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Now SAS gives you TWO rods in ONE!

The new Kilwell SAS range of rods has a unique concept. Each red is supplied with an additional mid section. The high
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handling heavy nymphs and wet flies, te a delicate toel for the presentatien of an evening diy -

without changing your fly line weight. So no matter what nature dishes out to yeu,

your SAS rod will cover every condition.

Head down to your local specialist fly shop, grab ene of these rods, cast it,
fish it, and love it forever As one of eur overseas field testers stated
“You ain't never going to get this red back!”

Availakle in feur medels 9055, 9064, 9073, Y083.
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By Joho Gibbs
Taupo Fisheey Acea Managee

Pheto by. Pat Gtobs

Fishery Forward

WELCOMETO ISSUE 55 @F TARGET TAUPO
The
esting information about the wonderful troutf shery we all share.

‘aupo Fishery team hope you enjoy our efforts 10 bring you up to date and intce

Themidycar issue comes outat the time whenTaupo river anglers are anticipating their
peak

son fishing opportunitics. This highlights a couple of topical issues for us

First is the risk of didymo. You will sce again in this issuc.as in the last 5 issucs, more
stories ahont this alga and the threats it poses to our fisherics. Some anglers may ques
tion the likelihood of succeeding in the campaign 10 keep didymo out of the North
Island, fearing that it is a faif accompti, Others miy become complacent that, as it
isn’t here yet or that reports that it may not have had as severe innpact on southern
lisheries as ficst expected, mean theee is less to be concerned about. The risk with
both these attirudes is thac they encourage people to drop their guard and become
fess diligentin checking and cleaning their fishing gear

The r
view - the longer we can keep the North Island didymo-free, the more time there is for

v is different. Even ifits arrival is inevitable - and 1 don't subscribe 10 tha

development of control measures. Reeent ficld trials in the Sonth Island show some

promise that didymo can be killed over a short distance in smaller streams. There
maybe then, some potential for atacking it in eacly stage infestations provided it is
detected promptly Further work indicates that it may not he able to survive in spring
fed streams and this also warrants closcer study:

Scveral rescarch projects are underway looking at the ccological, recrcational and
economic impacts of didymo Those examining the elfeets on trout lisheries are in their
very early stages and need some years of menitoring before any meaningful conclusions
can be drawn. So it is just too soon to say whether or not the impacts are worse, less or
about the sume as originadly estimated. My view is that thefaupo trout fishery is likely to
experience a signiticant negative impact if didymo becomes ¢stablished in our lake and
rivers. If that happens it will have flow.on effects 1o recreation and cconomic values.
The second current issue is our proposal to reduce the minimum trout size limit from 45
cm to 42 em. This is a response to the effects of later trout spawning lcading wo smalier

fish §
to be released by anglers. We belicve that this lost angling oppottunity can be safely

¢ at a given time of the year and the consequent need for more undersize fish

mitigated by a small teduction in the minimam size.
Glenn Maclean explains this in much more detail

in his article inside. If this propesal is approved
by the Minister of Conservation the Tanpo Fishery
Regulations will hive 1o be amendced o change the
size limit.

The secondary effect of later spawning is that the
peak runs of trout will not be in the rivers until 2
10 3 months later than traditionally. As anglers you
should be thinking about planning your fishing
teips well into the spring to take advantage of
this change. Nothing can be more pleasant than
f.shing the Tongariro River in shirt sleeves under
a relatively balmy October sun, so don’t put your
nymphing rod awiy too soon.



By Glenn Maclean
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Review of Taupo Trout Minimum

Legal Length Regulation

he late spawning in rceent

winters has several implications,

not Icast that the fish in the lake
are now younger and therefpre smaller
compared to the same time of ycar a
decade ago, and therefore the current
minimum lcgal length restriction for
Taupo ttout may no longer be appro-
priate. This paper reviews the cffective
ness of the current limit and examincs
whether it should bc modified.

Following a well publicised downturn
in the fishery in the latc 1980's Timpo
fishery managers reduced the daily bag
limit from 8 trout to three. This was
designed (o reducc theangling harvest by
10%Then in July 1997 the minimum legal
length was raised from 35cm to 45 em.
°This was in response to concerns thatthe
trout production was likely to be signifi-
cantly depresscd in the following years as
a result of major spring floods and effects
from the eruptions of Mount Ruapehu
in 1995 and 1996. The increase in the
minimum size was designcd to reduce
the harvest of young trout in the kke.and
so ensure a higher proportion survived
to nm the rivers and spawn. While the
effects of the cruptions have since passed,
in the intervening period angling effort
has increased by a third and the need to
consinue to restrict harvest rcemaing

The effect of the increased size limit was
turther exacerbated by a change in the
way in which the legal length was detincd
in 2004. Whereas previously the length
was measuted from the tip of the nose to
the end of the tail, this was changed to the
fork of the tail to be consistem with how
length is measured in other tisheties This
has the effect of increasing rhe minimum
size by approximalely onc centimetre.

In genceral the young trout enter Lake
Taupo in auwmn and then grow at
approximately lmm per day by fceding
on smelt. Typically the majority of fish
reachced the old minimum length of35¢m
in early spring,andso wercavailable to be
harvested through the high-catch spring
and high-use swwumcr periods when the
majority of lake angling harvest occurs.
In the seasons leading up 1o the regula-
tion change we had measured the length
of fish kept by anglers as part of routine
creel surveys on the lake. From this data
we esthmated that an increase in the size
limit from 35 to 45 c¢m saved 25% of the
total harvest (fish caught and killed) at
thar time. The intent of the change was
to protect the yYotug trout through the
spring period, but ensure that the vast
majority of trout would be large enough
to take by Christmas. Similarly our data
indicated that river anglers fishing for



Table 1. Propeclion of
undersized fish

(tess than £5¢m) by month
as recorded (n 2006/67

sommer Sreed sucvey

mature spawning trout would not be
affected as 97% of fish in the spawning
run were greater than 45cm in length.

MONTH PLRCENTAGE
November 58
December 42

January 38

February 25

Over recent winters trout spawning has
become progressively later. coinciding
with unusually dry and scttled conde
tions through the early and mid winter
periods over a succession of ycars.
However last winter was a much more
typical weather patteen with frequent
1ain early in the season, bat the run wis
again late so now appears to be set in
a pattern of peak spawning in October
and Novembcr (figure 1).

There are sevetal implications from this
later spawning, not lcast that the young
fishinthe lake are several months younger
than previously at the same time of year.
‘This has a signiticant impact. Given that
these fish are growing at approximatcly
lmm per day then potcntﬁlly:li couple
of months m#tkes a difference in length
of 3 10 Gcenywclma. Hsrend' of | 'Bqu

So cven well after Christmas lake anglers
have 10 relcase a significant part of their
satch because they ar¢undersized. which
is not the intention of the regulation.
Compounding this,a study carried out by
Dr Michel Dedual in February 1992 into
the survival of trout caught and released
by differemt angling methods found thit
the highest moctality (12 @ 15%) was
associated with deep trolling methods,
which are also the most successful at
this time of yeur. Since then deep jigging
has also become popular and has proven
highty successful in laie summer,
While catch rates were gencrally very high
last autumn for those anglers targeting
tishing depths of 30 to 35 metres, it wis
very obvious that some of the small fish
caughit and released were dying despite
very careful handling. This was probably
a combination of the cffect of depth
and also warm surface waters. So while
.mglers were technically restricted to the
daily bag limit of 3 trout, the actual vnin-
tentional harvest could have been signiti
cantly higherSome anglers indicated they
may well have stopped fishing cardier had
they beenuble to keep 3 prime fish. but in
DMAmS sudl t‘;\h‘lhat WCTC over

Month

[-e- Waihukahuka 1884 —e—Waipa 2006 |




tain and enhance the sports fish resource
in the recrcational interests of anglers,
then there is a sound argument that the
current regulation which in signilicantly
limiting imglers opporttunity to keep fish
after Chiistmas (which is not the intent)is
unnecessarily restricting angling opporti
nityand satisfaction. A common comment
we reccived from anglers over summer
when asked if they had any fish was one of
disappointment*No - we caught a couple,
they were in great condition but just 10
smil and we had to put them back’

35cm  Trout Length

15%

40cm 42cm 45cm

25% 60%

Figure 2. Ieroenirgeof roue
reconded in edeh sig: cate-
gory between 35 and 45¢m
(1995/96 & 1996797 anger
survey data)

!ﬂda (20 to 30%). This is contrary 10

Therc¢ is also a theoretical argument
that the current size limit rends to rein
force the late spawning.in that the like
harvest selects fer early spawncd, larger
tish whilce the later spawned, smaller tish
are effectively protected.

inally it is cvident that so far this
winter, river anglers arc also having to
rthcn s(gmﬂc ant ﬂ:oppmmof their

of undersized {ish ftom one month to
the nexe aud our own observations, that
many of the undersized lish caught after
Christmas arc close to the present limit.
In the absence of more precise data
one strategy is to consider possible
limits based around obvious and casy to
remember f.gures.An option is to return
to the old limit of 35cm (14"). Ilowever
the underlying reason for the increase
in the tirst place which was to reduce
the lake harvest over spring still. remains,
and a return to the old limic risks that
overharvest may again occur

A more prudent limit would be some-
where in between, the most casily
understood being a lintit of 40cm (167,
Without putting it in place and recording
the proportion of fish kept which are
between 40 and 45 ¢m in length, there
is no way of knowing exactly how much
this change would inciease the oppor
tunity and harvest In terms of the data
recorded under the old limit, 20% of the
total harvest were fish between 40 and
45c¢m anda 40cm limin would only reduce
the harvest by 4% over that from a 35¢cm
restriction (figute 2). However this would
likely be greater now because the fish are
gcneﬂl\v smh“cn,ﬁeud'mmlﬁs ‘wum it
be en




Where to Now?

The above paper was presented to the
Taupo Fishcry Advisory Comniittee
in June. At the meeting the comniittee
endorsed the recommendation that the
ninimum legal length for Taupo trout

and held a public meeting at the TNTC
in carly August. The issue has created a
ot of comment, indeed one of the posi
tive spin offs has been the robust and
constructive discussions with many
anglers. There have been a wide range

be reduced to 42 cn1 In July we also of views expressed as reflected in the

put the paper out fer public discussion  following sumplc of comments:

4t 450m the Jfish is too small to eat and arve surety our spawners for the following
seasonifa fish s refeased from the hook with long rnosed pliers beside the boat there
should be rno reason to think they wifl die Perba s education is needed here””

“My JSeelings are, that the Taupo Fishery as a truly wild Jishery can only bengfit
Jrom the existing legal size limit remaining as it is. As a wild trout fishery there
will atways be natural changes & fluctuations occurring & management should
be to assist & sup port these changes If Tuupo trout are peaking latter i their
spauning ritns because of seasonal changes in the fishery this will natialty
have bnplications on the summer lake barvest but only be of benexjit to the river
angler as more & larger fish enter the rvers in Septy/Oct The lake anglers mey
be disadvantaged over a few summers until natural fluctuations again occur to
balance the fishery 2

“There is a range of opinion but att experienced fishermen have responded
positively t o« reduction in the minimuon length to at least 40 centimetres. A mixed
bag retaining the 3 fish limit witl only one spawsng ben above (s&y) SS centimetres
to reflect the fecundity of larger fish would maintain a baiwice and should be given
serious considenation ”’ '

s bave landed around 200 trout over the last 12 months mainl 'y deep bvl’lﬁng
and ; u.dpr:unem there «wnm’ Ig‘rw«l . ,fislmm,twd 1 atwetys bare m;.ziam in
ce gmm 'g-pn-
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“Ibe “Review” issued hy Department of Conservalion (DOC) represenk one of the
Jpoorer documents coming out of an organisation which night be noted for a failure
te provide clear. accureate, verifiable information. The obvious implication to take from
the document is that BOC is in fact not particularly interested either in the “Review”
docranent, or the recess of taking subimissio nif so. the customers, as itweere, wotdl el be
better served by DOC staiing exactly what they think, and what they intend””

I moderate on New Zealasd's langest fishing website FISEINEL CONZ I raised the
issue oj"size reduction with the members Generally there seems to be an interest in
baving a maximum size limit to pretect the larger fish Most anglers don't favour the
proposed reduction in the fish size >

1 have been reading with interest the debate ovey fish condition People seem to
have forgotten that we are there for the sportof catching the trout not meat bunting
In the last five or six weeks we bave driven up early in the morning from Neapier
ancd bad some great days fishing withowt bringing memy fish bome Perba s we are
at faudt for not taking the ample takeabie tuut not 4opby jfish we bave cawght. My
thoughfs are not o panic.to much and see hotw the next twwo months pan oul das te
caugbtmore larger fish in September last yem" 4

“f nalty - P in faeour of your reconmmendation! Although I'm not a scientist I think
its importent that changes like this ave backed uf) by sound science, and I bepe youw'll
bhe abie to tse arny charnge to gatber some mose geed dala to monitor s imfact 2

Ingeneral thereare two schools of thought
- that there is a problem reflected by the
small size of the fish and the preposcd
change is good, and 2 second view that
it is all part of the natuial flucluations
that occur in a wild fishery and that any
dmlge‘h unwarranted.

lbnnﬂse*& %ﬂﬂé‘m fhé-#rcnrﬁ :

reduced.it overly restricts angler's ability
to keep a trout and it protects a whele
group of fish which on thesurface means
n1ore trout for winter river anglers, only
they run after mest people have stepped
fishing so few make use of then anyway.
This rctqmmencfdt'mh is not a mdbdl
chelny bul about fine tuning an impor-

atm meetthe s‘.mmrr

13 00



the folloving jeper reflecrs

inte L common yjew
prnted gie jener and ouc on view

.. CXPrissed this summer py INgICry fig| ]hg on gk cTa PO. We hav
response ) the know 'Ldgc that many .f) | .l'l!! sl -l S ONCerny :
> OU 3y simil 2r ¢ C! - -
§

Dcar Sir,

After fisbing for three days (7 bours) over Queens Birthday and catching and landing 16 fish
on tvo rods, we kept three fish and returned 13 due to under size or poor condition.

Thiis seems (o be the norn over the last few years «nd is fristrating and disappoiniing.Are there
too nuuey fish for the feed available? i.e. we may need to cuii. O sbonid we bave a closed winter
sceeson for three years to enabie the fish to regain conditicn and size?

AND OUR RESPONSE

Pcar Sir

TROUT SIZEAND CONDITION

TThank you for your letter regarding the size and uality of the rout you caught
Quecen's Birthday weekend. Your comments micror those of many otheranglers this summur

ion of any

0 Taupo over

Fortunately the number of small fish and poor condition of others is not an in
problem, raither simply a reflection of the much fater spawning which now occurs in the fishery
Instead of the majority of teout spawning m Augu st or September as they did in the past, now
the peak runs thiough the Waigd trap for example, occur in October and NovembecThis has two
impacts Firsdy in the past these fish would have returmned to die lake after s.pawning in spring
and had scveral mondhs gotging on smelt and regiining condition before you caught diem over
summer Now though they arc likely to have only just returned to the lake whencaughtand e
still in dteie post spawned condition. Fiora a management perspective the key is the condition of
the maiden fish (fish y¥et to spawn) as these ceflect the food cesources in the lake These hish are

in very good condition this summer. in lact a common commuent has been along the lines 1 had
to put a number back,really nice fat £sh but just too small™.So we arc not concerned about the

food resources.
The other impact of the late spawning is that the young fish in the lake ate eficctively several

nmonths younger than normal for the same time of y=uar Given that these fish geow about 3 ¢cm a
month oncc they start feeding on smelt in the fake, then this makes a major difference to theic
siz¢The intent of the size iestriction was to limit harvest through spriing but that by summer most
fish shoutdbe laige enough to take. However,clearly in the last couple of yeats the size restriction
has now become unnecessarily restrictiveTo shis end we have just agreed with theTaupo Fishery
Advisory Commiittee 10 reduce the size limit to -§2cm, which hopefully we can getin place for
next sumrer.A more detdiled report on the trasoning: behind this will appear in the August issue

ofFamget Taupo.
Once again thanks [or taking the time to put fosward Your thoughts.As long as the spawning is late
poor conditioned fish will be a fizature of the sununcr catch.but hopefully the reduced size limit

will allow you to keep more of the well conditioned small lish.

Youss sincerely




By John Gibbs

M) of 1be content vfthis
arlicte was first (ublisbed in
earlier issues, «peclajty =32
Vn 1999, it wes think it bas

enough onguin g inlerest o
print it again

Access Rights in the Taupo Fishery

o other sports fishery in New

Zecaland has such comprehen

sive access righis as the Taupo
tishery. Taupo anglers are extremely for
tunate that, in addition to normal access
provided on public lands, they have a
unique statutory right of access over
private lands in many places.
This hits com2 about by a long-st:inding
arrangement between the Crown and
Ngati Timvharetoa iwi, the owner of the
beds of 1ake Taupo and its inf.owing
rivers and much of the susrounding land.
This agrcemem has been enshrined in
law since 1926 and explicitiy recognises
the national and eegional importance of
the Taupo fishery as a recieational asset.
Iiecause the fishery is used by so many
visitors it also underpins a substantial part
of the region's prime tourist economy.

$o how did these access rights
come about?

The Taupo trout fishery is and always has
becen a public resource managed under
statm ¢. However,because the Crown did
not own the lake and river beds, access
to the fishery was effectively controlled
by the Muori land owncrs. A number of
wealthy overseas amglers recognised the
implications of access control and saw
a chance to lock up parts of the fishery
for their own usce by negotiating with
the owners for exclusive access rights.
The government of the day was con-
cerned that this effective privatissation
of a public resource would Icad to a loss
of a highly valucd recreational fishery

as well as an economically important
tourist activity.

After some years of negotiations the gov-
ernment passed the 1926 Maori Land
Amendment and Maori Land Chims
Adjustment Act. Among other things,
this provided for access to the fishery
and confirmed compcnsation arrange
menes for Ngati Tuwharetoa. The prime
«€Cess provision was the right of access
over lake and river beds and the estah-
lishmem of 2 20 metre wide right of way
over Maori land asound the lake shore
and over specified portions of the banks
of the inflowing rivers.

What are these access rights and
where do they apply?

‘The key thing to remember is that the
rights of way over Maori land are just that:
they don't change the undedying owner-
ship of the land which remaias in Maori
title and mnst be respected as such. ‘this
is a fundamental ditf ecence from the pop-
ulatly-known Qucen’s Chain provisions
clsewherc in the country, where water-
ways may be bordered by land in vations
forms of public ownership.

Activities permitted on theTaupo rights
of way are not all cleardy defined in
law and some have evolved over time
through common kiw and precedent.
Essentially, the rights of way exist to
provide access to and along the wiucr's
edge and over its beds. [Howcver, the
lake and river rights of way have some
important differences in theic purposes

and provisions.
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The lake and river beds access is for all
public,notjustanglers Likewise,the lake
shore right of way is classed as a generul
right of way available « all times to pass
over and along by whatever means. The
Key constraint (o its use is that it must
not be obstructed. It is unlikely that
fishing, launching or beaching a boat,
picnicking or swimming would consti-
tute an obstruction, but camping would.
Lighting fires is not encompassed by the
right of way and in any case requires
both the permission of the land owner
and a permit from the relevant rural fire
authority. Similarlly, there is no inherent
permission for toileting on the right of
way
The river bimk rights of way are more
precisely defined and specific in their
purpose. They:
« arclimited tospecified distances up both
banks of nominated rivers (Table 1);
= can only be used for access on {eot tor
the purposes of angling;
« can only be used by people holding a
valid Taupo fishing license;

* do not extend a right of use to the
generdl public.

In all cases the distances are measured
along the centre-line of the river. ‘the
rights of way apply to all tribut:ries
entering the rivers within the defined
lengths, except for the Tongariro River
In practical £shing ternis this means the
Mangamutu and Te Arcro tributaries of
the Waitahanui River also have rights of
way on their banks.

Just why the particular distances speci
fied were chosen is lost in the mists of
time. Some are selfevident. such as the
Whanganui Stream which has a watcrfall
about 1 mile (1.6km) from its mowth. and
the Hinemaiaia River which rin through
an inaccessible gorge about 3 miles (4.8
km)above its mouth. Less obviousis the
Tavranga-Taupo which has many kilo
metres of good and physically accessible
fishing water above the limit of the 3 mile
(4.8 kin) right ef way.

Arce the nights of way permanent?
The rights of way only apply over
Maori land or fnd that was in Maori

Pantaans, Kayaks :
- a Haﬂs designed and made
in New Zealand

Incept Marine Limited, 126 Hautapu Street, Taihape Ph: (06) 388-0729
Email: sales@incept.co.nz Web: www.incept.co.nz




RIVER BXTENY OF RIGHT OF WAY

‘I DIgAein Mouth 10 Whitikau Stecam junction

Poulu Junction with Tongrieo River to old stawe kighway bridge

Waiotda Mouthio source (exduding within the bowndaric: of Tongafiro prisun)
Wumaring Mouth to source

‘TavruniaTaupo

Mouth 0 3 milxi(i.akm) upsicam

Waipehi | mouth to source (NB:the Waipehi is chned 1o fishing)

b incovsiaia | Mouth to 3 miles (4.8hm) vpstream

Waitalani Mol to source

Waihor Meath 0 6 miles (9, 7km) upstrsm

Waihaha Mounh o 6 miles @.7hm) upsiscam

Whangnui Mouth to | mile (L.6km) upstzeam

Whareroa Mouthto 3 miles(f.8hm) upstream (NB; the Whareroo is clesed w fisliing)
Xuratau Mouth o 10 miles (16 1km) upstreatn

Yable 1 owncrship in 1926 They attach to the
title so remain in cffect cven if the land
owncership or status changes. While a
right of way may not be revoked, its
use as suwch may be suspended with
the same effect. There is also provision
to reduce the right of way width. This
has been donc in a few places. eg the
Manganiitu Stream, where the width
has been reduced from 20 metres to 3
metres because of the location of dwell-
ings clese to the stream bank.

One curious feature of Taupo rights of
way is that they are fixed as at 1926 and
do not move with changes in lake and
river margins. This mcans that due ro
crosion or accretion in seme places they
may be some distance from the waters’
edge or indeed out in the water. Given
the original intent and the difficulty of
establishing precisely where a margin
has moved, it scems conuoon sense to
treat the current shorelines and banks
within the proclaimed arcas as being

bordcred by a right of way.

How is access managed on rights
of way?

DOC manages a number of basic
walking tracks on river bank rights of
way. While thesce are only maintained
with owners” agreemem, there are clear
benefits in having them. Providing
tracks reduces the likelihood of anglers
wandcering outside their boundarics and
inadvertently trespassing on private

land. Formed and maintained tracks also
help reduce the impact of numbers of
people cressing the land and, of course,
make for more useful access to fishing
spots. Most right of way tracks are
managed at a basic standard to minimisc
infrastructure impacts. This also recog-
niscs that the rights are for foot access
only and that most anglers arc wearing
wiaders and should reasonably expect to
cncounter witer and mud in pursuit of
their sport.

tn using the rights of way people should
be mindful that they may lic over orad ji
cent to sites of special cultural signiti
cance to tangata whenua, These include
mariae and urupa (burial sites) and you
should take great care not to trespass
onto them or desceeriie them in any way:
Some examples are at Whanganui Bay,
Poukura and Waihi.

What ether ferms of access apply?
Considereble lengths of both the lake
shore and river banks are Crown land
in somc form of rescrve or other public
ownership, such :s forest park or road.
Various forms of local body reserves
also occur There is free public access
over all these reaches and other uses (eg,
camping) are limited by the particular
status of the land or governing bylaws.
Very small lengths of the shores and
banks arc in pre-1926 teechold title and
thus have no public access «t all.

There is some access on private land
which hasno right of wayandisavailable
by the goodwill of the land owners. ‘The
best example of this is on the Tauranga-
Taupo River where the legal right of way
ends at th¢ Pump Pool. However, the
Te Rangiita farm trust has generously
agreed to allow access \viiiiiqfhe river
bed right up to the winter fishing limit
at the Rangers Pool and we nuintain a
basic marked route along this stretch.
It is especially important that anglers
honour the spirit of this agreement and
treat the land and the owners’ rights
with the respect they deserve.
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MNorth Island Agents
Stirling Sports Willis St - Wellington
Manawatu Hunting & Fishing - Pal North

South Island Agents
B&B Sports - Gore 4
C Sports -Dunedi

Taranaki Hunting & Fishing - New Plymouth
Sporting Life - Tuningi

Barry Greig's Sporting World - Turangi
Creel Tackle House - Turangi

Greenstone Fishing - Taupo

Taupo Rod & Tackle - Taupo

“The Outdoorsman Head Quarters - Rotorua
Hunts Sports Store - Milford

Millar's Hunting & Fishing - Dunedin

The Complete Angler - Christchurch
Fisherman's Loft - Christchurch

Ballinger's Hunting & Fishing - Christchurch
Hamills Fishing & Hunting - Christchurch
MNelson Hunting & Fishing - Nelson

Distributed by Dough & [o.

of ILG.FA.
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A .
Gracme Sinclair with his 11 pound South Westland
hrown trout caught on a G.Loomis 8wt GLX Rod,
Shimano BioCraft 7/8 LA reel, Cortland 555 Line.



By Mark Veaunan

Mark is our Teehnion
Suppon Officer and part
of the research and moni:
toriag 1wam

Top: Anideak sk leved is
lappiag the grss, the ctir-
rendy expesed beéach beconr
it an epen corridor Ui the
brow trout ¢an cruise. Note
the bambeo peles indicating
e edge of the weed bed.
Pbote by:

Kim Alecandenlnria

Managing Lake Otamangakau Weed

ake Otamangiakau is 4 manmade

lake of 180 hectares designed for

short-term storage of water cap
tured (rom the Western Diversions of
the Tongariro Power Scheme (FPS). The
lake was formed in 1972 over an open
swampy arca and is in close proximity to
Mount Tongwuiro. Lake Otamangakau is a
shallow lake (maximum depth 12n1) with
weed beds covering approximately 50%
of the total lake area, especially along the
shore line. These beds consist of mainly
oxygen weed and these weedy areas
provide gosd habirat forcruising trout.
A considerable amount of research and
discussion between DOC,Genesis Energy
and anglers occurrred as part of the
renewal of consents forthe TPSte try and
fird the mostdesirable operating level for
Lake Oumangakau. The research carricd
out found that the optinaum lake level for
anglers fishing along the lake edge was
611.10 m abovce sea level. This is when

the water {evel is just lapping against the
bankside vegetation which creates an
open zone between the weed beds and
the shore that brown trout like to cruise
in, but is not so high as to make wading
difficult. Brown trout cruise this zone
feeding on snails and damscl nymphs
which have to swim or crawl from the
weed beds towards the shore and beach
in order to hatch. With little.cover as they
cross the muddy bottom they are¢ casy
pickings for the cruising browns which in
tum are a coveted rarget of anglers stalk
ingaround the lake edge.

The relatively high level also ensures
that water remains cooler and well 0xy-
genated especially during iow inflows
over the summer monthis. Thusas part of
the consents process. the various partics
agreed to a condition that requires
Genesis Lnergy to ry it's best to main-
tain an average lake level of 611.10:n
between 1 October and 31 May.



llowever in practice this objcctive
didn't meet cither party’s objeclives.
As occurred kst summer high intliows
during carly summer meaant that Genesis
Encrgy had to keep the lake very low for
the remainder of the summer in order
to achieve an average level of 611.10
metres over the whole period. From
an opcerational perspective this compli
cated Genesis flow management and
although the low levels had the benef -
cial effect of killing off the encroaching
weed beds by cxposing them to the sun,
the low lake levels meant that anglers
couldn’t takce advantage of these newly
widcned crtuising corridors. Therefore
from a tisheries perspective, the condi-
tion wasn't helpful either, in fact it was
requiring the level to be kepi lower than
desirable for long periods. It is a4 ques-
tion of semantics but in reality it is the
frequency at which the lake is around
61 1. 10 metres which is more important
than the average level throughout the
season,

As aresult we have agreed with Genesis
and Horizons Regional Council that this
particular condition should be deleted,
and are currently working on a manage
ment plan that includes an objective to
cnsure that the lake level is maintained
as close as possible to 61 1. 10/m during
the summer months. This will also sim-
plify the management of the Like level
from an operational perspective,
llowever a potentialissue with maintain
ing a relatively high constant lake level is
that it allows the weed beds to encroach
closer to the shore, doing away with the
open zone uscd hy the cruising brown
trout. Ultimately this would defeat for
most part, the whole intention of main
taininga high lake level inthe ficst place.
‘Thereforethe management plan willalso
mw:pol ale opnons lo lower ahe lake

food is harder to come by The same
effcet could also be achieved by a low
lake level over summer (as occurred this
year) allowing the ncar shore zonc to
dry out. However this & when anglers
wiant 10 he able 1o fish this zonc and is
also the time of ycar when high temper-
atures and low inflows make & prefer-
able to mainrain the lake levels as high
as possihlc.

1o test the effectivencss of this proposed
regime we have initiated a programme to
monitor the scasonal distribution of the
near shoie weed beds Monitoring of the
weed bed aound Lake Otamangakau is a
big task in itself and so it was decided to
use a karge sampling quadriu that could be
laid down on top of the weed beds at spe
cific lecations so that the maio edge ofthe
weed bed could be mapped onto paper at
cach of the survey sites. This woukd hope-
fully provide an insight into what was hap-
pening to the weed beds at certain arcas
around the lake The monitoring peoject
began during September 2006 and is
ongoing Although still carly days, this
article summarniscs the results so fae and
attempts to deseribe what is happening o
the lake Ommangakau weed beds

Four sample locations were chosen
around lake Otwnangakau with thiee
sites between the south-casteryy arm
and the Wairehu Cmal and onc situiucd
on the northern side of the outlet arm
(Figure 1). Three sampling sites at each
lociuion werce chosen and marked by a
wooden stake. The location of the lirge
(uadrat was then determined by placing
the middle of the grid at the edge of the
weced bed during the first day of sany
plingThis would allow us to determine
whether the weed beds had encroached,
rcceded or remidned the saume over a
g2iven period.

‘Thetwocorners oﬁhe gil.ruQsc 10 the
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Figure 1: A map showing
the 4 sampling [ecations
around Laka Ounrvangakaun
courtessy of Geogle Earth.

preference to metal stakes © minimisc
damagc to any boats wishing to land at

any of these sites. The GPS coordinates
of these canes were also recorded along
with the location of the bank sidce stakes
just in case they were accidentally
removed.

The grid itsclf was constructed from a
large sheet of rcinforcing mesh 15€cm
wide and 300cm long (10 % 20 squarcs)
and was cut in half (10 x 10) so that it
could be transported casily on a small
dinghy. Each square mcasurcd 15cm.
Plastic cable ties were uscd to hinge the
two sides togethec The whole grid was
then sprayed whitce to improve visibility
while underwater

‘Iwo staff members undertake the survey
and sites were sampled from the down-
wind side to prevent disrurbed silt from
affecting the unmonitored sites The grid
was cleaned of weed cach time it was
used and care was taken not to disturb
theweed beds being surveyed The edge
of the weed bed was mapped onto a
survey sheet with a grid alrcady printed
upon it. Any small patches of weed
between the main edge of the bed and
the shore werc also plotted on the geid
as these are thought 1o help the weed
beds expand.

that this harder ground inhibits smatl

RESULTS & DISCUSSI®ON

As a result of monitoring every few
months we were able to  identify
changes in the weed bed that may have
gone unnoticed if we had only sampled
during early spiing and Jate autumn. For
example, by examining the difference
between the sampling in September 2006
and May 2007 it would appear that die
weed beds receded at all feur sumpling
sites. However, sampling during january
amd March showed tut while the weed
beds generally receded atsitesA & B they
expanded at sites C & D before retreating
again during MayThns in oxler 1o explain
our findings so far, I will briefly discuss
what has happencd at each site over the
nine month study period.

Site A located on the south-castern side
of Lake Otamangakau (Fig2) had a well
defined open corridor between the
shore and the main cdge of the weed
bed when sampling commenced during
ScptembecThe substrate at this location
was firm with only a small amount of
sediment present. This produced a nice
clearedge tothe weed line withthe area
between the weed bed and the shore
remaining barc of vegetation. It is likely

d fragme




Fishery ranger Harry
Humiltoa with the

mesh used Lo map the cdge
of the: weed bed

Pioto by: Mark Senmean

The weed bed at site Al receded
between September 2006 and January
2007 then encroached slightly uniil
March before receding again during
My This would suggest aslight dic back
during carly spring followed by growth
during summer before dying back again
during late autumn. However at site
A2 the weed bed conrinued 1o recede
over the 9 month period by an average
of more than 2 mctres A simikac pattern
was observed at site A3 which receded
by an average of over 4 metres. This
was particularly noticcable during fate
summer and carly autwnn, Thus overall,
ite A saw a geacral recession of the.

. However, between March and May there
was-an ¢
_,L} <

summer months imd the firmer substrate

arce two possible reasons why the weed
beds have receded i this particular site.
Site B is located slightly further north
ad is approxinitely mid way along the
castern shore. The suhstrate at this loci-
tion is considerably softer and consists
of mainlysoft mud. In the first survey the
weed bed edge was well defined with no
other vegetation present from the weed
cdge 10 the shore. However low grisses
began growing in the muddy substrate
during the summer months_At all threc
B sites, there was a slight recession of
the weed bed between September and

January before renwining  relatively

stable between January and Mirch,

1 o




of 0.2 and 2.5 mctres. Yet at the renmt
ing sitc there was a considierible reces
sion of the weed byl that averaged 6.5

metres! The main edge of the living
weed bed had moved approximacely 5
metres back into the lake with the renr
nants of theold weed bed starting to die
off amongst the shallow margins. With
cach site being just 20 metres apact it
was surprising to scc such a lrge differ
ence in the movement of the weed bed.
Smill patchesof weed hetween the main
weed edge and the shore were thought
to he impoctant in the encroachment of
the wced bed as these grew out and met
with the main edge of the weed bed. The
softer bottom nuy* also have aided the
rooting of plamt fragments and further
helped the encroachment of the weed
bed. However, the scason for the consid-
crablc decline of the weed bed atone of
the thiee sites remains a bit of a mystery
given its close proximity to the other
twosites.
Site C was located even further north on
the casiern shore with a very soft and
muddy’ substriate similac to Site B The
weed treds here were relatively patchy
with the main edge not as well delined
as sites A & B.At Site CI the weed bed
receded slightly between September
and March before encroaching slightly
between March and  May Hlowcever
the weed was reluively patchy during
summer imd was starting to dic off in
parts later on despite the encroachment
of some new low growing weed.
A similar pattern was observed at Site
C3 and as with Site CI, the weed edge
was not well defined and the weed rela-
tively patchy At Site C2, the weed bed
encroached between September and
Janvary probably tided by the presence
of small patches of wee dThe main weed

January and M
4 4

edge then receded slightly between -

softer bottom made sampling difficult
at Site C.The importance of recording
small patches of weed between the weed
cedge and the lake shore was evident as
it is likely that these patches contribute
lo the encroachment of the main weced
cdge by expanding outwirds.

Site I was situated on the nocthern side
of the OQutlet arm and was another site
with a very muddy bottom. The weed
bed encroached towatds the shore to
some extem atall three sites between
September and January. Linle change
wits observed between January and
March belore the weed bed receded
considerably between March imd May.
‘Ihis large recession of up to 7 mctres
occurred during mid May with iots of
weed observed dying off amongst the
shallows.

s still early days with this programme
and we will continue monitoring over
the winter months to sce if proposed
lowerlake levelsduringa period offrosts
knock back the weed beds funher. and
continue the general recession currently’
occurei

_ it is likely that the growth
of the weed beds were affecied by the

Wairchu Canal being closed during
sumnmer and 50 may not represent what
would occur during i more normal year.
but it does highlight the considerable
fluctuations that occur in the extent of
these weed beds.

1f all goes to plan, then shore anglers
shoutd expect good fishing conditions in
these open corridors next summer but
mor¢ opportunities to fish them thanks
to a morce frequent high lake level! Its
ongoing work and s we learn more
about the responses of the weed beds
to luke level manipulation we may well
modily the regime (ucther St ceflects
however the benefits of a very con-



BY Collur. Bourke

Cutlum ixu rnger and pacy ot
the eant that ¢ureies out our
ficld opee nions woik

“Top: Callum Boueke (centre)
inserts un explosive charge
white Glenn Maclean reudies
wnother charg e

Photo by:Julic Greares

Whitikau Log Jam Cleared

ach winter,hundreds of wildTaupo
trow start their annual migration
up the various rivers and streams
to spawn. The level of spawning success
is largely influenced by the occurrence
of natural ¢vents such as flloods and the
amount of suitable spawning habitat aval-
able. For ex:

mple. occasionally obstruce
tions occur within a spasaming streain
which prevem fish from accessing other-
wise suitable habitat.

The Whitilkau  Stream, the Tongariro
River's targest tributary, provides some of
the mostimpottant spawning and rearing
habitat in the Taupo district. Howeser
reaching these greunds is never an ey
journey orWhitikau trout. First they have
10 negotiate the 'Grotto”, anarrow gorge
situated between the ITautu and Raogipo

prisons. The grotto, with its shecr ignim-
brite walls, is extremely susceptible Lo
blockages, especialfy after a decent fresh.
Nearly cvery winter 1 team is dispatched
to clear a fog jam here and this year was
no exception. Several kwge logs had
wedged imo one of the narrowest sec
tions of the gorge subscquently raising
the stream bed and creting an impass-
able 235 metce high wierfall’The way the
log jam formed caused the water below
the fall 10 be extremely aerated. ‘This
causes additional problems for the trout
as the acrated water makes it very diffe
cult for them to swim and jump as they
arce unable to get enough “push” o drive”
due to the amount of air in the watce

Although only 200 metres from the sie of
Tnst ycacs log jam which we could access

=2




Logs wedged in

foot and remove with chainsaws, this
time we would have to abscil cJown to the
log jam from the cliff top above and set
explosive charges to clear the blockage.
Afteratemporary track was cut to the top
of the gorge.a trial run was widertaken to
assess the logjam close up and to establsh
what equipment and the amountof explo-
sives needed to do the job. Fortumately
we were able to call o
Naturally Adventurous Limited” (o

erry Blumharde

provide expert supervision of our abseil-

ing activitiesTerry has a wealth of experi-
ence abseiling and climbing in the district
and has been involved in numerous
search and rescue operations We were
hoping he wouldn't need to scarch for or
rescue anyone on this occasion though!
Once we had abseiled s
blockage, it became clear that this would

v <lown to the

be no casy task The rack walls were very
slippery and the water velocity consider-
able and it was ot possible to work from
below the log jam.

A week later it was time to deal to this log

jam once and for all!The team consisted
of Julic Greaves (team leader), Terry
Blumhardt (abseiling supervisar), Glenn
Maclean and Callum Bourke (explo-
sives), Nathan Walker, Joel Houthuijzen
and Mark Venman (general assistance
and traffic control).

Once Glenn, Terry and Callum absciled
down to the site the first step was te
remove rocks built up against the hlock-
age. with the hope of ¢xposing the logs
that were the main causc ofthe problem.
It was crucial that stafl remained safe
and avoided being swept away, so the
team wore safay harnesses clipped to
ropes that were anchored back to a rock
wall. These ropes were fully adjustable
and the length of the rope controlled by
Terry back at the anchorsAft:iera couple
of hours of removing rocks and debris
by hand, the stream started] to scour out
large holes exposing the troublesome
logs. Several sticks of explasives taped
to Manuka poles were then wedged in
behind the logs, and then sevieral more.




Afrer the explosion there was
lows of white waner Jeft bur
ne® waterfall

Pbutn hy: jutte Greares

Once the explosives were in position,
the team retreated to the safety asseme
bly point and the charge was connected
imd dctonared. When the smoke had
finally cleared and the fumes dissipated.
a quick peek over the edge revealed a
dear passage and no more log jam.a suc-
cessful outcome indeed. Glenn takes the
view of more is bettet rather than have
to come back a second time.

Maintaining fish access is a practical but
vety important aspect of managing a
wild fishery: BBy removing this log jam
we regzined 8.5 kilometres of superb
spawning habitat which otherwise
would have been unavailable

Next on the list is the Waipa Stream,
anothier important Tongariro tribuary
thiu has wo patentally impassible log
jams that need clearing. Thanks musst
£0 out to the team, in particularly Terry
Blumhardt.for a job well done Now what
will we find in the geotto next ycar!

> Lake: TEupofTurangl
Ph 07 386 8996 ° Fax ‘07 386 6559




LEARN THE TONGARIRO

ROLL

Herb Spannagl has fished the Tongariro River
for 36 years. A highly innovative angler and the
author of many articles on fishing and casting
he has been at the forefront of introducing the
Tongariro Roll Cast to Taupo anglers.

The Tongariro River has been the birthplace of
many fly-fishing it and the g 1y

CAST

for quite a few introductions from other parts
of the fly-fishing world. Just think of the
shooting head, Red Setter wet fly, Globug,
Tongariro bomb, and all the adaptations to
upstream nymphing for migrating rainbow
trout. All these can be traced to this famous
river and all of them during the thirty-six years
that he has fished there.

TIMING OF DAY:

= Meet at the Whakapumautanga Downs Learning Centre (Classroom), Tongariro
National Trout Centre at 10.30am (4kms South of Turangi).

* Introduction and Video

» Demonstration of cast at the Upper Birch Pool

* Lunch at 12 noon at the Classroom (Rolls, coffee and tea can be pre-ordered at a small
cost or you can bring your own lunch).

= Depart for the Tongariro River for instruction 1pm (location for instruction will be
decided on the day as it will depend on the wind direction & a location that will least
interfere with other anglers)

CONDITIONS:

= Limited to 20 Anglers {on a first in first serve basis)

* Making a donation will secure your booking

= For cancellations, refunds will be given up to 10 September (No refunds after this date).

* Anglers must supply all their own gear, waders, typical Tongariro rod with a “long belly” WF or Double Taper
floating line and small well treated indicators (No flies or bombs are needed as this cast is difficult enough to
learn without the handicap of weighted flies).

Note: The clinic is not suitable for fly casting beginners. It is an advanced cast, which is a lot easier to leamn if
the double haul is already part of an angler’s casting routine.
‘Thank you for supporting the Tongariro National Trout Centre Society’

The Tongariro Roll Cast is the latest contribution to
Jlyfishing that bas come from this illustrious water.

In conjunction with the Tongariro National Trout Centre Society,
= Herb Spannagl will underiake a casting clinic on 15 Sep!ember 2007
(back up date 16 September for:bad, weatherj
erb has kindly donated his time to conduc




By Kim Alexander-luria
Kifm ss our Programme
Munuger, Community
Relutions for the Taupo
Fishery Area

‘Top: Dan Kustard (right)
svith Dale Bustand & Scon
work on the fish piss clissplay.

Photo by: Bive Conley
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Helping trout climb to new heights

he lite cycle of irout requires that

they move up rivess and streanis

fron1 Iake Taupo in the winter to
spawn. While in the rivers, trout travel
long clistances to their spawning gtounds.
Tt is fonunate that the Taupo region has
a large number of streanis and rivess that
provide high quality habitat. However
it is viral for the ongoing welfare of the
fishery that we ensure tiout have access
o as much spawning ground as possible
and young fsh have the opportunity ©©
seek and find suitable habit in which
to feed and grow.
Lnsuring access for trout can mean
removing log jams and the build up of
natural debris in waterways, perhaps
after a storm or flood, 11 may also mean

ensuring that strean1 mouths do not
get blocked by a build up of sand and
therefore prevent fish from entering
the srean1. However, often it is man-
made obstacles that impede access for
fish upstream, especially read culverts,
foids, weirs, dams and water intakes.

In these instances allowing fish te pass
upstream can be achieved by modity
ing culverts and weirs or insralling fish
passes. Within che ‘Faupo trout fishery
area, there are 23 culverts that cross
spawning srreams.  These are mainly
road cubverts muade of concrete with
a couple constiucted of steel and alu-
ninium, & of these have been modified
to correct features that siopped spawn-
ing t1owt. An illustration of a culvert
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Our rods are custom made
to your specification

All our rods are I:;nd crafted here in
New Zealand and are available in range
from 7°6” to 10°0” line weights from
#3 to#12asa?2,3,4 orS piece.

Lo

‘f" i1 4| 14 i
Contact us or one of our retailers,
and we can discuss the fishing you do and

the rod you require.

Tailor made... custom made. The only
rod of it’s kind in the world.

OUTLETS: Sporting Life Turangi,
Mooses Sportsworld Palmerston North

CROSBYGARRET FLY RODS
Jcrosbygarret.co.nz
Ph: 06 355 1429 Fax: 06 355 1427

that allows tish to pass under a »0ad is (Picture 1),

Such culverts need 10 be designed so that they allow
enough fllow and depth of water for fish to swim
through with suitable resting places. Culverts need
to be constucted so that entry is below the level of
the stream and not “perched” higher and extending
out over the stream. Some culverts can become
“perched” over time due to erosion at the down-
stream end and once this happens, fish are unable
to enter, ‘This can be remedied by installing a weir
dowastream of the pipe made of rocks, wood or
concrete.  This weir raises the water level to a suf
ficient heighr to enable tish to swim info the culvert
Suitable pools created by weirs also provide enough
water depth so that tout can jump or propel them-
selves into the culvert.

Inside the culvert, haftles can be installed at an angle
to the water flow and across the width of the culvert.
These hatties or ladders deepen the flow and break
the current assisting fish ro pass, particdlaily in times
when siream flow is fow.  ‘They also create areas
where fiish can hold up for a time to rest.

Other designs are used for nauve tish and vary
depending on the swimming and climbing abilitics of
the various specics

As fish passage is such a crucial and imponaot pait of
the life of tiout, it is appropriae tha we show how

this is achieved by a display at the Tongariro National



Top opposite page:
(icture 1) A culvere thac
allows fish to

pass under a road.

Right: (Picwre 2) 0
Auckland Regional Council
fish pass display. Theculvert
is essentiully cut in half hori-
zomally to provide a view
of the interior. A similar
concept will be used for the
display cu the trout centres

Trout Centre. The centre’s primary

fecus is education, whether it is educat-
ing the public about the wild fishery,
the imperance of goed water quality,
lishing as a recreation, or the impos
tance of fish nat being prevented rom
reaching crucial spawning and reating
habitat. @ver 50.000 visitors enjoy the
centre each yeae

The Beparunent of Conservatien admin-
isters the Freshwater Fisheries Regulatiens
which require people building culverts
daras and weirs (0 provide suitable fish

passage whaever eequived.

Part of the werk of the Taupo Fishery

Area team in managing the tiowt fishery

is te check culvests and other stream

obstacles en a regular basis. Culverrs

are checked yearly, and more regu-

larly aftev heavy rain, fooding or slips.

®ngoing maintenance checks need te

be made to ensure:

e baffle condition is adequate

o dewermine and check adequate flow

o there are ne log jams upstream or
debris bleckages



28

e any pools created are of adequate
depth

e check steepness

* no “perched” culvens due to erosion
under owlet of pipe

An udditionul issue for fishery man-
agement is tha if fish pile up below a
culvert due 10 not being able 1o pass
upstream. they hecome an Casy tnger
for poachers.

The new display to be installed wt the
Tangariro National Troumt Cenwre has
been designed 10 show haw fish can
pass through a culver: or weir  The
cound culvert is cut horizontally in half
80 Msitors ¢an see inside it liom the
viewing pknform. looking down into
the interior and waich as the fish make
their way through. A similar display
has been consuucied by the Auckland
Regional Council (Pictures 2).

The display demensirates a manage
ment too! tha is usexd 1o fook after the
Taupo trowt fishery to help ¢nsure its
suskinability. 1L also shows that, in an
often unnatural man-made worldl. we

¢an still make allowances and find ways
10 ¢nsure nature is able to funciion.
There was an existing display at the
centre, however it did not adexquately
tell ihe story. Frame Group Limitexd from
Aucklund was commissioned 10 provicle
the technical specificutions for the fish
pass. Tenders were sought to build the
fish pass and Dan Bustard Comracting
from Waihi was awarded the contract.
Now that we had the design and the
builder we needed funding. Ken
Kimmins. Administration Manager
from the Tongariro Nuational Trout
Centie Society sought founding and
was successful in obtaining grants
from the Waikate Catchment Ecologicul
Enhancement Trust, Horizons Regional
Council. Palmerston North and the Lion
Foundation.

Special thanks 10 the society finr sup-
porting this impontant project and 10 al)
the funders that have provided assis-
tance. $So come on down and check
out the new fish pass display o the
Tongariro National T'rout Centre.

Huge display of Caravans
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@pen 7 days
Full dealer facilities
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By julic Greaves

Julic is a ranger responsible
for visitor assets manakement
and is also pariefthe ficld
vperations team

Moorland Contactars,

Nick Doney Qeft) Angusle
Amo,Julic Greaves (ranger),
Retimana Rarehe (hottom
Ieft), Duce August

On the right track

t's that time of year again, where

more anglers head ow on the rivers

to dangle a linc and the traff.c on
fishing tracks increases.
To ensure that anglers have adequate
access along the rivers a contractor is
employed annuaily-at thistime of the ycar
to cut vegetation backand openup tracks
along the Tongariro, Waiotak:, Waimac

Tavranga-Taupo and the linemaiaia
rivers Unfortunately ttack maintenance
along the Waitabanui was delisyed due to
land ownership issues, but much of ttus
has since becn completed.
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The challenge of this task was taken up
by the contractor Moorland Services
from Galatea. Moorland Services isa busi-
ness run by Nick and Tania Doney. Nick
has just recently left the Department of
Conservation where he wis programme
manager in VisitorAssets to go our on his
own and run his own company.

[Ichadateam of five inchiding him,and as
anew contiactor on the scene they were
eager to get smck in and impressWith this

deternination the work wis completed in
a record of 1 week and a halfl

The forecast wasn’t premising for the
time planned to do the contract but
the weather wasn't too harsh on them
and they just missed the heavy rain
and howling winds although Nick still
swears that it is a lot cooler here than
Galatea.

Armed with scrub bars and chainsaws
that fited neatly into a backpack the
workers mowed through the overhang-
ing vegetation and grass in no time. Most
anglers didn’'t mind the disruption of
peace and tranquillity for the roar and
hum of machinery for a few daysso they
could gain casier access to their fivou
rite fishing pools.

A new track has been opened up along
the lower reaches of the Tongariro River
from the Log Pool down to the bottom
of the Bends Pool Small narrow tracks
were originally created by anglers
through this area. But after see the
growing fishing potential on this stretch
of the river and the number of anglers
already trying to sctamble through the
blackberry and willows we decided to
open it up. So now you can walk along
this defined track with waders and
fishing rod without gettiag tangled and
scratched by the blackberry hushesand
other nasty scrub.Access to this track is
off Gtaces Road.

The old four wheel drive ttacks along the
Wiaiotaka and Waimarino have been cut
for walking only as the rivers have eaten
into the banks and driving a vehicle along
these tracks is no longer safe. The team
from Moorland have enjoved their time
working along our famous fishing rivers
and were surprised by the number of
anglers taking the opporiunity Lo enjoy
New Zealand's most popular fresh water
fishety.
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#y Glenn Maclcan

Rangees Dave Conkey (leit)
and Mark Milne promote the
didvmo messige st the Red
Huu carpark.

Photo by:

Kim Aleeader-Turia
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No Didymo!

t is now ncarly 3 years since the invi

sive alga didymo was first discovercd

in the South Island, Yet it has still not
jumpced Cook Strait, The campaign to keep
didymo out of the centritl Nor:h Island has
continued to develop over recent months
andthcere is real hope that that didymo will
not get here, so long as cach of us do our
pat and rigotously clean our gear every
time we have beenina river or lake
However, it also clcear that if it docs
once become established in the North
Island that there is relatively little we
will be able to do to limit its impacts.
A recent simulation of a dictymo find in
the Mangcetepopo River west of Lake
Otamangakau hjghlighted the difficultics
we will have in controlling public access
and how quickly didymo could spread
to the point where eradication became
impossible. Similarly the results of a trial
to control didymo with chelated copper
show that it is likely to only be possible
to cradicate a localised infestation and
only if it is discovered carly before it has
cstablished visible mats However there
are signifiicant detrimental side cffects
including substantial juvenile trout mor
tality downstrcam. 1f there

an option
to cradicate didymo then the ccologi-
cal cost maybe worth bearing but as an

ongoing control method it will be dif
ficult to justify Once the mats are firmly
established it appears copper is unlikely
to achicve a total kill, and so becomes a
control option only Furthermore while
the copper Kills the majority of didymo
when it is in a thick mad. it still requires
a flood to slough it off so in many cascs
there will be little to be gained.

Whaut both the simulation and copper
control trial highiightis the need to have
a regular and comprehensive didymo
in the North
Island with the esults coordinated and
readily at hancl. This way if didymo docs
getacross Cook Straight then ideally it will

monitoring programmec

be detected early in a single site where
cradication is stillan option. Furthermore
through a new web site which coor
dinates and collates the results, we will
within a few hours of a didymo detee
tion be able to show that the rest of the
North Island is didymo fece. In tuon this

provides an opportutiity fer thic Minister
of Biosccurity to immediately declare a
Controlled Arca around the infected site,

rather than waiting for a full delimiting




survey to be carried out and the risk that
the didymo spreads furtherin the mean
time. A Controlled Area is fundamental to
stopping the spread as it allows control of
public access n the infected area There
ar¢ a rnge of options from no access to
some form of permitted access where
if you meet certain conditions such as
how you have cleaned your gear you arc
issued a permit.

In terms of a surveillance programme
recent research at Waikato University
hasdeveloped a technique based around
identifying didymo through its DNA.
This technique is proving very robust
and allows detection at tiny concen-
trtions and the opportunity to readiiy
detect didymo while the incursion is
still at a microscopic level O ver the next
few month’s a number of agencies are
working together to put a coordinated
surveillance programme in place around
the North Island to hopefully ensure
carlly detection of any incursion.

So it is good and bad news. It is clearly
possible to keep didymo.o utof the North
Island if we all rigorously clean our gear
Otherwise it would already be here! This

has to be the main focus for everyone,
clearly the best option is simply to keep

it out. However if didymo does get here
there is a second chance, albeit small
to eradicate it if we find it early, but we
don't want to rcly on this. If didymo i
widely spread then its here to stay and
thatis a very ugly thonght.

What does it mean for you and 17 Clean
your gedr every time you go in freshwa
ter, anywhere, any time, any activity. For
all any of us know didymo could already
be in that stream or lake we are fishing
and we will be the person who spreads
it to another stream before it is detected.
As I've just emphasised, ¥ it is widely
spread when it is lirst found then the
problem has just got a great deal more
difticult. It doesn’t matter that you only
fish the Tongariro River, our chances of
successfully eradicauing diclymo could be
the ditfference in finding a single micro-
scapic detection at the Bridg: Peol versus
fiuding multipie detections spread along
the whole riverItis abow taking personal
responsibili

' for what is important to
you and encouraging your friends 1o do
likewisc Make sure you do your part, we
have one chince at this!

For mote information including the katest
disuibution map log onto wwwbiosecu
ritygovt.nz
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Phato by: Ixwe Cunfey

Yy Davc Contcy
M he rcenty
ippoinicd Comeunity
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Putting the Boot In

cn the question wis raised

with me as © what storics 1

could contribute to the next

issue of Target Taupo I have to admit 1 a
little unsure as to what 1 had to offer. Aftec
ali. Thad only been at XOC for a mauer of
weeks, and didn't leel ! had nnch expe-
ricnce to cely on. My road to Danascus
«xperience occursed while | was partici-
pating in a riveiside didymo awarcness
campaign. 1 became aware of the extent
to which responsible anglers were begins
ition the use of their felt soled

ning to ¢ucs
beoats, cven several anglers who had only
jJust got thcir boots out of the box. As we
sat by the river 1 discussed the spread of
ddymo with our fishery scientist, Michel
Dedualand between his seemingly endless
amwsing anecdotesabout hunting he clab-
ornated on the potential for fcit hoowsas a
vector for didymo

The last issue of faiget Terapio 54 con
tained an article hy Glenn Maclean calked
‘Still No Didymo'. in which he outlined
the need when treating fordidvmototake
extra carein cleiming wading boots,cven
to the extent of freezing them between
trips to the dvee jthought! might be able
to wade into this debate bascd on my
1ccent experiences as a full time fishing
guide in the lacal region, and offer a pee

spective on the wading boot issue

Like many others | had joined the mass
exexlus from the traditional boot footed
wadcr as soon as the evidence was in that
Goretex and similar products offered a
virble,comfortabic aternative to the heavy
and relatively cumbersome, neopr:ne
baoottoot. I folowed the rising teend to
match my new stockingfiootwaders witha
pairof feltsoled wading boew.and enjoyed
the extia grip and siability they ollered.
Howcver, baving got increasingly tired of
having 10 r-solc my boots after every | 08
days or so. 1 eventully plucked up the
coutige to try a n:latively new product on
the miufict. a rubber soled wading boot
with a'movable screw'-in studs Having not
locked backsinee. | thought 1could ofter
somc insights for thase ather anglers who
nay be thinking its time for a new puir of
boots. but aie wnsun? if rubber soled boots
ae what they are looking for.

This 15 notan attempt to discre:dit the use
of frlt soled boots, which [ <:m personally
autest offer exccllent geip in mest wading
situations.but rather seeks to support the
use of modern rubher soled boats as a
credible alternative They do still necd
10 bt rigorously cicitned 10 prevent the
threat of didvymo infection, but they have
1he henctit of not utilising felt,one of the
most problematic mateeials in the battle
against the spread of didymo, After ali if



widing studs

didyma gets here wemaynot need an sort
of fincy wading hoot because didymo is
very casy to walk on, its just you wont
wint to go fishing anyway.

1o illustcre my argument, I have hroken
the debate down into several components
which I think are crilical to the issue.cost,
durahility, and most importantly, grip. I'll
try 10 look at cach issue sepanitcly. but
there is sone Crossover, < maximising
onc of thes¢ components gencrally me:ns
compiomising one or both of the others

From what I see looking around the tocal
tackle shops, theee is little to differenti
ate between fek and cubher boots from
it straight out ¢ost comparison. In each
Case, there are boots on the market at a
varfety’ of prices..At the end of the day,
you can spend up to $400 dollars, and
find rubber or fclt soles at each priice
point along the way. For me, the arca in
which rubber soles begin to develop an
cdge s in regiud 10 costs after purchase.
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Fel soles in my experience need to be
replaced after every 100 days or so.As fielt
ages ivseems to compact as well as wezag
and loses its edgc over ruhber in terms
ot stright out grip-ability. If you don't
a'place it regularly. at acost of up to $80
4 pop, felt can quicldy become: a liability
far the wading angler. It no longer grips
well on slimy rocks whilst retaning the
genceral disadvantage felts have on mud
or smootb surfaces. What you can end
up with is a product which has nonc of
its original advantages, whilst retaining
its original disadvamages. Felt hoots on
mud can be lik¢ rollcr skates on ice, This

eltect canbe mitigated toa limited extent
by the purchase of felt solcs with studs
insericd in them, but in my expericnce
these: stud ace too small to have any sig
nilicant impact on muddy tracks

The durabllity of rubber soles is one of the
areas in which they shine by compindson
to fclt in my opinion. Rubber soles, and
those tradisonally pliced on the soles of
ncoprene wading boots, have up until
recently been made from hard rublee
and plastic compounds designed to olter
maximum durability, huw this tends to
diminish their gipability. Modem ntbber
compaounds have changed thishoweveras
compounds developed fir industrial uses
have ciossed over into the recreational
mirket As Graham Whynva from Sportng
lite explancd to me. the eadicr rahber
compounds, known s gristle. were devel.
oped for use an surfaces like concrete
floors, und wearability was the significant
driving fictor in their design. Modern
cihher wading soles have driaan heavily
from the construction industry; which
has developedd sofier nitrile compounds
dusigned to grip on wet smooth surfaces
such as steel and roofing iron.Another
sporung endeavour which heavily relies
on thuse nitrile compounds is the sport
of sock climbing. These compounds have
proved ideal fer wading applications, offer-
ing vastly improved peip whilst still cetain
ing thar edge in durahilicy. | persontily
have a pair of rubber soled wading boots
which have had over 400 days wesr and
tear on them.The original nipples on the
soles have been worm as smootlh as gliss,
vet they saill offer excellent grip on clcan,
slime frec rocks like you are likely to tind
in the tupo region in winter, after a fresh
has scmibbed the rocks dean of periphy.
ton. However without their nippled sokes,
they now ae as treacherous an muddy
banks as a regular pitir of fielts, but the big
dificrence is that this can be easily over-
comc by the addition of some scre w-in
stanless or wngsten stid sThese hae he
advantage: of being higger than the suds
in felt soles, and offer some naldistic grip
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eaning felt solcs

‘The difficulty with cleaning felt soles for didymo is that the various decontaminat-
ing agents are not n:adily absorix::d theeugh the felt and so viable didymo cells may
emain cven afker prolonged soaking

tHenee the preferred cleaning method is feeezing the boots or immersing in hot
wincr (45C) lor 40 minutes.

However it is important to recognise that there is added risk with any boots with
absosbent matcrial uppers or linings idc the boot For this reason it is recom-
mended you freere amy wading Doots - beter sale thim sorry,




BY John Gibbs

Tep: Waitahanui River
Mouin, 29 February 2004,
lake levd 357.282m,
Photo by: John Gibbs

The Straight Returns

rguably the most iconic image

of the 'laupo fishery is the

Yicket Fence at the mouth of the
Waitahanui River Rows of anglers. lined
up shoulder 10 shoulder silhouetted in
the sctting sun create the most lasting
memories of the fishery for many
Integral to this scence is The Straight: a
long streich of civer flowing from the
highway bridge parallel 10 the road and
scparated from the lake by a narrow spit
of sand before spilling intoThe Rip. The
Steaight is probably the most heavily
fished stretch of water in the fishery
as scores of anglers manocuvee to get
first crack at the fresh-run rinbows
that choke its length as they start their
spaswvning migeation.
l'er as long as there have been trout in

Like Taupo the lower Waitahanui River

has been a fishing mecca. Ever since,
it has been a special place for woglers
from all backgrounds. Many Taupo
angling authoiss, such as Budge [Hintz,
Kcith Draper. John Parsons, Peter Gould
and Gary Kemsley, cut their fishing teeth

on the Waitahanui and wrote fondly of it

and its chacacters. For tangata vwhenua
it has become a place not only for recre-
adon, but alse a valuable food source.

The sand bar or spit that creates The
Straight is actually the product of a
phenomenon called longshore  drift.
Prevailing southwesterly winds drive
currents northwirds up the lakecowards
Wharewika Point. Coupled with strong
waves on this exposed shore, the cur
rents winnow sand from the beaches to
the south and wash it northwards, The
river (Jow emerging from the Waitahanui



March 10 2006.spit

approximately S6m long lake
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leveld 3370400

Phete by: Jehn Gibes

interrupts this current, creating a back
eddy to the south which causes some of
the sand to settle Gradually this builds
up a sand bar,exposed as lake levels fall,
which steadily pushes the river mouth
further north. Eventually the river iakes
a long straight course paraliel to the
shore before finally breaking out into
the lake.

It’s tempting to think The Straight has
always been there unchanged over the
years,but this isn't so. There is some cvi-
clence that at times long past, the river
actually filowed north some 3 km, as fir
as Five Mile Bay.before entering the lake.

Very recent history' also shows us that
theriver flowed ditectly from the bridge
to the kike with no Staight intervening.
Mostlyr these changes have beendue to
natural causes - jake levels, storms and

{loods - but not always. In the 1950s the
Ministry of Works built a rock groync to
protect the highway about 300 metres
north of the bridge. This turns the river
towards the kike and has krgely deter
mined where the mouth lies since. But
at times, the river has simply kinked
around this obsracle and continued its
course up as firas the old Crystal Brook
lodge at the northern end of the settle
ment. Years ago, while digging through
some old Wildlife Service files, I came
across an official report written in the
1930s by one of the eariy Taupo fishery
rangers. Gerry Potts. He records some-
what indignantly, that he came across
two Maori youths who had dug through
the base of the spit, diverting the river
directly into the lake in order to plant
potatoes on the dry land thus exposed.



Southern Lake Taupo
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Invest in Paradise.
3 deutie ®dims. 2

£ sthrms,  Jaree  Ining

M a/ed, medern kitchen,
©OsY weod bume...the
fist  continues..lorge
slingle garage and boat
port, Walking distance
from the Lake and only
1hr from the ski fietds.
Life couldn't be better.
(252078)

Price $495,000

Stephen Sanderson
| MO27 472 5363

B O7 386 0030

Secluded river: retreat.

TONGARIRO RIVER _ WAITETOKO - AUCTION

Lo v - =
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www.bayleysturangi.co.nz

The spacious open plan
living flows to- private

| 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms,
formal lounge, rumpus
room  with  bthrm
plus  double  garage/
workshop, (11564490)

Price $460,000
Lynette Baker

M 021 490 299

Sharon Knight

M O21 408 023

THTS couL.D Be You!

Book a Holiday Home for your next stay in the Lake Taupo
region from Acacia Bay to Whareroa,

£, We have a extensive selection ef units and

| BAYLEYS

Great K|wi bach with a
difference.  Expansive
lake views from upper
level wihin 3 bediooms,

e bathroomy, apen  Han

living, log fire, large
decks, Downstairs
seif comained #lat wilh
modem bathreom

| M and laundry. Tandom

garage for doat,
{11522961)

Price $479,000
Karen Rea

M 027 693 2748
Rod Dear

M 027 556 6737

19 Wailetakn Koad

The appeal of
Waterfront in sunny
Waltetoko, on the
Eastein  Shores of
Lake Taupa Featuring
3 deuble bdrms Plus
buak roam, separate
dining & living areas,
Ample paiking on this
lovely site for cars &
he boat. {11591283)

Auction On site
2pm Sun 2110.07

S Sharon Knight

M 021 408 023
Peter Battell
M 027 448 0050

houses

#: available From $80 to $400 per night (plus charges)

=

Bayleys Turangi
Phone 07 388 5360

www.bayleysturangi.co.nz

Westerman Property Solutions Taupo
Phone: 07 378 6163
www.holidayhomestaupo.co.nz

WESTERMAN REALTY LTD MREINZ
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Seprembee 26 2006.5Pi
approxinatcly 25083 Jong,
Take level 356.87 o
Phete by: John Gibbs

He names once of the culprits as Taxi

Kapua. Taxi Jater became a respected
Tuwharctoa Kaumatua and has since
passed away. But U'll never forget his
lawughter and delight when, years later,
I presented him with a copy of Potts’
report,

The one cvent most contemposary
anglers will remember is the great leap
ycur flood of 28:29 February 2004
Overnight this caused the Waitahanui to
cut its way through the base of the spit
and run direculy into Lake Taupo. Many
people, fearing the new course wits pee
nianent. decried the loss of a wondcr
ful angling opportemity: There were aull
sorts of suggestions how to restore The
Straight. mostly requiring substantial
intervention with excavating machin-
ery and huge quantitics of rocks and
gabions

Overthe vears | had watched the move-
menes of several Taupo river mouths,
hanui, Waihaha and
Whanganui and hacd come to the concli

especially the Wait:
sion that they were naturally dynamic
and had patterns that tended to repeat.
I have a crude understanding of the
hydrological processes involved and
was not as convinced as some that this
wis i permanent change. Periodically
then, 1 made a photogeaphic log of the
Wiitahanui River mouth which has cap
tured its gradual re-establishment.

The photos with this article show the
initial river breakout on 29 lebruary
2004, :vllowed by a slow rebuilding of
the spit up until March 2006. when it
was only 50 metes long. An apparent
spurtingrowthoccurred from late 2006,
likely boosted by a period of steadily
falling lake level. By March this year the



August 15 2007.spit
wpproxinunety 400m Jong,
lake level 356 79, The
highway groyse: which nsed
to define the: rivee ntowh is
in the centre of the pictare
opposite the long deiveway.
Pheto by: John Gibbs

spit was approximately {00 metres long,
exrending up to the site of rhe fornter
Waitahanui service station.

The Straight now extends some dis
rance north of where rhe river mouth
was when it broke through in Febru ary

2004. As the channel stabilises trout

TOLL FREE 0800 270 222

HAMILLS
Hav Bay

106 Nelson 1271 Fenton
Street, Hastings  Street, Rotorua
7177 Ph 07 348 3147

HAMILLS
Rotorua

Kilwell 6'6" 2 piece rod.

HAMILLS
TAURANGA
Cameron & 9th

Ave, Tauranga Nelson
Ph 07 578 0995 Ph 03 548 1708
= Shimano Eclipse 6’ 1 piece rod.
.'.( TR200G reel. 100m leadline and backing. .

HAMILLS
NELSON
83 Bridge St,

KILWELL Ready to fish,

| Newzektino Hamills Special €3
Alvey 456 reel. 100m leadline and {Moaocher reel also
backing. Nz favourite setup. :
Free Tassie Devil Lure.

@ available as alternative],
el

Alvey BE Model
$139.99 complete

TiCA 90" /
4 piece carbon. g
Fly rod #6/7. TICA
large arbor fly reel
with Genesis flyline
and backing. Free
tube and reel cover,

Hamills Price €F 225D

Vision 3. Zone 90" 3 piece.
Hi Modulas med/fast 7584

Cortland latge arber fly o
reel. Coitland flyline and _,
backing. A N

Free rod tube.

- Hamills Special

Ron Thompson Aquasafe
3 layer breathable wader plus
Abrams Creek wading boot.

* Normally $429 Save $130

| Hamills Special @
3 o -

Nylon / PVC hi
wader @

Nylon / PVC chest

Kilwell 3mm
Neoprene chest
wader,

Under ¥ Price

HAMILLS

lies become established and alreaciy this
winter The Straight has shown signs
of its former angling glory After just 3
vears, what may have scemed to have
been the sad demise of once of the most
treasurced places in the Taupo lishery has
instcad witnessed its retuen.

e
HAMILLS

TRUSTED SINCE 1955

Shimano Eclipse 6'6"

1 piece rod. TR100G reel.

20m leadline and backing.
i Ready to fish,

Hamills Special

Kilwell TiCA 8°

2 piece carban rad.
T.CA Sculptor ceel.
> 12 ball bearings Deluxe ji
Left hand available,

Hamills Special €xi50
SHIMmANO. -~

Shimano Catana 6'0"
Graphiterod. Shimano
Callisto 100 reel. FREE braid

Hamills Special €QLEXD [
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Hunting &Fishing
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Two top brands join forces
Py 9 R

Hunting & Fishing*®
NEW ZEALAND
Hunting & Fishing New Zealand, now with
26 stores nationwide, is constantly looking at

upgrading and offering the best brands to their
valued customers. -
“We want to be the best hunting and fishing and ~ +_ %
outdoor stores in New Zealand, and we want
the best brands for our customers, so it seemed
natural to choose Sage as our preferred premium A -
fly rod” says Mike Stent of Fly & Gun Hunting #~
& Fishing New Zealand, Taupo. s T 22

—"— 7 —

z “Hunting & Fishing New Zealand staff have the
expertise and ave out there doing it, so it seemed a
natural progression to make Sage available in all

' Hunting & Fishing New Zealand stores. The fact that

f’» we can offer 182 different Sage rods from price levels

of $285 for the Launch Series to $1300 for the TCR
means special orders will be imported every fortnight

at Hunting & Fishing New Zealand” — Don Fraser,

Sage New Zealand.

.
?
e Think Sage.
Think Hunting & Fishing
New Zealand.

Hunting & Fishing
New zealand

4‘ a

Zpu_.'.ce F‘“'!'§_9?4:.99
4 picce Fom$1299.99

26 Hunting & Fishing New Zealand Stores Nationwide
Freephone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz
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Hunting & Fishing®

NEW ZEALANDPD New zealand

Efectric 1105

| The most populy Souity erosic. The 1 %

. dia bosinkskeacopes 1 60° for iatexva
reon), and OCiianess L 36" for storane. Makes
agrea: gt ngger partioulary when

FREE gedred with a Scolty No. 1085 svivel nicunt

10lb Scotty Trolling |\ "
{ Lead Ball Weight (valued Elgghm 1116 60 Telescopmg

at $59.99) with any
of these popular
maodels. ..

Paut ‘Wooley’ Woolhouse - owns Napier
Guns and Tacke Hunting & Fishing New
2ealand andloves to get out fishing when
the weather s tike this Taupo day!
Downriggers make it possible to present a trolled
lure at the exact depth needed, then once hooked the
fight is more exciting as downrigger compalible tackle
is lightweight. With over 50 years of manufacturing
experience, the Scotty cempany of Biitsh Columbia,
Canada has perfected Downrigger design and backs this
up with a lifeime warranty — also the best in the business!

Matt Watson Trout Jig Upgrade combo
{Light Tackle Saltwater also)
My Traut Jigging comba doubles up for saltwater use as the addition oi the Ragala
8:3id it comes spoled with, means not only more tesl atihe business end for soft
taking lraul, but enaugh fish landing pewer tor hors:2 snapper and rat kingtish!
Y Myupgrade rod is the ultimate blend of strengih and seositivity—Shimang's
‘ ‘1 Gatana 7° 2 piece (46%g rated) graphile jig. Shimano's wverheaé casting and
V] jigeing reels are tegendaty, but the Coivaius. 200 is acul abave with 3SS ARS ball
v b bearings plus 1SS roller bearing. 5.2:1 gearing, rugged cast alloy construction.
'lA(’K]‘ l alloy spoal. Shimano Variable Brake System and more.

0"“];1“ | ‘Choose what | use!

Catana / Corvalus Trout / Light Tackls Jig Combo $249-99

- Spon!ed with Rapala Titenium Super Braid

BONUS —Matts sistish Shimano isiing ‘Spray Jacket — valmdatSBS-GS
i

26 Hunting & Fishing New Zealand Stores Nationwide
Freephone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz
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Oy Michel Dedual
Michel iy vur
FisheryArea Scientist

Tep: Michel up close and
personal with a giunt pike

Bringing the Taupo Fishery
to Denmark

n Junc 1 attended the 7th Conference

on Fish Telemetry held in Denmark,

The dictionary tells us that telemerry
is a technology that allows the remote
measurement and reporting of informa-
tion. Telemetry comes from the French
word téléméltre derived from Greck roots
tele = remote, and metron = measure,
Télémétres were first uscd by the French
artiliery te measure distances between
the cannons and their target. Nowadays
telemetry has many more peaceful appli-
cations. Without telemetry it would be
impossible to make a reliable weather
forecast but it is also uscd in many other
diverse activities like the car industry,
intelligence, medicinc, business, water
management, farming andanimal and bird
studies Here in Taupo we use it to study

fish bchaviour, following their movement
through the use of ¢fifferent types ol elec-
tronic 1ags.

"I'he conference took place in Silkeborg
situated in the lake districts in central
Dcenmark. The venue was the Banish
National lnstitute of Freshwater Rescarch.
The conference attracted 178 participants
from 24 countrics who shared an inter
est in how telemetry could be applicd
to fishery research. The methodologies
described ranged from what we might
term conventional tosome best described
as scicnee fiction type experiments.

In the science fiction department the
most original innovation is probably
the development of what is called the
“business cactt tag”. This tag shortly to



Enwmaace of the aguarium

at the Danish Enstituie of
Freshwawer Reseuech where
the 71h Fish Telemetey
Coaference 1ok place,
Phete by: Michl! Dedual

be released on the marketactsasa to

mitter and 4 receiver at the same time.
What are the advantages of such a tag
you may ask? Well, this means that the
tagged fish becomes a mobile receiver
to track other fish.and will go where the
“action” is, With traditional fixed receiv
erssuch as those we used in Lake Taupo,
we can only obtain signals when the
fish were close by, but we can’t describe
what fish are doing when they were
out of range of the receiver Business
card tags on the other hand will allow
researchers to follow fish more closely
and over very large areas or depths that
couldn’t be covered by arrays of fixed
receivers.

The description of salmon movement in
the North Pacific Ocean is a good illus-
tration of the advantage of using busi-
ness card tags. Salmon roam very widely
in the northem Pacific Ocean over
vast areas many times larger than New
Zealand. They need to follow schools
of crustaceans and small pelagic fish to
feed and grow, much like rainbow trout
need to follow smelt in Luke Taupo.
Deploying arrays of receivers to try to
track tagged salmon over such an area

is unrealistic. However, the Dusiness

card tag is in itself not the answer either,
because in its current size it is too big to
f.tto a salmon.

This is where it gets cleveeSalmon in the
sea are themselves a fitvourite prey sought
by many otheranimalsTherefore it is pos.
sible to describe the movements of sakmon
by ttacking an animal which follows and
preys on the salmon. The salmon shark
is an obvious candidate, it is big enough
to carry the 200 geam tag and there are
plenty of them In 1989, the abundance
of salmon shatks Gamna ditropis) in the
North West Pacific was estimated to be
at least 2,000.000 1ish. The author of the
study estimated that these salmon shatks
could consume berween 76,000,000 and
146,000.000 salmon per yearIhat's about
12.6% to 25.2% of the total annual run of
Pacific salmon.

‘I'he salmon shark is not only a salmon
predator and large, it also displays a par
ticularly useful swimming behaviour.
Salmon sharks like many other shark
species swim most of the time with their
dorsal fin emerging out of the waterThis
triangular piece of the shark body out
of water provides an ideal tag anchor-
ing point for a GPS as GPS are uscless
under the water, The GPS is the size of
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© 2004 Canadian Shark Research Lab

Shark carrylng a GPS
anchored on ity back.ds the
shark svims the GPS wilk flea
and location of e shark will
be wansmittexl through the
acrial visible at the left hand
sidde extremiey of the “cigar”
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Shark clamp

4 Cuban cigar and records the shark's
position with great precision. The cigar
will record and transniit the shark loca-

tion to the biologist's computer via sat-
ellite.

In addition to the GPS a “business card
tag” attached to the shark will scan and
record if any salmon carrying an acous-
tic tag siniilar to those we used in Taupo,
are close by the shark. The combina-
tion of GPS and business card on the
shark and acoustic tag in salmon will
allow researchers to explore fascinat-
ing aspects of the sharksalmon inter-
actions as well as track the movements
of salmon across huge distances. For
exaniple it will be possible to determine
if salmon travel in schools, if sharks
follow the same group of salmon, and
what the behaviour of the salnion is in
the presence of the shark.

An always challenging task fer technol
ogyis the miniaturisation of the existing
equipment to broaden its application
for use with smaller fish. It was however
interesting to learn that for the first time
technology has reached a limit in the
mirdaturization of acoustic transmitters.
According to the lcading manufacturers
these are unlikely to beconle substan-
tially smaller, at least in the foreseeable
future. ‘i’he reason is quitc simple; it is
difficult to produce 4 loud nois¢ with a

small device.

Another tack is to cnlarge the scale at
which research could be carricd out.
‘The most anibitleus project presented
at the conference is the Occan Tiacking
Network. The idea behind this is the
deployment and coocdination of arsays
of receivers in shallow water (< 300m
deep) worldwide that should allow
tracking fish roaming anywhere in the
oceans. Such arrays of receivers have
already been installed along'tlu: west
coast of North America and will eventu-
ally cover the Pacific comiinental shelf
from California to Alaska. Parts of the
Canadian Atlantic, Hawaiian Islands,
South African and Australian coasts are
also involved Arrays of reccivers are also
planned to be installed in Europe,and in
the Strait of Gibraltar between Europe
and Africa No doubt that if thls works
the next logical step will be tracking in
deep water Some fish biologists will be
satisficd only when fish can be tracked
anywhere in the oceans like animals can
be tracked anvwherce out of water.
There was also a consensus aniongst
scientists present that substantial gains
in our understanding of fish and fisk:
eries could be achieved if telemetry is
combined with other technology. Fish
physiology, behaviour, molecular genony
ics, and limnology are some ¢xamples
of technologies that could be integratedl
into telemetry.

“This multidisciplinary approach to study
fish biology hasalready been undestaken
here in Taupo through the adult trout
acoustic tracking work. In Denmark I
presented results looking at swimming
and thermorcgulation in adult trout
during a period of ¢xceptional condi-
tions that existed in the lake at the same
tinie. The full details of this work will
be revealed in the next issue of Jarget-
Taupo.All in all it was another very inter
esting and stimulating conference about
technologies which pose huge poten
tial to turther our understanding of the



WHEN THE WORLD’S PREMIER
MANUFACTURER OF FLY LINES
IS THIS PRECISE . ..

AN ONE ADVANTAGE

444SL Precision Trout Hi-Vis 4-7.5# (Half weights available) Cortland 444 SL Precision® Tapers are an exciting new line of species

4445l Precision Stillwater 6-8# specific fly lines designed to turn over flies perfectly, accurately, every
444SL Precision Clear Camo 6-9# time. Important new features of the Precision Tapers include (on

444sL Precision Big Fly 8-10# some models) the availability of half weight line sizes, two tone for

- ‘ easy pickup identification and an exciting new taper design called

" 2 the rocket2. Driven by the tremendous diversity of fly rod actions,
5 : J fly anglers will now be able to more precisely match their fly line
weight to their rod's action. A color change has also been included,
indicating the maximum load point for easy pickup. Finally, Cortland,
the innovator of the original Rocket taper, now introduces the Rocket2
taper design — more weight up front for directional stability, with a long
front taper for delicate, precise presentations backed up by an extra
long back taper for maximum aerialization.

Graeme Sinclair with his 11 pound South Westland brown trout caught
on a G.Lovmis 8wt GLX Rod, Shimano BioCraft 7/8 LA reel, Cortland
555 Line.

JStributec by Bouglas _on 1e Real Deal-




By Julic Greaves

Top: Conteactors nake short
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work of <leacing the tex:
Photo by: Jutte Greaves

n June 3, after wild night of

stormy weather and a mering

of gusty winds two anglers
found themse:lves in anawkward sicaation.
‘They had risen ¢arly to go to their favou-
vite fishing spet before heading 0 work.
But once finished and starting fer work
they found themselves trapped by a large
tr¢e that had fullen across the exit toad
At the same time at the DOC eftices in
Turangi I was preparing to meet con-
tractors who had driven down from
Murupara to cut the angler access tiicks.
I had printed off maps and was planning
to start work on the upper Tengarire
River and work our way d ownstream.
Meanwhile besides having a good
excuse not te trn up to work that day
and continue fishing, the two trapped
angicrs decided to ring DOC Fishery
Area te tepont their problem and sec if
we could be of any assistance

I was just heading our the door when
the call came for help. With the con-
tractors in tow it was obvious what the
solutien was. Within five minutes myself
and a ute full of five eager centractors
keen to impress on their first day on the
job were at the fallen tree¢ on the Blue
Poel road. The job was attacked with
twe chainsaws and the trce removed in
a matter of minutes The twe stranded
anglers were then able to drive their
vchiclesthrough and turn up to work on
time.It's not always possible to respond
to fallen trees quite so quickly but I'm
sure these anglers appreciated the help.
A big thanks to Meorkind Coutracters
fortheir prompt services

Although we umdertake surveysand track
inspections regularly: we do appreciate
information and phone calls rcgarding
fallen trees or washed out angler tracks.
Please call the DOC oftice on 07 3868607
or Juiic Greaves on 07 386G 9268



HY Uhicy. DePetris

Thea was the ¢ducator
responsivle for deveioping
Twupo ferromorrow, the cdu
ation programne Jocsned it
the Tongariro National 1'rout
Cunee (TNTC), Wondeeful
Wi was Thea's final contribw

tion betore she left ws in july,

Temporary Tducatoc Bave
Conley compleiing a
disscetion of a trout.

Photoby:
Kine Afexander-Yieria

Wonderful Wai

- Collaboration in Action

ow to involve Jocal schools

from the Taupo district with

the Taupo for Tomorrow cdu-
cation programmc? This is the question
I remember repeatedly asking myself
when [ {irst came on boand as educator
at the'Trout Centre.

BDuc to the firat that many school groups
come to the Central Platcau for a weck
long camp expericnce and arclooking for
activitics to undertake, the Trout Centre
has becn visited by schools from all
over the North Island. Piior to the cont
mencement of faupo for Tomorrow these
schools were able to patticipate ina tour
and {ish ou cxperience aranged by the
‘Tongariro Nationai Trout Centre Socicry:

However, after talking to a few teachers
from local schools. I soon rcalised that
most schools trom the Taupo District
were not visiting the TNTC. This was of

Taupo ?@;

District Council

concern to me because many of these stu-
dents will become the long:term residents
of laupo,whose decisions may impact the
distriat’s treshwater resource and fishery:
‘Therefore, [ decided to find a way to get
the local schools invokved with the pre-
gtamme. At the sume time it just SO hap
pened that Chris‘lodd an ¢ngincer from
Taupo Distirict Council Infrastructurc
Scrvices was thinking abowt an educa-
tionai initiative to help minimise storny
water pollution into Lakc ‘1impo. Aftcr
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Class from Walpabils Schoal,
TauPo alter participating on
the wonder ful Wi
preffimmc

Pioto by: Thea DePetris
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much discussion between the two of
us, we decided thitt trout and the Taupo
Fishery could be used as an excecllent
taol to teach students aboutthe eflects of
storntwater pollution and the wiys which
it c:m be minimized, Thns, a joint educa
tional venture (cailed Wondcerful Wai)
between Taupo lor Tomorrow imd the
Taupo District Council was established.
The Wonderful Wai programme is split
nto wo separale learning progrimmes,
cachdclivered in alternate years. it one
of Wonderful Wai is currently being taught
to Year 3/4 students. It explores the key
themes of resowrce use, the water ¢ycle.
and cultural uses of fieshwater, Next year,
pirt two will he delivered to Year 5/6
students, where they will revisit the cul-
tural uses of water in our community and
then examine how human impitets aff'ect
this resource and the ways 10 minimize
the detrimental effects. “The overall aim
of both these programmes is to help stu
dents 830 an appreciasion of the Tanpo
freshwater environment and 1o minimize
their impacts on the resource.
WONDERFUL WAL HAS [FIVE
MAIN COMPONENTS:

1. Teacher workshop with Taupo for
Tomorrow cducator,

2. Educational resource Kit related to
‘Faupo’s freshwater environment.

3. Each class receives a fully funded foeld

trip to the Trout Centre for a Timpo for

Tontorcow programmec.

1. Educator support for cach cliss to
develop and implement an action-bascdd
project in relation to the protection of
the freshwater cesour Ce.

5. End of year competition with prizes.
‘I'his joint venture betweenTaupo Disteict
Council and Taupo for Tomorrow makces
good use of the diftiercnt cesources cach
group has available. The council is able
to ke advantage of the programme’s
established classcoom facilieye at the Trout
Centr

and teacher who was aircady
delivering programmes related to pro
tecting fieshwater envitomnents On the
other hand, the extra funding from the
council has enabled Tampo forTomorrow
to become involved with each of the
district’s sixteen primary schools. The
funding is uscd o develop educittionitl
resource mteerial specifically  related
to the Taupo District as well as cover
ingt the transport cost for approxinitiehy:
40 chisses to auend a full day ‘fauio for
TOMOMOW Progrimme every yeie as pant
of their freshwater inquiry unit

The Wondcaiful Wai resourcee Kit Is avail-
uble to any school interested in learning
about LakeTaupo and its associated eco
system, Contact the ' Euupo forTomorrow
cducator to receive your fiee copy.

Primaiy sponsor:

ah

genesis

Tongariro
National Trout
Centre Sociely

o] Conie Socicty

ENERGY
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By Diwe Conley

Dave is acting as the
wemiporars Ldweasor for the
“Faupo for Tomoreow

programime until we neplhee
Thea Derkweis

Mike CJetd) with Rangoee
Callam & ambassador Snowy
from Kacora School and
Glenn Mac lean, Peogranminte:
Manaterrchoical

Support with Kupe the
[EARNZ ambassadorin a
wleconference with studens.
LPlhretoby

Kim Alexanderfuria

59

New Zealand LEARNZ all about trout

« i I'm Mike the LEARNZ. teacher
and we are here on the bank of
the Tongarito River to take you

on aficld teip of the Taupo Fishery™. This is
tepically how every day of {ilming siareed
whie the TEARINZ film crew were in the
arey, and so began an exciting if some
what exhausting weck o f interviews and
activity, all designed to help kids foom all
over New Zealand appreciate just what a
stupendou s resource theTaupo fishery is
LEARNZ is an online education pro
gramme for stuclents in New Zealand.
Through their online “virtual™ field trips.
students sty at school but visit places
they would never otherwise go to and
interact with people they would never
meet.

Day1, 8 August

Day 1 focused on the management of a
wild fishery Our rangers, Callum, Rob,
Dave and John demonstrated a nunber
of management technicques, including
how we go abow electric {ishing, fish
uapping and tagging. Mike Clemens, the
virtual teacher for the LEARNZ primary
progrimme, and Audric McKenzie, the
LEARNZ project manager. videoed cach
activity as we wwent along. Fach video is
edited and uploaded 10 the web at the
cnd of cach day.'T'his enables the students
to keep trick on daily eveats. There are
also two live audio conferences per day

where students ire (uestions 10 12angers
like the one posed by Karoro School.
“How do you catch the trout and weigh

them without burvting them?”

We had many such exccllentcuestions
fromparticipating schools.ciich one gen-
crated as a response students had from
pre-reading that they undertook before
the virtual field irip started. Students can
pose any further questions they have as
result of the videos and audio confee
cnces through the Ask ar Expert” page
on the LEARINZ wcebsite.

Day2,9 August

On day two Mark Venman and ] took the
LEARNZ. team out into the bush, visiting
the upper Whitikau stream to demon-
strate the abundant wild spawning that
gocs on in theTaupo fishery.The focus of
the day was the ecology of the fishery and
understanding the biology of trout, and
the trip to the grotto was a perfect setting
to cxplain the incredible efforts tront
make to get up our rivers imd streams to
spawn, and what DOC docs to help them
along the wayt We also looked it how we
collect samples for didymo testing of the
‘longariro River, and sctting fyke nets in
Waihi bay for catfish monitoring.
Thebestquestion ofthe day wasAshbuiton
Borough School, “Haow can natice fish be
protected from predators like trowt? How
can you keepr the bafance right between
the natice fish cead ntroctuccd ones?”
Day 3, 10 August

This was a fun day, both for us as pmtici
pants, and for the students at school. We
redlly wanted 10 gCt across our message
thatrecrcational fishingis a really fun activ
ity. and also ¢xplin why we have rules.
This links to the wider concepr of why
docs the Departmemt of Conservation
protect our natural resources?
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when you need to
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THE G4 GUIDE STOCKINGFODTS OFFER MORE
HEAVY DUTY SIAYER GORE-TEX® FABRIC THAN
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Mike Qef) interviews Mark We began the cay by collecting our fyke nets,

Veanan ea Didymo, ishned
Ly Audric McKenzic
Photo by Dace Coute

which contined anumbcer of catfish. We took
these back o the lab and dissected them on
camerq, with Harry and Glenn exphining o
the scdents how we ascertain the sex of
the catfish and sample their dict. It was then
on to the Trout Centr: where we took Mike
Gshing. and mocked up a variety of typical
compliance and law enforcement scenes,
which are an cveryday part of our role. This
allowed John Gibbs in particular, to demon

strate histeuce ability as a wily old poacher. He
wias o convincing we couldn't help thinking
he had done it before!

Day 3's hest question was shared betwecen Made

iy

Karoro School, “Can you explain what
¢ “detritus-hased food chain is?” and
Ashburton Borough “When a tagged [ish
gets canght what bappens o e tag: What

DON’T SPREAD

bappeis if the treul gets ecaten by a shark D IDYMO
or bigger fish?” —Use Studded .47ua.ftu/t4.° Sotes
It was a fun way to cnd what had been an LW to cloan and drzv "M

SIMMS

exceptionally fun and cducational week. GUIDE BOOT

Thanks to all the rangers and staff who par
ticipated, and really entered into the spiritof
things to show the students what a diverse
and interesting job we have in managing

StMMs L2™
LIGHTWEIGHT BOOT

the fisheryYou learn more about LEARNZ
by logging on to wwwlcarnzorg. n
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By Michael Hill
Michael is a ranger in our

ficld operations programme

Fishery stafl using a back

pack electric fishing machine
to catch juvenile trout in the
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Waipa Stream
Photo by: Thea DePetris

Fishing with Electricity

he electric fishing machine

(EFM) creates an electric field

in the water that interferes with
the central nervous system of any fish
within the field. The current immobilises
the fish enabling the fish to be easily col-
lected in a hand net for closer study. This
is a very effective way of collecting data,
particularly for small or juvenile fish.
There are two types of electric fishing
units. A larger land based unit that is
powered by a generator and a battery
powered backpack. Here at Taupo
we use electric fishing for a variety of
reasons, most commonly for monitoring
juvenile trout where we collect samples
for diet and fat analysis as well as getting
an overall view of fish numbers. We also
use electric fishing for fish salvage and
collecting fingerlings for tagging.
To use a backpack electric fishing machine

which is what we routinely use, there
must be two operators qualified in the use
of an electric fishing machine present. So
as to become qualified I recently attended
an EFM operators course conducted
by the National Institute of Water and
Atmospheric Research Lid (NIWA) held
in Chrischurch. Training was carried out
by NIWA Ecologist Marty Bonnett. Marty
has been training people for many years
and has a lot of experience in this field.
Safety is paramount and participants learn
where not to use an EFM such as in water
with a high conductivity (e.g dirty water),
salt water and water more than a metre
deep.Also fast water, streams in flood and
slippery boulders are things to look out
for.

Direct contact with the water is not the
buzz you are looking for so operators
wear neoprene or rubber waders to insu-
late themselves from the electric field
and use electrical safety gloves for added
protection. Similarly the use of nets with
wooden handles is best and conductive
materials such as metal or carbon fibre
are definitely to be avoided.

An EFM operator’s training manual was
provided prior to the course giving an
understanding of the principles of elec-
tricity and how it affects fish. Operators
are taught how to maximise the catch
while minimising harm to the fish. The
course lasted for two days, during that
time we performed a practical exer-
cise on the Cust River which joins the
Waimakariri near Kaiopoi, north of
Christchurch. I was surprised with the
quantity of fish and variety of species
present. We caught short fin and long fin
eel, brown trout, common bullies, blue
gill bullies and torrent fish which were
all interesting to see. At the comple-
tion of the course 1 am pleased to say
1 passed having demonstrated a level of
knowledge and practical application in
all aspects of electric fishing,



By Renee Williams
Renee undertakes
licence adminisstestion

i eur service arcil

New Fishing Licence Software

wondercd how to make this article

bright and exciting so that anglers

who get the Target Taupo will say
WO W,a new licensing system Ive GOT to
read this!? But I'm not sure that’s possible
so instead | will let you all know what's
beenhappening in the administiation side
of fishery I'm new to rhe Faupo Fishery
Area, standing in for Storm in the Ranger
Service role which invelves the adminis-
tration of about 52.000 licences that go
out cuch ycur to 115 agents nationwidc.
Stoem has over the last 12 month spent
time researching the need and o1ganising
a new license administration and tracking
system
Presently the system we use is a combi
nation of 3 dificrent systems which we
use to run our accounts, to do reports
for month/ year end figure and partial
tracking of licences. Having a patch-
work system has mcant double handling
& inputting of information in ordcr to
uack things e(iciently: So after a couple
of years talking about geting new licens-
ing software, in 2006 we set out to get a
compurer package that suited out necds
Requirements includ ed the ability to track
individual licences so at any time we
coukl see where a particular licence was
Another requirement was a system  thiat

didn't require any patch working (adding
on new Pires (o i existing program)
Uktimately Storm identif ed a system
that was fimpressive; cvery question we
had it could do quickly and efficiently
in the program. It has a very powcrful
serial number tracking system within
the program. and also was able to do all
the reports that needed to be done for
monitoring ofsales etc. and best ofall it
was all in ONE system.

All of this background research and
planning happened before 1 arrived, so
I camc in to having to frst lcarn the ins
and outsof the old software which is old
and out dared.Then in June it was time
to implement the new system in time for
the 2007/2008 fishing season. T he cross
over of licenceces systems hias been inters
esting With the end of the old licence
year we have returns for iast season
coming infrom agents which havestill to
be inputted to the old system. However
the ncw system wlhich we started Lo use
fiom the Ist July 2007 is being used for
all new licence orders as they come in.
So currently we are using two systems.
Howecver we are nearly through that and
the new system is definilely a big step
forward. | hope our agents will find it
likewise.

HAVE YOU BEEN GETTING YOUR TARGET TAUPO?

It’s the new fishing season which meaans that a lot of you will be out purchasing your new
2007/2008 licences. Myself and a few of the other rangers have hadthe funtask ofimputing the
mailing list for the Target Taupo for last season. We found that generally everyone is ok with
filling outtheir licences; however reading the addresses is sometimes quite hard. We get licences
thatjust have the city as an address, or just the last name andthe city, or in rushed handwriting
that we are unable to read. If youare one of these people you won't get the new seasons Target
Taupao. sorry but without a complete address there is no way of sending it to you

We do try our bestto getthem all correct but those of you who are yet to get your new season

licence, can you please just keep in mind that you need to full your licence out in it:s eatirety
and write clearly. Also if you hearfrom a mate or you yourself have a season licence but are not
getting Target Taupo you can fax or email me your details and I will add you to the database.
The demils are Fax: 07 386 7086 or email fishinfo@doc.govt.nz.
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By Mark Venman

Figure U Estimatad Cuce
Per Unit Effore (CE'IGY (or
smnnees Y5796 theough
1o A06VD7. where data. is
avuilzbie based upon crecd
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Last Summer at Lake Otamangakau

ummersuneysat lakeOaman

follow on frum our monitoring of

the spawning runs of adult trout in
theTe Whaiau and Papaluti streams during
the wimer and form a significimt part
of the: monitoring that we do with this
specitl fishery. A small number of more
experienced Lake Oramangakau anglers
are also contacted at the endofthe season
to 11l in a more delailed questionmaire,
Collectively this information hddps iden
tily what is occuniing in this fishery, This
article summarises the summer fishing
and provides a few predictions for next
summer based onthis infonnation imd the
data currently being collected at the iap
this wintee It also discusses new rescarth
that is Just about 10 begin.
In swnmacy, the 2006 winter spawn-
ing run provided lower than cxpected
numbers of both browns and rainbows._
The fish were also genecally shorter and
lighter than average which was strongly
influenced by the number of smaller
fish in the run of both specics with 50%
of both runs being clissed as maiden
fish. Consistent with the numbcer of
smaller fish. only 5
C101Ib / 4.54kg+) were napped (Tenge?
Tanpo 53). Based on these figures, we
expected a summer where there would

5 trophy sized trout

be plenty of smaller lish around with the
odd larger fish amongst them and that

appe:ars 10 be exactly what happenced.
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Summer

The season startcd on 1 October and we
were outsurve ving anglers briave enough
10 venture out on the cold overcast duy!
Some 37 anglers were interviewed but
as expected given the timing and the
weather, the fishing was isither slow,
and undcrsized fish made up almost
75% of their total catch. Despite the
high use on opening day, anglers gencr-
ally stayed away until things witrmed up
with numbers pcaking during Jimuary
and Febiuary.A totul of 21 surveys were
completed throughout the summer
seison which produced more than 200
interviews, an average just over 10 inter-
vicws per survey which is similar to
recent years.

The ovenll estimated catch ruie for the
summer of 2006/07 was good for Lake
Otamangakau a .23 fish per hour (1 Gish
every 4.3 hours) This was higher than tlc
previous year but on par with 1999/00,
2002/03 & 2004/05. Over:tll, the catch

ruc during the past 5 years has been
higher than that for the tatter pant of the
90's (Figure 1). om anglers accounted for
dalmost 75% of all interviews conducted
this summercFly fishing with a floating line
was the most preferred method (68.§%)
followed by shallow wrolling (1 3.1%).spin-
ning (97 %) and tly fishing with a sinking
line (87%).

Fishery stall” measured and weighed a
total of7 fish during the summermonths
all of which were minbows. These fish
averaged 3a7mm & 2.5kg. This small
number of lish weighced and measurcd
reflects that anglers rcleased 94% of
legal sized fish they caught. Undersized
fish caught and returned accoumed for
64.2% ofanglers’total catch which is up
on the 56% calculated for the previous
summer and the highest since surveys
began back in the mid 90's (Figure 2).
However, smaller fish have started 10
appcear in the trap run during recent
veuars and so the piesence ol smaller fish



Tigure 2: Pereentage of
wadenized fish amoogst the
wtal summere cach

since sumnee 1993/96
where dna existy

in the lake was to be expected. We are
currently unsure though about why we
are getting so many smaller fish and the
consequences for the fishery.

in erder tobetter understand the growth
and survival of trout within this fishery
we have embarked on a new tagging
project. This involves using PIT rags
(Passive Integrated Transpenders) like
those currently being used to track juve-
nile fish in the Waipa Stream. We have

Percentage of 1otal calch

Summer

begun by tagging a numbcer of these
smallermitiden fish as they pass through
the trap. This makes each of these fish
individually recognisable and we will
collect lengths and weights from them
cach year as they return to spawn, to
construct composite growth curves. By
liting the measuring beard with a PIT
tag reader, each tagged fish would be
detected as it is processcd through the
trap.This reduces the cost of the project
and elimintes many of the problems we
liave enceuntered when using a much
kirger wap aerial in the Waipa Stream.
Fishery staff could also scan angler
caughe tish fer tags during surveys and
guin further informatien abeut their
movement thioughout the lake system.
Fish arc tagged in the back using a spe
cially designed tag injector and so far
200 dsh have been tagged this winter
Tagging fish will centinue for at lcast
another 4 ycars Fish of various ages will
also be tagged to investigate the growth
and survival ef older lish.

Thegrowth 1ate of rainbow treut remiin ed
the same between 1970 and 1980 but a
reduction was obscrved between the
1980's anct the mid 1990°s Rainbow trow
continue te grew after they mature in Lake
Otamangakau until they reach apprexi-
natcly 650 to 700 nun in length. A small
numbcr of rainbows traditionally spiawn
after 2 yeurs (450-510 mm) but most will
spawn fistat least aged 3 (480630 mmy),
with even fewer spiawning at age 4 (580
680 mm), The combination of continucd
growth after cich spawaing event and a
long life expectancy is the main reasen for
the presence of wophy sized trout in ke
Otamang lau

Since the 1970's, trout have changed
their feeding patterns from mid water
surface feeding en midge pupie to
benthic foraging on snails and damscl
fly larvac.This change could be related
to the cxpansion of the weed beds
since the lake's creation. The change
in inverntebrate prey species and forag
ing pattcrns that has occurred over the
last 35 ycars has tffected trout growth.,
This ncw tagging method will hope-
fully provide a mere iiccurate measure
of growth and allow us to identify
and compire what the current rate of
growth is.

It is an cxciting time as we attempt to
unlock some of the secrets of trephy
treut in this unique (ishery using some
modem technology and get a better
undcerstanding of what will occur here
in the future. As for next summer, we
predict much of the same with lots of
youngerfish and aslightly highcraverage
sizc as another strong ycar cliss comes
through. Trophy sized trouwt will still
preve clusive given the low numbers
that have passed through our trap so far
though doesn’t nccessarily mean that
only a fcw will be around next summer
- time will tell!
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By Nithan Walker
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Into the Trap

cfore being set loose in any of
the Fishery Arcit's various opera-

ional asks,comprehensive nain

ing is given to ensure we know whit we
are doing. [n relation to lish trap work.
this lirst encompisses staying overaight
at cach trap site accompanied hy an
experienced colleague. Whilst there the
‘newhie’is run thoough the various tiasks
they will undertake while living and
working at the site. This includes the
opcention of the dish th (eg. fish han
dling. measuring) anc of the accommodia
tionand surcounds (hut or caravan), the
statistical recording methods (c.g. lish
data, stream conditions). and the virious
hcalth and safety precautions (important
when the steeam is in flood?).

The data collecred from the departments’

four fish teaps (Te Whiticm Papakai. Waipa,
and Hinemainia) forms an integral part of
ourmonitoring progrumme and therefore:
ultimatcly. the management of the fishery
(the colleciion and wilisation of this data
is covered inanother article). The tripping
programmc is therefoic imimportant pait
of what we do and although we season-
aliy employ dedicated trip opetnors. 90%
of our staff (managers included) spend
on avene 1-2 nights a week working a
trap.  One such stalf member recently
spent their first night woikiing the trap
i the Te Whaiau site. Fo give a view of
whatit's like 10 work the trp | will share
the expericncee that this persion hid. Not
a dilficuh task given that the pxrson I'm
talking about is ... me!

MONDAY

It is an overcast mild afternoon with
occasional showers as [ pull up at the'le
Whaiau carviin to take over from Jocl.
Everything is ronning: smoothly so after
a quick cha, Joel is off (for a shower?),
The teap caravan is situated approxi-




mately 10m from where the Whanganui
Outfall and Te Whaiau Stream converge.
The constmr bubbling of the water
makes a relaxing backdrop to life at the
teap. Although situated on open ground
the cmavan and tap are {ucther sur
rounded by pine forest. The carvan
itscIf is comfortable with hcating and
gas fercooking. It's stacting to show its
age however. 5o after doing its job well
for so many ycars it is down for replace-
ment Nexr season.

After unpacking my gear into my new
home for the nexe few nights. I have a
qQuick look overthe rrap log book. This
is a handy record of what's going on at
the tap and surrounds for the arriving
operator. The figures show that there'd
been 14 mm of rain in the previous
24hrs to 9.00am this morning. That was
enough to give Jocl 42 fish to process
compared to 23 the previous morning
with a corresponding rainfill of £53mm.
All thismcaans that if it continucs to riain
tonight therc is a possibility of a fong
nighe clearing the barriers of debris and
processing of the fish on their travets.
Everythingis in tip-top orderso I wander
through to both taps tor a quick look.
They are practically clear of debris with
no fish.This is casy! ‘The water level is
ncarly back to normal afcer only a few
drops of rain all afternoon. The skics ave

clea
time for a cuppa and a flick through a
few more pages of the book I'm working

ng too. With this good news its

on.

As dusk arrives, it's umce for some trap
housckeeping while it's still light, A
small amount of debris (mostly pumice)
necds ctearing from the teap bars.it's all
about keeping the barricr clean and the

water pressure off the teap. Another 5
spawning trout e waiting to be pro
cessed. This emtails sequerntially: neting,
identifying species and gender, clipping,
mceasuring, weighing, celeasing, and duly
recording this data for each individual
trout. These fish won't lie still but i get
the knack with practice.A stroll over to

Papakai sees no fish and minimal debris
at the smaller site. After putting the
traps to bed for the night its back to the
sivan to taily up the daily data totals

(s
and scttle in for the night. With a favour-

able forecast and such small amounts
of debris coming down both stceams |
think I will be lucky and there won't he
a need o get up during the night and
clear the bars.

At 7.00pm jts time tor the D.O. (duty
officer} call on the VI radio. This is a
check in for the trap operators at the
various sites 0 make sure flrstly that
were OK and sccondly 10 pass on any
relevant information, Likewise the D,O.
can update the weather ferecast for
example. With that done, its time for

dinncr.my book,and an eacly night. Afeer
turning off the radio and sculing into my
sleeping bag for the night I can hear the
occasional vattte of the wup bars 30m
away, I'fl have at least a few fcisty ain-
bows te deal with in the moming me¢
thinks.

TUESBAY

Up at 7.00am in timc for some breakfast
and a quick look at the wraps. I fiest siroll
down to the Te Whaiau trap and peer
in, WHAT TIE ...2 ‘The upstrcam pen
is black with trout! Ironic given that
in my wap training we were struggling
for wout to process and then when 1 do
get set loose, well, its all on. T wiamder
through the pines to the Papakai trap
and find iteoo full of fish.1t's going to be
a busy morning!

Backart the caravan for the moraing 1.0:
callT getasked ifl have many fish through.
“Yeah there's quite a few, «bout 30-40"
AlPs good with the callsol guab the gear
to process the fish.jump into my waders
and get back to the trap.

Firstl cdean the barsand closce the down.
stream kelt entrance so the fish 1 owitl
release upstream don't drop back into
the pen as they recover: | then block the
entrance to the upstream pen and sturt
processing the tish. ‘The trout are banging
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into my waders and I don't even have to
move to net them as there ace that many:
After an hour it is obvious there were a
few more than 30 odd in the pen. 1 have
precesscd motc than that alteady and the
pen was still ‘chocka’

At 9am it is time 10 record the m¢icoto-
logical data thin is clone cach day at this
time. Thereisonly acouple of mmin the
rin gauge for the last 24 hour period.
This shows thit it small fresh (predomi
nately light dtizzle) in the previous 24
hours (14mm), was enough to stimulate
the trout to travel approximately 500m
from Lzke Te Whaiau. Afier completing
my weather duties I'm back into the
noving pen of trout,

Parklands Motorlodge

CRETIT CONFLE - COrTTRECE CENTRE + KA TACRANT AND BAR

The ideal base for skiing, fishing, tramping, raftisg 2ad exploring the Tongarire

National Park, Best Westem Parklands Motorlodge featares 31 comfortable ground
Floor units - 12 Stedio Units sleep 1-2 persons., 19 One bedroom family units sleep
1-5 persons all with kitchenette. A 20 polnt Motorhome Park and amgle parking
For vehiches and boats. Coach growps welcome, 35mins to Whakapapa Skifield,

2 minutes 1o the Tongarire River, A great base Summer or Winter,
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Soon after.I nct a panicularly big btown
jack. By the prtevious year’s lin clip (a
scar across the right pectoral fin where
it was; clipped) 1.can tell it is his second
spawning teip up this strecam. e comes
in i just over 101h i 4.74kg and i a
length of 735mm. The heaviest fish
of the trapping scason thus far - you
beauty (but unfortunately soon to be
overtaken by Mark Milne's whopper
4.95kg tinbow).

1 have to make a quick trip to the carwvan
to uansfer seme dara as the whitebomd
has run out of room, but by 10.45am
1 have linally finished m the ‘Te Whaiaiu
trip. Thave processedd 93 spawners and a
handful of kelts (spent fish) heading back
clown. Whew! 1 grab 2 mucsli bar ol
drink and headkd over 1o Papakai. After
more-orless compleling thesame process
over here, 1 process imother 16 fish,

Larci ve back at the carevan after a decent
mornings toil at about 12.30pm_ Whilst
cating lunch out in the sun I ransfer and
tally the figures into the data ook, One
hundred and nine up steeamers processed
for the moming Farimd away the biggest
daily toml recorded for the season thus far.
Not bad for the new guy’s first day out 1
hive now gained my'trip wings'. Gaining
my "flood wings however, isanother siory.
Catch the nextissuc of Target Teacfro for
a rundown.



By David Conley

t scemslike 1 have barelystarted at the Tengariro Natienal Freut Centre
(ENTC), and aready it is time to put tegether a new "What's Up” fer
‘largetTaupe.
When 1 first teek up my rele as the Community Relatiens ringer. we were
still leeking after a large number of (ish for Eastern F
fish have now all been returned te their rightful ewners at Ngengetaha.and
seme have cven achieved internatienal neteriety in the process! Hundreds
of the larger fish were released inie Lake Pupuke after their stay at INFC,
and the release was rcperted en TV3 News, Overseas jeurnalists then
picked up the st and a lollew-up piecc was subsequently published in
Intcrnational Hatchery magazince.
The hatchery has been given a well needed spruce up, having net had
much in the way of freshening up for many years. The hatchery building
has had its walls and ceilings repaintcd. along with ether gencral tidying up,
including :¢ing the holes in eur 1eef. The troughs :and tanks havealsebeen

painted, and in gencral the building is leeking spickand span fer the new

g a Neongotaha Brownie afer siripping
Derdurn, Fasten Fish and Game officer;




Rob McLay siripping a jack
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season’s brood. Stripping of fish for the

children’s (ish-out progriim took place
on July 31, and should give the young
fish plenty of growing time betore they
provide an angling chatlenge for a new
clutch of budding young anglers in 2009
The next project in the hatchery build-
ing is to take a fresh look at the visual
displays,watch this space. ..

The fish in the outdoor rearing pond
are growing welk, and look to be well on
their way tosvards smashing thiough the
quarter kilo barricr in time for the 2008
fish ow season. Better get the volunteers
to have the drags on the reels serviced!]

A particular, non-fish related highlight
was the discovery of the rice native
vellow mistletoe at the TN'T C recentlyAs
Nick Singers. Technical Support Officer

with the Tongariro-Taupo Conserv

¥
reports “five efficial kissiug spot is now
at the INT I

He further states “The grounds of the

INT'C bauwe beeit recegnised on nitiner-
ous occasions as a place of ronintic
natire baving being used inany limes
Jor wedding cereinonies. 1lowever
new can he seen as ¢« Place for otéer
ronrantic pursiiits with the discovery
of mistletoes tefng present. Recently at
teast eight plants of the yellow mistie-
tee (Alepis flavida) were discevered
growing @i red and black beech trees.
11e yellow mistieloe was once common
in owr beech ferests hul-is now a
chronically threatened ptesnt because
it is caten and killed by possems. In
the Nerth [sland it is by fa tbe rarest
specles of mistietee with less than I5
popuiations Rnewn, inest of which
are of only a faw plants each. Al of
the misttetoes at the INTC are bealth ),
which is coidence that the pest contrel
undertalken af the centre is benexfiting
the forest flera. Additionaity, when dts
corered mny of these mistletoes were
covered in fruit which tui and belibird
were feeding on, so we are beping theit
wmore plaonts will result. Possuin centrot
Wil e incveased arotind these plants to
protect the centre’s best kissing spot!”

Another highlight was the visit to the
Taupo Fishery Area by the prime time
cooking show ‘Hunger for the Wild,
which issoon due to air at 7pm Saturdays
onTVI . Steve Logan, part of the hosting
duo from the show, visited the Trout
Centre as part of collecting background
information and feotage. While he was
here we discussed the history eof the
fishery and he was brave enough (o let
me prepare him a favourite trout recipe
He was very polite, and cven said itwas
nice. Given that no-one got sick. 1 felt
it was a great success! Apparently Steve
wits so impressed that the recipe may
even mike it to the final version of the
show. but ['ll believe it when 1sec it

A new service has been offered at the
latest children's fish-onts With the inesti-
mable help of Arthur Gallichan, who lil-
leted and boned out ¢ven the smallest
trout, Kim and [ spent severtl hours at



Above: The yelow mistictoe (liepis favida) ia [t (it

Phato by Singers

the latest fish-outs smoking lish for the children [t is
a great chance to spend a few hours cducating the
visiting public about the fishery, fishing and the role
of the Depactment of Conscrvation. It was also a great
reminderabont the efforts and declication of the TNTC
volunteers. and they deserve ajl the support they get.
Lastly, the month of July ended with a two cay tip
to the Ngongotaha hatchery cun by Eastern Fish and
Game. It was a fintastic opportunity to lcarn «at a
Facility which produces what are nearly commcr
cial numbers of fish, around 280 000 ova pcr yeac
Hopefully 1 will be able to put what [ have Icarned
into practice without causing genocide amongst
the resident population at the wont centre! Here's
heping.....will ict you know what's up next time.

Iir al Pm:e , Bestllualllv Waders

bet you didn’t know
about our waders!

« There are 17 dilferent models of Snowdee waders available in
New Zealand. (9 different PVC based models, § Neoprene models
and 2 Breathable)

« All wadess ate backed by a 12 monlh warrnly proteciing you
against faulky workmanship and materials and with, 2 svarehouses in
Mew Zealund wecan offer an almost inshant tri around service

Classic
Classic Neoprene
Neoprene Chest Waders
Thigh Waders Neoprene shoulder

B belts tor gomfoit

> Velceo belt adjusters
- for ease of use.

ngmst

[
- E1gy aceess chest
packet for'stociee

" High back style for
exiea waranth

4mm NS grade double
lined Com'p!slle neg-
peene fos feximility
and comfoit

Aygikible in chest
and thigh

Double neoprene
kneepad with
rubberised finish

¢ forextra protection

PVC ootk vith

neoprene lining and
clealed rudber soles
tor warmlh and geip

PYC Waders

1 A budget priced vader, using a
hi-elastic PYC material, which
has plenty ol ‘give for weaser
comfoit This lightweighl mate-
rizll is not as tovgh s the nylon
nnerials, but efters exceptionall
value for meney Fitted with
cleated sole, PVC boots and
nylonfelastic webding braces

& belt straps

Colour:  Dark ereen
Sizes: 71012

Also avaiable: 70,210 & 420
Denier. and brealkxible v/aders

FAGDEE

NOATH 1SLAND: ROHEAT A CONAGHAN (NZ) LYD:
47 NORMANBY RO, MY EUEN, AUCKLAND
PH: a8 838 8100 EMAIL: soles®raconashan.cam
S0UTH ISLAND: ALEXTO SPORTS 2000 LTD:
824 XAIKORA| VALLEY RO, BUNEBIN
S €l salas@alaxtoeporta.co.nz

PH: O3 aB8 q45s2 MalL :
ASK FOR SNOVWBEE BY NAME IN YOUR LOCAL TACKLE STORE
VISIT wwwi.fishingtackle.co.nz tar a list af retailers




By Kim Alexander-Turia
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UP IN SMOKE!
- IT’STHE CHILDREN'S FISH OUT DAYS

t's been exciting times so far at our

children’s fish out days. The year

started in April with our first fish-
out. The days are run monthly usually
to coincide with a long weekend or the
school holidays.
In June we decided to try something new
and in partnership with the Tongariro
National Trout Centre Society (TNTCS)
volunteers, we offered to fillet and then
hot-smoke the trout caught on the day.
It was recognised in previous days that
after the children caught their trout,
many for the first time, they really did
not know what to do with them, Take
them home to mum and dad who were
equally unsure, feed them to the cat or
even dump them in the bins on the way

out. In this generation of television and
computer games it's important to teach
young kids some of the life skills many
of their grandparents grew up with.

Arthur Gallichan from the society
became chief filleter and Dave Conley,
Community Relations Ranger and I hot-
smoked the fish for the kids. The first
time we set-aside two hours for this little
venture of ours, we were unsure if there
would be enough interest to go the
whole day. However the little customers
wouldn't stop coming and it was literally
6 hours filleting and hot-smoking non-
stop. Arthur takes the time to show the
kids and parents how to fillet a fish and
then the kids have the option of taking
it home to cook it themselves (with the



A freshly smoked
batch of trout

Photo by:

Kim Alexander-Turia

_ Arthur Gallichan fillets a
- trout with eager on-Jookers
e Photo by:

: Kitn AlexanderTuria

hardest job being taken care of) or have
it hot-smoked right on site. With a bit of
salt, brown sugar and a splash of tomato
sauce (Arthur's secret tip) it goes in to
the hot-smoker with manuka sawdust to
give them that special flavour.

The kids and parents just love it and
notably no dead fish have been found
in the bins since. Donations are made to
the TNTCS for this service and help the
society towards their vision.

Special mention must go to the TNTCS

volunteers who turn up every month
on these days and help young children
to catch their first trout and impart
important angling skills. If you are
interested in helping out then please
contact Ken Kimmins, Administration
Manager, TNTCS on 07 386 8085 or
email troutcentre@reap.org.nz If you
can't give time then think about joining
the TNTC society, it only costs $25 for
a years subscription and this money
helps the Society with volunteer coor-
dination,

ol




By Michel Dedual

Superglwe: is used insicad of

stitciies to close the small cut

macle to inserothe Pit g
Photo by: Heark Venman

Tracking our Juvenile Delinquents

ince May 2006 we have been

implanting PIT tags (transmitrer

that is activired when trour pass
through :n electric ficld) into juvenile
trout in the Waipa Stream, a tributary
of the Tongariro River: 1n issue # 52 of
Tawrget Tenrpo we explained rhe back
ground and purposc of thiscxperiment
The main objectives were twofold;
to trial the use of the PIT tags and to
analyze the veturns of tagged tish return-
ing as adults to spawn in the Waipa to
detcrmine if any particular characterss
tics of the tagged juveniles led to them
being more likely to survive and retucn
asadults For example perhaps there was
a link with the size they grew to in the
stream before they migrated out or the
timing of their migration downstream.
However, atter only onc year of PIT
tagging we have «fready learned scveral
lessonsThe original pkan wiis to rag juve

nile trout throughout the year Howcever

the electric fishing technique we use
to catch the juveniles is stressful on
the larger lish also in the stream, so we
decided to stop catching lish between
carly Junc and December to avoid dis
turbing spawning. Furthermore, the
density of juvenile fish of suitable size
(>90mm) present at any time in the
steeam is not as high as first ‘expected.
This in itself might be a revealing hint
that theselarger juveniles are notthe key
ro sustaining the Waipa spawning run.As
a consequence we have only caughtand
tagged 106 tish so far, and it will rake a
little longer to have a sufficiently large
number of tagged trout to obtain robust
inf ormation.

The powcring of the PIT tag detectorhas
proved te be another substantial chal-
lenge. At the moment. the system nuns
from large baiteries that arc recharged
at the nearby Waipa teap hot with a solar
pancl.The amount of sun hitting the roof




of the hut is adequate during periods
of high solar radiation but when the
sun disappears the charging cfficiency
rapidly becomes marginal and the time
to fully charge the batcries gets much
longer The net result is that it becomes
very difficult to have fully charged bat-
teries which are requiced to produce
a reliable and adequate power supply
Currently we are exploring what can
be done to fix these problems Several
solutions are potentially feasible; we can
produce a rcliabie source of power by
installing a micro hydro turbine or by
increasing the number of solar paneis to
rechaige the batteries more quickly.
Nevertheless we have already gathered
some encouraging and interesting albeit
very initial results. The recapture of 7
juvenile trout that were tagged one year
ago as part of ongoing tagging proves (hat
the technique does work ic. that the fish
survive tagging and that they don't lose
their tagITrese recapturcsallow usto cat
culate that a ypical juvenile trout in the
Waipa Stream grew by 107 nun between
May 2006 and June 2007. One juveniie
was detected at the trap €10 times on 3
November 2006 between 2026 and 2030
hours. The interesting point was that
contrary to our assumption that juvenile
will move dewnstream, this fish wasactu
ally moving upstream as he was initially
caught downstrcam of the detectorThe
number of times that (ish was detected
also indicates that it must have remained
for several minutes very close to the arial.
Now we just have to wait the couple of
years to sc¢ which fish teturn as spawn-
ing adults through the tzap.

The other pilot tracking experiment
involves tracking 20 juvenile :ainbow
trout tagged in the Tongarico with acous
tiic tags. These are very similar to those
we used in our experiment Lo wack the
movement of adult trout in Lake Taupo,
only smaller’The aim ofthistrial is again to
test this technique as a tool % look at the
downstream migsation of juvenile trout
in the Tongariro system and their initial

Michel Dedual inscrting an acoustic.tag on the
Lanks of it 10agIt6ro
Photo:fuiie Greares

survival and dispersal into Lake Taupo.

Again this trial has provided a fair share
of challenges and surprisesThe first task
was to catch small fish in the Tongariro
Riverand aftet trying trapping and elec-
tric fshing it became obwious that the
most cfficient way was to catch them
with a dry fly during the evening rise.
We eaugl tish in several pools between
the Blue and the jones Pools that were
kept overnight in a f.oating bag before
we inserted a small acoustic transmitter
the next moming. The fish were then
released within metres of where they
were captured. Automatic listening stz
tions were installed along the tiver and
in each river arm around the Deita as
well as in Eake Taupo. This experiment
is not completed yet as there are some
receivers that are still deployed. These
remaining receivers will be retricved
in August and a full presentation of the
results will be presented in the aext
issue of Target Tau pra
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Chairman

VIS{FOR CENTRE, AQUARIﬁ.\A AND HATCHERY

Tongariro National Trout Centre
Visitor Centre Makeover

he River Walk Visitor Centre is
sited at the Tongarico National
Trout Centre just south of
Turangi. The visitor centre was conr
pleted and opened to the public in 2003
and is designed to introduce visitors to
the spe

ial world of tiout, show how
the £shery is managed and portiay the
history of fishing at fanpo. The cenire
is managed by the Tongaisico National
Trout Centre Socicty in partnership
with DOC.

As reportedin farget Tau posissue 53 three
yoars into its opclation interpretation spe-
cialist Sonia Frimmel was approached 10
complete a peer review and visitor based

lysis of the centre. Her biief included
an eyvaluation of the current displiys and
identilication of further opportunities to

improve the delivery of messages
Surveys were conducted with visitors
which examined both the furm and
function of the Centre. These surveys
highlighted areas that could be de

oped and improved to give visitors a
greater appreciation of the values of the
fishery and improve visitor ¢njoyment.
The results of this survey has largely
driven the proposed changes, building
upon the vision of the original trust and,
now. th¢c Tongariro National Trout Centre
Society members, with the expansion of
the visitor centre and realignment of the
site and walkways,

Progress with the design upgrades for
both the site and visitor centre are now
well advanced The plans are being quan-
tity surveyed and concurrently a pro



spectus with which to begin the fund
raising is all but tinalised.

All this has come about by a project team,
comprising society and DOC personnel
who in turn, commissioned a profes-
sional design team (o bring all the idcas
together. Funding for Stage 1 of this pro-
gramme has come from a geneial grant
from the Sargood Trust.

The themc that is central to the plan-
ning proccss is trout, fishing, watcr
Quality, cducation and conservation - all
equally important. An exciting inclusion
in the final project will be a state-ofthe
art aquarium; an idca first mooted at
the beginning of the development and
gelled by a papcr produced in 1999 by
DOC officers, Glenn Maclean and Herwi
Scheltus. Siting of this attraction will be
betwcen the hatchery and the extended
visitar centre, providing a whole new
dimcnsion tor visitors, and the increas-
ing number of schaol groups using the
Whakapumautanga Downs Learning
Ccntre.

Plans for the facility dcevelopment will

: Tngariro
National Trout
Centre Society

Name:

be available to interested parties from
August.

The Tongariro National ‘frout Centre
Saciety is an incarporated socicty with
charitable status and so relies on dona-
tions, special grants and membership to
fund much of what it docs. If you would
like to contribute to the work of the
saciety, become a member or benefic-
tor by phaning 07 3868085 or e-mail
trourcentre@reap.org.nz or complete
and post the membership ferm available
in this publication.

Address:




BY Kim Alexandcer.Turia

‘ToP: The kicks' with their
days cacch!

Phoroby:

Kitm Alexanderfuric

Hi1 Taraute - (fishins for treus)

n 11 july the’Tawharetoa MaoriTrust Board vegether with the Taupo Fishery
Area of fice sponsored a day out at the Tongariro Nation:l Trout Centre for
Ngati Tuwharctoa tamariki.
Twenty children and parents from Ngati‘luwharetoa marae around the lake attended
and participated in the Taupo for Tfomorrow education programme with temporary
Educaor Dave Condey at the Whakapumautanga Downs [earning Centre

THE PROGRAMMEAIMSTO:

+ Raisc awarceness of the impoitance of and how to protect freshwater habitas,

« Develop a better understanding of how naturai resources are sustainced and shared
amongst diffcrent uscrs,

* Examine DOC's work in management of the Tiwpo Fishery and the issues of human
impacts

= Promote angling as a reercationdl activity,

The day started with a tour of the centre, talking aboutthe life<ycle of trout. Aftcr a
shared morning tca the kids dived straight into an activity” about trout habitat which
is designed to help them understand what makes up a trout's home and why we need
to prorect it.

A frenzied scavenger hunt around the centie followed, which is a fim way for the kids
to gather knowledge of the ifecycle of trout and to learn a littlc about the sceds and
leaves of some ofour native trees They then went down to the Waghukahuka Seeam and
did some water quality testing; the kid’s favourite was looking for aquatic insec:s, They
showed particular skil} in collecting an impressive acmy of toe-biters (Dobson-fy luvae).



Jasotine Tupaca (eft) and
Desmond Rihia

lowking: for insccis
Pirotobry:
Kunllexarneder-Taric

Afler lunch there was a general question and answer session about the management
of the LakeTinipo lishery, this is designed 0 help the kids understind why DOC does
what it docs

The day rounded off with fishing from the children’s Gshing pond with a nice trout
to tuke home to mum and dad for dinner.Ticences were donated by the Tuwharctoa
Maori Trust Board and the Taupo Fishery

Dave Conley, Educator said “the Rids were reafl y entbusiastte, and showed a recl
Ainity fer the babitat and water qualéty activities, which is a reflection of the
encironmuent tbe'y tive in°

Thanks to the parent helpers and also to the Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board for spon-
soring the cvent for all the tamariki, the day wasiTitu ke (awesonie)!

Kiane Turang) (cfl) and Nea
Turing2 counting

their tocbivess

Phataty:

Kém Mexcanler-Taria
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By Joel Houthuijzen
Jeclis atrdinee canger
cuerently with the'Ewupo
Fishery acese

New wvacer supply iosealled
aftee ibe destruction at
Ngongowaha Hachery in
Januarye

Pheta b)r

Kém Alexanderliria
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A Day at Ngongotziha Hatchery

urday started at 7am when Kim

Alexandcer-Turia, Programme

Manager Community Relations,
and David Conley, Community Relations
Ranger, arrived at the staff quarnters to
pick mc¢ up. Now one last stop on the
way through to pick up Rob Mclay,
Programme Manager Spccial Projects,
and we were on our way to Ngongotaha
Hatchery.

As we leftTuringi a conversation on salt
water fly fish.ing arose, this topic lasted
unil just before Taupo when it changed
to phicasants and ducks. A swect topic
for the lads to talk about but it madc
Kinmv’s eycs roll back in her head

The Ngongotaha trout hatcheryislocated
on the western side of lake Rotorua on
the Ngongotaha stream. Access to the
hatchery is off Paradisc Valley Drive.
When we artived we were greeted by
Mark Sherburn and Lloyd Gledhij). Mark
imd Lloyd are both Fish and Game offi-
cers working in the Eastern Region and
their main role is cunning the hatchery
operation

We started off with a tour of the site
with a walk around the outside ponds
and tdking about their history. Then we
moved on into the hatchery building
where we had alook at the techniques
they use for fertilising trout eggs and
the rearing yeung fish. [t was interest
ingtosce Kiwi ingenuily at its best with
a device they use to apply an antifun
gal solution to help stop the spread of
fungus over the eggs while they are
incubating

After the talk in the hatchery building
we went and had a look at the land
slide that blocked the hatchery's water
supply inlet in January (See article in
Target Taupo April 2007). A quick chat
and catch up with cvery one and Kim
and 1 headed out to help Hoyd do some
fin clipping. We cut and removed the
left pelvic and adipose (ins at their base
which then never regrows. This helps
Fish and Gamc identifyr the fish when
downgsurveys. Each release of fish has a
different fin clip so with a quick glance
staff can tell when the fsh was released
and how old it is. ARer clipping a few
hundred fish we were well due for
another brew.

After lunch Kim and I got straight back




Jev:)Heuthuijzen and Eastern
Fiishand Game Ofticer. Lloyd
Gledhi)l tin clip fish
Photodry:

Kim AfexanderTuria

Below keft: Kim fin clipy
her way through a few
bundred tish

Photo by: Jo! foibidizen

Befows right: Joel
Howthuijzen (lefo). Reb
Mclay, Lieyd Gleghill & Maek:
Sherbura (fasteen Fish and
Game @fficers) and Dasx
Conley inspact necently
stripped CEeS

Photoby:

Kint Af axeander-Tiato
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into more clipping while David went
with Mark out to Lake Tarawera to sce
their f.sh trap and also pick up some
ripc fish for siripping. There was about
2 300-400m walk around the edge of the
lake to the Te Wairua fish trap which is
fully encloscd and poacher proof:

On Pavid and Mark’s arrival to the trap
they selected the best conditioned
fish (all rainbows) to tuake back (e
Ngongotaha. They teansferred the (ish
to the tanker using carry sacks, and
then pliaced them into the holding tank
on the back of the truck. The tanker is
equipped with oxygen so that the fish

cian be transported over long distances.

Onarrival back at the hatchery the guys
transferred the fish into what is called
Fort Knox which is an area they use for
holding their stripping fiish.

With that our visit to the Ngongotaha
hatchery was at an end. It was a great
day. enjoyed by all anct a valuable expe
rience for us to experience hatchery
operations on a much larger scale than
we undertake at the ‘Tongariro National
Trout Centre. Many thanks to the staff of
Fish and Game Eastern Region for the
opportunity, it wis muchappreciated.
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By Kim Akexaadee-Turia

Thanks Thea

1 2003 an exciting new project wis

about to begin. As a result of discus-

sions between DOC, the Tongariro
National'Treut Centre Secicty and Genesis
Energy (primary spensor), Taupo for
Tomorrow was launched.
The Tongariro National Treut Ceantre was
fast becoming a popular experience for
scheols visiting the Central Plateau and
‘I'mpe fer Tomorrow was an ideal con-
servation epportunity’ to develop a com-
prehensive education package promoting
freshwater ecology and the need to look
after the Taupo trout fishery The next step
wis to tind someone to lead this excit-
ing ncw preject. The position would be
challenging and diverse. Framework for
the programme needed to be developed
frem ground up, utilisuyg resources flom
within the community and within DOC.
Jump in Thea DePetris! Thea was
appointed by the representatives of each
of the programme’s partners. We all still
remember inter viewing licr, her passion
for conservation and that she REALLY
wanted the job and promised to never
leave us!
Thea was bern en Elbow Lane, New
Jersey in the United States, a far cry in
both location and culture from Taupo,

New Zealand. She was educated in her
homedand and as part of her henours
geelogy degree came to New Zealand
fora one year study Hercshe fell in love
with both the coumry and Iim,licr soon

to be husband.

In her early twentiesThea became heavily
involved with multi-sport racing, com-
peting in events like the one day Ceast
to Coast and Southern Traverse This full
on 1acing schedule in conjunction with
her love for learning led her to pursue
a carcer in secondary scheol teaching
It was during this time she spetted the
Educator position and it seemed for
lier an amazing job at DOC that would
combine both her love of the outdoors
and teaching. She was caught, hook, line
and sinker! I remember working late
one night when Thea disappeared, only
to come back live minutes later dressed
in thermal clething, headdamp on her
head and anneuncing that was going to
climb Mt Ngauruhoe that night. [ knew
then she was crazy.

Her passion was about being in the out
doors and challenging herself in any
sitnation that may arise That passion
alse dreve her to realise how imporrint
‘Tavpo for Temorrow was and to give
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Ubhea inaction
Phrow’s by
Kiws AdexenderJiria

students a chance to experience the
outdoors - whether it be from testing
water quality in a local strean or trying
their hand at fishing - anct realise the
importance of looking after it. Thea
believes that these experiences are vitil
for young children today growing up in
a very urbanized world.

The thing she liked most about tcach
ing the programnic was having so
many children tell her that their Taupo
for Tomorrow experience was once of
the best things they have ever done at
school and seeing their beaming faces
as evidence of this, She enjoyed being
part of the Fishery team as she loved
working with liked minded people who
shared her passion for conservation and
the outdoors

Evcntually the time came for Thea to
leave. The saddest part of leaving for her
was giving up something she knew was
truly making a difference in regards to her
values, but knowing that it was necessary
to achieve greater things in the long run
She has recently taken up a position at
Cheal Consultants Limited in Tanpo and
her future aspirations arc to gain skills
as an environmental planner so that she
can actually muake a difference to sus
tainable land use and the: conscrvation
of big. wide open spaces for people to
roam free

The fishery will miss her vivacious per
sonality and her ability to draw people
in to ¢ngaging in conscrvation \vithin
minutes of speaking to her However
those in the oftices next door;, Glenn,
Mark and Michel, have noticed that the
decibels have decreased signif cantly
since her depanture!

Thea leaves with sadness but with excit
ing opportunities ahead. She will always
be the person who nmuade Tampo for
Tomorrow a reality as Glenn Maclean
said in her farewcell speech. “Waat a
great legacy te leave”. Dave Conley,
Community Relations Ranger at the
Tongariro National Trout Centre who was
a sccondary tcacher in his previous life i1s
currently care-taking the role while we
scarchfer a new educator.

A tough job ahead of us!

ADVENTUROUS TEACHER WANTED!

* Arc youa NZ qualilied and registered teachet (can be N Z previously registered)

* Are an enthusiastic and experienced classtoom praciitioner

* Have self confidence, like to try new things and pick up new skills

* Enjoy working in a highly motivated smali team env

* Have a passion for fresh water censervution

* Can be based in Turangi

* Expressiens of intcrest and a copy of the job description please centact

Kim Alcxandcr-Turia, Phone: 07 386 9259, email: keuria@doc.govt.nz

Y]



Righe: ~Greal Duy Fishing,
Hard Ixy Casting”
Phota b y: S$frorting-Lift

Tar Right: Local Moby Mariu
with an 1 11b Brown trout
Caughe at the Bridge Pool

inJune
bt by
KimaMloxander-Tunc

1€ you woul tike 1o make
contributions toTaupo
Tails (cteers, photos,
anvhing of inerest)
please write 1o Kim
AlexanderTuria, Taupo
Fishesy, Privale Bag,
Turangi or email Kim
your contributions to
kturia@doc.govt.nz .




Smoked Trout
Fish Cakes

INGREDIENTS

One freshty smoked 1rout honed and flaked
Onc finely ¢chopped red onion

Onc¢ bunch fresh ceriinder chopped

1 1caspoon preserved lemon grass

4 medium sized potatoes

Teaspoon butter

Garlic salt and pepper

2 egg yolks beaten with a little milk

Fresh soft bread crumbs

Flour to coat

METHOD

Boil potatocs in salted water umil cooked. Mash with butter and season with garlic salt and {reshly ground peppec
Add flaked trout,onions, coriander and lemon geass and mix well,

“Take a large spoon full of the mixturc and form into a ball.

Ceat in fleur then dip in cgge yolk then roll in the soft bread crumbs until well coated.

Flatten down to ferm 4 round cake shapeand chill for at lcast 2 hews.hallow fry i a pan with olive eil ind a
tabicspoon of bunier untit golden brown and crisp both sides. Drain and serve as entrée or main with sweet chilli
sauce drizzled on top.

By Dianne Fussell. Friend of the Tongarire Nattonal Trowt Cartiv Suclety

Hot Smoked Trout




Nathan Walker
Phaota by foel Howtbidfzen

Rence Willianks
Pholo Dy: feel Horethuirzen
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New Faces in the Fisheries Team

NATHAN WALKER

I’'m the new Ranger.firr the Taupo Fishery Arct and am
partof the busy team that carries out opecational work
as part of the management of our fishery A large part
of this work entztils tasks such as fish trap operations,
monitoring and rescarch work, and compliance and
law enfercement. Asa relative newcomer to the area
and fishing in particular. I look forward to enhancing
my skills and knowledgc in this acea :

Belore joining the tishery team I was already part of
the depantment. Based out of the Turangi-Taupo Arca
Olffice since arriving in the arca 18 months ago, | was
employed in the Visitor Assers team. While there 1
spenttime as a hut warden on the Tongariro Northern
Circuit and then moved on to he part of the team that
among other tasks looked after treicks and stenctures around the’lirangi/ Taupo arca.

Originally from Dunedin, I have spent most of my adult life in Palmerston North until the
move to the Central Plateau. Whilst there (interspersed with trvel to faetlung locations)
I have been actively involved in sports such as league and motocross riding to name 2
few In the leisurc stakes | enjoy a good book or movie. a good hack around the local
links occasionally, and have also been leaming the guitar for some time (as you do) In
between there was time for the odd job of course (a stint as a hydrology technician at
[lorizons Regional Council is 2 relevant example) and a bit of study at Massey, where |
picked up Postgrad (ualiications in Tourism and $port Management

Those arc a few things about me anyway I look forward to meeting some of you
whilst owt-and about conducting surveys and licence checks over the coming months.
Until then,enjoy your fishing and the best of luck.

RENEE WILLIAMS

I am pretty much born and bred in Turmgi. Prior to start
ing with Department Of Conservation I spent 3 years
working in the linance industey. I then worked part time
at the Turengi Alpine Smokchiaus where I met many anglers
as they brought in their catch to be smoked. Alongside my
job at the Smokehaus, I also was working at DOC for the
Consefvancy office in Reception and Records. In 2006 1
headed to Canada for my OF. Based in Hamilton, I travelled
around Ontario & New York State. with a trip to Paris and
London thrown in, before heading out West to Vancouver
and Vancouver Island.

Now backinTurangi I’'m here at DOC job sharing the Ranger
Service role, looking after rhe tishing licences administra
tion with Storm Bester. I love working in the Fisheries’ team
and now 1 know how to smokc trout,I'm [ooking forwurd to
learning how to catch ene!



Piave Cenley with a nice
queentish caueht o 3
ecent teip to Weipa.North
Queensland avstrabia.
Fhate by Nat Browbedacd

Mark Miloe
Phiotoby:
Kim dfexemdertitita

DAVE CONLEY

1 have been appointed as the new Community Relations
Ranger. Tongariro National Trout Centre to try and £l the
big boots of the recently departed Greg Robinson. and
am greatly looking forwarf to the new role. [ “escaped”
from Auckland in 2000 to take up a managerial role at
alocal 15shing lodge, after a decade or so of commuting
to Turangi on weekends to fish.1 come from a long linc
of Southland fly fishcrmen, and have always felt drvwn
to the river here.

With a working history in hospitality and teaching before
antiving in‘lirangi, 1 spent a number of years working in
the tourism side of the Fishery. first in the lodge business
before moving into a role as a fulltime fishing guide. 1
spent four years guiding. and fed like Thave learst a great deal over that time in regusd to
the local fishery and its importance as anasset that is workd renowned.

1am really enjoying taking ona more“hands on“role in the fishery after a couple of years
with the Department of Corrections, and it feels like a return home in many ways as Lain
combining a couple of passions of mine. I love working with people,:nd have been mad
keen on fishing for as long as 1 can remember

1 have enjoyed tite role of being an advocate for the tishery to visiting anglers in the
past, and 1 feel challenged by what lies ahead for the £shery: It looks like an ¢xciting
time to be getting involved with the fishery, when it scems to mce we are ficing a
numbcr of challenges, especially in regand to securing watcr quality imd dealing with
the encroaching threat of didymo.

Since [ have started with the fishery team I have had the opportunity to help out in
the T po for Tomorrow education progrism, and | am really heartened by the enthu-
siasm kids have for the key messages the program is designed to convey. I think issues
around water quality and the sustainable use of our resources are going 1o become
bigger and bigger concerns in the coming years, and it is exciting to be involved in
helping kids connect with ways they can help manage change

MARK MILNE

Although 1 was born i Rotorua | lived inTasmania for t5 years.(thar explains a few things)
before tetuming in 1998 to school inTe Puke, then heading down south dairy fanning.
Thisismy second scasonasa trap operatorIstartcd with Department
of Conservation at the beginning of 2006 for Ruapehu Area ®ffice as
amember of the track and hut maintenance team.We travel around
all the tracks malcing sure they are up to siandard so you ¢an walk
frecly around on them. | have donc this for the last two summers
Kefore complcting my contract with Ruapchu Area @ffice U was told
about the fish trap operatoi’s job going in Fisherics through one of
my work colleges who had done it the previous scason. h sounded
like fim and next thing | knew 1 was in water waist deep processing
fish in cold temperatiues but 1 loved it.1 don’t know where 1 will endd
up after the winter but I am thinking of doing an OE. or it could be
round three.



BY Jill Earsen-Weksh
Jillis a ranger w our field

opernions progrmme and is
responsible fer compliznce

4nd law cofercenent

IFYOU SUSPECY
SOMEONEIS

FISHING ILLEGALEY,
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CONTACT THE

24 HOURTAUPO
FISHERY DUTY
OFFICER - MOBILE:
027 290 7758
IMMEDIATELY

The Fine Art of Poaching

oaching really is a finc art. To be

successful, the hiwdened poacher

requires lcather skin to withstand
thefreezing tempeiarures of the icy cold
streams or lake over winter. No they
don't generally wear waders; the stan-
dard garb is track pants and runncrs.
Poachers usually work in the dead of
night,althonghon the rivers the bolddo
it in broad daylight.A full moonis valued
becausc there is no need to use a torch. A
good netis a must on the lrger streams
and lake but on the small spawning
streams a landing net or garden pitch
fork is the most effcctive. They often
work in pairs,athough sometimces there
are more of them - probably cie to the
thrill of being involved in illcgal activicy,
It is of coursc a very challenging fcat to
string a net in the lake ordrag it through
the river - yeah right! The reality is that
such f.shing methods are totally indis
criminate, Killing trout of any size or
condition that blunder into the net. We
have secn hauls of trout taken off the
spawning redds that you wouldn't feed
to the cat, sweh is their poor condition.
Fishing with a pichfork doesn’t appcar
to be much more selective cither
Poaching is an ongoing problcm within
the Taupo Fishery. Pethaps some pcople
‘don’t think™ abeut the long teem implica
tions - it is not just the loss of the actual
fish taken butall their cggs and the damags:
done to the eggs already laid in the gravels
by being walked on or uncovered.
A hen (female trour) lays approximately
3,000 eggs so thisty fish killed in a gili net
mity cquate to 15 pairs of adult trout or
45,000 cggs. Furthermore wading back
wards and forwards in the stream bed,
dragging a nct and throwing rocks will
disturb existing rcdds and kill a whole
lot morc eggs. Sure many of these won’t
survive anyway but some would! Thesce
adult £sh and their cggs are the most

valuable fish in the £shery, they have
escaped all the other forms of mortality
and will get to lay their eggs to ensure the
future of the fishery - if only the poachers
leave them alone. Taking 30 such fish is a
major loss and one that is preventable.
Qver the ycars we have successfully
apprehended a number of poachers
though it is difficultto mcasure; oureffee
tiveness, thatis the very nature of such
illegal activity. Nevertheless poaching
leaves distinctive sign and by regularly
checking known arcas we can be con-
fident that it is currently not occurring
on a large scale. Similarly technology has
improved vastly in the last 1 0 years or so
enabling us to utilise methods of detee
tion and surveillance that werc once
unavailable to us.

Akcytool inour apprehension of poachers
is information that keen anglers provide. A
net spotted and reposted immedliately is
most helpful and we i @ 24 hour duey
olficer (sce your licence tor the number)
to take your call at any time of the day or
night, in kuge part for this rcason. Much
less helptul is a report several days atter the
cvent when the offenders have long since
depiarted, though the information may still
have vale for planning future opcrations
Ifysu do find a nct pleascleave it in place,
quictlymoveaway from the scence and give
usa call - we like these sorts of calls!
Don't It poachers get away with steal
ing your trout! If you sec anything you
think is suspicious, then give us a call
and help putan cnd to this activity. We
take this information very seriously
and you can be assured your call will
be in strictest confidence. Don't think
twice, just £ng in. It is better for us to
check out a possible incident and f.nd
it was nothing much at all, than not to
know and these people get away with
the senscless and wasteful Killing of our
pre<ious resource,



Specialising in:-— .
W * Fresh & Saltwater Tai%l
Yo * Rod & Waders Hire e
A » Fishing Licences N :
* Hunting Peimits )/\
* Fishing Guides & Boat Charters
* Heme stay accommodation
and 24hrervice

Steve and Ph/Fax:
Angela Barry 07 378 3714
(new awners) Mabile:

147 Tendasiro Street ) 0274 458 964
Taupo |

 Right an the Lanks of the world famous |
Tengarire River.
* Inexpensive riverside accemmodation. |
‘fwin/Doubles frem $55 per night
. L:};ée shared Kitchen/Oining Rew wilh all fucilities
» TV Lounge with epen fire andi sun decks:
* Fishing guides avadable
15 Taupehi Read, ’rurangi
New Zealand. Ph: (07) 3868
150 Fax: (07) 386 8150
Email: shortsmansiodge@xtra.conz

tory

o

Double & Shared|.
rooms ;

from $20 p/p §

Tongariro River 400 mefres,

Log Fire, Large Deck, BBQ,
Gear Storage, Mew Facilifies

Laupg Mieh b S

Creel Tackle House
189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS

@ Quaity fly tying materials
@ Hire tackie
@ Open 7 days

Central North Island Agents for:

B N
31 3 State Highway 1, Te Rangi Ita
RDZ Turangi 3382

Budget priced accommodation,
big on comfort and service.
+ Frem $S0pesnight. « Twinordousléroems
* Lockwood accemmcedation
® Freezer and filsh smeker. * Guldes arranged
= Stenes thro.y to [ake
¢ 200m te TaundRga-iaupo River

Ph/Fax (07)386 008

PRy yrem——y)

Tongariro River Rafting offers you superb
n-,rrngh and diy fly fi A lated wuig:
Wesupply sumptuct
Don't just dream,
chauffeured, raft fisl

ly wh

Tongariro River Rafting

PO Box 281 ulangi.
Ph: OBOO 10 10 24.  Fax: 07 386 6445,
Email: rafling@xira.co.nz

SUPERIOR HOMESTAY

Right on the Tongariro River

Qut the gate und you
&rc in rite 1siand Pool

Special Winter Rates
F for Fishermen: 2 nights
‘e includes csoked breakfaits.
SingleS199 per night.
. Double S120 per night:

Ie¢ rescevations contact yaur
FISHING LODGE  hests Mary. Dianne and Reb.

155Taupaki Rd,Turangi. Now Zealand Pl: 07 386 5538
Fax: 07386 5356 Email: ikeladgelaixira.co.iz

Judge’s Pool Motel

* 9 selt contained units
* Quiet surroundings, ne traftic noise

* Full tacilities tor fishermen
* Spa pool
5% discount on

accommonalion when
you show fhis ad

92 Taupehi Road, Turangi
Phone: 07 386 7892
Fax 07 386 7890

Yurangi Cabins &
Holiday Park

» Campervans(Caravans * Tent Sites
* 96 Budget Cabins « On.site caravans

FACILITIES INCLUDES:
+ Kitchens & dining roems catering for over §00 pople
. Liundrics with aut.omati¢ washing machines,
dryers & dryink room
+TV room » BBQ area « Tablc Teanis « Childrens Play Aea
* Telephone « Fisth deaning arca & fish ficcze
* Caravan & oot Storage




* TARATA FISHAWAY o

+ ACCOMMOBATION « GUIOED OR UNGUIDED FISIING =

Siwated in the ;¢melc Moke) Valley vAere Ihe picluresque
Rangitilei River meets the rugged Ruahins Renges, tinique
trou: fishing right a1 our door Step.

Locairon, location. location Nev:)! Riuer Retreat,
Spa Bath, Homestead, Fisherman's.Cottase. Trout
Fishing, Ratting, 1ramping. Spotlight Safaris,
Camp ®uts, "Mini" Golf, Cray Bird Shooting

YourHosks Trvd &

Stesihen Matiocl.

Ph: 0 385 0334,

Fax: 06 388 0954

Email: ishaway@a ia.c 0.0z
Webi vawwidiatacon:

The closest secommedacion to the mast Prxductive
wour fishary in MNew Zealand Vasit: “Coneace Us ar
wwwhrewntrauthaiseconz or Ph 07 386 0308

RUAPEHU FISHING

ACCOMMODATION

Whakapapa R, Mangawhero R,
Whanganui Headwaters,
Retaruke R, Ongarue R.

Uncrowded fishing, in some of the North islands finest
back-country trout fishing waters, and use Haven,
Tocated In Raurimy, 85 your dase,

See cur web site for details, fishing info and availabity.
www havennet.nz

* All stondords of
occommodefien
from $25 per night
per person

« Self cetering
facilities ond BBQ
oreos

+ Alo Corte
Restouront

* Micro Breweiy
* Spo & Souno

» We'll even cook
your catch!

Forbaakings: Bax 174 Turongi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: {07) 386 0106

Can'’t afford a holiday home? |
—What about a permanent site for

your caravan for fishing or holidays.

Quiet peaceful sites {11 LT g T (1T

o 2 minutes from Motel & Caravan Park

Vit : §.H.1 Waitahanui,
2 mins from lake front.

| * 10 mins from

[ 0.
ning room

Kaunanawa Bistro
LICENCED RESTAURANT
al the Kaimanawa L.odge, furangs

Delicious foed
ler hungry fishcrmen
HOSTS: Jim & Rae Magan

258 Taupali Road
Phenc 07 386 87 ax 07 386 87
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Driving a Haines Hunter is an experience that Haines
Hunter owners never tire of. Whether it’s out for the sheer
thrill of it or for the peaceful laid #ack cruise to and from
their favourite fishing spot or beach, the ride Haines Hunter
offers has them all hooked. Haines Hunter Boats are the
result of a continued development plan that reviews each
model continuously, locking for the smail things that can
make boating life that much better. The all new Sports
Euro 700 is a perfect example of this process. Featuring
a new closed off cabin sectlon that offers warmth and
protection from the elements and noise reduction for those

. FIAINSS) E UrhA =R

who would like to cruise dquietly. And fer
a touch of luxury we have added electric
windows so you may adjust ventilation
to suit the day. Don't forget that every

of our production team appointed to quality g
control the manufacturing process from start to finish. It's
their boat with their reputation signed into the inspection
process when the boat leaves the factory. This assures
you of the best possible result. Test drive a Haines Hunter
and feel the difference, you'll be hooked too.

™

THE SECRET IS IN THE RIDE

" [ Marine
Industry.
Assodiation
ey TEALD

Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 80 Cawley Streel or P.O. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland, Néw Zeatand
Free Phone 0588 HAINES, Phone 09 579 9681, Fax 08 525 0173.
Email sales@haineshunter.co.nz + www.haineshunterco.nz




Visit www.yamaha-motor.co.nz or call 0B0D Yamaha

PERFECT BALANCE

Four Strole

Yamaha highest in Customer Satisfaction with
Four Stroke Outboards, two years in a row”

Once again Yamaha
experience available. |
running, superb perfor economy, and amamngly low nnlse stls, with no weight penalty over 2 stroke outboards. Join the
four stroke revolution, choose from NZ's most comprehensive four stroke model range at your Yamaha dealer...today.

4 STROKE
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