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TO STOCK OR NOT?

One of the most common misunderstandings held by the general public is that Lake Taupo is stocked
with hatchery reared fish each year. People are often surprised to discover that this is incorrect and
Taupo trout stocks are wild and self-sustaining. In this article Glenn sets out to provide a background
as to why this is the case, and how this reflects another special value of the Taupo fishery.

e Glena Maclean
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Manager 1echnical
Support and respensible
Sforocersight of tbe
monitoring and
research work done 111
the teaiio fisheri

enever anglers find fishing diffi-

cult, the question of why we

don’t stock the Taupo fishery

arises. It is not an casy question 10 answer
fullywith just a brief chat on the r.ver bank,
50 in this article we provide the background

to this decision.

Worldwide the value of stocking continues
to be the subject of intense debate amongst
freshwater fishery managers and scicntists
Stocking still has a Iot of support, in part
because many fishery mitigation packages in
the United States have resulted in huge sums

of money to address the impacts of hydro -

dams and the like on salmonid Esherics:
However in many cascs there dre few prac-
tical remedles and large scale
rcleases are often viewed as
the obvious
Nevertheless many manage
ment agencies have come to

solution.

the conclusion that supple
mental stocking of robust
wild fisheries usually achieves
very little, and indeed often
has negative impacts on the
wild population. Thus they
have discontinucd the prac-
tice. All sorts of cr.ticisms have been saised,
some of which may be applicable to the
Taupo fishery and others which are clearly
not, What is evident from the huge amount
of research and literature on the subject is
that cach sitvation is diffcrent and as a
conscquence the results can range from very
beneficial 1o disastrous.

TheTaupo fishery has always been managed
as a wild fishery other than in the very carly
days of its establishment around the turn of
the 20th Century. There is still 4 conunon
perception that the fishery is sustainced by
hatchery celeases but in reality there have

World-wide the
value of stocking
continies to be the
subject of intense

debate amongst early
Sreshwater fisbery
managers and A
scientists

been no such releases for close 10 100 years.
No doubt part of this perception is fostered
by the profile of the hatchery (now
‘Tongariro National Trout Centre) at Turangi
and the obvious assumption as to what its
role must be. There were several one off
releases for experimental or sciencific
purposes including a large scale release in
the early 1960s,  There was also a long-
standing practicc of releasing trout iry in
some of the tributaries where eggs were
taken for the hatchery, but this would have
had little impact on subsequent stocks.

There are probably few Iowland and mid-alti
tude places in New Zealand which have not
been stocked with trout at some time. A
manager with a great deal of
knowledge of the history of
New Zealand’s freshwater
fsheries once  mentioned
that we could be confideat,
given the zeal with which
sclimatisation socicties
approached their task, that

would have been
stocked into  virtually all
significant lakes and rivers,
and quite a few farm pendsis
well, sevesal titnes over. As a consequence, if
trout don't exis t somewhere now, there must
be a very good reason for this. Central to this
determination to establish trout wherever
possible was the operation of the Turangi
hatchery. Rather than being used to stock the
‘Taupo fshery the primary role was for the
goverament to support acclimatisation soci-
cties by providing eggs (ova) and lish for
release @l round New Zealand and overscis.

Intuitively people suggest stecking because
they want more fish - it scems an casy solu
tion [n neality itis much less straighdorwaud A
good way of thinking of it is to imagine the



Life in the batchery is
qieite different 1o ceping
in thewtid

Photo: Petrina Francts

Taupo fishery as a big farm There are
certainly some occasions on a fitrm when
buying in mor: stock is a.simplc selution to
ncrease p roductivity. There are many other
circumstances when tilis is the last thing a
farmer would waat to entertain 1f the farm
is already at carrying capacity thea the
farmer is simp ly sp ending additional moncy
for no return, In fict it may well be less
return if the existing animals do poorsly as a
consequence of the increased competition

Putentially the Taupo lishery can have too
many fish and this has actua’ly happened in
its history. in the 1940s and 1950s the high
incidence of poorly conditioned fish was
the cawlyst for a major study by Derisley

Hobbs, a scientist with the
Department. He coneluded “a series of
happenings which teaded to fimit =xploita-
tion outweighed the results of expanding

angling pressurc™ or put another way,
despite the increasing number of anglers,
there were too many fish for the available
food resources As a consequence, meastres
10 increase the harvest were introduced
including removal of the daily bag limit,
op ening the rivers to t1y-lishing over winter
aud allowing the usc of lead and wirclines
on the lake. We can take from this that while
excessive harvest may limit angling opp or-
tunity, a signidicant angling harvest is never-

theless critical to easure that tbe size of the
‘Faupo trout population does not exceed the



capacity of the food resources, primarily
smelt,ccquiced (0 support it.

The question is “is there any benefit 10
increasing the number of trout in lakeTaupo
by stocking?There are lots of lessons to be
lcarnt from cxperiences clsewhere which
we will discuss later, but Sirst it is uscful to
look at how we might go about it.

On average a female Taupo trout lays approx-
imately 3,000 eggs From our radio tracking
projecs, te index the run through the Waipa
trap to the Tongariro spawning
run we cstimate the Tongariro
run last winter was approxi-
mately 80,000 trout. Therefore
in the Tongariro system alone
there were something like 120
million eggs laid in the giavels
Even if only 10 percentsunyive
© hatch, that is still 12 million
fr‘y. Clearly thereis not much point releasing
a few thousand more fry into'the civer Itis
worth noting that thisis quite a diffecent
situation to that of some:of theRotorna lakes
for example, which lack ;y;:_;bﬁ:. spawning
arcas. This in turn limits the wild population
" ceven though the rest of the conditions may
be ideal. . "

there an

These juvenile trout spend the next 18
months growing in the river and no doubt
most don’t make it, for the most part
because theee are more young fish than the
itat or food can suppor.. However from
ely severl

our acoustic survey results it
million juveniles enter Lake Taupo cach year
This is the last major bottlencck they must
overcome. It appears that most juveni
can’t make the transition from
feedingin the river to preying
on smelt. Thosc that do
survive extremcely well, We
don’t understand all the
factors that inffuence theic
likclihood of making this trun-
sition, though it is clear that
the larger the dish arc on entry to the lake the
greater cheir chances of survival. The impor-
tance of understanding this is that if we are
to stock then the best strawegy is to add large
fingerlings dircctly into-the lake. At any point
before this, we arc simply adding a few extia
fish on top of the nawural population which
is already likely 10 be at the limits set by the

1le question is “is

increasing the

nenher of troud in
Lake Tanpo by
stocking?®

nat accustonied to
being predators
and catcbing and
eating sneell

river cnviconment. Even afier seemingly cata-
strophic cvents such as large floods, our
monitoring results indicate that many juve-
niles will have survived, their biggest chal-
lenge to find sufficient food in the ‘clean’
r.ver over the forthcoming months.

Not rcleasing juveniles into the river
avoids the debate of whether such releases
are in facu detrimental to the wild fsh
rearing in the rivers. A simplistic way to
think of this is thau life in the hawchery
sclects for lish thaw are comfortable with
their brothers and sisters
living and
almost on top of them. Wild
lish are much less teleran,

swimming
s benefit to

they cach seek their own
space which they defendin
order 10 ensurc their share
of the available resources.
The argument is that when
faced with competition from hawchery
fish, the wild fish are pushed out of the
rivers but are too small to survive in the
lake. On the other hand, the hawchery fish
which remain in the rivers are noc as well
adapted 1o living in the wild environment
md do poorly themselves - the risk being
that we end up with Iess juvenile trout
surviving in the lake, not more. A good
example ace the fish that we redre in the
children’s fishing pond au the Tongariro
NationalTrout Centre. 1t is quite revealing
to throw insccts and spiders into the pool
and just watch the fish mill around unin-
terested, compared to the feeding frenzy
tharoccurs when you tossin food pellets.

1If we were to release fish directly into the
lake then they need to be
150mm or longer to increase
their chances of successtully
switching to feed on smelt.
The first practicalissuc is rhat
to producc a lish of this size
costs in the order of $3.00
(this docs notinclude capital
or depreciation costs). In 2000/01 we csti-
mate that the annual cawch of legal sized
wrout was 240,689 fish. The debate is now i
we want to increase the catch by 20%, (there

wouldn't seem much point doing it for any
less), then we need to raise a furher €3,080
trout. This equates to a cost of $144.080.

Clearly though, not every trout stocked is
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When conditions are
Sovourable, nature does it
much bettea than us,
Phote: Dary yi Terckicr
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going to be caught It is recognised that
stocking success is generally better in lakes
than rivers, and in lake fisheries where the
stocked population comprisces the bulk of
the lish present, then anglers may catch as
many as €0 or 50 percent ol thosc fiish
initially released. However in lakes which
are predominately wild fish-
cries, typicallyr  few
stocked fish are ever tecow

then

ered. For example, for many
years we released 13,000

There arve many

examples inthe

literature where
stocking of hatchery

tagged fish, or a total recapture tate in the
order of 10% to 12%.

If we calculate that one lish in every 10
stocked is likely to be caught, then the total
number stocked in our scenario above needs
to be 480,00 0This is a lot of fish and ap prox
imately seven times the total
number stocked annually across
the Rotorua lakes. At a total
cost well over onc million
dollars,w e would be spending

fiingedings  annuallyr  into P two-thirds of our annual
Lake Rotoaira. The best reared fish bas budget of lishery management
return rate recorded was depressed the lunds on providing an addi
only 7%. Similariy, lcom two P"‘Jd"aio’"’ of tional 20 percent ol fiish
1987 releases ol 600 finger- wild fish However we still need to

lings cach into lake
Otamangakau, we obtained
retusi rates of 4.5 and 6.1%. Anglees report
on average, in Lake Rotorua, 6% of "data
watch’ fish released to monitor growth
rates. In a follow up study Fish and Game

determined that anglers reported 50% of all

manage the existing  wild
fisheryowith its associated $1.6
million of managemem costs.Assuming no
buyer resistance, (which would occur in
reality) then the extra cost would need to be
recovered from licence fees.making a scason
licence in the order of $135.00. This high



lights that in the case of the Taupo fishesy,
managing the wild fishery w produce fish
for the anglec's bag is much more cost effe ¢
tive thav stocking.

If things went to plan and anglers indeed
caught 48,000 of the hawchery fsh, these
figures wortld mean that each fish caught
ultimaately cost $30.00 This may seem a ot
but is in fact conservative compared with
many estimates from other fsheries. For
example from 1966 w0 1976 the Wellington
Acclimatisation Society estimated that each
of their hatchery reared trout canght by
anglers cost between $25 and $45.

It is important te realise that these fish
would make a negligible difference to the
average catch 1ate. Over 2000/01 the avesage
catch rawe over the whole jishery was 0.32
fish per hour, or just under one fish for every
three hours of effort. The additional fish
would increase the average catch rate only
slightly (by approximately 0.03 fsh per

hour). This is because catch rate does not
increase in direct relationship with the
number of lish present. This is another
article in itself but reflects that each fish is
more susceptible to being caught when
there are fewer of thein. ‘the signilicance of
this is that the bencfit of stocking if
successlul, would be 10 increase the rotal
harvest which could be taken from the
lishery, rather thananglers’ catch per hour

@nc of the unknowns with these Sgures is the
sarvival sawe. While it is Jikely thay these fish
would have a high sare of susvival due o theie
size at the time of stocking,a number of other
factors act against this. Such things as the
timing and location of rclcase have been
shown to be impestant in other fisheries. It
would be reasonable © assume this would be
the case in the Taupo fishery also, pasticularily
given the variability in smelt (their key prey)
spawning and distribution fiom yeur to year
Sinvilanty hawchery fish are notaccustomed to
being predatoss and catching and eating smelt.
‘They would nced 10 make this transition
immediately if they we'r: 10 sutvi ve. Given the
difficulty that wild fish have making this
change. it is likely many hatchery lish would
also succum b.There may also be other factors
such as predation which are important:¥or
example, betwween 1994 and 1997 we relcased
over 4800 rainbow and 2008 brows juveniles
(GOmm to 90mm long) into Like @amangaleu
To. the best of our knowlg:dge only one was
ever reciptured as anadult fish. Perhaps they
didn't make the (xansition (o fecding on the
rich soup of insects but more likely: they
became the staple diet of Jake Otaneangakau's
big brown trout and the few resident black
shags.Ithas been demonsuated before that life
in the hatchery does not teaich good lific skills
when'itcomes wavoiding predation.

Eady on [ mentioned a large seale experi-
mental rcelease in the carly 1960s. This
involved releasing 100,000 yeacling rain-
bows. Unfortunately ! can lind no recoed of
the results on file but a manager involved in
the trial recalls that the ceturns were less
than 1%. This tends to suppoit the notion
thau the survival of trout stocked into {ake
Taupo is likely 10 be poot

‘fhere are many examples in the literature
where stockitig of hawchery reared fish has
depressed the production of wild fishIn some



A primefaupohront. the
bassh encironment of the
Centrerd Nortp Island
selects for onty' the rery
best fish

Photo: Len Birch

instances the mechanism invofves competition
for resources such as food or space anct/or the
displacement of the wild fish into less suitable
habitat. Other fitctors that have also been iden-
tified include impact from the intcoduction of
new gene's into the wild population, predation
by stocked fish on wild trout eggsand fry,and
the introduction of diseaszs and parasites.
However, these are unlikely to be major factors
ifwe stock directly into the Luike using pregeny
steipped fromwild parents.

A further impact which isoffar mon: concern
i the effect of increased angling pressure on
the wild population hought about by the
stocking lin the early [990s it was cstimated
that the total harvest was
approxiutately 30% to 50% of
the total  estimated  trout
production in 1988 and
1989. Such a harvest is
unlikely to be sustiinable and
certainly had amajogimpact
on the quality of the fishery
In response, we cut the daily
bag limit to three fishand farthér reduced the

‘ harvest in 1998 when we increased the

nininum size to $5cm, in the aftetmatheef the
Ruapehu eruptions.

Stocking has been shown to increase the
angling pressure on wild populations in two
waysFirstly, it o ften increases angler expecta-
tions causing greater numbers of anglers 10
visit, or to visit more often, incneasing total
angling effort and therefere total catchIf the
wild population is alre'ady subject to a very
high hacvest then this increased cateh can
push it into decline. .Angters tend 10 think that

T hefinal nailsn the
ceffiu for stockimg
at Tun po relates

to the visual
appearance of
the fish.

the increased catch will be of stocked fish,
but the neality is that the wild population is
also subject 10 that much greater effor:. For
example, if anglers fish a wild fishery for 169
hours at a catch rtte of 0.3 fish per hour, then
the total catchis 50 fish. if they fish it for 150
hourss with a similar catch rare, then the total
catchis 75 wild fish iccespective of how many
other stocked fish they may have caught.

One way to avoid this efficct is to st catch
limit rcstrictions, because asanglers seach the
fimit they must stop lishing. flowever a
sccond consequence of stocking is that
anglers guite rightly expect more oppor.unity;
not less. and %0 regulations arce ofien relaxed,
nor made more resteictive.This
simply exacerbates the pressurc
on the wild fishery: In some
Hwstances regulations can be set
to protect the widd fish such as
requiring any ciught to be
released. Mowever these are
only practical where wild fish
are a minority of the catch. in
Taupo. the majority of fish caught would still
be wild trout and anglers would expect to be
able % keep a good proportion of them.

The net effect of these potentiiil imracts on
the wild popuiation is: that then: are
numerous ¢xamples around the world,
including in New Zcaland where, sexeral
decades after stocking began, the total size of
the [ishery was on a par with the original sclf-
sustain.ing w:ld fishery Instead the fishery is
sustained all or in part by hatchery relases
with their associated cost. Simifardy, in many
examples where stocking was stopped,




increases in the size of the wild population
were measured in subsequent years.

The final nail in the coftin for stocking at
Taupo relates tothe visual ap peaiince of the
fish. Prime “fimpo fish are superb specunens
highly prized by many people. This is not
surprising given how harsh the environment
is Only the fittest,best fish survive to reach
maturitye. By contr-ast, hatchery reared fish
are characterised by scarred and deformed
finy, a consequence of their early lifi in the
hatchery, New Zealanders tend to concen-
w:ate on fish size, but for many overseas visi-
tors it is the unblemished appcearance of
many New Zealand trout and what that
represems. thatthey covert

Itis impertant to keep in mind thitro sustaia
the wild population, only one {ish in every
1500 eggs needs 1o survive to spawn itself. If
twofishsurvive,then the population doubles
in size.As a consequence, it is a feature of
wild fisheries that they fluaruate widely but
when  conditions are fa‘vcurlkﬁe they
respond more sapidly and are much stronger
than could ever be achieved by supplemental-
stocking. When conditions arc not so
fitvourable, then they will not be l‘ongl\ ci

the fact that conditions do fluctuate greatly is
simplya facetoflife in the mountainous envi-
ronment of the central North Island.

But aren’t there successful tcout fusheries
in New Zealand that are largely dependem
on hatchery stocking for their existence?
Yes - but almost invariably these are lakes
with small catchments that lack significant
rivers or streams to provide the spawning
and rearing habitat necessary (0 bring
them up to their carrying capacity. Despite
decades of trying, there are no examples
where stocking has improved a wild
fisheryr that was already at or near carrying
capacity:.

In summary, stocking Iake Taupo would
come at considerable financial cost and with
potentially little benefit. Perhaps also at a
considerable cest to the wild tishery. Bven
within the Rotorua lakes \Ivﬂe}e”sfﬁckkng is.
highly vatued as a way to sustain trout popu-
lations which lack matusal spawning and
rearing habitat, managers do not stock I.a- c
Rororua (other than 1000 fish per year
monitoring growth purposes) preferring to
let nature :md the wild trout population doi:‘.';_:
better and cheaper
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Projre:;’ tracki
trout in Like Taupo

by Glenn Maclean n the March issue of Trerget Tearpo (Essue 45) we described a mijor
project that we have begun to foliow the daily and scasonal movement

ofteout in takelaupo.In Novcmber 2003 wee tagged 34 rainbow trout

in the lake with acoustic tags which send out informition on the depth and

water iemperiture that the fish {s swimming in every minute and a half. This

information is recorded by remote loggers positioned at strategic Sites on

the lake bottont, The tags have a life of 514 days and the project & blanoed

1o run for | 8 months.

The project involres. considerable expendi-
ture of time and resources, and there is
plenty of potentiat for it to go wrong. So it
was with more thim a little nervousness
that we sct out to recover and download
several of the data loggers in May. Ceuld we
lind them again? Had the loggers and tigs
worked? Did the fish survive? Lad the fish
swvum close enough for the information to
be picked up by the loggers? And last but
not least. was the logger we had placed on
the drop-off av the Tongariro Dcfa still
exposced after the February: f'ood?

Asitwrned out we necd not have worricd

Using a GPS, divers quickly feund the

Mickel Dedual, Fisbery loggers at the 1elta and at che Waimarino River mouth. These were down
Scientist, hands « logier loaded onto a laptop to reveal thousands of records which came from a
recocered from the iake large number of differemt tagged flish The loggers were then replaced on the

bed to Lrrul Cirdby bottom (o continue recording for another |2 months. So at this stage; the

;“be;r;u';i::‘u}llwu Sow" projectis well undervay and geod progress is being made, ~
oct N jOrsncdi e

onte « luptop
Pbetos: Roh Hood




Seierra has gained an excellent reputation across the
lobe T'm it’s sa«:perﬁﬂr quﬂ{itlpj and qutstamdﬂ-\g pfrf FATINGE.
ow the tine has come for New Zealand anglers to finally

1ave access to the cutting edge of fly fishing products.

AQUATEX WADING JACKET

An excellent monsoon protecting jacket. The sporting ait of this
jacket allows excellent freedomn of movement. It has large front
pockets, feece lined hand warmer pockets, a large inner pocket plus
a wateiproef mobile phene pecket. Other features include: fleece
lined lapel & targe fold in hood, velero tocked nesprene stonn cuf's,
heavy duty front zip with stonn flap, kevlar reinforced etbows,
adjustable hood and waist & a net hanging D-ring behind the neck,
Awailablein ses S, M, L, XLand XXL
ONLY $269.99

NEVADA WAISTCOAT
Alightweight vest with great storage ability. Comes with four large
front pockets for fly hoxes (2 of them with mesh cover) 3 chest
pockets of which one is equipped with lambs wool inside for fly
stojage/drying, 3 zip locked pockess and 4 standard pockets insldee.
Additionally, it has a large back pocket plis two smaller side
pockets and on top of all: two Lined hand warmer pockets - a total
of 19 pockets. You will also find a.rod helder ‘strap, two holdersl for
hook remaover/plier, a D-ring and a landing net holder ring in the neck
Available in dark green and g
Sizes M, L, XLand XXL

%CIERRA

BREATHABLE WADER!

These very durable, géi'_styl_jsh

that resists an incredible hy

Sizes: S, M, M long, Lshort, L, Llong,

AL short, XL, %0, short and XXL
ONLY $499.99

IPAC WADING SHOES

A very light and incredibly strong wading shoe made
in a patented Kelvar fibre reinforced Nylon based
fabric. Grey/black{with studs).

Sizes 40/ 41, 42/43, 44/45 and 46/47

ONLY $199.99

Use a robust 5 ayer waterproof

waders don’t fit) Th|§ is why Scierra
have produced a huge vaviety of sizes
and lengths 80 fit absolukely everyone.,

DEALER LIST
North Island
Hunting and Fishing, Taupo

07 378 4449

McCoy B Thomas Hunting & Fisl
Whangarei

09 438 3111

Dargaville Sports Hunting & fisl
Dargzaville

09 439 8520

Tisdalls, Auckland

09379 4254/0255

Hunts Sparts Store, Auckland
09410 9415/3363

Hunting & Fishing, Westgate
tHorth

0983330019

Hunting & Flshing, Auckland
09 298 1556

FishCity, Ramilton

07 846 6675

Honting and Fishing, Hamilton
07 849 0297

Hamllls, Rotorua

073483147

Qutdoersman Headquarters,
Retona

07 3459333
Sp.mng Life, Turangi
07 38

Hamitls, Hastings

06 878 7477

Guns & Tackle Hummg %; Fashir
Hawkes 8ay, Napler

06 8359076

Huntlng & Fishing, Wairapa
Mastertan

06 3788723

Fishing and Shooting Supplies,
‘Waipukurau

06 858 6061

Tésdalls, Palmerston North
063586377

Huntlng and Fishing,
Patmerston North

06 355 3181

Tisdalts, wellington
64472 0485

Hunting and Flshing,
NewPilymeuth

06 757 2255

Honting a0d Fishing, Whakatan
07 303 sI

Hamills, Tauranga

07 578 0995

Huntng and Fishing, Tauranga
07 928 4383

Hunting a'\d Fishing, Wellingto
Lower Hut:

04 589 9500

South Island
Alan MItlar's Hunting and Fishir
Dunedin

03 477 6663
Hunting and Flshing, Netson
0354813840
The Complete Angler, Chistch
033669
Fishermans Loft, Christzhurch
03348 8836
Ballingers Hunting & Fishing,
Christchurch
03 366 7445
Element Outdoois, Queenstow
03442 2445

McCarthey's CentreFire Sposts.
Bunedin

03 477 3266

Allan White Sparts Hunting & F
ing, Invercargill
128 2266

;ﬁ SVENDSEI
SPORTS n.
TEU 07 579 2487 vk 07 579 246

127027087 L ~IC PP A 7~/ 3



ARE FLOODS ALL DOOM /

O Glerne Maclean

Below: Ioe! flaws are
1o barrier to inlgrating
treut as these tuo pholos
of fish jumping the Te
Wikvatan Stream tu p
Shew:

Photes: Novile Lwing

anding on the Major Jones swing bridge

watching the swirling waters of the

Tong:iro River andlistening to boulders
bouncing underneath.itis hard to imagine that
trout could survive the turmoil of a major
flood Yt our radio tracking of mature trout
indicates that many fGsh sinply ride out the
flood, presumably protected in the lee of the
banks or some other obswcle on the river bed.
As soon is the [.oed starts to recede. they are
once agdin on the move upstream. Even

during some floed peaks when our fish taaps
arc el underwiter, we regularly observe
trout jumping upstream through the pressure
wave over the trap, or swinuning around the
edge in the floeded margins.[tis thought this
behaviour stems from their roots in North
America where rainbow trout oficn make
migrations of hundreds of kifometres [n many
cases the upper stretches of these systems are
only negotiable with the increased flows asso-
ciatedwith floods and snow meft



When ebscrving e viver
i flood it is bad lo
tragine hat troul cen
survive the turinedl
Pbhole: Rely Kirkwaod

Nevertheless, intuitivcly major f.oods would
seent to be disastrous for young wout rearing
in the river 1t is hard to imagine small fish
could prevail against the magnitude of big
flood f.ows and clearly many perish, either
swept away or stianded along the margins
when the tlows recede But the Jong term
ctficct on the fishery is net always so clcar cut.

In July 1998 two big fleods occurred a week
apart. Both were over 900 cabic metres per
second (cumccs) in the Tongarito River (at
the time the 2nd and 3rd laegest recorded)
and the second f.ood in particular caused
major changes to the river as it ripped it to
bits. This may sound very emotive but is a
good description of what actually happened.
The juvenile teout in the river at the time
were approximately nine months old and
much too smalfl to survive if washed into the
takeThis year class would fiorm the basis of
the lake angling over the 1999/2000 summer
and 2000 winter spawning suas. Things were
not looking good.

Many of yeu will recall however.and with much
pleaswe,thatin fact the fishing was oustanding
over this period Our monitoting of beth uout
numbers and aagler catch rates indicates that

this was the lacgest wout population for several
decades or more. 1{ow could this be?

The f ood certaindy’ kitled many young fish but
monitoring indicates that by the end of the
fol lowing sunumer, nuenbets had recovered.in
fuct to a high for the time of the ycar. Pechaps
even more importantly, numbers oflage juve-
niles (lish greater than 100mm in length)
were much higher than normal Y hesc fish are

the key to the tutute population as they are
most likely 1o survive cntty into the lake in
late summer and autumn. It wenid seem that
even theugh immediatefy fellowing the flood
there would have been a shoeage of food in
the river, the conditions quickly became very
favourable for Young trout. pedhaps improved
by the refatively low numbers present’Uhe net
result was that those fish left had higher 1ates
of survival and grew better than normaf.
Some months on the fishery was actually in a
much stronger position than usual.

This is not always going to be the case Butit
isa very good example to show that the
cffect of a flecd onthe lishery is not always
as obvious as it may first seem. there are
many aspects which interact to influence
trout survival and just how these come
together is critical. Many of these are both

kplgupoﬂurang[
Ph 07 386 8996 * Fax'07 386 6559
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This aerial picture (taken
through the fene
window) is of the lower
Tongeriro River e the
1st of Meuwrch after the
near vecord flood on
29h Februcury Flooes do
not aleways ave a detri-
mentat effect as the state
of the fishery post-1998
demonsticted.

Photo: folin Gibbs

RANGITIKEI WADING BODT

> Extenively tested before being
thenNZmarkeld:
Lightweight exteemelydurable

complex and subtle and very difficult to
izc of the

predict. Not until we estimate the
trout population as 1wo year old fish in the
lake in spring, can we really be confident of
what the cffect of earlicr foods has been

So what is the likely dfect of the near record
f.o0d that occurred on 29 February this year
in the Tongarito? There are some reasons to

be optimistic. Timing-wise it was opportune
that this istypically the time of the year when

the fish migrate to the lake as 18 month old

&

PYF

{omoevnd

neleased on

PTF compound fet uses vely
hard palypropole: ¢ fibres to
enable tong laseng fell Wtout
sacrificing perfotmaix e

Ooudle stitched leathes and cordura uppess

fingerlings. The flood coincided with (or
maybe caused) a flush of productivity in the
luke rffected in the condition of the adult
trout since then. This flush should also have
benelited survival of the juvenile trout,
further helped by the fact that last summer
we recorded he largest number of finger-
lings in excess of 100mm in length in the
niver sincemonitoring began eight yeacs ago

‘Ihe younger year <lass (¢ month old fish) may
not hase Jared so well. Qur moniwring indi-
cates thac a surprisingly high
number survived the flood, but
they were clearly struggling for
foodin the wreks that followed.
Normally, late summer would be
a period of active growth.
Perhaps the new river conditions
will fuvewur survival and growthas
occurred af cer the 1998 fiood.s,
but the timiog may mcao that
much of the benefie of the: clean
gravels and improved habitit is
lost by the ttme next. summer
amives and
production and trout growth
occurs, Even if the juveniles make
betwer growth at this stage, it will
be a question of whether this
the

the main inscct

outweighs carlicr . poor
growth. We will just hase to wvait

and scc what our monitoring of

>
>
> Reinfonzed toe ¢ap and heal
> Fust lasing system

> Sizesé-13

>

Featunng P T & compound felt.

*The Rangitikei wading boot is an excellent
praduct and represents [ncredibly good
value for money”

Tony Entwistle - Yop South Island Guide

the juvenile population revé:ls in®
carly 2003,



H AMILLS TOLL FREE

NEWEZ E AL AN

0800 270 222

- . System 1 678 ; System 2L 89
Kilwell Mesh Deluxe Fishing Vest Line weight 6# 7# 8# . Hamills Price S5 11 <4995

Was $§496-Specisl SAR-°= Hamills Price 59 9-2°
o FREE with NZ made Kitwetl Ry Red, System 2L78
Innovation Ry Rds fram B2 D with e Hamilisprice B 13 -2

g

£
Tica 107 Reel with Floating Line & 8acking
PLUS
Kilwell Tica 8# 2 piece graphite rod
or Kilwell Tica 6# 2 piece graphite rod

Was $339 Special S24949

= £ b =
Kilwell Trolling Set

456 reel ptus 10 colours leadline and backing

PLUS 1 piece Kilwell Kombat rods

Special $S139

o S “SCOOP PURCHASE” “SCOOP PURCHASE”

ultra 3 floating fiyline
+ AST caated.
«“N.ZNo1 flyline"

+ Buckskin er Olive
CWFE#T#84#9#

Kilwell Spin Set

Mastery GPX
Tica GH300 4 ball bearing reel e - el
PLUS 2 piece carbon 6 3” rod «Ideal for casting  Usually Usually G ok
— superb casting & quality Special S99 Heavy Nymphs  —$459-00— —5159-00— High Floating

Offer available while stocks last
TOLL FREE 0800 270 222
OTO H-‘\MILLH T _ HAMILL

Phone




THE TONGARIRO RIVER

by RobHood
Rob is a Ranger. end
part of the team that

wundertales muchof our

Sficid work

s atany anglers are aware, the large
flood at the end of February signifii-
antly changed the course and shape
of thelongariro River Those that witnessed
the size and scale of the fleocl conid hardly be
blamed for thinking the werst. Howr: ver rivers
are dynamic and large floods are a component
of the natural cycle of a rivee An initial and
predictable reaction to such a significant
event is to be concernedabout the effects on
the health of the fishery,and on fishing oppor-
tunity and enjoyment The impact on the
fishery is discussed in detail in our article” “Are.
f.0odsall doomand gloom for trout?” on page
14 of this isswe.  In terms of fishing oppertu-
nityr, anglers have discovered some great new
pools have been created and are reporting
very successful fishing (even seme of the staff
have managed to catch a fish ortwor).

Environment Waikato (EW) undertook some
eaergency work after the food to protect
the riverbanks fom further erosion and clear

logs and debris from the bed of theriver EW
is also evaluating the amaount of gravel that
moved downstream durin g the flood.

Large f.oods characteristicalty re-shape and
change the river course leaving larger,
deeper poals and long straight sections of
shallow rapids. As a conscquence much of
the smaller, more intimate fishing water is
often lost and this is what has occurred on
theTongariro River

The most obvious dange is the area from
the Illue Pool downstream to the Ciff Pool,
which now runs several hundred metres to
the east, with the ojd Breakaway o6l high
and dry. However, Lc"vcn though the river
fullows its old course elsewhere, the actual
pools generally beéar little resemblance to
thosce before the flood.

Shortly after the flood we joined with
Favironment Waikato and Genesis Power Etd
to have new aerial photography aken of the



Bowdder Reach,
Photo: Rob Hood

river From these digital images, Colin lIawrence of
DOC has created the map in this centee of thi

‘The map shows the new fiver and pools and included
arc all the current

GPS. Semctimes this new technology is very useful!
Note that the wadck shown to the Reed Hool is just an
informal track but casy to follow af ter the February
flood.1t was planned te cut this uack this winter but
this task was put on hold, as funding was uscd te
rcpair the Major Jones bridge. Enviconment Waikawo
are proposing to undertake some more remedial werk
in this area next sumuner and we hive now decided to
wait for this @ occur before reforming the track

Many ef the poels hase improved considecably and
are now easicr te fish, being deeper and more
delined. It has wken anglers a Intle while @ work
out the best pools but the fellowing are fishing
well: Reed, Bridge. [udges, liydro, Catile Rusiers,
Upper Birch, Waddcls, Boulder Reach, Blue and
Fence Pools. Anothee thatis producing lows of fish is
the new peol where the river brewaks away into ifs
ncew channel above the old Fan Pool. In the past
there was @ pool [n this general arein which was
most commonly known as Big Bend Pool or occa-
ienally- as Pythageras Pool. 1t is prebably mest
apprepriatc 10 refee 10 this peol as Big Bend Pool
once again. Just remember thae the only similarity
between many of these pools and those that exiswed
before the flood is their name.

Onc disadvamage of the changes, is the lack of
pocket water which is concentning anglers in the

major peols It will take time, perhaps several yers,

only infermal «t this stage e
February flood bs made access
relalively easy.

Photo: Glenr Maclecin

e fudges £oel fs proving pe futar
wEth anglers this winter;
Pheto: Nerric Eicing



: Cattle Rustlers Pool
Hamifton

" Winter Fishmg

5mm Magnum Waders‘..‘. 927
5mm Riverworks Waders‘..‘ £ Ehe  sjgge

Innovation fly rods...
CD GHR fly rods

Custom tied tungsten bombs .
S.A. High Plateau Wt.F 8+9s...

Loomis rods now in stock

weremnen f1OM
wienesardrOm

“$125%

Plus a full range of trout tackle c'wa'.n'ab‘k:w

Barry Greig’s

of Turangi

Fishing specialist to the greaf lake. -

Ph: 07-386 6911 Fax:0 7~3BG 6551

59 Town Centre, Turangi

[GIM

here Technsheny and Ferformance meet |
=,

and a series of smaller f.cods 10
re-develop the character in the
river that anglers had become
accustomed toThesubtle sculp
turing of the river is very much
a function of the smaller filoods
and in fact the flood in late June
caused a noticeable improve
ment in the angling opportuni-
tiesin the upper riiver. It is a very
similar situation to that whjch
existed following the 1998
{.oods. Immediately after these
floods the upper river especially
comprised of long reaches of
broken water and few good
pools By List season, this stretch
had developed a Pumbcr of
good! pools-and many liule
pockets and runs which held
fish

Many anglers have commented
to-ts that the'y have enjoyed the
challenge
fishing uew pools or places ou

of Lexploring  and




Ahece: Snccess it Beulder Reacls for David Worstey from
Stamilton, with « nice rainbew netted by bis ser,Andrew:
Phote: Rob /Teod

Top right:The old Big Benct Peol ran against the pumice diff

10 this picture

Phaote: Reb Kirkweed

Bettom: right: 1.oeking up al the lewer end of the Bluc Fooi
Pheto: Reb Kirkiteed

thedongariro River this winter.
{1 is a great fecling to fish new
water. the anticipation of a
strike atany time. Gone is the
knowledge that the hot spot is
just in a particular part of the
poot, or ¢ven that there is no
hot spot at all. The February
flood should not he considered
| as a ncgative thing but instead
just pari of A natural process
and a component of the wild
fishery: e ever changing face
of the fishigry-itad the opporu-
taitics jt provides. is part of
what makes the Taupo :ﬁshcr)-‘

so special.

Adijacent to car Hway 41 & Ohwanga Rd, TURANGI.

Quiet, private, spacious ground-floor serviced suites, full kitchens &
own patios, surrounding an alkyear heated swimming pool
and hot spa. Licensed restaurant & reom service meals
A superb base with plenty to do - there's trout fishing, horse riding,
goli, hunting, rafting, tramping and mountain biking.
Fishing Guide services arranged and/or tackle,
vraders, flies etc for sale & hire.

Phone or fax us for a quote.

Linda & Terry Drum
PO Box 130, Turangi.

E-MAIL: onglers@reaporg.nz
WEBSITE: http:{iwww;fishnhunt.co.nzlfishinglonglersparadise

FREEPHONE

0800 S00 039

Ph 07-386 8980
Fax 07-386 7408

V/#HOST

ACCOMMODATION
—
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What will you do with that unwanted monofilament?

by Reb Kinweed

Rob {s a Ramges; and an
cntbesiastic Tengariro
River angler

he rivers in the Taupo Disteict arc
proving as popular as cver this year
for fishing. On any <ay over the

winter period, there are numerous anglers
trying their luck in thc pools on the
Tongariro Jiver. In fact, as our results from a
harvest survey conchiscted in 2000701
showed, at any one lime over the wimer
period, an angler can expect 10 share the
Tongariro River with 35 te 40 others

Of course, the high angler numbers also
cquates 10 a high risk of litter and cubbish
being lef: on the river side Unfortunately, a
steoll along the banks of the Tongariro will
reveal a lot of monofilament line thau has
been discarded lying on the ground.

Monofillamem nylon is a key ingrexdient in the
angler's fishing kit During a days fishing. there
are numcerous times when a leader s length.
ened,shortened or completely replaced. Oran
angler may break their line duriing a backcast
or windknots may reduire the line o be cut.
Perhaps it is because of its small surface area
and lack of colourthat some anglers discard
unwanted monofilament on the ground

Not only is this discarded line an eyesore, it
also poses an enviconmental risk. The life
span of fishing line depends on the ype of
line, surface area and exposure 0 UV light

Monofilamen discarded at the side of a river
can take considerable time o break down
depending on the impact o frocks and other
abrasions on it. Evenif it is Ieft in asituation
where it is exposed 10 the sun constumtly,
moeofilament will only gridually break
down over a period of months as it becomes
paler and more brittle. However, worse than
this is 2 "birds nest” of monofilament swept
downstecam and ino the lake to be
anchored on debris under the surface With
liinited direct UV impact, this filimestt may
rake years 10 break down.

So iréxt time you snip your line. what will
you do with the section of discarded mono?
Will you put it into a pocket or bag 0 ke
howe and dispose of through the rubbish
system or will you leave it lying on <he
ground? OId scctions of long usable line can
be rebound onto an empty spool for use asa
dropperline between two flies. @ over the
course of the «ay. why nor wrap your
discarded unusable line around a stick and
secure with a rubber band, so that it is kept
together and can then be casily tizinsported
home to be disposcd ofappropriately.

Please do-your partinkeeping the rivers and
siceams in the Taupo District {ree from liter
and pollution, and help 10 preserve and
enhance our beautiful fishing environment.

‘We ran this story in Target
Yaupo, issue 0 Juy 1992)
which geaphically highlights the
dangers ol discarded nylon. This
fush faqght by local guide Fim
Mct:mliyﬁad a length of nylon
proteuding from its side. On
cutting open the fish, the nylon
was found 10 be a complete
loop which c¢ncircled the fish,
but which was not so tight it
had cur into the viscera.
Presumably the  fish  had
somchow swum through the

| 1oop when it was smaller and as
the fish had grown its muscula-
ture and skin had grown over
the loop

22



by Erred Cuellyy

Ervol is our Programnie
Manager for Visitor Assels
ine thwe Ternepoor Fishery Area
antd responsible for tracks,
strictures and access for
anglers.

Detmege 1o the swing
Bridge was significant,
Part of the pine tree that
bredee the Dridge tvonugh
is pisible on the right baned
side of 1his pictire,

Phaoto: Errol Cuadby

0
6

1w weather on Saturday 28 February
wis not great in the Turangi area with
steady riin all day and night and the

Sl thought,
¢ Highway Onc in the eve

as 1 headed north

Fivers rising

ng, with the
4
alongside the highway, “we might lose some

no overflows runni

bankside track at the Tongariro National Trout
Centre, but it won't be a big one”

How little 1 knew! The castern side of Tongariro
Mational Park D twice the sin that Turmgi did
and at one of the huts 80mm (over 3 inches)
wats recorded in two hours. The Tongariro River

NE
S BACK INTO ACTION

RIDGE

reached @ peak estimated 1o be only 10 or so
cumees less than the 1958 Tood and low lying
arcas and houses were Tooded. The Tongariro
National Trout Centre with its recently opened
Riverwalk visitor ¢ .
e Highway One bri

re were inundated, the

s across the Tongariro
was endangered aind the Major Jones footbridge
across the river had been breached in three
plices, with a massive pine branch caught in it
and swinging i the current,

Within a week the damage we

ssed by

an engineer and design drawings for
repatirs 1o the Major Jones Bridge were in
hand. A building consent was fast-tracked.
But then came the hard part, finding the
funding necessary for repairs, The bridge
wits uninsured, as is DOC policy, and with no
reserve or contingeney fund, the consider-

able cost of repairs would have o be met

from the Fishery Arca funds, or in effect
money set aside for other fishery projects,
s 1o the extensive Mood

Om top of this, rep:
damage o property, both in Turangi and
further south, left o dearth of trdes people
capable of undertaking the repair work.

Bramley Builders Lid were persuaded o st
aside their work for three hours 1o remove
the hanging branch, but unfortunately were
oo busy to quote for the major repair work,
Alter a couple of £
pulling out of the process, the job was finally

s starts with bidders
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A flood-borne pine tree also caused minor demage to the Red Hut foot

TR

bridge. Rob Kirkwood and Gordon Hyde get ready to undertake repairs.

Photo: Dave Hart

FO@TNOTE: Fishery Area funds refer to the pool of money devived
Srom be sales of fishing licences 1his reveniiess used to pay for alt of
the cosd of managing the Taupo fisher y, including the maintenance of

Sishery- assets like the dafor fones bridge. Licence fees are set.each year

{o recover the budgeled cost of meanaging the fishery and expenditure
is thnlted (o the subsequent amoni of revenue received. The faupo
Fisbery receives no addilienal gover nment funding.

“explaining that the bridge was a fishery :

awarded to AG Industrial Ltd of Taupo who
started work on the 10th of May. The work was
completed on schedule and the swing bridge
re-opened without fanfare at Spm on the 28th
of May. It was a job well done by all involved,
in a considerably shorter timeframe than when
the bridge was damaged after the February
1958 flood, when it was not re-opened again
for use until September of that year.

Reactions to the bridge damage and the conse-
quent closure were interesting: These ranged
from a person who offered to donate $5000
toward the repairs, to those who broke down
the barriers, ignored the warning signs and took
their chances on the bridge while it was closed,
and the many who vocally criticised both publi-
cally and personally the completion work.

A typical reaction was that of the local commu-
nity board. We replied to the board’s concerns
about the time taken to effect repairs by
set

and funded through money from fishing
licences, the difficulties we were experiencing,
and sought the board’s support for our applica-
tion for funding from the Mayoral flood relief
fund. Unfortunately, the board opposed our
application, instead asking that we repaired the
bridge immediately to serve the needs of the
wider community, in effect forcing anglers to
fund the total repairs.

Despite the set backs, the bridge is now “back
to new”, much to the delight of visitors to the
river and anglers keen to access both banks.
But the repairs have been at a cost to several
other aspects of our planned work, including
reforming the access tracks along the lower
Tongariro River, which have had to be delayed.

Anglers’ access to Waihaha River mouth

by Dave Lumley

Dave is Avea Manager jor
e Traungi/Tuaepo Arce
of e Tongariro/laupo
Conservency

any Lake Taupo anglers access the
M\vaihaha Rivermouth from the end
of Waihaha Road off the Western

Bays
This involves driving through farmland via a
legal right of way to the boundary of Hinguuae
A walking tack starts within
the reserve for the first 200 metres and then
Crosses into pi land administered by the
Waihaha Maori Lands Trust before reaching
the lake foreshorn: and Waihaha River mouth.
InAugust 2000 the Trust purin place a charge
far access ac1oss their land. The charge is $30

ighway.

Scenic Reserve

per person foran rumwal permit

Subsequently some anglers approached

DOC and asked that we consider rerouing
the track to avoid crossing the privaw land
However on investigating this, a safe and
practical route which stayed within tingatae
Reserve could not befound

We have since found sorne individuals
without authority from the Department,
have formed their own route through the
reserve (o the rivecThis is illegal, because it
involvesthe cuiting of protected native vege
tation.
this track is ve

outcrops and is
taking steps o close this track and strongly
advise anglers not ee use it.

But of even greater concern is that
steep over slippery rock
mply not safe. We are




Visit www.yamaha-motor.co.nz or call 0800 Yamaha

THE REVOLUTION CONTINUES
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Once again Yamaha

boating experience available.

outboard offers clean running, superb per‘for‘mance economy, and amazmgiy low noise Ievels with no weight penalty
over 2 stroke outboards. Join the four stroke revolution, choose from NZ's most comprehensive four stroke model
range at your Yamaha dealer...today. s

4 STROKE
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Blue Pool
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No fishing at any time Whitikau \ Pool
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) Fence Pool ~ §
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o What would an Asian made rod know

about performance?

At CD-Rods we supply a strong network of dealers around the world who have come
to know the performance difference of CB-Rods. in fact, outside of New Zealand our

Chosen flyrod rods areamongthe most expensive rods on the market; nevertheless they’ve gained a

of the NZ strong following by those who know about performance fly rods, and who are willing to
Flyfishing pay for it. 8ack home however, our New Zealand made rods retail for prices similar to Asian
Team

5-. made rods; brands that are offering high performance at affordable prices. When choosing their
’@ rod series for this year the New Zealand fly fishing team chose our GHR series for their
unbeatable performance underany circumstance. And do you think these guys would want to make

. any compromises? All we can say is “go figure™. Those that understand about performance fiy rods fish
f CD-Rods; the rest have a lot to learn. e —

o

e A LAt v

....-.Ill...u
Email sales@cdrods.co

o dna
www.cdrods.co.nz



by Gleun Maclean

Or Michel Deduat tags «
reinbow trout hefore
releasing it into the dam
Photas: Petyina Francis
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HINEMAIAIA

s part of recently grmted resourt:¢ consents to operate-the Hinemaiaia Power Scheme,

“rustPower limnited are now required to facilitawc fish passage above the HB dam so

hat treuat can spawn in the Pahikohuru and Kakapo Streams. There are several ways
that this could be achieved and the consents make provision to allow TrustPower to trial
options toassesstheir practicality, eficctiveness and cost beferc they decide on
a long teem solution.

One-option is to trap the fish as they migrate up the bypass chimnel and physi
cally lifit them over the dam wall To investigate the feasibility ol this TrustPower
have contracled us to under ake a crial wap and tansfer progiamme this winter
In early June we inswlled a temporary trap in the bypass channel adjacent to the
113 power house. The plan is to operate the tip for two weeks every month
between June and Septembec Any fish apped are ransferred 10 a holding wnk,
wansported 10 abow: the dam wall and released again. Hopetully these fish will
find their way to the two spawning streams and as part of the project we will
undertake regular surveys of these We will also radio tag 15 iish using tags recov
cred from last year'sTongariro River project to provide additiona; information on
the movement of the trout afiier they are released into the dam.

In the initial trapping perjod in mid June. we transferred 20 fish befort: we had
to remove the tap carly due to fiooding OQutside of flood events the trap is proving very easy
10 operate but it is early’ days yet There are a number of practical issucs which «e have iden.
tilied and that need to be assessed over the trial period. From a staff perspective we have
already’ discovered that the I{inemaiaia Valley' suf ers some severe frosts but there are «lso con-
siderable advantages over our other nap sites in terms.of the fucilities in the IB station and
ready supply of electricity made availabfe by {rustPower

So for the first time in 39 years trout Irom Like Taupo are once again able to spawn in the
Pahikohuru and Kakapo Streams.
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— what the changes mean for anglers

&' Glenn Mecleem

30

he 2004 Tiaupo Fishery Regultions cameinto etfect 1 July 2006 and completcly replace
the 1984 regulations These segulitions sct the rules for teout lishing in the ‘Taubo
District.'Lthe main changes are summarised below:

CHANGES TO WHEN YOU CAN FISH

® A 26 hour' licence is now available and replaces the day licence. ‘this new licence runs fer
24 hours from the nominated time of commenecment Angling is sull prohibited between
midmght and Sam.

¢ The lishing season for lake Oumang:akau and theTe Whaiau and Waieehu canals runs from 1
October 10 31 May.®

® The fishing scason for the Tongar ro River upsiream of Pomu Intake and the Waihaha River
upsticam of Ticke Falls now nims from ' Ocrober 10 30 Junc.®

“Please nele beth of lbesc chenges shou! e the map on the reverse of Yo ldcence

CHANGES TO HOW YOU CAN FISH

® You can now use three flies'or lures:This change was made largely so anglers can use English
stdlwuer techniques on lakes such as Otamangakau and Kuratauw. Howeyer 10 avoid coafu-
sion, rbe use ol thirce flics or tures wvas alfowed across the whole fshegy bue it is unlikely to
create many additional opportunities 1orflaupo angters other than for anglers jig fishing We
suspect few anglers will use three flies onTaupo rivers, the added tangles,geuwing snagged and
above all cost, outweighing any slight advantage a third £y might of fizr,

There is no weight restriction for atificial lures or fiies. This means you can use any weight
cd lure or sinker when jigging. fTowever you cannot use a hook that is wider than 1€énim
between the peint and the shank.

o Whcn in iy fishing only waters, you may acid lead weights to vour linc to fuciitawe the line
sinking. for example, splitshot. Iz our experience with using split shot less weight is neces-
sary 10 ‘get Your uailing fly near the bortom than when using a second heavily weighted
nymph. A.yery cffecrive rig which is also nice to cast is vne or two split-shot weighing
approximately 0.6 geams in towl (the weight isonthe packetand depends oathesize of the
split shot) and a single wmiling fly. With regular casting, split shot tends to slip down your
leader and once 1t is 100 close to your fly it will limit the number of strikes you receive. A
geod ide.a is to ticon a tipper of approximately 300mm and place your split shot just above
this. th¢ knot preventing it sliding any lower

When boat fshing you may use a paravanc.

® You can use rod holders irrespective of whether other people on board have o licence or not.
However anyone who handles the rod needs to have a current llcence. The excuse that you
were not fishing and just bringing it in for someone clse is not a satisfactory explanation.

There is no rex.triction 10 the number of asscmbled rods able to be carried in a boat.

Trolling jigging and spinning is now permitted within 30001 ofan additional 15 stream mouchs
and formerly restricted places around the lake These are areas not commonty used by fly fish-
ing anglers but which had previously forced trotlers 10 deviate out into deep watce away {ront
the drop ofif in order o remain 300 metees away.The restrictions have been lifted from the'le



Mapu and OKkaia Streams in Whangiunata Bay ( but not the Otaketake Stream).

“futacuaua, Otutia (Chinamans Creck) and Omoho (Stony Creek) Steeams in

Kawakawa Bay, Tutacwaeroa and Kotukutuku Stee.ams in Waihoia Bay, Oauanga

and Te Awaroa Streamis between Waihaha and Whangunui Bays. Rotomoho

Stream north of Waihi Stream, Tokaanu Stream and Tokaanu Wharf, Waitotara

Stream at the southern end of Hfallets Bay, Rotongaio Qutlet south of

Writahanui and the Waipahihi Stream on the'taupo lake frone.

Note that a number of restricted sicam mouths remain and all of these arc

marked with white black and yellow posts.

e Fly fishing is definied as fishing with fly rod, fly reel, fiy line, and nawral or
artificial fly. This restriction means rhat you can no longer use spinning
tackle trailing a fly in £y fishing only waters. if we had not made thischange
then, with the removal of any weight restriction, it would have been possi-
ble to spin fish in Tanpo civers, a change which anglers did not support.

There is no size restriction for weighted flies. By allowing weight to be
addedto the line such as through the use of split shot then the removal of
the size restriction for weighted ftics docs not offers nymph anglers any (ur-
ther advantages However where it does open up possibilities 1s by allosa-
ing theuse of lager weifliesand streamers which incorporate weight. For
i e example the sauachment of bead heads to woolly buggers imd the like is
. common practise elsewhere so that when (ished on a floating line the ture

c swims up while being retrieved and sinks during any pause creating an

atactive undulating motion.

® An atwchment ¢lip may be used with a sieike indicator

Spinning is now permitted in the Waikato River from the outlet o the con-
trol gates and in the Tokaanu taiace above the SH4I bridge.

CHANGESTO WHAT YOU CAN CATCH

® Trout are now measured from the tip ofthe nose to the fork or'V of the tail:

Rhen fisbing fy-fisbing only” waters,
you may add lead weight, such as: split o There is no size limit at Lake Moawhango or in the Waipakihi River
sk, to facilitate smRiig of the fine. upstream of Rangipo Dam
Photo: Jown Gibbs

P - ® The minimum size is 30cm for Iake
Kusatau and the riveer above the dam

“fhe minimum size limit is 35cm for the
Waikato River from the control gates to
Huka Falls

® There is no bag limit & Iake Kurarau,
{ake Maawhango, and the Waipakihi
Riverupsteeam of Rangipo Sam

For a full cepy of our guidc se the 2004
cegulations, picase sontacrthe Taupe Fshery
Arca, Turang Place, Turangi on (07) 386
8607  email; fishinfo@doz.govt.az or dewn-
load a copy from the DOC websit:
htp:/ /vwwidoc. govinz /Bxplore/ Hunting-
and-Fishing,/Taupor-Fishery

Tt are now measwyed from the lip of the
nose 1o the “o" or fork of the tal!, WHICH i1s
consistent with the method wsed &y sait-
water andt freshwater fisheries elsewhere in
New Zealand.

Photo: Glenn Maclean
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BOLT SLEEVE completety enshepuds

the rear of the action. Provides protection
from high pressure gases and brass

particles inthe eventof a
cit§e nupture,

EASY-TO-SEE

cocking indicator gives g
shooters and exirs meas-
wrie of safety in the held:

FU LLY ADJUSTABLE
an ba precise-
I\l aqnsmd far Tet-aiff weight
and sear engagement to
match indsidual preferences,

Simply Our Best Hunting Packages

/s
ONE-PIECE forged,
fluted bolt body with three
gas ponts allow high pressure
[Fa585 by escape in the event
of an accidental case
fupture;

BLUED/SYNTHETIC

__— VANGUARD FEATURES
3 ong-piece farged, fliuted bolt with 2.
knurled bolt kaob, adding 1o the functian-
ality and value of this popular rifle.

Fi hmé i

N E W ZE)"\LANDTM

COLD HAMMER forged

* biarra| produces 2 quaranteed Tz
o batter 3-shot group at 100
when uged with premivm o

Waatherby :aﬁbras}orWealhek}\

fattory smmunRitn.

VANGUARD PACKAGES
AMAZING PRICES
FEATURING NEW MK V
SYNTHETIC STOCKS!

Galires - All Weatherby Vanguard models are
praduced in... .223,.22250, 243, .257 Why Mag

{new), .270, .2YOW Short Mag (new), 7mm Rem

Mag, .308. .30/06, .300 Win Shert Mag, .300 Win
Mag, .300 Wby Mag, .338 Win Mag

See us at the Hunnnﬁ&l‘r;hmg

Exhibit at the S e
& Trade Show, 'aupo, Sept. 25" & 6

\
FEATURES
aone-piece forged

* and machined
recaiver foe the
uimest strength
and suructural
Integrity:

BOTTOM METAL 21 flosiglate st constructed

from a combination of sieet and Siphtweight aliow.

Bled/Synthetic Vanguard — now with MK V Stock
Bonus - Free Simmons ‘B Point 39x40 Scope and Leupold Rings/Bases! $999%
*HP ogtions—no deposit Irom S32-85 per week

Bushnell Upgrade with Bushnell Banner 39x40 Scope and Leupold Rings/Bases $1,089%
*HP ogtions — no depesit from S13-85 ger waek

Leupold Ultimate Comfio with Leupold VX1 3-9x40 Scope and Leupold Rings/Bases 51,2998
“HP ogtions - no degosit Irom S18-45 ger weck

STAINLESS/SYNTHETIC

Stainless/Synthetic Vanguard — now with MK V Stock

Bonus - free Simmons ‘8 Point’ 3:9x40 Scope and Leupo ld Rings/Base s!
*HP options - no depost from $15-20 per week

$1,199%

Bushne ll Upgrade with Bushnell Banner 39x40 Scope and Leupold Rings/Bases §1,350%
*HP op¥ons - no deposit from S17-10 per week

Leupold Uttimate Combo with Leupold ¥X1 3-9x40 Scope and Leupnld Rings/Base s §1,539%
S deposit from 320-25 per wee

MK V ULTRA

* Weighing only 53¢4(b's (6374 in Magnums)
* 247 flued Krieger Criterion cusiem barrel (26 in Magnuwns)
* Bell & Carbon laminated, raised comb, alum inivm pillar bedded stock
* Stock manufactured using a combinatien of aramid & graphite unrdirectional fibres &
fibreglss
¢ Aguably the bestsuited cifle for NZ hunting condtiens — backed with Weatherby's
guarantce of accuracy!

MKV Ulra Lightweight and Super Big Game Master
{Note: Mag $3199%)

§2,999%

*HP options — no deposit from $37-95 per week
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now stock a full range of new
Scierra products .

matched by the exquisite Hyperspeed Reel. Tough, machined
aluminium, with Japanese sealed ball bearings, this new reel with its
extra smooth sealed disc break is recefving rave reviews. The fly-ki
also includes an Avalanche fly line (braided core), backing, Polyleader
and a 20 minute casting instructional DVD by Henrik Mortensen. Yo
have a choice of a 9" #5-6 rod and 9’3" #7-8 rod. 3
ONLY 5349.99

AQUATEX WADING JACKET

An excellent monsoon protecting facket The sporting cut of this
jaclet altows exee lent freedom of movernent. It has large front
pockets,f eece lined hand warmer pockets, a targe inner pocket
plits a watesproof mobile phone pocket. Other features fnckide:
fleece lined lapet & large fold in heod, velcro locked

neoprene storm cuffs. heavy duty front Zip with stom

fap, kevar reinforced elbows adjistable hood aid

waiist & a rvet hanging O.ring behind the nedk.

ONLY $269.%9

RON THOMPSON STARTER KIT
This exceptional value for money kit
features the IM6 carbon 'Hyper-Speed’ rod
with its beautifully crisp action giving you
extra long casting potential. The rod
comes in a superb quality Cordura-rod
tube and it's then matched with the super
light weight aircraft aluminium ‘Saffra’
reef, with it's Teflon disc drag and it's
stainless steel components, These when
complimented with the quality Ron
Thompson fly line and backing make up a
superbkitat an unbeatable price!
Sizes9' 674 K

& 96" 7-8x

ONLY $199.99

%S‘C/ERRA

SCIERRA

TROUT PRIEST

Madein chromium-plated <olid brase
with mahegany shaft andleather o,
ONLY 549.99

'DQ.YI-EAWIS.'
Scierra leaders are made
_/from the _best ' @opolymer

' matesials and the taper design
* will ensure a pessect sum over

and perfect aovracy! Comes in

7 floating,

intermediate;l

sinking,

fast sinking E;

sinking.
ONLY 59.99

e —




by Glenn Maclean

Photo abere:
Trap eeratiens
been afected by

Dave
scezeree!

Slosds sucir uas this ene
i ndct June en the T

Wheeiceee Stream,

Pheto: Norrie Exwing
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ishing so far this winter is following a more typical pattern rather than the delayed

spawning runs of recent years, The rans have buile steadily thfough Juae and July in

response 10 the frequent tieshes in the rivers.and this is reflected in the aumber of trout
through the trap on the Waipa Stream. i teibutary of the Tengarito River (able 1),

TheJunc total does not include the cuns over 8 days late in the month when the trup was flood:
¢d.Frem observiations of unclipped fish now obvious in the stecam above the trap, a large nuny
berof additional fish pass-over the wap during those days. The trap wiasalso out of commiission
for 1wwo weeks in carly March fellowing the 29 February flood.

Species Januarey February March April May June
Brown 2 0 o) 11 93 150
Rainbow 62 36 25 106 329 355

Tabie 1:Run efspawning troal by species rapiped §3; the Wicpa Strecn Jewnuery to fane 2004,

Overall the number of brown rou trapped is down slightly on the same petiod last Year. but
the minbow' total is 25% higher even without the additional fish missed during the floods,

With the exception of the Taurunga. Faupo River, fishing in the svers retlects the building runs (table 2)
The declint in the cutch rate estimate for the Hinemaiaia in June refllects that the siver above
the state highway bridge closed to fishing at the end of May, restricting anglers to the ower

river only.

Menth Hincmaiaia Tauranga-Taupe Tongarire
April 028 052 0.13
May 0.39 0.31 0.26
June 024 0:10 026

Ovecall 034 0.21 0.22

Talie 2:Manthly calch seile estimates (f¥sh canugblt per bowr) for the Hinemmaiaia, feutrangatitpe cnd
Tongariro Rivers April to fure 2004



Norrie Fwing, R

Bodds a brewen in superl
conelition that came
“througly the Waipa traf
earfy fune. It was o first
time spenoner with no

On the Tongariro the lower river has fished
best so far with an aveiage catch rate esti-
mate of 027 fish per hour compared to 0.25
fish per hour Cor [ fish for cvery 4 hours of
effort) in the middle reaches, and 0.16 lish
pec hour in the upper rivecHowever itis also
our obsctvation that the upper risrer has
changed the most and those anglers who
have started to work this stretch out are now
having a lot of success [t is noticeable that
the February flood created some great pools
but removed much of the smaller “pocket
witter” which is having the effect of focusing
anglers on the main pools. Having said that,a
fiood of approximatcly 600 cumecs on 20
Junc changed the riv
ally improved the fishing opportunitics. The

cr subtly and has gener

river was slow to clear following this f.ood
but since the weekend of 26 June the fishing
has been very good 10 exceptional. (n the
past we always worked on the: first major tain
in late June or cacly July as the catalyst forthe
runs to really get into fusll swing, and this is

If there was cver an)y dewdt {n yeur mind
whetber trowd am negotiate shatlew
water: bere Is a fine exampte of a fish in
the Te Whaiaw Stream trying (e pass a
barster in enly 3 0 4cm of water:
Phote: Harry Hamiiten

another indlication that the runs are fellowing a much more typicat pattern this ycar

The poor catch sate on theTauranga-Taupo River during June is out of character given the very
good lishing before this Hovwever it appeats to have improved again after the cecent rain,
though geneeaally angling effort is relatively quict on this river this winter A feature of the

Tauranga-Taupo has been the large size of the
fush kept by anglers. These fish have averaged
2kg (4.41b) compared to L7kg (3751b) on the
Tongarnito and Hinemaiaia Rivers. It was
noticeable that the fish in ake Taupo were
doing very well atter Christmas and in execl-
jent condition by late aummn. These fish are
now starting to appcar amongst anglers'
catches and most anglers intetviewed recent-
Iy have been very pleased with the size and
condition of the fish,

One inconvenience of the frequent freshes is
that many of the rivers have not cleaced suf¥i
ciently over the kst 6 weeks to be able to
undertake our monthly dive counts of the
numbcr of spawning trout. This is not a prob-
lem at this stage as the key counts are during
the peak spiwning in August and September,
but until we complcte thesc we are not able
to compare the runs in the smaber streams
with previous years

At our Te Whaiau uap which captures the
spawning run from Lake Otamangakau, the
number of brown and ciinbow trout caught is
slightly down on the same time last yeas
However as with the Waipa, this trap has been
affected by the floods in June and we have
seen many fish by-passing the trap structurc

=
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e dain Maxwell recently caughbt and released this prime brown at the 1i)vire Poel on the fhugarhyo Rives

Pheto: Stmen Chue

Right: Martin Lewis was justifiably proud of this {310 2ex brewn The excellent size and condition of fish was been a
Jeature this winter.

Pheto: Jawd Gecdbarl, Spesting fife, Lurangi

during these periods. It will not be untit we recapture a sample of thesc fish as

they migrate back downstream aficespawning,and detcrmine che proportion

of these which avoided the teap (from the absence of this year's finclip) that

we will we be able to calculate the total cun. One pleasing feature of the cuns
1o daee is the capture of several minbows over Skg (1 11b) in weight.

It is always difficult 10 predict what pattern the mins will follow over
the rest of the winter as the weather & such a key influence.
However if the frequent sain continues then we would expect

the runs to peak in July and August with goet fishing con-
tinuing into at least Scptember [Uis less likely though
that the big runs in October and November which
have occurred over recent years will be repeated.
$till it is a nice time 10 be fishing and You never

know your Juck.

Clanty Pakate belds ci beantifuil
9ib 150z raindew caught on the
Tongarire in Maty (Hew mciry
anglers wonld admit it was 9th} 50z
and not rewnd the figure up?)
Phete: jared Gecdbart, Sporting
Lfie. Turengt




Photo right: River anglers
sboude bring « fish care
Jully to the edge and
untaook it whie it
nemains in the watet; to
mintmise handiing cnd
increase the chance of
sercival

Photo below: If at wd
possible, boat anglers
releasing fish should
leate the fish tr the
weder anud unhook it
withont fouching it

Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee (TFAC)
concerned over releasing fish

tn farget Taupo \ssuc €5 the taupo Fishery
Advisory Committee (YFAC) contributed an
article on angling etiquette. Now the cont
mittee has taken on board a campaign that
the Taupo Fishery Area has started, to edu-
cate anglers on how to release trout careful-
ly so they have a better chance of survival.

As explained in previous issues of target
Taupo, the TFAC comprises representatives
of local Taupo angling clubs and also nation
al angling interests, and has a statutory role
to advise the Departm ent of Conscrvation
and the Minister of Conservation on maters
affecing the taupo Fishery They also facili-
tate  communication  between  the
Bepartment and anglers, to keep anglers
informcd on matters affecting theirintcrests.

It was unanimously agreed at the commi b
tee's last meeting that cffectively eeleasing
trout is a key message that necds to be sent
to anglers. This was prompted by a presen
tation given to the committee hy the
Bepaament's Technical Suppoa Manager for
the Taupo Fishery, Glenn Maclean. Fie pre
seated theFFAC with the results ofa haevest
survey that was conducted in 2000/01. The
results showed that 160,000 trout are kept
by ‘Taupo anglers cach year However a s
ther 150,000 trout are caught and released
back into the water. The results were stag
gering and made the committee realise that
il these roleased lish did not survive, then
the total harvest of trout could almost dou
ble. Obviously this would have a huge
impact on the fishery

The TFAC observed thatmany' anglers fishing
a Taupo practice poor release techniques,

ik B 3
cven withthe best of intentions: Research by
the Taupo Fishery Arcain the past has shown
that even though a trout swims awiy appar-
ently alright, it willstill die some hours later
if it has been mishandled. As most anglers
that fish at‘I'aupo arc visitors to the area, the
TFAC wants to cnsure that the message of
releasing fish care fully so they survive, reach-
¢s as many anglers as possible.

"If anglers can take on board the need to
rcdeasc fish carclully by following some sim-
ple tips, this may prevent the need to put
more resinctive catch measures in place’,
says Graham Whyman.Chairman of the TFAC.

TheTFAC sees educating anglers as the first
step in the campaign, and encowsage all who
fish at faupo te take on board information
that is being produced by the Department
on this subject. A small brochure has been
produced that provides tips for releasing fish
successfully. The tips apply to both boat
anglers and thosc lishing on the rivers A
theme running throughout the campaign is
that wherever possible anglers should leave
the fish in the water and unhook it without
direct handling. If anglers follow this simple
rule most problems will be avoided.

If you would like further inforynation on this
“rcleasing lish” campaign, please write to the
Taupo Yishery Advisery Comiiteee as foliows:

‘Taupo Fishery Advisory Connmittce
P® Box 327, Turangi,or cmail the
committee: TFAC@Xtriico.nz

They would appreciate your fecdback.

If you would like a copy of the brochun:
“Hooked? Releasing trout so thes survive”
please contact the faupo Fishery Area on
(07) 3868607 or cmail: fishinfo@docgov.nz
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Fly Lines By RIO Products.
Mast fly wawmmmWwwﬁ»mwwm
conditiony - and just what the hell is- typical? Rio-lines; onthe other hand; are developed by
pounding the water all over the world inv search of the toughest fish alive and down-and-dirty
hard work. The resulty are custom fly me hmaaaﬂ&wwammuy encounter on
the water. Here's o good example:
LONGCAST For strecunes m@mm&wwbwﬂmtﬁwmmhgwmh

mwwwamww
casting trajectory and the extrwlong
head allows more line tor be carried. in
 water nymph line: dlong with Rio's




by Brigid McKeey

Brigiel wrele this article
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¢ part of the solution © protect the
Brcsourcc you ¢njoy and s@p aquatic

bitcbhikerst This is the theme for a
Tresh phase of acrion 10 prevent new species
cstablishing in any of the lakes and rivers in
the ‘laupo district. Unwanted fish and aquat-
ic weeds are the hitchhikers, and you could
be providing them with a free lift!

The stofy so far....in the Becember 2001
issuc of Jarget Irwupo (issuc 38), an asticle
titled “The Search s @n” delailed a nation
wide pest fish suevey being undert:aken by
the Department of Conservition (OC) The
aim of the survey was 10 determine the
national disteibution of introduced fish

1 [
chhikers!

species of concern to the Depariznent, name
ly koi carp, gambusia, rudd and caufish. Issuc
39 summariscd the Tongariro/ Taupo results
which conlirmed catfish as the only species
of concern that has been established for
some time in Lake Taupo amil the Waikato
River On the local front. BOC C Taupo Fishery
Arca) monitor catfish closcly, as detailed by
regulac updates in Yeogel Janpo. However,
koi carp and rudd have moved up the hydro
lakes toward fake T:mpo and gambusia was
feund at the highest point on the Waikato
River te dame. This indicaes thac several
upwanted species are stfl moving beyond
their fermer mnge, putting pressure on lake
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users to be extta vigilant to ensure none of
these species, or any others, make it into the

local wateeways.

\While scveral species of unwanted aquatic
weed have becoine established in lake
Taupo there are many other weed species
that still posc a signific:intthee:at should they
arrive. A uniquetweed free'status.is held by
two lakes in the area

Regional D@C o:ltices are publicising the
issues and informing people how to prevent
the transfer of unwinted species For exam-
plc, you may have noticed the banners head-
ing into Rotorua cailing to “Keep the BOP
Re! carp and calfish free”. ®ther Regions
arc promoting a similac message in a variety
of wways. ‘I'his forms the Dasis lor a growing
cavalry of water users taking action to con-
front the issue and stop new specics estab-
Jishing in the waterways 1hey use.

Locally, Tongariro/laupo Department of
Conscrvation and Ensiconment Waikato are
committed o heiping you protect the aquat
ic'environmentand arc developing measure:s
10 help achieve this goal.

Why arc new species unwanted?

The watenways in the area, pacticularly lake
‘Taupo, are under signidicant pressure from a
varicty of sources The introduction of any
new fish or weed species will not help this
fragile balance Nonc of the fish mentioned
above come with a glowing CV. which is

why some of them arc listed as unwanted
organisms and noxious species. Unwanted
fishand weed arc guilty of an unpleasant list
of freshwater crimes and lessons have been
learnt the hard way where ihey have alrc:ady
become established. These species are gen
crally able to withstand a wide rangc of cnvi-
ronmental conditions and expand quickly’ to
outhumber resident specics (the aquatic
equivalent to possums!).

Overull, new species of fish and weed unbal
ance aquatic ccosystems by disrupting food
chains and out.competing native species of
aquatic plants and animals. They may also
prese a threat to the vilued trout fishery.

Where are they? The national distcibution of
the differem unwanted species vanies, Some
water bodies remain free of unwinted lish
and weceds while others contan one or more.
The risks of tiansfer between water bodies
are three.fold - inco, out ol and within a
tegion. Te combat thissarable distribution it
is safest © ahways take appropriate measures
to stop aquatic hitchhikets, no matter what
witer body you arc leaving or arriving at

Fish and weed don't walk! People are rhe
prmary mechanism for moving aquaiic
specics from one water body to another
{ntentional transfers anc illegal and the legal
notes in the box ref cct the seriousness with
which this is vicwed. Itis tragic to think that
there are people in New Zealand who inten-
tionally release unwanted specics into wttee




Stovping
aquatic
hitchhikers
is simple

...quicket than
making a cup
of tea!

Weed easdly catchres
on rellers.
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ways. These individuals are contributing to
environmental catastrophes and dearly have
no considcration for the on-going environ-
mental, economic and social costs of such an
act.

But how docs this affect sne?
Imagine.....

e The trout fiishery threawened by a new
species of fish euting juvenile troutand conx
peting for smett, the main food for teout in
lakeTavpe;

® Native species - koura and koaro, being
pushed to the brink with the introduction of
voracious predators,

e Water quality in shallow lukes, bays and

Conservation Act 1987:

To introduce any live asuatic fife {(native or introduced
fish, plants or invertebrates) into an area where they
don’t aiready occur you need a permit from the
Minister of Conservation, otherwise you could be liable

for a fine of $5,000.

Noxious species:

(Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983).People who
possess, control, rear, raise, hatch or consign Koi
Carp or Rudd without authority are liable for a fine of

$5,000.

Unwanted organisms:

(Biosecurity Act 1993) [tis illegal to release, spread,
sell or breed Gambusia or Koi carp. There is a
$100,000 fine or five years imprisonment for people

caught doing so.

wetlands becoming degrided due o the bot
tomfeeding nagure of fish (koicarp feed like
vacuum deaners - sucking up cverything
then blowing out what they don't want);

® A lake that has the shallow margins
dogged with aquatic weed - not pleasant for
boating, swimming or lishing, or as # habiat

The arrival of any of these unwanted

specics would have a real impact on
what v value in the Taupe area,

for trout or native plants and animals.
Prevention is better than cure

Ensure you don't unwittingly contribute o
the trunsfer of fish or aquatic weed inwo
places where they do not exist. I is likely
most rete.ases are accidental. Always check
your boat, tiailer and lishing gear for aquatic
hitchhikers and encourage others to do the
same. Many of the lakes, wetiands and rivers
in surrounding districts contain unwanted
species not fbund in the Taupo district, so
boats and unglers cegularly moving between
these waterways present o real risk. Fish lay
cggson weed and juveniles use it for shelter.
These eggs or juvenile fish can be wansport-
¢d benween wiiter hodies on weed that may
be caught on your boat, taiter or fishing
gear.  Some spccics of aquatic weed can
grow from very small fragmicnts to colonise
new areas.

Checking the beat and trajler

Checking tise boat und trailer need not be an
additional wsk. Incotporite the checek for
hiwchhikers into your pre<teparture walk
around to check tie downs, attach the pre-
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Cockpit, Bins &
Fishing Gear

Anchor
x R

T

Motor &
Propeller

Rollers Axle

PLACES TO CHECK ON THE BOAT & TRAILER

been towed from Motuoapa to Liake Rotoiti.

FPishing gear
Check - landing nets, downrigger, waders.

Be a voice for the waterways

If you see or catch an unwanted species it
means that prevention measures lave broken
dovwnl Inalake the size of ‘laupo, eradication
of a new species of fish or weed would be

extremely difficult and eady detection may be

petler flag. check lighis and soon. Bon't for-
get that if you have lefe the trailer in the
water for some time lish may be hiding in
the open channels of the trailerframe. Live
catfish have been fuund lurking in a steel
channcl section of a boat trailer that had

. HAINESJHUNTER
COUNTRY

; THE
=" Authorised

Central North Island

Haines Hunter Dealer.

A Enquire about our new
boat packages now.

arll “The Boatmen"

rev Terry Marine Ltd
Lake Taupo www.trevterrymarine.co.nz

Nukuhau Street. PO Box 1038, Taupo Email: sales@trevteriymarine.co.nx
rh: (07) 378 7779 Fax {07) 378 8166 A/h (07) 377 0897

DYAMAHA evesane £ o

W Wi Mo baxt.

the oaly way Asa user of theJongiadro/1aupo
lakes and tivers, vou play a key role by being
the eyes and cars for the waterways, and
inferming DOC of anything unusual

® Repon any sightings of these or other

unfamiliar fish 1 DOC as soon
as possible (note the location,
and if possible collect a sanple
and freeze)

® If you sec people rclcasing
fish (other than trout) or empuy-
ing aquaria, contact your local
VOC oflice as soon as possible.
‘fake clerails of the person and
vehide registration.

Formore information contact the
Tongariro/Titupo  Conservancy
officc or check out the DOC
website (wwiwwdocgoyvtnz)

There are severil links to fish
and aqua.tic weeds. follow:

® conscrvation. biosecurity,
freshwater lish

® conscervation, weeds, aquatic
weeds

® conservation, animal pests,
pest [sh

Pick up a durable qnick
mference 10D greide avgilgble
soon at key eutlers. collect faom
1he Enzironment Waikate Tutpo
@fice or the Tongariro/Taupe
DOC offce.



by fobn Gibbs

Jobn is the Taupo Fisbery
Area Mancager: He bas
Sished lcke Taupe since
the 19505 and bis work
ng mvolvenient with the
Jisbery gees hack to
1964

New LICENCE FEES for 2004/05

— Where Does the Money Go?

Early Taupo licence buyers will have noticed increases in most fees
for the new scason.
dult Season Heences arc up $2 to $68.Adult Week are now $30.50 and Child Season are
unchanged at $§10. OF particutar interest arc two new categories of 24-hour licence
eplacing the old One Lay licences. For $13.50 (adult) and $3.50 (chbid) anglers can
now fish overa 24 hour period from the nominated time of commencement (except for the pro-
hibited hours of midniglat to Sam).
Most tiupo licence fees hate not changed since 2002 - even longer for children’s cawegories -
and revenue had fullen behind inflation. The new fees have been introduced 1o meet the finan-
cial needs of managing the fisheiy and ensurce its’ ongoing sustainability:
Many anglers and others assume that because the taupo fishery is managed by BOC. a govern-
ment department - sather than by a fish and game council, that it is also funded from taxpayer
funds. 1In jact, Taupo is trcated no differently than any other sports fishery and is totally reliant
on the revenue from ticence sales for its management. So fees need to be set at a level tha
recovers those costs and ensures jair value for moncey for anglers
Actual feesetting is a lille different here though.  Rather than being determined by the
Minister of Conservation on the recommendation of the New Zealand Fish and Game Counetl,
Taupo fees are set by the Minister with the concurrence of the lwharetoa Maori Trust Board
representing the owners of the beds of Lake Titupo and itsteibutaries. ‘U'his process staees with
BOC dctermining fishery management costs, consulling with the Taupo Fishery Advisory
Comntittee and the trust board, and cccommending fees to the Minister and the board.
Every dollar'ge nerated from Heence fees (excfusive of GST) goes back into the management of the
fishesy: The Ciown also pays theTuwhiretoa.bfaori Taest Bosed for general public acee:ss to and use
of IakeTan po Although inde-xed to fishing IBcence and boating seve nue.this payment acuid ly comes
from genetal wx money in recogaition of the acce:ss and use benefits to the country as a whole

Why is so much moncy nceded?

Licence fees for the new season are expected 1o generate a GSTexclusive revenue of
51.52M.all of which is devoted to the management of the trout fishery Somie people are sur-
prised that such a large sum is gathered but arc often unaware of the beeadth and comples:-
ty of management actions necessary 10 sustain the resource.

The Taupo catchment supports about 40% of the country’s trout fishing. Regukar readers will
know from the hsit issuc of 7arget fau e that our 65,000 licence holders make a quacter of a mil
lion visits to the fishery cach yeur, fishing for threequarters o fa million hours, ‘Theycawch about
240,000 tegal size teout, harvesting some 160,000 of these; or 270 onnes.

But most of this cffort comes from visitors 10 the district and thus the downstream economic
benelits are much greater to both the local and national economies. Our best estimate is that
the fishery generates something like $70M into the cconomy each yeac And all this is sup-
ported by anglers® licence fees

Where is the mostey spent?

Each year a business plan is devetoped by the Taupo Fishery Asea. This is based on the s
tory directions of the Conservation Act and the simitegic directions of the Taupo Spors
Fishery Management Plan.

‘the business plan describes the work to be undertaken in the financial year to maximise
anging opportunities and ensure fishery sustainability. 1t includes a budget, skpected outputs
and performance measures for that work. The work is grouped into similar cawegorics or pro
gramimes which include routine and ongoing tasks as well as short-tcem or onc-eff projects.
Progranemes for this year include the following.

Fixed Costs: These are all the staff, administration, assey, infrastructure, communications and
wranspertcosts for the Fishery Area. Somie of these (cg. specific salary costs) are apportioned
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10 orher programmes when they are incurred. Cost this year: $1.042,832 and 38% of the
35,968 hours of sraff time,

Community Relations: Includes servicing the Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee, liaison
with other stakeholders and the general community. production of brochutes and publications
(including this magazine), maintaining the fishery component of the D@C website, angling
information, displays. development of the Tongarico National Trout Centre and general media
and fishery acvocacy. Cost this year: $182,900 and 5% of staff time

Xxcensing: Production, distribution and administration of our licences and sales network,
including sales comnissions, will cost $t62.032 and 4% of suaff time.

Field Operations: This is a bnoad progiamme thar includes all field work associated wirlh
fishery monitoring projects.such as cipping and counting spawning trout,juvenile trout sam-
pling. habitav inspections, catfish sucveys, anglers® catch, effort and satistaction sueveys and
associated compliance checks. Direct costs $75,568 and 20% of staff tine.

Compliance and Law Enforcement: ‘largeted enforcement operations, ofifence manage-
ment, prosecutions and enforcement training are the main activities: As with field operations,
these are largely swaff- and transportintensive and so the actual additional operating cost is
small at $5,100 plus 6% of staff time

Visitor Assets: The Arcamanages and maintains a number of iccess roads, backs, informa
tion signs and strucwures such as bridges for anglers. Cleaance of willows, proteciion of trout
habitat and maintenance of tish passage as well as daily operittions ofthe trout oentee and trout
procluction for the childrensd fishing programme will cost $87.702 and 13% o f stff rime.

Technical Support: Includes development, analysis and reporting of monitoring projects,
provision of technical advice, input to stawtory planning processes (tesource consents, plans,
etc) fishery management planning, fishery rescarch projects and head office and ntinisterial sup-
poit and servicing Technicul contracts associated with the Tongariro, Hinemaiaia and Krwatau
power schemes resource consents, while Lacgely externally-funded, are included here. Cost this
yeae: $41,285 and 14% of stafif rime

‘The wral expenditure forthe vear is $1.6M.

Where does it all come from?
By far the greatest propotion ($1.52M) of the

o of 1 B e, Bt
i Ok ot 2 e e

fishery budget witl be funded from licence rev-
enue. Lesser amounts will come from conuact
work for resource consent holders ($32.000),
consent mitigation funding ($40.000). and rents,
fines and resource renrals ($11,500).

Not only are our licence fees seruinised by [fish-
cry stakcholders, but they also get a thorough

examination by other government agencies,
including Treasury,Te Puni Kokiri and the Minuistry
of Tourism. ‘The fees ace also cequired w0 mect the
Teeasury and Audit Oflice guidelines and constltu-

tional principles on seting fees in the public see

toc Because the notices ace deemed to bi: regula-
tions, they must also undargo scrotiny from
Pirdiaments Regulations Review Committee.

With all these hoops to go through and with the
experience and expetise of the fishery manage-
mcnt team, we beliese that Taupo lishing licences
provide excellent value for money for users ofone

ofthe world's finest 1ainbow trout tisheries.
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Measuring your trout

Uy Betrina Francis 5 already discussed in the article in
A:(m.s issuc on the 2004 Taupo Fishery
cgulations, onc of the important
changes is to the way trout are measured.
Previously trout were measured on everall
length, from the tip of the snour to the tip of
the tail Now the measurement is specilicai-
ly from the tip of the nose to the “V” or fork

D partieen ol Dot #ioe

of the tail. Ihis is consistent with the way
both saitwater and freshwater fish an: meas-
urcd around the rest of the country, and this
consistency s:hould make it easier for anglers
to remember the rule

‘Io assist you with this change we have pro-
duced a fish measure and one will have been
included with this copy of 7argct Tarp a
The measwe hasbeen designed as an adhesive
tabel that can be smick on an existing measue
ing bourd. boat st or fish bin lid. e

This endd of the measire
sbeuld ye placed flush
against a verticle cdge
lo make it casicr 10
mecasiire your trot
queicRly

recommend that it is applied so that the ¢nd
witb the nose of the fish is flush with a vertical
edge. This willmean that when you do catch a
tish.it cin be quickly measured by placing iton
thetabel, and nudging the nose against the vor
dcul edge: it should be simple and fast to work
outifthefish is undersize or not,
When measwing trout, try to reduce the
impact on the fish by either keeping
the fish in the net and gently placing
it on the maiswee, or if you must
handle the fish, wet your haads
first. Or, rrher than lifting the §sh
into your boat. why not take your
measuring bourd % the fish?This
wifl mean that it can be quickly
measured over the side of your
bout minimising the amount of time the fish is
out of the water
Remember. trout caught in Iake Taupo and
most of the tributary rivers must be atleast
45cm long lrom the nose to the fork of the
tail. Other parts of the Taupo District have
different minimum length requirements
and we suaggest vou familiarise yoursclf
with the new regulations, so you are not
caught short!

FLUORO TIPPETS

NEW SUFIX
FLUOROCARBON

Tippet Line

le in water, it's also high
stant and fast sinking.
Availablein3 -10Lb

Nearly

& %
OSuflx
STRO

Distributed by:

NORTH ISLAND Robert A. Conaghan (N.Z.) Ltd

Ph 09 638 6100
SOUTH ISJIAND Alexto Sports zooo Lid
Ph 03 477 0084

Extra Limp & High Strength Line
An exceptionatly soft, smooth and limp line with great
tensile and knot stiength. Smooth trouble free casting
with less line twisting, fewer kinks and less backlashes
Ranging from 4.8 - 43 1b, in low-vis femon gteen colour

OSufix.

FI.UORO TIPPET

STRONG

FE
oSufix

FISHING LINE
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Nickis ¢t boteirdst eand
Technical Suppert Qfficer
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Conserveincy

ydrilta verticitlale is
one of ibe werid's werst
asuealic weeds

Lelow: Glyerla maxiniet
is the grealest marginal
aquatic ibreat (e the
lake faufo area

Pheto: Bill Amber: 200G

In this article, Nick explains the precarious situation we are
currently facing with aquatic weeds in the Taupo area.

Hew aquatic weeds spread

The spread of aquatic weeds around the
North lsland has been celatively rapid.
@xygen weed (lcgarositpbhen majer) was
fiest recorded in the wild in 1957 in the Hutt
Valley and now very few lakes are free of this
ccologically destructive and rececationally
impeding weed. New Zealand's largest lakce,
lakeTaupo is no exception and has six of the
worst aquatic weeds found in New Zcaland

Canadian oxygen weed (Elodea canadensis)
was the first weed to arrive in Lake Taupo in
the carly 19505 and is now widespread. In
comparison with other weeds it is rclatively
benign and tends to live alongside native
aquatic species ruther than dominate them.
‘I'vo of the most ccologically damaging
specics, oxygen weed (fagarosipben) and
hornwort (Ceratepbyllm  demersum) are
now alsowidespread in Lake Taupa. Oyxgen
weed wis fiest recorded in 1966 and by 1979
had occupied most suitable sies in the lake.
Hornwort was first discovered in the Tokaanu
tailrace in 1980 Morc: 1ccently in 2000.ano th
cr largee oxygen weed, £geria densa was dis
covered growing at theee sites in [ake Taupo
with the largest at the ‘limpo test hacboue
Egeria is unlikely to have much impact as its
habitat is already dominated by lagarosiphon

and hornwort. 1n Lake Taupo cgeria, like the
other weeds and native plants, is restricted by
environnk:ntal conditions such as wind fetch,
wave height and water quality.

Hornwori: and egeria were recently discov-
credd growing in lake @tamangakau. Here
these species are likely ta exacerbate weed
problems displacing the remaining native
plant specics, as well as causing greater
problems for boat uavel and lishing.

Allof these weeds have be:en brought te Lake
Taupo cither through delibeiate intreduct.on
or atiached 10 boats, traijers and equipment.
@nly two lakes present within theTaupo 1ish
cry aiea are presently free of aquatic weed
species. lak ¢ Kmatau andi.ake Rotopounanu
in Tongariro National Park. Both of these
lak¢s have a high diversity of native aquatic
plant species and associated species feund in
these habitats It is caucial that we prescrve
these last two cemaining weed [ ree zones.

What arc the ecelegicai impacts
of aquatic weeds?

The littoral zone is the arca where plants
grow in lakes and ponds. This zone ecologi-
cally is the most preductive, providing food
and shelter for a varicty of plants, insects,
crustacea and small fish. Prior to invasion by




Platinum Whitewater

& Chalkstream Lines

Designed by New Zealand guides and rackle experts the
Platinum Whitewater is the ultimate line for nymphing big
broken water. The whitewater’s short front taper rolls over
heavy nymphs and indicators with ease, whilst the long rear
taper aids on-the-warer mending and long casts. Added to
this, the Whitewater’s creative taper format makes it the
ideal choice for roll casting and single handed Spey casting.
Platinum Chalkstream is the ideal line for low clear river
conditions. The Chalkstream’s long front taper holds tight
loops even into the wind offering perfect presentations,
whilst the short rear taper loads modern rods quickly to
minimize false casting giving your flies more fishing time.

| GET CONNECTED - ALL PLATINUM LINES COME WITH
WELDED LOOPS TO CREATE THE PERFECT

i COMNECTION TO YOUR
POLYLEADER.

€€ Afier the proverbial 35 years of fishing the
Tongariro, testing every line you can think of,
1 no longer get excited by flashy ads. I use lines
that d the job. All through last winter my
Whitewater #8 did everything I asked from it.
On my trusted CD GHR #7 it is a great roll
and overhead casting tool for bombs wp to 2.5
grams. This line floats really well and its long
rear taper makes distance mending a breeze. Best of all aﬁrr more than
seven weeks of daylight till dark’ fishing it is still without cracks 3
— Herb Spannagl
Fishing Writer and Fly Casting Enthusiast
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FREE with every
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Floating 5’ Polyleader
and Spool of Sightfree
Fluorocarbon worth $38.90
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aquatic weeds, lake Taupo's littonl zone
occurred from | to 15m below the surface.
The native plkint commumities here were rel-
suively short and open.  [nsccts, kowa and
small 1ish could easily move throughow
them, bur still find plenty of refuge from foe
aging tront. Trout used this habitat exten
sively and the anitnals that lived thete were
the important components of their diet.

Most aquanic plants (native and exotic) tend
to favour and thrise in sheltered habitats,
With increasing disturbance associated with
fetch and wave height, the diversity, density
and height of plant species deercscs. The
most exposed sites have no plants at all. Lake
Taupo (when compared o other lakes such
as the Waikato River hydro likes) has fewer
sheltered arcas susceptible 0 aquatic weed
invasion, suchras shallow bays protected from

5

prevaifing winds. Most of the westem shosre
line is unsuitable for aquatic pkints, being
lined with steep clif's and deep water and
much of the eastem shoreline is very exposed
and so unsuitable. I isonly the sheltered bays
such as Waihi :md Mowoapa in the south and
sheltered aspects of the nocthern bays which
are very vulrcrable to aquatic weed growth,

Today in most bays, asjuatic weeds have dis-
phiced targe areas of natis¢ plints whale in
morc exposed sites they are present but short
erand less densc In shehered bays oxygen
weed and hornwort wogether have created vie
wal aguatic forests smothering water depths

from 2 to 9m. How'cver the ceologicsl impact

of aquatic weed invasion into Lake Taupo is
graater than just displacing native phkan

species. These densc “aquatic weed forests™
y reduce the diversity and abundance

drastical

of most insccts and small lish, as the water
ox)-gen content within them is ofien so low
that these animals Gingiot swavive,

However some of the impacts of theinvasion
of Istke Twpo by aquatic weeds have heen
less obvious The black swin population in
the southern end of the kike has increased s
a result of invasion by these aquatic weeds
Swans giaze the aguatic weeds to approxi-
matdy Im below the surfzce and prever
surface ceaching beds forming Without their
presence  boat travel through
would be substantially more difficult. The
dense aquatic weed beds also provide shelter
from preclators for kouea. Kouwra preferentil-
ly grazee native plant species and have caused
these plants to become absemt from areas

Zaihi Bay

around many of these dense weed beds

One of the reasons this invasion of aquatic
weeds occurred is that unlike native forests.
New Zeakind’s aquatic plant ccosy stems have
no defence 3
weed species. A single small fragment of an
aquatic weed is sufficient to tum a pristine
habitat dominated by native specics, into a
3 weed beds.
lo many shcltered kikes where this has

inst invasion by introduced

lake thick with swface reach

occurred virtuaily al native plint species and
associated Eruna have been replaced and the
ccology of the lake is permancntly alered.

How can we control aquatic
weeds?

Most aquatic weeds are soft, eusily broken
and acc well adapted to being spread vegeta-
tively by small fragments of stem. Practical
methods for controling aquatic weeds arc
few and restriicted 1o gel herbicides. suction
dredging.hand pulling, weed matting. cutting
and biological control. Suction dredging
costs about $1000 per m* so a single hectare
of weed could eusily cost $1€9.000 to con
trol. ‘The most common form of biological
control is the use of giass ciarp.however this
is ondy practical in smatl kikes or diains as a
lacge number is neceded to cause @ major
impact. The Department of Conserviation
recemly investigated the options of using
biological control for Lagarostshon mjer.
Jtowever this progamme was ibandoned as
it was decided that if control could be
achicved for this species, then ocher aguiuic
weeds would merety tke its plice.



Picturesquee Lake Kurtau
is special, not only as a
uniquee plece for anglers
tofish but asone of only
&0 ueed-froe lckes in the
Teepe District,

Photo: Perrina Francis

Eradication of aquatic wecds is only practi-
cal and cconomically feasible for small
resevicted  infestations and  nationally  has
only been achieved in a few small sites. At
Rosic Bay in Lake Waikarcmouana a small
infestation of Lagaresi phen major has
almost been crdicated using hand pulling
and the placement of polythene matting to
prevent light reiching the weed.  Regular
and repeated surveillanceis now required to
remove any of the last firagments cemaining
before complete cradication is assumed.

Future problems and surveil-
lance species for Lake Taupo

There ase at kst S0 species of introduced agquint
ic plants mowing wild in New Zatand Many of
these sull have  limited dstribukons, such s
hydrilla and phagmites which we xganded as
some o the worst aquutic weeds in the worid
In compatrison to otheraseasIakeLmpo huts £y
aquatic weed species,though severalare moving
up the Waikato River and gettiing closer all the
time However numerous other speciesane pres
ent in New Zedland and being sold and disad>
uted for the aquanium teade. In 2001 NIWA sue
vuved the aquarium tade and discovered 138
differern species  sold
Diskubingly, 65 of thiese had not been previous:
ly bexn rexcorded] in the cowtey Ceady, while
the* front door™ent:y of plnts into New Zcakind
is restricted. threugh dic formal envicenmentl
impact assesment peoces (ERMAY, te “back
door’ iy wide open and nurstry owners and
aquarium keepers are bringing new  plant
speciesinto New Zealand. widieut g 1o die
OPNSCQUENCES ¥ OUr CaAviTonmL Nt

conunercially

11 & recent review of aquatic and wetland

weeds for the‘faupo arca, five species were
idemificd as being Key threats.

Hydrilia (Hydrilla verticillate) (sce photo
page 48) is u very competitive aquatic weed
thae forms dense monospecific aquatic
forest: displacing all other plantspecics. [tis
one of the worlds worst aquatic weeds
Curtently itisvery resteicted to LukeTutiita in
the Hawke's Bay and four other small lakes
and ponds ncacby. If hydrilta got into Lake
Taupo i is expected that it would outcom

n weed .irl= shels

Lake Kuratau is special

Loke Kuratau is one of the few lokes in the
Waikoto Region that remains free of
introduced weeds.

s

For burfher informeicn ol a
4 WEEDS Ay

A sign beside Lake Kuredeae reminds all
users that it needs to remuin free of
ueeds

PLroto: Petring Francis

Additionally & & likcly that & would firther
invade the more exposed lake shore habiwmts
where oxygen weed is rarer and native
species dominate

Four other s de:s of cenceril aie plants occs-
ring on stream mar gins and in wetland habitats
If any of these estabiished in the [ike Taupo
region. they woukd easily smother small spring
fel sncans such @5 the tokaanu Stcam or
Waitahanui River In doing so they wild
directly infpact wout by preventing or imiting
upstream migeation and spawaing, Additionadly
they all would impact on reenaation users, hin-
dering access and use of waner wuys, However
there would allso be significant impact on wee
lands and wataifowl Any shallow ponds or
wetkand weests which are habitar for clabbling
ducks or wuwding waterfiowl, such as
Aussralasian bitterns would be: smothered by
these specices In doing 0 there would be i cor
cespending dechine of these specics in this area,

Of these masginal aquatic specices, 1oed sweet
grass (Ghrerice maexima) (sce photo page £8)
is preseny the greatest thieat to the I: ke Faupo
area as two infiestations have recently been dis
covered in the catchment. It is also spreading




is cumently being conmroticd by the ‘Caupo
Fishcey Area, wh:le further survey is being
undcataken at the orher site ro accuraely deter-
mine where it is and how Jarge it i before con
uolisinitiated Two otberspecies arelkess immes
diate threats though could Qug up a any lime
Alligator weed (Allernaribene phileccereides)
ocawrs in the Waikato River syszem but als<o was
recently discovered growing at Tumaruaui
Punple loesesuifte (Bthrum sclicarica) (see
photo page 50) is a brightly* coloured perenni-
al, which though banned from sale, is still being
novied areuad by gardeners it is onc of tlie
worst wetland weeds in the USA and s known
in the Noth Isiand from Wauganui to
Welington  Tinally, Pheeonites custralis is a
kege gaass simiar to bamboo sowing up 1o ém
in height. This wead & rare in New Zeafand
though previously has been recorded at
Murchison, Hawkes Bay and Cantesbury

What can vou do?

The best foria of controlling the spread of
new spedie’s is preventing them geuing there
in the fwa place. The responsibility lies
sqquarely on the shoulders of thos¢ who use
the lakes and requires diligence and responsi-
biliny- in cnsuring cfean boats, trailcrs.and fish
ing guar beferc entesing a new lake “The arti-
cle on page 41 of this issue catitled "Stop
Aquatic Hitchbhikers” gives practical advice for
boatics on how to check their gear for ~hitela-

hikcers® whidh could be transferred to a weed
feee zone.

We urge all anglers that usc our lakes and
rivers (@ do their bit to stop the further
invasion of thesce wecd pests, and to take
practical and responsiblc steps now, belore
it is too late. to protect lake Taupo from
greater threats and keep our two weedSfrec
and special lakes pristinc.
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‘The role of the Socicty is to promote and foster public interest in, wid understanding of,
the Taupo fishery, other freshwater fisheriesand Feshwater coslogy through development
of the trout centre and wider promotion and education progranunes.
To Join the Society, fill out this form end send $25
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? Name:

Address:

Post to: Tengarire

enal Trout CentreSoeicty. P.O. Box 73 Turangi




Great at waders ...~ P !
boots . outerwear and clothing are vital pieces. of equ:ptm%n - G3 Goretex wader
we think they are just as important as your fod and reel. © = The most breathable, most puncture

resistant wader in the world.
Features advanced Goretex XCR
and an exira tough fabric on backs
of legs and seat Built in gravel
guards, storage pockets and hand-
warmer pockets.

Simms design.and manufacture the highest performance
vaders and fly fishing clothing in the world.. :

=or full technical details of Simms products vi“snb

[www 3|mmsf ishing.com =

Classic Guide

Goretex Wader

Simms top selling Goretex wader
worldwide. Superbly comfortable,
quiet, tough microfibre fabric. 16
sizes to choose from ensure

perfect fit.

Lightweight Goretex Wader
The most affordable, lighest
weight Goretex wader. Bootfoot
model available.

Freestone Wader

The finest non Goretex wader
on the market. Tough 4 layer
construction. Made in the U.S.A.

The New G3 Guide Jacket.
100% waterproof, exceptionally
breathable and tough as nails,
our G3 Guide Jacket is the most
functional fishing jacket made.
We've added more pockets, and
put themn right where you need
them.

Guide Boot Freestone Boot

Superbly comfortable leather A boot which offers quality, Guide Vest

boot, with outstanding durability and comfort at a You won't find a better all
protection and stability. value price. Choice of felt round vest. Lightweight
Choice of felt, felt studded or or felt studded sole. and a balanced tailored fit.
Aquastealth rubberised T

studded sole for added ki 2

durability, reduced water T Wadina Staff

absorbtion and less mud = i i ading Sta

build up. k'g:;‘:;"l‘i;';t::;;t N The world's finest wading staff. Lightweight, folds up

and stores in a neoprene pouch on your wading belt.
The coated wire cable retractor is far better than a
lanyard.

with lots of support. Choice
of felt or Aquastealth sole.

Wherever you fish, whenever you fish, we've got the gear IMMS

you need. For more information, visit simmsfishing.com Fisning Propucrs A Bozeman, MonTANA

Only available from: = Tisdalls Auckland = The Fly & Gun Taupo * Sporting Life Turangi * Tisdalls Wellington e Fishermans Loft Christchurch



SUCCESSFUL
WOMEN’S

T ANGLING
SEMINAR

ur f(irst e¢ver angling scminar
designe:d especially for women was
a rcal success Held on Queen’s
Birthday wceekend, June Sth, at ‘Uhe River
Walk, Yongariro National Tiout Centre, the
seminar incorporated indoor presentiations as
well as outdoor (lycassing demon:srations.
Petrina Francis, gave a prwscntation covering
the life cycleoftrout, how the Taupe tishery is
managed. and tipss on fishing for trout on Like
Thupo including methods, figs and seasons.
Carel Harweod.it proesioral grodk in the Turangi
area provided an inkeds ook at £y fishing equip-
ment and addressed seme of the concemns
wemen have who arc interested in tiking up the

by Peirina Francis
Pelrina is our
Progranune Manager
Ceomnianlty Relations
Pooto abowe:
Professlonal gride Carol
Harweed. gave a practt
cal talk on fiy-fisbing
Iefere the otslde cast-
ing demenstivitlons

spat. Hionwyn Witson, a leading New Zealand fiy
1ier derasnaratad her expertise and ted fies as a
Yo of mterestcd women booked ot

‘The sun shoncatjust the 1ight droc, as cveryone
went outside and tricd their hand at liy casting.
A generous morning tea kindly provided by
Bronwyn Wilson and a display of women's
fishing gear by Sperting Life added to the
atmosphere on the day.

Enthusiastic appreciation from the thiny four
women who attended, as well as favourable
comments attenaacds, confirmed that there is
a place for scminars specifically for women,
and so we intend to run others in the future.
Our very popular summer angling scminars
will again be held over the Christmas peciod
this year. These seminars are held outdoors
and provide information for both novice
and regular anglers fishing the lake. We will
conlirm rhe dates for these seminars in the
Nosvember issue of Trnget Tanpo

444 LAZERLINE® The Future of Fly Fishing

When it caanes (o supecior fly line s Corlud s 4d:4
LAZERLin® is “siaee.of-the-act . d:34 | AZERLine® com-
bioes in:voralive fetuees with Coctland's time 1ested zzlia-
bibi 1Y @hr techoiC12ns have developed 2 hardes covubs: that
[upascs 31l oAGTs oo the it You will instenily notioe
e smoothness and distance wath your first cast

431 LAZERLINC'S® stifier @ITRCD0N 2d inkoma) hibricsnts 01
10 1odce fricton and previde you widh s distanec line Ot is 3 Prec
plexsurc 1o cast, Tough beacy of fickd fosti'g, Comlandhas posfeat-
od the 1peis of 444 LAZERLine® spoific 1o e line weight The
smabier lir ¢ wABhS have longor fioat Lpars fev aaarae avd deb-
Gitr PGOTAOA The Ly linc w Bights hon ¢ shorer front Tpers
for mcxe (UMM ¢ Ao

To umde your &ste oare ooy k.6 28 (A ZBRL® o
‘oo™ argraa) i Hie e and weigh for 170 hasle rrzifia-
Sona N mesvy sichiers! We'se also locRided a oop comnector
Torens yehuagoorcrof yourieatons Availabk lewe ghkFeews wl-
#5.10 welglts, Fly:nc coteurOlve and Chatowe:

WHAT MAKES A

LAZERLINE
DIFFERENT?

Tieehrucal design built for
Az e with S elicare
preseniations

o)

Move durable firah than
compeltor's line:s

Advanced faoat Baper for
tigkres bbogs and longer.
more deleate cosss

LAZERLine s® fresh-

m U\ZEHUNE water Olive colour /
e ————————————

Taper Weights
WFRocka  5.10

Suggested uses
The perfect mymph or dry fly

line when distance is crucial

Core Colour
35 vards Nylon braid  Char., Olive

Distributed by Douglas Johnson & Co Ltd
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Bl e T g
Peter & Chris Stewarl Ph.

To advertise in the Taupo
Field & Stream Directory and reach 12,000
annual fishing licence holders,
contact Peter Mclntosh on (09) 634 1800

* Breakfast - aavavssaeuaa

+64
253 Taupahi Road, Turangi, New Zealand
Fax: +64 7-386 8534 Email: founders@ihug.co.nz web:
e founders.co.nz

* 30 ios romWhadapeps inowbekd =
+ 193 o b 0 Nl ok & Laee | onoe owed)
+ Liod Reacyy (et ) m 22 addrwe @itR s
« || sabbc onctned eeits ol fare K viws
+ erd ot » Bk Dz
+ Kobae Sames s « Moot B i 3
* Hire beas aad fbing ger- Fiiy g s 3l
< Waf a0 tandorg o » Couptire @ - posp it

Liule Waibi, Tel:(07) 3868011
P.OBox 11, Tokaanu. Fax:{07)3867513

L _ewangre

Hlenien o
Usages
Pacbant, SMekes Vetison

1 Smaded Salman - bt or
0id smoked

B Smotwed Chickens

B Gauimet Producis —Jar's of
SaUeses. Muskrds, Jms etc.

B Home Ki precessing
availahle

MAF apprwved piemises

Oont Forget Traut
Smoking Availzblet

Alpine Smokehaus
(Formally Terangi Smokehouse) Shop 37,
Town Centre, TURANGI. Phone 07-386 0235
Fax 07-386 0335 After Hours 07386 8454

“Gourmet foods the old fashioned way”

GOUAMETY FOO®S THE
OLD FASHI®ONED WAY

modation to the most productive trout fishery

in New Zealand. Short or longer term rental for
fisherman, tourists, skiers, frampers on the
Tongariro crossing, stressed city folk wanting
some time out in a quiet and interesting location.
Ph: 06 385 802
or visit www.browntrouthouse.co.nz

MOTOR LODGE
TURANGI

MOTEL COMPLEX,
CONFERENCE CENTRE, MOTORHONE PARK

3t Camfartable Accomodation Units set in 7.8 acres of
Parklana *Ceonfernce Hatl and equipment available « 20 pgiat
Ma: orhome (Park 3 0d amenities block « licensed Restaurant

and bar « VWheeichalr Access * S wil paal * Fen aud =

Private Spa Poals « Sauna « Garneas mnm-Enenswe hlld en’s
lay area ~ GuYst laundry « O King & Hmr\g
qu| ) = 100m Gol ¢! anqe~ Onsm s

smokensuse -Amrm B031 & Car parking * Pé|vate Helscopters

wetcame = Trout (ishing, whitewater ra’ting & deee Nunling

guides arsanged.

CNR STATE RIGHWAY ONE ANO APAHOR| STR « PO 34X 142 +
URANG| + NEV/ ZEAUAND  PHONE-07 3957515 FAX. €7 38-7500

0300 Globug {CBO8 456 284) Website:Htp/ pridands o0 ne

N A
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(
Creel Tackle H me‘;@

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Tax 07 386 7929

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS
@ Quality fly tying materiats

@ Hire tackle

@ Open 7 days

Central North Island Agents for:

NG SP
i f‘\5\—\ Ecy 4(,
N Wy
< >

River and sweean ly tishing
Wilderness adventures
Heii-fishing or caft-fFishing
Giftvouchers & package buokings

An equipment supplied
Mobile: 021 638 242
Te: 07377 0035 Fax:07 377 0135
Website: wiwww.nzfiyfish.conz
Email: u2fish@nzfiyfish.co.nz
PO Box 1585, Taupo, N2
Bookitigs Reconmmended

Bert s Retreat
Hatepe, Lake Taupo
Fz':s/J the .befautz'ﬁtl
Hinemaiaia Riwer
3 bedreom bach to rent

Phone 04-802 4773
or 021 461 956

Ph/Fax:
George & 073783714
Carol Blake ‘\ Afier Hours:
i 07 378 8188
147 Tengarirg Steee 4
Mevite:

Taupe

Specialising in:
» Fresh & Sattwater Tackle
© Rod & Waders Hise

# Fishing Licences

¢ Hunting Permits ¢
 Fishing Guides & Boat Charters

AR 683 A277

+ Right'on the banks of the world famous
Tongarico Rive'r
* Inexpensive riverside accommeodation
T\wn/Doubles from $55 pec night
A’«s:s)wtd Kitchen/Bicing Rostn with all facil iras.
Lounge with epen fire and sun decks.
lable.

¢ Fishing guides

15 Taupehi Road, Turangi

New Zealand. Ph: (07) 3868 150
Fax: (07) 386 8150

Tongariro River Raf ng offers you superb
nymph and dry fly fig atet

We ‘upplv sumpru0u,,

Don't j

For Roffing and h‘ah‘ Fishing in ihhr orth I3 hnd contact:

Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting
PO Box 281, Turangi.

Ph: 0B00 10 10 24,  Fax: 07

Tauranga-Taupo Flshmg
Lodge

Lake Taupo * New Zealand

Right next to the
Tavrmanga Tavpo River

® Motels - Cabins - Camping Ground
® Fish cleaning room & frrear
® Fishing guide available

Ph (07) 386 8385 ® Fax (07)386 8386

LA T L



* TARATA FISHAW.

©« ACOOMMODAT ION « GUINEN QR UNGUIBED FISHING *
Sttuated in the remote Mok Valiey where the gickiresque
Rangltike] River meets th: rugged Ruahine Ranges. Unigun:
Woud i right at our deorste
Lacation, location, focation New! River Retreat
Spa Bath, Homestead, fisherman’s Cottags, Trout
Fishing, Rafing, Tramping, Spotlight Safaris,
Camp Qut's, “Mini" Goll, Clay Birg Shooting.

YourHosts: Trudi &
Stephen Matiack,

§ Ph: 06 388 0351.

Fax: 06 388 0964

¥ gmalt; 1smawar@xie.cont

Web, wwwrats_o.nz

* All standards of
accomodation
from $25 per night
per person

* Self catering facilities
and BEQ areas

* Fire side Bar

* A La Carte Restourant

TM ra Hﬁ | d * Micro Brewery

na .
w Zga a : Spa & Sauna
Ng 1e Hig"‘"“ * We'll even cook
pdioin® ste your cotchl

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106

Kawmanawa ‘Bistie
LICKNCED RESTAURANE
at the Kaimanawa Lodge, Turangi

Delicious food
for hungry fishermen
HOSI3: Jim & Rae Magan
258 Taupahi Road
Phone 07 386 8709  1%ax 07 386 8768
Mobile 025 955 230
Einail j.rmagan@®actrix.co.n:

sages

 [3k® yorr, campuig inquiet

Daywtihbeslca. A maiEna
°55Muwfuram lles ﬁ&/
.
ol o s
o snuc.arsram tarhieg:tully = % Budgel Cadins
equipPEg. ingwwnveddinn = Bresilecarnarns
E3tilites chote; Kicdeo, Oiri .7y, | Peefilecincietc

Showats, 165, 12K Feh -W;ﬂﬂhlwmaw&n
theg oo e, 880, 859 00| regiim e 3
x 1 i * Lanndies widapmesditwaskn

moehves, OYs & 40N
17007 B8D2reas « ToM Tensis
+ Do es Py Arie o Rlegioce

« FiRheteanm ares § lrdeeem

*30ml i

© 33ymingtps<ields

© Permenan! 51w availa

13 Parekargadalanga

Mo, v Eax‘;l Tura"al
7

2 hotn CETRS: 07 1887|52

Phone 07 3

Fishing/Holiday Bach

Can’t afford a holiday home?
—What about a permanent site for
your caravan for fishing or holidays.

(nEgEERE R Windsor Lodge

* 2 minutes from Motel & Caravan Park
Waitahanui River. SHA1 Wanahanur

* 2 mins from fake front: Tau|
+ 10.mins from Taupo. Phone fo?} 78 6271
07) 378 6246
ernall

* Fish cleanmg room

. Rod & wader hire,

* Shop. windsor.lodge@xira.co.nz
We also have avallable: 8 Fully Self Contained Units,
Basic Cabins and Temporary Caravan and Tent Sites

&&5 DBSOUTEL? ANGLING

Tongariro River Raft Fishing

Upper Tongarirg River December - May
lL.ower Tongaiiro River « ALL Year
$495.00 for two anglers per day

Join fan Ruthven for the BEST fly fishing
adventure of your life.

PH 0800 35 34 35
ian@wildemess.co.nz
www.nzflyfish.com

@LLB‘R D LODG £

y

Turangi
Budget priced accommodation,
big on comfort and service.
s ;‘;aa?; stwvr‘zﬂd r‘L’%’E rooms z1evd heliday
hemes vailable.
= Freezer and fish smoker.
* GUdeS i ed.
Caf Andrew for bo,
Ph (071386 8281 Fax 107)386 8283

Raft Fishing Specialists

email: bellbird@eap.eg. 1z

273 Taupehi Rd
Turangi, New Zealand

Ph: 07 386 5441/




THE SFB50 As boat designs evolve over time there
occasionally emerges a design that nears perfection. Handling
characteristics that are sporty in response combined with a ride that's so
nice and comfortable, Mum and the kids will just love it. The Haines Hunter
SF650 is this boat, Designed for people who need more lifestyle options

from their boat the Haines Hunter SF650 adequately provides the right

THE SECRET IS

platform for fishi

SFE50 and experience a new it : : 5&'{(3‘ )
. - Al

. HAINESJHUNTER

IN THE RIDE 4% 6 o

Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, B0 Cawley Street or PO. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland New Zealand. Phone 08 579 9661, Fax 09 525 0173,

SALT 20728 FG



the art of performance

Made from a soft, quiet Gore-Tex® fabric, our Matuka Jacket features
an ergonomically designed, detachable hood. The insulated collar fights
off even the most ferocious Tongariro zephyr. Super comfort cuffs sporta
non-snag stretch finish, while sieeves are anatomically shapedto allow

the most amazing amount of freedom when casting.

Pockets (self-draining of course)}are strategically
placed, with
handwanmers
underneath.

Generous while
not cumbersome, the versatile inner pocket under
y your stormflap has ample room for keys. licences and those |

brag photos you always like to carry around.

GUARANTEEOD TO KEEP YOU ORY.®

FOR YOUR FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE OF THE ENTIRE SWAZI® RANGE OF PERFORMANCE

CLOTHING CALL INTO YOUR LOCAL FISHING. HUNYING OR OUTBOOR STORE.
ALTERNATIVELY, CONTACT S'WAZI APPAREL ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS: Proven Performance and Comfort

TEL (06) 368 4822, FAX (06367 9246, EMAI{: outdoors@swazi.conz. WEB: wwwewazicone

THE WORLDS' MOST DURABLE OUTDOOR CLOTHING - MADE IN NEW ZEALAND




	Target-Taupo-46-0001
	Target-Taupo-46-0002
	Target-Taupo-46-0003
	Target-Taupo-46-0004
	Target-Taupo-46-0005
	Target-Taupo-46-0006
	Target-Taupo-46-0007
	Target-Taupo-46-0008
	Target-Taupo-46-0009
	Target-Taupo-46-0010
	Target-Taupo-46-0011
	Target-Taupo-46-0012
	Target-Taupo-46-0013
	Target-Taupo-46-0014
	Target-Taupo-46-0015
	Target-Taupo-46-0016
	Target-Taupo-46-0017
	Target-Taupo-46-0018
	Target-Taupo-46-0019
	Target-Taupo-46-0020
	Target-Taupo-46-0021
	Target-Taupo-46-0022
	Target-Taupo-46-0023
	Target-Taupo-46-0024
	Target-Taupo-46-0025
	Target-Taupo-46-0026
	Target-Taupo-46-0027
	Target-Taupo-46-0028
	Target-Taupo-46-0029
	Target-Taupo-46-0030
	Target-Taupo-46-0031
	Target-Taupo-46-0032
	Target-Taupo-46-0033
	Target-Taupo-46-0034
	Target-Taupo-46-0035
	Target-Taupo-46-0036
	Target-Taupo-46-0037
	Target-Taupo-46-0038
	Target-Taupo-46-0039
	Target-Taupo-46-0040
	Target-Taupo-46-0041
	Target-Taupo-46-0042
	Target-Taupo-46-0043
	Target-Taupo-46-0044
	Target-Taupo-46-0045
	Target-Taupo-46-0046
	Target-Taupo-46-0047
	Target-Taupo-46-0048
	Target-Taupo-46-0049
	Target-Taupo-46-0050
	Target-Taupo-46-0051
	Target-Taupo-46-0052
	Target-Taupo-46-0053
	Target-Taupo-46-0054
	Target-Taupo-46-0055
	Target-Taupo-46-0056
	Target-Taupo-46-0057
	Target-Taupo-46-0058
	Target-Taupo-46-0059
	Target-Taupo-46-0060

