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Features: From the reliable gas operating
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forend to the low luster finish on the exposed metal surfaces,
The SUPER X2 Field Synthetic is pure ulility & reliable, simple gas-operation.
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‘TAUPO FOR
TOMORROW’

Teaching young people to value
trout and their environment 2

by Thea Defetrls - Thea is the new Fiducater
at the fongariro Natienal Tront Centre

When we picture Taupo we imagine clear water,
blue skies, green trees and glistening trout but will
it have this magic in fifty years time? Prime Taupo
trout epitomise everything that is good about this
environment. Studying the multi-million dollar
fishery, the environment which sustains it and the
challenges facing its management provides a
fascinating insight into the wortd of utilizing and

sharing New Zeaiand’s natural resources in a
sustainable way. Now this opportunity exists
through ‘Taupo for Tomorrow’, a new education
programme at the Tongariro National Trout Centre.




Chilirren lote the under-
water viewing chambes
Tbe centre prevides cn
opportunity for students
(o observe trout wujrclose
and learn-about the
ecology of tiving things
Photo: Adrina Francis

he Tongariro National Trout Centre, on
State Highway 1 just south of Turangi,
has been the “window™ to the Taupo
trout fishery ever since the site was trans-
formed from simply afunctional hatchery toa
centre to cducate people about trout, in the
late 1980's. Through the years. it has been

learning
importa
and usi
way. Hy
applicac
the gov
provide)

uscd to convey important
messages  about  trout,
angling, fishery manage
ment and ccology to the
general public, as well as
providinga place for weary
travellers and tourists to
rest and cenjey the tran-
quil native bush sctting.
Withoutany specific promo
tion, a large number of
school groups have also
become regular visitors.

Rather than students
purely visiting the
centre to see trout,

they could be provided
with a more in-depth
learning programme

which bighlights the
impertance of looking
after the environment
and using natural
reseurces in
sustainahble wa

cessful which left che Taupo
Fishery Arca looking for an
interest group in the local
arca to provide sponsorship
for what they saw as an essen-
tial progeanune for the long
term viability of the fishery:
‘The Tonganro National Trout
Centre Socicty, who organise
1he hugely poputar childrens
fishing days at the centre and
have a strong band of volun-
teers, were also interested in

In 2003, Heurisko Ltd, a company speciak
izing in lcarning cxperiences outside the
classcoom (LEOTC), was asked to assess the
suitability of the centre as a place for chil
dren to learn in a situation complctely
ditferem frem their normal school ¢nviron
ment.They were also asked to ascertain the
relevance of the Taupo fishery and its
Zcaland
curriculum framework. Heurisko concluded

management to the  New

thatihe trout cemre would provide an excet
lent environment for both classroom style
tcaching and ‘hands on' learning by utilising
the facilitics already on site and natural
aspects  of the centre, including the
Waihukahuka Stream and the adjacent
Tongariro River. The report stated that “the
high quality natural features in a confined
area, good accessibility and the safe, child
fricndly design of the centre's facilities make
the site ideal for student learning experi
¢nces”.  Heurisko's report concluded that
tate quality cducation
programmes bascd around social science.

the centre could faci

science and geography topics as well as
having opportunitics for learning in mathe
matics, health, technology, history, and ¢nvi
ronmental cducation.

This supported theTauire Fishery Asca’s belief
that there was significant opportunity to
expand 1he educational aspects of the wout
centye for schoolage children Rather than
students purely visiting the centre (o sec trout,
they could be provided with a more iudepth

being a partner in education
at the centre. The seciety fele that this would
fit very nicely with their objectives to cducate
the pubtic about trout and the fishery, and
interest young people in fishing as a recre-
ational sport. In mid 2004, Genesis Encrgy
stepped in to become the prunary sponsor of
the education programme in partnership with
the socicty and  che
Conscrvation. With funding now assured, the

Depatument  of
programme could begin to be developed.

The first step was to employ a registered
teacher part-time who would be responsible
for the development and delivery of the
programme last November, I was hired as
the cducater who would implement this.
With a secondary teaching background in
geography. science and social studics, as well
as being a keen outdoors woman, this job
suited me-down to the ground!

AIMING FOR A
SUSTAINABLE FISHERY

‘The term sustainable has become a common
catch phiase for those concerned about the
futuce of our planct. We sec it being used in
official documents like the 22020 Taupo nui
atia Plan’, anintegrated sustainable develop-
ment suategy for the Iake Taupo catchment,
The  New  Zealand
Commissioner for the Environment has used
the term in his 2004 report ‘Sce Change
Learning and Education for Sustainability’ sa
report written to explain the concept of

Pasliamentary



Thea talks to a group of
stiuclents and teachers
JSrom Karapiro Scheel
The Tongariro River
prevides an (nteresting
casestudy fes studenis on
the life cycle of trout and
managing waleras a
natural resetrce

Photo: Petrina francis

sustainability and how people can learn 10
live in sustainable ways. This year even
marks the start of the ‘United Nation's
Decade  of Education  fer
Development’. Western cultures are awak
ening lo the fact that globally weare living in

Sustainable

an unsustainable manner as we clear land-
scapes, burn fossil fueds, fill landfills and
pollute watceways year af:cr vear Asanglers,
we place an extremely high value on the

1brough educating the youth of
teday, we are influencing the
leaders of tomorvrerw ant there-

Jore, we bape, guaranteeing the
long-term existence and gquality
of the trout fishery.

ccology of lake Tiupo and its surrounding
rivers and streams, which support the wild
trout population Sustaining the fishery for
future generations is of viral importance for
social, culturul, economic and recreational
rcasons Through educating the youth of
today, we arc influencing the leaders of
tomorrow and therefore, we hope, guaan-
tecing the long-ternrexistence and quality of
the trout fishery In practical terms, what we
are talking about is ¢nsuring future decision
makers, whether they are working with the
land or in government or industry, have an
affinity with the fishery and the need to look
af:cr the environment. We hope they will
then incorporate this into their future deci-
sion making in the Teupo arca.

The ovcerall objective of the cducation
programmc is to deliver meaningful, relevant

experiences for all school children. These
must meet objectives fi:om the New Zealand
curriculum frameworkand will seek to:

@® Raise awareness of the
importance of protecting
fresh water habitat

® Pevelop a better under-
standing of how natural
resources are shared while
protecting their quality and
sustainability

® Examine the Department of
Conservation's work in
management of the Taupo
fishery and the issues of
human impact; and

® Promote angling as a recre
ational activity

There are many quaity learning expericnces
that can be examined by using the Taupo
fishery as a case stucly. The fishery provides a
real-life oppointunity for students to observe
the ongoing, sustainable management of a
natual resource. Students can see the applica-
tion of scientific methods and principles bong
used ina practical sense, tather than just imag-
ining a theoretical example.
students, for example, can study the mdio

Technology

teacking itnd acoustic technology that cnables
lishery managers to estimate the number of
fish in both river and lake envirotunents and
Scicence
students can investigate how people apply

better understand their lifceycle

biological principles to manage the fishery

&



Way over there.

Just Inuk at that cuthank

It's a long cast,

but at least the \f\.mc‘ s blowing.

Haif | can ;ust get a little closer...

e oops, too deep.
Brirr. 8 5 make the-cast.

5 Okay, Mr. Brown,
A : oolly Bugger,
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That sume'ﬁqcus big fish water..

. Distance isn’t everything. Except, of course,
when it’s everything.

THE SAGE TCR SERIES. No matter how stealthy you are or -
how deep you can wade, the fact is, sometimes you just have to rear
back and throw long. Really long. Into the wind. With big, heavy flies.
b Which is exactly why we created the TCR Series. Built on the extreme
edge of ultra-fast rod design, the TCR gives skilled anglers a distinct
advantage when facing the most demanding situations. And because
a long cast is only part of the equation, the TCR is designed to help
you achieve the precise line control that's necessary for effective long-
distance presentations. Of course, there will always be fish that you

just can't reach, but with a TCR there won't be many.

www.sageflyfish.com

® Hunting & Fishing Rotorua @ Sporting Life, Turangi @ The Fly & Gun Shop, Taupo @ Tisdalls, Auckland

@ Tisdalls, Wellington @ Tisdalls, Palmerston North ® Hunting & Fishing Nelson @ Fisherman’s Loft, Christchurch
® The Complete Angler, Christchurch @ Fish City Ltd, Hamilton @ Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing, Lower Hutt

@ Fish City Ltd, Albany @ Centrefire McCarthys, Dunedin @ Element (Outdoor Adventures Ltd), Queenstown

SdEE.



Thanks to

Genesis Encrgn the
education programme is
now beceming a reality
with funding assured
Jor the next five years
Here the key pariners (n
the programme are
Dictured together.  From
lefr. Dean Carroli.
General Manager,
Generation and ‘trad ing
Genesis Energy, Lddle
Tonks, Charrmun
Tongartiro National
Trout Cenire Society,
Paui Green, Jongarlro
Taupo Cornserrator,
Department of
Conservation and Thea
BePetris ducator.

s

genesis

EMERGY

Thie Department of,
Conservalion
Taupo Fishery Area
team would like ta
acknowledge
Genesis Eacrgy

the primary
sposisor for this
cducation
progrinmine. Lar
more infornation
ai hoakings,

07-356-9241.

and further study the facters that affect the
ecology of trout. Students of social scicnce can
use theTengariro Pewer Development scheme
as a tool for understanding how and why a
resource must be managed and how competi-
tion for resources can be balanced.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

Currently, school groups vi

ng the teeut
centre are given a tour of the site by the duty
ianger, during which they observe wild troutin
thelr narural envienment, and visit The River
Waik display centre. At
certain times of the year, the
‘Tongariro National Trout
Centre Society volunteers
provide assistance  with
basic casting techniques
resulting in cvery child
catching a fish from the chil-
diens pond.

To date this has been all that we have been
able to offer However, a quality cducation
progeamme  giving school pgroups key
messages about sustainability, along with
handson activitics that reinforee these

messages, will bring education at the centre to
awhole new level.

From June 2005, school groups will be able w
book a ‘“Taupo for Tomorrow’ cducation
programme They will have three options to
cheesc frem when booking, ranging &om a one-
hour guidedwalk with some handsonleirning, o
afull-day;ailor-made programnue that is designed
to meet the tcachers curricalum reguirements.
The best oplion will depend upon the group's
timafiamc and cesired learning outcomes,

Most programmes will have beth an outdoor

The troutfishery
provides a real case
study module that can
be developed for the

National Certificate of
Eduncational
Achicrentent (NCEA)

and classroom component. A small building
situated by the childrens pond will be used #s a
temporary classroom until the permanent
room artives later this year. Stimuladng, inter-
active activitics such as stream safaris, water
quality testing or fishing will be major cempo
nents of the programme A unique feature of
“Ltupo forTomorrow' is that the setting isf.¢x
ible and can utilise natural features of the envi
ronment, including the Tongariro River and
Wailwikaliuka Stream as well as the lake.
Prefessionals and specialists working in the
area can assist to cnhance learning  Tor
example, students may bc
taught while rufling down the
‘longariro River, working with
Department of Conscrvation
fishery staff, or during a site
visit to a hydreenergy power
station

The future of the education
programune looks very bright.
Once the programme commences in June,
we look forward to developing other
aspects. We envisage a website with on-line
resources, so schools can participate in a
virtual learning programme no matter where
they are in New Zealand. And the trout
fishery provides a rea) case study module
that can be developed for the National
Certificate  of Educational Achicvement
(NCEA). This is a huge step ferward for the
centre, and a crucial way of reaching thouw-
sandsof children cvery year with very impor-
tant messages about protecting, valuing and
looking after not only the Faupo trout fishery,
but the whole Taupo cavironment so that
they too can enjoy it when they grow up

®



by Glein Mactean

Glenr is vnr Programme
Manager Yechndood
Seppert and mancdges
the research und nens-
tering werk dese in the
area,

Mark Vemnan (right)
and Re®)y Baker (Iefe)
conduciing vne ef maizy
angler sureeys oy the
lake ever stimmer.
Pbota Ellivt Beknvr

the real picture

f you have read previeus issucs ofTarget

‘Taupo or had contact with our staff you

wilt have seen or even been part of our
various lishery monitoring progrimmes. We
routinely check and assess all sorts of things
including the number of spawning fish. their
size and condition, juvenile fish in the rivers.,
adult trout in the lake, their principle prey
smelt, 2ngling success and harvesl and the
catfish population, But do the results of aik
these programmces make any differcnce to
how we manage the fishery?
Monitoring has been a buzz word for a
decade or more and the mere Fact that some-
thing is monitored is often taken s being a
significant step forward In reality nothing
could be further from the truth. Too often
monitoring prog;smmes cither don't reveal
the true picture or orc used as an excuse to
avoid tackling the underlying issucs. we
learnt the conscquences of flawed monk
toring the hard way in the latc 1980°s. At the
time the fishery was in decline but our moni

toring programmes did not show it

Fortunately staff were: suflicicntly in touch
with the fishery to realize there was i major
problem developing and an exicnsive
rescarch preject into the trout preduction in
the lake coupled with the cesults of our first
yeardong harvest sunvey gave us the informa-
tion we needed. ‘the conclusion was that
angling harvest, or Kill. was having an cxces
sive impact.

Asa consequence we completely redesigned
our prograinmes, and these have continued
10 cvolve into whin we use today It also
confirmed the value of taking note of the
instinctive fecl of expcericnced managers,
somcthing which is no1 very fashionable in
thisageof ‘scientific’ management.

No xinglc monitoring programme  can
provide all the information we necd. Rather
cach programme Is like a piece of i giant
yigsaw which when all fined together finally
rcveals the complcte picture An example of
this is the average catch rate of anglers
trolling on Lake Taupo over the summers of
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1999/00 and 2000/01.Their measurc:d catch
rates werc aimost identical and were excep-

tiona
the fishery as often happens, they indicated
the fishery was at an absolute peak. In reality

dien on their own as a description of

there was little comparison between the
trout population over the two scasons The
first summer did reflect what was to be an
outstanding scason but the second summer
catch was dominated by old poorly condi
tioned fish which were feeding hard along
the shore 10 recover from spawning and
were easily caught The large numbers of
these fish was hardly surprising given the
record spawning the previous winter and a
consideration of the size and tirning of the
2000 spawning run.along with a comparison
of the average fish size and condition
betwecen the two years, madeit cleacthat the
fishery was then well past its peak.

The approach we adopted and still follow
whendesigning new monitosing programmes
is 10 say “so what?". What will we do diffee
ently as a consequence of any results the
programme might give? More than a few
times having coming up with what we

thought was a bright idea we have beven frus-
nated by this question and the realization that
the plan didn't add anything in terms of the
practical management.of the fishery

Related o this is a second question: “If this
progiamme gives results I don’t like, am [
prepared o make hard management deck
sions on the basis of these results?” How often
have we heard when a study indicates dire
straits, the resuits explained away as a flaw in
the sampling methodotogy  If you can ignoie
resitlts you don’t (ike using this justification
then you can equially ignore the good results
on the same basis.

Neverheless an eflective programme is invalu-
able. Of:ecn we can develop impressions of
aspects of the fishery based upon our own
cxper iences, but these are not necessanly an
accurate refection of the overall picture. /A
timely example is the concern over the
perceival effectiveness of jigging Anglers who
spend their time at the southern end of the
lake around the Tongariro Delta and Tauranga-
Taupo River mouths often see numcrous
anglers jig fishing and catching a lot of fish.
These anglers commonly express concera
over the iimpact of jigging on the trout popula.
tion. However our monitosing of angling cffor
over the whole lake shows jigging is relativeely
insignificant. Routinely it comprises less than
10% of the total efliort expended on lishing the
lake, refleeting that what occurs at the
southem end s not repeaked evervwhere.

‘To see the big picture, uitimately we have
developed a2 monitoring plan made up of
seveial programmes, that look at various
aspects of the lifecycle of Taupo treut and their
utilisation By bringing cach piece of injoima-
tion together, a consistent picture emerges.
But on occasion the resulw of one pregjamme
will seem at odds with another: This is when it
is essential that we have confidence in the
validity of ¢ich programme so that tather than
disregarcling the apparently wayward resulw,
we scek to explain them.In coming up with an
explnation we ofien take another step
forward in our understanding of how the
fishery functions.

In orcder o be cosiident in the results, the
monitoring progiammes must be carefullly
designed and statistically rohust. HBowever, such
a scientific approach does nor readily allow for
the experienced judgments of managers based
on an intnitive ‘feeing’ for the fisheryIn much
the same way as an cxperienced famier can
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..by Maniacs?

The New RIO Nymph line is rated Number One by professional guides and was created by some
tremely “committed” fly fishers for deep nymphing, high stick or dead drifting large terrestrials.
This RIO line has a seamless welded loop for quick rigging, a long body and back taper for easy roll
casting, mending and fly control. it makes casting heavily weighted nymphs, indicators and big

airresistant flies a pleasure. Really!

RIO’s new Super Floatation Technology™* creates an incredible high floating visible tip that’s a
perfect built-in strike indicator — no need to grease fluff-balls. So, whether you're fishing for trout
into New Zealand’s strong downstream winds, searching for steelhead in British Cotumbia or the
Great Lakes region, stalking rainbows and brown trout or using the Czech nymph techniques in
Europe, the RIO Nymph fly line is the most effective way to get the fly in front of your fish.

~ Owalr Langt 27.4m (50)

Fly Fishing's Cveative Specialist i Fly Lines, Leaders & Tippet Matevials™

RIO Products are distributed by Tight Lines Ltd.
g . @ RPL, Inc. Al rights reserved
wwwitightlines.conz

‘Patent Pending




cast an eye over stock ina paddock, the instine
uve feel of skilled managers should not be
totatly ignored. Good farmess will makcusc.of
science these days but their feel fer what is
happening also countsfora lot The challenge is
1o meld the two together so ¢ach supports the
other rather than decision making being totally
dominated by either approach.

While a lot of our monitoring progtammes do
not involve anglers. there is a very significant
one which icli’s on yeur input. As an angler
youmay wellhave been stopped by ourrangers
dither on the rivess in winter,or out on the lake
over swomer and asked a number of guestions
as part of our reutine angling surveys Perhaps
you have wondered how tis inforination was
used. You may also have wondered why we
were out at unexpected times rather than
concenuating on times when there ase peak
numbe:rs of anglers In eeality we ase also out
when it is besy but to ensure the data we
colect is robust it is essemial we measure a
cross section of anglers acress the scason. For
example it is quite conceiviible that those
anglets who only ever harl for the first hour or
1wo in the moming have quite dilt erent succwes
to somconc fishing through the heat of the day,
In e tthe angling surveys we conduct with you
oever a number of Ises at once Fustly, there is
a compliance componcent checking that you

have a current license and are following the
regulations. Once again mixing up when and
where we do the survey means every angler has
a chance of being stopped. Secondly, informa-
tion is collected on yeur cach nite The average
catch rate is one of our measerss of how many
fish are present but is also a reflection of angter
satisfaction with the fishery However a major
influence on cach cate is local knowledge,
which i why we ask how many days you bave
fished the particubar water in the current season.
Having happy and satisiied anglers is very
impoc.antto us. Inthe survey weask you (o rate
your victy, on a scaje of 1 - 3,0n aspects of the
fishery such as fixh quabty, size, angling success
and enjoyment. In reality we know how big and
in what condition the fish are fiom our tiap data
and by measunng fishanglers have ciught But
askin g this of you tells us how happy (or not)
you ate with what you have been catching For
cxample,anangter visiting for the fest or second
tine toTzupo may not have seen vervmany fish,
but has what they hae viewed ‘ived up to their
¢xpectations? In many ways the three questions
relating to how satisfisd anglers arc with the size
and quality of the fish, their ungling success and
howmuch have they enjoyed their fishing, is the
ultimate measure of whether or not we have
been successful in managing the fishery, as a
recreation] reseuic e

The Fly May leek the Same...

i

The final quesstion askexd on these
surveys is  whether  anything
denacts frtom your tishing expeei
ence. This is designed simply (o
clicit these issuws which are suffi-
ciemly concerning to vou that
theyare onthe tip of your tongue.
If an issuc crops up as a regular
concern 1 and its something we can
address then we will. However
requests to change the weather,
area ittle beyond our controlt

As you can sce, there are many
picces of information gleaned
from our angler surveys.
Combirled with our other moni-

But ir's the keek thal hold's you te the fsh of
a life:time. .. All Umpqua Flicsatetied on the
World's undisputed number ene fly-heek
TIEMC®.
DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS...

Disuibuted in New Zealand by: FeatherMenzhants
(Ltd). wowv Umpquacenz,

HTIEMCO

toting programmes the dawhelps
us to keep tads on the fishery and
make strategic decisions. Next
time you are approached by a
anger and asked some questions
as part of oursurveyy remember
yo1 are making a valued contribu
tion to your fishezry.and ultimately
its management.
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Mr Petersifrem Austratia,
en foys the fishing on
Latze @tamcarigekan
Photo: Rob Mclary

first glance our agnual estimate of
¢ size of the adult trout population
TaKeTaupo i carly November was
not very promising. The survey involved
couming trout jacger than 33cm in length
using a sophisticated cchosounder and has
been repeaed ¢very November since 1988.
‘The countis an instantaneous cstimate of the
number of trout in the lake. However it
represents only a proportion of the total
number of lish available to anglers over the
whole season as there are alwa)ys new fish
entering the adult population to replace
thosc dying or being caught

Last year's count of 60,000 trout was as low
as we have recorded with the count typically
fluctuating between 60,000 and 130,000
trout on a 4 to 5 year cycle. Such cycles are
typical of wild trout populations and refllect
the variable ¢nvironment they live in.
However comparing last November’s count
with previous counts is not like comparing
apples with apples. As a consequence of the late
spawning overrecent y ears the offspring in the
fake this November were several months
younger than usual and so smaller in sizc
Iberefore: a smaller propor:ion of these lish
werce of sufficicnt sisze 1o be indudedin the Jake
countThus isalse ceflec:edin theunusually high
propection of fish less than the legal size (one in
four) in angJ ers catches since Christmas.
Compounding this, the spawning run was
once again late with 69% of the run through
the uap on the Waipa Stee>am (a te:butary of
the Tongariro River) occurring afver 1
Seprember and more than 900 trout passing

FISHING PROSPECTS
STEADILY IMPROVE

lh}ough the wap in December, As a conse
quence many adult fish were not ineluded in
the count because they were still in therivers:
We can conclude then, that the count was
nowherc ncar as bad as it would first appcar
and the fishery has been subsequently
further assistcd by the atrociots weather
over spring and carly sunimer ‘This is
normally a iimc of ycar when fishing is rela-
tively casy and a lot of fish are caught and
killed. The inclement weather precluded
almost all boating and as a result, saved a
significant number of trout.

Since the weather settled incarly January the
fishing has been very good at a time when
typically it is hard. The overall catch rate
recorded for 134 anglers in February was
one fish cvery three hours (0.34 fish per
hour) mirroring the catch rate in January.
Such catch rates are normally associated
with the months Icading up to Christmas and
comparc 10 a catch eate last Febrnacy of onc
fish every five hours{Q19 fish per hour). In
par: it scems thatlike many other aspects of
the cnvironnient the cool spring has causcd
the typical pattern of scasonal behavior to be
dclayed by scveral months. For ¢xample it
was noticcable that unusually [arge numbers
of smelt were close inshore: post Christmas
and shallow trolling and smclting was nnusu
ally good for this time of ycar, particularly in
the Western Bays.

Nevertheless, by February the shallow trolling
methods ¢harling and lcad lines) only
produced an estimated catclt rate of 022 fish
per hour comparcd o a catch rate 2.4 times




Two respectable brown
treut in the 8t - 10/
caregar) carght early
March on twe Tongariro
River: Browns we
steadtly moving
upstream in their
shawning wi gration.
Photo: Rob Mciay

The variance of the
Summer celch on Lake
Yaupo.Tve top Jlsh is.a
kelt sivaggling 1o regain
condition wfter
spawning, and the lower
Sish is a maiden {1 good
conditto:r Boll> fish were
canught one afier the

othet, by the same angfer

in March
Photo: Dave Heart

better (0.53 fish per hour) for the deeper
methods (wirelines. downriggets and jigging).
This highlighted the need to sh deeper as the
lake warmed with the senled weatheo
Unfortunately though, many anglers stick to
the shalow methods that wotk through
spring rather than follow the fish into deeper
water For theseanglers it has not been a §reat
summer's fishing as they hiave missed out on
the success they would nosmally have had in
spring due to the weadier

As a consequence of the late spawning, once
agin there were a large number of kelts thiat
returi 1¢d 10 the lake late in the vear and were
readily caught by anglers as they fed had to
regain condition. Some anglers sce these lish
as reflecting a lack of food in the ake butin

reality they a just a symptom of the late
spawiting. in factthe young maiden fish in the
lake (fish that have not yet reached miturity
o spawn) are in excellent condition and we
are now secing prime maiden fish of approxi-
mately 2 kilograms regulacly during our lake

surveysAl in all given the large numberss of
voung fish only now cntering the legal sived
population. the very limited harvest over
spring and the excelent size and condition of
some of the fish, it is shaping up to be a much
better winter on Taupo rivers tham it originally
might have appeared.

For anglers lishing the Tongariro River over
summer it has genenilly been a much quieter
¢vening rise than last year, as the combina
tion of the cooler than usital spring condi
tions and several freshes prior to Christmas
curtailed much of the inscet activity
However on the plus side it has been a good
summcer for cicadas and when there has
been sufficient wind to blow them on the
water anglers have had some good fishing
There has alsobeen a lotefcommem about
the number of large brown trout in the
lowerriver which have been very visible but
cqually frusuating (o hook.These fishare on
their spawning migiation slowly moving
their wiy up the river over the next £ 10 6
months in what is a2 much morce passive
migraton than that adopted by the rain-
bows. While trying to hook and land these
fish below the highway bridge is largdy a
lesson in futility, once they move above the
bridge frony now on they are thuch more
vulnerable, especially at night

Since Christmas the fishing on Lake
Otamangakau has also been very consistent
with an overall catch cate of 0.3 fish per
hour recorded over February This is a very
good catch rate for this particular lake.
While the vast proportion of fish caught are
subsiecluently released here,the average size
of the few fish our staff have measured is
currently 3kg. llowever as in recem seasons,
while there appears to be a large number of
fish in the 3kg to 4kg range we are aware of
only’ a handful ef truly trophy sized fish
caught. Nevertheless with another couple of
months of growth there should be some
very good fish through the vap on the Te
Whaiau Stream, which feeds into Lake
®tamangakau, this winter

Allinall.after a slowstatt to the summer it is
now shaping up to be a good winter on
Taupo rivers One picce of advice though.
Given the large numbers of young fish only
now reaching legal size it is very likely that
these fish will macure late in the winter and
the bulk of the spawning runs wil again be
Scpiember, @ctober and even later

b 2




> HI LDRENS FiSHING DAYS 2008

ll Tongurire
L& Naiomal Treut

Tunia Greaves (efy) cund
ber younger irother

Ravee were ecstatic with
the fish they canght at
one of the carly fishing
days beld atiize ot
centre in 1983 Tinia
wonld never bave
realised back then that
she weuld end up with a
career in the fuupo
Sfishery. She is now our
Ranger Service, respon-
sihle for ticence achninis
lratien

Pioote courtesy of 1an
and dMarntyn Greaves

ots of keen little anglers will be happy
h know that the Tongariro National
rout Centre Socicty are wunning chil-
drens’ fishing days again this year ‘The days
are held at the fishing pond at the Tongariro
National Trout Centre, State Highway 1,
‘lurangi.
The pond will be open for fishing from 9 am
on these days Bookings are essential as the
days are hugely populagand often book out in
advance Please plan ahcad and book by
phoning the seciety volmiteers on (07) 386
3885, @r you can email toutcenie@neporg.nz
or fax (07) 386 8490.

Up to 30 chiidren can be taken each hour
from 9 am,and the volunteers will let you
know when you book what times arc aviile
ablc on the day.

The fishing is avitlable o children aged 6 to
14 years and a fishing licence is required.
This can be bought on the day or if your
child already* has a ‘Taupo fishing licence,
bring that along.

All children will be assisted to catch a fish
by a volunteer of the sociery. Fishing gear

Rainbow Trout

comfort, the
adjacent to
The

. You can

is provided and children will wake their
catch home.

While you are at the centre, have a guodlook
around ‘There is plenty for the whole family
o enjoy inciuding picnic areas, the under
water viewing chamber, The River Walk
display centre and a pleasant casy walk by
the Tongariro Rivee

Donations to the socicty arc appreciated o
assist with development of the centre, and
there are a number of places aroundthe site
where donations can be made.

THE DATES ARE:

e Sunday 24 April
(ANZAC weekend)
Sunday 15 May

Sunday S June
(Queens Birthday weekend)

Sunday 17 July
Sunday 14 August
Sunday 25 Septembcer

Sunday 23 @ctober
(Labour weekend)

5 Imnum-fnr its hospitality, its style and

ce and tranquillity of its surroundings and its location,
wnrlcl famous Major Jones Pool on the Tongariro River.
highly praised o rt hert

£« A kinds ol Cenal NGrih ISland 0utd00r aBventures.
* Relaxing with a book e a good Islend - extensive ivar ¢ music

emall: hm@xtra.co.nz

roaring log fire.
 Guided fishing ot independent fiishing.
* Leamiing 10 fish - ceirses oy viomen beginners ae our SPe®slty
* "Superb food" - Washingten Post, Oec '02
* Wenderful nverside walks right at the gate.
* Bed and breakiast accommedation, with ot without fishing

Heather Macdonald and Jenny Shieff
phong +64 7 386 €501

www.
fi




by Mark Veunman
Mark Is eurTechnlcal
Support ®fficer

Top Trap operatiens at
Peak spasurring times
often ieqecire working at
#night Here Reb Hood
nets fisk2 1 the Waipa
) before weighing.
measuring. fincti pping
and vecording thetr
details, Traf) eperctors
work alone, und Reb
was able to get tis pheto
by baving a camera azd
triped set upstieant.
Pheto: Reb Iieod

Figure tf mingefthe
ratnbew ancd hrou'n
trowd runs during 2004

uring 2004, wc complcted eur
Dscvcmh consccutive season trap-
ping treut in the Waipa Stream, a

tributary of the Tengariro River on the
boundary of Kaimanawa lorest Park. Since
1998, fishery staff have weighed, measured
and markcd a tetal 0of3,371 brown trewt and
32,419
summariscs the trapping results frem 2004
and compares them with recent years,

The Waip tap was operated from the Sth of
January until the 18th of Becember 2004.The
large fleod ac the endl of February caused

rainbow trout. This article

signiticant damage to the tiap by creding

away past of the true right banke But never-

theless, the trip has new withsteod the
seceond (Febnary 2004) and thurd July 1998)
largest floods in the ‘Tongariro in the kst 50
wears without major damage.

Timing of the runs

Semc rainbow trout were trupped every
menth between January and December
although the main run began during May, one
month carlicr than 2083, and continued right
through until December (Figure 1). During
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Figure 2:The adjusted
nwmber of rainbow ancl
brewes tront vunning the
Waipa Stream since
1998

Each trout trapped is
wmaried Dy removing balf
16¢ fin, which reQrows Lo
fecwe a distinct scar
Pheto: Rob Marshall
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2003, July and August lacked regular rainfall
which resulted in the runs heing stighty Later
The ntinbow trout runs peaked duriag
September and Octoher 2004 and remiined
uausually high until mid Becember t appears
that late runs are well established now and
anglers should plan their fishing trips later to
tic in with this'new’ peak in the spawniag run
The run of brown tcout was much narsower,
with almost all browns being trapped
between April and September.The peak was
in June, with 33%o0f brown females and 62%
of brown males tmapped ia this momb.

Sizc of the run

‘The actual runsace adjusted for those months
where a flood ocearred to account Ler any
fish that may lhave by passed the teap without

being caught.I#c size of the browa trout run
was estimatedat 603 fish.and although similar

ta recent years wasthe third lowest tecorded
The largest 1un of brown trout(1,246) wasin
1998 (Figure 2).

The minbow rua on the ather hand, was
lasge with an estimated 8,470 fish this year.
intcrestingly, this is theee ycars after the
previous peak recorded during 2001
suggesting the aumber of rout which
spawn are an impaortat iafluence oa the
future size of the wout population, With
such a large run it is aot surprising that the
Tongariro River provided excellent angling
for much of the wimer with an ovenall csti-
mated catch rate of 0.34 fish per hour (I
fish every 2.9 hours) equalling the highest
recorded since 1985

Size and condition of fish

ln 2004 rainbow trout averaged 530mm in
length and 1.7kg in weight, significantly
heavicr thaa the previous two years, Though
still much smaller than the peak of 2.4kg in
1998. This 1998 average is an :momaly
reflecting temporary changes in the ecology
of Lake Taupo following the 1995 and 1996
cruptions of Mouwnt Ruapehu.

Brown trout traphed during 2004 avermged
590mm and 2.5kg and were significanty
shorter and lighter than all years, bar 1999
and 2002.

Four trophy brown trout {greater than
I0Ids) were trapped during 2004. Thisisa
slight increase vver the one 101b (4.56kg)
brown teapped during 2003, No rainbow
trout ¢xceeding 101bs have been trapped
over the past three years, but it was eacour-
aging ta sce a total of 19 brown trout and 8
rainbows weighing &lbs (3.6kg) or more
wapped in 2004,

17



Figure 3:Age structire of
the Wiai pa Strecom (et
population based un fin
ctip deadat firon 2004
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Age structurc of the population
The age structure of the population can be
estimated from the amount of repeat
spawning that occucs Each year a fish passes
through the trap, a different fin is clipped.
This fin regronws but with a distinct scar By
knowing the number of times a tish has been
trapped (indicaied by fn clips) and the Lict
that taupo rainbow newt mature when they
are three years old and subscyquently spawn
every year thereafter, we cun estimate their
age

The fin clip data for 2004 indicated that
almost hal{'of all minbow trout trepped were
maiden tish (3 year olds spawning for the first
time). A signilicant puercentage (37.2%) were
retucning (0 spawnfor the second time while
11% wetre sbawning for at Ieast the chird time
(Figure 3). less than 2% survived spawning
and evaded capture o spawn for a fourth
time while less than 0.5% spawned for a 5th

time (approximately 7 year olds). Such a high
incidence of repeat spawners (half of the
run) is very unusual compared 0 previous
trapping progriummes and may indicate that
with the low daily bag limit. laiger minimum
size limit and increased practice of catch and
release. more fish survive  old age cather
than being caught and killed. kor example in
the low point in the fishery in the fate 1980s
when the angling harvesi: was excessive. the
run of previous spawners theough the two
uaps operated at the time was less than 6%
and 12% respectively However, & is also
possible that the late sbawning over recent
years also aids their suvival.

Ovcrall, 50.4% of rainbow trout tripped
during 2004 were repeat spawners which
cquates to more than 4000 :jsh. This high
lights the importance of these four-year-old
plus rainbow trout © the fishery and the
need for anglers to handle them with care f
releasing them. With almost
80% of browns ttapped being
repeat spawners, it is cven
more critical :nglers release
these fish carcfully

Conclusions

Jcis typical for a wild fishery (o
flucwuate through extrenies
but whi:n good conditions
exist, the fishery and the
fshing can be exceptional. Tt1is
was the case during 2004,
when the largest run of
tainbow trout in che Waipa
Stream recorded since 1998
coincided with the largest
osverall estimated catchrateon
theTongariro River since 19835,
teresu ngly, our young
trout monitoring programme

§




Above: THheWed pa trap
underater fellowing the
Fetwuary 2004 flood.
Phote: Rob Kirkwood.

Above right: Tl dfferalss
o the fleed
Photo Rob Kirktoeed

throughout the Tongariro River has shown
that when farge juvenile counts are low, the
run through the Waipa tiap also tends to be
low two to three years laterThe catch cate of
larger juveniles during the summer of
2002/03 was high in comparison te cecent
vears and if the relationship between juve-
nile catch rite and trap run holds, then we
would expect another decent run of
rainbow trout through the Tongariro River

products. Ask for
your free copy.

Auckland |
service@ti Ills.

Wellington

during the winterof 2005 on the back of the
2004 peak Waiparun.

The hutoue rangers use when sworking at the
Waipa trup has recently had a makeover with
new palm inside and out and solar lighting
installed. Along with new mattressesand an
arm chair, teap operators are a lot keener to
spend nights out there. We shall see if this
trend continues as the cold, wet nights of
winter are just a few months uway!

| Palmerston Nth
.nz www.tisdalls.co.nz
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS
FRESHWATER ALGAE?

Background U f 3

Didymos phenia geminata was found in the lower Waiau and Maraioa rivers in @ctober 2004. C 0 £

The natural distribution of this algae is northem Europe and northern North America. 8 7 : )V ,‘ A’
S!f 1/ ﬁ 0 (

Its presence in New Zealand may be the first in the southem hemisphere
)?f]},
ey
4”&5

)?fn,
.an
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s

It is not considered a significant human health risk butis considered an invasive species overseas, é'i"}-'_ g
. Sep
4

Description

Didymosphenia geminata is a freshwater diatom (a type of algae).

@ |tcanform massive blooms
on the bottom of streams,
nivers and lakes.

The alg#e atiaches itself to
the stieambed by stalks and
can form a thick brown layer
that smothers rocks,
submerged plan® and other
| materials. It foms flowing
B ‘'rat tails' that can tum white
attheir ends and look similar
1o tissue pepet

Although the algae appears
slimy, it feels like wet cotton
wool.

| Stop the spread

is not transported into
waterways that are not afiected. If possible fryto avoid using affected waterways
or moving between affected and non-af ected rivers

If using these waterways please ensure that all boats, fishing equipment and . S
other materials that may have come in contact with the algse have been thoroughly cleaned before entering other rivers. At the
veyy least, ensure all obvious debris is removed. The risk of spread can be further minimised by:

¢ cleaning with 10 percent bleach solution; or
¢ soaking items in 10 percent salt solution for two hours

If you require more infarmation please visit:

www.biosecurity.govt.nz/didymo

November 2004




t jar from the madness of State
jlighway 1, hes the peaceful titte
village of Hatepe. Tucked into bush

surroundings next to the mouth and lower
tlinemaiata River the village is a quict hobday
destination for many anglers who not only
enjoy the ambicnce of the village but also
take advantage of the excel
lent Gshing in the riverand on
the lake

‘I'he story of Hatepe is a gn:at
example of how much can be
achieved with vision and

Hinemalaia River,
Decause they realise
it's vatuwe and
importance to the
village and to
anglers.

pernsistence Through itshistory
and in association with the
landowncrs.  the
Rangitoto 2C Incorporaction.
(the hapu that owns much of

Opawa

the land on which Hatepe is
built) two very dedicased and
cnthusiastic  community:  groups  have
sprouted, the Hatepe Residents Association
and in morc recent times, the Hinemaiaia
Rivizr Care Commiteee The residents associa-
tion has been dedicated to ensuring the
village itsclf remains as intended by the
owners, and that the relationship beiween
1he landowners and the residents is mutuallly
agnceable to all, The Iinemaiaia River Care
Commiittee has beren formexd to be the care
tukers of the Hinemaiaia River, because they
realise the vajue and the impor.ance ol the
river to the vilage «md toanglers.

I have had the privilege of leaening about
Hatepe and bcing involved with the
jlinemaiaia River Care Committee over the
last 18 months. I recently spoke to John
Nott, Chairman of the Hatepe Residents
Association, about what motivated the
River Care Committee to sturt and what

-AN EXAMPLE OF HOW COMMUNITIES
CAN HELPTHETAUPO TROUT FISHERY

they have achieved. The commiittee repres
sents a model of what could be achieved
clsewhere within the Taupo #ishery by
community groups passionatc about the
trout fishery and environment.

John explained in depih the history of
Hatepe and how the village
came to be. This i because
there
philosophy that was

T hre Hinemarictia
River Care
Conunittee bas been
SJormed to be the
caretakers of the

is an underlying
adopted by the original
landowners for the arca and
that continucs today, that
has shaped how dic village
developed, the concern and
care for the cnvironment
that ¢xisw within the village,
wmd the passion and desire
to protect the fishery:

Hatepe means “wiped out, fmished™. Robert
(Bob) Tuhckengarangi Morchu, kaumatua of
the village teday-and descendant of the orig:-
inal owners explains how this name came to
be “This land has been accupicd for a long
time A very long time. Many hundreds of
years Andthe bones of the ancestors of the
Morchu fumily are bucied in the village soil,
the rivervalley,and the hills around....... One
day over a hundred years ago, T¢ Kooti came
with his warriors down ftom Northland,
looking for'l ¢ Rawiri Kalia, the eldest of four
brothers, a chicf who fought for Queen
Yictaria in the land wars.and who later was
commander of the Maori Batuallion Te Kooti
wanted to kill him. The pa was deserted.
‘Tuwharctoa had heardTe Kooti was coming
and alt gathered at Waihi at the southern end
of the lake. Only onc old man was lefit there,
Honu. Fl¢ nefused to tell Te Kooti where Te
Rawiri Kahia was,se he was killed.and the pa




Robert (Bob) Mereln:
fishing the menitts of the
Hinemaiaia River. e
ltinemaiaia River Care
Committee are declicated
(o looking after the lower
river ackuowledging ifs
value o anglers, the trout
Sfisbery ond e vittage
Pbhoto: Len Birch

was butnt te the giound. That is where the
name Hatepe comes from. It means wiped
out, ftnished™.

Reverend Hoeta fe Hata and his wife
Haromi inherited the leadership of the
family and settledat Hatepe before the turn
of the 20th century. The arca became a
thriving Maori community based on the
surrounding farmland. A large area by the
river was used as a stockade for beef cattle
and sheep being driven up the side of the
lake for buyers. The poplar trees that ane a
feature of Hatepe grew from the original
stockade fences. Robert Morehu, (Bob's
father) a grandson of the Reverend and his
wife had a specil affinity to Natepe and
after serving the army in the First World
W¥ar, returned with his wife Bella to the acea
to scttle in 1938. They found a wilderness
that had been neglected over time, and in
the difficult and rough conditions they
raised 13 children,

Anund the sime time the excellent toout fshing
ofthe Hinemaiaia River beea me well known and
many discerning anglers would make the diffi-
cult trip via a dusty road to fish the river and
mouth. With a small pavment to the landowners
people could also camp by the river, an enjey-
able and secluded area for hollidass.

Roben and his wife: Bella had extraordinary
vision for the acea. Robert was determined
not to sell the land, which at the time would
have been an easy option. And so over time,
the land has remaiioed in the ownership of
the ®pawa Rangitoto 2C Incorponation with

sections leased to holiday home owners,
most of whom have had their hokidays there
for many many years. Robert and Bella
insisted that the area didn't lose it’s environ
mental charm and so sections were markicd
out to take into consideration the preserta
tion of natural surcoundings and trees ‘The
Hatepe Residents Association was fermed in
1956 to assist with the necd to formalise
Jease agreements in association with the
Opawa Rangitoto 2C lncorporation. The
desit¢ and phdosophy to keep Hatepe village
unobtrusive and to care fer and protect the
ambience, surroundings and river are
refiected in the laasce agreements which have
clauses that protect trees and vegetation as
wll as restricting the proportion of the year
that houses can be let to non-#wners.

‘This strong association has existed now for
close to 50 vears and it is Hom this background
that the Hinemaiaia River Care Committee
sprung  Over the years the Hinemaiaia River
had become filled with debris and many of the
banks crode'd, raising fiears thatthe river would
break out to the lake. shifting the mouth away
fromthe village. Much debate ensued between
various paities as to how much change in the
iiver could be attributed to nanwal processes,
what was exacedsated by the openition of the
hydio scheme and what impact the removal of
willows in the early 198Us had.

Afer five yeas of work by a group of Cnthusi-
astic residents the Hinemaixia River Care
Commjttee was eventually formed: The principal
partics to the committee were the Opawa




Rangitoto 2 C Incefpioration, the Depactment of
Conscrvation,the Hatepe Residents Asseciaten,
and Environment Waikato. In later times the
committee has wedcomed a representative from
TrustPower Iimited. which owns the Dewer
seations on the river Other organisations wen:
consulted and agreexd to the formation of the
group; these incfuded the Fuwharctoa Maori
“Irust bloard, the “faupo District Council, the
Taupo Fishery Advisery Cemniitiee, Forest and
Birch, Taupo bakes and Waterways Forum and
Transit Now Zealiand,

Members of the committee were keen to see
the same philesophy that had been shown to
the village environment extended to care and
protection of the river, and a
catalyst fer action was when
‘TrustPower  sought  the
renewal of resource consents
to opetate Iheir hower schemc
on the riverA strong residents
association along with rhe
Fishety Arca team of D@C.
presented information on the
impertance of the iiver to the
village. for trout spiwning and
habitat, and its value to the
‘taupo lishery. ‘this resulted, among other
things.in a requirement forTrustPower ro facil-
itate fish passage above the HI3 dam and trials
arc underway to achieve this.

At the same time as the formation of the
Hinemaiaia River Carc¢ Cemrwit.ee the group
diafted a management plan for the river. As
well as being ihe binding document between
the parties it is the reference point for all
work envisaged forthe river.The objectives of
the plan are ® keep the mouth of the river at
its prescnt location immediately north of
Hatepe, mininise eresion to the banks of the
river, improve angling opportunity, provide
trout habitai and preserve the chaacter and

environment of the river, its banks and

The breakthrongl)
achbteved by the
management plan is
that it identifiect alt

the work inteudecl
Jor the river and
botv any proposecl
work should be
unelertaken.

ripmian margins.

Along the way. the residents association has
raised a lot of money for river protection
work. The landowners have also contributed
significant funding

The breakthrough achicved by the manage
mem plan is that it identified all the work
intended for the siver and how any proposed
work should be undertaken As part of the
plan a genesal resource consent for practicular
work hus  been  obtained throtigh
Environment Waikato, As long as futurc: work
is consistent with the plan, there is no need
for separate consents each time work is
undertken.All planned work
must take into consideration
the effiects on the civer itsclf,
the village, the tout fishery,
the surrounding habitat and
the aesthetics of the area The
commiuee regularly meets
and inspects the river to
dctermine what works are
to achieve their
objective:s ‘the ptan provides

needed

very clear guidance on the
criteria for cemoval of trees and the method to
be uscd, replanting of river bitnks includihg
species selection, ccmoval of intiver debris
and snags,and maintemimice of walking acks
and angler access. From a lishery perspective.
any work to remove logs or debris from the
river to increase angling opportunity needs to
be balanced against the value of leaving some
snags as habitat forjuvenile and adult trout, If
possible, the use of machinery in the river is
avoided. but where itis require<f to do woik,
this must be donein the sumnier when it will
have the least impact on spawning trout.
Idcaly the work should be ce-ordinated so
that it is only nccessary to have machinery
wuorking in the river every few years
The commiittee is focusedon prescrving the



mouth of the river as it is importaat to the char-
acter and acsthetics of Hatepe. A concern is that
crosion from the lake edge, combined with the
crosion of the Hinemaiaia River at a critica) bend
could see tbe mouth break through to the lake
some distance upstream of the curreat river
mouth. As a conseGuence, the committee funded
and oversaw rock armouring of part of the bank,
in the lower river to address this threat, There are
plans to crect another rock greyac acarer the
river mouth in the acext twelve months The
committee is currently overlaying acrial photog-
raphy of the Hinemaiaia River to monitor how
the channct has mioved over the years and
predict future movement.

The Resideats Association has now taken up
another eavironmental challenge. A project to
form a residents group fer weed and pest conteol
in the Hatepe arca has started andonce agitin they
arc working closcly with the owners, Enviroment
Waikato and DOC on this major project. Japanesc
honcysuckle, climbing spinslicberry, blackberry

and other weeds threaten the native plaat species.
Pests likewise are a constaat threat to the
wonderful aitive birdlific at Hatepe.

Joha Nott says it is ¢rucial that residem groups
drive these projects. “They are independent, flex-
ible and pragmatic, whereas organisations natu-
rilly tend to be bound to their
particular accas of responsibility

The great success  of  the

THREE REASONS RIO TlPPET |S #1 Hincmaiaia River Care Committee

is that the meinbers can work

togcther in one groupand achieve

AFTA, SURVES: common goals so easiy”

BEST SELLING TROUT & ALL PURPOSE TiIPPET b e

Exceptional strenglh-to-diameter ratio
Incredible knot strength of world's best material ‘The Hincmaiaia River is definitely

Unegualled suppleness advinaged by having a cating and & >

passionate community surrounding

100% FLUOROCARBON FOR it. Anglens who cnjoy the beauty
ULTRASELECTIVE TROUT . and  challenge of fishing the
Sgper supple for natuial presentation Hinemaiaia Gm st assund a ken
High knot strength 2 ; E
Easiy knots to regular tippet committee is doing what they can
Vittually invisible under water te protect and cnhance the trout
fishery not only for today's angleas.
100% FLUOROCARSON FOR but far fiture: genezations.
SALTWATER & ANADROMOUS
Righly abrasion resistant Witk thants to fobn Not,
Medium stiff . : _— Hinemaiaia  Riter  Care
Virtually invisible and impeivious to ultra-violet light v
Most sizes are IGFA Comnmittiee and Haepe Residents
Associalion. Bob and  Judy
Fly Fishing’s Creative Specialist in Fly Lines, Leaders & Tippet Materials ™ Meorebut and Len and Sweste Birch.

REO Preducts are distributed by Tight Lines Led.
wwwdlightlincsco.nz
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(OF:N PP I\[@A e Season Starts at Hamills

Purchase your Adult Season Game Bird Licence
ALL HUNTERS plus any packet of ammunition from Hamills and
go into the draw for a Beretta ES 100

@)BERETTA |

Qffer availahle o 6/5/05

HAMILLS EXCLUSIVE

- e A
iy agi :
Beretta ES 100, Escort Semi Auto 12 Gauge*
Multichake, 3” 3", Obsession, Multichoke, Camo $849

Camo, $1549 3%", Mag, Multichoke, Camo ~ $995

Syn, $1499
"E_

Brownlng Classic Stalker
3", Semi auto. 26" 28",
Multichaoke. syn, 1799

l'l'!'l"

L
XX NLIN LY

B

e}
Tica 107 Reel with Floating Line & Backing
PLUS
Kilwell Tica 8 2 piece graphite rod
orKilwell Tica 6 2 piece graphite rod
Special 5199

Limited stack

GENESIS 3 PCE ROD

64#, 74, B#. S¥

S year unconditional blank
guarantee Genesis Large
Arbour Reel

PLUS Scientific Anglers W.F
Floating line & back.

FREE ROD TUBE
ARP $534
Hamills price $399

Jailable whi WE WILL MATCH OR BETTER ANY
Oﬂer;;iﬁfﬁfs:‘ bl COMPETITORS ADVERTISED PRICE

HAMILLS

Ph: 0 .. 348 1708



HARVEST SURVEY

TO BE REPEATED NEXT SEASON

Ly Glenn Maclean

ANGLING
HARVEST IS A
TERM USED T®
DESCRIBE THE
NUMBER OF
FISH CAUGHT
AND KILLED BY
ANGLERS.

Itis impartant © doscty
montirthe hartest of
prime niatden fish from
the lake to enstne the
sustairability of the
Jishern

Pbhoto: Mark Verntnar
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s we discovered when the fishery’

declined in the late 19807, it is

possible for the harvest to be sufli-
cicntly large that the fishery is significamly
impacted. It simple terms the chances of a
trout avoiding being caught in the lake long
enough to reach mauurity are severely
reduced and the spawning run is much
diminished. As 2 consequence the daily bag
fimit was cut from 8 (0 3 trout in 1990 and
the minimim size limit increasedfrom 35cm
to 45cm in 1997 10 reduce the hacvest.
These measures have a significant impact
but nevertheless it is essential we keep close
rabs on the angling hacvest. Idealty we would
estimate it cvery year but the logistics and
cost preclude this option.Instead we repeat
the season-long survey of harvest every five
years. The first survey was undestaken over
the 1990/91 season, followed by surveys in
1995/96 and 2000/0%. Once again it is time
to undertake the survey over the 2005/06
scason starting 1 July.
In 2000/01 we cstimated anglers caught
240,000 large trout ke ping 160,000 of them.
In catching these f£sh they spem 750,000
hours fishingThis effort has increased signift-
cantly overthe 10 years since the first survey
despite icence sales remaining very similac
‘this refleets that anglers are  generally

spending more time [ishing than in the past.
‘To some degrec this is a concern because the
total harvesst is essenuially a product of etfort
and catch rsate. Catch rate is linked to the
numbcr of fish available so tends to be self
regulating but if the effort continues to
increase then the Hshery will come under
Cver increasing pressure

1he survey follows a well proven method-
ology. On a series of ciays throughont the
scason the number of anglers lishing on the
lake or on the rivers will be counted at inter-
wals througb the day from a light aircraft. On
the same days anglers will be interviewed
about their angling success as they return to
the boat ramp or while fishing on the rivers.
1f you ase Sshing new season and sec a small
plane buzzing overhead it is probably us
<ounting you and your fellow anglers. Similarly
if youare approached by an interviaver please
give them 3 minutes of your time 50 they am
record how you have got on. If you fish
frequently tliten some of those occasions wili
likely fall on the 68 survey days though the year
and you ity be stopped several times.Bowever
the information you peovide c¢ach time is ¢xs¢ n
tial to us ebtaining an accurate estimate of the
harvest, with all of the management implica-
tions that go with this. Your assistance in this
rge projexct will be greatly appreciased.
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Caltun: Bourke cuts prart
of the track en the
Tuwrangu-fau po River.
Fhoto: Rub Kikweod

Taur

a —

he Tauranga-Taupo River, on the

castern side of lake Taupo is the

sccond most popular river in the
Taupo fishery atracting 18% of all the river
angling enjoyed atTaupa The mouth can be
fly-fished all year atound cither by wading or
from an anchored boat, and over winter
many anglers enjoy fishing die smatl but rela
tively open stream for the lagge numbers of
spawing trout that use this river
Over recent years access up the river has
been restricted afier the local land owners
closed vehicle access adjacent to the quarry
on the true right bank. Many anglers were
initially indignant about this as they had had
access up to :ind past the vicinity of the old
Crescent Pool for many ycars. This was actu-
ally part of the problem, because some
people had come to treat what is private
land as chough it were their own. Anglers
wandered everywhere as they took short-
cuts, created new vehicle and foot tracks,
parked their vehicles on the river bed,
pushed down fences and generally showed
litle respect for the opportunity provided by
the owners. What many anglcrs overlooked
was that even foot access (o the upper siver
was with the goodwill of these owners,
because tnlike many other Taupo rivers the

1926 Act right of way docs notextend all the
way up this river

However despite all of this history and these
problems, the ownets temain very happy for
anglersand othees to have fiootaceess aong the
banks se tuat they an erjoy the chann of this
special river It is a wonderful stance they haw:
taken and anglees should be very appreciativie of
their willingness to share the river with them
Recently we developed a new access plan
for the river with the agreement of the
surcounding owners It is designed around
the premise of providing quality foot access
atong the river astar ubstream as the winter
fishing ‘imit at the Rangers Pool. Unlike the
Tongariro River where anglers can drive to
many of the pools, access on the ‘Tauranga
Taupo will be based around providing an
opportunity for anglers who want to put
their backpack on and spend the day
walking along the river The walking track
wili follow the true teft bank of the riverand
anglers can cither follow the track or fishup
the river channel linking back to the track as
they require. The track will be clearly masked
(sce photo) and will be maintained to a stan-
dar¢l that you can quickly walk along. The
Keyis to remember that the teack fellows the
rver.so as long as youareclose to the river
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The access twick 7s

mcn ked ckarlly with e se
peosts Anglers sboud d
Jollot these te cuswe they
sajy o the formed track
and c'on't deciate entto
Driveate profrerty Photo:
Rob Kinkiwood

you arc welcome to bethere.However if you
come off the track or riverbed and toke a
shortcut you will trespassing. The iishery
team will be actively checking that anglers
keep te the marked tracks and we are simply
not going to tolerate some sclfish angler
putting this access at risk for everyone clse

Along with new walking tracks the siting of
the carparks will also be changed. Rather than
continuing with the existing access road
through Tusi Reserve on the true lefi bank
which is being badly damaged cach time the
river f.oods, a new carpark is being put in the
comer of the area known as Taylor's Lease.
‘These are the paddocks to the south of the
Taurmga Taupo garage (se¢ map)An entry off
Sli | mid way along the stiight has been
agreed with Transit NZ.The new road runs
south adjacent to SH I before turning cast and
running along the edge of the pines following
an old road alignment.‘the new road will be
fenced ofi from the rest of the paddocks and
end at a large carpark adjacent te the stop
bank.An advantage of this site is that.for secu-

rity, any vehicles will bein open view.
A second smaller carpark w:ll be sited-at the

end of Tuki Street at the start of the reserve
Itis-expected that this will be used less than
the one inTaylor's Le:ase.A thind carpark may
also be created in the medium term at the
start of Hingapo Road depending on the
wishes of the various owners on this side.

Anglers should take note that Hingapo Road
on this true right bank is a private road with
no rightofaccess.As pact of this plan we will
be upgrading the fencing along Hingapo
Road te close the quarry and other informal
vehicle tracks to the river and the only way
into this arca will be with the permi:
the owners through a lIocked gate at the

ion of

quarry. Howeterthere will be a walking track
from SH 1 following this bank upstre-am.

This new access plan involves a significant
amount of work but we are hopeful of having
the majority of it comDlcted by cagly April in
time for the winter fishing scason Alrcaly the
alignmem of the new track has been cut and
the cont:zact for the firll cutting of the track is
currently being let. Similarly the creation of
the new carpark and access road in Taylor's

Lease is scheduled for later this month,

Attached to this article is a map of the river
showing the new access tracks and major
lishing ppools. ‘The map also indicates where
river crossings in the upper river are
required. These are part of the buck<ountry
style fishing experience on the Tawranga
Taubo, and anglers can expect to get wet if
they want to reach the upper pools. By the
samce token there is a lot of water available
below the first crossing at’I'he Parade if the
riveris running (@0 high to cross safely
Remember much of the access is at the good
will of the owners. Please respect this oppor-
tunity. Access is on foot only, no motoshikes,
fourwheclers, or moumain bikes are te he
used on these tacks. Stick to the river bed or
follow the tracks which are clearly marked by
posts with blue and white bands. The new
access will be slightly different to what anglers
were used to in the past and will create a
different opportunity te that provided on
other Taupo rivers, For those of you who like
te wak and get away on your own, this is a
chance to enjoy a very special river,

For further information on
access please contact: Errol
Cudby, Programme Manager

Visitor Assets, ®epartment
of Cogservation Taupo
Fishcry Area, (07) 386 8G07.
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BEST EGUIPHENT:
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» Callinstore
. Fréephbne 0800 486 834
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Free Simmons 3-9x40 ‘8 Point’ Scope. Free Leupold Bases and Rings. Free Detachable Sling Swivels.
Free Safety Cable Lock - Test Target and Guarantee of Accuracy. Free Extras Valued at $329-80

Weatherby Fibreguard

‘Fibreguard’ - Custom Stock

Bell & Carlson Hand Laminated, Raised Comb, Gel Coat Finished, Alumini

« Blued Synthetic $999-00 (with Free Simmons Plus Extra’s)

= 8lued Synthetic Package with Scope Upgraded
to Bushnell Banner $1099-00

« Blued Synthetic Package with Ultimate Upgrade
to Leupold VX1 $1299-00

« Stainless Synthetic $1199-00 (with Free Simmons & Extra’s)

= Stainless Synthetic Package with Scope Upgraded
to Bushnell Banner $1350-00

Sy nlh‘- e with Ultimat

Weatherby Vanguard and Fibreguard Ca[lbre Options .
.223, .22-250, 243, 257 Wby Mag, .270, 270 W5M, .7m ‘Rem Mag,

n Pillar Bedded, Aramid/Graphite Unidire

and Fibreglass, with Pachmayr Decelerator Recoil Pad. Tan with black ‘spider-web’ accents on Blued Rifles. Charcoal with white

‘spider-we

« Stainless Fibreguard - Rifle Only $1399-00

Stainless Fibreguard - Scoped Package with Bushnell
Banner $1599-00

« Stainless Fibreguard - Scoped Package with
Leupold VX1 $1899-00

» Blued Fibreguard - Rifle only $1199-00

%« Blued Fibreguard - Scoped Package with 8ushnell
8anner $1399-00
¢ « Blued Fibreguard - Sc

thLeupold VX1
$1699-00

Subscribe Free to our new e-newsletter!

Fmail “Add me to the mailing liet”

- pnewe@buntinoandfiching eo n7?



We've packaged our warmest, driest, most technical
garments into the ultimate cold beating combo.

Hunting & Fishing Micro Beanie

You get..

The cosy heavy duty 385 gsm fleece Hunting
& Fishing Bush Shist which 2ips right up to
your chin with she collar up bo maximise
heatrewation Of couse our version of the
Kiwi classic has a long tail tokeepthat part
of youwarm and two big pockets Bit vshat
1eatly stands the Hunting & Fishing Bush Shiit
abave the others istheinnovation of 2ipott
sleevest Sometimes when you are swinging
the shotgun or when the day waims up after-a
Frosty Morning, a vest is whatyouneed- and

Butitwouldn'tbe a classic Hunting &Fishing fily e dofitpaget

New Zealand deal if we didn’t go fuither. We've
included the best micro fleece'pants in our range, 2 N
the comfor tabie Moose Micro's wish seam sealed Here’s the deal:

gy se3iraingAnd zipgeted afies 385 gsm Fleece Bush Shist RRP $89-95

Now a wetbutt won't spoil the moment when {with zip-off sleeves)

you.siton a damp fog in the morning sun, sippirig

a steaming.colfee, counting the bars on the Moose Micro Fleece RRP $99-95
Tooster you've justshot, - and you cerdainly won't Trousers {with seat tining)

give a toss when the retrigver delivers another

greenhead and “shakes® ali over the dingy or Micro Eleece Beanie RRP $1395
maimaiseat]

The FrostyMoming syster iscappedoftwith Total ARP RRP $209-85
our signature micro fleece Beanie.to solve the You pay oniy $99-95
probfem of heat loss through the head.

Back c l.ll'l'l‘.l‘y We've solved the o= e =
pmblam of w]m:h II. |
t to purch ; e

Here's the deal:

Moose 225 gsmMicro  RRP  $99-95
Fieece Trousers with
seam sealed seatliding

Regular 225 gsm RRP $79-95
Micro Fieece Trousers

Micro Fieece Beanie  RRP $18-95
Total RRP $199-85

Subscribe Free to our new e-newsletter!
Email “RAedel mo tn thoe mailinn lict” Ehunti fdfichinn 0 N7




&) Dave fart

Dave Is owr Taufo buased
rangein As well as being
an entbusvastic aragler;
Me bas also werked in
e tackle fedinstry:

Insprect Joer fly lives for
damage or cracking

Cracks a e semeiines
difficult to see on darkes
lines, but can be detecteci
by running our fingers
along «t tatut lne.

Photo: Dare llare
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ISHING

IN THIS ARTICLE, DAVE GIVES PRACTICALTIPS ON
CHECKING YOUR FISHING TACKLE BEFORE THE
BUSY WINTER SEASON ONTHE RIVERS.

¢ amount of cffort put into fishing
&ar maintenance vares greatly from
@1c angler to another For some.a reg-
ular and paticm ritw:) of cleaning and scrvie
ing is all partof the pleasure of owning and
using quality tackle.while for others it's a task
only to be done when semething has broken
‘Fhis article is intended w0 provide anglers
with some uscfitl pointers on how o prolong
the lifc ofyour gear and inceease your angling
cnjoymer it by ensuring that it functions as it
should. As wcapproach the winter «-asun on
Taupo fivers we will took specifically at fiy
lishing geae with o view © pre md postsca-
$0n prepaiation and maintenance.

STORAGE

Before placing summer [ty rods and reels
into longierm siorage ke a few busic steps
10 prevent corrosion, ret and blank thunage

from occurring. Rods don't nced much

cleaning but if cod: grips am: stimy from
a:ccumulated grime they can be safcly
scrubbed clean with it n¥on scouring pad
and toothpaste  Befoie placing them into
cloth bags or rod tbes enswe that the rods
aie fully dry Avoid stoning rods with scctions
still joined us the ferrules may- bind over time
and become difficuit (v scpacate later with-
ot damage. An ideal method of storige is to
hang the rod bag vertically fi:om a hook, but
if sioring them in tibes ensure the end of the
wibx 1s lefit off to allow air to circulate. Ifstor-
ing ruds horizontally on a rack ensun: they
aic stpporied along the full length ol the

blank to prevent a gging which may over

timce cieate a permunent bend or‘set' in the
rxd. dMostimportantly never stoie any type
of roxl leaning against a wall as it wiil visibly
curve under its own wcight and certiinly’
risk developiag it sct or twist in the blnk

When cleaning and drving reels prior to
starage strip off the fly Jine and allow the
backing sufficient time to thoioughly dry or
rot may occur during storage The airing
cupboard is a grcar pliee for drying recls but
# uscd for longterm s.tonge can cause lubri-
canlis to dry out or solidify; not 10 mention a
bit of srife tor the owncerif recd oil appeass
on the family clothes! With disc diag recls
lousen 1he drag completely off ©© prevent
any permanent compiession that can affcct
the drag pediornance.

Once the reel and hacking are fully dry the fly
inc can be wound loascly back on the spool
or as an alternatc measure to prevent line

A=



When tbricatiseg your
reel. only tightty pease
e nmam spindfle Keep)
the drag compenents
laid outin sequence of
remeval (o ma ke re-

assembly easiei
Photo: Daw: Heart

‘memory” occurcing - paticularly with stiffier
monofilameni<ored lines - detach the line
from the backing entirely and hang it in luge
loops overa peg in the wall. Ifseparating lines
in this manner cnsure that you attach a label
for later identification, including which ¢nd is
o be reattachedto the backing.

PRESEAS@ON CHECKS

When checking rods pre-season look for-any
visible signs of damage or decay. In particular
cheek ferrule joints for any cracks in the

female ends,and laok closely at the guide fect
for signs of cracking in thie epoxy over the
bindings that can result in water entering to
corrode the guide foot. The guides them-
sclves should be checked forany rough shets
that may damage the line such as nicks, st
spbets or cracked inserts in ceramic guides. A
useful way of checking gaidess is to minsome
line matenal through them as it will snag and
kwave a tuft on any impaficctions -~ cotton
buds or a strip of nylon pantyhose work well
for this. At the same time, check that the cork
grip and reel seat have not loosened on the
blank, and apply a Jight coating of paraffin
wax on the thresad of the reel seat to keep it
turning smeeihly without binding.

¥ly acels should be checked for any loose
screws or fastenings, including betwecen the
ceel foot and the frame as this can loosen
slightly with us¢ and cause an annoying
vibration during casting. Recls puled fam
storage arc likely to be in need of fresh lubri
cation but don’t go overboard as tao much
isn’t a gaod thing, Only the main spindle
upon which the spools sits should be regu.
larly lubricated using a specialised reel lube.
Keep the amount to a minimum to prevent
any excess lubricant from fouling the disc
drag components or coming into contact
with and risking damage te [y linc coatings

Incecpocated

Here at Feather Merchants we don’t believe in compromise...

But we do believe in value for your doliars... that’s why we
only supply quality products at realistic prices...

Available nationwide from every good tackle dealer...

1, WATEAWORKS
Lams om

ng(’e Fork Outittes”

Affordable H@L Cofrrmance 'chg Rods

Distributed in New Zcaland by: Feather Mecchanis (NZ) Lid.
WWW UMV, CUNE.
Bealer Enquities welcomed
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An example of good r1ed
sterage Verticel red
racks protect the:n faom
contact and developing
 bend over tine Fly-
10ds can be bung by
their cloth bags or left in
arod tube with the end
open to prevent trappring
moisture (nside
Photo:Dave Hant

""Sharp Deals on Kilwell, CD and G Loomis fiyrods. -

Over-lubrication will also attract dust and
dir., which in faupo is a major problem due
to the cver-present pumice dust that can
turn grease or oil into a gritty paste that will
Weir on moving parts.

Anglers often bemoan the expense and lim
ited liftspan of fly lines but invariably when
asked have seldom if ever bothered to clean
them. Lines will suffer damage from heavy

us¢, rough casting and contact with hard

Custom tied tungsten bombs.

L& Custom tied Globugs.

Check with Tim or Allan at:

Grei%]’s of Turangi
st to the great lake.

Ph: 07-386 6911 Fax: 07-385_6561' L
Email: barrygreig

Fi shmg speciali

59 Town Centre, Turangi

asotoryy wad Fesfont

For the latest info
WWW.gr mg_spor-ts

radise.netnz -

mﬁns |

surfaces, as well as UV light and heat expo-
sure. When checking out last scason's line
have a good look for signs of ciacking, par
ticularly in the forward section of the line A
cacked line will significantly hinder your
casting, as well as allow cntry of moisture
that will affect floatation and cause weaken-
ing of the corc. How do the connections
between backing and fly line, and fy line
and leader look?  Better to renew those
now than worry about it wwhen you hook
the next big one.

Run the Ay line offthe reelso that it can be
cleaned and the backing can be checked.

Moisture napped in backing can cause
mildew and ror to set in and will appear as
dir.y or discoloured patches on the line: If it
looks in doubt, replace it, otherwise not only
will you lose a fish through having your back-
ing snap but you will be up for a whole new
fly linc as well.

Floating fly lines need to be clean to per
form properly. Soak the line in warm soapy
walter to soften dirt and grit before pulling
it through a clean soft cloth to diy: Use nat-
ural soap fer this job as detergents can have
adetrimental effect on line coatings.

Similarly semc old types of line dressing prod-
ucts containing mucilin cun remove
plasticizzers in modem fly ine coat
ings 1tS important to gealse that
most products markcted as line
cleaners aic line ‘unssings’ which
incrcase floatation by adding to or
creating a water repcllete banier,
but don'tactually clean the line thoe
oughdy first.

Many filoating fly lines arc now
constructed with silicon drussing
material incorporated into a
porous couting so that they ‘self
lubricute’ during thelife of the line
and simply nced to be cleaned
regularly to prevent the hydropho-
bic coating from bcing compeo-
mised by a film of dir.. Afver
cleaning and drying the linc it's
casting and floating perfiormance
can be furcher enhianced by apply-
ing a suitable line dressing  (f
doing so be sure togo lightly with
the dressing and wipe off any
excess or you will simply provide

i



a sticky coating for fur:her dust to adhere to.
Remember that sinking fly lincs don't nced
this treatment,

)astly with fly line preparation attend to any
memory that has devcloped in the line.
which will be lacgely dependent on how it
was stored.  Mcmory in the fly line will
reduce casting distance, accuracy and affect
floatation, but unless the line is severely
affected can be removed simply by stretch-
ing it. An cffiective way to do this is to strip
off the line and loop it around a curved
object such asa smooth pole.and then apply
tension to both ends of the Ioop simultane-
ously. The key te success is to celease the
tension slowly and don't let it snap back.
Continue this process until you have wolked
through cthe length of line that nceds
straightening and then wind back onto the
reel under gentle tension,

SMALL BETAILS

‘I'he final stages of pre-scason preparition are

atending to the small dewils. . Give last sea-
son's leader material the‘wag'tes! to check for
strength as monofament can rapidly deterio-
rate from UV cxposure. Remember te dis-
pose ofany unwanted monofilament careful-
ly. Another area of your tackle worth casting
a critical eye overis your fly collection. Most
anglers will be loath to throw away perfectly
scrviceable looking flies but take a closer
look te check for rust pariicularly at the bend
of the hook where it disappears into the bedy
of the fly. This is the classic placce for rust to
sit unnoticed until the hook snaps on that
next big Gish. Check out your favourite pat
terns and if they ook tired.it's time to buy or
tie some more.

And lastly while you're in your favousite
tackle store stogking up on new gear for
the winter season,don’t forget to invest in
a wading bell fer safety. We certainly
want anglers to have a memorable fishing
experience on Taupo rivers for all the
right reasons!

www.laketaupoproperties.co.nz

~ Southern
Lake Taupo

* holiday
accommodation
to rent

* property to buy

(07) 386 0030

Tongariro Realty

Locally owned and operated.
Southern Lake Taupo’s longest serving Real Estate Company.
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By Dr Michel Dedual and Glenn Maclean

Michel ts eur Fishery Area Scteantist
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s part of Resource Management Act
consents issued in 2003 to operate

the  Hinemaiaia  Power  Scheme,

TrustPower Limited are required to facilitate
passage fer spawning trout upstream past HB
dam. This was so trout could oncc again
access the Pahikohuru and Kakapo Streams
which were key spawning tributaries prior to
the construction of the dam. There arc a nume
ber of ways this could potentially beachicved
tanging from trapping the trout and physical-
lv lif:ing them above the dam to fish passes
and ladders and the use of lifis on the dam
wall. In order to asscss the feasibility and
practicalitics of the trap and wansfer option
the consents aflow TrustPower to trfal this
approach first

Linked te this there is no point increasing
the spawningsuccess upsiream of the damif
the juvcnile trout produced cannot success-
fully pass back downstream past the dam.
1dcally they will be abte to pass alive
through the turbine as part of the normal
operation of the power scheme but if this is
not the case then the consents require
TrustlPower to provide an alterenative route
past the dam.The first step is obviously to
assess the mortality of juveniles passing
through the turbine

1n discussion with Trustowcr we agreed to
undertake a trial to lift spawning riinbow
trout above HB dam using a trap and transfer
approach. We¢ waould also investigate the
mortality of juvenile trout passing down-
stseam through the N8 powerhouse turbinc.
Roth of these trials wercundcertaken on con
tract over 2004 and the results reported to
Environment Waikato, the consent authority.

This atticke details the two trials and presents
what ar¢ very promising results fer the
Hinemaiaia fishcry.



Upstream fish trap tn the
Hinematata River
bypass fune 2084,

Pboto: Norrie Ewing

Table 1: Numbero frain
bow trout uapped 'n
each preriod during 2004
and the average nionber
trapped fier degy

UPSTREAM PASSAGE OF

SPAWNING TROUT

A temporary trap was installed in the bypass

channel near its confluence with the tailrace
of HB power station on the 8th Junc 2004

Trout migriting upstrcam cnceunacre~d the bar-
ricrand worked their wway along it seeling a way
past.’The ‘v’ entsance naturally led them into the
trap from which they were unable to escape.
Whilc in operation the trap was mannixl con-
tinwously o ensure the trap and bairiers were
kept clean of debris which would otherwise
cause the trap (o scour o ntin high flows Having
someoie present also ensured security and dis-
couaged peachers.ihe trap openator lived ina
Caravan adjacent to the HB power house.

“The normal procedurewas to process any fish
present first thing in the mowing or whenewer
any fish entered during the day. The fish were
weighed and measured. their sex and maturits

In the ypstream trial, fish were transferred
in a tank mounted on a 4870 ute,

Month Rainbow female Rainbow male Total rainbow ‘Trout/ day
_Jum:_ 6 18 24 2:2
July 18 29 &7 36
August 47 64 111 10
September 24 30 54 4.5
Total 95 141 236 5.0
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recorded and half a fin clipped to recognise that the
fish has passed through tae vap. If the fish were of
reasonable condition and size they were placed ih a
tankmountedon a truck and tansperted to LIB lake
where they were released approximatcely 100 metres
upstrcam of the intake structure.

Teout which had already spawned or were too small
were rekased ioto the bypass channel immediatety
above the trap.

The rap was opeiated for 4 periods between June
and Scptember of up to 13 days at a time The con.
uellcddischarge in the bypass channel made the trap>-
ping opertion relatively stsnighforward but it was
necessary (o remove the trap and barriers when the
dam was spilling significantly However it was pussible
te opuiate on 3 icduced scale through small spill
cvetits by using the trp and a couple of screens only:

Over the 47 days of trapping a total of 236 sainbow
trout were captured Clable 1).0f these 223 fish were
wransfeered and releiased into B3 lake and 13 fish
were unsuitable and retunied to the bypass channel.

Invariably the most successful days occurred when
there was additional flow in the bypass channctas a
consequence of the dam spilling. Usually this was
due 1o heavy raut but the run on the night of 13th
July wus stimulated by an artificial surge when the
station tripped out.

‘The average length and weight of the riinbow trout
trapped was 503mm and L33kg ‘These averages
tend to refute the comimon perception  that
Hincmaiaia trout arc on avesage larger than spawn-
ing trout in other streams.

Of the 236 trout rapped 93 were classified as maid
ens (spawning for the first time), 108 trout as peevi-
ous sbawners (spawning for at least the sccond time)
and 35 trout were of unknown matutity. T he smallest
fish captured was ouly 310 mm long and 400 grams
and the largest 395 mm long and 2.65 kilograms

Over the course of the trial 17 trout were also fied
with rmdio tags which were surgically implanted
before the trout were relecased The locations of these
fish were determined every faw days by trucking
them from a small boat or fron the escarpment sur
rounding HI3 lake Nceither approach gave complete
coverage of the uppereeaches of the Pahikohunt and
Kakapo Streams duc to the deeply incised and tonu-
ous nature of the tersain and as a consequence on
any given visit some fish could not be located. Over
the 21 surveys a total of 89 tagged trout locations
were recorded and are presented in figuee 2.

“The most intensively used arca was the gorgy section
between B lake and 1 C bower stationalthough pee




haps surprisingly no fish was detected in the
vicinity of HC tailmace. The second most pop-
ular area was the section of water between
the island in HB lake and the start of the gorge
underneath the swing bridge where there is
an obvious current. The locations recorded
just upstrceam of B Dam largely represent
trout just starting 0 move upstrcam and/or
moving back downstream after they had
spawncd.

No radio-tagged trout were detected in the
Pahikohuru or Kakapo streams. Howeser in
Scptember and carly October we also
walked the lower Pahikohuru Strcam on 5
occasions and recorded any trout present,
seeing up to 7 fin clipped trout (fish from
below the dam) on one visit.

Figure 2: Location of
radiotagied winbow
rowt upstrecm of HE
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Figure 3: The ex perimen-
tal setup for juvenile rain-
bowr rowt passage
throtigh the ttbine at the
1153 Byddre scheme on e
Hinemaidia River
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Qverthe oeurse of the trapping programme 46
of theadult tiout put upstream of the dam waere
subscquently recovend dead on the trish rick
at the HB powerhouse intike The majority of
these fish (29) had spawned before dying.

Was the upstream trial successful?

e trial successfully achieved the target of“an
average of at ldast Ave @inbew trout are tans
ferred for a minimum of 40 days during the
months of July lo @ctober inclusive® as
required by condition 9.1 () of the Hinemaiasa
HEPS Genenal Conditions. Trapping was most
successful when flows were increased in the
bypass chunncl following heavy rin

‘I'he resules of the radio tracking and stream
surveys indicate that the lish readily moved
upstream once released but that few
accessed the Pahikohuru or Kakape streams.
Many of the fish fwoured the upper lake
where there is a more defined flow and rhis
is pcobably where most of them spawnced.

‘Ihat fish spawn in thisarca may reflect that
spawning conditions were suitable and/ or
the difficulty of finding the c¢ntrance to the
small spawning strcams. Most of the fish
releassed in HB fake were likely to have them-
sclves been spawned downstream in the
bypass channel and so be totally unfamiliar
with the lake and the tributary streams In
this situation the fish witl follow the
strongest cue i.e odourand cucrent in search
of suitable spawning areas.

This is likely to also explain those fish which
were still unspent when they were caught on
the trash rack. In the radio tracking project
we undertook in 2003 on the Tongariro River,
numerous trout were observed to swim
upstream past particulir tributacies only to
recurn and enter the tributary and spawn
some weeks later. It is possible that these fish
missed their natal tributary but on seaiising

they were in unfamiliar waters returned
downstream until they located it again. In this
casethe unspent dish on the trsh iacks were
probably lish spawned in the bypass channel
which wercattempting to return back cdown
strezam after having spent some time in the
unfamiliar environment of HIR lake

‘The occurience of spent fish on the screens
was expected as’laupo treut attermpt to return
to LikeTaupo once they have spawned. While
it is disappointing to scc &ead fish on the
screens the majoriry of these fish would have
died anyway as only a minority of Taupo trout
survive spawning to breed a second time
However other fish will have reached the lake
passing over the dam ducing spill events, It is
also hoped that some spent fish wiil remitn in
HBlakeand provide a summer angling oppor
tunity as they recover cendition.

Given the uncemainry as to how successful
spawning in the main lake may be and also
the incidence of unspawned fish on the
trash rack, it is preferble that any fish lifted
above the dam were fish that were spawned
themsclves in 1B lake and so likelyr to return
te viable spawning locations.

This can be achicved by adopting two strate-

gics Fystly if the trap is simatet close to the
dan wall then the gjority of fish trapped will
be fish which arc trying to return upsteeam past
HB dam rather than jish spawned in the by piss
channcl. Secondly i production was enhancext
fiom the Puhikoburu and Kakapo Stzcams then
this would speed up the development of 2 sig-
nificantspewning rua homing to these s.reams,
This coudd be achicved relatively simply by
stripping and festiliving ¢ggs ftom seme of the
fish vapped. hatching these in the ‘longarire
Nawonal Teout Ce:ntr: and then tansferring the
fizy into the hcadwatess of the sticams using a
helicopter and monsoon bucket:

[




The team place twe over
sized fiykee net down-
stream of the tarbine
outlet.
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ARD SURVIVAL O
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There arc two possibie ways that juvenite
trout growing in the HB lake could migate
dowastrecam to lake Taupo. They can cither
pass through the turbine at the power sta
tion during normal operations, or Piss over
the dam when water is spilled during a
flood. This trial was 10 asscss the survival of
fish that pass through the turbine.

Survival of fish passing through turbines can
range from O to 100% depending on the
characteristics ofthe turbine (runncr veloc
ty.number of blades, blade angle,and arca of
wates passage) Fhe size of fish will also
affect the chance of survival with larger fish
having a higher likelihood of contact with
turbine blades and injury or death.

1o csti

ate the survival of fish passing
through the lurbine, we used four groups of
209 juvenile rainbow trout with an average
length of 81 mm. These were reared in the
Ngongotaha hatchery in Rotorua,  Each
group of fish was marked with a different fin
clip. Threc groups were used to obtain
cxperimental replicates and another group
a control to measure the mortality associ-
ated si

iply with recapture in the nct and
not passage through the turbine.

Juvenile rainbow trout that move downstreany

from HI fake into the power stition mest pass
through two surge chambers (Tigure 3) and
fish may remain in the swge chambers for
days before going furthi:r downstream. ‘this
petevrial delay prevented the release of fish
direetly into the penstock entrince.

“To overcome this problem.an open pipe wits
intteduced to the penstock via the top of the
Tast surge chamber above the power station
(Figure 3).The fish were elevated to the top of
the surge chamber using a hydrawlic crane
and each group was release«d into the pipe
under normal operating conditions. T'he ven

turi efifect created by the water current at the
end of the pipe sucked the fish into the perr
stock where they were foreed to pass down-
sueamn through the trbine. “The flow was
Kept constant for five minutes following the
retease ol the fish 10 allow sufficient time for

the fish to move through the powerstation

Fish thathad passed through the turbine were
collected by a stop net sealing the tail race
approximately 8 metres downstream of the
widine outlet. The absence of any draft tube
and difticult wxeess to the mrbine outict pre-
venterd the instaltation of the net directly, to the
outictofthe turbine The nct had a rectangular
opening of 12.3m? and tapered over atength of
12 meires 10 finish in a fyke ner. ‘The net was
kept open by an external aluminium frame.

QOnce-the turbine had stopped and no current
wis present, the net was closed using a chok
crrope, and the bog lifted without removing




The fish were-elevated
vidt ¢ crane to the o) of
the swge cihramber and
released itee the pipe
Photx Tania Greaies

the mouth of the net so that any fish that may
have remained upstream of the net were con
tained and had another chance of being
caught. After cach trial we checked the con
tents of the bag and counted the numbers of
dead and live fish. This methodology was
repeated three times and all fish collected
were identified by the type of Ain clip.

Finally control fish were introduced
between the turbine and the stop nct
through the same pipe used during the
experiment so that the mortality due to han
dlingand net contactcould be estimated and
uscd to adjust the turbine mortality esti-
mates. The control fish were subjected to
the same turbulent flow conditions for a sim-

ilar period of time as the experimental fish

After the final trial, rwo divers searched the
space between the turbine and the stop net
to recover any dead fish and to assess how
many live fish might have been missed. The
live fish were mustered by the divers into
the net in an attempt to recapture them.

IF'or cach ol the experimental and centiol -
als the fsh ecaptured alive were transfened
te theTongarico National Trout Centrein
Tusangi for monitoring of any subse-
quent mortality at 24, 48 and 96 hours

afier the trial.

what was the verdict?

Some fish were not recaptured
immediately following their passage
through the turbine but were recov-
cred after subsequent trials, The
majority of fish that «scaped recap-
ture were live fish as observed by
divers at the completion of the
trial. Thesc fish evaded recapture
by remaining between the pet
and the wurhine outlel.

1t was a pleasant surprisc that 8§% of fish
that passed through the turbine were alive

when aiscapturcd. A few lish died later at the

teout centre and after 96 hours the survival
had decreased to 80%. Nevertheless thi
al rate than anticipated

sa

much higher sury

Furthermore, in reality the survival rate of fish
passing through the turbine at the HB power
station s higher than presented. No dead fish
were found during the inspection dive fol-
lowing the experiment.but many live fish that
had cluded recapture were observed swim-
ming between the net and the wrbine. e
successful recapturc of these fish would have
cnhanced the recovery rate but more impor
tanlly the number of fish recaptured alive
increased the survival rate estimation.

Once diver estimated thae were 150 fish
swimming upstream of the net. 1f these fish
were included in the analysis then in the
o.rder of 87% of fish of the size used could
survive the passage through the turbine. A
value of 50% mortality of juvenile rainbow
trout passing from HB lake into the
Hinemaiaia River was deemad to be accept-
able for the resource consent rencwal appli-
cation by Trustbower Atd. Therefore, the
results of our experiments: clearly indicate
that this condition is uncquivocally satisiicd
for the fish migrating downstream through
the trbine and that the passage through the
a safe coutc for juvenile rainbow
into the

turhince i
trout migrating from the 113 lake
River

s a great result for the fishery, because
this is the route rhat the juvenile trout nate
rally want to follow. It would have been a
much more difficult problem forTrustPower
Ltd had they had to exclude the flsh from the
penstocks and create a new more attractive
pathway around the power station,

‘I'he results of the two trials are very encour
aging and a major step to reestablishing the
runs in the Pahikohuru and Kakapo Streams
"This winter we will repeat the tap and trans
fer programme using anew site closer to the
dam. This should increase the likelthood that
the lish we lift upstream are fish which were
themsclves  spawned  above the  dam.
Coupled with sceding the spawning tribu-
tarics with ncwly hatched firy, it should only
be a couple of years before we start to sec
the results with an increase in the ovenall

size of the Hinemaiaia trout population.

&
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The popular perception is that with such a large population of

trout in Lake Taupo, the indigenous koaro fishery must have been
decimated. In this article, fishery scientist Dr Michel Dedual looks
at the status of koaro and the impact that the introduction of trout

and smelt has had on this species.

Koaro (Galaxfas brevi pinis) belong to the
family of Galaxiiclac.'T'hese are scleless fish-
¢s with an elongated cylindrical body.
Galaxiidac are conlined to the southern
hemisphere and are found in Australia, New
Zealand, South America, South Africa, New
Ciledonia and some subantarctic islands
There are many more species of Galaxiidac
in Austsalia than anywhere celse and in New
Zealand there are ten specics. Most are con-
fined to feeshwater but a fo ware dindiomous
(lish which undeitake migration from fres
water to seawater or vice versa) in their life
cycle, with a juvenile stage spent at sea The
young ol these diaclromous specics are
known by the more common term white-

bait, and avidly sought afi:er in many places
around New Zealand as a delicacy.

LnTaupo the only galaxiicl presem is Kouaro.
While koaro is usually a diadromous spccies,
in Taupo it has adapted a totally freshwater
lifi:cycle and is common in the lake :md most
tributary streams. However, because of their
secretive habits, they arc not often seex L

‘I adults probeably spawn during summer and
autumr 1 in the rivers. the larvae then migtating
dowastream 0 the lake @nce in the lake the
larviul fish ficed on 2eeplankton in the open
waters untll they icach 38 10 35 mm in length
when they move closer to the shoit At this
stage you might cecognise them as whitebait,
with a translucent body. Without the bepeitofa
magnifying glass it is very difficult to dilfezenti
ate them from smclu(Retopvma retreDinnc)

The casicst way 10 identdy the difference
between juvenile koaro andsmelt is that koare
do not have an adipose fin just in front of the
tail Another difference s that smelt are very
fragile and will dic in less than 30 sccends
when out of the water, whereas koato ace
much more resilient. Smelt also have a renden:
¢y to jump and bounce when out of the water
and they have a distinct cucumber smell.

—-



Smelt at differesu stages
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Buring winter, juvenile kearo ar¢ most abun-
dant in the shallow witer along the beaches
where they fied on midge larvae and small lan
val bullies, In spring when they we 45 - SO mm
long they migeate inte the stitams and setéle in
the swifter bouldery reaches, with adules gen.
crally remaining in these streunsAs adults the
extequal appearince of koue is veey ditferant
to smelt.and it is casy to identify each specics

Koaro dict in stnams is similar to juvenile
trout, comprised mainly. of invertebrtes
(insects): Most of the studies careied ont in
New Zealand conclude that there is a strong
overiap in diet and habitat use between
Koaro and trout, Darticulacly just aftee dusk
when most of the acuatic insccts are likely to
be on top of the rocks where fish can catch
them. However, in most cases koaro are not
seriously afficcted by trout through competi-
tion for feod and space but rather by preda-
tion. In strcams where they cohabit, both
Koaro and trout cat smaller koaro. In faupo
the feceding population of trout in streams is
largely comprised of small javenile trout less
than 13¢min length. As a conseqQuence some
of the large koaro in the streams are too big
to be caten by the rainbow trout present.

‘There is no doubt that where the density of
lazger jusecnile trout is high the populationof
koaro is low, for example in the Waimarino
Stream, However in other streams like the
Hinemaiaia, rafnbow trout have a shorier
period of spawning and the juveniles groww
quickly and move downstrcam to Like

‘faupo carly This combination of biological
fraits cesults in a less extensive use of this
stream by juvenile trout and better opportu-
nitics for koaro. This probably ¢xplains the
healthy population of koaro in this river.

Listoricul records indicate that kearo were
scasonally an important food source for
Maori: in

aupo, trapping of kowo hcgan in
September and was contimed through to
January, nainly targeting adults retuning to
the streams to spawn, while nctting in the
lake was conducted in a stason extending
fcom September to March focusing on the
javenile kearo moving closc to the shore.

‘The original cquipment ustd by Maori to
catch Koaro in streams, such as the “poura
ka”, have a mesh size allowing only fish of

substantial sizc to be caught.This would indi-

cute that lacgie koaro were migrating in the
civers in profusion. The koaro sustained a
fishery of unknown size but there is lictle
doubt that the numbers of koaro then were
much larger than today. Using some cner-
getic transfer cquations, we can estimate the
biomass of kouro may have been in the vicin-
ity of 4,500 tonnes

Being the kugest most obvious prey present
in the lake when trout were introduced, large
Koaro became the prey of choice for trout and
were intensively targeted e original pletho-
ra of large koaco ceadily explains the exeep-
tional size of the trout during the lirst decades
of the 20th ccentury, and many readers will




recall having scen black and white photos of
huge wro

ken at that time. The subsequent
deercase inoaverage size of trout wils con
coniitant with the inevitable decrease in the
population of kouro, purscularly the lage
omss living in the jake

Ultimately. the average size and condition of
trout

shed, recovered and then crashed

again as koaro became insuflicient to sustain
the trout popul

to know what the main prey of trout was in

aton. It would be interesting

the lake dwring these periods. Koura {fresh-
water cravliish) and bullics must have been
morc important than now. However, consid-
ering the peor condition of trout, they were

not sulicicntly abundant on their own to
sustain a large trout population. As a conse
guence, ihe decision was made to try and
increase the trout food supply by introduc-
ing smielt taken feom the Waikato (via the

Rotorua lakes)in the 1930's.

‘The impact of the introduction of smelk on
kouro has ncever been studied but it may
have been even more scvere than the intro-
duction of trout.Ihe basis kor this hypoihesis
arises from the diffcrent life cycles and the

usc of resources by the two species.

Koaro spend most of their aduh life in streamns
and use the Like only as juvenles, much as
whitchait use the sea Smelton the other hand
spend all their life in the lake and use the
pelagic (open water) zone extensively there
is no data on the use of this zone by koare but
during our siclt sampling koaro were virtu-
ally absent from the catch in open waters. We
know thar the production ol smelt is limited
¥y the production of their foo:l, zooplankton,
the pelagic zone of the luke. TTtis is wot 10
say that koato cannot also usc this zone but it

docs suggest that smelt may have an advan-
tage in ihe pelagic cnvironment. Inevitably
the incnsive interspecics competition for
zooplankien in 1lie offshore zone will reduce
the recruitment of adult koure.

In contrast, koao are common in the shaltow
mungins of (ke Taupo. For example during our
smeltmonitesingin January 19% we caughtan
averige of 108 koaro in cach beach seine hawl
we did along the edge of Hallet's Bay. Once
kemo we in streams they no long<r compele
with smelt, but this window of opportunity is
not suficient to compensate for the losses that
oceur carier in the lake. Similacly, preventing
tout access into the upper fruts of rivers they

Mr N CWright bolding a 17.510
Redntion: from the Tongeriro
River in 1923

large Roasro became the pre) of
choice for Introduced rout iu the
early 20ti) Century This ready
suprply of food prociuced trout of
remaRable size

cuprenitly acorss to ereate sanctuaries for koaro,
would be of litle beneft,

Furthermore,envisonmental conditions in the
lake are more stable than in Bvers. Dramatic
floods ‘or example can have adverse eftiects
on koao in rivers but they will have mini-
mum impact on smelt in the lake. In faci they
may even favoursmelt, Iligh infall will riise
the kake level which in turn will augment the
littor:tl zone of the lake where smelt spawn,
Ancedomll reports from anglers indicae that
the condition of trout and the overall fishing
is generally beteer in ycarsawhes the lakelevel
is high during spring,
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‘The conceptof strong competition between
kearo and smelt in the lake environesment is
not new. Dr Dave Rowe from NIWA pro-
posed that the introduction of smelt in Like
Rotoponamu,a small trout-free lake berween
‘Turangi and lake Rotoaifa, was responsible
for the disapptarance of koaro in that lake.
The sixe of smelt in Lake Rotopounainu is
much larger thait in Taupo probably duc to a
lack of trout. In this case, it scems that it was

more the predation of lu~val koaro by these
large smelt than compctition for food
between the two species that was responsi
ble for the disap pearance of the koara

There isno doubt that the onginal spectacular
establishment of rainbow trout in Taupo
oceursed at the expense of the koaro popula-
tion. However, the intreduction of smelt and
other human activities in the catchment such
as the clearing of ferestssud the establishment
of farins alse impacted on kearo. Te re-:stab
lish the koaro population to its former impor-
tance would tequire the removal of smelt, tain
bow :nd brown teout from Lak: Taupo.

Nevertheless, our monitoring and obsecvations
indicate that koaro are still common in Iake
Taupo. despite <xrexisting with the lugest pop
ulation of rainbow trout in New Zealand. For
example, while undertaking ajght diw:s in the
lower sections of some of the rivers,including
the Tongaire, we sometimes see alnost as
many koo as juvenile trou and often feeding
togethee Informnation about the densitics of
koo in other New Zealand lakes is very frag:
mentary but it may well be that the koaro pop
ulation inTaupo is the laegestin the country

ACOUSTIC TRACKING OF ADULT
RAINBOW TROUT IS COMPLETED

The cxperimental phase of the rescarch project on the usc of Lake
Taupo by adult trout has now been completed.

I{shery scientisi Dr Michel
Deduat with « togger
retrieved fwom the lake
bed, where it has sat for
14 montbs patbering data

Photo: Jobn Gibbs

Il sixteen auto

matic data log-

ers that were
placed on the lake bed
have been successfully
retrieved by divers.
These  loggers  have
stored the signals sent to
them f{rom 36 tagged
fish over the past. year,
and over one million
individual records have
been collected. The big
task now is to interpret
all of this data, and this
will take some time to

complete. but will provide important clues about the movement of fish in the lake, what
water temperature they prefer, and the depth they swim.We will keep you updated as the
seerets of the life of trout in the big lake arc revealed.

&
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by Pebrinia Freincls

Ihe Common bty
(Gobiomorphus
cotidianns)

Crown Copright:
Defrartment of
Conservation Te Papa
Atawhai.
Photegrapher:
Stepben Moere

case off '
DEAD BULLIES

fishery tcam a collection of large dead bullics that
had been found floating at a populac swimming
spol at Stump Bay

In carly February, a Turangi resident hasded the

Bullics found at Taupo are the common bully
(Gobiomorphus cotidianus), a native fish and the
best-known of the bully specics due o the fact that
they ace often seen oul in the open in rivee and lake
shallews. ‘I'hey grew te abeut 188mm in size with a
speckled patterned body that helps them to blend in
with gravel and stenc surroundings They cat a wide
varicty of insecls, crustaceans and snails.

The common bully spawns fremspring through summee
with thosc :n anas close 1o the sca spending their larval
stage at sea. However, landlocked populakons, such as
those at Taupo, abanden the matcine life sm g and com-

plete their fife cycle in the lake. They mature at age enc and live for up te theee years in tbe lake
Bullics tend to occupy small sandy and geavel streams, shallows of lakes and setlandsand the mae

gins of larger civers They were
ence a large cemponent of the
dict of Taupo txout, prier fo the
inreduction ef smelt, and are
still impoatant to brown trout
ceuising in the shallows.

1he bullies found in Stump Bay
had dicd after spawning wiich
352 natural occuerence, and il is
not uncommon to sce large
shoals of dead bullies anrd smiclt
at this time ef the vear Because
this occurs in shaliow walcr,at
a time of the year when low of
people are fishing and swini
mieg, they are readily neticed
and we regularly receive
reports frem cencerned nmiem:
bers of the public. ‘This tends te
be cecerbated by calm scitled
wveather as eften ocawrs at this
time of yvear With reugher
sveatlier and turbulent lake con-
ditiens the dead bodies weuld
bave quicklyr dispersedinto the
depths. andiout of sight

Adjacent to car H'way 41 & Ohuanga Rd, TURANGI.

Quiel, private, spaciotis graund-floar serviced suites full kitchens
& own patios. sursounding an all-year heated swimming pool
and hot spa Licensed restavrant & room servies medls
A superd base with plenty to do - there's trout fishing, horse fiding,
gotf, hunting rahing, tramping and mountain biking.
Fishing Guide services asranged andfor teckle,
waders, llies elc for sale & Hre
Phone or fax us for a quote.

Linda & Terry Drum
PO Bex 130, Turanyi.

E-MAIL: anglers@reap.org.nz
WEBSITE: heep:fiwwwifishnhunt.co.nzifishing/englers.paradise

A/ rOST

ACC.MMOIATIONJ

FREEPHONE
0800 S00 039

Ph 07-386 8980
Fax 07.386 7408




by Tania Greates

Tanéa ts our licence
administyator anef
resiporsible for organts
ing permits for fishing
competitions

Social fishin'g comipeté
téons provide «n opportu-
nity for atl of tre femily
10 teari about trext fish
ing 1bis yeung man was
proud of his catchy in the
Whareroa fisbing cem-
petion fanuary 20005,

Pheote: Petrina Frances

ishing competitions are not everyone’s cup of tea but where organised as a secial activ
ity within tight controls they provide yet another opportunity (o enjoy the Taupo fish-

eryThey ace a chance for families to spend time together and yeung children to leam
about fishing. and mates: to rib each otherabout whose f3h was best. Sometimes they are the
first taste of trout fishing that a person cxperiences and often they are a social occasion for
simall clubs or community groups who enjoy them as regular events

There is a perception among some anglers that competitions greatly increase the harvest or kill
of trout at Taupo and therefore they should not be allowed. Certainly it is important that they
don‘timpact unreasonably on the fishery but many anglers are unaware that there are a mwm-
ber of management restrictions on competitions to prevent this, To this end the total harvest
across all competitions is capped at 2.5% of the total fishery harvest which, inthe 2000/01 sea
son, would have equated to 3,000 fish. No competitions are permitted o n fake Otamangakau,
Similarly competitions are prohibited on the tributaries over the busy winter period to avoid
any accentuation of the crewding on Taupo rivers. With these conteols fishety managers and
the Taupe Fishery Advisory Committee are comfortable with competitions as another. slightly
different opportunity for people to enjoy fishing

The majoriry of competitions-ar¢ non<:ommercial which are deflned as comyx<titions run along
the tines of providing a social outing. These require a permit i an entry fee is charged or the
total prize value is greater than $5000. The daily entry fee is limited to less than the cost of an
adult 24 hour licence which allows the club or organisation te recoverthe costs of running
theevent but notto use the competition to make mone yAn application fee of $40 is charged
for the permit and application forms ace sent out upon request from theTaupo Fishery Office.

1hereare also a maximum of two commercial competitions allowed ¢ach yeae These comr

petitions can charge a higher entry fee but are r*quired to pay a resource rental which

is used in the management of the fishery. While these competitions may make a nct

financial gain, this rnust be returned to an appreved community project ororgan
isation.

Conunercial competitions potentially can have more enteants and so a larger
impacton the fishery As a consequence these compctitions are limited to a
total combined entry of 900 anglers.

Valuable data is collected from fish weighed infor competitions wluch helps us
1 our analysis of the state of the fishery Every fish weighed in for a competition
must have the date caught, localiny,method used,species,scx, length and weight
recorded 1 is daca allows us to monitor the harvest from competitons and
when combimxd with our other data helps provide a b:g picture of the
fishcry: These competitions alse provide us with an opportunity to
havedirect contact with a group of anglers we might otherwise

not sce very ofl:en.

Full details of the cri-
teria for compctitions,
whether commercial
or non-commercial
can be obtaincd from
Tania Greaves, Ranger
Service for the Taupo
Fishcry Arca Office,
Phone (07) 386 9243.

¥
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HELP PROTECT TAUPO WATERWAYS!

CHECK YOUR BOAT AND TRAILER FOR HITCHHIKING WEEDS
AND OTHER DEBRIS (ANCHOR, ROLLERS, AXLE, MOTOR AND
PROPELLER, COCKPIT AND BINS)

CHECK YOUR FISHING GEAR (WADERS, NETS, DOWNRIGGERS)

TOWROPES)

Fish, eggs and weed can get

CHECK YOUR RECREATIONAL GEAR (KAYAKS, JET SKIS,

REMIND AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO ALSO TAKE THESE STEPS

casily caught and even small PLAC CHECK
fragments of weed can reproduce ON BOAT é\ TRA ILER
and colonise new water bodies. Cockpit, Blne &

Put any weeds vou find in the Fishing Geae

rubbish or compost. Intentional Anchor
transfer of pest fish is illegal and ’
the legislation reflects the gravity
of this offence.

Pest weeds and fish threaten :
water quality and the habitat of i Rollers
Taupo trout and native species.

To report anyone releasing or breeding
unwanted fish, sightings of unusual fish,
or to report a suspicious weed contact:

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION,
TONGARIRO TAUPO OFFICE (07) 386 8607
ENVIRONMENT WAIKATO, FREEPHONE 0800 800 401

o Propeller

REGIOMNAL COUNCIL



by Dave H art ompliance and faw esnforcement
(CLE) is one program which forms a
large part of our role as fishety man-
agers,bnt which genaially receives ittle pub-
licity  The simple reason is that while the
information may be very intetesting to the
geaeral public,it can be even more soforthe
law-bieakers who seek te use knowledge of
enforcement methods and mactics to their
advantage. Accordingly in this aricle we
providelaupo nglers with an update on our
compliance and law enforcemceat opera-
tions, while protecting the integrity of our
methods.

in thc ‘faupe fishety most anglees comply
with regulations not out of fear of buing
caught and prosecutcd, but because they
have a kcen interest in helping to ensure the
sustainability of the resource and dcrive
enjoymeat from fishingin a sportin g manner.
However, despite the major.ty of responsible
anglers there will always remain a small per-
centage who will offend against the regula

COMPLIANCE &
NT

tions and thus the need ler enforcement
exists.

With a aeed for enforcing legislation comes
the requirement to have swff with the skills
and tiaining to do so. Bepartment of
Conservat.on staff required 1o pesfiorm these
activities as part of their position uadergo
specific training to hold a warrant of author
ity under the Conservation Act. Warraated
ollicers have a range of lawful powers avail.
able to them which indude demanding par
ticulars, stopping and searching persons,
vehicles and boats, entry onto property, and
seizure of items.

So what are the day-te-day activities of our
staff in compliance and law enforcement
wotk? The separate titles indicate that we
have two separate focuscss. In ‘compliance’
work we underake checks with anglers to
cnsure that they are complying with fishery
regulations. This is often undertaken as part
of our angler surveys and is probably the
most common encounter that you will have
with a fishery aanger Over the
summer moaths of Becember,
January and February, staffintcr
vicwed 517 anglers on lake
‘Taupo and another 163 on Iake
Otamangakau. The numbcrs
would have beea even larger
had the weather been better
and angler numbers higher dur
ing December @f these anglers,
only 16 (2%) were feund te be
unlicensed or contavening the
regubdons in some way Our
summer cffort is fecussed on
the lake fishefiies whereas in the
winter, most of the compliance

S0

cffort is dedicated e the rivers
where the bulk of the fishing is
then occurring. In addition to
these general surveys, we alse
undertake dedicated compli-
ance pateols focussing on spe-
cificiissues such as fishing out
side of designated hours, in
ciosed waters, ‘trolling within
300 metres of marked stream




One of the more visible
Jrarts of our com piicnce
work ts checking angfer
licenwes. Here Rangen;
Reb Kirkuood under
takes a check on the
Tergarao River

Pheto: Dave Hurt

mouths or following up information on
breaches that are regularly occurring.

By comparison ‘law enforcement’ relates to
the targeting of poachers of the fishery
resource where our intent is purely to appre-
hend and prosecute offenders. Regular opee
ations of this kind are carried out at all hours
of the day and night and being coverl in
natwre form the ‘invisible' pact of our effort.
Anglers who remark that they haven't seen a
rangee in some rime may well in fact have
been the subject of close observation and
sarveillance on more than one occasion,
albeit while being totally unaware. Over the
recent summer period, these operations have
resulted in a number of apprehensions foc
offences such as using spinning gearand bait
n Ly ondy waters, exceeding the daily limit
and taking undersized fish,

So what happens when we apprchend some
one for committing an offience? Occasionalty
where our rangers encounter a very ninor

e

breach of regulations the mat:er can be best
resohved with education rather than applying
enforcement, but thisis very much the excep-
tion rather than the rule. Where a cleac
beeach of cegulations has occurred our
rangers follow a set procedurein the interests
of faimess and impactiality. The offender is
required to provide their (ll personal detaits
and proof of identity, and if they refuse oc
provide false details, this then constitutes a
more serious ofkence with a fine of up to
$10.000 or up te 1 year imprisonment. A
statement of explanaton may be cecorded
from the angler and the equipment used to
commit the offence seized as evidence.
Subsequently a legal advisory committee
ceviews the offence file and decides on the
appropriate course of action. This can range
frem a letter of warning to Disttict Couct
prosecution. When an offender is convicted
by the court, any items seized as cvidence
may be ferfeited in addition to the penalty
and court costs imposed.
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* Fast action rod
for distance and
accuracy.

* The use of latest Series
high modulas  SAWAbe
carbon gives a
combination of
distance and
power.

» Superbly finished
in a rich burgundy
blank with a
carbon reel seat.

+ Designed to cope
with any situation
you can throw at
it, with tight loops
and presentation
being a feature.

Don't be fooled by
the Angel’s good

looks. Twin

Hardy Angel large arbor fly reel

Avail. 4/5 weight to 11/12 weight |arge dial drag

adjuster and superbly

Noith Island Retailers
Hunts Sports Store - North Shore
W.H. Tisdall - Auckland & Wellington
OKeefe's Fishing $pecialists - Rotorua
Taupo Rod & Tackle - Taupo
Creel Tackle - Turanei
Eides Spertworld - Wanganui

South Island Retailers
Fishermans toft - Christchurch
Complete Angler - Christchurch
Falconers Field & Stream - Timaru

F&G 867

Element - Queestown
®utdoor World - Invercargill

Rulon brake pads,

rugged construction
make this one of the

highest performance
LY } 24 reels on the

b
i market today.

Centrefire McCarthy’s Stream & Field - Dunedin

Fer our rangess out performing CIE duiigs the task can
be resvanding but is often far fom enjoyable. Apart from
unseciable hours and operating in cold and wet condi
lions, itis not unoemmon to encounterindividuals cem
mitiing serious poaching offences that are had<ore
recidivist ciiminals who cau react unpredictably and
aggressively when apprehended Such situmions can be
exacerbated by the fact that we often opernite in remote
accas with poor conupunication coverage and a long
why from ready assisince and may be furher conr
pounded by having to dea with individuals who arc
armed with poaching implemenw such as spears and
shvarpencd pitchfertss. ®@ccasionally the assistance of the
police may be 1equired and an excellent worling rela-
toanship with the local police has peved invaluable on
more than one occasion!

A recent example of this was during a night Jaw
cnforcement operation when mangers located and
apprehended two men fishing illegally in closed
waters on the upper Hinemaiaia River. @nc of the men
reacted aggressively and refused to comply with the
directions of the ranger.and the two left at high speed
in a vehicle towardsTaupo. Another fishery patrol was
alerted and with the assistance of a rpid police
response located the vehicle and both offenders B3oth
offenders were prosecuted on a number of offences
wilh a successfil result. In the course of that opera
tion, further apprehensions were made with t(wo men
fishing without licenses and using illegal tackle in the
Upper Waikato River, and another for fishing after
houss and taking cxcess fish at the Waihalha River
mouth. So we gel around.

Perhaps the mosi frnstrating situasion for our rangers is
hearing Fom an angler about suspicious acivity that
happened  se

il days or a weck previously.
Unfortunately, this often invelves sefious poaching activ-
ity such as gill netting iin the Like or wking lurge numnbers
of fish from spawming streams: Infor marion of this sor; is
very important to us but if itis reccived after the eventis
oflimited value. Conversely, information reporied as an
cvent s eccurring or at the time of discovering some-
thing suspicious cnables us to respond immcdiatcly and
often results i na successful outcome For this reason we
print the 24 hour coneect number for the fisheey duty
officer (027 290 7758) on the frent of theTaupo district
Gshing license. We also reoemmend that you enter it into
your mobile phone memoiy fer case of use. If you
ohscrve any suspicious or illegal activity, please contact
us inunediately and provide as much information as ysu
can. We need your help to protect the fishery.

IF YOU SEE SUSPICIOUS OR ILLEGAL
FISHING ACTIVITY. NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY

ON OUR 24 HOUR LINE:

027 290 7758




by Rob Kirkwood RECENTLY THREE MEMBERS OF THE FISHERY TEAM K PART IN
AN EXPLOSIVES COURSE HELD IN TURANGI.
he course was designed as an intro-
duction to safe handling and use of
explosives but also combined as a
refresher course for more experienced staff.
DOC staff from all over the North Island
attended. Explosives are used by DOC for a
range of rea including track building and
fire fighting.

Explosives can also be a very effective tool in
ery management. We have used explo-
sives regularly over the years to successfully
remove log jams in tight gorges where debris

has built up p'ﬂ:\r'enting' fish from
upstream. Fish passage' s crucial for the sus-
losives pro-

Tongariro
National Trout

The Society encoutages and promotes public interest in trout fishing, an
understanding of the Taupo fishery and trout habitat. ‘The River Walk® Visitor
Centre has been developed to provide a modern learning experience about treut fer
visiters of all ages. Threughout the year Seciety volunteers publicise and conduct
children’s fishing days at the @entre to teach childron te fish for trout and to
encourage respect for eur envirenment.

To fein the Sviiety please fill in the forn: and inciude the annual subscription of 325

. Box 73, Turangi [
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ROUT CENTRE |
ets an extreme makeover

by Petrlna Francls heTongari.ro NationalTrout Centre is slowly being made over after the £ ood in February
last ycar damaged large parts of the site You may recall the flooding pictires in the
March 2004 issue of TargetTaupo.

It is hard to believe as you wander around the centre now. that it is only just over a ycar ago
when the devastation happened. Thanks to a grant from the Lion Foundation, the Tongariro
National Treut Centre Socicty have restored the childrens fishing pond back to its former glocy
and lots of happy children will be fishing from it this winter

As well as this, fishery staff have been busy working to improve the site as time and budget
allows. New signs are being crected to replace the faded ones and lots of werk has been put
into repairing paths and roadways and the walkway by the Tongariro River. Much of this walk

One of the new signs
@ ound the centre
explainin g the dispiays
te visiters

Photo: Petrina Francl's




The trowt centre fs not
Just for young people!
Misgoup from Care &
Indeperdernce (r Tawpo,
thoroughly enjoyed thek
recent Vislt.

Photo: Petrina Francis

e chitdrens pond is
looking gre«it and once
again a popd ar place for
litle ones to feed the fish
Photo: Herwi Scheltus

way necded o be recut as the flooding of
the river 0ok several metres of carth away
along the banks.and as a consequence, parts
of the otiginal track

A new toilet block has been installed and
pians are underway to relocate a building in
the near future to the children’s pond to be
used as a classroom for the cducation pro-
grasune.

‘Thie trout cemice is a vety popular place for

visitors, and it is great to see the public once
2gain enjoying the greunds. Next time you
are passing by on State Highway @nc.pop in

for a while Pick up a map as yvou enter by

the catbark, and spend some time watching
wild trow in beautiful surroundings!




by Lisa Manssfield
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mid Junc 2084 I started the Tminee
Ranger National Certifcate in Conservadon
ourse. The cows¢ is based at Nelson
WMarilborough Institute of Techaology in
Richmond

This coursc is designed to prepare people like
myself for a job with the Deparment of
Conscrvation (D®C).and runs for a year.At the
end of the year there are cightpositioas avail-
able for people in the class to doa further two
years of tiaining in the ficld with DOC

100% NZ owned.
" The toughest
waders available,
' that is why maost
oyster/mussel |
+ fishermen' insist

on Magnum

Chest Waders
3mm, Smm and 7mm

Trouser Waders
m and Smm

Thigh Boot Waders

Jmm and Smm

e Magnum NZ Ltd
09 262 0006 i
for your n st stockist §

My dass consisted of J9 students, with ages
anging from 18 o 36.1 was really happy to
be accepted on the course.as at least 160 peo:
ple applied and the opportuaity to do this
course was ¢xciting. Successful applicants
nceded to have knowledge. experience and
an interest in conservation and the outdoors.

The year is made wp of two semcsters The
first semester finished on the 15th of
@ctober 2004, and covered tainin gin a num-
ber of skills, including firc fighting, handling
ATVs, building fences, snow skills, using glob-
al positioning system (GPS), compass, map
reading, outdoor firstaid, and working safcly
with chemicals.  The sccond  semester
involves Treaty of Waitangi studies, public
relations, public safety, natural history, build-
ing structures and aiange of other subjects.

Part of the cours¢ includes practival ficld work
for DOC for Iour months between semesters.
QOur DOC representativie Scott Nicol, placed
¢ach member of the classaround the country
from Stewart Island to Kaitwia 10 gain this
experience. Iwas lucky enough to be placed
n the'ngariro/ taupo Conservancy.as1aupo
is my homc sown. My first assignment was
with the Taupo Fishery Area team.

Working with the fishery team was a Sccat
expenience. When Tarrived, 1 knew very little
about trout and what was done to manage this
resoarce. But throughout my time with the
team,} learnt a geeat deal about the fishery and
picked up some prictical skills. Tnow have a
greater knowledge of the history of trout in
the asea, how they live and what habitat they
nejuire, and what the fishery teaw as man-
agers do to look after them. My Reld work
took mc se e Waipa trap. o leamn how to
opcrate a fish trp and how to measure, weigh
and fia clip trout. I Aso speut Quite a bit of
time at the Tongairo National ‘treut Centre
lcarning how the hatchery opcrates Regular
routine work at the centre involved deaning




f2sa Mansfield en joyed
her time werking with
thae fishery tecim.

Photo: Rurina Francis

the fish tanks, feeding the fish and talking to
the visiting public. I'also went out with other
angers onthe lake to survey anglers, checking
their licences and measuring and recording
any fish they kept. 1 was even involved in a
couple of law enforcement operations at night
which was a great experienceas I was able to
sec fiest hand how these situations were han-
dled. @utin the ficld with the rangers I par
ticipated in a number of other activitics that
provide impettant information to the fishery
team, such as minnow trapping, electric Aish-
ing. drift dives, catfish monitoring and smclt
monitoring. On one particular nice day I was
given the chance to be a pas
senger in a plane on a regular
habitat survey.to check for envi-
ronmened] damage: This was

computer,se we have an accurate database for
this magazine

For the second part of my sme with the
Tongarire/Taupo Conservancy I worked with
the “furangi ‘faupo Arca team, ‘(his team is
responsible for all DOC land in the Nurangi-
‘laupo area, including tracks, huts, visitor assets
and biediversity. During my time with them |
worked with the weeds team around ke
Deseit Road. We surveved accas on fieot te
identity weeds that could be eradicated later.
At times. the bestoption for l2igearcas was to
usc a helicopter tolocate and treat weeds @n
another oceasion, I was the hut-warden for the
Ketetahi Hut in theTongariro National Paik for
a weck ‘This taught me responsibility fer a vis-
itor asset that DOC has and reporing at
assigned times tothe hut warden ceorclinator

| alse spent a couple of days setting out pos-
sum prefeeding stations for trapping as well
as rat tracling tunnels. These enabled us to
Gnd out what numbers of pests were around
the area, se a plas. for control could be made
A couple of weeks werealso spent with the
tracks team on a maintenance project on the
Spa Huka track and redircecling a section of
thcTongarire walkway.

I ended my summer plicement on the 8th of
February 2005 to go back to Nclsen for the sc¢
ond sumesiter of my counse I feel that my time
spent with both the Fihery Arca team and the
‘TurmgifaupoAnca team las been very viduable
I have leamnt lots of new shlls, sined a lot of
knowledge and on the way had some awesome
expedences which will help meinthe future

awceseme By flying around we
were able to see a large arca in
less time se that if a problem
was idenWied, it could be dealt
with quickly. Aswell as this ‘in
the field® experience. I spent
time in the office lcarning
licence administration, entering
data and learning all the back
ground wotk that is donc to
help the team uaderstand what
is happening with the Fshewy
Part of this was helping out
with entering  full  scason
licence holder details on to the

Parklands Motorlodge

ROTEL COMAPLEX - CONFERENLE CEMTRE - EESTAUMNT AND L

The fdeal base for skiing, fishing, tramping, rafting and exploring the Tongarira
Mational Park. Best Western Parklands Moterlodge features 31 comfortable ground
floar units - 12 Studio Units sleep 1-2 persons. 19 Ore bedroom family units sleep

1-5 persons all with kitchenette, A 20 point Motorhome Park and ample parking

fior vehicles and boats, Coach groups welcome. 35mins to Whakapapa Skifield,

2 minutes to the Tongarira River. A great base Summer or Winter.
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The best and fastest wav Y to learn a sport is to
vateh angd bwitate o chmwpwn" Jean-Clawde Kill Y

Record breaking rods

"1+ FLY RODS

“ombining high modulus cabon with
itanium under the right process gives an
xtremely light and strong material
ormally used by the space and airciaft
ndustiy for their most exposed parts.
3onding titanium and caibon is a very
lif ficult process patented by an American
ooperation and only a few companies
vithin the sparting equipment industry
ave cobtained licence % use this
echnology.

he Scierra 1i+ rods are canstructed from
{6ts carbon cloth with woven-in titanium
ibres - all produced in the U.5.A - giving
in incredible stiffness and a very light,
ast responding rod with fantastic casting
>otential.

n order to obtain maximum strength and
0 make the rod as slim as passible the
lank is even x-wrapped with six titanium
vires securing that sudden impact and
ligh stress are distributed %o abigger pait
>f the blank, As pure titanium has a lower
elastic strength than carbon the titanium
wires also give an effective dampening
effect while casting and shooting the line.
Available in a 9’ #5 rod up to a 10° #8 rod

' #5 ONLY $589.99
10° #8 ONLY $665

Hywel Morgan earned his interna-
tional reputation as competition fly
caster by winning both the world
champion title, the European Cham-
pionship, more than 100 British
titles as well as holding 14 British
casting records, His sensational
singlehand world record at 80.49
metres is still

standi 112 Beside
designing and

testing Scieira

rods Hywel is
busy running

his famous fly
casting school.

HYWEL MORGAN HM2 FLY ROD

This rod series has been designed
and developed by World champion
fly caster Hywel Morgan,

Through his efforts the Scierra
HM2 has ended up as one of the
most unique fly rods in the world.

The HMZ programme comprises.of a

9" #5 rod up to a 10" #8 rod.
Being the firstiin fly rod production

to use vacuum ovens for-processing,

the blanks, Scierra has taken gljeat

a lifetime warranty.
OMNLY 5589

DEALER LIST
North Island
Hunting and Fishing, Taupo
07 378 4449
McCoy &Thomas
Hunting & Fishing, Whangare
109 438 3111

argaville Sparts
Hunting & Fishing, Dargaville
09 439 8520
Tisdalls, Auckland
09 379 0254/0255
Hunte Sports Swere, Auckland
09 410941573363
Hunting & Fiching, Westgate,
Massey North
p9833 3819
Hunting & Fishing, Aucklland
09 298 1556
Hunting and Fishing, Hamiltc
07 849 0297
- Hamills, Rotorua
07 348 3147
Soor(-rvg Life, TUrangi

step in creating a stronger, lighterand: :

Hamﬂk, H(’.ISIIfIQﬁ @
0647

=GUns & Tack‘c.

;Huntmg&

Hawkes Bay, Na:ner
|06 835 9016

unting & Fishing, Wairapa,

378 8723

f‘!shlr.v and Shooting Supplie:
_Walpu Lrau
s 06 858 6061

jl‘\sdalls Paimerston North
06 358 63775

. Hunting and Fishmg,

wewellington
q72 0-1 5

ting and hshing,

07308 7528 B
amills, Tauranza § 2
5780995 ;

tnting and Fishinq,.f:-
07 928 4303

| 5
03 442 8383
= Centre Fire McCarthey's
Field & Stream Store, Duned
L 03 477 3266
ilan White Sports

& Hunting & Fishing, Invercarg
103 218 2266

m.,, e

SVENDSI

SPORTS.

TEL « 17 £70 T4ART i ¥V E ETO:



To advertise in the Taupo
Field & Stream Directory and reach 12,000 ¢
annual fishing licence holders,
contact Peter Mclntosh on (09) 634 1800

64
253 Taupahi Road, Turangi, New Zealand
Fau: +64 7-386 8534  Email: founders@ihug.co.nz web:
wwwfounders.co.nz

M Venison — Salami's,
Meathoaf, Sausages,
Pastrami, Smoked Venison

B Smoked Salmon — hot or
cold smoked

M Smoked Chickens
B Gourmet Products — Jar's of
sauces, Mustards, jams efc.
W Home: Kill processing
available

MAF approved premises

Dont Forget Trout
Smakr?;?ﬂvaﬂahle!

SMOKEHAUS

GOURMET FOODS THE
OLD FASHIONED WAY

Alpine Smokehaus
(Formally Turangi Smokehouse) Shop 37,

Town Centre, TURANGI. Phone 07-386 0235
Fax 07-386 0335 After Hours 07-386 8454

“Gourmet foods the old fashioned way”

- Specialising in:  — i
W ® Fresh & Sabtwater Tackle & )
Y » Rod & Waders Hire

,? » Fishing ticences /
® Hunting Permits %
» Fiching Guides & Boat Charters |

* {eme stay accommodation
and 24br %ervice
&

Steve and PhfFax:
Angcla Bany 073783714
(new owncas) { Mobile:

147 Tengasite Street s 0274 458 964

Taupo

B’aaxma E \76555:2;; .foc[qz
e - WO Y

P

< § s s b Mo : o

* 30 mss bom WBeppa v ounen L

« 25 b 2 e o o) ook § Bene [\ ek

it {1leMe }n s crivace ot o

U s ontaned w3 Lot Rk wovs —

* el podk « e « g owal\zady

+ B oo s eites » Noore> R tin

+ e boats ad ki pear « Fobieg gui des aalathe

+ Wiaf 20é Lemdiny ang ¢ (e s - oo p e

LittleWaihi. Tet(07)386 8011

PO.Box |1,Tokaanu. Fax:(07)3867513

>

Tree Trunk Cafe

hook into an

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

avaitable from 9am

19 Ohuanga Read
Turangi
Ph: 07 386 6929

(Sitvated with the Tree Trunk Gallery
and Adventure Mini Golf)

Crecl Buckle Hm%%

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phene/Fax 07 386 7929

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS
@ Quality fly tying materials

@ Hire ¥ackle

@ Open 7 days

Central North Esland Agents lor:

=~

b NBBOLUTELY HMGLINIG
Tongariro River Raft Fishing

CJpper Tonwariro River December - May
Lower Tonsariro River - ALL Yiear
$495.00 for two anglers per day

Join lan Ruthven lor the BEST lly fishing
adventure of your life.

PH 0800 35 34 35
ian@wilderness.co.nz
www.nzllylish.com

Turangi

Budget priced accommodation,
big on comfart and service.
+ From $ 18 pev night
O re, twir, doublerooms and holbday
hemes avairable
« Freezer and fish smoker
« Guide: aranged.

Cal Andrew for bogld
Ph (07)386 8281 Fax (07 1386 8283

Raft Fishing Specialis;tssm

email: bellbird@reap.argnz

- [® Large shared

s of the world famous

Tongariro River,
= In nsive riverside accommodarion.

Tw Joubles from £55 per night.
rchen/Dining Koom with al EIES.
* TV Lounge with open fire and sun decks.
* Pishing guides available.

15 Taupehi Road, Turangi
New Zealand. Ph: (07) 3868 150
Fax: (07) 386 8150

Email: sportsmansiodoe @xtrea.co.iz

TONGARIRO

Tongariro River Rafting offers you superb
nymph and dry fly fishing on isclated water.

We supply sumptucus luncharidiall transport.

Dcn’rHu',t dream, ask for our eight hourlderness,
chauffeured, raft fishing experience.
We also run family white water rafting frips.

For Rafting and Raft Fishing in the Morth Island contact:
Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting
PO Box 281, Turangi.

Ph: 0800 10 10 24. Fax: 07 386 6445,

Email: raftin

e

Tauranga-Taupo Fishiﬁg
Lodge i

Lake Taupo * New Zealand
Right next to the
Tauranga-Taupo River

@ Metels . Cabins - Camping Ground
@ Fish cleaning reom & freewaer
@ Fishing guide available

Ih: (07) 386 8385 @ Fax: (87) 386 8386
Hosti: Keven, Irvae,




Situarted in the remete Mokai Vawy wiiere 1he piciuresque
Rargikei River maets the rupped Muahine Aunges Unique
trou: fishing right a4 our osorstep.

Location, localion, location. New! River Relreat,
Spa Bath, Homestead, Fisherman's Cottage, Trout
Fishing, Rafting, Yramping, Spotlight Safaris,
Camp Qut's, “Mini" Golf, Ciay Bird Shaoling.

Your Mosts: Tudi 8
$S1ephen Manack
j Pi- 06 388 0354.
o Fax 06 388 0954
Y Emmall: isroway@xicacana
WED: Www.13r5%.50.02

Al standards of
accomodation
from $25 per nighr
per person

* Self catering facilities
and BBG) areas

* Fire side Bar

* A la Carfe Restaurant

* Micro Brewery

* Spa & Sauna

* We'll even cook
your calch!

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106

Karmanawea Bustio
© LICENCED RESTAURANT
at the Kaimanawa 1.e88¢, Turangi

Delicious food
for hungry fishermen
HOS1S: Jim & Rae Magan

258 Taupabi Road
Phonc 07 38G 8709  ax 97 386 8768
Aobile 825 855 230

3
Email |.r.magan@acirix.conz 3

TURANGI

2 frnd campéng in gL
 boat r>r3 & marina

L

Facilities lacleds:
 Kikchens ard dising reoms ealering
Iw over 100 peaple

t mme Kitches, nmnq W
Shawers, Todels. Lawndry, Fith
Hum\i tacilisies, m Spapral

mdn: dryers & drying mom
=T oam » 280 aveas » Table Teanis
= Childrers Play Area » Teleghooe
* Fish cleaning are & Tish Iresze

£kar pi
Mot uiapa

ar 2n93NG
Cl T,

Fishing/Holiday Bach

Can’t afford a holiday home?
—What about a permanent site for
your caravan for fishing or holidays.

Quiet peaceful sites NTTTT T T (1T
* 2 minutes from Motel & Caravan Park
Waitahanui River. SH1 waltahanm

* 2 mins from lake front.
Phone l]? 3?8 6271

* 100 mins from Taupo.
* Fish clearing room. s RS FY ST
Emal

SMOKET.
« Rod & wader hire.
* Shop. 0 .CO.
We also have available: 8 Fully Self Contained Units,
Basic Cabins and Tempaorary Caravan and Tent Sites

273 Taupehl Rd
Turangi, New Zealand

Ph: 07 386 5441

tc-wuﬁw f/\.ac'uaz MOTEL

tc:wuo‘w f@sm MOTEL

SPECIAL FISHERMEN RATES

As promised to *Taupo.com” followers in the “Where's
Wally” articles, we have a special offer during the early
spawning runs of May, June & July at 15% off normal
room rates. To qualify you have to follow Taupe.com,
be a keen fly fisho and stay a minimum of 3 nights.
Studios - double queen size bed - usually 575/night
- REDUCED TO $63/NIGHT.

One bedrm units - dble & single bed $85-595/night
- REDUCED TO $72-580/NIGHT
Two bedrm units sleep up to six= $105-5140/night
- REDUCED TO $89-5119/NIGHT

Contact Ross on 07 386 8555

" CORMIR STATE FGHWAY 1, LiNaC RIAT & TALPARS ROAS, TuRANGH

Fly Fishing School
Tongariro River Mote| (TRM) operates a schaol for
teaching fly Fishing.Thisis a basic introduc:ory course
almed at the nevice. TRM courscs are held from May te
September during the spawning [uns on the mighty
Tengarira River. A minimumagroupis 4. Forward
beokingsat1RMase essential-

The cost of the entire course (in¢lusive of GST}His from
$490 - not much mare than usual motel room rates,
includes motel accommodation, hite of waders and
rods plus licenses. There is no better waytolearn
fly fizhing <kifls thana comprehensive feur day TRM

s school course,
Contact Pip or Ross
at TRM now - ph 07 386 8555

¥ CORNER STATE HtHwAT 1, L ROAD & TALIAR ROAD, TURANGE

FOR SALE:

Tongariro River Mole! Units
Tongasiro Rives Motel, PO. Box 2, Turangi
Comer Sate Highway 1 &Link Rd, & Taupani Road
Elieven individual fully equipped motel units
Unils managed & maintained lov owners

Priees from S100,000 (stutios) to S170,000{2 bedrm |

units) Only 300 m leve| watk to Tongarito River i
Contact Peter Bettell, Fir st Malena| Tongariro, MREINZ

Ph. (07) 336 0030, Fax (07) 386 6922.

Lia e




CLIMB IN

ghbred.
proud hlsmrv as arguab!y the best handling blue watsr boat for its the water Test drive lhe Haines Hunter SF535 and

size. Nifty performance in tha wet, easy to tow and handle on and off find out why more New Zealander’s have made "rq ‘é
£ wapnh

the trailer the Haines Hunter SF535 also fishes extremely well. The  this model the most preferred boat on the market

= combination of great looks, comfort and room make it easier to enjoy today.

the rewards of being out on the water with family or friends. The . HA INESHUN TER

handling characteristics of this boat are the envy of many, providing

THE SECRET IS IN THE RIDE b= o
Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 80 Cawley Street or PO. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland Mew Zealand. Phone 09 579 9661, Fax 09 525 0173.

BALT 20636 FOG



Visit www.yamaha-maotor.co.nz or call 0800 Yamaha

THE REVOLUTION CONTINUES

Once agaih Yamal 5 th r B St ‘the most perfectly balanced
boating experience available. Innovative and ogically superior, Yamaha 150, a purpose built four stroke
outboard offers clean running, superb performance, economy, and amazingly low noise levels...with no weight penalty
over 2 stroke outboards. Join the four stroke revolution, choose from NZ's most comprehensive four stroke model

range at your Yamaha dealer...today.
®YAMAHA

EnrivyYMAGHR

4 STROKE
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