiek of diean as amphibious hiking bosts, ideal for
gelting in to where the angliing preséuse’s light and. the
rout a:en’t. Made from durable, 2asy- K- clean synthetic
leather; Festure rabter ceated baliistic nylon mesh purels
and dual-density thermoplastic midsoles. Mofded toe
box with 13bbes ¢ap and wbber cand increas:: durabi lity
Ne-cortesive hardwate and quality nylen faces:

Only available from
+ Hamills Hastiogs- + Alla Millars Bunagin
+The F13.& Gun 130p8 « Sporting Life Turangs
+ Rod ¥ad Resl Auckland* Fisb City Albany:

« Hunting & Fishing Marldocough « luating & Fisling Nelson
+ Hunting & TFishing Rotensy + Huatiog & Fishing Manawatu
« Fishecsasans Lef Christeboreh
« Sw's Fty Sbep Atbel « Gurs and Tackle Nopiec
+ Element {Ouidoar Adveniures Lidl-Queenstown

WBQ



By Mk Vesunan

“lemimi watches it take shape
Pbaete by: Sbawr fpve

The story behind “Han-Bilt”

versincemoving toTurangifhave

had 4 desire to ownmy own boat.

As cachsummer went by I wished
that 1 hadbought onc and so,after almost
5 years, 1 finally decided to have a good
look. Trudeme’ was the first port of call
and I spentmany a long night searching
through pages of boats for sale search
ing fur either an aluminium, wooden or
fibregiass dinghy: Unfortunately many
of the cheaper boats were either in
Invercaigill or Northland and so getting
it back to Turangi would cost more¢ than

the actual boatwas worth.

As normally occurs, my initial search
using the intecnet diversified into doing
geneial searches on Google, and this is
when I came across the idea of actually
building a boat mysclf. The idea to begin
with was a little daunting as evecyone
would build onc if it were that casy, and
so | spent a week searching the internet
for both plans and ideas. ldeally 1 just
wanted a boat suitable for my son and 1
that was also light enough to transport

around and manage on n1y own, Sevetal




Far right: Every-thing
stitched tegether
Dhoto OF: Shar Jeyce

designs of various punts werc available
and with their fliat fronts seemed fairly
easy to construct. However, I much pre
ferred the v-shaped hulls as they look
better but require a little more work. |
continued searching several sites before
finding some free plans of an 8ft (2.5m)
Portuguesestyle fishing dinghy: Severil
of the othersites required you purchase
plans but this guy gave clear instructions
and dimensions and although they were
not c¢ntircly comiplete the essentials
were there, This article details the fun
1 had creating my own boat and gives
somc poinlers to anyone considering
building one themsclves.

The nextstage (reinforced by my partner
Shar) was to set about working out how
much the boat was going to cost, as
there was no point spending a fortune
if we could buy one already built for
half the peice with a motor and a trailer
included.There was also some concern
that | wouldn't be able to build it and
so I'wanted to prove everyone wrong. |
started pricing out the treated plywood
at the local ITM store and tiis was sur-

prisingly cheap. We thought about using
marine ply as this was void frec and
therefore more suitable for bending but
giventhe cost and the fact thatit would
nced to be ordered from Auckland we
decided on using 7.5mm CD H3 ply
instead. 1 also had a quick look around
for epoxy glues and managed o get
some for a good price at Bunnings. So
Gr | had barely spent $100 but it still

- Wines & Restaurant

Open Ieiday — Sunday, 12pm — Gpm
Open for dinner Friday nights
Srom 6pm - Reservations Iissential

134 Grace Road, Turangi 1
Phone: 07 386 6704

WWW.riverwines.co.nz
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Our rods are custom made
to your specification

8.

All our rods are hand crafted here in
New Zealand and are available in range
from 7°6” to 10°0” line weights from
#3to#12asa?2,3,4or5 piece.

-

Contact us or one of our retailers,
and we can discuss the fishing you do and
the rod you require.

Tailor made... custom made. The only
rod of it’s kind in the world.

CrosbyGGarrct

OUTLETS: Sporting Life Turangi,
Mooses Sportsworld Palmerston North

CROSBYGARRET FLY RODS
info@crosbygarret.co.nz
Ph: 06 355 1429 Fax: 06 355 1427

looked nothing like a boat. 1hankfully 1 Wready had
scveral tools suchas drills, jig saws and a number of
clamps which helped keep the building cost down.
The next stage was then to clear a building space in
the garage which was a mission in itself

Once the dust settled, two saw horses sat proudly
in the middle of the garage and the official project
commenced. The first task was to mark out the
shapcs onto the plywood for the two sides and
the transom. This was relatively easily thanks to the
plans which also showed how to get the best use
out of an 8ft sheet of ply Next came the fun part of
cutting out the two sides and the transon1 using a
jigsaw which was casy given how thin the ply was.
Having researched somie tricks and tips previously
on the internet, ) then procecded to create a water
bath using some old lengths of timber and an old
tarpaulin filled with waterThis wasused to soak the
plywood for 2-3 hours before [ proceeded to bend
the ply to try and prevent it from splittingAs we had
to go outthatevening. I lay the two sides on top of
the saw horses whilc they were still wet and then
placed two heavy boxcs on top to give the wood
somic of the curvature | required. They remained tike
this until the next day and when the boxes were
removed they still assunied about 70% of the bend
thatl had creatcd.

The next job was to cut a scction of 25mn1 by 25n1m
timber to length, which was to be used te attach
the two side pieces at the hull. The sides were thea
glued and screwed to this timber using stainless
steel screws. One of the most importam parts was
ensuring that the ply didn't overlap and although
this mecant that the join appeared open it guaran
teed that the boat would be aligned correctly at a
later datc. This was left te harden properly over
night. Fater the next day and with sonie Help from
Shar,wwe managed toget the boat bent to the correct
shape and screwed three temporary battens across
the boat to help il keep it’s shape, before attempting
to attach the transom board. Qur son Tommi was
alrcady startling to show an interest in it as it vaguely
resembleda boat.

Using a mcthod known as “stitch & glue” we drillcd
holes in both the sides and the transom wnd pro
cecdedto cable tie the sides and back together using
some heavy duty cable ties. Although this method
has been tried and tested it secnied wrong to drill
lots of little holes in the boat at this slage.The next
slage involved setting this on top of another sheet



Almost reudy tepaint
Pheie by: Shar Jeyce

of ply and tracing the outline to give us
the shape fer the bottom. This was then
cut out using the jigsaw before slipping
it under the boat shape to check for a
soundf: t.1then proceeded to drill holes
in both the sides and the bottom every
20cms or so and cable tied the bottom
onto the rest of the boat - it was def-
nitely taking shape now.

With the boat completely stitched itwas
now time to glue it 'his was the first time
| had ever used epoxy glue und I was a
little concerned that this would be all
that would be holding the boat together
once 1 cut off the cable ties. However |
continued as | thought 1 could always
turn it into a cheap sandpit for Tommi
shoulditall go wrong. Using a small paint
brush we pushed the epoxy in between
the small gap created between the sides
and the bottom completing the inside of

the boat frst.The same was then done
to the outside before leaving it to harden
overnight.

Nextcamethe job of cutting and remov
ing the cable tics which was done ten-
tatively as ] was unsure whether the
glue would hold. With the last cable tie
removed the glue had done its job and
the boat kept its shape nicely Now that
the tics were out we needed to till the
holesthatthey hadleft,andsoa paste the
consistency of peanut butter was made
up using Epiglass epoxy resin and some
wood filler powdet This was smeared
into the holes and any crevices missed
by the epoxy glue to cceate a fillet that
was rounded all of the way around the
inside of the boat. Once that had set the
sanie was done to the outside to fill in
any holes,and create a nice smoothedge
fer the dynel cloth. This is very easy to
sand once dry toget c:d of any imperfe ¢
tions and sharp edges.

While all this was drying | set about
cutting out the quarter knees and
rowlock blocks. These were glued and
screwed into place to help keep the
boat’s shape and strengthen it. The
rowlock blocks were also attached
approximately 30cm towards the stern
trom where 1 was planning on sitting.
These were screwed to give them addi
tional strength as 1 would hate for one to
break while out on the waterTo provide
further strength, the gunwales or rub
rails werealso attached These were pre-
soaked befere bending to help prevent
them from snapping and wer¢ clamped
to the side of the boat while still wet to
let them assume the desiredshape.Alter
a day 1 glued and screwed them to the
plywood sides.

Wilh the filler now dry it was now time to
attach the dyneltape along the edges,both
inside and out to further seal the boat and
provide some additional strength. This
involved painting the mixed epoxy resin
onto the filler and then laying the cloth
on top before applying another layer of
mixed resin on top.Thanks at this stage
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The boat gets christened, fiest
fish off the boat
Ploto by: Sbar Joyce

49

mustgo to Eric from'Turangi & Lake’faupo
Marine who gave me tips and pointers as
1 had never used many of these producs
before. Once the resin had hardened 1
swrted removing the temporary bat:cns
that had been holding the sides apartThis
gave me bet:er access to the inside of the
boat for the construction of che seat,

The plans showed a different seating
arrangement from what I had imagined
and instead of three seats going cross
ways as is the norm for small rowing
boats, these seats ran lengthways from
the front to the back with one brace
across the middle of the boat to provide
an anchor point for the scat and help
keep the boat sidesapart Now this scat
just looked wrong the first time I saw
it but started growing on me the more
1 looked at it. It has the added bencfit
of allowing you to balance better within
the boat if you have more than one
person aboard or have got some heavy
geacr Thus I decided to give it ago as I
could always change it further down the
track if it was really that bad. The seat
itself is essentially two planks of wood
that are spaced a few centimetres apart
(for comfort) and werte cut to fit inside
the boat. Epox<y was then used to hold
them in place.

With the boat essentially complete and

ready to paint I'decided to give it severil
coats of epoxy resin to help watetproof
it and harden the plywood. I started off
with a thinnced layer as the plywood
wits so dry beflere gradually adding
less-hinned layers just as the previous
layer had started to go tacky: This was
done initially to just the ourside but 1
thought that it would also make sensc¢ to
do the inside also in the long term. We
then sourced some exterior house paint
(enamel based) and some undercoat as
this was recommendcd as the boat was
only going to be in the water for short
periods, and was going to be stored at
home under cover at all other timesThe
other option wits proper boat paint but
this was costly and a little over dac¢ top
for such a small project

Two coats of primer were applied to both
the outside and inside of the boat before
the inside of the boat was painted with
two coats of an off whitc colourTltis was
reconunended as a pure white boat will
always show the slightest bit of dirt and
willalso provide a lototglare.The outside
was finished ina royal blue colour which
we applicd using a roller to give the boat
a npice finish and ensure decent coverage.
The outside required three to four coats
to give it the colour | desired and cont
pleted the Scottish theme!



Tommi takes over!
Pboto by:Shar Jayce

Next job wiis to source some oars and
we were lucky cnough to get an old
pairoff a local builderwho had recently
acquited them and had no longera need
for them. With a cheap set of oar lecks
and a rod holder from the Warchouse we
were almost set to go fishing! Choosing
a name for the boat had always been on
my mind but 1 didn’t want to name her
until { had tried her, just to make sure
that she was ictually going to tloat!

With all of the resin and paint appliecd
the boat was a little heavier than 1 had
intended and my next job was to borTow a
tiailer from a friend tottansportit to lake
Kuratau for its maiden voyageWith boat on
tiader and liic jackets and lunch all ready to
g0 1 could sensc the excitement along widi
my family of finally getsing out onto the
witer in our own hand built boat!

Ucing nice and light she towed casily
and we arrived at the lake with the boat
still tn one picce on the back. Launching
was easy as we just kfted her from the
trailer between the two of w and laid
heron the sand. It really wasan exciting
time and thankfully the lake was calm.
I carefully climbed in and got myself
comfortable before inserting; the oars
and starting to row out into the luke and
wunazingly ittloaed really well The only
problem T'had wasthatshe turned really
casily having a flat bottom, so at some
stage 1 might add a skeg. 1 then came
back to collect Tommi and take him out
for a row and despite the oars being
8ftlong he was still keen to give it a go
himself.

With fish jumping all around us { decidledd
to do a bit of harling and so gave'tommi
the rod to hold while 1 rowed around
the lake Untortunately we didn't catch
anything and so 1 dropped him oft white
| had another row around. Just as 1 was
coming back o shore [ hooked a nice
rinbow and was able to make it back
to the ramp for Tommi to help knd it
Iic came rushing up to the boat with
the landing net and was up to his chest
before he knew it, managing to net the
fish on the third uttempt. Not bad for
being just three and a halfl brought the
boat in and we took pictures of the fsh
before releasing it. I then asked Tommi
if he wanted 10 come om fishing and he
raced away to get his lifejacket full of
eXcitement and enthusiasm. Hopctully
this is the start of a lifctime of enjoyment
not only in fshing but also the outdoors
for the wee man, imd what a cool adven-
turc we had in something that his very
own dad bad built.

Since the maiden vaoyage,the boat isnow
fully furnished with some Warehousc
carpetand now rests happily ona garden
trailcr We have yut to decide on a name
for her but “Han-Bilt™ is top of the list
continuing with the Scoteish theme! We

have also just recently acquired an old
I5fu tibreglass boat which is in need of
someattention but I'll keep vou updated
on its progress in another cdition of
Terget Tau po.
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A New Tomorrow

THE TAUPO I'OR TOMORROW
LEARNING PROGRAMME IS UP
AND RUNNING FOR 2008 AND
REARING TO GO.

irstly, thanks: te Dave Conley who,

in theabsence ofa full time educa-

tor during the latter half of 2087,
did a wonderful job in maintaining the
quality and continuity oflcarning expe-
ricnces for students visiting the centre.
Dave's passion for the Taupo trom
fishery andhis skill at engaging students
cnibled the programme 10 maintiin its
momentum during this time.

In 2008 the Tanpmo fer Temorrow pro
gramme gains: further impetws with part

twoofWondertul Wai, 70 M atorMoanad’
(Our [ake). being delivered to year 5/6
students from local schools for the fiest
time (schools that arc located within

the catchment arca of Lake Taupo) Like
us, the Taupo District Council are very
kecn to sce stormwater education deliv--
cred to children who arc likely to be
futurc users and residents of this aa
Importantly, TDC fully funds bus trip:i
to the Tongariro National Trout Centre
fore locad schools, meaning that all local
students have the opportutiity to lcam
about long tcrm sustainability issues as
they afl'ect this area.

Gencsis Encrgy continues to be passion-
ate prinary sponsors of the Tempo for
o morrow programme. Their long tenn
involvvement enables. the prognmme
infrastructure to be developed and
relined to best meet the learning needs
of studems visiting the centre, and a
range of learning experiences is now
available. Schools may choose a guided
tour of the ccentre focusing on our
iconic fishery, or take a more ‘hands on’
approach by testing water quality and
searching for insects in the Waihukahuka
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stream. Some schools are choosing to
utilise the programme and resources for
NCEA Dbased study Secondary students
are able to gain a first hand understand-
ing of Genesis's role as a hydro energy
provider when looking at contemporary
geographic issues.

As the ycar moves on many school
groups will take the opportunity to
introduce their studems to the art of
fiyfishing. With the smokehouse now
re-located near the children’s fishing
pool, it can be expected that many
young people will lcave the site not
only excited that they have taken their
first step in a long fishing carcer, but
feeling rather full as well. Fishing days
are a great opportunity for students re
observe the pride and commitment
to the Taupo fishery demonstrated by
the Tongariro National Trout Centre
Socicty members. Without the assis
tance of the volunteers thesc clays
would not be possible. A big thank
youmust go om to them for their dedi-

27 NUKUHAY ST, 0. BOX 1038, TAUPO EMAIL; sales@revteriymaring.co,nz AV NE Sif RIS
PHONE: 07 378 7779 FAX:07 378 8166 A/H: BROCK TERRY 827 294 0431 @ &l rORTEE

cation and determination to introduce
large numbers of young people to a
legitimate and exciting outdoor recre
ation.

The Tongariro National Trout Centre
provides an outstanding environment
to focus learners on increasingly impor-
tant messages such as sustainability
and fresh water conservation. The trout
themselves arc the ‘hook’ that holds and
sustains the student's interest leaving a
real and lasting impression. The obvious
delight apparent when leacners come
into contact with the trout is something
toobserve, Learning is tun,relevant,and
hopefully, lasting. In this age of carbon
footprints,global warming, water quality
and quantity issues, the need for sus
tainable power generation; indeed the
whole future of this planet then these
are vitally important lessons.

As you can see the experiences available
for students are diverse and wide1anging,
It's full steam ahead for the Zaupo for
Tomorrow karning programme in 2008!
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Photo by: Nine Manning

And Still No Didymo!

our summers have'come and gonc¢

since didymo was first discov-

eied in the lower Waiau River in
Southland, and despite aJl th¢ doomsay-
ers it has yet to reach the North Island.
Maybe,just maybe we can win this one.
The momentum of the campaign to
keep didymo out continues to build.
When we first began in the central
North Island in 2005, thc task of getting
anglers and other riverand lake users on
board seemcd so huge as to be almost
impossible.And plenty of people told us
it was. Howcver, with encouragement,
New Zcalandcrs have grasped the signif
icance of the threat and the importance

of keeping didymo out. That is not to
say that everyone is clcaning their gear,
that is dlearly not the case,but very few
people now are not awarc of didymo
and the threat poscd. That in itself is a
huge step forward.

Personally | have mct many anglers and
other users over summcr and 1 can’t
remember when 1 last mct someone
who was unaware of the issuc.All sorts
of mechanisms have been used to get
the message across but our roving advo-




care ‘Didymo Dave’ must take a lot of
credit. Many of you reading this will
have experienced his enthusiasm and
novel approaches to jar us into taking
this issue scriously, even if at frst we
were a bit reluctant.

Now the threat is being embraced by
the whole community and there are
all sorts of wnitiatives underway involv
ing all sorts of users. For example the
management of TaupoAirport have beean
working closcly with the Central North
Island Regional Group to develop mes-
sages for arr:iving visitors, emphasising
the importance of cleaning their gear
befiore using it here. Similarly local mut
tisport organiscrs have required contes-
tants decontaminate wetsuits as part of
registration, going as far in some cases
as being prepared to disqualify those
who might réfuse. These initiatives are
having an impact For example at one
registration two stilldamp wetsuits
were dunked which had Iastbeen used
in ldke Hawea,from the heart ofdidymo
country.

Recently I was talking to alocal ishing
guide who was disappointcd that an
American client had managed to fly
from the South Island iato an castern
airport and make his way toTaupo with
damp fcit soled boots, without becom-

ing aware of the need
to cean them.
It was only
when

the guide picked up the client’s boots
to put them in the boot of his vehicle
and realised that they were damp, that
he insisted the dient throw his boots
in his freczer and wear the guide's
decontaminated boots instead. 1 under-
stood Shane's disappointment but my
response was much more positive. after
all because of his vigilance the angler
hadn't escaped the ncet. Ideally the
anglerwill be picked up at the airport,if
notwhen he books intto.a motel, or buy's
a fishing licence, or meets his guide or
sits down for a meal at a local restau
rant - thekey is that he gets picked up
somewherc and that ishappening morc
and more.

There has been some uafortunate
comment comparing the <Ceatral
North Island fisheries with those in
the Southern lakes and suggesting that
because didyme does not appear 1o have
had a majorimpact on these, then it will
not be anissue hereWell with the great-
est of respect te these fisheries, that's
not comparing apples with apples. Not
in terms of the biology: of the fishery, or
how anglers fish it or the scale of what
is at stake,

The bottom line is if didymo occurs
and blooms heavily in this area it will
have a major impact on the Taupo
fishery. There is no hiding from that!
However what is unknown is whether
it will bloom in this way.There is reason
to believe that this area could be as
severely affected as anywhere given
the nanitre of the rivers. However there
are also onc or two possibilities, and
they are only possibilities, to hope that
it might not be this bad.

Short-of it arriving we simply don’t know
the answer. Nobody does) It shouidn’t
be taken that didymo mceans inevitable
disaster,by the same token to-dismiss the
risk is putting one's head in the sand.
The key is why take the chance? it is
just plain dumb or lazy or both when
for the want of cach of us spending §
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Jarrod Bewler
Eavirenmental Manager
Genesis Fnergy

Tongariro River Flow Changes

enesis Energy recommenced
nine week maintenance pio-
gramnie on Poutu Canal, during
which time no water is being diverted
from the Tengariro River at Poutu tntake
Figure 1).
The need for this work arosc when a
planned four month maintenance pro-
gramme on Poutu Canal which com
menced on 7 January 2008 had to be
suspended on 3 TFebruary 2008. This
occurreddue to the shortage of electric-
it generation in the North Island and
the need to maximise generation from
the'Tongariro Power Scheme.

Toward the end of January Genesis
Energy was requested to generate from all
available plant due to electricity shoi tages
brought about by low inflows to New

“ealand hydro schemes. the dry weather,
‘laranaki Combined Cycle Station being
our for maintenance, and closurc: of Pole
1 of the ITVDC link. Initially this requircd
maxinum use of Rangipo Station, which
was generating 60 MW for national
demand during the day and backing off
generition at night to between 30 and 40
MW's. A change from 30 MW to 60 MW is
an approximate increase in watee levelof
130 mm atTurangi, which wwas ramped up
and down overal least three hours, as per
Genesis Enecgy’s health and safety plan.
Subsequcnly, this request resulted in the
postponement of the whole maintenance
work progiamme on Pouni Canal.

There have been severil enquirics from
the public about these fluctuating flows
that occurred in the lower Tongariro



Tigure 1: Tengiasiro River
€rom Poutwt intake
Phet; Sup plied by Genesis

River during the¢ maintenance pro-
gramme. Normally when we alter the
flow through Rangipo Power Station to
generate more or less we also alter the
amount of water diverted into Poutu
Canal to buffer the flow and ensure
there is no change in the flow in the
lower Tongariro River However, with
Poutu Canal unavailable this ability is
lost and operational changes at Rangipo
are directly reflected in changes in the
flow in the lowerTongarito River

This is a known effect and was identi
fied in Genesis Energy's operational
and health and safety plan for the main
tenance programme. Ideally the plan
which we had agreed with DoC and
other river users was to generate at a
constant unchanging level through the

Major Jones Pool

maintenance period, using only onc of
tbe ewo turbines available at Rangipo.
In this way if a tr:p occurred with one
turbine the flow could be immediately
diverted through the other machine to
maintain a constant tlow: Howcver the
power shortage took this option away
Under this scenario the plan allowed
for increases/decreases in generation
at Rangipo Power Station of 5 MW
(megawatts) per half hour during times
when users would be on the riverA S
MW change equates ro a flow change
of approximately 2.5 m3/s (cubic
mctres per second) and a level change
of approximately 45 mm per hour at
Turangi (Major Jones Pool) and was
designed to limit any surges. Greater
rates of flow changes were allowable
between 11pm and 2 am (which pass
through the river before 5 am). before
usersare generally on the river
Following the flow fluctuations in late
January some concerns were taised in
regads to potential juvenile trout strand
ing at this time of ycar. In response
Genesis Energy has worked closely with
the Department of Conseryation 10.as5€ss
the matter and review the operational
procedures. It has been agreed that the
rate of recession (or tall) in the waterlevel
should be no more than 25 mm per hour
during this period when juvenile trout
are most vulnerable. This is the accepted
1atce of fall used around the world to mini-
misc the risk of juvenile trout being lef:
stranded, but still altows us to maimain
critical electricity generation.

We will keep you informed if there is
any change to the proposed mainte-
nance activity but all going to ptan
we expect to reopen Poutu Canal,
and for flows to return to their usual
levels in the lowcer Tongariro River on
approximatcly 25 May 2008

/V\
genesis

ENERGY
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By April Bennett
Coondinator for
2020 Taupo-nui-a-Ti

Fhoto by: Dave Confey

hat is UZ‘O-I’TQU[)O.-IILII -Tia

you are probably asking?

2020 Taupo-nui-a-Tia is a
long term action plan for the sustain-
able development of the Lake Taupo
catchment. Through a series of actions,
it aims to protect key values or aspects
of the catchment that the community
identificd as important. These values
include having clean lakes and rivers
that are free from pests and weeds and
are good for trout fishing. A partner-
ship of central and local government
and tangata whenua is charged with
undertaking these actions. The partners
are the Department of Conservation,
Environment Waikato, the Taupo District
Council, Tawharetoa Maori Trust Board
and the Department of Internal Affairs.
Local environmental advocates, LWAG
(Lakes and Waterways Action Group)
also have an important role providing a
link with the community and overseeing
progress on the actions.
The actions are many and varied but
examples include:
* DIDYMO ADVOCACY - The
Department of Conservation has installed
wash-down stations and is educating
people, such as kayakers, boaties and
anglers, about the risks of introducing
didymo and how to stop it from spread-
ing. Other agencies are also doing their
bit. For example, last year the Tawharetoa
Maori Trust Board temporarily closed
road access to the upper reaches of the
Tongariro River while a potential didymo

;Tia

incursion was investigated. Both DOC and
the Trust Board are working with others
in central and local government industry
and the community to keep didymo out
of the Central North Iskand.

+ CLEAN STREAMS, RIVERS AND
LAKES — Environment Waikato has
significant funding available through
its Clean Streams programme to help
farmers fence off streams from stock,
EW has also developed rules to exclude
livestock from water bodies in the catch-
ment (including Lake Taupo and its
tributaries), and to cap the amount of
nitrogen leaching into Lake Taupo from
surrounding land. They are currently
going through the process of helping
farmers to benchmark their properties,
develop nitrogen management plans and
gain resource consent for their farming
activities.

*BOAT SEWAGE — The Harbour master
maintains a number of facilities around
Lake Taupo that boaties can use o
responsibly dispose of their sewage and
grey water. A brochure with the location
of all the facilities can be picked up from
the Harbour Master’s office on Redoubt
Road in Taupo. The facilities at the main
Taupo wharf have also been upgraded,
making them faster and easier to use.

The plan recognises that we all have an
important role to play in protecting this
taonga and the importance of a co-ordi-
nated approach. For more information
about 2020, visit www.taupoinfo.org.nz



By Glenn Maclean and

Kim Alexander-Turia

Left and everleaf:
Clearing the willows on the
truc left bank at the end of
Awamatc rad
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Tongariro Willows Dealt To

wenty years of efforts by local

hapu WNgat Turangitukua to

address deep concerns over the
state of the lower Tongariro River finally
bore fruit this summer Contractors
working for them have successfully
cleared a20 metre swith of willows along
both banks downstiecam from Delatour’s
Pool at the end of Grice Road.
Over the ycars willows originally planted
to protect the banks have encroached
further and further into the river channcl,
Twigs broken ofl from trees lexiged on
the bank and islands downstream and
quickly sprouted. In turn these trees
trapped sediment being washed down
stream creating morce bank which was

colonised by new willow thickcets. In

this way the river has rapidly nartowed
over reeent years so that at some points
where it was 50 or 60 mctres wide, it
is now only 20 metres. This has made a
huge difference to the capacity of the
channel, the river spilling out of its
banks at much lowcr flows than in the
past-Now the adjacent land is flooded at
flows as low as 60 cumecs and much of
the erosive power of the river to keep
itsclf clear has been lost.

To enable the work to proceed, cleas
ing the willows was done under
a4 consent granted by Environment
Waikato and organised by WNgati
‘urangitukua using monies gianted to
them trom the Tuwharctoa Genesis fund.
The fund supports hapu to progress




cavironmental projects involving water-
witys, to promote projects tosupport the
kaitiaki role of Ngati Tuwhatctoa and to
ficilitate the protection of waahi tapu.
So the works that needed to be com-

pletcd on the lowerlongariro River met
a number of the group's objectives.

‘The work undertiken by Wanganui coa-
wactor Inframax involved felling the
willows, swabbing the stumps so that
they do not regrow, picking the fallen
trees up with a grapple excavator and
loxding on to a Moxy truck. The truck,
which can travel over rough terrain,
thendumped the willows away from the
river out of reach of potential Q.m].s. 1t
can look a bit bare carth but it is very
much a case of nceding to break a few
epgs to make an omclette. and they did
a good job of minimizing the impact.
Morc than 20 ycars ago the fishecy teiun

did similar work on the other eastcr
rivers and while it looked dramatic at
the time, within a year it was difficult to
sec where we had been as the gaasses
and shrubs grew back.




Furthcr down the river the banks are
too soft despitc the dry summer to usc
the heavy machinery, and the willows
will be drilled and poisoned instead.
An essential part of the operation is to
minimize the numbcer of small twigs left
bchind as cach of these will shoot and
develop into ncw trees if left, undoing
the hard woik Therefore a key part of
the work is follow up spraying over the
next couple of summers.

Removing the willows has highlighted
how much the river has encroached
into thechannel. lnmany places the old
bank is evident 1) or more metres back
from the current edge. It is likely over
the next fesw years that the banks will
crode as the roots rot away, which is a
goodthing as thatis the river reclaiming
its ability to carry flood flows.

Much of the dcbris in the river remains
and in the short term there will be
minimal impact on the juvenile trout.

G

» Light, immaculate balance, fast recuve}y and great cosmetics.

Some of the big browns have lost their
overhead cover but by next summer the
grasses and shrubs will again providc
shelter A big plus for anglers is the
ability to now easily walk along the
banks and to actually be able to cast to
any fish they see. Itis still not casy to
land them becausce there are still lots of
debriis in the river for these wily fish to
tangle themselves around.

For Ngati'Jurangitukua Kaumatua Arthur
Grace, it has been a long time coming
but their continued cfforts, lobbying and
detcrmination has finally secn a signiti-
cant step taken to improve the health,
and spiritual wellbeing of the lower
Tongariro Rivee

Ko Tongariro awa e whangaitia te
moana a Tia me ki te orange & a tatou
a Ngati Tawharetoa whanui

The Tongariro River is the lite sustenance
of lake Taupo in fact it is the life blood
of us all, Ngati Tawharetoa.

» Price. Design. Quality. Versatility. Resilience. Lifetime guarantes.
Cordura carrying tube. No wonder the GRXi is the UK's
best-selling, best-recommended fly rod

ROBERT A CONAGHAN (NZ) LTD PH: O8S 638 6100 EMAIL: sales@racanaghan.nnm
ALEXTO SPORTS 2000 LTD PH: O3 488 4962 tMAL sales@alextosports.co.nz




By Kea Kimnfins
Administention-Manager
‘tengariro Natignal Treur
Centre Seciety

Ken Kimmins & local
Constalile Mark Leatbem

Phetup 3

Kim AlexanderTuria

Smile - You’re on Camera!

"n this day and age security is an

‘dincreasing concern for everyone

and visitor car parks in particular
havebecome a prime target fer criminal
activity. This risk is fuitther increased at
the ear parks adjacent to Stasc Highway
1, as is the case-at the Tongariro National
Trout Céntre. During 2007 there were
twelve incidents of theft from vehicles
parked here and-one vehicle stolen.

This has been an increasing concern
for both the Tongariro National Trout
Centre Seciety and the Department of
Consctvition. So now when you next
visit the public car park at the Trout
Centre you won't help but notice
the impressive. cameeas that are now
present.’ Me high quality motion detec-
tor cameras recozd every moyement that
occurs.in the car park and are especially
designed to handle extreme weather
conditions.

The local police support this initiative,
As well as being a deterrent to criminal
activity in the car park the cameras will
provide invaluable information to the
Police if a car is broken into and will of
course provide the 50,000 visitors who
come to the Centre annually with some

level of comfort, while they take time
to enjoy the activities and sight's of the
Trout Centre,

Visitors of course still neced to take all

the necessary precautions when leaving

vehicles unattended. Ensuring vehicles
waee locked, windows closed and valuable
items are stored out of view areimportant
precautions to fellow inany situation
Punding for this valuable initiutivc.was
received from Huckleberry's Sports &
Charitable Society Incorpotated and the
cametas installed by Turangi Alarms and
Acrials.




By Mark Venman
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Fishing Competitions
- Size does matter!

arge fishing competitions such

as the Kinloch and Taupo Fishing

Club competitions are annual
events with artrractive prizes and are
eagerly awaited by both local and vis
iting anglers. However, there are also
numerous smaller c¢vents organised
throughout the year by fishing clubs
and similar groups that are all about a
social gathering on the rivers or lake.
Al of these compctitions not only take
some planning by the organisers buc if
they involve an entry fee or significant
prizes also require a permit ffom DoC
before they can take place As part of
this permit the organisers are required
to provide accurate information about
the numbcr, length and weight of fish
caught during the competition. This
information is useful as it complements

our other monitoring pro grammes and
provides a snapshot of what anglers
are currently catching at times when
we may be focusing our attention on
different arcas of the fishery. Given the
numbcr ot applicants and the number
of fish weighed in, averages can be cat
culated and we can identify trends over
the years and use this data alongside our
other monitoring programnies. \We have
to be alittle careful with this data as it is
only the fish anglers choose o weigh in,
not necussarily all the fish they catch,so
there are potential biases that can occur.
This article will €xamine fishing compe
titions inmorcdetailby cxplainin g how
we view them, the role of the Taupo
Fishery Advisory Committee, and finally
how we use them as an advocacy tool,

Firstly let’s explain the rolc of the
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Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee.
The committee comprises of represen-
tatives from the fishing guide associa-
tions, national angling interests, angling
dubs and groups, Fish & Game NZ and
DOC. There is also a position for the
Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board. These
representatives are appointed by the
Minister of Conservation and a fun
damental role of the committee is to
advise the Minister on matters affect
ing the Taupo FisheryThey also have a
key role to advise and raise issues with
the department as the managers of the
fishery, and to facilitate communication
between the department and anglers
and keep anglers informed.The devel-
opment of the policy regarding fshing
compctitions was a good example of
how the committce works.

In this case we,as the fishery managers,
put up a proposal outlining our views
on the appropnateness or not of fshing
compctitions at Taupo, and suggested
criteria to be used when determining
whether individual competitions should
be allowed. Over a series of meetings
these were discussed and refined with
the committce until collectively we
agreed on the policy:

Brictly, we recognise that notall anglers
support fshing competitions. However

Parklands Motorlodge

BICTHL COMIPLI» CORRRENCE CENTEE » RES TAURANT AND BAK
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they are valued and enjoyed bya signifi
cant number and so long as they do not
unreasonably impact on the fshery or
other anglers' opportunities then they
are an appropsiate use of the {ishery.
At the end of the day a big component
of the fishery is about anglers enjoying
their experience, and if some acbieve
this by taking partin a competition then,
allother things being equal, why noe?

Underllying this acceptance though are
several key principles, not leas tthat we
do not allow a competition, where titis
is for private gain. We, also distinguish
between what we nominally call “com
mercial” and “non-commercial® com-
petitions. Non.commercial events arc
small scale work place, club or group of
friends and the like which have a small
entry fee and are about having a social
day out. Commercial events on the other
hand are the like the Kinloch competi-
tion which is run as a community fund-
raiser and where the organisers have
a big prize list, charge a much larger
entry fee but in turn pay a resource
rental which goes back into the fishery.
Currently commercial contests which
mightinvolve a catch of a 1000 or more
trout are limited to two a year, to ensure
the harvestis not excessive.

‘The data that we get back from the
fishing competition organisers is a
useful source of information about what
the fish are like at thar particular time
Although not all of the compelitions
have entries into the hundreds, good
numbers of trout are normally caught
and so can provide meaningfil avecages
in terms of length, weight and condition
factorSometimes these competitions are
run outside of when we typically focus
our attention on the lake. Between May
and September there is at least one com
petition held cach month and depend
ing on the numbcer of fish entered, this
information supplic¢s information about
the lake fishery throughout almost the
entire year

In order to obtain a permit, organisers
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complete a term dctailing where the
competition will take place and when,
what the prizes will be, entry fee and
expected entrant numbers and the
venue of the weigh in.This allows us to
keep an cye on the waters being fished
to ¢nsure that anglers are obeying the
fishing regulations while also telling us
where the weigh in venue is, should we
wantto attend.

Following the compctition organisers
ate required to submit the dctails of the
competition catch.This data is analysed
by the Technical Support team

Se what do we got from the data? Let's
have a look at the Kinloch Fishing
Competition held during August each
year With a sample size considcrably
larger than what we would ¢xpect for
our summer creel surveys, the advan-
tages of such a large sample early in tie
season cannot be underestimated. For
example, there is quite a distinct coe
relation between the average size of
rrinbow trout caught during the Kinloch

Average weight (kg)

0 T

1999 2000 2001

2002 2003 2004
Year

2005 2006 2007

[—0— Waipa e~ Kinlucn’]

competition held in August and the
average size ofrainbows trapped throught
out that entire year in the Waipa Stream.
In most years then, the average size of the
fish in the competition can be used to
estimate the average size of fish in the
spawning run over the wholeycar

Similarly, the average weight of trout
also shows a close relationship betwcen
Kiploch (ish and Waipa fish over the 9
year period (Figure 2).

‘This data also highlights that last year
the trout didn't grow on in the lake as
we would normally expect.

There arc scveral benefits for us being
on hand during fshing competitions,
not lcast to have a presence in teans of
compliance and law enforcement and
keep an eye out for any undersized fish
that may be weighed in.Although it may
scem unlikely thatan angler would bring
in an undersized fish to a weigh-in being
attended by us, it sometimes happens

At the recent Motuoapa fishing con
petition | was pleased to see a sand
wich board at the weigh in saying that
any anglers bringing in undcrsized fish
would be instantly disqualified. This
would police itself with family members
orangling mates keeping an eye on cach
otherand mayprove morc of a deterrent
than the thought of being prosecuted by
a fishery ranger!

Having a large group of people attend-
ing a weigh in is an easy way of target
ing anglers with important mesages.
A good example of this was last year’s
Kinloch competition which I attended
along with “Didymo Dave” Cade. Dave
had the idea of displaying numerous
troutand their condition factor to show
the difference bctween a kdt with a
condition factor in the low 20 to that
of a fat prime maiden in the mid 50's.
This was 4 big success and brought in
people to talk about the fish and ask
any other fishery related questions that
they had.

While 1 attended to the weigh in part,
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Davcalso sctupadisplayoutside the tent
with handouts and prizes but also wrote
several key questions on the whiteboard
specifically related to didymo such as
“can birds spread didymo?” and *how
do you clean felt soled boots?” This was
extremcly successfial as it caught the eye
of cveryone at the weigh in whether
they wanted to avoid Pave or not! Dave
also gave a quick spiel about didymoin a
fun way and was well reccived. This was
striight after my more scrious presenta
tion about the proposed changes to the
current size limit. Being able to convey
key messages to a number of people at
such a large event certainly makes our
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job easier,especially when almost all of
them had an interest in fishing and our
watersvays in gencral.

Thope youcontinue to enjoy the nunicr
ous flshing competitions held on the
lake throughout the ycar but perhaps
now better understand what we hope
to get out of them in the interests of
the tishery and its anglers. If a fishery
ranger is present at the next one you
attend then feel free to ask us questions
about the fishery. Just please make sure
that your fish is long cnough before
bringing it to the weigh in as size does
matter!



CHI\DREN’S

FISHI NG POND DATES

The ffshmg pond atthe 'I'ongarlro National
. Trout Centre will be open on the following days for 2008:

Sunday 27 April (School Holidays)
Sunday 01 June (Queens Birthday)

HOURS -~ The pond will be open bebween the hotesof 30 am. and 3.00 Sunday -1 3 JI.IW ‘.sch‘ml “o"days)

9.m.to ¢ hidren who have baoked a particular Kme. Sunday 17 August

BOOKINGS - Numbess will be restricted % 30 chifdren per hour. You will be Sunday 28 September {School Holidays)
given your siart time when making your bgoking. Please arrive on ime. Sunday 26 October (Labour Weekend)
Bookings canbe made by telephening the irout centre volunteess at The No

River Walk isitor cen¥é on (07) 385 8085 beween 10am and 2pm {1 May | Sunday 16 November

1030 November} and between 10am and 4pm. {I Decemberlo 30 Apn') or I

by emaittroutcentre@ceaporan2 by website:wwwiroutcentreorg.nz or

by-fax: (07) 398 8490.

AGE LTMIT ANO CONBITIONS - Children aged six to 14 years (iacltssive) who ¢3n hold
and control a fly rod. Tul¥on is free. Tuition will be siven by volunteers from the Tongariro
National Trout Centre Seciety,

The toka1 cherge for paricipating in the Childrens Fiishing day is $6.00. This charge
inc.udes a Child 24 hour licence and an administration cost, Chitdren may bring their
own Taupo Distnct fishing licece.but wifl incur a'$1.50 administration charge They
will then be assisted at the pond ¥ cateh a trout which will be weighed, measured

and presented to them with a certificate to take home. No facilities are avallab/le fes
cieaning Aish and these must be remaved whole from tle premises However you
may get your (ish fifleted and smoked on site, see below for delails. Pastic bass for
your fish can be purcfased onthe. day for $0.50 each

FIY-CASTING TUITION OFTION FOR EHILDREN ANO ADULTS - Fora cost of St0 per

per child and $t5 peradult you een recewe advanced flyrcasting tiition Stggested

ages for this are 8+ years; sessns.slar tat 11am and 1pm and (as? tor about one hour.

Limd: & per sessjon. Boskings for this prior s the day are essenlia’

ROBS - Comglete sets ofgearare pravided for all activities. No private or persereal fishing

equipment is to be used in the pond to avaid the possibiility of disease being in¥oduced,

but yous may wish ta'bsiag your own fishing gear for the advanced flyacting lessans.

FISH FILLETING AND SMOK:ING - You can have your fish filleted, smoked and wrapped in fosl ready to take
home for a small doration.

FOOD ANO REFRESHMENTS - The Tongariro Nafonal Trovt Centre Soclety run a barbeque on ¥e day; a
sausage si2ze Is availabte and Ihey also sell hot and cold drinks Costs are from $2 per item.

FACILITIBS - Paring spaceisadjacent fo Siate Highvay 1. Wrile you are at the cenire make sure you alsa see'the
undenwaler viewing cliamber and The Rver Wakk vistereenbie. There is akso a pleasant soll beside e Tonganto
River and plenty el picnic asees at1le centre.

DONATIONS - The clilidsen's fishing days ace sun by a dedicated team of volunteers from Ve Tongariro National
TroutCentre Society The Sociely relies on donations to. continue and your generesily would be appreciated.
PAYMENT OPT|ONS - There are no EFTPGS or WSA facilities 90'ptease bring eash for all payments.

THE LOCATION - The location of the Tongariro Nationat Treut Centre 15 SH1, 4kms south of Turangl Township.

Department of Conscrvation |
Te Papa Atawhai




By Callum Bourke

Top: Ranger Nathan Walker
makes the final adjusiments
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Lo our new solar pancls
Phato by fulie Greaves
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Repowering the Waipa Hut

he Waipa fish trap is a 7 day 24

hour operation and a key com-

ponent is the associated hut
which enables our staff to work, eat and
sleep in relative comfort. Recently we
upgraded the Waipa hut power supply
which now provides a reliable source of
solar energy for the hut and also our PIT
tag trout monitoring programme. Since
May 2006 we have been implanting PIT
tags (passive integrated transponder
tags) into adult and juvenile trout in the
Waipa Stream. Whenever a tagged fish
passes through the trap a transmitter is
activated logging the tag number and
time the fish passed through the electric
field. This information is then stored in a
small computer at the trap shelter which
we can access and analyze as required.
Previous to the recent upgrade, pow-
ering the PIT tag detector had proved
problematic. The detector was run from

two large 12 volt batteries that were
alternated every 4 days and recharged
from solar panels situated on the roof
of the hut. We found that the amount of
sun hitting the roof was adequate during
periods of high solar radiation. However
in mid winter when the sun spent most
of it's time low on the horizon and
hidden behind nearby trees the charg-
ing efficiency rapidly became marginal,
and the time to fully charge the batter-
ies much longer. Basically it became very
difficult to have fully charged batteries
which were required to produce a reli-
able and adequate power supply. So our
fishery scientist Michel Dedual started
exploring alternative options.

The first step was to seck some advice on
a durable solution from Michael Lawley
from Ecolnnovation, a New Plymouth
based company specialising in renew-
able energy systems. One option was



to install a micro hydro turbine. Initially
this looked like a good option but it was
difficult to locate a site with sufficient
witer head on the terrace where the
trap is sited.This was a pity because oth-
erwise it would have proved ideal. These
systems use a very small flow falling
through a length of pipe to create a con-
tinuous and almost maintenance free
power supply.

Having discarded the micro hydro
turbine option we came to the conclu-
sion that the simplest, most cost effective
and sustainable solution was to increase
the solar capacity of the hut by adding
more panels, and to run a power cable
to the trap site. The disadvantage was
that the hut is several hundred metres
from the trap and transferring the power
by cable risks significant transmission
losses. However it was the only open site
to erect panels anywhere nearby.

After completing an encrgy audit it was
established that we would need a system
that could provide 840 watts per day.
This would be sufficient to run the pit
tag detector including any transmission
losses, three energy efficient lights and
battery chargers for our VHF radio and
cell phones and also include plenty of
reserve capacity to allow for periods of
inadequate solar radiation. Two 120 watt
solar pancls were added to the exist-
ing 80 and 50 watt panels giving us a
total capacity of 370 watts. The panels
were aligned on the roof of the hut
facing north and tilted on a 40 degree

angle to ensure maximum solar input.
We opted for four 6 watt, 225 amp/hour
deep cycle batteries that are connected
in series. Due to the fact that we needed

a 300 metre cable to connect the PIT
tag detector at the trap to the batteries
in the hut, it was necessary to convert
the system to 24 volts as opposed to 12
volts. Having the larger voltage capacity
reduces the transmission losses from the
cable which works out to be approxi-
mately 5% over the 300 metres. With
combined storage of 900 amp hours, the
capacity of the batteries is more than
enough to compensate for such losses.

Another reason why we opted for 6 volt
batteries is although they are slightly

more expensive than the 12 volt deep
cycle batteries, they will both last longer
and are also much lighter This is a serious
consideration given we have to carry
them over a kilometre to the hut site.

Both the panels and the batteries are
controlled by a 20 amp regulator. The
regulator is a device which basically
cnables the panels to charge the batter-
ies, It also indicates the amount of solar
radiation being generated at any time
and the amount of energy being drawn
from the system, such .zs when the hut
lights arc turned on. So the regulator is
essentially the “brains” of the system that
keeps the batteries topped up.

We have had this system up and running
for several months now and it has so far
proven to be reliable. I guess the big test
is to see how it will cope during long
periods of inclement weather which as
you probably know is a frequent occur-
rence in the central plateau. Thanks
must go out to Ecolnnovation for their
assistance in this project.




By Davc Conley

t has been a year since my first What's Up, and already it is time o

sign off and pass the torch to John Webb. I have accepted a ncw role

as Public Awareness Officer with the Conservancy team in Turangi,
and while | am excited by the opportuniry, I will miss the Trout Centre
This place really grows on you!
We ended the year with several large team jobs,and it was great to have
all the extra help.The first big job was when we emptied the childrens’
fishing pond and sent the fish away to Taranaki and Wellington. I'his
involves scveral days of planning. preparation and fsh catching before
the fish are collected by Fish and Game for release down country: ‘This
year our f.sh were released in lake Ngangana at Waitara, the Patea River
at Stratfordl and Opunakc lake in Taranadd, as well as a municipal pond in
Wellington. There they providc much the same fun and experience for
budding anglers as they had in Turangi.
The next big job wis to clear some of the weed trom the Waihuleehuka
Stream (Hatchery Stceum) which was thre: wtening to choke the flow through
the weir pond.Anafterneen of effort put paid to the weed,as wellas sectred
the team a bonus of fresh watercress. With normal flows resumcd, many
people have commested on just how many brown trout live in the strecam.
“These fish are normally invisible under the raft of watercress.
In the hatchery our latest brood has grown well, and has now bcen

graded and released in the raceways well ahcad of schedule. The griding
box has adjustable slats in it, which can be set to allow the smallcr fish

to slip through. In this way we graded out approximately 1000 surplus

Raager Callur Bourke (et with Turitngt Rotary Jending a hand
LPheto by Kim Alexanderditiic
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fish, which were released ar Lahar Lake
on IHoropito station west of Tongariro

Vaional Park on behalf of acanaki Fish
and Game.

Another big highlight for December was
a visit by Nic Valance and the Meet the
Locals icam. Meet the 1.8¢eds is a collabori-
tion between TVNZ and the Depactment
of Conscrvation, andt highlights the work
DOC does around the country. They
visited the Trout Ceatre to sce what goes
on with the 1awpe fer Teinerrew cduca-
lion programme. We were running our
local schools programme, Wonderfitl Wai,
on the day they visited, and it was a great
day forallinvolvedYou can catch Meet the
focais on Freeview Channel 6, or by vis-
iting the DOC weDbsite. The Trow Centre
will feature in the new series, which is
<lue to air soon.

The new year started just as busity. We
moved the old smokehouse around to the
fishing poncl, imd work is ongoing prepie
ing inteipretation panels foritWe hope to
subily re-design it so it will be the cenire
picce for fish smoking when we have fish-
ows, There will be a few more of them in
the futurc too,as theTeout Centre Society
Committec. in conjuncilion with DOC,
will trial holding lish-outs over summer

commencing in 2009.

Plans have been finalised for the new

entry path into the trout centre, and it
ishoped work willbeginon it soon This
will be the first step in a major re.devek
opmentof the site ancl struciures, which
will greatly enhance the visitor expcri-
ence at the centee:’The path is designed
to reverse the current circuliation pattern,
so that visitors will enter over the weir
pond on the Waihukiahuka Stream ancl
follow the stream down 10 theTongariro
River before being brought back to the
River Walk building.

Most recently, we hosted a working bee
with the Rotry Club of Turangi. Neil
Groombridge arranged for 4 band of
members 10 come down to the Cenire,
where they tidied up the potholes
which dotted the paths around the
centre. They also bult a series of weirs
on the ountall from the lish pass, making
it a much more fsh friendly area. It was
a greal example of many willing hands
making light work, and showcases the
villue of volunteer groups in small com-
munities like ours, Keep it up guys, Ill
be watching with interes!

62



o o SRR e
Whio oa theTongariro. Dan took this pictuce swhilc lishing the Boulder Pool. 2007. Phote fy: B Radie

jizging at Mo

Paint ky Samantha Poe
She ouiﬁ;hcd-he'f dad thi:
) @)"stitn' toonc
Dl sont i by

If you would like to make contributions to Taupo Tails (letters, photos, anything of interest)
please write to Kim Alexander-Turia, Taupo Fishery, Private Bag, Turangi
or email Kim your contributions to kiuria@doc.govi.nz .




BBQ Trout in Foil
with Lemon & Onion

By Ra¢wyn Groombridge

INGREDIENTS

* 1 fresh trout, with er without
head,gutted and cleaned.

* Salt and pepper

* 1 onion sliced

* I lemon sliced or wedged

¢ 1/2 cup white wine

* 1/2 cup sour cream

/’q‘-. METH®D:
z \ 1. Place the onion and 1/2 of the lemon slices and the seasonings inside the

cavity of the trout.

2. lay out the trout on tin foil large enough to fold over and seal.
3.Fold up the edges and seal three sides.
4. Pour the wine through the remaining sidce and scal.
5.Cook on the grill for 20 minutes, turn and cook a further 20 minutes.
6.Check the skin pecls back to tellif it’s well cooked.
7.Peal back the foil and strip off the top layer of skin from the f.sh.
8.Turn thc fish over and remove skin fron1 bottom side alsa
9. lay the flesh om1 on a serving platter and decorate with the
remaining lemon slices, onion from the insidc the fish and a dollop
of sour crean to completc the dish.

The recipe for this issue of Target Taupo was taken out of a trout recifie book recently preduced by the
Rotary Club of Turangi The book is @ collaboration between Raewyn Groombridge, David Higbam and
Gavin @ Connor, and is sold locally to raise funds for local communily prejectsSee what’s upy’ in this issue

of Target Tau 0 The publication bas been a buge success with 500-copies sold in the first six weeks

If you would lik¢ a copy they are sold in Turangi at Ncw World, Naylor's 8ookstore, Sporting Lifc and
the Riverwalk Visitor Centre at the Tongariro National ‘front Centre or by emailing Ncil Groombridge:
ngroom@ XriL.co.nz
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Private Property
No Trespassing

By Julie Greaves

Taop:A Warning to Anglers
Photob y:
K MexandenTiria

A Warning to Anglers

ollowing on from our story in

TengetTawupo 56 "Access at Risk™

we have now erected trespass
warning signs at the Tauranga Taupo
River.
The newTauranga-Taupo angling access
track was created in 1995 with the
support of the land owners uong the
river Because the 1926 Act right of way
does not extend as (ar as the winter limit,
access to this point is at the good will
of thesc land owners. Part of the agree
mcent was that anglers and the public
were free to walk along the river margin
but landowners requested that they did
not take shottcuts across the rest of their
lands.All in all a very gencrous offer on
the part of the landowncrs.and one that
many of us who enjoy fishing this river
greatly appreciate.
Howcver in recent months we have had
regular reports of anglers taking theirvehi

cles up Kiko Road and walking through
the pinc forest to the river Other peopte
are taking shortcuts through the forest
from the Motuviipa setlement and from
the angling car park up to Maniapoto's
Bend along the stop bank This is trespass
and if anglers continue then the fishing
access will be put a risk.

“Io reinforce this message we have crected
signs at the caspark off SH | indicating
there is no access along the stop bank to
Maniapoto’s Bend. We are also crecting no
trespass signs on Kiko Road in association
with NZ Fore-st Managers who manage the
adjaceni pinc forest.

Please stick to the walking track up
{rom the carpark and enjoy the oppor-
tunity to fiish this special riverTaking a
shortcut will only put this opportunity
at risk for everyone. We are working
with I'orest Managers to address non
compliance - heed the warning.



By Kim Alexunder-Toria
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Top Notch Vistors to TNTC

n the 10th January, the Minister

of Conservation, Hon Steve

Chadwick took part in a Iahar
path tip with Dt Harry Keys as part of
the DOC's Tongariro Taupo Summer
ProgrammeWhile she was in the areashe
took advantage of visiting the Tongariro
National Trout Centre to meet with part
ners, Genesis Energy, Tengariro National
Trout Centee Society and the Department
of Conservation. The Minister was most
impressed with the parsacership that had
developed between the three pacties and
noted that this was crueial in providing a
wondcrful leagning experience for school
groups participating in the Twmsfio for
Tomorrew’ leasiing programmcs.
The Minister was also cxcited to see
the plans for the redevclopment of The

River Walk Visitor Centre and the pro
poscd new aquarium and whio captive
breeding area and other visitor facilitics

Then on the 11th February, we had
the pleasurc of hosting Brian Corban,
Chairman of the QBoard of Directors,
Murray Jackson, ChiefExccutive, Mauteen
Shaddick, General Council & Company
Scerctary and Bob Weir, Genetal Manager
Production from Genesis Encrgy: This
was their first visit to the centre and, as
with the Minister, they were impressed
with the partnership and the success
of “taupo for Tomorrow’ Education
Programme of which Genesis Energy is
the primary sponsor

Mike Nicholson the new educator gave
a detailed visual prescntation on the
progeamme so that the Genesis Energy
team could gain an appreciation for the
engagement and enthusiasm demon-
strated by students visiting the centre. It
was also a chance to show them the plans
for the redevelopment of the cewtre and
promote the Taupo fishery in a wider
sense, something the Tongariro National
Trout Centre’s narnral and beautiful
environment ¢nables usto do easily.
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By Mack Venman

So you thought the lake was busy?

Each summer between Christmas and
carly January we undertake a number
of flights around Lake Taupo to count
the number of boats. Although we arc
primarily interested in the number of
boats fishing, over the last 7 summers
we have also counted other boat users.
The flights are made shortly after dawn
and again mid morning on a serics of
days selected at random overthe holiday
break.This short article summarises the
flight data from this sunvuer and com:
pares it to data from previous yeirs to
answer the age old question of “was it
busier on the lake 1his sunvmer™?
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Christinas periud

Figurc LAvcrage number
of beats lishing on Iake
Taupo during the Christmas
/ New Year pesied between
1990/91 % 1995/9Gand
2000/01 & 2007/98

®nc of the key factors influencing the
number of boats out is obviously the
weather For once we had a reslly good
eady surmer; January was the driest in
the Waikato for more than 100 years with
25% less rainfall than normal. Average tem-
peratures wete iso above normal thanks
partly to increase in sunshine hours this
summer, The winds were also kinder
during the Chustmas / New Ycar period
compared to recent years although they
did pick up from February onwards.
Overal} though. the weather this sumsmer
Provided for some excellent boatm g and
fishing conditions. .

Asa tesult, it was not suqmamg_jlm the
avcrage numEer of boats counted-this
SUMNKCT Was Inghu_ than the previous’

sm‘sunmtexs :wcragmg 165 boats per. -
: thglmc omp:l'ttd to'the nnu‘navéragt of

140 boats per ﬂigb( ‘Chis itrcudes: other_
bdariscts such aswate péku.rs, | kayakers

“bucalcyouertighte = =

yachts, jet skis and also other boats bcing
used for beach-based activities.

The number of “other” boat users
¢xcluding anglers reflected this tread
and averaged 84 boats per flight on
the entite lake. Thesc types of boats
were more than twice as common in
the northern end of the lake whereas
boats fishin g tended to form the butk of
boats counted at the southern end. This
increase in other uscrs in part reflects
the increased popularity of kayaks, but
it was also noticeable that there were a
lot more people camping in the Western
Bays.Where boats are an intcgral partof
being able te camp in a particular spot
then they arc counted as being in use
even if tied up onthe beach.

The average number of boats fshing
¢includes boats fishing while anchored
at the Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo
river mouths) was 81 boats per flight
which was the 3rd highest out of recent
years. However this was well below
the pceak calculated during summers
199394 through to 1995096 where
the average number of boats fishing
ranged between 94 and 101, (Rgure 1).
‘The average number of boats fishing at
anchor was just under the seven year
average of three per fligh

Thus although the weather improved
significautly this summer, the number
of boats out fishing on Iake Taupo was
not that high especially when com-
pared with the peak years of the mid
90's. However-what was noticcable was
the increase in the number of other
boat users on the lake this summer
Interestingly, an glers cited watcr skiers

-‘§;ﬁud-'jgt skiers as their main detraction on

thé ke this summer with a combimed

total of 5.5% of @nglers intesviewed i
upset by. theie bchavnour \levcnhelcss. ;
almost-74% of anglers (over S80L: dnglus) S
sticveyed wvEeetii lppv_vutl‘Lall aspects of

~—bcing.on the. lake this sumier. So if you -

thought it was bus);ou:{_ e Cliristmas,



ALL TYPES OF SPORTING EQUIPMENT THAT COMES
INTO CONTACT WITH FRESH WATER CAN SPREAD

PROTECT NEW ZEALANDS GREAT OUTDOOR EVENTS
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New Eaces in the Eesheries Team

MIKE NICHOLSON

I am the ncw Educator at thelongariro National
Trout Centre. 1 have taught fora number of years
in the Waik;
vear 8 class at Southwel] School in Hamilton.

ato district, most recently teaching a

The move south is an c¢xciting onc, as is merges
my passion for cducating our young people and
my love of the outdoors and conscrvation values.
I have in the past spent much of my reercation
time in the Taupo/Tongarico district. More often
than not, this has involved decr stalking in the
Kaimaniwa Ranges and Tongarico National Park.
As a result [ have developed a real aftection for
the Central Plateau area. I look forward to intro-
ducing my children to this wonderful cegion and

all it has to oftce

Phote 8y Scott Wilsun My primacy role as partof an innovil

ive partnership between DOC, T'ongariro National

Trout Centre Society, Genesis Energy andTaupo District Council is to utilise the fantas-
tic cnvironment at the ‘Tongaciro National Trout Centre to deliver a range of increas-
ingly important sustainabiliry messages to our young pcople This is a role and an

opportunity 1 am really looking forwand to.

JOHNWEBB

Due 1o the promotion of Dave Conley. the opportunity for
me to be involved in the Timpo Fishery Acea as Community
Relations Ranger - Tongariro National Trout Centre (TNTC)
has arisen.

Although my background is in production forestiy, an indus-
try T'was involved in for 20 ycars, [ began working for the
Fishery Area of the Depactment in 2007 on short term operit
tional and“INT'C. conoaets. In tivese roles 1 participated in a
wide variety of tasks for the fishery.

1 ¢njoy working fer the Fishery as I have been an active fly
angler and hunter in the Tongacico/Taupo arca for many

years despite only moving into the region with my family in
late 2006.1 sce being able to contribute proactively to the
management of once of my favourite pastimes as a wonderfal
opportunity.

This cole will move me in new directions vocationally and

involves cay to clay oversight of TNTC, contributing to
Photo by; Fay Webh operations and projects, and particulacly, mising awarcness of the value of the fishery
10 the community’ as a whole
$o comce down with the family and enjoy the TNTC or the multitude of rivers, lakes
and fercsts that the region has to offer Hopefully | will sce you there! - and remember,
say NO to Ridymo.



BY Storm Bester

The Service icam, Storm
Beater (o kef1). Rence
Wilijams and Cardin Poers

Eeshervies Favewells

BYE BYE RENEE

When Storm was on maternity leave Renee Williams filled in her rofe.She
bas been a delight amongst the fishery team. atways bubbly and happry
‘This & just a short thank yeu and geed bye w Renee who has
been a wenderful savieur for me. She came and filled in for me
while I went on maternity leavc. though I'm net sure if she quite
rcaliscd what she was getting hersclf into. Not enly dlid she have
to Icarn eur old licensing system. but having just get uscd te that
the new one wason the way: I had researched and dene long yards
teving te find a suitable system but I think Renee had the teugher
jeb of figuring out how to use it. kike any new system it had its
wrinkles to be sorted se Renee ended up running both the old and
new systems simultancously and coping with the climgc to a ncw
scason. Threugh it all as the rest of the staff remind me. she never
lost the smilc off her face despite plenty of reasens te.

When T got back to work a few menths after having baby, shc
had it all sorted and Renee was tcaching me my job again. For
the next couple of months, Renee stayed en part time, job sharing with me
so 1 could have the best of beth worlds. Its not always easy job sharing, 1
think she get tired of all my notes and lists, but it was a pleasure to work
with her.

Alas,net allgeed things can carryon forever,and I had to rcturn te work full
time again. So it is goedbyc fer now, andl thank yeu tor cdeing a wonclerful
job, and hopc to scc yeu back in May whilc I'm en leave,

By Kim Alexander-Turia FAREWELL DAVE CONLEY

Swapping a fl¥rod
foraiccaxe
Fhateo Oy Kaven Willians

‘Fhey say that the grass is net nccessarily greencr on the other
siclc of the fenee but in Pave's case it was and he jumped that
fence pretty fast,

After many ycars with the Bepartment,DaveWakelin retired from
the Tengariro-Taupe Conservancy effice and Dave Conley was
successiul in filling his shoes as the new Cemmunity Rclatiens
Officer - Public Awareness.

$ix months into his role as the Cemmunity Rclations Ranger,
‘Fengacite National Trout Centre,he was scconded te the fzepo for
Tomorrow proganunce.Thea BePctrisresignedd irem her pesition as
the Educaterimd with Bave's background as a seccondary scheol teacher he was
ablc e assist with the progranune until a new Educater was founctThis precess
took lenger than we thought and Dave stayed on in the relc for ever 6 menths.
He was instcumental in keeping the Taufvo for Toinorrow programme cunning
smeothly during this time, as wcll as overscecing the treut centre oper:tions.
Dave's new role with the Conscrvatien Suppert ‘eam involvcs previding
advice, suppert and mcdia livisen to community relations statf ever the three
arcas of the'Tongarire/ Taupo censervancy. It will be a great challenge for him
and the Fishery team wish him allthe best.
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Specialising in:
W « Fresh & Saltwater Tackle-
o * Rod & Wadkrs Hire

* Fishing Licences
* Hunting Permits } s
* Fishing Guides & Baat Chaiter.
* Home stay accommodation
and 24hr service
i

Steve and Ph/Fax:
Angeta Barry 07 378 3714
(new owners) f Mobile:

147 Tongarito “treet 0274 458 964
Taupo

* Right en the banks ef the world famous

Tongarire River
* Inexpensive riverside accommadati
Twin,Deubks from $33 per night.
e shased Kirdien/Dining Room wih all fachties
Leunge with open fire and sun deck's
shing guides avatable.

15 Taupchi Road, Turangi
New Zcaland. Ph: (7) 3868
150 Fax: (07) 386 8150
Email: sbortsmansledee@xira.conz

RUAPEHU FISHING
ACCOMMODATION

Whakapapa R, Mangawhero R,
Whanganui Headwaters,
Retaruke R, Ongarue R.

Uncrowded fishing, in some of the North lstands finest
back-country trout fishing waters, and us o,
located i Raurimu, & your base.

Sew pur web site for details, fishing info and availability.

wowow navennet.nz

Creel Tuckle H ouse

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS
@ Quality fly tying matedials

@ Hire fackle
@ Open 7 days

Central North Island Agents for:

E

Judge’s Pool Motel

* 9 gelf containe d units

* Quiet sur:-oundings, no traflfic noise
* 100m to Tongariro Hi
 Full facilities for fishermen
* Spa pool

5% discout on
eccommaodation when
wou shaw this ad

TR
TOWN CENTRE
]

92 Taupehi Road, Turangi
S Phone: 07 386 7892
Fax 07 386 7890

you superb
waler

nd all-transpok.

ight hourwildernes

Tongariro River R
nymph and duy fly fishing on isolated
Wesupply sumptuous lin
Don't just dream, ask for
chauffeured, raft

‘eals

For Rafting and Raft Fishing in the Nér Island co
Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting

PO Box 281 pfangi.
Ph: 0800 10 Fax: 07 386 6445,

SUPERIOR HOMESTAY

Right on the Tongar ire River

Qut the gate and you
e inthe tstend Pool

Special Winter Rates
tor Fishermen: 2 nights
inckid es cooked breakfasis
SingleS100 per night.
* Double $124 per night.
For reservations contact your
FISHING LODGE hests Mary, Bianne and Bob.

1S5 Taupahi Rd, Turangl, New Zealand Ph: 07 386 5538
Fax: 07 3865356 Email: #alodge@xira.co.nz

Yurangi Cabins &
Holiday Park

+ Campervans/Caravans * Tent Sites
« 96 Budget Cabins * On-site caravans

FACILITIES INCLUDES:
+ Kitchens & dining rooms caering for over 100 people
Jaundries with automacic washing mactines,
dryeis & drying room
*TY raom « BBQ Jea < Table Teanis « Chlildrens Play fiea
+ Telephonc « Fish cleaning area & fish fraeze
+ Canavan & boat storage

Ohuanga Rd,
PO Box 4). Turangi

Ph {07) 386 8754

Kereru
Lodge' =

Tauranga-Taupo
Riverside Retreat
secluded - unspoilt

Phone @73866011
Mobile @27 - 464 2847
Email

yerex@xtra.co.nz




* TARATA FISHAWAY e

+ ACCONINODATI INEN OR UNGLIINEN HISILING o

Sittated in the remvote Mokai Valey where the pisiurssque
Rangitike River meebs the rugged Ruahine Ranges Unique
reutiishag right at our doorstep

Location, tocation, {ocation New! River Relreat,
Spa Bath, Homeslead, Fisherman's Cottage, Trout
Fishing, Rafting, Tramping, Spotfight Safasis,
Camp Qu’s, "Mini" Gali, Clay 8ird Shooting

YourHosts; Tidid
$1ephon Matiack
Ph; 05388 0884
Fax 06388 0954
Emalt: tishaway¥swace az
Web:vamwi3RId.co.m

* All stondords of
accammodation
from $25 per night
per persan

o Self colering
facilities oand BO@
oreos

® Alo Corte
Restaurant

s Micra Brewery

1 * Spo & Seuna

p y,wdy * We'l even ceok

yaur cotchl

Forbackings: 8ox 174 Turongi 2751

Karmanawa 'Bistro
LICENCED RESTAURANT
ol the Kaimanawa Lodge. urangi

Delicious food
for hungry fishermen
HOSTS: Chris and Marilyn
2587Taupali Road
Phone 07 386 8709
Iax U7 386 8768

Emait clteis. weighl@xlira.ce.nz e

PH: (07) 3867492 FAX: {07] 3860106

273 Taupehi Rd j
Turangi, New Zealand © 4
Ph: 07 386 5441/

To advertise in the Target Taupo

Field & Stream Birectory
and reach 12,000 annual fishing
licence holders,
contact Peter Mcintosh
on (09) 634 1800
peter.mcintosh@fishgamenz.co.nz




G) RAINES HUNTER 55660

Pric sseen 4

The vision has been created. The design team at Haines Hunter is
proud to present this superb 6.6m. craft that meets the demand
for mid-size hardtops. Our no compromise appreach to the design
has achieved functionality with grace and style. The Haines Hunter
58660 is a new boat. designed and built from scratch. The hull is
a completely new development. The 21 degree deep V that is the
standard for Haines Hunter has been taken to.a new level that
provides maximum beam aft (for stability and fishing reom)
combined with a totally new approach to the forward sections.
The fine entry provides softness in the ride. Add our famous
planing strakes to provide maximum lift for performance and

dryness and we have "the ride" that only Haines
Hunter boats share. The pedigree of this design
exhibits superb, vice free handling without the
need for big horse power. inside the boat is big,
very big, with huge cockpit space for fishing

or diving and no compromise for family comfort.

The Sports Sedan Hard Top offers protection from the elements
along with a great look. Excellent seated visibility with all driving
& electronics functions at your fingertips. Spend some time and
enjoy a thorough leok at this all new Haines Hunter SS660.

We are very proud of this new machine. it's a beauty.

‘/\ Hd
@) HAINES| A UrITER
: THE SECRET IS IN THE RIDE
Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 80 Cawley Street or P.O. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland, New Zealand.

il Free Phone 0598 HAINES, Phone 09 579 96&1, Fax 09 525 0173
[Assocedon Emall sales@haineshunter.co.nz - www.haineshunter.co.nz




Visit www.yamaha-motor.co.nz or call 0BOD Yamaha

PERFECT BALANCE

FOur strole

JO'Power and Associates [US] ranked
Yamaha highest in Customer Satisfaction with
Four Stroke Outboards, two years in a row”

Once again Yamaha |

; ni] . P g
experience a\railahle : y supernor’ the Yamaha 150, a purpose built four stroke outhoard offers clean
running, superb perfor e, el and ingly low noise levels...with no weight penalty over 2 stroke outboards. Join the

four stroke revolution, choose from NZ’s most compmhenswe four stroke model range at your Yamaha dealer...today.

4 STROKE
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