TARGET TAUPO

A newsletter for Taupo Anglers

NOVEMBER 2005, ISSUE 50

Department of Conservation
Te Papa Atawhai



serious. tools

fer serjous anglers

| O/ATION

MALARCING KILWELL TRACITION & TECHNDLUGT

You will be struck by the lightweight
balance and magical sense of power,,  Model Length Line Pleces

this red is just asking to be cast, 8554 8" 5 ]
mended and bent heavily into the fish ~ 9053 90" .5 b
of your dreams With a fast progressive 8564 86" 6 4
action thisis the cheice of anglers AL, TG 8
wanting to throw long, tight loops into gggg g_gN 5 3
the breeze From the deep turquoise 908 20 s 5
100% carben fibre blank with its 9083 90" 8 3
durabte carbon scrim, and quality asg s s 3
titanium coated single foot guides 959 9'6~ 9 2

T romiintio

With a sensitive tip and reseve of mid  Model Length  Line  Pieces

and butt power Presentation rods will 808 80" 4 2
c 2

threw-shon delicate loeps equally as 564 "°” i’ g

well 35 Iong tight ones. Crafted with 2055 90 = 2

PROUDLY h i i 9064 90" 6 4

Only KILWELL ROD CRAF T NEW ZEA AND MADE RODS come ard chrome singte foot snake guides, oo " g5 5 5

waih a3 Special 5 Year Lnsanditional Rod Blank Guasantee - / quality Portugese cork and up-focking 907 90" 7 2

Regardless of the ciccumstances of any rod blank damage or walnut barreled reel seat and finished 2075 a0 7 s

breakage KIWAELL vall sepaic or replase the rog icee of charge i \ . g 4 3 2

This warranty is in addition to the XILWELL fifetime warranty = v g Stefa\thy atte W!‘h ma\f.hmg 208 90 3 z

®vering manufaciuring defeets. SINCE 1933 cosmetjcs - Presentation series fly rods - 9084 90" 8 4

what litetime memories are made of. 939 96 9 2

* o YA A —
Scientific Scientific Anglers Mastery e NYMPH TAPER (AF)
An lcrq~ Nymph Taper Fly Lines Features:
- d . 5 3 FRONT REAR |RUNNING

g o 8ig. powerful iront taper ior longer casts with wWr | Tip ITRAC:ER BELLY Tw’\PER‘ N‘V\]\Nul HEéTD E?JE}H

weighted nymphs. Excellent mending and iol|
casting properties. Exisa long head length. allows
single handed spey and ovechead casting and

MR a [0s'] 5.5 [200°[250' [ 240" | 655 [ 100.0'
200']250"] 235" | 660" [ 1000

impraves fine control. Braided multifilament 258" 1008
nylon core for optimum air entrapment, minimum 20.0' | 1000°
memory and maximum floatation. Patented AST 20.0' 100.0'
formulation for tonger casing. Willow colour
Available in WF-4-F to WF.8-F - —
e TROUT TAPER (WF)
FRONT REAR [RUNNING| HEAD | TOTAL

Wr | Tip | TAPER |BELLY [TAPER | LINE | LENGTH[1ENGTH
ADVANCEDSHOOTI NG.TECHNOLOGY, a 05 55 [21.5/[10.0/[ 530" | 37.0° | 900

° 21.7°111.0° S1.0° 39.0" | 90.0°
" | i ] -
3M /nnovation 220'[120'| 490 | 410 | %00

22.2'|13.8° | 470 43.0° | 90.0'

Scientific Anglers Mastery Trout Taper Fly Lines Features: = TROUT TAPER (BT)

Excels at traditionat dry fly peesentations. Versatile taper for mest trout

files and ¢conditions. Supple coating, (ew memory, Exos|ent floatation, FRONT REAR TOTAL
Deticate and ackurate at alf ranges Exceplienal perlesmanceiin all weather.  _WT P_| FAPER | BELLY | TAPER P_| LENGIH
Popular Willow colout Available in WE- 4 10 WF.2-F & BT 4-F to BT-6-F 4 |05 5.95 79.0° 5155 0.5 90.0

S 0.5 6.3 77.4° 6.3 0 90.0°

it SHOOTING 6 los | 70 [760 | 720 |os | go0

FISHING



TARGET TAUPO

A newsletter for Taupo Anglers

NOVEMBER 2005, ISSUE 50

Published by

Taupo Fishery Area

Pepartment of Conservation
Tongariro/Taupo Conservancy
Private Bag, Turangi, New Zealand
‘Telephone (87) 386 8607

Front cover: Winter fishing i crystatclear water at the Fence Pool on the
Tongariro River. Photo: Callyimn Bevike

ISSN 01145185

General enquiries and address changes email: fishinfo@doc.govt.nz

Production and advertising by Fish & Game New Zealand
Contact Peter McIntosh: Telephone (89) 634 1800

Facsimile (89) 634 2948

Email: peter.mcintosh@fishgamenz.co.nz



The riews expressed in
Target feacho are tbose of
tbe contribntors and do
not necessariy reflect
Depariment of
Consereition poticy

Organisations and
agencies ar welcome to
print articles-in an
unaltered form feom tbis
pubticalion, providing
Judl acknowiedgement is
aiven to the Departinent
of Conservation.

he printing of
mformation in any other
Jorm reqiitres tbe express
permnission of e Taapo
Fisbery Area Manager;
Department of
Conservation, Tirangt

CONTENTS

Taupo Tishing District Map oot o L feaii D
Hidden secrets of Taupo trout revealed 4
by Dr Michel Dedual l

Log jams in the Waipa-Stream ... T el o O T i e R e ety P e T 21
by Rob Hood

Winter Jishing finally delivers : 2

by Glenn Mcaclean

Thar 9 Mag WIN —ceesL G LW AT LT e by ey it A K e AR 20
by Rob-dfclay

Nasty alga comtinues wo-spread.oo .o : e o
v Jobn Gibbs

Harvest survey at'faupo well undessvay..
by Robltood

She'sback! ... 3%
by Rob Hood

N EICE ke SEMIHn TSI s Do AR bt TR X, B A 800, iy et Wiy e e st b s g

TacgetTaupo is 50! : o 00,
by fobn Gibbs
This catch had a sting in it 9 L M Ee—

by Jobn Gibbs

$o yot: think someone is fishing illegally? 45
by Petring Prancis

550, (T O RGN I LT A | L 0 o et 1 Wi e a8l i Fo 131 T0 e o vembd A7
) Rob Hood & Mark Vennan

Taupo for Tomorrow gains momentum vl T3
O Petrina Prancis

Holc in the Hi AFE T I S i e O A P 59
by Catlum Barrke

Promising prosPects (o Fake Ouarnan@akan ..o i oo aisse s s 51
by MarR Venman

Asveck in the management of tNCTANRO BSNELY . viisiereremariasemisiiiitiesmmerrrys e e e 335
by Glenn Maclean

Don’t rubbish your AVers. ..o
Contribited by Jared Goedbart of Sporting Life Turangi

Team changes




Tongariro/Taupo Conservancy

TONGARIRO/TAU
CONSERVANCY ‘

BAY O!j PLENTY
CONSERVANCY

Taumarunui

Raetlhl Q-

WANGANUI
CONSERVANCY s

10 f’ 20 30km
L )

L

Fver

i Conservancy Office
Conservancy Boundary
Land Administered by DOC

@

=0




by Dr Michet Deduel

Michel is eur Fishery
Area Scientist flaifing
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Switzertand be s alse «
tery cutbusiastic angler
amd buuter.

placea listening
= _station or data__
Ingger on the lake
- bed in 2003.
Photo: Jobn Gibbs

'HIDDEN
SECRETS
OF_ TROUT

IN LAKE TAUPO REVEALED

THIS GROUND-BREAKING YEAR.-LONG STUDY TRACKING THE
MOVEMENTS OF RAINBOW TROUT IN LAKE TAUPO CAME AS A
BIG SURPRISE TO US AND WILL LIKEWISE ASTOUND MANY
TAUPO ANGLERS. THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY
IS ALREADY BUZZING ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS.

¢ characterised by vertical and

ontal gradicats of temprruure,

solved oxygen, light. currents and

other water parameters that influence ehe
distribution and movement of lish. While
more than 30 years of reseacch has gremly
advanced our understanding of many aspects
of the tiver dwelling phase of rainbow trout

in the Taupo catchmenr, cthe behaviour of

individual troutin the lake remains boorty
understood. Whar o rainbow 1rout do in
Lake Taupo during the course of a day, a
scason, or a year? lHow do they respond o

physical factors such as temperature and
cucrent? What is their home 1iinge and does
this vary with scason or in response to other
variables? This information on trowl move-
ment and habiat preferences is vital when
designing monitoring progremmes, making
management decisions, particularly in regard
1o the impact of angling, and when consi
ering the potential impact of changes in lake
water uality on cthe fishery.

Our knowledge of the movement of minbow
trout in Laki Taupo until recently was limited

0 the recovery of ragged fish which

R



Troul cauglt for the
acoustic tracking prroject
were peld overnight in a
Slouting plastic bag to
check for any delayed
mortatity.

Phote: Gienn Maclean

DrMichel Bedual
nafplamts a transmitter
inte ¢ trenl. The fish was
then allowed to recover
and refeased back inte the
lake From tbat moment
on ils morements were
ansmitted and vecorded
by data loggers en the
lake bed

Pbote: Glenn Maclean

provided information eniy on the release and
recapture locations. Where the trout went
between those wwo points, which could be
months or years apart, was unknown. for
example, we have some information on
tagged fish  that
‘fongariro River and recaptured later at

were marked in the

diff ereat points around the kake but we don‘t
know what they did in the meantime

A range of techniques have been used to
artempt to describe the vertical distribution
and movement of fish in oceans or in the
open water zone of Jakes amongst which
radio and ultrisonic iracking arc 1the most
common. These techniques apply a tg
which seads out a ritdio or acoustic signal

which requires toecking from o boat.

Contactwithihe Gsh is typicaliy lostwithina
fiw days Although these teansmitters send a
signal cvery few seconds, which is great for
reahime teacking, it
short bateery life.

also means they have a

rin recent years the development of
logging
stations has created an oppornunity to
deploy an array of receivers that can record
transmitter signals over long time periods
and large arcasAlso. the rate of signal trans-

Howe

cfficient and chcap automatic

mission can be reduced to as low as onc
signal per minute, which cnables the tag to
last many months but sull provides a large
dara sct 1hat allows description ef the fish's
finer movemems

1 the tmasmiteers also comain deprhscensors
then  vertical also be
described. Similarly if a temperature sensor is

movement  can

addedto the same tag then the data recorded
by the detectors will describe water temiper
aturc as well as horizontal and vertical move:
ment Tags with the ability to record depth
and emperature have beea vsed before but
the problem was that this could only be.done
using archival tags which stored the informa
tion in 1he tag rather than sending it to a
rceeiver.This meant that the animal carrying
it had to be recaptured in order to download
the detailed dat. For fish then, most tags and
their information would acver be recavered,
ruling them out as a practical option.

In 2003 we collaborated with a trinsmiticr
manufacturer in Canada to develop a “silver
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Figure J.:7he (ecillens of bullet”. This hi-tech tag sends a signal boat in a plastic bin filled with water to the
the dula loggers around relaying the tempeseture and depth where tagging site.Here the fish was held overnight
LakeTatpe the fish is ssimming every minute or so. day’ in a floating black plastic bag to check for

and night, for a year to any remote data
loggers within range. We used this g to
discover rinbosw trout behaviour in Lake
Taupo and these acoustic transmitters are
now demanded by scientists world-wide.

HOW WAS IT DONE?

Thirty six fish svere caught between
November and December 2003 at different
locations acound Lake Taupo by troliing and
fly fishing along the drop-offs. Each lish suit
able fer tagging was transported by a pick-up

any delayed mortality: In 1the morning it was
ancsthetized in a solution of clove oil and a
tmansmitter implanted in its body cavinyThe
incision was stitched and the fish was
released after several hours recovery From
that moment on it was transmitting the
depth in which it was swimming and its
body temperature.

To record the data we installed 16 “listening
stations or data loggers at strategic locations
around the lake bed (Figure 1) that autemat-
cally recorded any tagged fish swimming



Mlke Stenl owner and pmfessmnal gmde of Taupos new. Hunhng & Fishing Fly & Gun Outdoors store, with client and fine
back country rainbow caught not far from 27 Gascoigne Street, the store’s new location. Come and see us when next in Taupo.

NOW AT 27 GASCOIGNE STREET, TAUPO

Fly and Gun Taupo’s
complete outdoors
store has relocated
to 27 Gascoigne St.

Professional outfittters
proud to offer a
comprehensive range
of the worlds best
waders and fly rods.

Sage and Simms undeniably the very best.
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www.sageflyfish.com www.simmsfishing.com
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OUT NOW! new 112pg Summer catalogue : NIEIW S BT N DR
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' guve 2: e number of
signals received by cuch
data togger (Yreen
circle), and the naumber
of different fish visiting
each size (orauge circie)

Yatle 1:The mnnber of
visits made 16 cach location
by mditvidvai trow the
ramber of dey's each fish
wets tracked and the
neitineeon distance it swean

within 800m to lkm from the station.The
receivers were bolted on a stake that wus
driven into the sand or jammed in rocks by
divers. The position of each station wus
recorded by GPS. A year later, at the end of
the trial in December 2004, we 1ecovered
the data loggers, downloaded the data and
started (o explore it

The first surprise was the number of indi-
vidual pieces of data collected. In total more
than 2 million records were downloaded.
This mammoth data bank provides limitless
opportunities for analysis Its ¢xploration
will be ongoing for some time and there are
many paths yet to be investigated. However,

in chis article 1 will answer some of the most
obvious and buming questions

DO TROUT FAVOUR ANY SPOTS
IN THE LAKE MORE THAN
OTHERS?

If we look at the nember of signals received
by cach logger frem cach fish (Figure 2) it
ly
between Waihaha and Karangahape Clifl's

appears that the Western Bays, especi

were the 1most attraciive partof the ke Fhe
custern side of the lake from Wharcewaka
Point south to the TaurangiTaupo River
mouth was also favoured. Interestingly we
expected fitvoured fishing spots such as The
Delta and Rangatiia Point to be more attrae
tive thanthey proved to be.

However,it s passible that:a large number of
signals may have been sent bya small number
of fish that remained in the same arca for a
long time. Therefore another wiry to assess
wihat are the most favoured areasis o look at
the number of diffierent ragged fish that visited
cuch site. Genenaliy there was a geosd relation-
ship between the number of detections and
the number of fish that visited the different
locations.However,at Wsihaha this proportion
was higher than in the other locations indi-
cating that the large numbers of detections
were in pant the result of some jish renudning
close to the logger for long beriods Again
Rangatisa Point was the least visited arca.

THESE FIRST RESULTS CLEARLY
INDICATE THAT TROUT MOVE
AROUND LAKE TAUPO, BUT
HOW OFTEN AND WHY?

From the data we can look at how many
ion
the

times each {ish visited a particular loc

and  what locations  received

most-traffic”. A single visit is defined as the
period from when the fishis f:rstdetected by
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‘When did it arrive there When did it leave

11/05/2004 14:24:31
12/05/2004 15:13:25
12/05/2004 16:27:31
12/05/2004 16:53:09
12/05/2004 17:44:50
13/05/2004 02:01:48
13/05/2004 03:06:24
13/05/2004 04:21:47
13/05/2004 04:21:47
13/05/2004 12:12:10
13/05/2004 17:39:12
13/05/2004 18:01:17

Where did it go

Kuratau 11/05/2004 14:16:31
Waimarino 12/05/2004 14:38:18
Waimarino 12/05/2004 15:59:23
Waimarino 12/05/2004 16:53:09
Waimarino 12/05/2004 17:37:08
Tauranga-Taupo 13/05/2004 01:59:56
Tauranga-Taupo 13/05/2004 02:48:34
TaurangaTaupo 13/05/2004 03:36:20
Tauranga-Taupo 13/05/2004 03:36:20
Kuratau 13/05/2004 12:08:49
TaurangaTaupo 13/05/2004 17:11:00
TaurangaTaupo 13/05/2004 18:01:17

Tuble 2:Morements of fidr = 2 betuven 11 and 13 Asay 2004 The fish wes a maiden female
430mnrcawght on a downrigger at Whakalpe Bay on 24 November 2003 When the fish siows
at e same tocedinu several tines during the scome day this indicates that if wes bolding in the

General area bt on occastons moved fir enongh awey to be owtside of the arca of delection

a logger until the fish moves out of range
again.The results are presented inTable 1 on
page 8.

With the cxception of Rang:
ta.gged fish visited most lecation s at some time
during the Year. Motuwhaca Island, Waibaha

Point, most

and loromatan gi Reef had the heaviest tiaflic
being visited 1468 ames by 23 fish, 1372 times
by 21 fish and 1114 tinies by 27 fish respee
tively By compatison, Ran gatira Point was only
visited 11 times by 7 different fish. Interestin gly
a large number of fish visited Motutiko Island,
an isolated rock outcrop in the middie of
nowhere in the lake. Ir may be that trout use
Motutaiko as a “lake mark™ when travelling
between other locations.,

Comparing the number of locations cach
trout visited and the number of visits inade by
cach fish shows that individual trout in Lake
Taupo do their own thing rather than
following a similur pattcrn of movemcent.
Some travel @ great deal and visit many
diferent locations with three tagged fish ¢ fish
= 3,7.and 25) visiting cvery location in the
lake during the year Other fish travelled
much less (fish # 4, 11, 12, 20, 29). Somc¢
others visited few diffierent locations but traw
¢lled regularly between these (fish * 28)

By knowing where and when cach fish
changed location it is possible to determine
the swimming path each onc fellowed. An
example of the movement of a single fish is
presented inTable 2

The movement of cach fish can therefore be
reconstructed for the year-long study period
(Figure 3).This shows that Taupo rainbows
can be classificd into several Bypes according

to their patterns of travelling. The large
nuyjor.ity arc “wanderers” that travel anywhere
around the lake and frequently crisscross the
middle of the kke just like goldfish would
travel in a fish bowl Another type of fish
coams widcly bur avoids some parts of the
lake. in particular these “partial roamers®
scem to avoid the southern end. A thicd type
could be called “eastenders™ as they travel
backwards and forwards along the castern
shore and rarcly crossthe lake.

Yetanother pattern of movement is togoalong
the entire edge of the kike without crossing it
(sidelincers”). Finally some fiish didn’t move
much at all cenuining most of the time i the
arcawhere they were caught and tagged.

The pattern followed was independent of the
size.sex,or maturity of the fish, or the mcthods
and location of capturc. It is interesting that
similar variable patterns of movemem were
also feund in sea-111n winbow trout (stecthead)
in British Columbia The fact that scverl
patterns of movement exist in Lake Taupo is
good news, 1t indicates that there are several
options for laupo trout to choose from; they
don't have to all do the sumc thing Any wout
population where lish don't have a choice of
movement or location is very vulnerable to
overharvest by anglers concentrating their
ctfiort in these Darticular arcas.

It is still unctear if fish originating flom the
castern and/or southern tributarics ar¢ more
likely to shew un
During this study one fish that was tagged at

“castender” behavioue
the TaurangaTaupo Jiver mouth was recap
turcd at the Waipa trap in the Ton gariro
retuming to spawn presumably where it was



bora.‘ihe swimming path of this fish indi-
cated that it was a typical ‘castender™so it is
possible thin seme of the pattern obscrved
relates to the trout’s stream of erigin.
Unforumately it was not possible in this
experiment to idendfy from which tributary
any other wagged fish originated. T
kelts in the difilerent spawning tributasics

weuld be one means to overcome this if we
repeated the experiment, but is complicated
by the difficulty in ascertaining which kelts
will survive another year: With each truns-
mitter costing over $1000 it is importam 10
only tag fish that are likely te survive.

HOW FAR DO TROUT SWIM IN
LAKE TAUGPO?

From the swimming paths 1t i pessible 1o
measure the totaldistance that cach lish trav-
clled by adding the distances from oae loca
tionto the next where the tish was recorded.
It is however imporant o realise that this
calculation provides the abselute minimwum
estinmatien as the distance is measured in a
stoiight Jine between stations and doesa't
allow fer the vestical movements or any

igure 3.Tbe travelling
Youte of individual fisb
o Lake T
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windesing that thedish may have done on its
way. Table 1 shosvs that the roamers have
travelled a lot with theehampion fish being a
4£70mm long male previous spawner caught
ona dowarigger at the White Cliffs. This treut
swiam at least 5752 km between (6
Becember 2003 and 23 August 2004 (or an
average of 22.9 km per day)! Such a distance
is comparable o that of its ancestors, the
steelhead, which swim in the Pacific Ocean
ka, and Ci
rs of origin draining

bewween Japan. Al
returning (o their riv

the west coast of America. Another way to
leok at these distances is 10 cealize that even
if 1akeTaupo appears o be huge it is in fact
just a large fish bowl than rainbow trout
know like the back oftheic fins.

Notably, the distnce and the riw of trwvel in the
lake is much higher than in the Toagariro River
Didng the Tongariro tacking experiment we
esticmaged tha the fasiest fish travelled from the
Tongariro Delta 1o the Waipa trap (26 km away)
in 16 days This cquined to am
claily movement of only 1.6 km.

U averagse

WHY DO THEY TRAVEL SO MUCH?
It is wel established what cout @ Lake Taypo
refy on smeh for l'eed Smelt spend most of
theichivesin the open waners of Lhe lake before
reatening to spawa along the sandy beaches
d river mouths in late spring and summer.
For e last 3 years we have been monitoring,
the abundance of smeht monthly aleng the
shore of Like Taupe. One monitoring location
is on the beachat Waitahanui! This site is in the
1 i
~This allows us to cemparc: the number

same overll area that was covered by

logp
of tagged trout recorded by the legger with
the abundance (catch per unit cffiovt or CPUE)
of smeltalong the beach. during, the year¥Vhen
the abundance of smelt Caught in cach beach

seme haul is high then e number of trewt
detections and  the  laftic intensity also
incecases (Figure €).This confirms that the
abundance of smelh isa key faceor to explain
treut distribution in Lakelaupo

When smelt are out in the open waters
offshorc they show up on our annual treut
indicate

echeseunding survessdhese surveys
thin smelk are not evenly cliswributed acress the
IakeThis patchiness in theirdisi butionforces
treut (0 twasel ancl they bave to travel far
because the distances between smelt concens
wtions may be ke, not helped by the tact
that the smele also move around a fair bit too.
This scarch for feod is likely to be e main



Visit www.yamaha-mator.co.nz or call 0800 Yamaha

THE REVOLUTION CONTINUES

Four stroye

Once again Yama 0 i perfectly balanc:ad
boating experience available. Innovative and technologically superior, . the Yamsha 150 a purpose built four stroke
outboard offers clean running, superb performance, economy, and amazingly low noise levels...with no weight penalty
over 2 stroke outboards. Join the four stroke revolution, choose from NZ's most comprehensive four stroke model
range at your Yamaha dealer...today.

4 STROKE
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driving force of trout movement in thetake.
If we could predict where smelt will be at
any panicular time of 1he year then anglers
could use this information to target the
arcas wbere the fishing was likely to be the
best. Unjortunately atthis stage we can only
speculate where smelt are most likely to be
found. Angling lore, experience and “intu-
ition”"may stillbe your best guide.

Justlike the trout.every predator in the foed
chain has o follow its prey and in Lake
Taupo smelt follow zooplankton that follow
phytoplinkton. All these organisms can
swim except phytoplankton which are
microscopic  floating plants and not
equipped with any active locomotion

Parklands Motorlodge

HIZLCOMAIX SR RN CE CONTIE . RESTAVIONTANDBAR

The fdeal base for skii

. fishing, tramping, rafting and exploring the Tongariro

Natiorial Park. Best Wester Parklands Matorlodge features 31 comfortable ground

floar units - 12 Studio Units sleep 1-2 persans. 19 One bedroom family units sleep
1-5 persons all with kitchenette. A 20 point Matorhome Park and ample parking
far ve nd baats. Coach groups welcome. 35mins to Whakapapa Skiffeld,

system. However this doesn’t mean that
phytoplankton don’t move around the lake,

as they are at the mercy of its currents.

There ane thnxe main cutrents in fake laupo
and these are strong enough to easily stir
phytoplankton sending it into big eddies (as
shown in the photos on pages 14 and 15).
Mecasurements of cument velocity made by the
National Institute of Water and Aimospherc
(NIW4) indicase that the current and conse-
quently the phytoplankton can move faster
than 30 cm per second (Figrire 3- page 15)This
iS ser.ous cutnent, equivallent to the F.ow in
tivers where anglers cross at the il of pools.
The*wes:em curcent” areates a backawvater ant
in the Western Bays between Waihaha and
Karangahape Cliffs.‘this backwater is where
the phytoplankton will be transported by the
centrifugal force of the current and accunny
late. In tum s rich biew willact as an ine-
sistible trout magnet. It is worthwhile nolng
that the current doesn't always spin in the
sume disection For example the picture tiken
in March 2084 indicates that the cugrent was
spinting clockwise Cenversely when NIWA
mezsured the current in 2002 it svas spinning
anticlockwise. However.cegardless of the ditec-
tion of the current the Western Bays arca will
still form a backvarater and remain atteactive, It
is interesting how this cogrelates with our own
observations made over 15 years of echo
sounding surveys, that this arca of the lake
imvaci:ably has high smelt densities and whesr
ever this occurs then there wiill alse bea lot of
uowt evident on the echograms



There are alse currcnts aleng the eastesn and
southern sides of the iake. However in these
areas the currens ace not as stcong and there
are no backwaters crcated. ‘The current on
the eastetn side of the luke is nevertheless
casily detectable when fishing, for example
at the mouth ef the Tauranga®iaupo River
Most anglers familiac with the area knew
that it is common to see the line dragged
down in a direction eppesite te the waves.

IS THERE A PARTICULAR TIME
OF THE YEAR WHEN TROUT
MOVEMENT INCREASES?

The frequency of fish changing locations was
limited during spring and early sunvner but

increased dramatically in  March and
cemained high until August when it abated
(Figurce 6 . page 16)This indicates that trout
movement is more intense during autumn
and winter than during spring and summec
Again.smclt may be the key to explaining this
pattern.Smelt cencentrate near the shore and
spawn from November to March. Buring this
peried trout can focus on this area and as a
result don’t have to travel much. However,
when smelt spawning is over, treut have te
find and follow them in the pelagic zone of
the jake, inducing some large mevements,
‘Fhis is where the position, directions and
steength of the currents wil previde seme
cluesas to where the rainbows will be.

. HAINESJHUNTER
COUNTRY

Central North Islond
Haines Hunter Dealer.

Enquire about our new
boat packages now.

Lake Taupo www.trevterrymarine.co.nz

Nukuhau Street. PO Box 1038, Taupo Email: sales@trevierrymarineco.nz
Ph: {07) 378 7779 Fax: {(07) 378 8166 A/h {07) 377 0897
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Photos of Lalie Teu po
taken by fonathan King
white sky eliving on 5
Mavch 2004, t1e thinks
the ptume was derived
from bank eroston off
the Wbite Cliffs due te
bigh take levels and
wave ccrie dnring the
storm and fioed cvent
on 1-3 March 2003 ‘ime
sitfaace sedtnmem pltmne
Srom the linvanga
Tanpo River is also
wvisible at &e sonth end
of tbelake - but tursing

in the eppesite direction.

The colder Tongarire
River plume dived
beneath the Tanrangee
Teczspm Plime at-a deph
of 30m.

bt

Since the intensity of travel vades between
location s it is worthwhile exploring what
happened at each daa logger site. The date of
arrival and time cadh fish spent at each loca-
tion indicates that there is no predictable
scasonal pattern of movement by trour
wround the lake, other than they all move
muchmoreover autumn and wimer However
the lake @an be spiit in several aress where the
listening stations share similar toif lic pattens.
T'he engineroom in lxke mpo is thecentral
part of the lake steetching from theTauranga
Taupo River mouth in the south cast to

Kajanguhape Cliffin the west to Kawakawi
4 Point to
the north cast. In this area the traffic is
Iy heavier than in the rest of the

Bay tothe north west to Wharew:

substanti:
lake (Figure 7 - page 18)

The southern end of the jake south in a line
from the Waimarino River to Kuratau has its
own pattern of visitution that doesn't show any
obvious increass: in fish trftic during winter.
Inthe cast from ‘Te Kauwue Pointto Rangatia
Peint and including Whakaipo Reef; 1he lack of
teaffic compured to the other areas was
dramatic and cleagly indicates that this pact of
the lake functions very differcndly to the others
‘the causes of these eudical differences in
traffic between the dffierent pans of the luke
arc uncleacThe teaffic intensity in the central
part of the take indic
icavel a lot ro capture enough smeit in this

ucs thiat tro ut have to

an

However the number of taggel Gish using
the central part of the lake aso suggests that
cyen though a lot of swimming is required, it is
still worthwhile, Il is certainly an cffective
strategy when you consider the excellent
fitness und condition of maiden trout ip the
lak ¢ dtaybe in the other parts of the lake such
as Tire Deltu accea, there is a consistent but
Govited supply of smelt providing op porguni-
ticsfor a smatler number of dish.

D® TROUT TRAVEL MORE AT

NIGHT OR DURING THE DAY?

Tout arrive at new locations at all times of
the day (Figuce 6). However Figure 8 (page
20) reveals that the frequency of arrival and
depurture at new locations is usually the
highest betwecen 00 and 08:000 in the
morning and lowest between 16:00 and
17 n the afternoon’the results also indi-
cute thit in general trout arc probably less
active at mght. Oveiscas researchers have
ulso found that sulmon in the norih Pacific
revel in the open occan more during

daylight than night hours. The samce
researchers suggest that inthe occan.sulmon
need Iighl direction as 4 compuss to travel.
Another plausible explanation for Timpo is
that rainbow 1cout arc visual feeders and are
therefisre more  efticient during daylight
hours. Trout feeding opportunilies are espe-
cially good at dawn and dusk when enough



of 800 to 1000 mcires from the logger) for
only very short petiods of time (Figure 9 -
page 20). Indeed.54.8 % of all visits lasted for
less than 10 minutes and only 6.8 % lasted
more than 2 hours. This reiterates that
rainbow trout are highly mobile in jakeTaupo
and that they are on the move most of the
time. But are there any particular locations
where trout make shorter or longee visits than
others? For this analysis 1 omitted Rangatira
Point because of the low number of visits at
this location. Overall there are no major diffier-
ences between locations in relation 10 the
duration of trout visits Cfable 3 - page 17).

1t doces appears thiit the locations where the
proportion of very short visits (less thanl1®
minutes) is low are also those where the
duration of long visits (greater than 2 hours)
are highT7e locations fitting, this pattesn are
Waihaha, Tunavga-Taupo, Tongariro Delea,
and Waitahanui. interestingly these are all
rivee mouths. The opposite trend wherce the
proporttion of short visirs is above average
lightis presentand the smeleare still close to and the proportion of longer visits is lower,
the surface of the lake. exists at \Wainsteino, Motutaiko 1sland, Te
Kaunte Point. and Motuwhara lsland.
HOW LONG DO TROUT REMAIN Anglers instinctively know that some of the

IN THE SAME LOCATION? best water (o fish is wheee there are 1apid
During this study the majority of trout stayed changes in physical features like depth,
at the same Jocation (within a. deteciion ringe temperaturc, substrate or cureent velocity:

Cucrents at 18 m

Latitude

-38.85
Figure 5:Currenrs measureed {8m below the
water s face Oy vessebmontnted ADCE on 5 Mdy
2802, Date was collected in tieo runs sequen-
tally from north to south siating at the Western -38.9+
Bays ending at turangi, and then o south (e
north run, front Turangi to taupo Boatspeed -3
knots. Brozen lines indicate petential eddies
within e eblitmnion. (Streng wind front South -38.95 ) L : i )
West).Deea courtesy of Max Gibbs, NW A, 17575 1758 17585 1759 17595 176  176.05
Haniiton, New' Zealand l.ongitude

i0cms™t




Figure 6:Date and time
of arncats atneu!
{ocations (il fisb

cembined).
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Such rapid changes affect notonly fishbutatl
types of living creatures. Ecologists talk
about the “edge effect” 10 describe these
areas that are more attractive and productive
in ecological systems. in Lake Taupo the
“edge effect” can be created by a rapid
change of depth such as at the drop-®if or a
change of tempcerature and also current
velocity at the “rip™ where cold river water
cuns into the slow; warm water of the lake.
The boundary between weed beds and tbe
open sand, such as in Motuoapa Bay, also

creates-an aphealing edge effect to trout.

Tlie theory of "edge effect” provides some
explanation for the differences between the
ume fish spend at different locations in the
lake. For examiple it is easy (o conceive why
the river mouths are attrac tive and, conwersely,
why trout don't generally hang around loc¥
tions surrounded by uniformly deep water
(Morutaiko and Motuwharu islands and
Whak:rea Peint). However it is puzzling why
trout don’t spend longer at the Waimarino
River mouth which has some of the most

Fly Fishing’s Creative Specialist in Fly Lines, Leaders & Tippet Materials

THREE REASONS RIO TIPPET IS #1

AFETA SURVEY:

BEST SELLING TROUT & ALL PURPOSE TIPPET
Exceptional strength-to-diameter ratio

Incredible knot strength of wortd's best matesial
Unequalled suppleness

100% FLUOROCARBON FOR
ULTRA-SELECTIVE TROUT
Super supple tor natural presentaon

High knot strength
Easiy knots to regular tippet
Vitteally invisible under water

100% FLUOROCARBON FOR
SALTWATER & ANADROMOUS
Highty abrasion resistant
Medium stiff
Vittuaily invisible and impesvious to ultra-violet light
Most sizes are IGFA

RI® Preducts are disteibuted by Tight Lines Ltd.
wwwtightlines.co.nz

extensive edge effectsinthelake
The results of the number and
duraion of visits suggest that
fishing prospects in 20032004
may have been slightly better
at the Tauranga-Taupo mouth
or the Tongariro Deha than at
the Waimarino mouth. My
fishing records certainly verify
that this was the case between
Tauranga-Taupo and
Waimarino mouths but [ would
be very interested 10 hear from

the

other anglers about their own
observations. Nevertheless this
doesn’t mean thae the tishing
prospects are not pood at the
Waimarino because at times
they clearly ate. It is also
important 1o remember that
the signals sent by tagged fish
can be detected up to 1 km
away from the station and
therefore the trout detected
may still be well beyvond the
anglers’ reach.

™




Tebte 3:
Preporifon of visits

Visit.durailen 0-10 min  10-30 min  30-60 miin 1-2h >2h

Location o)
Motutaiko Is 572 218 10.6 7.0 38 1877
Hatepe 566 19.2 10.6 6.6 5.0 2062
Tauranga-Taupo 497 18.9 11.9 9.3 10.2 2193
Horomatangi Reef 547 205 10.7 7.4 57 3301
Waitahanui 529 19.1 11.4 T 93 1145
Waimarino 620 18.3 9.2 7.0 3.6 589
Motuwhara Is 58.4 217 9.9 5.6 4.4 4876
Te Kauwae Pt 56.0 216 1.5 7.0 4.0 1827
Whakaipo Reef 566 19.2 10.7 7.2 63 1219
Tongariro Delta 524 208 99 7.7 9.2 937
Waihaha 491 206 116 8.3 10.4 5539
Rangatira Pt 298 19.3 175 19.3 14.0 57
Waihi Bay 468 208 15.5 9.5 74 476
Wharewaka Pt 59.2 19.4 95 6.4 54 2268
Kawakawa Bay 5538 211 9.1 7.0 7.0 1923
Kuratau 53.6 201 10.4 74 85 1560
Average 54.8 205 10.7 79 6.8 31849

IMMEDIATE IMPLICATIONS

‘lhis study has clearly shown that ciinbow
trout in Lake Eiupo mose much morce exten-
sively than previously thought and are not
tecritorial. This is in contrast with brown
trout. For example during the study we
carcicd out in Liake Otamangakan, brown
trout displayed a clear territorial behaviour,
renining for wecks and even months within
an arca of no more than a few hundred
squire metres, usaally along the shallow
margins of the like.

This lack of tcrritoridd behaviour in miinbow:
trout in Lake Taupo is positive from a
nunagement perspective. It means that the

| m
aupo/Turangi

Ph 07 386 8996 Fax'U? 386 6559

cffects of a concentrition of fishing effort
and thetejore harvest in one particular area

will not create i *hole”, but rather teduce

the total abundance accoss the whole lake.
Furthermore. because most troul move
throughout the cntire lake, catching a fish
in a pacticular location in the lake will not
affect the number of fish running in a
pacticular rivee but the impact will be
shared by all the spawning tributaries. in
other words the population can be
managed as a whole rather than a secies of
distinct groups.

Similarly fishing prospects are good
throughout the lake though it is very
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Now at ai 107 ble

You'll like what you,

Oistributed by RS ,{
Douglas Johnson & Co. Member of I.G.FA.




Figuse & Frequency of
arrival and departires at
new tecalions (af fish
combined) by tisn of desy.
betiwveen November 2003
and Neventber 2004

Hgure 9.Tix: dweration of
visit (alt [15h and
1ocations contlrineed)
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puzzling 1hat some arcas thought of as
being very producive,  like Rangutira
Point, were not morce attractive to trout. It
is possible thar the paticrns of favoured
locations will change frem onc year to the
next; for example the prevailing climae
will no doubt affect the current patterns,
temperature gradients and other aspects
like the timing and location of smch
spawning, However the engine room of
trout movement is likely to remain in the
central part of the lake where it was found
in this study. The extent of fish travel also
means that just because fishing is good in
one spol on onc day. there is no certainey
that it will be good the next. From an
angling perspective this suggests that if
you are not catching fish then you are
better covering as much water as possible

rather than persevering with the same acea
for a long pcriod. Similarly, it confirms
wha
alreadyr know: thar a big part of the sccret
is to find where the smel are.

many cxpcrienced lake anglers

AND THE REST OF YOUR QUESTIONS?
Being in the right area & only half the batele
and the correct depth to arget is also para-
ntount. The depth and tempereture the
tagged trout preferred during this study.and

its implications for anglers und fishery
management will be the subject of fiure
articles in %get Taup e

Sonext time you catch a Taupo rout. spend
4 moment to appreciate what great athletic
wandcrers they are and treat them with all

the respect they desence.

Proportion (%)

0-10 min 10-30 min

30-60 min

Duration

>2h




by Rob Hood

Rob is e Reangoer and
Pt of the tecin et
carries ont our Feld
Operations work.

Top: Rangers Roy Baker
(using chainsaw) and
Julie Greaves clear debwris
after the Waipa log jam
was Dlown up,

Photo: Rolr Hood

Right: A feature of a wild
Sisbery - bundreds of
troutt wse small trib-
faries for spauning over
the winter period and it
is important that they
bave access to as mich
suitable spawning
Dbabitat as possible,
Photo: Glenn Maclean

EAM

aupo trout are o wild self-sustaining population and it is important they have access to
ible spawning habitat to ensure a successful breeding season. In late June we

discovered a significant log jam in the Waipa Stream, a tributary of the Tongariro River,
several hundred metres upstream of the Waipa fish trap. A couple of large red beech trees had
fallen across the stream during a storm and subsequently other logs and debris had washed
down and lodged against them, creating a significant blockage for spawning trout to try and
negotiate. It was obvious it needed to be removed quickly as hundreds of trout had built up
below the jam, unable to reach their spawning grounds. There was also a possibility the log jam
might collapse during a flood and the resulting debris could damage or destroy the trap down-
stream. In mid-July several fishery staff went to the site to begin removal. The team used explo-
sives to blow apart the main logs. After the blast they removed the remaining debris from the
stream so it couldn’t cause another log jam, or be washed downstream to wedge against the
trap. With the log jam removed, trout were observed immediately moving through the opening
to take advantage of the excellent spawning grounds now opened up to them.

st
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O Glenn saciean ver
Glenn {s-our Pregranine
Masctger Techuicat
Support and viinages the
research anet monstoring

recent months  we  had
predicted that the best of the winter
river fishing wis yet 1@ ceme: but
August camc and went with no czal improves

ment. Fertunuely the iin fnally arived in
work done i tbe area

mid $eptenber and se teo the peak runs of
Photo: Calliny Bk

thescason A graphic excauuple of the cffecr of
ntin {or impending ruin) on stimulating the
runs is shown in graph ! which plots the
scptember daily run of Iish theough rhe

Sipa Jish tmap on the Tengarico River versus
the mintall ever the previeus 24 hours.
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G 2: Dty nrimbxer of 1ot ol the Hinemenciic trifs $ August 10 14 Scptembper 2005

Another revealing example of the effect of
flow on influencing lish behaviour was the
run through the Hincnaiaiz trap through
August and early September This trap is
siwated in the Lypass channel immediately
below HB dam and so unless the dam spills
the fllow is constant here Such a constant
flow was the
period watil the dey conditions caused
TrustPower to spill the dam to meet their
resource consent conditions. The drimatic
effect of the two spill events on 8 and 9
September '] 14
September on the number of
fish nning cim be seen in
graph 2.

case through the trapping

and w

The smaller peak on 25 August
occurred when 19mm of cain
fell overnight which presum-
ably had a small effect on the
fow in the bypass channd.An
interesting aspect of the fish

Adjaceniio cnr H'way 41 & Chuanga Rd, TURANGI.

was reflecied i anglers success thuough this
periodidiible 1 shows the monthly Gich rate
estimates (lish caught per houry for the
Tongariro and Tauranga-Taupo Rivers this
winter

The carlier catch rates are respectable by
Tongiiriro st:indards though tended to reflect
good [(ishing and
extended periods of much harder fishing.
Geneglly,anglers found it harl work through
this period. The cach erte for September

short bursts of veny

however is exceptional jor this river and

response to the spill evens is
that the overall flow in the
lowerriverdidn'tchange as the
waer simply camne over the
day cather than through the
power station Many of the fish
were holding below the power
house and even though the
flow quantity didn't change in

Quiet, private, spacieus groundfloor serviced suites, ful kitchens &
own patios, suvounding an alt-year heated swimming pool
and Jot spa. Licensed restaurint & room service meals
A super> base-wilh ptenty to do- there's tiout fishing, hosse rnding,
golf, hunting, rafiing, 7amping and mountain biking.
Fishing Guide serJires ananged and/or tackle,

waders, flies ele forsale & hire.
Phone or fax us for a quote.
Linda & Terry Drum
PO Box 130, Tutangi.

this area they were able o
deteat the change in the source

WEBSITE: http:/fwww.fishnhunt, canzifishinglonglers. paradise

E-MAIL: onglers@reop.org.nz

of the water and moved iato
the bypuss channel.

I'lic numbers of (ish moving in
the Tonganso in Jate Sepember

M,

FREEPHONE
0800 500 039

Ph 07-386 8980
Fax 07-386 7408
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8ya Beartand witha
34 kg (Z:5t0) e nbow
Jjack from the Tongurie
River which Syd, whe
Sirst fisbed tbe Tongariro
in 1947, desaribes as the
best conditioned fish be
bess ever caughbtin tbe
river:

Photajared Goedbart,
Sperting life
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\
Month Tongariro River TaurangaTaupo River
Jjune 0.27 0.24
July 0.28 027
August 0.30 038
September 0.77 0.36

Tuble : Moythily e 1ete extimatds (resut cau ghbipesr hour) /Q? the r‘rong:m‘m and 5,
Taurangadutipo Riversfune (o.3eptember 2085(averige of ivdli dual trglers’ culch rates)

ceflects how well the fishing went once
regufar run occurred. For example on the 3
harvest survey days chosen at rindom late in
the month. the catch rates were 1.14 fishper
hour (95 interviews) on 23 September, 0.79
fish per hour (75 interviews) on 25
September and 067 fish per hour (51 inter-
views) on 30 September dntetrcstingly the
fishing in the Tawanga-laupo River did not
respond in the saine way.

Another featare of the fishing this vear has
been the very goed size and quality of the
trout particularly later in the wiater Fish
kep1 by anglers have averuged 1.85kg (4.11b)
in theTongariro River and 1.94kg (4231b)in
the Fauranga- Taupo River

Linril W€ ‘adjust the Waipa teap runto take
int® account fish which bypassed the trap.in
floods (we can ealy dothis Once the spent
kelts migrate back dowastream and we see
what pruportion havea curréntteap clip) it
is difficult 0 compare_the size of run with
last year though'it appears to be SintiilarThiE

‘isalso consistent with our moathly counts.of

spawning fish in selected stretches of the
other eastern tributar:es in comparison to
last year. However in 2004 couats did not
peak uatil October and it is likely that this
will also be the case again

Last year €9% of the run through the Waipa
teap occurred af'ter 1 Septemberand the runs
in November and December were larger
thaa June through August. Given that the
ruas are following a very similar pattern this
yearthere s likely to be some goed fishing in
the rivers theough to Christmas, This is also
cousistent with reports from lake anglers
who are stll catching big tipe fish in
amongst large numbers of small well condi-
tioned fish. When we repeat the acoustic
surveys in November and March we will

- have a better indication of the prespects fer

this summer but the large aumbers of small
fish arc a good sign. While catching these fish
which are stitl under the legal size can be
frustrating for anglers fshing in late winter
and spring, these fish are growing at a
millimetre a day and will form the basis of
this sumuner's lake angling. Therefore it is
esseatial that anglers release these sinalf fish
correctly so that they survive, preferably by
not handling the fish ac all.

Thé-ate spawning will also mean that many
kelts ‘will oaly return 'to the lake around
Christmas time and therefere witl not have
regained condition when most people an:
fishing the lake over summer. While these
1ish leok poor it simply reflects the rigours of
spawaning an< with time many witl recover
and ipake a further contribution to the
fishery.So,its with thetittle fish. welease these
Keles carefully.
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Serious closeout for serious Taupo - Rotorva
—Fishermen and Women

CDRTLAND
4494 FLOATING
ROCKET TAPER

Colour Sage. WF 5# - 8# -

A 7#-.8#  Were $149.
Hamills price 89

CAORTLAND

333 FLOATING
ROCKET TAPER

Colour Green. WF S# - B# -
7#-8# -8#  Were $99.
Hamills price $49

Norstream
3 layer
breathable
waders

These are quality waders
~ hard wearing, fully
guaranteed,

Normal Metall $239

Chota Abrams—
Wading Boot

Leather top & felt soles

SHIMAno
ULTEGRA FLY REEL

Model 7/8, 5/6. Were $199
Hamills price 5149

CORTLANDO

555 FLOATING ROCKET TAPER
Colour Sage. WF S# - 6# - 7# - 8#
Were $159.

Hamilts price $89

OR
BUY ULTEGRA |
FLY REEL
PLUS 555

For only 199
{save $159)

OR
BUY ULTEGRA
FLY REEL
PLUS 44qq h
For only $199

(save $149)

OR
BUY ULTEGRA
ALY REEL
PLUS 333
For only $179
[save $119)

PP $6.00 NZ WIDE PHONE 0800 270 222

TOLL FREE 0800 270 222

HAMILLS

Offer available HAnEs Bay

*while stocks
last

Phune 06 878 7177

106 Nelson Sereer, Hastings

WE WILL MATCH
OR BETTER ANY
COMPETITORS
ADVERTISED PRICE

MAY EXCLUDE PARALLEL IMRORTS)

HAMILLS
RoTORUA
1271 Fenton Steeet, Rotonia
Phove 07 348 3147



By Rol McLay

Rob is owr Progranmime
Manager for Field
Operations. His wealth
of knowledge about the
Taupo trout fisbery
combined with years of
angling experience
Sfishing Taupo waters,
made Roly the ideal
athor of an article
explaining what different
Sishery terms mean and
Dow anglers can recog-
nise e good fish,
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h year our rangers interview several
thousand anglers on the lakes and rivers

n the Taupo district to obtain information

on catch rates and angler's impressions of their

fishery.When doing this work, we often see trout
taken that are in such poor condition that the
only likely benefit they could provide to their

captors is as garden fertiliser. To quote one of my
late father’s favourite sayings, these fish are
“neither use nor ornament” so why would
someone keep such a fish? Well, for experienced
Taupo anglers there is really no excuse, however
our data shows that anglers taking poor qu
fish generally fall into the citegory of being new

to the sport or have had lintde fishing experience
in the Taupo district. Once a trout is landed, to kill
or not to kill is a decision that must be made
quickly and making this judgment call with

regard to the condition and potential eating
quality of the fish must be achieved at a glance.
Getting this call consistently right takes a prac-
tised eye that only comes from having caught
and handled many fish. Therefore, it is under-
standable that the less experienced angler may
kill a fish that appears to be a good one when
first landed, but proves to be a disappointment
Iater. To assist in avoidi

g that disappointment,

rticle provides some clues on what to look




That's a good fish! - or is
it? Photo: Rob MclLay

The maiden Taupo trout
- sleek, silver and in the
Pealz of condition
Photo: Rob McLay

-ORIS IT?

* for when considering fish quality and whether

or not a given trout may be worth taking home
for the table.

The Taupo rainbow trout life cycle

Before discussing this issue in detail, it is
worth briefly running through the life cycle
of a typical Taupo rainbow and in so doing,
highlighting some terms that are commonly
used when referring to various stages of a
trout’s development. Our typical Taupo
rainbow starts life as an egg buried in a gravel
nest called a redd in a tributary stream some-
time between July and November. The egg
hatches and ultimately the new arrival
emerges from beneath the gravel as a trout fry
about 20mm long and commences fending
for itself in the stream or river environment,

18 months on, our budding star is around 100
to 150mm long and is known as a fingerling.
At this point the little fish is feeling like a
change in scenery and so migrates down-
stream and into Lake Taupo and commences a
roaming existence throughout the wide

T

Auckland |

Wellington |

expanse of the lake feeding primarily on smelt.
The fish will spend the remainder of the year
and about half of the year following feeding in
the lake and growing rapidly at about 1mm a
day. Throughout this period and up until it first
spawns, our fish is known as a maiden. At
around three years old the fish matures. Sleek,
silver and in the peak of condition and strength
it measures around 530mm and weighs around
2 kg and is the highly sought after prize that
makes the Taupo fishery famous.

Up to three months before it actually spawns,
our fish will leave the lake and migrate into the
river catchment from where it originated, trav-
clling upstream slowly and occasionally back
downstream and sitting tight for long periods
in various locations of its choice which
anglers refer to locally as lies. As the need to
spawn becomes imminent, the appearance of
our fish changes. Up until now, even after
several weeks in the river, it still looks identical
to the day it left the ke and if caught would
be referred to by most anglers as fresh run.
Now the overall skin colour darkens, the

Since 1889

Palmérston Nth

i
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The keit - a very sorry
sight indeed
Photo: Rob McLay
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shades of pink become a deeper red and if our
fish is a male, the jaws and teeth become more
pronounced. Anglers often refer to fish in this
state as dark or black and consider them to
be poor quality, but our fish is still a maiden in
the peak of condition on its way to spawn. At
the same time, the urge to complete the trip to
the spawning grounds of its birth is becoming
paramount and the fish completes the last part
of its journey very quickly,

The fish will spend between three weeks and
2 months on the spawning grounds and when
the process of breeding is complete, it is a
very sorry sight indeed. Fins and tail tattered
and torn, open wounds some harbouring
visible fungal infections and most signifi-
cantly, a major reduction in body weight and
condition. Post spawning, our trout is now
known as a kelt although anglers may call it
one of several locally used titles such as slab,
einakc, garden rake and spent, to name a few.

The first priority for survival as a kelt is food
and so our intrepid voyager drifts down out
of the spawning stream and takes up station
in a pool in the main river to commence
feeding avidly on the ready supply of aguatic
insects that are available in the early spring.
Very quickly our fish's health improves,
wounds heal, fins re-grow although there will
be scars for life particularly on the lower
lobe of the tail. Over the next two months it
feeds continuously, rising to surface insects
in the evenings and taking submerged
nymphs by day and although the bright silver
colour returns, condition remains poor rela-

tive to its pre-spawning glory. Through this

period, the fish occasionally drifts further
downstream and takes up residence in a new
pool but usually at some point significant

rain brings a small flood to the river and our
trout goes with the flow and is quickly
carried back into the lake.

Qur fish, now known as a mending kelt.
immediately finds itself among a rich and
plentiful food resource of spawning smelt in
the shallow margins of the lake. Its body
condition starts to improve much more
rapidly than was the case while it lived in the
river. By March/April it is fully recovered and
is again a very worthy prize for Taupo anglers.
The only clues that the fish is a previous
spawner are the slightly leaner appearance
than its maiden cousins and the tell tale scar
tissue on the lower edge of the tail. From this

- point on, most of the growth value of food

eaten goes into the development of the repro-
ductive products rather than overall body
condition and later that winter, the fish is
ready to repeat the spawning cyele. This need
to put all the energy from their food into
firstly recovering from spawning and then
preparing for their next spawning means
there is little left for growth which is why
Taupo trout generally don't grow much more
after their first spawning,.

So, there we have a summary of the signifi-
cant events in aTaupo trout life cycle and the
changes the fish goes through as a result of
these events. In most trout fisheries, all
spawning adults will do their thing at
roughly the same time over about a four
month period but with most of it occurring
over perhaps a two month period within
that. This makes it a simple matter for anglers
to target and catch prime quality fish by
choosing the appropriate time of the year to
fish. For example, in the Lake Otamangakau
fishery, the brown trout commence



Spot the difference
Photo: Rob McLay
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relatively poor condition. The: mgnmcunw is
that anglers will enhance their chances of
consistently catching high quality fish or
very poor fish according to the time of vear
that they fish there. Not so in Lake Taupo and
irs inflowing rivers. While there is a peak in
the spawning runs and in the last few vears
this has been around August/September and
even October. the reality
bows are spawning all vear round. High
densities of kelts can be expected in the
rivers from August through until Christnas
and in the lake. primarily around the
margins, from November to March. Bur the
reality again is that these poor conditioned
fish could be encountered at any time.
Because they are hungry they are easy to
catch and because they are mixed in with
the prime fish that anglers normally target.
Taupo anglers are constantly ficed with
choices on what to keep.

s that Taupo rain-

Catchi fisl
We can see from this discussion that the scene
is set for kelts to be caught in significant
numbers and th
we now consider the overall fishing experi-
ence of Taupo anglers it is understandable
why so many poor conditioned fish are kept.

indeed what happens. If

'. M#g_'}‘}unc and

fish
that spawned will be mendmg Lclrs ind 1

Over 80¢4 of the people that fish here are visi-
tors and a majority of these have only fished
ll‘u_'lallpo waters for four years or less. In our
surveys we encounter many anglers who are

| trout fishing for the first.time or who are first

time visitors from elsewhere in New Zealand
O OVErseds. Thn:s;:'circumsj@nucs mean that
there is a significant number of anglers who,
because of limited previous. opportunity
and/or experience have caught very few fish,
and so when they do g'et one, it is a significant
event for them.

There is a bit of the “hunter gatherer” in most
of us that fish and part of this is an innate
compulsion to take something won from our
outdoor endeavours home to share with
family or friends. This is especially so for
novice anglers or those who for whatever
reason have not had much prior luck.
Returning home with a fish in the bag is
tangible proof to sceptical loved ones that the
game is being mastered. Often on our surveys
we meet anglers who have caught the biggest
fish of their life so far and proudly present
their trophy” for us to weigh. We meet anglers
with fish on the bank who comment that they
wanted one for a friend or to smoke or for tea
and so on, or simply that they kept the first fish
caught because the fishing had been hard and
it seemed likely it might be the only fish of the
day. These are all worthy objectives and excel
lent outcomes. For most anglers, capping off
all of the anticipation and effort with a prize in
the bag is intensely satsfving and is what
draws them back again and again to their
favourite fishing spots. However, if the prize in
the bag happens to be a kel the proud angler
will almost certainly regret tiking it ar some
later time, especially if an attempt is made to

turn it into a meal of some sort.

Kelts, whether they be recently spawned or
in the process of mending, do not eat well
regardless of how they are processed. The
condition of a fish will be immediately
apparent when it is opened up for cleaning.
There is no visible fat in the body cavity and
the flesh is white and insipid looking. If you
try and eat it, it will taste as bad as it looks. A
good conditioned Taupo fish is fat and oily
when you open it up. The flesh is a rich
orange to red colour caused by the diet of
fish (smelt) and crustacea (koura) and they
taste more like a sea reared salmon than
anything clse.
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A close look at the tail

will provide clues on
whether the fish is a
maiden or bas spawned.
Photos: Rob McLay

We often hear anglers with a poor conditioned
fish on the bank trying to salvage something
from the situation by saying“never mind, it will
smoke up alright”. Sorry folks, but it will not.A
poor fish will become a poor product regard-
less of what you do with it. Most commercial
smokchouses will reject such fish because
they know this and are understandably reluc-
tant to risk their reputations.

How to tell the difference

So, how do you tell the difference between
good and poor condition at the time you land
the fish? The first clue actually becomes
apparent immediately after hook up and

National Trout}
_entre Societ

The Society cncourages and psomotes public jnterest in trout fishing, an
understanding of the Taupo fishery and trout habitat. ‘The River Walk’ Visitor
Centre has been developed to provide a modern learning experience about trout for

visitors of all ages. Throughout the year Society volunteers publicise and conduct
children’s fishing days at the Centre to teach children to fish for
encourage respect for our environ

7o join the Seciety please fill in the form and include the ained subscription of $25
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before the fish is landed. If the fish fights
lethargically and comes ashore or to the boat
with little resistance, you should suspect that
you have hooked a recently spawned kelt. In
the rivers, female fish that are gravid with eggs
and close to spawning will often behave the
same way when hooked but the visual differ-
ence between these and kelts is reasonably
obvious with the prespawner appearing
exceedingly fat for its length and with a
bloated look about it.

The most significant clue is how the fish looks
when landed. If some time has clapsed since it
spawned, it is likely to appear healthy and
hrighi in colour but it will be visibly thin for
its length and with a hollow
gutted look about it. If there
is still doubt, check the
lower edge of the tail. If the
fish has spawned there will
invariably be some defor-
mity and scaring ecvident
caused by abrasion from the
streambed gravels when the
fish was on its spawning
xmunds.()cc:lsinn:il[y it may
be almost impossible to tell
the diffcrnce between a
very well mended Eeleand a
maiden hue ae that point
both will he very good
CALAR ANy ways

ut and to

There & lintfe beacti to be
obtined in Keuping a kel

except perhiaps fur the: family
cay o the best thing 1odo is
to handle the fish with care
to maximisc i’s chance of
survival and release it. We
have scen that kehs can
nCEover 1o again provide
worthwhik {ishing epperta:
nitics and valuabfe spawning,
Fromn tinu- to timie, previous



Three fish - which one
would you keep?
Photo: Rob McLay

Showld I keep it or
release it? Stepben
Roddis of Snells Beach,
October 2005

Photo: Calliim Bourke

spawners are largely responsible for sustaining
good fishing when the numbers of maiden fish
are lower than normal as a consequence of
natural events such as major floods or volcanic
eruption as was experienced in the mid ‘90s.

In the photo above, the top fish is a kelt and the
difference in condition from the lower two is
easy 1o see when they are placed side by side
like this. The middle fish is a maiden and the
lower fish is a recovered previous spawner and
the difference between these two is more
subtle and not so easy to spot. The previous
spawner is slightly leaner for its length than the
maiden and even without the photo being close
up, the abrasion on the lower edge of the tail
from previous spawning activity can be seen.
Which fish would I keep? The top fish doesn't

warrant any consideration at all. Either of the
lower two would make a fine presentation on
anyone’s table but if I was forced to choose, 1
would lean toward the lower fish, the previous
spawner. This is because the maiden in this
photo is very close to spawning as evidenced
by the somewhat bloated look in the front end
of the belly and the papilla through which the
eges will pass protruding from its vent. In this
condition the muscle tissue will be just
commencing to become a little softer and
washed out in colour as the final development
of the eggs occurs. The previous spawner on
the other hand looks to be still some time away
from spawning and therefore the flesh will be a
slightly better proposition for eating.

Hopefully after reading this, you may have a
better idea of what to look for when deciding
to take or release a fish based on its condi-
tion. As fishery managers, one of our primary
objectives is to provide a resource and fishing
experience that anglers are happy with. If an
angler derives a great deal of excitement and
satisfaction for whatever reason from
catching and taking a kelt, then good on
them. Indeed, in a literal sense, our objective
of having a happy angler is met in this case.
All we would say though is that it is not
necessary to remain contented with inferior
quality fish, it is just a matter of learning the
difference between these and the prime
specimens and then being selective in what
gets taken home. However to make the
choices, first the fish have to be caught and in
numbers so, get into them and good luck.
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NEW

DON’T MISS THIS AWESOME INTRODUCTORY OFFERM

BUY ANY KIWICAMO ITEM - GET THE EQUIVALENT STYLE IN A PLAIN COLOUR FREE!

Disappear into the bush with KiwiCamo ‘Forest’ - or become highly visible to all but the deerwith 2
KiwiCamo 'Blaze’l Either way, KiwiCamo brings a new dimension to the exact same styles and high L
quality fleece which has made Hunting & Fishing clothing so popular

KiwiCamo as the name implies, is based on photographs and artists enhancements of actual New j
Zea1and bush. The result is an amazing, almost 3-dimensional camo pattern which blends beautifully into the native f

h which is the feed where our deer predominantly hang out, I
‘-w-\mﬁ-q:%.nu ‘.ﬁ’ﬁw.m, 5

We're excited that these patterns are going to conceal hunters better, and in the case of blaze assist in hunting safety.
We've come up with a great way to allow our customers a special opportunity to check out the KiwiCamo dothing
range for yourselves, even though we realize that summer isn't the season when camo is always appropriate to be wearing. 5o to introduce the range - valid
through till the end of January {2008), we have made the unbelievable offer of matching any KiwiCamo garment purchase, with the Free equivalent in a plain
colour, Buy say a KiwiCamo "Gut Busta’ sweatshirt at $69-95, and receive Free a plain coloured "Gut Busta’ valued at $59-95! This Is a way of getting two great
garments for the price of one of them, and you'd be crazier than a stag in the rut to miss out!

KiwiCamo Hunting & Fishing Micro T '

o T {valued at $49-95)

$59.95

FOREST . BLAZE

KiwiCamo Hunting & Fishing Gut Busta Micro Fleece Sweatshirt

.y
| =

KiwiCamo Forest or KiwiCamo Blaze
Plus Free plain coloured Huntin: ishing
‘Gut Busta

(valued at $

3 4
it S S

FOREST

KiwiCamo Hunting & Fishing Moose Micro Trousers (lined seat)

| : f Kiwicamo Forest AR KiwiCamo Hunting &
§ Fishing Micro Fleece Beanie

i(nmCarnc Forast or KiwiCamo Blaze
red Hunting

FOREST

In total 20 specialist stores nationwide. Freephone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Gheck out our website-www.huntinoandfishing.co.nz
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Meg! Force 150|/Crossf:re Combo gﬁ':; rLL?pg

Jigging & Downrigging catalogue.

Reel: Megaiorce 150i call

* Speed Shatt System bra 0800 486 834
o Infinite Anti-Reverse 50mM for your FREE
+ 3 Ball Bearings copy

+ Magforc2 AntrBacklash casting contral R :

* Flipgping Selector

* Gear Ratio 5.0:1

* Capacits 160yds/ 141b*

Individual Price $159-95 (without iine)

Rod: Diawa Crossfire Graphite - Jig/Dowunrigger
Custom Pesign 5°10" Graphite

Natucal Corki Grips and cempusite reel seat

Line Rating 3-8 Ip y
Light/ Medium action makes this roc perfect for oth jigging
or as a downrigger rod.

Individual Price $99-95

to tubular gr
* Cotton b

Shimano - the Ultimate Trout Jig Combos
m BC200 / Taipan 2pc Trout lig Combo )

Ree] B8C200 Baitcaster Rod: Taipan 5'6” 2pc Baitcaster
thwe Body / Graphite Spool - strong - Hollow Glass Censtruction - line
light class rating 24 kg
Frlcllon and Magnetic cast controls Hypalon Grips with composite real
- Stainless Steel A-RB Ball Bearing seat and trigger
- Smooth Cotton/Molybdenum drag system - Integrated Solid Glass Tip
Super .95 Price includes FREE - GearRatio5.1:1 Individual Price $59-95
comba $1 2 9 e ociing and individual Price $89-95 (without line) - J

Callisto 100 / Beastmaster 5'6” Trout Jig Combo \

Reel: Callisto 100 High Speed lig Rod: Beastmaster 5'6” Baitcaster
- Fast 6.2:1 Retrieve for jigging and lure - Graphite 1 pc Construction

fishing - Hypalon Grips/ Graphite Reel Seat
- 2 Ball Bearings and large line capacity - NZ Designed - Shimano Made!
- Magnetic Cast Control 2-48kg (treut) and 3 bkg (ighit
- Graphite Body / Aluminium Spool tackle saitwater) optiensawv adable
Super $1 69 g5 Price includes FREE Individual Price $119-95 (without line)  Individual Price $89-95

Combo braid line, backing alld
Deal professional set up!

Corvalus 200 / Beastmaster 5’ 8” Trout Jig Combo \

Reel: Corvalus 200 Baitcaster Rod: Beastmaster 5 3: Baitcaster
- One piece die-cast aluminium frame - Graphite 1 p< construction
- Aluminium Spoot - Hypalon Grips - Graphite Reel
4x A-R8 Ball Bearings Seat with Trigger
- Gear Ratio 5.2:1 - 230 yd¥Bkg capacity N2Z designed / Shimano made

Individual Price $169.95 - 2.4kg (trout) and 3-6kg (saltwater
Prh:e includes FREE light Tackle) options available

Supw $199 .95 bratd ine. backing and Individual Price $99-95

Deal professional set up!

In total 20 specialist stores nationwide. Freephone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
CGheck out our website:www_huntingandfishing.co.nz
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A moderaie ceating of
Dieymeo i o Werian
River rock

Pholo: Blosecurdy NZ

Zcealand
anneunced the discevely of the inva

ccurity  New' have

sive river alga JXdymosg xaiceQeminekee,
more commonly known as didvme er “rock
snet”
Originally knewn enly trom Semhl:nd, didy-
me has becn conlirmed in parts ef Otage
and Nelsen.
‘The implications for anglers from the spread

Lin a tetal of 8 rivers in the South Island.

of this nasty: plunt ar¢ net goed. It has the

petential f'ect the preductien ef irout in
rivets by smethering the gravels which pre-
vide hemes fer the aqguintic insects en which
the fish feed. This will t¢duce tent growth
and swival and ultimately the numbers of
adult fish available for anglees to catch. As
well.
celonies, didymo will make mest forms ef
angling difficuls as it entangles lines and
lures, both fiem the fixed mats on the river
beds and from nu

when it “bloems” er ‘orms dens¢

cial drifting in the watee
An indication of the serieusness with which
Fish und Game NZ views this pest is that
they have clesed fishing in the Mararoa and

Wiiau nvets and ate seeking a similar clo-
sure in the Buller River Additienally, a spe-
cial permit system is being intreduced fer
Fiordland rivees which requires numdatery
gear cleaning for angler: fishing ther ¢

A preliminary sunvey by Biesecurity NZ has
found no didtmo in the Nerth Island and
there s some hepe of preventing it establisly
ing here if anglers and ether river tsers are
fastidieus in fellewing the cheek/clean/dry
procedutes in the fact sheet (sce oppesite)

Because there are no effective catchmem
wide contref metheds known fer this alga it
could he a leng time. if ever, before it can bé
controlled. So centainment seems to be the
best eptien in the short term.

‘The message is pretty clear from the Seuth
Isklmd e¢xperience that dicdymo is likely to be
spread before its prescnce has been recog
nised. Anglers should not assume that didy-
me is net present in their riser just because
it hasn’t been ceported. Instead, act as if it

wis present and be vig
thereughly check. disinfect and dry all fish-
ing gear before using it in mother catch-
v suspicieus algac to
Biosccurity NZ er the | cegional ceuncil
DOC is assisting Biosecurity N7, in the clistri-
hutien ef infermatien Kits toall T:mpo fishing
licence
licenceagents.but also through N@C oftices.
angling clubs. lishing guides and visiter cen

ant in ensuring yeu

ment. Finally, repert an;

helders. primarily: threugh owr

tres. If yeuhave alecady beught your curcent
licence and would like a kit, please contact
Petrina Francis at our Turungi office {phene
07386 9259. email pfrancis€docgostnz).
For fishery.related
http://www.d e cgevtnz/Explerc/liunting
anckiishing/ faupelishery /014-~Didymo.as p

informatien check



e NN L |

DON'T SPREAD DIDYMO

Background

Didymosphenia geminaia (Didymo) was identified in October 2004

in the lower Waiau and Mararoa Rivers in Southiand. In September
2005 multiple finds were made including the upper reaches of the
Bulter River in the Tasman District and the Hawea River in the Otago
District. Didymo has the potential to establish in many New Zealand

q rivers.

Its arrival in New Zealand is the first recorded occurrence in the southers

hemisphere Its natural distribution is the noithern part of the northern |
hemisphere. |

Bidymo is not considered a significant human health risk.

Description
Didymo is a freshwater diatom (type of alga). It can form massive blooms on the bottoms of streams,
rivers and occasionally on lake edges where there is wave action.

The alga attaches itself to the streambed by stalks. These stalks can form a thick brown mat that
smothers rocks, submerged plants and other materials. Established mats form flowing streamers
that can turn white at their ends and look similar to tissue paper.

Although the algae appears slimy, it feels like wet cotton wool.

Stop the spread

cells to survive and be transported to a nearby waterway for Didymo to spread. Didyma cells thrive in freshwater and if you are
cleaning with freshwater you are helping to keep them alive.

Didymo is an unwanted organism under the Biosecurity Act 1993. Under the Act those knowingly spreading an unwanted organism
can be liable for up to five years' imprisonment andfor a $100,000 fine.

To ensure you do not spread Oidymo, wherever possible restrict equipment, Boats, clothing and other items fer exclusive use in

a single wateray.

If you are moving items between waterways you must:

. Inspect: Before leaving the river, remove all obvious clumps of algae and ook for hidden clumes. Leave them at the affected
site. If yau find any later. do not wash them down drains. Treat them with the approved cleaning methods below, dry them
and put them in a rubbish bin.

2. Clean:Soakand scrub al! items for at least one minute in either, het (80°C) water, a two percent solution of household bleach
or a five percent solution of salt. nappy cleaner, antiseptic hand cleaner or dishwashing detergent. A two percent solution is
200m|, a five percent sofution is S80m (two large cups), with water added to make 10 litres

3. Ory: If cleaning is not practical (i.e. fivestack), after the item is completely dry to touch, wait an additional 48 hours before
contact or use in any other waterway.

=3

Fish, plants, rocks and ether river items should not be moved between waterways.

Ifyou require more informatian please visit:

www.biosecurity.govt.nz/didymo
_ Toreporta suspected find of Didymo please call 08008099 66 Detober 2005




HARVEST

& Rob Hoed

Ahove Bou't be surprised
if yon are mret dat the
becil ran i this summer
by one of our survey
lterviewers. Here Dave
Lebndorf pntbers anfor-
nmation frem a:couple of
anglers wbo hnrve been
Sisbing on the lake

Phetec Dawe Hars

3%

s reported in the March issuc of
Turget faupe (issuc 48) we arc
mdcitaking a survey of angling hae
1his fshing scason.
Information collected from this survey will
provide an estimate of the number of trout
caught and @aken each year from the Tuupo

vest  throughout

fishery by anglers.

The survey is well imderway. On 1he rivers we
have conducted over 750 individ wl irtervicws
and 45 acrial counts to date. On lake Timpo
we have completed 30 aerial coums and inter
viewed anglecs on over 250 boats [akclitupo
charter boar opeiators arc also assisting with
the survey and an identification siicker on their
boats enables us 10 co um them sepacately from
e aie Atthe end of cach swvey day the oper-
ators arc then phoned and asked for their
carch ifornyation.

URVEY AT TAUPO WELL UNDERWAY

Throughout the summer. Department of
Conserviation staff will continue with the sur
vex ‘lbere is a high probability. given the
number of aerial counts being undertaken
and 1he number of boat ramp interviews
being conducted, thatatsome siage you will
either sce a ligh aircrafi 1lying overhead con-
ducting the counts or you will be approached
by onc of our safii at the boat imps when
you are jeturtiivg from your outing  Please
answer the (uestions they ask you about yout
days fishing The inf ormamion gaherced, even

if it seems minor . is importam and will give us

@ more accurate essment aw die end of the

season of the total angling harvest of trout.
‘This informuion will, in trn, be used by fish
c1y managers to ensurc that 1the harvest is
managedata level where it does not threaten
e sus

nability of the wild fishery:



Trve of the merce
natewonhy ‘senior
citizens' at Waipa tra p
Ranger Norrie Ewing witb
brown femate JO 886 on 2
Avegust 2005,

Photo: Rob flood

by Rob lHeed

time (faager TawPo Issue 47,p24) We suited at the end of the article” while it gas less like

Last year we eproried a agged female brown trout had gone irough he wap for the sixth
y cach yearit will be intcresting rosee i €she reappears aext yeae " Notonly has she cetumed

again, but did se on the sume date! On 2 August. brown female JO 886 once ugain bem the odds
and returned to spawn  (see photo) Runger Norrie¢ Ewing was on duty at the Waipa mp and
recorded her weight as 280kp. Whea going through the triap kst year, her weight was recerded
as only 2.25kg, so she had necovened well since lust year She obviously likes all the amtention
hecause on 11 October she was recaptured yet again, this time by Dave Hart on her way back
downstream after having spem 70 days spawning above the tnip

Another notewor by female brown troutwas caught on 12 August by Ranger Callum Bowrke. This
fish was 660mm in length and weighed 3.35kg. Her fin clips show she had been through the tap
0 spawn every year sinee K498 This means she is likely to be 10 yeurs old and spawaing fer the
cighth tme! Considering her age, she wits still in remarkable condition

Harcourts

____ SINCE 1863 |

WAKELIN REAL ESTATE LTD nere .|

Foryour real estate
requirements please
call Sharon Mazey.
Specialist in rental

Phone: Office (07)378 4170
Mobile: 021 517 189 A/Hrs: (07)376 8336
Email: sharonmazey@xtra.co.nz -
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RIO’s NEW OutBound
ated Shooting Taper Fly Lines...

Photo courtesy of Sporting Life, Turangi

1Cé reaily counts.

Casting to smelting fish from the shore
line, fishing stream and river mouth drop-
offs or tackling the challenge of the
Tongariro River delta?

This is-where distance casting and varied sink rates of fly lifies
can be crucial to landing the big one. To achieve casts that pre-
viously were simiply out of range of the mere mortal, RIO Fly
Liues have intcoduced the NEW OutBound Integrated Shooting
Taper lly line. This true distance casting line combines a 37.7
foot tapered shooting head with a thin, tangle free running line.

The head is hcavier than thc AFTMA standard which mcans that
the line quickly loads today’s modern fast action rods with only
a single false cast. fn addition, the unique head design combined
with the thin, tangle free running maximizes casting distance and
sives better presentation than traditional shooting head lines.

QutBound lincs.arc availablein line weights 7— 10 in Intermediate,
Type 3, Type 6 and Type 8 density compensated sinking heads.

Rio’s NEW Qutbound lines are ideal fer distance casting at lake
stream mouths, deep dropoffs at river deltas or powesful fust
flowing rivers.




INAF§

:arc again holding two sununer angling scminacs over the holiday period. hese popular seminars
S R / are designed to help anglers learn more about the Taupo trout lishery and bow to catch trout
successfully on LikeTxupo Unfortunately, last year the scininiars were canecelled due to poor weather

To try toavoid this same scenario again this year we have rwo dates for ¢ach seminar:

KINLOCH MARINA RESERVE OMORI RESERVE
Wednesday 28 Decccewmber 2005, Friday 30 December 2005,

10am - 12 noon 10am — 12 noon
Alternative date if cancelled: Alternativc datc if cancelled:
Thursday 29 December 2005 Saturday 31 Deccrber 2005

‘The seminars are free. and held outdoors. They are an excellent op portunity for holiday anglers or those new to
fishing at Taupo to pick up 1ips from the fishery team on how to fish the lake. The seminars cover basic boat
fishing methods, the lifi: cycle of moue, how scasonal changes and tempertture can affect where and when fish
arc found in the lake, simple rig setups. how to release trout carefutly. and key angling and boating rg ylations.
Don't miss the saninacs this yead Just remember a chair drink, sunscieen and hat. I the weather is doubtfi
and you would like to check if the seminar is being held closer to the time, please call our 24 hour Duty O:ticer
mobile 027 290 7758 104ind out more. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!

Rainbow ffuu't Lodge is known for its hospitality, its sﬁle and
comfort, the peace and tranquillity of its surroundings and its location
mm world famous I:sjnr Jones Pool on the T

ith

2 Y0u coan &
'» All kinds of Central Noih Isfand mmer advenlures.

© Relaxing with a bosk o a 808d Kiend — exiensive library, mesic,
10%ring log fire:

* Guided fishing or independent fishing.

 Learning ta fKSh — courses far women beginners are our speciality.

* “Supert) facgd® = Washingtan Post:

« Wonderful riverside walks right at the gate

* Bed and breakfast accommadation, with of withoul fishing

Heather Macdonald and Jenny Shieff
email: jenny@turangi-nz.co.nz | phone +64. 7.3

3%



TARGET TAUPO

by fobn Gibbs

All the {ssucs of Tergct
Taas fro, mcluding woe
wen) first from 1989
and the mest recent,
isstie 49 July 2005
Phete: Potrina LFravcs

his is the 50th issue of Taget TeeePo.

“fhe occasion is a ceal milestone for

theTaupo FisheryArca team and pro
vides an oppottunity tolook at just how the
magazine has evolved in the last 16 years.
Born only two ycars after the formation of
the Pepactment of Conservation, Traget
Tregfso started as a modest 27 page AS black
and white publication in july- 1989. It has
been published three times a year since
then, but has undetgone many changes.

THE CONCEPT

The formation of DOC in 1987 brought
togethier two agencics, the NZ Wilkllife
Service managing the Taupo fishery and the
NZ Forest Scrvice, managiog the Kaimauawa
Ranges and its sika decr herd. In those days
DOC also managed game bird hunting, prior
to the formation of lish and game councils

fron the old acclimatisation societies. The
origina] DOC structure established thelaupo
District office under District Conscrv-ator
Kevin O'Connor My team snanaged the
Tiupo trout fishery and cecreational hunting
came under the wing of Cam Specdy:
TheTaupo fishery and the deer huntng oppor
tanitics of the Kaimanawas are tenowned
threughout the cownnys. They attrict scores of
thousandsofanglersand huntets, mast of whom
live outside the Tongariro-Taupoe Conseevancy.
Comnumication with such widely scattercd
groups is virtually impossible thesugh teaditional
medin Zarget Taapo smrod fom a recognised
need to provide infennation for and seck foed:
back fiom the anglers and hunters who cnjey
the regions outdoor rosoge s

We were clear from the outscet that w e were
not competing with the commercial fishing
and hunting magazines, so tricd to steer




Thie old and new.
original ceeditor Gienn
Maclean and current
editer Petrina Francis.
Photo.fobn Gibbs

AN

clear of the "wheee to go and how o do it”
type of article. Rather, Zurget was intended
to be more of a newslerter and infurmation
buticti.
most content written by our own swff to
provide a uniquc and amhentic look and feel
from the managers of the resources,

In carly 1989 Glean Maclean and Cam
Speedy were tasked with the production of
this publication. Choostng the title was the
first hurdle and, recognising the dual topics,
Ihe regional focus and the unique content,
target Tavspo seemed 1he logical choice,

We consciously decided to have

Ba lry Grei ' of Turan
_&‘s‘lt/}l w&s stta #ze grea

FIRST STEPS

At the time., Glenn Macican was the technical
specialist for the fishery team and Cam
Speedy was Conservation Officer Game
Management. \Whie neither had any previous
popular writing or cditorial experience, both
were wellqualiied scientifically in their Kclds
of aquatic and terrestrall ecology and, mest
importantly, were avid and cxpcrienced
anglers and hunters They wrote most of the
carlicr editions, with lesser contributions
frem myselfand other members of our teams

SO MUCH T® WRITE ABOUT!
Early issucs covered a huge range of topics,
Thesc have included seasonal summarics of
hunting and fishing prospects and results,
progress from monitoring and research prej-
ccrs, hexw reseurces are managed and why,
developments i fishing and hunting tactics
and opportunitics, storics about technical
and policy issues and brief biographies of
new staff.  Wespite our fears of cventually
running out of things to write about, there
always secmis to be something new or inters
¢sting, or a durable subject that people want
to hear about. One thing we have realised is
that with the turnoverin numbers of anglers
especially, there are numerous topics about
the management of the fishery thae we need
to repeat quite regularly.

ke._
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You kiow yeu fictwe
rallly arrivéd i the
meertael when yon find
yeour prodct ol Traide
e A rectut auction for
TargecTaupo fesue 27
(March 1988). origlually
novided free of charge.
prediiced at weritable
bideling wea: It quickly
soctred through e S5
reseroe anmed creniually
sold for the privcely sum
of S11!

Since then, as the griphic
shows. ether Issues are
appearing on the
pepular weirsite

Wl s a0 32 e e VO dou e R

e yu—
Waarctis /rmrcimaiamen OCxeited

v TG i, Thit 3 W, Vi i iy

While theEaupo trout fishery has always been
the najor focus of Target faupo. one of the
maie noticrable dingres in content s been
the decline in himungielated anicles over
e, Initially this wis due to the gamiebird
nmmagement function passing from DOC o
Fish and Game alter the fenn:tion of thin lac-
ter organisiion, el then to the depanuee of
Cam Speeh from DOC. Can's personal inter
oSt and experience indeer hunting akong with
his professional role as an ccologist und pest
manager gave him a unique perspective as a
wriler for the magazine Unforlunaely,no one
has since beenable to step up o thiat tevel and
prnide the hunting pospecaive in hunters
wnns that we usxxd  cany: Consequently,
Terget Taupo his kudely become it spcialised
chtenicle of the'l
Many major fishery issucs were lirst aired
publidy in the ages of Zarget Tairyv. These
mclude rescarch into angling pnssure .nd
harvest, survival of trout caught ind released
by' difterent fishing methods, the mowments
of wrow in kike Otamangakau :md the
‘lungasito River, the coology and impacts of
catfish and the cficas of hydro power
schemies on the tishery. This theme continues
in the present ssue with the preseattion of

0 lishery

the lirst past ol the groundbreaking study of
the acoustic tacking of the movements of
adultsroutin Lake laupa. Significant resource
m.magement and consent peocesses, such as
the Tongarito, Kni
schemes and  like “faupo waier <juaiity
changes have been desciibed in ils bages.

Onc of the most important functions of the
magazine has been the op pertunity 10 air dis
cussion and seck teedback on emcial matters
dicectly affecting anglers” use of the tishery,
These have induded a lasge-scale review of
the fishing regulations, relaxation of fishing
methods induding the introduction of dovvu-
riggxrs and chimgxes 1o the daily bag wuxd size

0 and Hinenuiaia hydro

innts, Fwo special cditions were produced
dealing with two of these opics (dowarig
gers and ieducing Bshery harcest) and were
invitliable in providing a focus and delisering
feedback from fshery stikceholders.

REACHING READERS

Qriginitlly. fenget taufre was aviclable only by
subscription at 2 modest $2.25 per issue. We
soen nealised though, that we wen-ot rcach-
ing our core audience with the aessages and
informuion we wanted to impart. We con-
cluded that the infosnution henefits of a free
magazzine outweiphexd the cost of production,
espicialy if it was supponed by approprite
advertising. The une difficuty we had was in
knowing just who our dinits were. The only
address infornuation we hind was for whole sua-
son lishivg lcenee holders and people who
gt hunting permits for the conservancy.

$0. 1 March 1996 we decided 10 sendleanget
Tena fro free of charge 1oall adult sease n’laupo
fishing licence holders. 1he cost of produe
tion catne from licence fees as it was a diseel
benelu tor anglers. Addiionally, complemen-
tary copics e sent to all known freshwater
fishing  clubs and like
Prexluction soarcsd 10 12.000 cupies per issue.
Oilaer signilicantchanges included the move
10 [ull colour glossy paper in 1995 and im A4
format in 1999. now numing at 5060 puges
per issue. Recogaising our limited skilly
the publishing indusity. we have ssurcexd
pr.ating, adwrtising and distribution from
national publishing contactor since 1996.
Despitc its age, Zarger buis tuwd only a hundi of
whitors While Gkwin Macican and Cam Specdy
oontimuerd 10 be the main contributors the Cg-
tors ok was mken over hy Shidey @aws, then
Mandi Goltin and, for the Bt two and a hdf
¥ Perrina Fruxdds, I's no ceincidence ihin
the cover colour schemes ind Jayou have growa
more. shidl we 523, adventwous as czeh of those
wunwn bronght their own influcaces 0 beur,

organisaions

THE FUTURE

‘the’laupo Pishery team are determined that
Tearget Faupe will con
inte'resting. informauy: and hopefully entee

¢ to bring vou
ining purspectivess on the lishery, We want
t present technical informaion in ways
that make it understamdable and accessible
1o generdl readees. And especially we svauu
10 help make yourTaupo (ishing eapesicnce

mor¢ productive . sitisfying.




by febn Gibbs

Deteal ve Craig kolton
(refr) cad Detectite
Surguant Neale Scainders
(rigin) beside the wain-
ing sign kindly donated
by tle Turangt Police for
tbe Torgartro Natloned
Trout Centre canfaar k
Phote: febn Gibbs

Surveillance Camer,
may be Operating
® Please fock aif vehicles,
@ Jake valuables with you,
Dial 111 to report susplcious activity,

i e ity

T

@)/t

ucmgi Police recently conducted a

very successfi L opes-aiion fellowing a

series of thedls from cars in the new
imglers’ carpark at the fauningaTaupo River
As a result, a person is now fucing charges
and several anglers have been reunited with
their missing propertx
In carly September Police received resports
of a number of break-ins and thefts from cars
at rhe Oruatua carpark off SH 1. These
reports indicated a pateern of activiry in the
afternoons and i sting operation was mount-
edat the site.
Delectbve Sceegeant Neale Saenwlers and
Derecrive Craig Bolton parked and locked a
car with a wallet visible in the front console
and concealed themselves nearby. Just 53
minutes later 1 man appreached the car, put
on a pair of goves and procecded to break
the f:ont passenger window. He rummaged
through the car.took the walletand.as he was

leaving was arrested by the watching olicers.
Subscquent eaquiries and scarch warrants of
the alleged offender and his associates
resulted in recovery of most of the propesty
stolen from the carier thefls, including a
$7.008 laptop computer. overnight bags of
clothing and other personal items. The
alleged offender s now facing a number of
charges in the district conrt.

‘Thefts from ciirs sometimes plague our dis.
trict, which is such a populur tourist desti
nation, and seems (e come and go.in cycles
It is a real deterrent for many visicors who
would otherwise love to experience our
walkways, temping triecks and fishing loca
tions. Lven the Tongariro National Trout
Centre isnol immunc and a small numher of
break.ins have been reported this year. As a
result. new security measures have been
installed, including warning signs and a sur-
veillance camera.
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Wil the velicle
urndews Intact 1&is
angler s nmch nere
Jortunate thaz an
earliter visiiter (o the
Teueranga-Tanpe
curpark

Phote: jehn Gibes

Leck it or Lese &t/ DOC
has placed these wam-
ing signs in many jisb-
ing and tran ping
carparks i the
TongarireTuinpe conser-
ey

Pbete:Jebn Gibbs

1¢'s gn:-at to see the Police raking such an active
interest in this problem and the success that
they are having. There is sometimes a percey>
tion that investigating car crime is reknively
low on their priorities, given their limited
r:sources, However they do take it scriously
and have provided warning signs for popular
tourjst carparks around the district.

Neale :ind Ciaig say that there arc a number
of lessons from their experiences and they
promote severa messages (o visiting anglers.
These precautions are just as relevant 10 your
accommodation, cspecially if staying in
lodges or motels

Local police frequently recover valuable
stolen property during enquiries for other
mateers. Often they are unable to trace the
owner cither because the theft hasn’t been
reposted or because the property has no
identifying markin gs. 10s as simplc as putting

Anglers Access >

mlwl\f(.
Lock it

LOS; it!
ot ihelt gccuns when:you
Yourcay socunaly

Clau £ wrnam

w mowmva b
oviaf aiort

your name on your $500 fiy' rod or Goretex
parka. Always repon break-ins and thefs, as
they can establish patteens of activity and
allow laying of a greater range of chaiges
against offenders, leading to more severe

penalties Because serial thefis from cars are
often the wosk of a single individual or group
working fogether, successful prosecutions
rake these people ow of circulation and the
crimes drop.

If you are unfortunate cnough 1o have prop:
crt) stolen from your car, take a 1ook around
the vicinity before leaving Thicves frequent
ly discard property ncarby - within 5010 100
metres - after lummaging through bags, or
leave it for lmer colection when there are
fewer people around.

Car ceimc¢ is an unfortunaie and distressing
occwrence in this district, as in otheis with
high tourist numbers If you follow these rules
you'll not only be doing your bit to reduce its
incidence. but also have a much better chanee
of nor becoming a victim yourselfl

Never leave valuable items in your car, even if they are out of
sight, and certainly not in view.

Always lock your car, even if leaving it for only a few minutes.

Ensure your property is identifiable and traceable to you in the
event of it being found or recovered.

Promptly report thefts and break-ins.
Report suspicious persons or vehicles at fishing and tramping

carparks.




SO YOU THINK

SOMEONE IS
FISHING ILLEGALLY?

Us a beautiful morning and you are standing on the riverbank casting guictly into your

by Petrina F'rancis
Petrina 1s our
Progranune Manager
Cenvnunity Relations

fivourite bool hoping to catch dinnec You are seminiscing about how wondaiful it is not

to litve to put up with those annoyitg people you deal with at work, and deciding you
should have take carly reticement when it was offered to you, when you notice imother ant; ke
on the opposite bank also fishing. Down at his feet are a couple of shiny rat trout that he has
obviously caugit tlxu mornung. To your disbelicf. his line tightens and yau waich ashe brings
in yet another good trout.knocks it on the head and places: it by the orther two. Weell, thiit's him
for tocky, you think as you rctricv'c your line and wonder why you don't seem to hiwve the
fkwour-of -thevduy 11y, Pechaps you will have a chance now he has his limit andgoes. h does,
cross your mind that maxbe the other side of the river is a better proposition? But to your dis-
may,and horror. he keeps fishing! Yes, the line goes back out and in no time at ali.another trout
isi on its way to being put on the bank.

Your mind is scrcaming,” but that's illegal! 1ie has his theee aice finh. and now he has it fourth!”

WHAT DO YOU DQO?

t:nfonunnely this is not a rate occurrence.and des.you arc right in yourundcerstanding that 10
keep fishing atter having cauglt and kept three fish is illegal. For some people the automuic
reatction is to ¢y ind do something ithowt it themsches:. ('tchaps you s.hould yell at this pers.on,
or go over to the other side of the dver and give them a picee of your mind?

\X¢ strongly umite :#nklers 0or (@ takg the Swaien into their ewn hands. The best course: of
action is10 notif y the Taupo Fishery Area team as quickly as possible. We have an on<all 2§
hour Duty Officee mobile 027 29 7758 spedfically so we can try and cutch those fishing ille
gally in ahe act If we have the jinformation prompily. we have a much better chance ot appre-
heniling offenders. Also, our stafl have been trained in Law enforcement work and are able 10
cnbist police support i necessiry.

You can make a1 vialuable comrribution simply by coniacting us immediately and passing on

whilt you hitve seen/Ihe Duty Officer mobile number is on your licence for quick refi:rence,

or why not progrumnc the: number into your cellphone. tet the tishery team know what is
habbening as: quickly as possible. and there is a much higher probability these people wiil be
deale with.

Just think how satisfying it will be.after having passed this infiormation on to the fishery team,
10 resume Jishing your pool as though you haven't noticed a thing and wch ais the sngers
turn up and catch them in the actl

IFYOU SUSPECT SOMEONE IS FISHING
ILLEGALLY, CONTACT THE 24 HOUR TAUPO
FISHERY DUTY OFFICER

MOBILE: 027 290 7758
IMMEDIATELY.
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FIRST NATIONAL Tongariro Realty Ltd.

11 Ohuanga Road, PO Box 126, Turangi
Tongarlro Realty Phone 0064 7 386 0030 Fax 0061 7 386 6922

MREINZ

Unit title, fully managed n{mmmuduhon l'he lndge manages your holiday home and provides o return on investment when you are not here.
Offering tax advantages and an income stream for your next holidoy. “The Hook”, named after the famous sand hook at the Tongariro Delta,
features fully furnished five bedrooms, separate dining and living oreas ond upstairs/downstairs bathrooms. Forget the cleaning and enjoy yourself,
you deserve itl Being sold s o going concern. To be sold by Tender closing 15th December 2005 (if not sold prior). Reference R2514.

For further information and Tender Pack call: Peter Battell = Doug Montgomery /&l
- . L]
www.laketaupoproperties.co.nz 0274480050 7™ 021 454 347 P

www.laketaupopropertles C0.NZ

?'* e Southern

'*%F Lake Taupo

~“ . *holiday
accommodation
to rent

* property to buy

% Locally owned
_ . and operated

b (07) 386 0030

MREINZ

Southern Lake Taupo’s longes! serving Real Estate Company

www.laketaupoholidays.co.nz




550 TROUT

LIFTED ABOVE HB DAM

by Rob Hoed ardd
Mk Venman

n the July issue of Target Yeauwpe, Ussue
49) we repatted the Thinemais

trp and
nsfer project to lift spawning fsh
above the HBE dam was occurring again this
winter. We undertake this project on behatf
of the power schewne owners FrustPower
ird. The intem of this project s to allow tish
from take Taupo @ access the Pahikohusu
and Kakapo spawning streams, which they
used prior to the construction of the Hi3 dam
in 1965,
The trp and wansfer component Was suc
cesstully completed mid September. Over the
63 days of irmpping a total of 629 vout were

ping period | Number of dxays | Number of trout | Avesage number
wapping transferred oftrout
transfeered per day
Junc 9th - 21st 13 14 1
July Sth - 18th 14 31 e
Aug 8th - 31st 2 144 6
Sep 1st - |4th 14 358 | 26

lable: Detans of the Hincinafata tra ) operation 2005

Spatoning trout in ibe lower Pabikobura Stream, ®ctober 2005

Pboto: Caltin Bourke

captured, of which 547 were tnnsferced and
released into 1B dam. ‘The objectise is to
tnsfer at keast 200 1ish each year sowe ane
very pleased with this result These fish were
all tapped in the bypass just downstieam of
thedam where their spawning success would
be very imited because of a lack of suitabte
spawning sites not alnady fully occupicd by

carlier trout. The remainder of the trom

trpped were seturned to the byxiss channel
as they had aleeady spawaed, were immatore
or were used for stripping eggs from.

it is obvious from the table thae there wasa
significant increase in the number of tout
tappedd in the fatter two months of the
operttion. In August the increase was asge
ly due to significant r [ (t9mm) on the
24th. aumbers
September occurred when TrustPower's

The  high caught in
resource consent requirements resulted in
spilt from HE dam into the bypass during a
long period of dry weather

The average sixe of fish transferred sbove the
s 530mm and 1.80kg The lrgest
tensferred  was a

dam v

trout rainbow male
680mm in length which weighed 3.55kg.

Over the next couple ofmonths we will be
continuing counts of spawning trout in the
Eacly
mcliciuions are thae the rransfer appearsto

Pahikohuru and Kakapo streams.

be suwccessful as a number of trout have

already been scen spawning in these
streams along with newly hatched fry.
‘These streams were also supplemented in
carly November with an additional 20,000
fry reared in the hatchery from eggs col
lected from inemaiaia axdults. [t is hoped
that tis cffort to provide trout access to
the spawning grounds and juvenile rearing

areas in HB Lake will ultimately sesult in

numbers  of adult in lake
ia River. With a

greater surplus of spawning fish :imd more

greater trowt

Taupo and the Hinemai:

arca for them to utilise, this would then
open up options to increase angling oppor-
tunity in the Hinemaiaia River peshaps
through clumges to the scason timing or
areas of watcropen te fishing.

47



Teaipio-Nawi-A-Tia College student Adrienne Viijoen with
two beanbags sbe designed 1be class made 33 of these
alow ) ul heanbeigs for the new dussroom, decorals ng
them with) graphics depicting whal fifres in fake Lanfo
and the environment POote:Tautvo 1imes

by Petrina Irancis

hie new cducation programmc, Taupo forTomorrowat

the Tongitdro National Trout Centee is gaining a

mowmcentum all of its own as development continucs
and mor:: and more school groups take part

It is greae to see children participating in Option 1 of the
programaic.which is a guided tour around the centee and
teaches the value of wout, their lifecycle what a Gishery
i, and preliminaty discussions on resource use. Fhicy
schools from around the Norih sland lave pantici
pated in this programince since May Thea DePctris,

the Educator developing the progeunme, is nowe
designing Option 2. a moi¢ comprehensive lesson

with activities that involve water quahiy testing,

trout ccology, a study of resource use using the
Tongariro River as an example. and discussions on

susta

bility of resources such as the trout Ashery
and the Ereshwvater enviconmen ¢

Recently Taupo Districe Council (1DC) also came

on board with funding to add :mother dimension

to the progrmmmce. ‘The Council ace keen for young
people to lcarn about storsnwater cducation and

have a catch-phrase “what goces in the goate,¢nds up

in the lake™. This message fits nicely with the pro-
grammes curcent framework and will help to cmpha
sisz how important good witer Quality is te the whole
feeshwater environment at Laupo, including the wrout fish-
cry, The key is to (¥ and change bebaviour and auitude,:and
develop a nespect for the environment and what it suppoits,

The funding from TDC will cover the temspocration costs to
the trowt cenere for every Year 6 student from 13 schools in
the'Faupo District. This means over 700 students (31 classes)
will be able to participate in a progrmme next year at the
centee, and conw away having learnt valuable lessons about
theTaupo trout fishery and the impoctance of Jooking after
e enviconment in a sustainable way so that it is theee for
futwe genecitions (0 ¢njoy

The education programme is made possible through a partnership between the Department of
Conservation, Tongariro National Trout Centre Seciety and the primary sponsor; Genesis Energy.
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Ihntl

Taupo ?;

District Council €

Stormucater edication
wilt ¢1iso be incorporeited
into the programme ot
e troul entre, 1o teach
Joung peopie ™ what goes
in the grate, ends uf in

Tavro

tbe take”,

Lheto: Taunjo District

Cownctt
1n a world which is only just beginning to schools be participating,as well as: number
reajise that humans arc not living in a sus of auther North 1sland schools, but Thea will
rainable manner, it is vitally important that also be developing Option 3 of the pro-
we reach young New Zaalanders, wbo are gramme.  This is aimed at secondary stu-
the decision-makers of the future, with mes- dents, and it is intended o include NCEA
sages about the sustainable use of resources. casc studies based around the trout fishery
We nced to also encourage young people to and theTongariro River Also.a new website
get into the outdoors and enjoy the recre- for the progeimme will be created, ¢nabling
ational opportunity fishing provides. while schools all around New Zealand 10 tap into
at the same time protecting and managing the progamine no matter where tbey are
water and trout as resources that arc vital to geographically located.
thelaupo region.

We look forward to updating yvou on the
2006 will be a big year for Taupo for progress with this in future issues of
Tomorrow Not only will lhesc 13 local target Tanpa
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOWUT TATJPO FOR TOMORROW,
PLEASE CONTAC
Thea DePetris, Educato
Department of Conservation, Taupo Fishery Area
Ph: (07) 386 9246 or cmail: tdepetris@doc.govt.nz
(P=] Department of € ation W Tongasiro 4 N
epartmer LORSCTVAT 344 3
:\!,/ Te Pepa Atawbat S Nationa) TI:OUt 1
Centre Society genesis

"
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‘#- M f)ufr E'J'm.r bad de m‘f—

" ~o‘3m in' J};h pr;;mfm pmr
F of the Hur( nnrf{u{ﬂ. (Lgr.

Y ﬁu nunsuspecting anglers
and walkers, especially
those teaving the river just
on k!

Lhoto-Calium Benrke

HOLE IN THE HINEMAIRIR TRACK

by Callum Borke
Cathan bas recenity
Jotned us as a Rangen
dfter working as a irap
oprerator oter wcent win

ters.

The kwie usis converied
o steps for anglers to
use for access tv the river,
and rails positioned on
either sidle Althorgh
only et smuent tetsk, whis
repaiy work witl belp to
ensure arnglers bave a
safe arnd enjoyable fisi
ing vistt ta the river
Pbotos:Calunmn Bourke
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he Hin cmaiaia River. like mumy Taupo nivess. is susceptible to bank erosion. Often this
crosion it caused intially by fooding which cn weaken pirts of the bank causing
them o slip or collapse in.oRcn pficering our adjacentangling tracks. Partof the work
the fishery tcam docs is to ma.inttin angling access tracks to a standand thu is safe (or public
use Recently a large hole develohed on a popular s«ction of the Hincmaiaia track approxi-
mately 100 meues below the main road bridge, that had the powcmial t@ cause a nasty injury
o0 an unsuspecting angler or walkee The crosion wis probably causcd initially from txank colt
lapse, butwas then cxacerbated by anglers using itias siccess to i populitr run in the river The
River Care Committee, and knowing

hazaed was brought to our aucation by the Hinemai
how poputar this river is for winter lishing. the team realised it nceded to be dealt with guick
ly. So Rob Kirkwuooxl, Callom Bourke and Roy Baker were dispaiched 1o remedy the problem.
The hole was comverted into a: serics of steps teading down imo the strecam. enabling esicr
access to this populir stretch of wiltee Railings were then positioned on cither side of the
s1cps 10 Keep anglers and walkers awity from the edges and out of hitrms wity:

Feedback on the condition of populkir fishing tracks is appreciated, s often damage em by
pea quickly.as was the casce in this.instance and may not be detected by our tcam. Please piss
any use ful inforniation on te Eirol Cudby. Programme Manager Visitor Assets. Taupo Fishcry
Arca, cither via phosie: (073 380 8607 oremail:ecudbyi@do:govt.n z

track was a serions ba=ard.-




PROMISING PROSPECTS FOR

LAKE OTAMANGAKAU

by Mark Venmian

tark is onr technical
Suprport Officer. i ihis
article be retiew's recent
monitorin g of ®e 1ake
®LnnungaRau fisbery

Pboto abarw: Rob Mclay

iis winter we completed the twelfith
¢ trapping s<ason of the Te

Whaiau Stecaim 1tee Papakai Stresam was
alse rapped for the tenth successive war (3ee
Yarget Taupo. vswe 49) These are the only sig
stccams  of  Lake
Ouunangakau.sitied on the weswrn slopes of

consacul

nificant  spawming
Mount Tongarirw, Ritinbow and brown trout are
wapped in both steams with the 1@ Whaau
Stream acoounting (or the majority ot the run
By tapping these two streans, we dre able to
measure neady il of the matue sish from Lake
Otiunan,
rte measure of the ovaall state :nd health of
the trout poputation ad ickentify tends over
the sears. Jake Qumangakau has (1 n:putation

w, which allows us to gelan iceu-

for producing trophy sisext trout although ciatch
ing these kugg fish is- of ton a different stanyt The
seeret to these woptty fish is that they live to an
otd age while cominuing 10 grow ¢adh yeac Thwe
1apping programine allows us 10 kewp a close
¢Yye on the g slrucmire of the Poputation 10
cnsun: that cursent limits and angling practices
are not excessively impacting on the likclihood
of 1 fish surviving long enough to beconwe
1wophy.

Eveny day between 1 April and 26 August. any
upstrram fash ciught in the Te Whitim trap
were lin dipped, sexed, measured, weighed
ind neleased. A towl of 2336 trout wete
processed along with 328 kelts (spent fish)
moving buck downstreiun. Oser the 148 day
peniod. sl handled an avcrage of 20 fish each
day. The lacgest number of spawncers

procescsed on the one day occurred on 22 June
when 113 fish were trsipped feliowiny 20mmn
of min. Fifty theee kdts were also processed
that days, taking the totat 18 166,and not incltk-
ing Ihe 31 trout trapped in the Papakai $tream!
Trap operator, Norric Lwing, was ceriainly
Kepr husy dand noted in the loghook shat he
had “tial enough for a while” after wrostling
ncarly 208 feisty trout for the dayx

S0 1the tapping OPLration Was Very success-
ful, helped in part by’ the mitd and Jry winter
this yeae The'te Whaiu tap was onty flood-
¢d on one occasion durlng mid July; imd the
1otl crinfall wis considerbly Icss than the

presious winter. This ment that we trapped
continuously except for the 10 hours lhe icap
was ow of a:ction while in flood on 15 July. By
trapping kclts on their way back downstream
we calculated the totil size of the run (Includ-
ing tho:ic fish that by passed the trap in flood)
using the proportion of clipped kcus 10
adjst the number of ubsiream fish we had
procesised. This aedjustmem produced i Lol
run of 2581 lish with some 245 trout linding
a way pist the teap while it was in flood for

ks than £0 hours!

SIZLE OF THE RUN

Based on this adjusted mun, the number of
rinbow trout (1656) unpped during 2005
wits the second highest recorded since trip
ping began behind the peak of 1800 rain:
bows recorded during 2081 (Figure 1).
Howcever, the number of brown trou record:
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ed during 2005 has dccreased slightly,
though since 2000. numbers have essentially
been smbleat around 1,000 fish

TIMING OF THE RUN

‘Ihe drice winter overall this ycar meéant that the
. of rainbew trout was slightly later than
recent ycius with Junein particular, bang drier
112mm of rain.
Rainbows 1an between April and August with
the wn praking dur.n g July July produced 56%

than normall with just

Adjusted total

8§ B B 8
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Figure 1 Adjusted tetuls for rainbow and brown trond through the Te
Whaiai trap between (991 and 2005,
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Yigre 3:

Avernge weights of rainbowr trot baprd in the Te Whaian

Stream since 1994.
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ofthe total female run and 42%oftbemale run
The cntice run of brown trout occurred
between the months of April and July with
May being tixe peak month for both sexes.
Such a narcow period forspawningis ty pical
of muny trout populations but in complcte
contrast to the extended spawning which
occurs'in nearby Lake Taupo.

SIZE AND CONDITION

In compirison to 2084, the average length
and weight of female rainbow trout (602mm
& 2 .8kg) was higher this ycar with a similar
increase observed with males (623mm- &
2.9kg). Such averagesare approaching those
recorded during tive last peak in the tcophy
fishery 10 years ago (Figures 2 and 3).
Female brown trout avegaged 583mm &
2.5kg and brown males 625mm & 2.9kg
(Figures 4 and 5). Agiin these arc as good as
recorded since the peak in 1995 and 1996,
Consistent with the large average size, a toml
0120 ttophy size trout (>4.54kg, 101bs) were
tipped during 2005 including one brown.
The heaviest rainbow trout trapped was i
770mm long malle weighing 5.55kg (12.21bs)
with a condition factor of 44. The overall
percentage of rainbows trapped greater than
4.54l in weight this year was 1.3% which
was the second highest since 1996CFabic 1).
The heaviest brown tcout teapped wis o
female measuring 730mm and weighing
5.55kg with a condition factor of SI. The
overall percentage of brown trout greater
than 4.54kg trapped during 2005 was 0.2%
and consistent with cadier yeits.

This winter 14% of rainbows weighed 3.0kg
(8ib) or greater. There is therefore a signifi
cant_numbcer of Jarger fish that have the
potential to gain trophy status if they recov-
er from spawning this winter and continue
to grow overthie coming summec Howe wr
the fishery still has some way to go to match
the actual numbers of trophy sized fish that
were produced in 1995 and 1996.

The fact that the rainbow trout tend to grow
te u larger size than the brown trout is an
interesting contrast with Jake Tavpo where
the reverse occurs, despite the two rainbow
trout populations being very similar gencti
cally. This hightights the role that the envi
ronment and food plays in determining the
characteriistics of the fishery

PAPAKAI TRAP
A similac pattern was obscrved at the
I”apakai Strcam trap with browns being the
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long:st and heaviest since 1997 averaging
60%0un & 2.6kg. Rainbows fullowed a simi
lar pattern averaging €16mm & 2.8kg. ‘This
winer produced 4 total run ol 286 trout
with the majority (94%) being brown trout.
This 1un is down slightly on the 320 uapped
duting 2004 b sintilar10 1ha of 2003,

ANGLER SURVEYS

The othet significat techniques we ux tomon-
itor ihe [ake Orunamgakau fishery are imgler
sursedrs and imcervews  with expenenced
angers at the sason ¢ind Angher sineys allow
s to estinite the cutch rute and keepan oyeon
the hgvest of woue fivin the lake, Imerviews
weie mainly camied out during the peak feshing
o berween Janwiry and March but severa
interviesvs and lioeoce chods wore o cone

ducted onopening day, T Ovtober.
Overulk the cateh rue was very good at 0.25
fish per hour (1 fish cver 4 hours) with
most 200 anglers being interviewed during
this period. Aaglers irgely reic

ased icir
catch with only 1339 keeping the fish. ‘The
17 nainbows measured and weighed by staff
craged 5 sight-
cruge tum those aapped this

mm & 2.5kg which were
Iy ligshner or
Only 1o browns were recorded
and averaged 580mm & 2.6kg.

Dan gathered from mgler satsfacnon sur-
veys once the summer setasog had closed

winter.

corresponded well with the data from our
trapping programme and  lake surveys.
Exprricnced anglers cawend the size and con.
dition of rainbows the sceond highest o of
mmees behind fase years
y rated the number of tro.

the previous 5 s

peak. They si
phy vout emght as the next besi o summer
2003/04. In contnsi 10 our papping pro-
gramme.those angters rated the number and
size of browns caught as the second lowe=st
ow of the previous five summiers althougsh
they did rate the quality of those browas
e they: did cach quite highly. Ahhough
low numbers of young fish were rehoned
for st summ

angices hada high cateh rte
seoring heir suceess it 7.3 ou of 10.

SUMMARY AND FISHING
PREDICTIONS

A pood 2004/05 sumuncr scason wis pres-
dicted (Taurge! Tazepe, Isuc £7) based on he
number and condiion of fish trapped dur-
ing the winter of 2000, With o further
improvement in the aumber of fish through
the irap this winter and gspecially the num-
ber of large fish, the tishing prospects for
this summer loek sery promising. [t Just
Ircady at its:

depends whether the tishery
peak or will Kick on further yet Whichever,
aost trophy fish will still be hard earned as
is usual for this kke>.

Species 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 2004 2005
Rainbew 38 86 9.2 1 1 0.6 0.07 04 1.9 0.1 .5 1.3
Brewn 0.4 1.5 1.4 0.2 2 0 009 0 0.2 0.1 0 02
No. of 17 a5 50 10 9 5 2 » 25 2 6 20
4.54kg fish
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A WEEK IN THE MANAGEMENT OF

THE TAUPO FISHERY

by Glenn Maciean

Tbea Defetri's, Educator,
tatls to « Lroud) of
students from
Mawngckaramea Scbool
aibout the lifecycle of
et ct e Torgariro
National Tront Centre
Photo: Glenn Meadecn

Have you cvere wondered what is invelved with managing the Taupo
trout lishery, wet'k by week? To help you anderstand the variery of
tasks undertaken, we plucked a woeck out of Seprember this yoar and

wrote a diary highlightingt some of the 1asks done each day. 1 hyno
means a complete summary of what was eved that week. Budt it willk
give you somu idea of the eange of work undertaken in our cole as
mantgees ol the: Taupo fishory.

MONDAY
8.15am  Fortnightly 1cam mecting 1o catch up on various issues and plan Up comling ctivities.

10.00u¢n Dave and Pete Devlin from whe conservaney office walk the proposcd route for a
new rack from Adnrats Pool 10 Never Fail Pool on the Tongirisro River, medifying the align-
ment to avoid a fleod prone aca

Roh:ind Bob walk for an hour into the upper Whitikau Secam then walk anil dive 4.3km down
stecam counting the spawmng fish. The 394 fish seen are consistent with counts it other streanls
indicating spawning is welll undersay: Many of the fash are iccent arrivabs indicating that the Whitikau
GioU0 s free of blockiagss and that trout are able 160 access this Key spawning siream. It's a rush for
Bob buciuse he has 10 ke over from Glenn manning ihe ish bap on the Hine-niaiaia River & 3pm

Glenn s spent the weekend on the wip and made some further modifications to the trip:
pinng protocol to cnabie 1 single operitor to better handic a laige numbcer of fish withow need
ing assistanccTsiialling this approach on Monday he bas tansferned neznly 50iish inie H8 dam

and is pleased wiath the outceme

8.00pm Rob as the fishery duty oflicer contacts Bob on the Hintmataia trap and Julic on the
Waipa fish trap as part of the daily routine to check they are safely tucked in for the night.




Tep. Jebn Gibbs & Petrin Prancls shock eges it the
Tongariro Naitencd Trowut Ceure Hatchery, by dropping
tbem inte a basket This breaks the membrome o f Infestite
€g8s so thalt ibery can be remorect. Phete: Thea DebPrtris
Below: Infertite eggs turn white and ave cas#y sorted out
Jrom the bealthy oggs. Photo: thcea Befulris
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TUESDAY

8.00am Rob calls Bob and Julic to check hew things acc
going. Therewerce a ceuple of heat showers after dark which
did nething te the flews in the rivers but were ecneugh Lo
enceurage a run of fish into each wap.The fash arc geting to
the peint that they have to tunand it is tiking very little
change: in cendiliens, 1o excite another run.

9.30am Dave.Petrina.Glenn and Mark meet with the hapu of
Ngati Rengomai Marac and tcpresentatives of the Depariment
of Corrections and Envirorunent Waikato en the banks of the
Wiaiotaka River e all share concerns abeut the impact of wil-
lews, on aspccts of the river and agree te werk tegether 1)
develop both an immeediate aid leng term plan te improve the
fiver envirenaient, Anether mecting is scheduled for the
following Friday

10.00am Thea hests 2G childeen from Maungakaramea
Primairy School at the Tongariro NationalTrout Ceatre intre-
cucing them te the ‘laupe Fishery and the impertance of
looking after the aquatic envitonment

11.00am John and Pearcina shock treut ¢g28s held at the
‘Tongariro NatienalU'rout Ceatee by dropping them inte n bis-
ket 1is physical agituien breaks the membriane of the infer-
tile eggs causing thens te go white %o they can be casily sor?
cd and emeved.Thc fry whach hatch from these eggs will be
rclcased inte the Pahikohuru and Kakape sueams above HB
dam on the Hinema

i River te help reestablish the spawa-

ing run in these stecauny:,

1,00 pm Carolyn and lfarry spend several heurs on menthly
schicle checksWith a large ficet of dicscl vehicles and boats
used hy many different staff formal checls arc essential e
casure that vehictes arc coadwerth) :md that WOF's :md
milcage arc curceat,

3.00pm Hary baits 24 nunnew e:alys with asmall pertion ef
trout coe and then sels these evernight at 4 locatiens aleng
the Tongarire and \Whitikau Rivels

WEDNESDAY

8.00am Harry retricves the minnow treps weighing and
measuring each of the juv-enile (reut caugin. These jish of
between SOmm and 120mm long ace the keV to the future
size of the trout populatien.

10.00am Callum, Mark and Dave drilt dive a scctien of the

Waimarino River te ceunt spawning trout, k is a nice dy but

still cefd work despite 7mm weetsuits and al) the gear n all 5
rivees are counted each month over the winter

10.30am John and Petrina meet to discuss the pessibilities

of i« lish stamp te help fund the devclepment ofthe Tongarire
NationalTront Centre, Legaland pructical issues would scem
1o rulc this stuatcgy eut.

All day Michel centinue's his analysis of the data collecied
from the year leng study of the mevement of acowsticully



Tewide Grares, lifcernce
administrater (eft) and
Carelyn Loers,
Pregreomrne Masuager
Service prepare a fishing
lcence order

Ppoto:Glenn Mactean

tagged cainbow teout in Lake Taupo. With
two million pieces of data it is a big job but
the results are very enlightening with major
management implications.

PM Rob. Dave: and Callun check out known
poaching spots along some of the ¢asten rivers.
‘These arc eapidly filing with spawning trout but
there is no sign of any visits'This :s consistent
with 1cent yeaes but a major change frem 10
ycars ago when each of these spoils had well
teodden tmacks by this stage of the winter

THURSDAY

8.30am Pio
Dave, Rob, Glenn and Carolyn meet with
John to plan the next weeks activities.
Carolyn then has the unenviable woik of
schedubing all the tasks inco an effective
weekly plan, organising the appropriate

mne Managers Petrina,

stuff, vehicles and other resources.

9.00am Mark, Bob and Julic clecteic fish 5
sites along thelongacico and WAitikau rivers
as part of coutine monitoring of juvenile trout
numbers. Moderate numbers of newly
hatched firy are caught, the fiest progeny of
this wintees spawning It is noticeable that the growths of algae are unusually heavy forlate win
tee which is another reflection of the tack of rain over recent months Nevertheless conditions
look great for the imminent peak in spawning activity

10.00am Sid represents the depirtment in courl prosccuting a defended case of teout poach-
ing. Harey rakes the stand as a witness desaibing the events he saw. The judge finds in the
depariments favour and the defendant is fined $1058 plus cout costs.

10.30am Jehn. Glenn, Landseape Architect Herwi Scheltus and Pianner Roweni Cudby from the
conscrvancy office meet with representatives of Turangitukcun and Enviconment Waikato to discuss
planned work to contrul willows in the lowerTongariro Riverand o cemove debris iskuds form-
ing in the main chaimel.

LOOpm Heiwi and Petrina discuss the details of the contract to complete the renovation of the
classcoom at the Tongariro National Trout CemireThis classcoom is the centee of the new edu-
cation programme between Genesis Encegy: th-Tongariro NationalTrout Centee Socicty and us

to promote teout fishing, the lishery. the need to look af:ce the aquatic habitat and use naturdl
resources wisely In the long term the degradation of the aquatic habitat is' the single biggest
threat facing the Taupo Fishery and this progmumme under the direction of educaler Thea

DcPetris is a huge step forward in shaping the attitudes of 1omorrow's decision makers

3.00pm Back from electric fishing, Mack prepares @ media elease on opening day for lakes
Quamangakau and Kusatau. Petrina discusses an editorial change with Glenn and then disteib-
utes it to the media,angling clubs and local groups.

FRIDAY

9.002am Bob, Julic, Bave and C:
cessfil scason. Getting the cage and sceeens up the-20 metre bank to the vehicle taxes the new

um remove the Hinemaiaja fish trap and cacavan after a suc-

teipod and winch sct up which will need to be further modified if we cepeit the uapping next
wintee

Friday is always i busy day for Txnia taking and processing licence orders for the weekend.
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Custom Fly Rods

and proudly built in New Zealand.

ming angle

Outlets: S;)orhng Life
Turangi

Mooses Sportsworid
Palmersion North

Hunting & Fishing
Monowotu

Crosbygorret Fly Rods
info@crosbygorret.co.nz
Ph 06 355 1429 Fox 06 355 1427

Perhaps the least glimorous aspect of what we do efficiem fish-
ing licence administration and finxundia. reposting is Mmndamen-
tal to our success, totlly fiwded as we are from licence rev-
enue. John delivers the packages of licences toTiupo agents on
the way home

10.00am Pctrina makes a public presentation ta 80 people at
REAP (Rursl Education Activitics Programme) inTaupo on the
vilue of the fishery Pt of the Continuing Education pro-
gramme this provides a great opportunity o 1iise community
awareness of the itnpoitance of looking after the fishety and
1he lake and rivees that supporus it

10.00am Glenn andd Callum clumber up the #hikohuru and
Kakape Streams 10 check how many spawning trout e pres
ent.ll1ese stre.ams flow into HB Lake on the Hinemais
intent of the tap and transfer progaaitnme is to 1¢-

and the
ablish the
spawning rinin these stecagns 18 trout are seen, not a lot but it
issull early inthe cun and ewiceas many aslast ycar e strcams
arc nacrow and deeply incised but the gravels look good. In a
couple of weeks we will sced the streams with the fry cureent-
Iy reanng at theTIT C ta further boost the production

3.00pm Bob checeks that all the detacls are in place fortomor
row’'s hanest stuvey on the river including that each staff
member is clear about when,where and what they have to do
and has the appropriate data books and other c¢uipment:

4.00pm Glenn and Herwi meet with consuitants acting for
a preperty developer to discuss how they plan to handle the
stormwater cunoff jrom the development Agreement is
reached on a suitable treatment.

8.1SpmRob as the fishery duty officer ceceives a call
expressing concern over rhe actions of two people at the
Waiotaka River Mouth who the caller suspects ace preparing
toseta net.

8.35pmRob is standing quictly in the dark at the Waiotaka
Mouth.1hc only people present fit the description given but
their mind is cleady on other activities than poaching fish.
After a fesw minmes the car stans ind drives off and Reb
makes sure with the night vision gear that they haven't left
a net set in the Jake. No cigar this time but always worth
checking om

SATURDAY

6.25am Mark starts imerviewing anglees on the Tongariro

River10 get a measure of theicangling success. This data com-
bined with the aerial estimates of the total angling cifort
allows us 1o calculate the total number of fish caught over the
day and eventually the scason. In the past an excessive har-
vest has affected the quatity of the fishery, particularly the
wimer river angling and it is ¢ssential we have accurute infor-
mation.Mack goes: until 2,25pm which is a long day when you

are continuously ing to pcople At least cvenvone is
licensed and following 1he rules and there is no need for any

compliance aclon.



Harry Hamitlon scts a
minnow hifz on the
Tongarire Riter.

Pbetoc Mk Verman

This article oxose ¢
week In Scptember of
this yean The teophe
rferred to were part
of the Tonpu fishrery
tean at that time and
were:

Bace lart

Reb AMciaty (Rufs)
Reb ftoed (130b)
Glenn Maclcan

Julie Greaires
fewina Finicts
Meak Yiewsmeirs

Thea Detents

Jobu Gihibs

Ceurolyn Poots

Harr)y tiamitton
Calhnin ek
Michet et

Sid Pura

Peron Xiyte

@ lecre: Eronl Cudhy

6.40am Rob and Bob take © the dic © count the nunber of anglers lishing on the
rivers, If You like flying it is gieut fun but not an activity Fer stft pronc to fecling sick. 70
mmglers are counted on the Tongariro butonh 9 on vach of theTaurunga-Taupo aad Waitahinui
Rivers

uslern

8.00am Sid arrives at theTangariio National Trout Centre for the day. It's busy for 2 houss fecd:
ing fish, cleaning toilets, sweeping the unttenwiler viewing chamber descing leaves off the
tracks. clearing the trap and picking up rubbish before opening the gates: to the public at 10ain.

10.00am Contrict intenicwer Dave Lehndorf beging collecting catch data from anglers on

theTamangaT:anpe River coatinuing umil 4 pm

11.30am Rob ;nd Bob take ofl to complete a second aerial count o fimglers on the rivers
2.25pm Michel fakes over trom Murk interviewing imglers along thc’tohgariro until dark.
4.35pm Rob and Rob stast the third aerial count of the day.

9.00pm the rain scts in and tiaince raager Doron Whyte faces a long night on the Waps nsip
As the flows build up the fish stact to nm and Doron is busy processing both the upstream
spawners and the kelts moving back downstrean. On top of this he needs to clean the trap
regularly to reuove the floating pumice and debris which would otherwise ciuse the trip to
scour out. h is chadlenging work in the switling waters and the rain wmd wind kite at night

SUNDAY

8.00am Doron nukes comaer with Rob as the duty officer He has hid a long night but its still
raining and the fish arc still running,

1200pm Rob arrives at the trap with Juliec who is to 1akeover from Doron- Over the next
fews hours they work the trap continuously processing 96 upstrizam fish aod 16 kelts fhic nan
continues and ultimately the stream beats them and overtops the vrap With nothing more thin
@ be done they batten down the tiap to minimisc the risk of dinuage and pull out for the
night. With the raln starting to break Rob and Julic wiil be back first thing tomorrow morning
to try and re-instate the irap,
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his pile of nylon was not pulled from

the wiater; it was collecied on the

biak at the Reed and Bain Pools on
the Tongarciro River Culprits. ] wonder who?
1 definitely can't kay blame on anyonce clse
apar fromanglels

WHAT TODO ..... take it home with you. If
you change your trace wrap the old onc
around your hiind. swiff it in your pocket and
tien dispose of it in the rubbish bin when
you get home. Another idea suggested by a
local guide is to get a film canister and cut a
X in the top to stuff the nylon in. The same

also applics 1o general cubbish: you are good

cnough o cagry it 1o where you are lishing

s0 how about carrying it back to yom house
or motcl 1o disposc of in the rubbish bins

A mess frenn only two peels This doesn't tnclude coms, bottles, cigurette butty,  there.We've got a beamiful river lets keep it

Joodd wrappers anci vhe (i Rg Phote: Sporting Jife, Turangi. that way-

GREYS

BORN TO FISH

THE GTX
Tietopgrade
ateminlum spool
housing and reduced
hiack plate give the
1deal mix of strengh,
durability and iightness.
Supplied complete
with o sparesaaols
a whote range of

line wesghts can be
asernbled cheaply

to espe \vith every
imaginable <ituation

THE GRX REEL

The GRX has had four
yeass of awanis, accolades
and thowsands ot users
worldwide.

“he chaice of 1he tenous
fly angler whois looking
for real value for money
witheltany compromise

THE GRX REEL
This has to be the best
value fly el on the
market. Veted best
rec| tn many reviews
singe ks intrexluction
two Years ago and still
offering unbeatabte
performance and valuve
for meney.

A die-cast aumituur
framenvith 3 cartriage
spool system =SUpplied
complete wih o
sparse spools

— 7

Distributors:
LORTHISLANS.

S ROSERT A CONAGHAN (NZ) 11D AUEXTO $POKTS 2000 LTO
on performarice. 3 47 KQAMANEY D, M7 EDEN, AUCKLAND (624 XAELOFAl VALLEY 3B, GUNEDN
Sashe 96 #67)  2 PIONE € 638 6100 PHONE 83 438 4562
GRX#s3 §é° 067 3 EMAIL salcs@eaconaghan cem EMAL  aleatamects@xta Co.nz
GRANSE 96 667 4
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JULIE GREAVES

lic recently joined the Taupo Fishery' team as a Field
Opegations Ranger 1nitialty she was contracled touintetview
anglers as pact of the harvest survey team, but quite uickly
eatised that it was an intercest she wanted to pursuc further,and
jumped at the opportunity for a permanent position

Julic is originally from Papiatua in the Wair

arapa, but is famiiiar
with the Tieupo arca as she has been living in Tutangi for four
ycars Shesrarted working for the Departmient of Conservation

nwe eirs ago as part of the TutangiTinupo Arca biodiversity
team, involved in weed and pest control. Previous to that. Julic
worked as a rafeing guide on theTongaricro River and did a two
vear diplomu in Adventure EcoTourism a¢ UCOL in Palmerston
North. Shc is currently involved in the local community as a } R

. o W
Julte with ber much loved Alaskare Malamuite,

Nike. PheleCralg Lyens

volunteer for the Turangi Coastguard and St Johns Ambulance.
All of this has given hera widce varicts of outdeor experience.

Julic includes mountain biking. skiing, boating, wakeboard-

ing. and tmmping amongst her favourite outdoor pursuits. She is now keen to pursue fly-fishing and is looking toe
ward to mecting anglers during surveys and gaining as much knowledge :s she can about teout from the fishery

management team

ORRIE EWING

orric Ewing retired in September this yea:s [n all, Noerie had

spent 43 years in service to Timpo anglers since he comvnenced

as a Techmicat Trainee with the NZWidlife Seevice in 1938, Over
that time he was the Wildlife Fishery Officer hascel in Turangi and Tuwge,
then Scnior Fishery Officer in Rotorua with oveall responsibilits fur the
Rotorua lakes. Bay of Pleuty, Lake Waikaremoana and“laupo teout fishenies
Particularly in his caclier years, Noerie was heasily involved in‘Faupo fish-

ery investigitionsincluding the pioncering tripping Prograninics in many
Last of ibe sumumer wine! Norrie Ewing 10cdl rivees and stieams e was cesponsible for much of the Wildlife
(réght) chats with Censervator Paul Senice input to the oiginal Tongarire Power Development fishery sue
Green ore the deck at the Turangi office

veys and protection measures during the scheme construction. Norrie
Phote: Reb H{oed

was cenowned for his practical and innovative approach to his work.,
along with his :bility te coustruct a fianctional object out of mere mortals’ cubbish. siders claim this is a legacy from
the 1950s and (8s when the impoverished Wildlife Service scavenged through the construction <umps around the Vi
ious Wagkato River hydro schemes for matcerials to build cverything from fish traps to swaff acconynodation.
Norr :ment responsibilitics from ®OC to Fish
and Game NZ in 1989 After a fow years' break he rejoined the Taupo Fishery tcam as a winter contracter, building
:md oleniting our trout spawier monitoring teaps, giving us the benefit of his vast knowledge of trout, their habits
and habitats. Finally, aftcea further 13 years, Norric has retired to his superb beach-front propetty at Pukehina Beach
where we wish him a long and happy tetitement with lots of fish to caich and deer to shoot. Taupo anglers owe him
a huge debt of gratitude.

rolc in Rotorua disappeated ¢turing the change of sports fish mana
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11 years involved predeminantly in our field work. The new position is with theliupo visitor assets team, ensie

Roy Raker 100k a position recently with the Taupo Field Centre of ®OC Roy had been with the fishery team fer
sog that Roy will continue to beinvolved in the outdoors maintaining tracks and structuces for the public te use

id Puia also recently retired. Sid had also been with the fishety team since 1989 and prier te thit with the
S Wildtife Service investigation unit and DOC in Retetua. This followed it 21yeac carcer with the NZArmy where
he became i senior NCO. Sid was responsible for coordinating the ‘Tengariro-Taupo conseevincy’s compliance
and law enforcement opceiations, training and prosecutions. Within the Fishery Acea he had taken the tead in our kv

enforcement and cempiance work, We wish Sid a very happy and esjoyable seticement.

ROB KIRKWOOD

ob jeincd us in 2003 from a career as chicf glacier guide aw Fox Glacicr on the West Ceast. Although a keen
trout angler Rob ceuldn’t resisr the call of the ice when offered a posting with the NZ eesearch team in
Antacctica. Rob werked extensively in our field eperitions team for the two and a half years he wis with us,
assisting with track maintenance, lish toip wotk, and eur regular monitoring projects. Reb has already sent us an caail
frem Antarctica where he is enjoying the challenge of lite on the ice again.

=

A pboto of a very nice
Sish sent in by Philip
MeNabb who caught
1his 3.65kg (81b)
brown jack at
Tokaant on the 2nd
October: The fish was

Readers are invited to send in photos of memorable fish they catch from the Taupo
Fishery for possible inclusion in this magazine. In the first instance send to the Editor of
Target Taupo, Taupo Fishery Area, Department of Conservation, Private Bag, Turangi or
email fishinfo@doc.govt.nz. All hard copies of photos will be returned.

SEND US YOUR PHOTO!




To advertise in the Taupo
Field & Stream Directory and reach 12,000
annual fishing licence holders,
contact Peter Mclntosh on (09) 634 1800

E s .t'_'-._.—a. g B
Peter & Chris Stewart P
253 Taupahi Road, Turan

W Venjson — Salami's,
Meatloaf, Sausages,
Pastrami, Smoked Venison

B Smoked Salmon — hot or
cold smoked

B Smoked Chickens

M Gourmet Products — Jar's of

sauces, Mustards, jams etc.

al ) lne -ngaTI]:nKII' processing
SMOKEHAUS |Jelliig eyt

B Dont Forget Trout
b S LoD Wy Smoking Avaitable!

Alpine Smokehaus
(Formally Turangi Smokehouse) Shop 37,
Town Centre, TURANGI. Phone 07-386 0235
Fax 07-386 0335 After Hours 07-386 8454

“Gourmet foods the old fashioned way”

Specialising in:
W o Fresh & Saltwater Tackle's =,
- * Rod & Waxters Hire \
W « fishing Licences \
* Hunting Permits Y\,
o Fishing Guides £t Beat Charters
* Hemc stay accommodation
and 24he Service

Steve and

PhifFax;
Angcla Barry o7 37; 3714
(etew owneos) Mebijle:
147 Ton4ariro Stice: 0274 458 964

Tawo

e e by 2o
‘:?o;gqfamu, guin’rzqi
e Ll T )
+ 30 mia s from Wiakapg Sl
+ 11y hass weh v demed ook § harbome

+ lienai Fgasai(Te o )on s eviewner o2
* |1 bl s 2 howe i s

* Porrd ok « Borems - lyog landy
* Node (a0l + MoorriznP dehare

* Hee Mo o) Bhirg g s+ Tohag goks nkbke

« Wearf aad Ganching g + Gompelamer s . o 3 i

Lit:le Waihi. Tek(07) 386 8011
PO.Box 11,Tokaanu. Fax:(07) 386 7513

Tree Trunk Cafe

hook into an

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

available frem $a3m

19 QOhuanga Road
Turangi
Ph: 07 386 6929

(Situated with the Tree trunk Gallery
and Adventure Mini Goli}

Creel Tackle House
=

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phonc/Fax 07 386 7929

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS
@ Quality fly tying materials

@ Hire tackle

® Open 7 days

Ceniral North island Agents lor:

Upper Tongarire Miver December - May
Lower Tongariro River - ALL Year
$49500 for two anglers per day

Join lan Ruthven for the BEST fly fishing
adventure of your life.

PH 0800353435
ian@wildernessco.oz
wwwnzflyfish.com

Raft Fishing Specia]is}s

3676t

Turangi
Budget priced accommodation,
big on comfaoit and service,

«F |
. S)mlmzr“z%oum sooms and hotiday

heneéc avallaple.
« Freezer and fish smekey.
* Guides arran ch

Ardrew for

Ph f07l386 8281 Fax {07ﬂ%86 8283

email: bellbira@reaporg.nz

* Righ oa the banks of the world famous
Tongariro River

« [nexpensive riverside accommodation,
Twin/Doubles fromy 855 per nighc.

© Large shared KiexhenDining Reem wichall fcilici s

.V Lounge withopen fireand sun decks.

® Fishing griides available

15 Taupehi Read, Turangi
Ncw Zezland. Ph: (07) 3868 150
Fax: (07) 386 8150

Email: spostsmanstud ge@xtra.conz

‘Nothing
on you like tungsten
. Widest range

order online: www.tungstennymph.co.nz

© Tungsten beads
© Coneheads
© Eyes

Ieq al
l % 6('1,1.5“(010.
Q; BOHOLUTELY AONGLING e
TongariroRiver Raft Fishing =

Tongariro River R
nymph and dry fly
We supply sumptuous
Don't just dream, ask for ouw

chaufteured, raft fishing experien

We also run family white water rthng frips.

For Raffing and Raft Fishing in the North lsland contact:

Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting
PO Box 281, Turangi.

Ph: 0800 10 10 24.  Fax: 07 386 &445.
Email: rafting@xdra.co.nz

ing offers you superb
on isolated water.

Turangi €abins &
Holiday Park

+ Campervans/Caravans * Tent Sites
¢+ 96 Budget Cabins * Onsite caravans

FACILITIES INCLUDES:
* Kitcheas & dining swoms Catusing for over 100 people
* Laundries with automatic washing machines,
diyers & daying soom
=TV room « BBQ area + Table Tennis « Childrens Play Arc:
+ Telephane « Fish cleaning area & fish freede
= Caravan & boat storage

Ohuanga Rd,
PO Box 41, Turan|

Ph (07) 386 8754




FISHAWAY e

* ACCOMMODATION o COINFD NR UNGLUINFD IISHING ©

Situated in the remote Molal valles where the plciuresque
Rangitiet River meess the rugged Rushine Ranges. Unéqee
frowt tishing righda. o deaorsted.

Lacation, lacatian- fecation New! River Retreal,
Spa Bath, Homestead, Fisherman’s Cotiage, Trout
Fishing, Rafting, Tramping, Spotlight Sataris,
Camp Out’s, “Mini" Golt, Clay Bird Sheating

Yaur Hasts: Trudi &
Stephen Atat.ock.
Ph: D5 388 0354,
o Fax: 06 388 0954
¥ Email: lishaway @mira.co.nz
Web: waw.larala.conz

* All standards of
accomodation
from $25 per night
per person

* Salf catering focilifies
and BBG! areas
* Fire side Bar

* A la Carte Restaurant
* Micro Brewery
* Spa & Sauna

* We'll even cook
your cafch!

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106

Kaimanawa Bistre
LICENCED RESPALRANT
at the Kaimanawa f.0d ge. Turangi

Delicious loed
[or hungry tishermen
HOSTS: Jim & Rac Magan
258 Taupabi Road
Phone 07 386 8709 Fax 07 386 8768

Mebile 025 955 230
Email j.r.magan@aciriy.ce.nz

4G oM

oY)

Southern End of Lake Taupo

Lake front family camping in Quiet 8ay
Just of State Hiway 2

Linen: forhice

Self contained Cabin

Hadiday lisuse for rem

Pesmancnt caravan sites

available

$kan 10 Turanyf dRkn| Taupo

3seninstos dlfielts

Shop and <ase - 24 melecs

Boat rap 3 aacina <lase by

Cegtral <o worild famous cvees

Tongerico | Taurpng: - Taudo

Fishing Lisences! Boac rarp

pemiie

6 Jonered sties

Quiet tent sites

Idcal 1oz Motos" bonies

O <itc caravans Cor birg, bring

YaUr #wa bedding

Facilitles include: Kitchan, (599, TW shawie s,
1oilets. 13undcy, ish cleay 8BA Fun bikes Efpos

Your Husis; ol & Lymy Cope

Mowoapa Motaxr Camp: 13 PareXacsnghrangs Siecee Motioapa

PhoneiFox: {#7) 386 11 62

Fishing/Holiday Bach

Can’t afford a holiday home?
—\What about a permanent site for

Yyour caravan for fishing or holida

Quiet peaceful sites AT LT @I Ti 1T
* 2 minutes from Motel & Caravan Park
Waitahanui River. S.H.1 Waitahanui,

. 1Zﬂmin_s frfum laTke Tront. Taupo

* 10 mins from Taupo. <

* Fish cleaning room ?2;,’?9' Eg-?) g;g g%ﬂ;
email:

& smoker.
* Rod & wader hire. T =
* Shop. windsor.lodge@xtra.co.nz

We alsa hrave available: 8 Fully Seff Contained Units,
Basic Cabins and Temporary Caravan and Tent Sites

273 Taupehi Rd
Turangi, New Zealand

Ph: 07 386 5441/

twu;.au'w %.’.‘vab MOTEL

CORMER ETATE FORAT 1, LI NDAD & TAUPARI AGAD, TURANGE

Tongariro River
Pool Reports

For the latest fly fishing updates for
individual poofs on the Tongariro River
Go to: tongarirorivermotel.conz

as featured on daily fishingreports at:
taupo.com & sportinglife-turangi.co.nz

Contact Ross on 07 386 8555

‘tc-:u'yuc'w ;/)\,-Euez MOTEL

t«.m?du'w K).ac'vcz MOTEL
For affordable comfortable
fly fishing accommodation

Free us2 0f commeeial smokehouse
Free ikh deaning & freezer facilities
Free boat &¥ailer & additional car parking
Free fkhing advice- wheie, fow, what, when, why eic
Free |3undy (washing & dryev machine & soap powder)
Free hot spa pedl (wadesis net permitied)
Free phone far booking #3808 1 trout (i87 688)
il

tel.co.nz

Contact Pip or Ross
at TRM now - ph 07 386 8555

. Lo AOAD & TURANG

FOR SALE:

Tongariro River Motel Units
Tongariro River Motel, 8. 8ox 2, Tukangt
Cormer State Highway 1 & Link Rd. & Taupahi Road
Eleven individua) fully etuipped motel units

tUnits managed & maintained for ovmers
Prices from $100,000 (studios) to $170.000 (2 bedm
uniss) Only 300 m leve! walk ¥ Tongariro River pools
Conwact Peter Rattell, First National Tonga:iro, MREINZ

Ph. (07) 386 0030, Fax (07) 386 6922.




TH“E NEW SS5720 Designed for people who

need more than one lifestyle in one boat. Luxtiry whenyou,

want it and hard core fishing when you need-it._ Rugged,
reliable and with the best ride on thewater the Haines Hunter>
SS 720 has a lot more to offer people who need more than'an
average boat. The Sports Sedan provides shelter from the

elements while provi_di'ng fantastic all round visibility through

the toughened glass screens that also bring a whole new look

T H E 5 EREC R B TSl

CRES. 20172

#1to the Haines Hunter range. The handling char-
“acteristics of this boat are the envy of many,

providing seamless performance and comfort W }
A% 14
L

with a sporting flare of a true thoroughbred. It all 3 m.nTlP"
adds to a less strenuous day on the water. Test drive the Haines

Hunter 5720 and experience a new direction in boating.
HAINES[HUNTER

L N T H E REHEDE




Less than an hours drive to
experience New Zealand’s most
complete outdoors outfitter.

Established in September 1998, the Outdoorsman
has gained the reputation as being the country’s most
complete outfitter - whether fishing, hunting, hiking,
camping, travelling, mountain biking or simply
shopping for quality lifestyle clothing and footwear,
the Outdoorsman will mcct your needs.

The Outdoorsmaa 22,000 square foot showroom is
an adventure in its own right. Set in a multi-leveled,
rustic timber environment you will find yourself
browsing for hours through apparel at amazingly
low prices, with informed staff to assist you with
the right purchasing decision.

Complement your visit with excellent coffee and a
light meal in the Outdoorsman Cafe. You will find
the casual and alfresco style creates the perfect
environment for a complete destination shopping

experience.
|
~| OPEN 7 DAYS |
,«““@9" e
& 6 Tarawcra Road !
e L Roterua
t"‘ﬂ 4”—1.’
et s Ph: 07 345 9333
ROTORU &¢" ! NEW ZEALAND’S GREATEST OUTDOOR OUTFITTERS
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