TARGET TAUPO

A newsletter for Htfﬁters and Anglers
in the Tongar:ro/ Taul)o Conservancy

4»7»

MARCH 2003, ISSUE 42

Depa.rtment of Conservatlon
Te Papa Atawhaz




FRESHWATER LEADER | FRESHWATER LEADER
| ~ Supple Butt | Supple Tip Stiff Butt [ Supple Tip

An Evolution in Freshwater Tanered Leader Desion
How o Youlike'em o, 0y o1 SEFE?

Frod Hair ' Tapered Leaders are the world's first knotless tapered

The Mos1 Revolutionary Freshwater Tippel, Leader & Bult Maleriats leaders available wilh eithier supple or stiflbutl sections.

Etgh Per fou mance bppet and kagur malenals. High sbenh 90 piayme uses GaMMKS exehcsve propeldry Supple Butt Tapered Leaders - Foag Hai SukAe 8ua - Supple Tip Tanered Leacers have an exta
precess ha: dramalicaby lnerexses Bie s2zsicily. syppleness ant *Swock Resisianes” of ihe nialenal whit: sungle dUtt 52cten 10 p7Wde 3 nghier1n®p and a acttet Narieet fo Bie mos slealthy weesenialion
aghievx an [ncredply 3agh svengWh i dianieter S0, Suppleness and 0w cod memddy make e materal possEl. The 1&ra Subhe RO afiers SUPET drwt staicilh, iowes ble Wughness erd biditin sheck
easy Iodiandle and tie knels that draw down STOGTY (1 tighier SNORDeY, more securs teslsiance wiih Ve most aiurel, drag-ree peesemtation of Any tapred kader
Knot. TIe resul |s 3 e mafkeal ¢ag-free prasenRom 107 rgre dies and E
twooli-ups and greases ghna capabiBy.lor landiag more 2nd bigger fish.

Supsla Butl Tapered Leaders
19 Dianalsy

LER) R_| Oon Dlacwinr | Leafer Lunsn
Sue| Diemely | T Temangs | Elasticity| Spood Lengtn fength | Oo8 Pamedar |t E

= —
[ XAt /a6y | N a2.0vd5/3) 4 E eI QK”IZ\“
X 5 493/220y | 3% | 38yeu M « 2412l ssn/2sm
% | 807117 625/2682¢ | 2% | R2Bys/IM by

L YRIE 32.005/3) M 021

X 11AR/SSH | 33 39532608/ 30 M x 8Dt

" 2 13ID/595K | 96% | 3280ds/30M

ox 12, 15Mbs 684y 32 Byds/ 30 M

868 Bom Taperedleasery

3ill Bul Tapered Leaders - Frop Halr Sttt Bult - Ste Tlu_ﬂlsmv Tastsue it

EW
2 AGENCY FOR
SO Won! s Pae0e0 0 GG U i 81 veen KiLWEl.L) A
Designed In The Lab - Proven In The Field

K“_WELL " THROUGH
' /

cestance that dMivs iz mest naiure, dra-ree preseation POSINC,

DPresentation

INNDO TION

Designing functional rods with features that work, paying close attention to every last detail and
backing what we make with our personnel guarantee is the Kilwell Rod Craft seal of quality

Only KILWELL ROD CRAFT NEW ZEALAND MADE RODS come with a Special 5 Year
Unconditional Rod Blank Guarantee - Regardless of the circumslances of any rod blank
damage or breakage KILWELL will repair or replace the rod free of charge. This warranty
iz in addition to the KILWELL liletime warranty covering manufacturing defects.

= 3 models available #4/5, 2567,
Anglers demand better, stronger reels #7/8/9 it

. 2 n S = Lightweight aliami
[ g5 @/—J| 'ntroducing the latest atiiition conscton
e ot tothe TiCAFamily e
FISHING TACKLE

Smooti disc drag system
Precision frame along with the unique wooden Cotniot bakancad spoel
handle provide performance as well as comfort.

Exposad im
Perforated spoof and cage 'S

KILWELL s / Recommending

ssncesone QUL there and doing it!



TARGET TAUPO

A newsletter for Hunters and Anglers
in the Tongariro/Taupo Conservancy

MARCH 2003, ISSUE 42

Published by

Taupo Fishery Area

Depattment of Conservation
Tongariro/Taupo Conservancy
Private Bag, Turangi, New Zealand
‘Telephone (87) 386 8607

Front cover: Gary Greenhaigh with a brown treut caught in
Cherry Bay, Lake Taupe. Phete: Brendon Mattheus.

ISSN 0114-5185

Production and advertising by Fish & Game New Zealand
Contact Peter Mclntosh: Telephone (09) 634 1800
Facsimile (09) 634 2948



CONTENTS

TaupO Fishing DISUGCE MAP- ....vevoiursrerrmnic oo csie ittt e s fois b i rnen i r o a
BULOFIAN vuonos vevommagicrssiinrasrssssraserasyasssnsusesstsestasmsnassesoesn srosaseneans psaseptam Snakites - oobs 4
by Paddy Gordon

‘Trebke HOBKS FOr TAUPOT «.vvivsirrrssessressnasssrsemsissnssiessessiensaiaes S

by Michel Dedual and Glenn Maclean

FisHV-Rreams spem. . Scup Ereny onl)
by Michel Dednat

Fish Salvage on Wairchu Canal -

.

Compliance and Law Enforcement Update

Angling Seminars

Evening Doy Fly Rshing onTaupo Rivers
by Dave Hart

‘The Fishing Scason - Good Reports from Western Hlays P A g 23

Just anether day’s fishing in New Zealand? ... .. 26
by Bernie Baker, Bainbridge fsland. %sbm\gun, USA

An Unusual Catch ... R e L W 30
Kids' Fishing Days, 2003 .. TR
Distributien of Target Tuttho .. ) |
Slip-1G- ) FRERRIRA RIVET L IS8 AT 1 oo L oo R L s 32
The view's expressed in
Yerget Tanjro are those of Tauranga-Taupo River Back in O1d Channeh it 34
the contributors and do
not necessarity reflect Fishery Area staff changes .oooooinivn. R 38
Depertment of ;
Solid Season . A e s, 11T e st B (D)

Counseruation policy :
by Gleun Maclean

‘Waimarino River Works oy [ Ve B L o ite e 48
®rganisations and [
wgencies are welcome to Tracks Update | " e SIS e e T S £
privtarticles in cn
unattercd form from this Smcit Monitoring : 44
gyt ghg 200 TeamProfile ... e L R e I

Sulf acknowtedgement is
given to the Deparfinent
o/ Conservation

The printing of
iformation in ary otber
Joraz requires the express
peruiission of the
Couserrator
TongarivosTaun
Conservanc),
Department of
Conservatton, Turangi




Tongariro/Taupo Conservancy

TONGARIRO/TAUPO
CONSERVANCY

BAY Olj PLENTY
CONSERVANCY

%

Raetihig- -

- N () Conservancy Oftice \\\:t}\_
WANGANU! ; e

@ i Conservancy 8oundary
CONSERVANCY

o 10

: =N = Land Administered by DOC

20 30km
L i}
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Commuuenity Relations
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Manager

Recreational Hunters and Their Relationship
with the Department of Conservation

Over the years [ have been saddened to sce a deterioration in the relationship

between the Bepariment and its staff and reercational hunters and hunting groups.

1 believe for the interest and benetit of both parties we need to tusn the relationship
around and try and work on the positives that do exist between us

Reereational hunting for introduced species within New Zcaland has a long and difficult
past. In pacticnlar deer have gone through periods where they have been managed as game
animals and in some cascs for a short period of time have been legally protected. From those
carly times where deer were looked at by officialdom in a more positive light,attitudes have
changed. This change in attitude has been brought about by the concern for the ongoing sue
vival and protection of our indigenous flora and fauna. Damage done to our forests by deer
and other introduced species has had a devastating impact that must be halted if we are to
re(ain any semblance of our indigenous heritage

Under current jegislation rhe present status of deer is wild animal, under the Wild Aninal
Control Act. Responsibility for theircontrol on public land it manages. on behalf of the people
of New Zcaland, rests with the Bepacrment of Conservation. Decr being treated as a pest,and
at times the contcol measures used for other pests by the Bepartment, brings recreational
hunters and the Bepartment into a confrontational sitvation, Many hunters disagree both on
the need for control measures and the methods used to reduce deer numbers. This conflict of
interest and beliefs have in my opinion Ieft the hunting community with a feeling of not being
listened to and excluded frorn mainstream conservation, TheY therefore see themselves at odds
with the Bepartment over the way much of the public land they arc interested in is managed.

Given the resources the Department has to operite under, itwill not be possible to control all
pests over all the public land that it manages. Therefore, there is a need to prioritisc our etforts
across the full spectrum of ecosystems and sites. Off shore islands offer great opportunities to
temove pests. They provide a safe natural habitat for many of our endangered species, but do
not solve all the problems. There are also tracts of forests. wetlands and tussock grasslands on
the mainland thac are worthy of the highest protection that we can give them. At the other ¢nd
of the spectrum there are large arcas on which we will only be able to control pests Iess inten-
sively. It seems obvious to me thar recreational hunters have a role te play with the
Department in helping te control deer numbers in thesc forests.

Hunting s a legitimate usc of public land and BOC has a strong intcrest in nurturing a positive
relationship with hunters and hunting groups. There arc many ways in which we can work
together (or the mutual benelit of both parties and the envirorunent. There are large tracts of
remote back-country where hunters are the only regular visitors and the only impact on deer
numbers is by recreational hunting These same hunters can also be a great source of infor
mation le POC on such things as hut and track conditions and, with some teaining, specics
monitoring could be added to that list.

1 would dare to suggest that hunting of an animal is not the only part of a hunter's enjoyment
There are many hunting trips where animals are not taken, however the experience of the sur
rounds, the wildlife and the company that is shared makes the trip worthwhile and memorable
The sharing of new experiences with fellow hunters and the enjoyment of the mountains,
rivers and forest that make up the environmem arce part of the overall challenge.

Many of the elements of our back-countty experiences and DOC's aspirations for our environ
mentare shared with the hunting community: jct's build on these positives and who knows
where this route will take us.
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ast year as part of a detailed review of

the Taupo Fishing Regulations we

sought anglers' views as to the appro-
priatencess or not of the current regulations.
Fighey submissions were received covering
the whole gamut of regulations and express
inga widerange of views, However no one
suggested that the use of treble hooks he
permitted.

Concurrently Fish and Game New Zealand
have suggested allowing the use of treble
hooks over the rest of New “caland as part
of a standardisation of their angling regula
tions The debate stimulated by this has

10 ensure tbe sustainability of the Yaupo Fishery it is
essential that-anglers successfully jefease undersized tront

such ers thls fish
Ea £
- Pheio: Glewrn Maclean

‘:ggkgr oy Fishery Manager

caused a number of anglers and several
angling clubs to approach us. concerned we
might be considering a similar regulation
change at'lisupo.

The following is a summary of our asecssment
of the appropriatencss or not of allowing tre-
ble hooks in the Taupo Fishery. This assess
ment applies only to’Taupo and there ar¢ clear-
Iy many factors which need to be considered
which may or may not apply elsewhere.

The Taupo Fishery is heavily utilised and
compulsory catch and releasc is an essential
component of the fishing regulations to
ensure that the fishery is not over-harvested.
At the low point in the lishery in 1990 we
cstimated the annual angling harvest was
175 tonnes or 30% and 50% the total esti
mated trout production in 1988 and (989,
‘This is a considerable proportion of trout
production aud significantly higher than the
best estimates of the theorctical “maximum
constant catch”; that is, the catch estimated
to be sustainable at all future levels of pro
duction. As a consequence, bag and size lim-
its ar¢c now dcliberately set at much more
restrictive levels that requirc anglers to
return a signilicant portion of their catch.
However, these restrictions only work if the
vast majority of the fish released actually sue-
vive the expericnce. Ignoring any ethical
debates for the time being. the use of treble
hooks could oinly be considered if they did
not significantly increase the mortality of
caught and released fish.

In the context ot managing the Taupo Fishery
the issues that must be considered extend
heyond the app!ication of a simple mortality
rate derived from elsewhere. To compacc the
mortality between different types of terminal
gear also requires know ledge of the catch per
unit of effort for the diffecent gear types
employed in a tishery and the proportion of
anglers using those gear types

Review of the literaturc en
heeking mortality

Hookling morality is commonly cxpressed
as the proportion of fish caught that die
shorely afterwards duc to injury or stress
directly attributable to specilic angling gear.

w



The need tobetter understand hooking mor-
tality :mc{ its causes was first rccognim'g dur-
ing the 19405 dnd the emphasis of subse-

quent research;has been towards establishe =

ing fish losses attributable to differcnt types
of hools and lures. The published informa
tion on hooking morta'ity is vasc and in this
article we summarize and synthesise the
results obtained from approximately 200
studics to compare the mortality caused by
single and treble hooks It is important to
note frem the outsct that not all of these
studies were done under similar conditions.
For example, the number and specics of fish
uscd. the duration of the mortality monitor
ing following release, the handling of the fish
and the water and air temperature during
the experiments  were  highly  variable.
Nespite the number of studics there are a
paucity that have focused specifically at
comparing mortality in rainbow trout
caused by single and treble  hooks.
Nevertheless it is possible to make some
genceralisations.

From the small data base for rainbow trout
there is no clear cvidence from the pub-
lished literature that the hooking mortality is
diffcrent between treble and single heoks.
Some studics report that mortality is higher
using treble hooks. others that its lower, and
yet others that there is no difference The
studics ceporting a smaller hooking mortali
ty for treble hooks explain their cesults by
saying that singlc hooks arc taken farther
imo the mouth and inflict a more scrious
wound. ‘Ireble hooks, due to theie configu
ration, gencrally lodge in the mouth causing
many superficiat injurics. However, there is
ncarly 100% mortality if treble hooks
become tangled in the gills. Many studics
support these observations.

‘There are also many studics conducted on
other species thatindicate the mortality sates
are sumilar using these two gear types A
review of 18 hooking mortality studicson vae
ious trout specics demonstrates no difference
in mormlity rates between single and treble
hooks. However, the size of the teeble hook in
relation to the size of the (ish caughtis impor
want. WWhen small treble hooks are used they
arcmore casily ingested than single hook flics
and cauvsc significanty highcer mortality

Trout caught on treble hook equipped artiti

cial lures sustain more physical ttauma than
those captured on single hook flics, as ¢vr

denced by the higher incidence of bleeding

“fish.  Onc¢ study reports that over half

(57.4%) of trout capturcd on spinncers with
treble hooks were hooked in a location
other than the jaw and 27.8% were bleeding
when unhooked. Only 13.6% of trout cap-
tured with flics were hooked in a Jocation
other than the jaw and only 2.5% of thosc
were bleeding when unhooked. Some stud-
ies conclude that salmonids hooked in a
non-jaw location (gills, ocsophagus, tenguc,
or cye) are four times more likely to die
regardless of hook type.

Another study reports that 86% of land
locked Adlantic salmon that were bleeding at
capture died. 1f bleeding at capture is con-
sidered a predictor of cventual mortality,
then the spinner hooked trout in this study
were abeut 11 times more likely to experi-
cnce delayed mortality than fly caught trout.

The studies presented in the licerature
review ageee on once point: lures cquipped
with treble hooks are difticult to disengage
from captured trout, particularly when
hooked within the mouth or in the gills, This
increases the time required to unhook the
trout and thus the actual handling of the fish.
The size of the treble hooks also af fects the
timc to unhook:

There is some disagreement about the rela
tionship between fishsizeand hooking mor
tality Somc studics report that heoking mor
tality estimates for treut are positively corre-
lated with size of fish while other studics sug
gest that it is independent of lish size.
However, the relative size: of the fish and the
heak is a factor influcncing injury location.
Proportionatcly larger hooks can lead to more
severe injurics than thosce from smaller hooks
in two ways. Firstly the longer points pene
trate more deeply before the bend of the
hook is recached. Sccond. the greater gape of
a large hook permits the hooks point to
impinge on central parts of the head before

the shank contacts the periphery of the jaw.

Onc study points out that a small fish is not
likely ro engulf a relatively large treble hook
far cnough in its mouth to become hooked
in the gills. 1n addition, the distance from a
point across to the shank on the teeble
hooks is too sma.l to allow casy penctration
of the biain or eye. However as the fish
become larger, the same hooks are able to
pass all the way back to the gills so that the
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infuries may become more scvere. Single
hooks of the same overall dimensions as tre-
ble hooks have a much larger gape and can
casily penetrate the brmin or eye. ‘There is
unfertunatcly ne appre-
priately designed study
that we are awarcof that
concentrates en ebserv-
ing mor:ality over a full
range of fish sizes for
lixced heek sizes and
types. Such a study weuld provide the ulti-
mate verification ef whether treble er single
heeks cause the greatest hooking mortallity

The hooking cfficiency of the difIerent types
of heoks is also iumportam but there has
been limited rescarch on the hooking effi-
cicency of single versus treble hooks. One

...despite the abundant
literature on heeking mertali- NIRRT WId

ty there is a paucity of data
specific to steelbead.

study reported 41.9% of cohe salmon
boeked on treble hoeks were lost cemparc:d
te 33.3% for single hooks Other studics sug
gest that lures which exhibit vigerous wob-
bling action when retrieved appear less like-
ly to be deeply cngulfed and consequently
cause less mertality. Involuntary losses and
their lethal er sub-lethal dffects s an imper-
tant factor but unfiortumatcly there is insuff
cient data for a propcr evaluation.

Ilooking morality can differ substantially
from one species to another. “Chis means that
for a mixed pepulatien ef trout, such as in
Taupo, the hoeking mortality may not be the
samc for brown and rainbow trout. ‘the lit:
crature suggests that eveiall brewn troutsur
vive hoeking and rclease better than caia-
bow treut. Taupo rainbow trout more dose-
Iy resemble steelhead trout in their biology
and size than the small riverine rainbow
which have generallyr been  studied.
However, despite the abundant literature on
heoking mertality there is a paucity of data
specific to steethead. The enly published
report dealing with moriality rutes among
steelhead invelved fish caught en bait and
artificial lures in Br.tish Columbia.

A useful study in the debate about treble ver-
sus single hoeks for ‘iaupe is the mor:ality
andstress experiment that we carried out 10
vears age (c¢ven theugh we didn’t dirczetly
cempare single with treble heoks). This
study confirmed similar studies in tlee litenm-
ture that heoling mortality decsn't always
occur immediately at release. Just because
the fish swims off apparently fine, decsn't
mean that it necessarily will survive. Qur
study' confirms that mest mortality occurs
within the first 24 hours after release but
other studies have shown it can eccur as
long as six days after relcse.

The literature review
indicates that in some

caught by anglers using
techniques considered
te represent  average
handling but in othcr studies the fish were
caugin by scicntists using carcful handling
techniques valike these practised in the real
werld. Indecd twe studies acknowledged
that fish capture and handlling overscen by
trained proficssional staff likely minituized
the mertality rates. Anether study felt that if
the anglers have forknewledge of the



frrespective of the type of
Book used. this fish is
witlileelyt 1o survive such
rough handiing

Phole: 1en Birch

cxperimept# goal, they will tey to handle
their ﬁs{in a matwes that would deducc,
mortality As hias been pointed out in many
psychological studics, subjects in  experi-
ments typically try to perform towird what
they perecive to be the expectations of the

peuple conducting the experiment.

intuitively it is a stressful experience for a
fish to be hooked, handled, and released. \We
don’t fully understand the Jong teem impact
of stress on fish physiol
ogy but it is now widcly
recognised that seress
may interfere  with
spawning success. The
stress studies we carried
out have shown that fish recover from the
physical exhaustion caused by the “playing”
if they haven't been pushed beyvond theie
However, the stress caused by
“fright” is more traumatic and lasts longer
Dutig the catch and rete.ascof a fish the

capacity

most stressful part of the “experience” for
the fish is the handling. indeed béing net-
ted, pulled ouc of the water, flapping on the
deck or ground, touched by something
much wanner than its own body and having

jts gills and organs squeczed during the

hook removal is not a picnic! Irrespective of
the angling methods usced: mis-handling of
the fish increases mortality. We have all seen
fish swimming feebly on the surface tollow
ing misguided attempts to release them.

Anything which diminishes: cither the dore

tion or extent of the handling will improve
the odds of the fish surviving.

Studies have shown that the time a trout is
out of the water can play a signijic:mt rolce in
its survival, The diffcrence between 30 sce
onds and €0 scconds can be deadly for some
specices of trout especially the lurge ones i.e
the “trophies”. larger fish ar¢ also morc¢ dif-
ficult to handle hence higher handling.relat-
e mortality would be expected with
increased length Unfortunately the informa-
tion on hooking mortality in trout longer
than £0 cm is virtwdly absent from the pub-
lished litemiture

The Taupo Situation

If we group all of the studiesin our litctrure
search into either increased, reduced or no
cf'ect on mortality from using treble hooks

then there are similar numbers of studics in

cach category. Howeyver, to then suggest that
the evidence that treble hooks increase mor-

Jish safely cannet bejustified.

_t:lliQ' is equivocal would be somewhat sim-
plistic for as we have highlighted the studies
are not comparing apples with apples.

There are severil points though wiich pro
vide clear direction over the use of treble
hooks in the Taupo Fishent Firstly the fish
ery requires extensive catch and rclease.
There can be littde debate that one of the
most important factors affecting fish survival
is the handling they receive during their
release.  Unfortunately
we have to acknow}

.any changes which make it
even more difficult to release

cdge that generally the
handling of fish at
Taupo is puor and Cur-
rently some ftish die
needlessty. Over the years we have adopted
several initiativves to address this and are
about 1 embark on several more. [Howcever
any changes which make it ¢ven more diffi-
cult to release fish safely cannot be justified.

It is the combined experience of our fisheny
staff as anglers using treble hooks in a v
ety ot fresh and salt water situations that
they make it more difficult to release fish.
Intuitiveely that is why anglers use them,
because they will heok and land more fish.
Such simple things as the sccond barb get




A montaful of barbs
icreases the baudiing
reguired to release tbis
mraiure fish wbieh wil!
decrecise éts ithelibood of
surviral.

Photo; Glenn Maclearn
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ting caught in the landing nct or on the side
of the fish’s mouth may rcquire the angler to
handic the fish longer or more tightly
Irrespective of whether treble hooks in
theqiselves cause increased mortality, this

increased handling when releasing fish will
aggeavate the mormlity @te.

Secondly, there is good evidence that small
treble hooks relative to fish size causc
greater mortality than large treble hooks.
presumably beause the large hooks are less
likely w beingested back into the gills U tre-
ble hooks were pernutted it would thereferce
be prudent to restrict them to a large relative
sizc to avoid damaging undersize fish.

Fish and Game New Zealand are sccking to
standardisc regulations acress the rest of the
country sothatanglers can be confidem that
they are not inadvertently iransgressing any
cegulations as they move around. However,
the size of treble hook that may be appro-
priate in many fisherics comprising relatives
ly small lish would ckarly be too small at
‘laupo where our minimum legal length is
45cm (a fish of approxinmately 1.2kg or
2.31b). So any regulation would need te be
different atTaupo which removes the advan.
tage associated with sundardising the regu
ltion with the rest of New Zealand

In summary

We believe that the differences in mortality
of {rout caught with different lures or hooks
arc duce primarily to differences in the frc-
quency and cxtent of damage to the gill arch.

¢s and oesophagus anca.  Certain lures or
hooksaremore likely to be engulfed deeply.
and thus are more likely to cause death.
Therefore the best way to reduce hooking
morality is to avoid methods that result in
deeply hooked fish.

Unforiunately though, imespective of the
methods used there is also significant mor-
tality causced by poor or prolonged handling
of the fish. In light of our own experiences
we believe that a single hook will be easicr
to remove (handling time and cffort
reduced) than anything with multiple
poiats. The cffect of this on the moriality
ate will be furlher increased when inexpe-
rienced fishermen and sadly even some
experienced anglers are releasing fiish,

In conclusion it is our view that the use of
treble hooks is not approprite in thelzupo
Fishery. Thisviewhas been endorsed by the
Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee.
However, it is impostant to note that the
Taupo Fishewy is quite different in the way it
fanctiems and how it is utilised by anglers to
other trout fisherics in New Zeahnd. The
arguments against the use of treble hooks in
this fishery may not be appiicable in other
fisheries where atch and relase in partiox
laris notan integral part of the mamgement
of the fishery.



oy Michel Dedual

nglers often talk tongue in

cheek about the fish being

aslecp to-explain their lzck of
success. Butdo fish veally sleep?

Sleep can be descobed as: @ gsycholo gical skate
of unconsciousness that s fully and casily
reversible fellewing sewe stimuli or a state of
relative uncensciousness @eqated with an
inactivity of the wluntary nuscie Sysiewn that
is needed periodicalfy. Early scientists and
philosophers saw slecp as a passive condision
wheie the brain is isolated from the other pasts
of the body. Alcmason, the Greek who founded
psychology, claimed that sleep was caused by
the blood reeeding from the bleod veescls in the
skin to the interior parts of the body. Acistotle,
another famous Greek philosopher, sugesete-d
that while food is bing digessed, vapours rise
from the stomach because of their higher tem
peratute and collect in the head. As the brain
cools, the vapours condense, flow downward
and then cool the beart which causes sleep. Still
others claimed that toxMins that poisoncd the
brain caused sleep,

Mosx than a thousand ycurs ago Sanskrit decct
ments from Hindu mythology suggested thatthe
human brain goes thiough aliternate periods of
awakening, sleep without dreaming and sleep
with deaming. & is only fty years ago, when
brain waves and later the dectrocncephito-
gtam were discovered, that neurobiology veri:
fied this hypothess. The most obvious diffier-
ence between the thiee swges isthe nature of
the clecarical activity in the beain Dusing sleep
without dreanmiing, electrical activity is com-
pesed of "slow” waves, However, during sleep
with dwaiming it is composcd of “fast” waves
similac to those genetated during the awakening
phase. This odd atribux: lcad Proficsser Michel
Jourct from the University of Lyon to establish
the notion of “paradoxieal sleep” to define the
physiologicat swte when a subject is sleeping
but displays mental activity i.e. dreaming.

To understand sleep and dreams we first need to

ense su-cp qiumih Ctmnq

;vmh hormone. conuvlhng nmy asprt{h of .

%@W

metabolism, phjsical giowth. and braindeveiop-
ment The finding that afer having beea slecp:
deprived fer 2 long period, people tend 0 sleep
longer when they have the opportunity ako
supparts the repair theoty. On the other hand
the adaptive theory stales that sleep cvoived
because-it prevented culy humans and asimals
from wasting cnergy and exposing themselves
to dangers of predators It was necessary for
theie sucvival.

Sleep in 6ish and other animals

The study of sleep and decams in animals and in
fish in panicular <kx-upics a very small pluce in
the voluminous literature on fish biology, proba-
bly because of the dificulbies of undecaling
expuiiments Fuithenmorz, it is not an €asy task
to cxtrapolate the observations made on
humans to animas without ¢atering into the
slippety and somewhat esoteric domain of*psy-
chophysics”. Not many scicniists are keen to
venure in there! However sene gencralisations
can be made:

Most animazlls have a duity pattern of rest and
activity, and in many spesics these daily cycles
are similar to us running around during the day
then lying down at night and doing nothing or
sleeping Jt is believed that fish are no diffcicnt,
although it isa conttoversial subject Seme fsh
keep very still.ex pesiencing a quiet period (qui
escence) thiat you might call sleep. Some ani-
011s have geally intens¥ng sleeping styles Fer
cexample, some birds sleep for brief periods with
one ey closed and it is suggested that at this
time onc hepvsphere of the brain is sleeping,
and the other isawake Hephaatssieep foc 3 to
§ houts, ol which two houss ate spent stunding
Dolphins skc:p about 36% of the day but onty
with onc half of its brain while the other half
cemaios aler:: The two hemispheres altemate
every one té.three hours duting sieep. Dolphins
keptin aquariums usually swim ia.circles in the
same dircction during sleep: These exaroples
highlight thut not all anirals need the semc
amount of sleep, fer exampk the wm slcf.‘ps
fi

1@@ restoration, and energy conservation, are
x;o(ulhzrcmlvmmspcnablc Many continuous-

ln.zlici'{
S8 Sikp ihers v&‘mﬂ@] Scoretion of -y swimming fishes would suffecate if they weze
10 stop swimming Sharks, tunas.bonitos, mack-
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Broun trout often lie sta-
tioner) en the bellen
bl whether Lbey are
actuality stecping is
anknairn

Phetes: Errol Cudly

crels,albacores.saimon and trout and ruany pec
tucnal,recf dwelling Gshes that school swim per
petaally. Their conspieuous habit of schooling.
greatly reduces nceds for sensory infortnation
processing, and provides the essential benefide
of duict wakefitlness and sleep

Fish at inncr positions within the school need
aet excrcise the full range of their sensory
capabilitics They have no need to Clisten®
“smell', or process complex visual infornita-
tion. They need only maintain awareness of
their position with 1espect to theéir neareist
ncighbours, which also can be aocomplished
with the latetal § ne systemn, On average, then,
the amount of sensory processing carried out
in the brains of inactively schooling fishes is
reduced greatty compared to the amount in
alert, solitary swimmers. In effect.the burden
of sensory processing is shifted from individu
als'to the entiic school collectively:

‘the most interesting fish as far as sleeping is
concetned is the parrotfish That fish obined
its name from the very strong beak and teeth
allowing it to-eat coral.-Once a Pareotfish has
chosen where to spend the ﬁi;hn they bygin
to secreic gclf.»\,_l',.lous mucus that sureustdsits
body, and that would be totally treasparent if
not for thesand grains tiar adhere-to-it. Some
species need appreximately onc: hour to'build
this cocoon or “sicéping bag®.

Somce scientists belicve s that the cocoon
bides their scent (rem predators like'conger
cels thatlocate their prey using the sense of
smell. Othersbelicve that it protects the
fish ffom some kind-of p:lrlsit?;"lha( sncaks
in to” spck thicie blood. Close obscrvation
reveals dug)the cocoon of the parcot fish
enters its mouth so that it can feel any
movement around the cocoon. Anccdotal
information suggests that parrot fiish slecp
is very heavy when they are in their sleeb
ing bags and hencc very casy to catch

Some fish can also undergo a yearly sleep-
cycle; they hibernate and their metabolic rte
slows right down. An example is fish which

sleep-through harsh periods of the year such
as the African lungfish, which buries itself in
mud and survives.the dry season pretected by
a cocoonofmudintheriverbed. Native mud
fishin NewZcaland also burrow themselvesin
the mud during dry conditions: however, they
don'temer into a ®orpid stage typical of slee

Adult trout {n Lake Taupo aie especially active

when smelt move frem the decp water to

concentrate at tiesurfkce of the Jake. Thisver
tical movement stam:s at dusk and fnishes at

dawn when smelt retum to deep water W

don't know how active the trout arc duining
the day and it s hard to say if they steep.
Juvenile trout in the tributarics oft ake Taupe

also have differcnt levels of activity ddough
out the day. ®ur underwater cbscrw(ion‘\sg.g

gests that in theTongarito River niany of theay

feed intensively at night but spend most of the

day hidden underactath sochs. But nyin/it is

dilticult to affien if they are sleeping or not

Brown trout é:m also be found motionlcss and
in posmures which suggest they are sleeping.
Most of the time they seek cover of some sort,
but sometimes, such as in the lower Tongarire
itnnsummer’ they can be seen lying on a sandy
bottom in very slow, shallow water.  Brown
trout in these postures are probably not feed
g because very litile food is avail:able.
Furthermore, the slow curtent means that
they don't spend any encrgy to light the cu

rent and they are probably resting Hévi":/v"e‘r,
whether they ane actually asleep. i${2guin

llll}{n.\\‘)’ﬂf

¥ N
Fish don't have eye lids and theicfieze cannot
close their cyes like us. HioWeven to survive
and avoid being caten trout have cvohed a
highly acute sct of sensery ergans. They hawe
a systern of nerve endings i the lateral line
that can dctect the appioach of danger
thuough vibrations in the wat'ec Watch a trout
inl the river“while you stainp oa the -bank:
though it may not see you, its lateril line will
warn the trout that you are there. 1ts fins may,
quiverand the fish wil fee.
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‘The werld of drcams

Scicnce acknowledaws that the awakening peri-
od is 2 n:quiremenn Lo suvive but the purpose
of sleep and especially the deeam periods
reqains today one of the most infuting cnigmas
of ocurobiclogy.

Fish, amphibians, und nzpikess show an alllesna
tion of activity ancl rest but don't show the jar-
adoxical steep phase. This means that with our
current undueestanding of the physiology of
dreams we believe that fish don'l deeam
However, birds and nammals do. Possums arc
ifedh& Aqramers: they can dnxim for six houss
* W day wherens chickens apparcntly deean foe
sanly 25 finurcs, 2

Why do »e droum? Saentis ane stili debesing
this onc Remembr they havent igured out
what most of our broin capacity is used for
much {exs what drcams are or why we deeasm.
“There ane several (hd'vrics, some sOiific and
oders pssychomwnalytical. - Until-someone can

National Trout Society

provt or disprove ont of these.thoanis, or pose
an altcrnate one. W ¢ ruitiain at=Square one. Our
knowledge as to-what cases us to deeam is lime
ited 10 the Eict that we do dream, and  that
dreans oocus danng the “paradoxical Meep™

But wity do.birds and mameats deeam but not
fish, amphibians, anc! eepliles? Conmary to birds
and manimeals which <k regutate their inteoni.
body  temperatuec  (homeothermous) 1ish,
amphibians and feptiles Gannot (poikiluther-
mous) ‘I is why saientsts believe that the
¢wolution of dreming coincides with the
homeothermin. Howeser the jury s stili debat-
ing i it is only a coincidence.

it may not he such 4 bad thing for a fish not to
dream. Inceedif ysu dreasn Y0 have 10 realise
that it was uareal. Inuigine a trout dresning that
sbags combing the river estuanes around lake
‘Fauporare juicy big koaco oe smelt. 1t would Ix:
much safer fer the trout 1o know nest time it
stes L shag whethie it isa dreamornot!

The centre is wanaged by the Department of Conservation in associttion with the
Tongariro National Trout Centre Socicly. The tole of the Sociely is to promote and
foster public interest in, and understanding of, the Taupo fishery, other freshwater
fisheries and feeshwater ecology through development of the Trout centre wider

promotion and ¢ducauon progtanunes.

To Join the Secicty. fifl out this ferm and send $25.

3 e T e RO e S

Address:

B

Post to: Tonzzariru National Trout Centre Saciety, P.O. 8ox 73. Turangi
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Fisbery Rungers (from
efr) Gerden McKenzie,
Harry Hamiélton, Dave
Hart, Reb fHeeid und Rey
Baker retrieve trout
stranded al be base of
one-of the drop chidvs in
the Wadreb Canal,

Photo: Glenn Mactecrt
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Fish Salvage on Wairehu Canal

Under the minimum flow sct feor the
Whanganui River, Genesis Power Ltd must
naintin a flow a Pirdaka of atleast29 cubic
metres X second {cumecs) or the matusal
fow, whichever is kast. In pmctice, this
means that ofien in late summer when the
natural flows fall below 29 cumecs, Genesis
must ccase diverting water through the
Western Biversion of the Tonganro Power
Development. Normally water is diverted

from the Whakapapa, Okupam, Mang: 1epopo.
‘Whanganui and Te Whaiau stecams into Lake
Oumangzkau aad on tlrough the Wairehu
Canal into fake Rotoaira

During those per.ods when the diversions are
fully closed (and no warer is enteang Lake
QOumangakau) there will also be no water
fowing down the Wairchu Cienal. Lt this situ-
anon the canal largely dadins apart fro m some




Roh Jieod (2fD) «nd
Dave Hert release the
recevered fish back o
Lake Otamangakan

Photo: Gienn Mactearn

small ponds at the base of each drop struc
ture.Any fish in the canal tend to concentiate
in these peels where they become stranded.

That there are trout in the canal puzzlcs
many anglers who are aware of the drum
screens to the entance to the canal which
act to stop [ish passing dewnstream.
However, cach year numerous tainbew trout
pass through the screcns as fry, although
brown trout do not. Rainbow treut fry
caught on the screcas often still have their
yolk sacs and so are newly emaiged. We sus.
pect that life history differcnces between
rainbow and brown trout mean that by the
time brown trout arrive at the screcns they
are toe large to pass threugh.

Once in the canal the fry thrive. For exam-
ple,this summer there were several hundred
very hcalthy juvenile trout of approximately
100mm to 200mm in lcngth lefi: suanded
when the canal was closed in late February,
duc to weather and flow conditions, By sein-
ingeach of the peels at the base of the drop
chutes we were able to recever just over 100
of these fish which were released back into
Lake Otamang:akau.

Genesis werk closcly with us over the sal-
vage, advising us when they are going to have
to close the canal to meet their legal oblliga
tions and Paying our costs te recover the fish.

Features include:

BEBFRREE: - ii:h Fly Reels —

o 4/M_ODULA wrs 1 VI

LARGE ARB®R FLY REEL

Modula represents a unique cembimation of perforaance.
practicality and cutting edge £y recl design, with fcatures which
cannot be feund anywherc else.

» Untigue Large Arbor Interchangeable Car'ridge system
* Fully CNC machined from Aeospase-grade aluminitim
* Trie Hard Anodised finisly

Distributed by NORMH stANO: R.A. Conaghac Ph 89 638 6100
SOUTH SUuierAlexto Sports 2000 Led Ph 03 477 9084 Amyiablcﬁvmgwdfmw tackle stores

* Destgred, mamsfuctuved and
assenbled in Britain
+ Saltwater resistant




[ Compliance and Law Enforcement Update

Fishery Arca suff working on our lake angler survey progtamme over the summer period have
conducted 691 angler interviews o dae and are pleased to repoct a high level of compliance
‘Together with these check.s, mnging activity on a number of dedicated b enforcement operit
tions resulted in 12 ofMenders being apprehended since the beginning of December. There were
a variety of breaches including pessession of undersize fish, exceeding the daily bag limit, jigging
within 300 metres of river mouth exclusion zenes and fishing with mere than one rod. Often the
oflending anglerswere visiters holidaving in the district and theie actions perhaps indictive of a
Iess cesponsible attitude to the regulations. ‘These examples provide a timely reminder for all
4 anglers to cnsurc they know the regulations, which is as simple as reading yeur Lishing licence

| Onc paricutar bugbear lor rangers isanglers who fail to arry their license when fishing. [t is dif
- licult for our saff*to deternine whether an angler who is not carrying their license hassimply left
it behind as they claim. or is in fact unicensed. To avoid the pessible inconvenience and embar
- tassmene of having your fishing geae seized until fucther enduities can be made, plase ensure you

carry vour license widi youatall times when lishing.

With river mouth fishing producing high catch cates, particularly in the Western Bays. ramgers have
undertaken a number of operittions @egeting night and early morting fishingactivity to address
concerns of possible overhacvest and out-ofhours fishing  @nly one apprehension for exceeding
the bag limit was made amd we were pleased to observe anglers disphying a good conscrvation
cthic and releasing many of their tish canght.a lthough the methods of seme left a little to be desired!

Whether undersized.or still recevering condition after spawning, these treut are important to the
future ofthe fishery and nced to be treated wih @re to enswee they survive: Angless who employ
poor fidh handling technique and treat reicased 1ish roughly oficn do as much damage as thosc
who ignere the rudes and take mere than their limit. When

Ay lers who obse
releasing an unwanaed trout, don’t drag it up the sand before N S

susiprected fltegal activity

removing the hoek - suppori the fish in the water while
wihoeking it and avoid squeceing the gut or putting fingers
into the gill arcs. Allow the fish ® recover and swim away
without providing the unwanted assistunce of your boot or
an accil Bunch to assist iton the way!

With the airtival of the main spawning scason for brown trout
and a comesponding incrasc in angler activity argeting

wre wrgeel to contect us
immediately. as informa-
tion 7> of mostuse if we
can respoud quickiy
During working bours
the contact uenber for
the fishesy Is:
(07) 386 8G07 und gfter

them, our monitering and surveillance of river and stream hours onthe DOC
mouthsin particular will continue fiotine: 0800 DOC HOT
(0808 36 24 68)

ANGLING SEMINARS
Every yar'laupo Fishety Arca saff osganisc and present two free angling seminars for ke anglers.

Thes: seminars are conlucte d as pagt of the depattments annual Sumymer Pragrasine. “ile semi
nars occur during late December and carly January when visitor numbers ar: at a peak. Designed
to improve the successand enjoyment of beacanglers, the seminars target those who are cither new
1o trout fishing or holiday anglers interested in leaming more about trout and how to catch mose
of them. Topics covered include: the life cycle of trout in Iake Tiaupo.when and where 1o lish suc-
cessfully. angling methods and cigs; basic ¢cho-sounder use, citch ad releise wechnigues and key
angling and beating regulations.

Over the past few years the seminars have been well attended and vesy well reedved. Many peo
ple retum year after year to ghin a bener undersanding of how the lishery functions and wags to
improve their success

In the future we also intend to cun similar seminars for anglers who fly fish onJTrupe’s many rivers
over winter. These scsninats will be based at the new auditerium at the Tongariro National Trout
Centre once this facility is complete.

Dates and times for future seminars will appear on the website (worvidec.govinz) and in Zruget
Faupo, nearer the time, We look forwvard to secing you there
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- River Works New Zealand.
Neoprene Chest Waders

. ) N.Z. prices for Chest
* 5mm premium olive neoprene Waders RRP $299

* Rubber hoots — fleeced

e Knee guards

* 3 piece crotch

e Stitched and taped seams
e Free repair kit

* | year warranty

Fleece-lined
wading socks
* 3mm premiu

quality
neoprene

* Special introductory price. Product due late April/May. Phone
0800 270 222 to reserve your once only introductory price. 7 day
money back guarantee if not 100% satisfied. $7.00 P&P N.Z wide

Excellent - _ «scoop purchasen
Uitra 3 floating flyline
* AST coated.

Eloati : Jitras * “N.Z Not flyline”
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By DaveHarl

Date is ibe Tuto
Fishery Areai.Ranger
based in Taufla

@ of the biggest misconceptions held by
angiers fishing at Iaupo is that the rver
fishing sason - ends with the onset of
spring aaid dousa’t swmer again® until the
next year's spawnilg runs bég'inA Thos¢
anglers: whot-have paid attention to the
trend of large late spawaing runs in recent
seasons have been rewarded with - some
cxccllcnll fishing through October and

Novembéer, but still the pcrccQ!ib‘nﬂmd_

largely-redained that rver f ishing ardaupo
was a winter af fuir only:

This summer the myth has truly been dis
pelled with large aumbers of anglers out
on Taupo rivers for the evening risc.
Where Bst summer saw a bumper cicada
hatch, providing anglers with some excel
lent fishing using large terrestrial patterns
during the day, this year the focus of atten
tion has bec¢n on fishing the reliable and
often spectacular evening hatches.

‘The evening rise may have been particulacly
p:_olif.ic this summer duc s the lazge number

of fish'still in the riverafier spawning Inaddi
tion, the stable fows over recent months
tave fivourcd both fish and fnscci-poduc
tion but neverthelessa strong cveningrise is
a fature of most suninlers, especially on the
Tongariro River. -

A numbcr of fuctors gombine to influence
wlty ihe'eveningund aftéedag: tisc can be so
much-more productive than fishing the same
water iluring the clay  Fistly, the sheer quan-
tity of feed. that becomus available during a
massed insect hatch is bound te be exploited
by the fish and a virtoal guatantec that those
fish present in a peol will be in fireding mode,
and hopefully easier to catch, for the durition
of the hatch.  While the topic of steeamside
enlomology is quitc fwcinating in itsclf, a
basic understanding of what is appening on
the water is sufficient for the avecage angier
to Sish the evening rise successfully.

Aquatic insects spend the vast proportion of
their lives in the larval or nymph stage
before migriting to the surface or river edge




[deal leccitions to fish the
cyeningrise inthe lower
and upper Tengarire
River:

FPbetos: Dave tHart

G r -
g theic metamorp hosis into
The time spent in the
nym phal stage varies considerably benveen
specics.even closcly related specic s, ana can

and complet
winged adults

range from six months to two ycars.
Geneirally speaking though, the fife cyde is
repeated -annually with breeding activity
concentruted mostly in the warmer svininer
months,

While midges make up an inyportant food
seurce for juvenile trout and to a lesscee
extent adult fish in Taupo rivers, it is the
may[fies and caddis whicb form the main-
stay of hatching aaivity and subscquently
6ood for the trout.  Mayflies will hatch spo-
radically during the day and early evening
but often lack sufticient numbcers to provide
a susmincd rise and perod of feeding from
the trout For the evening angler it is the
caddis flies which form the bulk of the sur
face insect activity, providing a long sus-
tained “hawch® ksting from dusk uatil well
into the night Generally itis this hatch that
anglers taaset, but having said that, on o cca
sions it is more produaive to fish a may fly
imitation patticutarly eadly in the evening
before switching to fishing a caddis pattern
asitgets dacker

Caddis aaivity is greatly infuenced by
weather.with warm windless evenin gs pre-
viding the most idk+al conditionsier the adult
flics te mate befere the females raurn tothe

surface of the water to deposit their cggs
Interestingly the teem “hateh” is oftén a mis
nomcr when examining what the insects are
acually doing. Cortectly used, the teem
describes the period when the nymphs rise
or czuwvl to the surface where the winged
adult will emerge from the split husk of its
former stage to mke totheaic The teem can
cause confusion, often being used to
desct:be virually any susface insect activity.
inclhuding when adult fiies are cither return
ing to the water surface after mating to lay
their eggs or wlien spent flics arc Jalling o
the water as spinneis. As tiout may feed on
the inseats at ¢ very stage of both the hatch-
ing and subsequent mating proass, the
hopefil angler needs to discern whatis actu
ally-geing on in order to both select and fish
a f.y patteen successfuly:

Coindding with this prolifetason of feod is
the second bene fit of evening fishing which
is failing light Fish which previously were
cither easily spooked or holding in deep
water giadually lose the natural caution
exhibited dusing the day and move up clos:
ertothesurface orintotheshallowstofeed.
This is particularly evident in the lower
‘lengasito where the farge brown trout that
are so notoriously difficult to catch during
the day b égin fe ading activzely. These fish can
be targeted by dry fly afier dask, aithough
the snags and obstructionsin this part of the

19



Tnundture rdinhou's
niecke wp a sigrificant
part of theevening ceich

Pholé: Spening 1ife
Turangl
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river make hooking these fish only a small
part of the challenge.

For the angler new to this siyle of fishing the
first recommendation is to check out the
ools youintend to fish during the day, A
quick reconnoitre ducing daylight can iden-
tify good places to cast to and land fish from,
snags or obstructions to avoid that will not
be visible at night,and also when targeting
browns a chance to spot where some good
fish are lying so you can wiitch for them to
begin fecding later on. Remember that
wheee the lish feed may he a litele distance
ficom where they hold during the day
Check your back.castaeca and in areas such
as the lower Tongarino with sreeber baiks
consider whether-a long-himdled landing net
may be needed.  Don't attempt to fish an
areat that will require wading - Apast from
serving to spook the fish, which will often
be fecding both very shallow aud close 10
the bank, wading rivers at nightis downright
dangerous  and'strongly -discouraged.
Carryving a sparc torch is also reconimended
as locating tracks and navigating a saf¢ route
back to the car is nofunin the dark.

While il's a relicf to leave the waders-at
home, make sure you Kit yourself out with
long clothing and apply a thorough coating
of ingiustrial-strength inscet repellent, as
accompanying the caddiseach evening arc a
swarm of mosquitoes that need to be expe-
rienceel to be believed. These hungry hordes

do casc of fafter night falls while the fishing
remains hot so don't be put of £

As with alt methods of f1¥ fishing the type of
flies used and the way they ace lished are
critical elements of success, and can vary
both in time of dx and from early to late sca-
son. In late afternoon and cardy cvening cist-
ing upstrcam and fishing the traditional drag
frec drift will certainly pick up trout taking
mayffies Popular mayfly patterns include
such standards as the Twilight Beaety,Adams
and Royal Coachpan. Ilowever, this tech-
nique is not so suitable to imitate the
evening caddis activity.  Instcad, the use of a
soft-hackle wet fly fished belrind a bead head
nymph and swungaround downsteeam in an
imitation of an emerging caddis nymph can
be exiremcly effectve. Take a look at the
caddis . ies on the water and 'obser e their
action to sce what you will need to imtate.
When actually hatching. the caddis v
cmerge from the nymph husk and rapiily/
make their way 10 land.¢imd who can blame
them?) forming a tiny ¥-wake insthe watts.
Obscrve them in the fate evening and you
will sce the V-wakes skittering apparenlly
everywhere, as the (emales post-mating
swim across and cven upstream of the cur
rent releasing their eggs into rhe watec
Anglers {ishing a sedge pauern cffictively
will cast across the current and slightdy
downstream, aHowing the swing of the line
and fy to replicate the surface swimming
At times it may be

action of the natural.
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FISHINGAREA is limited to LakeTaupo, the rivers and streams running into its shores, plus the Waikato River
down to Huka Falls, as designated in your licence. Note: below the falls isexcluded, as is Lake Otamangakau.

FISHING METHOD AND TACKLE All legal methods and tackle as defined under the LakeTaupo Fishing regulations.
A fish will be disqualified if: {a) there is failure to comply with the LakeTaupo Fishing Regulations {b} any
person other than the angler touches any part of the rod, reel or line while the fish is being played.

ELIGIBILITY All anglers must hold aTaupo Fishing Licence current for the days of the tournament Licences
will be available at registration. If you already have a current licence, please bring it with you to registration.
Tournament judges and DOCTaupa Fishery Area stafi involved with the tournament are not eligible to enter
the tournament. Sponsors may enter, but not win their own prizes. In such event, the prize will be awarded
to the runner up.

RECORDING All fish caught during the tournament will be measured and recorded for Department of
Conservation information. The decision of the judges will be final.

REGISTRATION From 3pm Wednesday 23rd April 2003 atTheTongariro North Domain, Taupo andTheTongariro
Chartered Club, Turangi. Postal registration is strongly recommended. Entries in before 8th February will go
into a draw to win fishing and/or outdoor equipment to the value of $500.

ENTRIES will be accepted up to 8pm onWednesday 23rd April. Late entries may be accepted up until Thursday
24th at $pm.

BRIEFING Commences at 7pm Wednesday 23rd April atThelongariro Norith Domain andTheTongariro Chartered
Club. Any amendment to rules and other details will be announced at that time.

FISHING HOURS 5am onThursday 24th to midday on Saturday 26th in¢lusive, except that no person shall
fish between the hours of 12 midnight and 6.00am as defined in theTaupo Fishing regulations

VENUES AND WEIGH-IN HEADQUARTERS Fish may be weighed in at either theTongariro North Domain or
TheTongariro Chartered Clus onThursday 24th and Friday 25thfrom 5-7pm and on Saturday 26th from 12
noon Zpm atTheTongariro Norih Domain only.

THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE RESERVESTHERIGHTTO RETAINAND/OR DISQUALIFYANY FISH ENTERED
INTHE TOURNAMENT,

PRIZEGIVING commences at 3pm on Saturday 26th April attheTongariro North Domain, Taupo.
PRIZES ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE OR REDEEIMABLE FOR CASH

4 FISH CAUGHTWILL SE ELIGIBLE FOR ONE PRIZE ONLY in the individual angler category. All fish are then
eligible for inclusion in the'teams prizes.

—® 14 CORPORATE PRIZE for sponsors. Teams may have any number of anglers entered. Cost is negotiable with the
organiser. The winner is decided on the heaviest three fish caught by the team. Sponsors are not eligible for
other categories. Corporate category onily.

THE JUDGES DECISION IS FINAL and no correspondence will be entered into
VEHICLE: Adult anglers only etigible for the draw. One name will be drawn and that angler will be asked to

draw out one of 100 envelopes. Only one envelope will contain the vehicle prize.The angler must be at the
venuefor the draw. No other person may take the name of the angler called. Proof of identity may be required.
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Fly fishing entries are for individuals and tea
four fly fishing.

Teams events are forTEAMS FISHING FROM
THE SAME BOAT by jig, trolling or spinning

Spin fishing from the shore or jigging is considd
Please see your fishing licence for details.

All entrants will weigh-in and record their fish
automatically be catered for.

For this tournament, only fish measuring 45ci
eligible to be weighed-in.

All rulings madeby the tournament committed
Rules are subject to change. Such changes wil

Entering the tournament gives the organiser t
tournament for advertising and publicity purpg

P R O V

JUNIORS PRIMARY
Heaviest rainbow fly 1st
Heaviest rainbow fly 2nd
Heaviest rainbow t/s 1st
Heaviest rainbow tis 2nd
Bestcondition factor fish

JUNIORS SECONDARY
Heaviest rainbowfly 1st
Heaviest rainbow fly 2nd
Heaviestrainbowt's 1st
Heaviest rainbow /s 2nd
8est conditien factor fish

WOMEN

Best trout by a3 woman
Best condition factor fish
Heaviest rainbow fly st
Reaviest rainbow t/s 1st

TEAMS

Aggregate weight 6 fish, 2 man team fly 1st
Aggregate weight 6 fish, 2 man team fiy 2nd
Aggregate weight 6 fiish, 2 man team t/s 1st
Aggregate weight 6 fish, 2 man team t/s 2nd
Aggregate weight 9 fish, 3 man team t/s 1st
Aggregate weight 9 fish, 3 man team Vs 2nd
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d streams running into its shores, plus the Waikato River
ote:belowthe fallsis excluded, as is Lake Otamangakau.

| tackle as defined under the LakeTaupo Fishing regulations.
mply with the Lake Taupo Fishing Regulations (b} any

> rod, reel or line while the fish is being played.

icence current for the days of the tournament. Licences

a current licence, please bring it with you to registration.

ff involved with the tournament are not eligible to enter
1eir own prizes. In such event, the prize will be awarded

will be measured and recorded for Department of

s will be final.

)3 atTheTongariro North Domain, Taupo andTheTongariro
)ly recommended. Entries in before 9th February will go
1t to the value of $500.

23rdApril. Lateentries may be accepted up untilThursday
atTheTongariro North Domain andThe Tongariro Chartered

| be announced at that time.

on Saturday 26th inclusive, except that no person shall
as defined in the Taupo Fishing reguiations.

s be weighed in at either the Tongariro North Domain or
Friday 25th from 5-7pm and on Saturday 26th from 12

HTTO RETAINAND/OR DISQUALIFY ANY FISH ENTERED

April atThelengariro North Domain, Taupo.

E FOR CASH

ALY in the individual angler category. All fish are then
ny number of anglers entered. Cost is negotiable with the
ee fish caught by the team. Sponsors are not eligible for
dence will be entered into

)ne name will be drawn and that angler will be asked to

will contain the vehicle prize. The angler must be at the
ame of the angler called. Proof of identity may be required.

Supporting N

Fly fishing entries are forindividuals and teams of two.There a
four fly fishing.

Teams events are forTEAMS FISHING FROMTHE SAME AREA(
THE SAME BOAT by jig, trolling or spinning methods.

Spin fishing from the shore or jigging is considered tobe the sal
Please see your fishing licence for demils.

All entrants will weigh-in and record their fish as individuals. If

automatically be catered for.

For this tournament, only fish measuring 45¢cm (from tip of sno

eligible to be weighed-in.

All rulings made by the tournament committee will be final

Rules are subject to change. Such changes will be announced a

Entering the tournament gives the organiser the right to use p
tournament for advertising and publicity purposes.

JUNIORS PRIMARY
Heaviest rainbow fly 1st
Heaviest rainbow fly 2nd
Heaviest rainbow t/s 1st
Heaviost rainbow t/s 2nd
Best condition factor fish

JUNIORS SECONDARY
Heawviest rainbow fly 1st
Heaviest rainbow fly 2nd
Heaviest rainbow /s 1st
Heaviest rainbow t/s 2nd
Best condition factor fish

WOMEN

Best trout by a woman
Best condition factor fish
Heaviest rainbow fly 1st
Heaviest rainbow Us 1st

TEAMS

Aggregate weight & fish, 2 man team fly 1st

Aggregate weight 6 f:sh, 2man team fly 2nd
Aggregate weight 6 fish, 2 man team Us 1st
Aggregate weight 6 fish, 2man team vs 2nd
Aggregate weight 8 fish, 3 manteam t's 1st

Aggregate weight 8 fish, 3 manteamvs 2nd

Aggregate weight
Aggregate weight

OPEN

BestTrout of theTo
Heaviest rainbow |
Heaviest rainbow |
Reaviest rainbow
Heaviest rainbow t
Heaviest brown s
Best condition fact
Best condition fact

OVERSEAS

Best trout by an o
Best condition fact
Heaviest rainbow |
Heaviest rainbow t

CORPORATE PRIZI
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prize categories for teams of three and

E SHORE FOR FLY FISHING OR FROM

spinning from a boat for event purposes.

ints are members of teams, this will

fork or "V’ of tail) and above will be

briefing following registration.

aphs of anglers taken during the

1,4 man team ¥s 1st
Y, 4 manteam ¥s 2nd
nent
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whow fly 1st

bow Us 1st
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Taupo. Thursday 24 - Saturday 26 April 2003
{Registration Wednesday 23 April 2003).

ONE ENTRY PER ANGLER. Photocopies Accepted. Please Print Clearly.

NAME First.........

(Please use your ewn address, not c/-)

.MOBILE:

TEAM ENTRIES:
NUMBER INTEAM: TWOD THREEI:I FOURD

TEAM NADIE ... 55 e cveniin fid - - e

wate| | revate[ | PRmaRy sTUDENT5-12vRS | |

SECONDARY STUDENT 13.17vRs[_|

TuRANGI |

IWILLREGISTERAT: TAUPO[ |

FEES {Incl GST)
Single Adult Entry: $70(] =
Single Junior Entty: Primary 56-12 yrs $10[ |

Secondary 13-17 yrs $16
Team Entry each aduit: $95
Team Entiy each junior piimary: $35
Team Entry each junior secondary: S48l ]

M@TAL: +Prass vy woinsnt
Receipt Required YESD NOD
t (Ne receipt issued unless requested)

Please ensure you bring your ficence with y ou when you register.
Please make cheques payable to:

“FISHINGTOURNAMENT 2003 e
and send to :
PO. BOX 1635. TAUPO 2730, NEW ZEALAND. ="

For further help contact the Organiser on Phone/Fax: 07 377 3026
Mob: 025 215 0416 or £-mail: organiser@paradise.net.nz
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yrds this tournament with over $150,000 in prizes to be won!

alcon XR6 valued at $49,900 from Central Motor Group the fly, at times sound may be
ype draw. You have to be in it to win it, so fill out the entry [ to atake and keeping in teuch
. vinging f.y is critical' to aveoid
m. . Similar to other forms of
rthe Jeaders used can be quite
out deterring the fish, and if

to Noumea flying courtesy of Air Calin and staying at the s or targeting the
_agon by catching the closest to the average weight of all > Tongariro 4 strong leader is
ult anglers.

il to take note of the weather
when plinning an evening's
‘acreas  calm, warm evenings

inghy valued at $1900 complete with 2HP Yamaha outboard
ry Marine by bringing in the fish closest to the average
jhed in by junior anglers.

insect acrtivity, cold squaly
ay shut it down completely.
1jor flood will scour much of

ife and many of the fish out of

sat new venue on the Tongariro Domain in Taupo or
iro Chartered Club in Turangi for a weekend of
fun for the whole family!

reat prices - open all day. Continuous and informative fishing videos, casting
snstrations and static displays make this a real celebration of fishing.

from 5pm and watch the Super 12 rugby games on the BIG screenTV!
nt is a real winner and not to be missed! Enter NOW!!!

w.taupotroutfishingtournament.org.nz

) REEL ATMOSPHERE @ REEL FISHING

www.pro-ad.co.nz



SN wiLL cmﬂ

“BIG PRIZES -

THIS ANZAC WEEKEND

Reel in the rewards this tournament with over $150,000 in prizes to be won!

a new Ford Falcon XR6 valued at $49,900 from Central Motor Group
}n the Mys;tery Envelope draw. You have to be in it to win it, so fill out the entry
‘orm now!

a trip for two to Noumea flying courtesy of Air Calin and staying at the

luxurious Hotel Le Lagon by catching the closest to the average weight of all
fish weighed in by adult anglers.

a 2.4 metre dinghy valued at $1900 complete with 2HPYamaha outboard

motor from Trev Terry Marine by bringing in the fish closest to the average
weight of all fish weighed in by junior anglers.

Come to the great new venue on the Tongariro Domain in Taupo or
the Tongariro Chartered Club in Turangi for a weekend of
fun for the whole family!

Wonderful food and bar with great prices - open all day. Continuous and informative fishing videos, casting
lessons, fly tying demonstrations and static displays make this a real celebration of fishing.

Spot prizes every night from 5pm and watch the Super 12 rugby games on the BIG screenTV!
This year’s tournament is a real winner and not to be missed! Enter NOW!!!
www.taupotroutfishingtournament.org.nz

REEL PRIZES @ REEL ATMOSPHERE @ REEL FISHING

Design and artwork produced by PRO-AD DESIGN, www.pro-ad.co.nz



A selection of suitedile
cadais Uy pedierns

Pixnoc Dave Hart

necessary te vary the angle of the cast in
erder te achieve the correct speed of the fly
as both line and lcader swing until the
strikes of fish indicate the desired actien has
heen achieved.

Fer choice of £y a number of caddis and
scdge fly patterns arc suitable. The classic
deerhair patterns of caddis flies, stimulaters
and c¢ven large muddler minnews can all be
used with success @s canmany ef the more
vaditienal “smail wets®. If yeuden’t have
any takes after a few swings of the fly try,
varying the speed ef the swing, and the
sizc¢ of the fly until youn hit the right cem-
bination. Y¥here carly in the evening and
to a limited extent at night the f.sh will be

seen taking the fly, at imes sound may be
the enly key 1o a takeand keeping in teuch
with the swinging fly is critical te aveid
missing them.  Similar to ether forms ef
night fishing the leaders used can be quite
heavy without dcterring the fish, and if
tishing around snags or targeling the large
browns ef the Tengariro a streng leader is
essential.

it is crirical te take netc of the weather
cenditiens when planning an evening's
fshing. Whercas calm, warm cvenings
cnceurage inscct activily, celd squally
cvenings may shut it dewn cempletely.
Similarly a majer fleed will sceur much of
the insect lif and many of the fish eut of

-

wviw.sporfifiglife-turangi.co.nz

|

11
“ake, Taupo/Turangi
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Pascal Vondanthen with «
Lypical fongariro brown
tront taken during the
evening rise

Pheto: Dutve fart

22

the river,slowing the evening rise for the
remitinder of the summer.

Anglers used 0. seeing few people on the
civer during the day over summer cdh be
quit€ taken aback to acrive at a poolinhe
cvening and see¢ how many reds.are present.
As with winice fishing on the river, obs¢rv
ing angler ctiquctte is impogant. Remember
the dsiics and. béfore mevisig into a pool
where otheranglees arc alteady” presem. ask
ifivs akay,and where you showld come in If
y'on.arrive tofind a’ poolis glearly Iuil, move
on and fnd_somewheje clse. Often ‘where
one anglercuts in frént of another the actis
due (o igsitoranoe vather than intemt- Politcly
but firmly : ¢xplaining - the ctiqueltc -will
alimost always resolve the situalion and pre:
venta acw anglee for repeating the mistake.

An important consideration of evening dry
fly lishing at Taupo is conservation of juve
nile fish- Typically a high propertion of fish
caught-during ¢vening: fishing will be juve
niles, particularly tluring the crly cveaing
periiod before the larger lish become active
These trout ar¢ very valuable to the fishery
as, mving reachid this siee, theie survival is
almost guarantced when they migrate to
Lake ‘Thupo.  Sensible fishing iand an obser-
vimee of correct ¢catch and release methods
will ensure thesce lish reach adulthood.

Remember to observe the basic rules:

+ land theBsh quickly to reduce stress

keep the fish supported upside-down in
the waterwhilc you unhook it- Don'tdeag
it fapping up on (o therocks or sand

don‘t_put vour [ingers into we gllls or
squeeze the hody of ‘the “fish while
unhuoking it

use forceps or necdlc-nose pliers to lacili
tate quick removal of the hook

hold._the fish.gently facing upstream and
allow-1¢t0 recover and swim Jsvay

+ consydcr using basbless hoeks

The evenjag rise iy quite diff erent to fishing
for migtating spawnar's In the middic of win-
ter. The fish are nots hig but the high catch
rates, combined with a mild summer
cvening, can make for a-very mcmorable
expericnce




A refrori frem the ‘goed
old days” though it cordd
Just as easily be 58 years
later:

Repr inted firent “Taupo
Tirnes™, Vel I, No 1,
Wednesday, Janucaiy 15,
D3
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that parties have often

fish ftom the ¢
r;\s:uths. With the fall in lake

as the season .
from the pumber of fish now
that the mouth
than last season-

by both
catches have been taken
E;e lt'aa:}%::men and trollers, and there

3 defipite increase 10

to have been a G€ !
i ber of small maiden ﬁs}\ in good
et it has been

ast
condition. For some years y
usual log the fishing 1 be :ry h;ren: sf)
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s from Western Bays

taken ODE or two

i ato that fishing 10 the western and biank days have been €O
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EZL:f&‘:; xt)han last season. 1here h:s elihe 1 s higher than last year and
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WALRLS THERMAL WADERS ' compogr

AND
fy waberproof, warm and comfortatte. 5

Waterproof: al seams are crossdink bended
and taped inside and out. Each wader is air
pressure tested before leaving the factoy.
Wanm: Walrus closed ceél neeprene with it
thousands of tiny sealed ai bubbles is engi
neeed to povide exceltent themal insulation
and protecton.

Comfortable: flesbifty and elasticity com-
bined witll @ plush pile lining add ta the comiort
and make e Waders easier to wke onand off.
Durable: all Walrus waders are fitted with
cushioned knee pads and have a heavy-Quty
nylon outer lining to re sist abrasion.

Colours: bush green or camaouflage.

Walrus waders are indvidually hand crafied in
New Zeatand

For a free brochure or ordering infonna-
ton: phone 09 573 @343, fax 09 573 0782,
email infb@walrus.conz or wite to PO Box 11
209, Auckiand.
Walrus New Zealand Ltd.
@ 68a Carbine Road, Mt Welngton.
PO Bow 11 209, Elersfie, Auckfand.
Ph 09 573 0843 Fax 09 573 0782
2] Web site: www.walrus.co.nz

For free brochure on Walrus fill out and mail this coupon:
MName
AT S e ey

\Phone
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Hunting & Fishing"

NEW ZEALAND ™

sakn Fresh new stock has arrived 'for the roar!
[Fincawo | : = =T — i

Crgaes = P

Finnlight c.....cvvvereeeeiesneeerennen. 52599
Model 75 Walnut/Stainless ......52199
Model 75 Walnut/Blued............ $1999

Mark V Ultra Lightweight....................
- Mark V Stainless Synthetic ................
% 3 gs'; T}g Vanguard Weatherguard-new!

Humm &Fljhll‘].é Stainless/SYNhetic.............o.ccoceeccs

Blued/Synthetic .......cocccoeeverecunnnnn.

NEW ZEALAND

* New models for 2003
- New low pricing structure

New ES 100 model from..

Urika 391 Camo .........coeuenee
Xtrema 391 Black Synthetic ;
Xtrema 391 CamoO...coeereneesnesanessneens

sl { L ::,: Lt
Let Hunting & Fishing New Zealand™ ‘q'uote you on any model,
Our new low 2003 pricing structure can be dé scribed 7 P o
fiin one word - awesome! ; ; i z GERMEC TR

NEW STORES WHAKATANE AND TAURANGA
In total 17 specialist stores nationwide. Free Phone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz



Hunting & Fishing"

NEW ZEALAND ™

Trout Jigging & Light Tackle (Saltwatey) Combos

Autumn Specials
*All rigged with backing and SOm o f 20lb (10kg) braid!

SHIMANO BC200 & SPECTRUM 2-5kg
—" * incl. braid and backing
oo > &y
s-l 5 95

For use in Salt and Fresh water

=A
Gart?lg

6500 C3 combo with
ABU ultracast 56" CAM

A

Trout figging has been providing some amazing sport
this autumn. As lake femperatures stratify, the trout
seek the cold deep water that can be jigged with
devastating results.

Photo - Alan Sherson, Sportways Waikato Hunting &
Fishing New Zealand™.

NEW CATOLOGUE
out now

Call 0800 486 834

to receive your free copy

AWESOME PACKAGE

Rod: 1 Piece graphite composite, under and over bound,

&
; CSMW& 5'6" long, trigger grip, lure weight rating 10-40 grams,

line rating 2-4kg.

T
S rdraoeats I

M Reel: Gold anodised spool, dual
Bl centrifugal and mechanicel brake,
'l antifover-run system and more.

Ugly Stik “close-out” option!
RRP $229.95

$159% $179*
* incl. braid and backing askinstore

NEW STORES WHAKATANE AND TAURANGA

In total 17 specialist stores nationwide. Free Phone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz






by Bernie iBker,

Batnbricge Islad,

Weashington, USA

Wc had been fishing since morning up
lbs'lhumngaft‘aui)o River, arriving in
olir present canyon sctting in_the'lasthour

- This was my first-day oul fishing since'my

wife Linda.:md ), arrived in Néw Zealand ten
days-cartier. Our wonthlong New. Zealand
stay was not planned as a*fighing trip but
morne (oexpenence thepeople and plucs in
as much deplh as pussxblc

My guide, Peter Wit arid' I avere totally

absorbed in our passionfor fishing The thou:-

sands of casts had at tHis peink 7.30'®,m. 8¢
50, yielded sixto eightone pound- rainbcr\‘v::-
and coupie of three pound 1zinbowall on dry
flics. My favourite way to fish. "The fish were
notactually visually fceding on the swiface.all
the moretewardingto entiée: their rise

‘Fhe giver remained low and clear all through
the day alzhougﬁ;t:ter memioned that he
tbought the fiver may have risen two (o
three mches«mtc mording. The Tamanga-
Taupo isa small river casily crossed at any
tailout: The rocks were slippery but far less
tlian, many Strcams.| have fished back in
Washington and Alaska: The flow became
more twisted upen enlcr.ing the canyon usu-

all¥ flowing hard agamst the linestone cliffs-

at cach turn rcqutnng a constant altemmmg
course for us toAvadeand fish. Experiencing
the river's sutroun Zkred me 1 first-hand
introductionito tl*’vhsh", Fhere was a reail
iuthe lower rea;btsﬁtm we used Lo access

“the river but lhal ‘had long faded away leay
igg the river as the only apparcat Way inand.#

out of the’canyon. A couple of hours befire
we. bad passed scverzl fishermen “moving
downistreant oue of the canyon. We.a par-
‘ently had this béautiful water lo_ouxst.:lges

While 1 had .no w.m.h 1 guessed we had

" approx:m.uely oné to two hours 1o dark and

wcre pmbably three or fo),;(:fhdes from
Pctcrs truck. Q}Y e, \wn‘-dowtnstn.am hop-

“ing to gt out bLfbﬂé dark while pickingupa

previously stashed fish and gear ajong the
way.. While rounding a turn to the cight,
Peter noted a large brownie sofily rising to a
hatch of Mayflies. lic asked if I wanted to
cast anAdams at this fish. My eyes answered
for me as he carefully tied on the fly of
choice. Peter contifiued his task 45 he stood
1o my right facing upstream-and me faciog
him. He was just i1i the metion to release the
flly to me when | saw something in his-cycs
as he ¢hanged his-focus- from-his bands to

" ble”, and me, saying “@h shit*
oymnt the conce ptof lime became wat ped

something upstream. | turned as my eyes.
repistered the same as Peters.

DANGER! Fifty yards from us

was a bulge or wave ofwater

commg areund the bend ar an
alarming specd.

I was pusibing a vanguard®of pumicerock all
along:its face like' some horsific beast In
thatsc€ond 7 heard PetersaysWe're in trou-
From that

n the next seconds, we moved down the
rivc™ on the run as the wave rushed us. |
rémember in @ surrcalistic way, seeing iy
bogted feet mosing over a gravel bar when
in the next instance they disappeared in a
ng thestream
from bank to bank, More terrifying than the
“volume.o f water was the speed of the choco-
lastemess. Aswe roundéd anothe:r bend with
the raging fllood now in feont and back of us,
ithceeame shockingly apparent that wewerce
going to be trapped agaiust the stéep bank
on the tight. Reter, knowving thc river well,
wanted (o head for a small gravel bar istand
in.the.middle of the river 100 vards dowrn

muddy torrent to.our waist, fi

~steeim “There was no time or need for dis-

cussion about that choice. By now the river

was howling at us and Peter: yeling o] g& 1 .
cenwed on that island m case we gol sﬁ/cpt 1
away.. We, locked (our shoulders wnth cachy
other's atms in an_attempl, m..hccomc a sin-
. gle fouriegped beast. As.?ve. were ﬁghtmg 10
ggg.,cenmu on lhqrjsland J.;Qou :noi'h:r -
unseen wave of w.:lcr hnt \»,m !

for-our 11\@:5 fiopght the l&n’(ﬁ of dymé i

the next scumq as we both -put “our heads ©
down and focused’ cvcry p;ut-clt of. gnugy A'"i
and concentration' to ‘our fect, t!’k.mpvmg‘ ¥

nver hmtom .lné our balance. W&~ pushcd L‘
our backs .:g.nnst theiwvall oﬁwargr asour - b
fect sfidded and rollcd overf the-rocks We

were be'mg pushcd Yﬂ jr(vd bat with 15

bent dowﬂsmm Feler lﬂd mé lakr om.c
we climbed up on the lunbs of the. IS l ?“_r""-
bigh bentover willows, Phal his Fest | =3

me showed that'} ms.ﬁ W L;m& 3
pamcularly credible. o'bstﬂt oﬁ-‘- - Iif ‘5 :

The h_l‘,ely Iapsep tan Edmi’g’;édyqpsmid
glance to this island agrival was ’bﬁbm
two (o three minutes. In the next few min
utes the river rose another foot and

Y

27



in another few minutes there
was no island left, just the
willow trces we were perched in

and a rotted Bve ot long log teapped in the
lower branches of the willows. When we
staricd for the disland, it was about 25 foot
wide and 7@ fcct long. By ouc acrival, it had
diminished by half. Oace on the iskand mys

thoughts most focused on getting over the

[eeling of shock. Thanidully afier a few niin-
utes 1 conld feel the shock become more
under coatrol. ©nc way to help that process
was to avoid looking up river where there
was uo fercground, just angry wsater with
more logs coming our way. Yes, those logs
coming our way, .... better not to look. The
‘f.ood’s wice was now adding to the visual
cffects, The rolling and'colliding boulders
and 1ogs.'inot to mention the still growing
" thuader of it all  Unbelievably the cieada
~ehorus could be heard over it afl, probably
“having a goed laugh at our frailty.

Now, afiter just a fewv minuies of occupancy
on the willows, the mnup( of lunc started
to-makc another shift [ rom lightning fast to
. just how long.a juinute can b We never dis-
cussed nor considered trying to swim the 30
Yards of the narcowest chauncl. One slip and

all the water at our fizct would be,’in a few
seconds, shmming us imo the undercut wall
of a massive limestonc cliff a few hundred
yards below. Pcter said to-me that he did not
consider our lives werce in daager. While it
was good to hear, a lifi:time of outdeor expe-
rience told me otherwise.

Peter was trying to raise his home on a cell
phone while I watched the lichen macks on
the ‘willow trunks continue ® disappear
undcr water, Olcourse, [wa's hopeful thatbe
could get through but couldn't stop-thinking
dbout an unsuccessfil attempt clier in vie
tually the sanje place Peter climbed a few
feet highcr-on the limi> that madc a very
loescly formed mat It worked! He got
Ihecough. He first got his young son Richard
who was asked (0 putAMY-on; Amj; cemes
on, the connection held. {Te s:lgmﬁ}m: {isten
carefully.  W're in a spot of bether here
Plase call the cescue helicopter Amy! Amy!
Can you hear met Amyr can you har me!
We'se above the Ranger Hole on ihe'laniangs
Taupo Please hunxs‘ Can yowhear mel”

Beause of the river noise, Petee had to yell
nto the telephone holding it in frontof him,
‘Then to sten e had to cover his'unused ear
with *his on¢ hand while hoiding the teie-
phone tight to his.head, all the while trying
not to fall offom; perch. He listened towhat
1 assumed to be her reply then closed the
telephone and said with mutherelief that she: |
Phad heard and understood. He said it would
take about 10 minutes to drive to the bieli
copter and another 10 minutes to fy to us.
QOkay, 20 minutes 0 wait® W waited anu
waited and strained to Rear a‘helicopter as it
was now getting dark. 1 kept watching the
willow lichen matks still disappcaring under

Adjacent to cnr H'way 41 & Ohuanga Rd, TURANGI.

Quie, private, spacious groundfloor serviced suites, full kichens
& own patios, surrounding an allyear healed swimming poo!
and hot spa. Licensed restaurant & room seivice meats
A supera base with plenty 10 de - there’s troul fishing, heise nding,
’ o golf, hunting, rafing, lrampirg ad mountain biking.
" o Fishing Guide sewices armanged andéer tackle,

waders, lies etc for sale & Hne
Phone or fax us for a quote.
Linda & Terry Drum
PO Box 138, Turangi.

the water, After 20 minutes'or 38 and nosign
ofa hciicoplcr fear. again sctin. .

B (. as dxen that had a
thought, or mofe of # feeling,
fhat 1 probably_ wasn’t going to

be alive come morning,

Then Peter called Chris Jolly’s home tryving
to remember their home number Itworked!
Sue Jolly was there. Peter repeated a similar
message to Suc. She got it! Suc and her hus-
band Chris were Peter's former employers in
a Taupo-bascd guiding secvice and had con-
tact with a loeal rescuc helicopter. While sve
waited, | tried to imagine how a helicopter
was poing to rescue us.

E.-MAIL: anglers@reoporg.nz
WEBSITE: http:/fwww fishnhunt.co.nzffishinglanglershtm

FREEPHONE

0800 500 039 m[ 2”057

Ph 07.386 8980
L Fax 07-386 7408 ACCOMM.DATIONJ




Tve faland during
quieter thmes (bottom
rightl

Photos: - i%icr Willon

It was getting harder to see, bue the water was
still rising with ya more logs itnd rolling bow-
dcrs Peters telephone rang. It was the
Rescue Ceéntic They were on their wayAmy
had got through but where were we?., Petet
aestin regeated exacily where we were They
were on their way, We wait, we listen-for
something other than the civer. Tben we start:
cd thinkiog about if the hdicoptee comes,
what we do tuve to airact theip aucntion
‘The answer was nothing. Being pood Asher
men, all our dothes were daik and drith No
lashlights,a possible deadly mistike

Peter received another cailfrom the Rescue
Cxntre, wanling more “information about
where we were. By the campletion of the
call,it wasneary da:k and'still no helicopter
but then just like out of a [Hollywood movie,
we both beard something. Yes, it is a heli-
copter way down rivegcomiag up. Just as
hope was building we were dropped te the
bonomragain ay we saw theé heii *optee bank
sharply over the' hill to-the loft and disap>
peac Not only visually, but allso frem our
hearing Our hope of rescuc and surtisal hit
2 depeessing new low. Then the telephone
rang again. Jt was the Rescue Centre saying
that they couldn't iind us. ~Idll them they
just fiew over Come back up the tiver 800
metres past the Rangcers Hole” . Seconds later
we hear them coming up. the narrow rivec
imd in an instani they weere flying right over
us with their lights shining urll-lhde river
hanks, net where we were e |

ILknow 1 was screaming nd
waving my rod even theugh
logic said we ceuldnt be heard.

Over the bl spd out of sight and hearing :

once agair. 'We hink but did not say,“They
didn’t'sec ts™, Then we heard them coming
again but we coulda’t see them-until they

goundfegl the dveer bend jusi: below,. They

were viery low, unbelicvably below he regs

“<and comingitstindhard dghtat us. 1'never

thought that they would be able to dlear the
trees with the rotors bur there it was, fifity
feee away. “[en the concussion hit us caus:
ing ithe willows to swirl wildly.
Just one more surprisc for the
day, Still unbcllcvable 1o me, the
pilot brought the helicopter
atongside the willows like a tixi
for his pick.up. The skid stopped
not more than six fect away only
a.few fect above our life support

willows, Ithenmet the wide eycsol lhe res-
cuer standing at the open sliding dowe; No
fucther invitation wa.s required. 1 scampered
across the limbs and felt the.seassuring coel
mctal-skid, then afoot up and 2 warm hand
from the rescuern I_Iumkctoﬁ on the floor
opposite’ the. door Ieaving suom for Petee 1
said, " Thank God and helicopters®. -N6.one
‘heanl mc‘_ab'ové the noise Where was Peter?
1-1ookcd over the ‘cdgic to sec him breaking
down.my rod ina not so usual way Another
few scconds we were side-by side again and
insjust four minutcs our Frooper came into
view ofithe helicopter lighas It was still
above the flood since being packed about a
quarterof a mile from the'main coursc of the
rivet We landedand the rescue team left and
was immediately out of sight and heaning,
giving risc te a mixture of clation and disbe~
ef about what had just happened. We
looked at each other while we dasped our
hiands. Standing there with no sound of a
helicopier or evidence of the ongoing flood,
it scomed like so many other days' end on
the river Wiet. dask and ready to go home.

Aswe diove nonh. § thought of thetitle of the
book 1at Peter suggested 1 read, as we walkid
together that morning = A River Nover Sleeps.

Pustsat pt

Some six_»ombs tater, as I was fortinate

cnewuglk to celetwale myw 58th birthday, I
gt much gratirude and _amazeman o
the rescueteam and the ability-ef the pifot :
Io fly a helicopler nnder ibe trces b the

“ilark, 19 altow us to neary. walk o013 Nor
will T forget Ater's constant concern over
my weltbeing ibrongh this wdead, ander-.
scored 1y whom gol v the belicopter first

<1 meltece ey widde the difference ds 1o

whether anty of us would enjey a bistbday
again. My thanks and admiratien gees ang
tetbem

z Pilof- Feter Maslers

Rescuers — Chris folly & Constable Baﬂ'v
Shepherd -
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An Unusual Catch

While trolling in Jerusalem Bay with two
clients on 23 January this year, White Strker
HI skipper Grieme Cushing pulled a strange
looking fish from the water that defied secog
nition.

The incident occurred when after hooking a
trout on onc of two rods in use, Gracme had
stopped the buat while the client played the
fish. The other rod was left out and presum-
ably the lure sank to the bottom to jig slowly
along with the wind drific of the boat.

Once the trout had been landed and fishing
resumed the other rod was retricved to reveal
a stiange-looking fish cleanly hooked through
the mouth on a spotty gold king cobra which
was alhmost a thicd of its own size. Stumped
as to the identity of the fish, Graeme and his
clicntshumorously pronounced it to be proof
that catfish had finally realised how ugly they
all were and had begun mating with trout
instead of cach othec The tish was kept alive
in wiater and returned to the Launchinen's
Association booking office to be passed to
our fishery staff for a more scientific identifr
cation.

Taupo Ranger Dave Hart uplifted the fish and
identiticd it as a mature adult koaro (Galaxias
brevipiniis) measuring 180mm in length.
Koaro arc identified as long, slender and
somewhat flattened fish with the dorsal fin

located closc ro the til. Adult koaro arc a

dull olive green to brown colour with icregw

|l patterned mackings along the body and a
distinct dark spot located above the origin of
the pectoral fins.  Koaro is the second-most
common species in whitebait catches around
New Zealand and was the peedominant fish
specics in Lakc Taupo prior te the introdue
tion of trout. Bespite the predatory impact
of trout, koaro still exist s good numbers at
‘Taupo. ‘Ilicy are a regular catch among the
trout fry during our juvenile monitoring pro-
grammc using minnow tiaps and by clectric
fishing.and adult koaro arc regularly observed
during drif<iives of the rivers.

Technical Support Manager Glenn Maclean
described the catch as highly unusual, as
mature koaro of this siz¢ are rarely recorded
inthe lake. Koaro spend the juvenile (white-
bait) stage of their life ¢ycle in the lake before
migeating into the rivers as intmataee adults,
though it appears some large, adult koaro
such as this onc cither remain or retuta o
live in the deep waters of the lake. Adult
Koaro range from 140mm to 180mm in size
with the largest recorded specimen in New
Zealand measured at 288mm.

Unfortunately the koaro caught by Gracme
was badly emboliscd and unable to recover to
be released. The fish will be mounted for dis-
play and educational purposes.

Our thanks go to Gracme and his clients for
the information relating to the catch and mak
ingthe best efforts to keep the fish alive,




The new Cortland
555 Series flylines

Qver two years to develop, with two years
of testing. The outcome... a flymaster’s dream

“Th ¢ canduions ur the @eria Ry Fishing Chanips were quiic diffecstt to what
we tard expeaed; We all adapted well hut mayhe not quickly enough. We were
all cery happy wiile ihe tincs you supplied. i w et iculurly inpressed with the
355 Cieuc Floater that [ had. This 555 was easy 1o cast, laid our straight and
didn't st ilsc ncinory probloms. his line mavic the difference for nu and |
was able w win rhe bast sesion that anoved owr leawn up a Title in dhe poims
but et quite enough”. - Oon Shont, Membes of the NZ Fly Fishing feom

Cortland Line Company ruther than rlying

5 CHAMTS
announces the new (i, (0T A L HOHER {
designs. Each liac
boasts a specially TS
Raleil Pending designedl mono core R
Speedt with auliple slick-
Rpess caing agents and gﬁml
bondedl  coatings WGR
actually mixxed into

the line coating: Din and water are
repelledd, UV resistance is enhunced
and durbility incecases deamatical
Iy. The 555 SERIES will {leahigher,
cast facther, last longcr, and furever
change the way veu lish

For your first 355 SERIES experi-
ence. choos: frem scveral vaecties
of Weight Fonward and Double
Taper Floating Lines. with the mvo

Multi-agent
coating

Durable
Dlasitc-body

555® SERIES Fly Lines.

You'll be anazed at the viaually

g]}c\v' developmentsat the longn

Miction-free ¢asting ppwer — and
other aweseme advantages — offernd
by these groundbreaking new lincs.
With the exclusive €5 Proeess and
new Borcier Consttuction
Technology, cach 555 SERIES [y
iine is unifqucly enginecrd

for a specific

sifuation,

FAG 727

555 Hoating Green Chosttip

in 2 word, the ANSWER 10 what seri.
ous [Ty fiskers have bewn asking for siner
Cotland was lirct 10 inroduce synthetic Ny
lines The 555 Floaiing.Ghesttip.combines the visl-
bility of 3 mica.green coloured live witha crystal cleir
foeuing L1p s:clion The
perlies fly dine far clear
waaer conclilony while on
or mear the xudaec. This
555 is super high fleanng.
lightning  ifast
designed to last o lighe
WE3-6

Dénbuced by
Doudlas Jehoson &.Ca

Spenaars of the

yoear!

lutionary ¢hambered mono core
design and long-disiimee 1apet. @,
Iry a erysiakclear supper-suppte
Clear Floater — with the propietiary
(our-lumen mono core - making it
the: worlds: highest feating line The
Livle Tunny, 2 125-(oot (ntercucdine
line, comies with an.exiendedpowee
Lapur, super-slick ®oating and camo
mono corc for nea-invisibilny Tea
cast these masrsniale wonder; of the
Ry fishing
werid au yeusc
Cenland Pre
Shop today.

and s

Kids’ Fishing Days, 2003
The flshil'ig plond avtheTongariro National Trovt Centre will

e Bpmr(:r children to cuch a-tr6ut on the following days
“clusyear:

day: 13 Apil

. ‘Sundny, Tl May
Sunday, 1 june
Sunday. 13 July

: _Z_-'S;;naa}'. 10August

s = Sunday, 28 Seplcmﬁcr-

Slmday; 26 October

Numbees arc restricted to 30 chikiren per hour frum 9 a.m
0 2°p. m. Bookings arc: uu.nml and can be made by tele-
'phoning the DOC officé on (07) 386 9243 between L p.m.
and 3 p.m.on any-xtcd\ day.

'I‘umou is 1,wen by volumeu> and D@G; staff to children aged
six o 4 years(inclusive) who «can'hold and control afy rod,

“There is no charge For thi
required and a chdd‘s day Incem_e can be purchased on.sitc
for $3.00 o childrer may bring their ownTaupo District fish-
ing lic ncc.Alfpﬂler equipment is supplicd. -

=
> Yo art visiting, take the Oppurl vty to look at the
National Trout Centre

Whi

Distribution of
Target Taupo

This Targel Taupe, issue 42, is the last issue to be
mailed to you from the address provided on your
2001/2092 fshing licence.

The July issue will have your address as taken from
yeur current season (2002/20) licence If you do not
receive the July issue and have purchased a 2092/2093
whole scason licence, please telephonc our uffice on
(07) 386 9243 and provide your licence number and
address 0 be added to the mailing list. Unfon:unately
every year there are a number of duplicate copies
where we cannot read the address or the address is
incomplete or invalid.

‘To ensure you reccive Yargel Yeaipo please rake care
filling in the address detils on your new season
licence In particular make sure that you have your
permanem home address (not your holiday home
address) and include the suburb of your towa or city.
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e stp in the upper river.

The aftermatp at the
Tengariro Prisen bridge

Photos: 1an Witson
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January 6 was a beawtiful fine day but as Rangers Harry Hamilton
and lan Wilson drove over the Tongariro Prison road bridge, they
noticed the Tongariro River was filthy and ajmost completely co
ered in a layer of pumice. As there had been no sigoificant fain
foroverawecek they guessed there had beena lacge slip into the
river somewhere upstream. They were right! They found a huge
slip had occurred just upstream of the Waipa Strecam. A cliff on
the true kefr bank had collapsed seading tonnes of pumice and
teees into the river belew. The siver appears to have been
blocked briefl and then cut a narrow channel on ehe true right
side. Meimwhile, staff working at rhe longariro National Troat
Centre were a little confused by some oft he questions thel were
asked by sevesal overseas tourists. such as “what are all the fioat-
ing rocks?” and "how do the anglers sec ehe trout?”. A short walk
to the river revealed what had occurred and staff were able to re
assure the tourists that the Tong:acre was most definitely not
“always that colour”! Tt took several hours before the river began
to clear. but vwnfortu natefy for fishery stff and rafting anglers, it
will probably take a large flood to clear onc of their favourite
upper Tongariro River fishing pools
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Tauranga-Taupo

Ibe river charimel
Wrenyh fox: quarry is
now dassed as «
rfbutary and closed to
angling

Pheto:

Brendon Mattbews
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As many ef you will be aware,a large flood in
December 2001 caused major changes to the
‘famanga’iimpo Riverincluding the fermatien
eof a ncw channcl threugh the old Guarry This
autumn remedial work was undertaken by
Environment Waikato to return the rover to its
eld channcl and address the ongoing risk ef
flooding faced by'1¢ Rangiire and Oruatua res-
idents and local landewvners.

The river broke threugh into the quarry just
downstream of the Cliff Peol and formed a
scries of channcls, eentering the eld rver in
thevicinity of The Crescent. The old fiver bed
between  the break-through peint and The
Crescent was left high and dry.  This in tum
mcant that Kiko overflow (to the south west)
which diverted floed flews eu of the river a
Maniapoto's Pool was no longer effective.

A number of optiens to address the fleoxding
iswues were: censidersd and ultimately agree-
ment was reached between the regional ceun-
cil. knvironmem Waitkate, and 1he varieus
affected partics as to a suitable plan. The
Department of Conscrvatien was invelved in
this precess beth us a land administrator and
the fishery manager We faveun:d the remm of
the riverte its old bed, as leng as it was practi-

cr
Back in Old Channel

cal,and that petential fish passage issues in the
quarry and Kiko Overflow were resolved.

Weik began in late February te remove debris
and gravel out of the dry channcl and te cen-
struct a bund across the break through point
inte the quarry. Inmid-March the river was r¢
divered back inte it old bed. Laige fleods will
sall evcr tep the bund allewing the quarry to
aclL as a tempotary reservoir to help buffer the
effect of (lood peak en the dewnstream resi
dents. Te avoid trout becoming sttanded dur
ing ke foods, the quarry will be landscaped
so that flews drain back inte the river channcl
rather than ponding We belbeve that the main
channel through the quarry will centinue te
carry water, fed by underground flews, and
will be prime spawniing habitat.
sheuld netc that because this channel e
lenger links directly back iswo the ‘fauranga-
“laupo River it is deemed to new be a tributary

Anglers

of the river and therefore is closed to fishing

The eriginal plan alse required a control strue
turc in the main river bed at Maniapote'’s Poel
te centrel 1he cxtent of f.ews ever the Kike
spillway and into Kike everflow. Previeuslys
this had net been necessary but cengineers
were concerned that the shortened length of



Abere lzfi: Leoking
downstrean al the
bund. Previously the
river flowed styaight
ahead through the
quarry it i is now
back in its ofdt channel
which swgs te wway
1o the left

Above right: Standing in
the old channel thiough
the quarry looking
wepstrecan at the brnd.

Phetos: (pages 35-37)
Errol Cudlpy

river chansacl and therelore stecper gradicent as
a conscquence of the loss of ‘The Crescent
may cause the riverbed to cut down, thercby
reducing the overflow across the spillway.
However such a structure presents a potential
obsuacle for fish passage particularly if it
scours out downstrcam. With the uncertainty
about whether it was actually nceded we sug
gested trying inmitially without any structurc
which Environment Waikato supported. If the
tiver docs ultimately cut itself down there are
a number of options to address this including
semc sott. ol instream structure or even rein-
smating The Crescent.

At the downstream end of the Kiko overtlow,
Transit NZ are placing larger culverts under

Statc Highway 1 to reduce theamount of time
water ponds in thjs area.

Following the rediversion, work will begin on
repairing and extending the stop banks along
the lower river to limit the arceas inundated
during foods. Provision will be made for
wehicle access across the step batik on the
truc left where this extends overfuki Reserve
administered by the Department. Once the
work is completed the next step is a revege:
tation plan developed between the depart-
ment, adacent Andowners and Environment
Watl:aro. Some of the landowners have previ
ously indicated to us their desire to see such
work oceur and we sec it as a significant
opportuniry to work togcther to improve the

Neoprene Chest Waders
* Smm Premium qualily rapid recovery neoprene

v ! » Rubber boots with really chunky sole for better grip,
. bonded with 3mm closed cell neoprene INSULATION
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= ¢ Neoprene knee guards
3 " 34 o Exemal neoprene chest pocket
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o Free repair kit
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4 )1 * New bool to wader construction method for longer life
’ In stores early May. RRP $259.95 Inc GST
Trade enquiries welcome
River Works New Zealand Lid

POB0x22-043WGTN  Ph 04 4789233
Fax: 04 478 2352 Emall: robert@maritime co.nz
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The river slow! y makes

it's wety cdown {ts
origlaal channel

Jol'owng rediversion

Mickel Dedual (18f)
and Rob Hood scine
a smuall poof kft
bebind dafier the
river wes divericd.
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lower river: The plan will not only include
vegetation of the disturbed sites but also
weed control and iatiemalising fishing access
tacks. Now the river is back in its old bed it
is an opportimity to identify with landown
ers where walking and vehicle teacks should
and should not go, to improveagreed aceess
ways and to clarly closc off inappropriate
access across private land.

Currently the owaners of the land on the truc
right of the river (inclwling the quarry) have
indicated they arc happy for anglers to walk
up aleng the river bank including above the
legal cight of wity. However there is ne public
access permitted up Hingapo Road (private

forestty road) er up the okl vehicle tack to
the Crescentcar park. With the river in its old
bed anglers have no.reason to walk acrose the
quarry and the owners have spccifially
requested that pcople stay out of this area.

I summary on the truc right (nerthern side)
anglers can follew the river up on foot from
State Higlhway 1, or en the true lef:, park in
the car park at the end of Tuki Road (which
is on DOC rescrve) and walk up from there
As fong as you smy along the river yeu may
walk as fur up the river as you wish.

There have been statements made by vari-
eus people about theaccess situation en the
river which are factually incerrect and do




1D e resuitd feature was
the rneonber of very large
brown trout recorered
Srom the main cbannel
threugh the queat):

nothing to improve the situation. As much as
t,they have been

anglers don't like 1@ hea
their own worst enemics with their disre-
gard for the property rights of the private
tandowners. How many of us would appre-
ciatc people walking all over our land, cut-
ting new tracks, pushing down the fences, ot
driving over our pine trees and creating new

vchicle tricks. The prepescd re-vegetation
plan provides an opportunity to address
these issues so that anglers have suitable
parking in the lewer river, good foot access
upstrecam and the landowners' property
rights are respected.

COASTERCO

1o the fishing ambiance of your home or Jodge.

COASTERCO P.®. Box 251 Kumeu
Ph #9412 6261

6 beautfully ceafied g)ass ceasters presentedl in a handt made Rimu
staad, ideal for the coftoc tabde, Each coaswr is wiched wich a Nly. adding

Preudly made in New Zealand bY skilled crafts tman and aviilable frem et
reputable stores or by mail. NZ $635 incl GST snd postage in N.Z.

Fax 09-4126265 E-mal coasterco®cleacncinz
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Mavidi and Jon left in
Rebruary - we wish them
alf the bestin their new
pusitions

2oher
’ s

There have been big changes in the Taupo
Fishery wum over the last few momhs and a
couple more to come.

At the endt of last year we were carrying two
vacaancies following the retirements of Vicki
McL«an and Bryan Taglor. Morerecently, Rob
Macshall our fishery ccologist lefi: for a job
with Environment Waikato, followed soon
after by Progamme Manager Service Jon
Palmer (also to Lnvironment Waikato) and
fimally Mandi Goflin, Progrumune Manager
Licensing and Conimwnity f:eltions, who
has taken up a position with the Department
of Corrections.

Having 5 vacancies has provided an exciting
opportunity to restructure the team to lit
needs identified in a stritegic review last
year. This new structure will cesult in an
improved skill base and a focus on aspects of
our wotk that needed more attention. In
particular, 4 ranger positions will have
responsibilities fer specilic arcas of wotk
(monitoring programunes, field oper.ations,
compiiance and faw enforcement, prosecu.

tions) as well as pacticipating in our activi-
ties across the board. The new communily
celations person will be responsible for the
Area's public awarcness, publications, visitor
centre (Tongariro National Trout Centre) and
similac activities.

The process of selection ancl appointment is
well underway and we arc looking forward
1othe new staff joining us. Progress to date
includes the appointments of Rob Kirkwood
as a Ranger, Carolyn Poots as Progiamme
Manager, Setvice and Mark Venman as
Techwical Suppert @fficer. By the time you
read this we should have appointed a Ranger,
Service to manage the fishing licenoe admin-
istration and a Progmmme Manager.
Community Relations will be on board for
the star: of the new financial year in July. In
the meantune we have inveigled the long-suf-
fering Shirtey Oates temporarily back out of
retirement to help with licensing and office
adonnistration.  We'll introduce you to the
new fucces in the next issue of Targel Taupe.

YEAR FIOUND HOLIDAY MODE

The ultimate in lake living.
Relax in an exquisite home

Artists Impression

Phil Turner

MOB 021325010 Office 07-378 1112  A/H 07-377 2262

Taupo Really Services Ltd MREINZ
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S0l1d Summer yeason

By Clenn Macleem

Gruphl: Acoustic ¢sti-
matte of the nmber of
large (rewt in fake Tafo
i November from 988
te 2002

(No data availabic for

1990 and 1999)

Tabie I: Average calch
rate perangicr) for
anglers intervéewed on
Lake Yeeeepo November
2002 to february 2003

Overall the fishing on iake Taupo this summcer has been geod reflecting the November
acoustic esaimate of the size of the adult trout populationThis survey estimated the popula-
tion of large trout to be approximately 100,000 fish.

Normalty we work on 100,00 trout as being the benchmark for a goed summer and subse
quent winter of angling Thetiming of the survey in late November meansthatina typical yeac,
any Kellts which have sucvived spawning will have ietuencd to the lakc and arc included in the
count. However, fast yeac spawning was so late that a significant number of large fish were still
up the streams when the count was made. For example €3% of the fish we trapped in the Waipa
stream last ycar weee trapped afiter 1 September and 22% after 1 November. Therefore the
count of 100,000 trout was an underestimate of the total number of laige trout in the lishery.
A comparison of the November acoustic ¢stimatces since 1988 is shown in graph 1.

250000

Humber of trout = 3Scm

1988 1589 1950 1991 1992 1993 1994 19%5 1998 1997 1998 1999 20800 2001 2008
Yoy

Our angling data for the November to February period reflects that catch rates have stayed el
atively kigh over the whole summer which is unusual (Table ). ‘typially the catch eete falls
away in January as the fish start te concentrate decper in the lake out of reach of commonly
used deep trolling mctheds like leadlines. Tiis has occarced to some degrec this year but is
offset by the success of anglers usitig othee methods Cfable 2).

|Menth Catch rate T (fish per hour)
IN.VK‘MML _ | ———— 034

December | 0.42

l_lanuarv — 028

February (Nela TN
|Average i 033

¥



Table 2: Avenmge catch Mcihod Catch rate (fish/hour) Houcs ol ¢flort recorded
v method for anglers
o ks T Novonper[Shalon el 237 —
te kebreuary 2003 Leadiines 018 545
Wirelines 031 73
Downriggers 039 147
Jigging 0.74 215

In part, the high catch rates through January and February refiect the remirn of kelts to the
lake, bought in by several small freshes in December. ‘These fish feed rvenously and tend to
concentrate around the drop-off where they are aasily caught. However it is alse apparent that
anglers jig lishing have cajoyeda lot of success.

fedle 3> Average catcly rate  1n @able 3 the average cacch eate for each method js compan:d for 2001/02 and 2602/03.
(fisb per bowr) by metired

Jor the period November to | Method 2001/02 2002/03

february 2001702 gnet . L

2002/03 Shallow trolling. 047 0.37
Leadlities 0.18 018

Fishing for smetting fish

areund the lakze edge was Wirclines 033 031
wlatively poor last spring Downriggers 047 039
due (o the late return of

ketts (o tbe take. Jigging 028 0.74

Photo: Brendon Mattbaes




‘fhe reduction in success shallow trolling or harling is likely to be directly linked to the lack of
recovering fish in the lake over spring, these fish typicaily form a significant part of the catch
using this method. le is also obvious that anglers have had much more success this ycar using
jisging techniques. We arc unsure whether this ref.ccts that jig anglers skill levels ace improv-
ing ot that the fish were more vulneiable to this technigue this summer for some other reason,
However it is still not a widely practised method. Over the 2001/02 sammer only 10 percent
of anglers interviewed by our rangers while fishing were using this method and this summer
jig anglers still only comprised 14.7% of all anglers on the lake. Interestingly 87% and 82% of
jigging anglers in the two years respectively were intecvicwed at the southern end of the lake.
‘This is.consistent with our absetvations while making acrial counts Regulacly we sec concen-
teations of anglers jigging in the vicinity of the Delta andTaurangaTauporiver mouth but only
very nccasionat jig anglers elsewhere around the lake.

‘The high catch rates by jig fishers have caused some consternation amongst other angicrs.
Clearly there is a petemial fer an increased harvest if these catch rates are maintained and (he
method docs become widely practised. We will monitor this closely but by the same token peo-
ple are catching fish at a tiine when most anglers typically find tishing very hard, which is after
all one of the experiences we are trying to provide

Much of the criticism regarding jigging relates to the survival of fish caught and released
However our trial 10 years ago into the mortality of fish caught by ditferent methods indi
cated that while £.sh caught at depth suffered greater mortality, the key factor was how fast
the fish were bought to the surface. Trout caught jigging tend to come to the sucface much
more slowly than £.sh caught on downriggers and so should suffer less mortality. As much
as some anglers may not like to hear it the mortality of {ish caught and released on booby
flies and the like fished using the heave and leave (echnique at the nearby river mouths is
likely te be greater.

This summer anglers interviewed as part of the routine creel surveys have cated their satisfae
tion with the size and condition of the fish at 3.3 out of 5. their angling success at 3.3 out of 5
and their enjoymem at 4.6 out of 5. This ison a par with last summer and slightly down for size

THE NORTH ISLANDS RAFT FISHING SPECIALISTS

From novice to experts, local or back
country locations, we can provide
you with the expertise, instruction,
aequipment and fabulous food,

Single or muttiday trips, including
helicopter access tothose remote
locations you've only dreamad about.

Tongariro Book Now
Mohaka (Vg
Rangiteiki  Miss Out!

Phone 0800 35 34 35

ian@wildernessco.nz
wwwwilderness.co.nz
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@:wwen Badey frem Tatbape
shows Ranger Rob Hood e
373kg brewn treut caught
o.ff Cabbage Tree Fofnt, jake
Taupio in late December:

Phote: lan Wilsen
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and angling success compared © the late £990s.in a large part the tating for the size and con
dition ofthe fith is influenced by the number of kelts newly arrived in the lake over Christmas
Just as occurred the previous summer. the late spawning meant these fish returned to the lake
100 late to recover condition before the influx of suiumer anglers.

Over 80 percent of anglers said that nothiing detracted from their angling experience on the
lake The most common concern among the remaining anglers was the behaviour of jet skiers
and to a lesser degree. water skicrs, particularly over the busy Christmas period

The other feature of the fishing this summer has been the evening rise, ¢specially on the
Tongariro.1'his is discussed in Evening Dry Fishing onTaupo Rivers on page 18. While this is a
regular occurrence on theTongariro in most years. the intensity and extended duration of activ-
ity through into february thissummer was memorable.This likcly ref tects the unusually settled
flow conditions over recent months which favourcd insectand juvenile trout production and
the very late spawiung which meant there were nany more recovering trout in the river than
usual for this time of vear, This also bodes well for trout numbers in the next couple of years
when the juveniles thriving in the rivers at the moment begin to mature.

Catch rates on Jake Otamangakau reflect that this lake has generally fished well once condr
tions warmed up early in the New YeacThe average catch rate measured has been 0.26 large
fish perhour orone fish every four hours.This may still scem very low but is significantly high
er than typical catch rates recorded in recent years 0£0.15 to 8.18 fishper hour (one lish every
5.5 to G.5 hours).The other feature this year has been tbe exceltent condition of the treut of
beth species.Amongst the fish we have measured have been several sainbows over 2.7 kg with
condition factors greater than 70. 1t will be interesting to see what comes through the ‘Te
Whaiau trap this wintec

Ovenll this winteris shaping up well on theTaupo rivers Given the pattern of very late spawn
ing runs in recent years itis likely that the runs will once again be late. Rather than starting at
Laster it may weli be more prudent to star. later and finish latee Some of the best angling over
the last e years has been in September and October. How many of you were still fishing the
Tanpo rivers then? However it could all change, particularly if we get a more typical winter
with regular rain to stimulite the runs. It is all part of the uncertainty of fishing.




Rehuilding the bund (o
keep the wWaimarino
River in its exysting
channel

Phote: Glenn Macleain

In culy February Enviconmem Waikato undertook cepairs to a stopbank on the Waimarino
River, which closcd off an old channcl that had previously flowed close to Korohe Pa.

1n the carly 1990s this channel had been croding its way towards Korohe and residents were
concerned that the river might eventually break out and inundate their houses and property
1n late 1994 the channel was closed with a substantial bund and the river returned to an
¢eaclier channel on the non.h side of the flood plain.

Thebund is approxim.ately 408 metres downstream from the winter fishing limitand over the
intervening years foods have eroded much of it away. Faced with a risk of a future flood
breaching the bund Environment Waikato used a maintenance condition in their conscnt
obrained for the earlier works to effiect repairs. 1n the original structure large angular rocks
which were bought onto the site were used to anchor the bund. Ilowever, this time, finee
material from the siver channel was pushed against the bund to increase both its height and
width. Several lage trees which had fallen into the stream just upstream were also removed
to improve the river flow and these laid agiinst the bund to further steengthen it

ey B T =T 3 e

TRACKS UPDATE
#Wben you visit fer the winter fishing, the successful outcome of our track clearing’
wcontriact should be evident The tricks have recently been checked and the work required -

.::po(cd‘ Contractors have been engaged to begin in March and the bulleof the track clear
P :

ZMance and maiyitenance work should bé completed by Eastec
% rosoe 2
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—

»
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Raugyr Rob Hoed Geft)
and Féshery Sciwntist
Micbel decina! seime a
Satiple o f smeli,

Pheto: Gienn Mactean

When ¥ou age focused on hooking a big teout
on the kake.orin a nvqraqndeaupo. it's easy
to_forget the vury smnl) transpacent fish the

melt Revsoplana el lmpmna) that arc pivotall
to the guccess of trowt in {ake Taupo. Without
smelt, sustining a rainkow trout fishery in

lake Taupo would be difficult if not impess

ble. Alzthotgh sainbow trowt preyon a varety

of food it¢ns, smel represent 99% of their =

{liet. Therefore, the growth mate and hody con
dision of trout in the kke is directly propor
tionate to the abundance and size of smelt.

When trout were fiests introduce:d into lake
Taupo the.popuktions of the two fish species
(koaro and common bullies) originally present
n the ke were umable to sustain the level of
teout predation.and sosmelt were introduced
from the Wakeato Riservia the Rotoqua lakes:
The initial inugduction dfsmelt was in 1934
and yearly'releases occurred until 1940 when
smelt had cstablished a strong scll-sulficien
popultion, Thi success of the intrxuction is
cleasty obvious since the mout condition and
averag size has remained exceptional by any
s1andard since

Smclt spend most of the year in deep waer
olfshore feeling on sooplankion Ia the
spring, the adulis moae in10 thie shallow mar-

’b'b"\«g

ginyaround.ihe lake 1o spawn in the’sand. The * ]
spawming scason spreads from November
until Miuch when they spawn for the sccond
time,

Smclt _populitions  dynamies ase cxuemcly
complex. Their populations ar¢ cvclic, and a
voricty of fiaturl factors Gike 'ﬁmcrasc com-
petiion and nutcicnt levdds) detcrminé R
class strength and overall abundance. Smelt
younger than onc Year old ai¢ the bulk ol the
pepulation and their availabiliey, is critical, |
since tcout need them for rapid growth

When smelt are offshore 5t is dificult to tnon:
itor their abundance.and size and so to esth-
mile the overll health of the population.
However, when they spawn they will come
within a few metres of the sandy shoreline
where we can ¢asily catch and monitor them
using a beach scine net.

We Irive some good data on spawning smclt
abundance along the like shote for the late
1980s.and mid-1990s, But as we pointed out
in 2 rocent issue of Faryet Yaupo, the water
quality of the lzke s changing and one of our
oulin concemws is to monitor how smelt will
atdinl to the new conditions. ‘Theiefore we
have designed a prégr.amme (0 monitor sinclt




Sorting the catch.

Photos: Glenmt Mactean
dnd Rob Hewxl

abundance using the same methodolegy and
sites as were used in 1995 and 1996 Every
month live samples (bauls) are taken :it cach
of the daree sites around the Jake shore, using
acight metre long seine net.The smelt caught
in each sample are¢ counred. It somerinies
takes a while as numbcers can range from a
few individuals to many hondreds. A sample
of the catch is taken for later analysis which
provides infortnation on population structure
including age. size. conditiou, reproductive
status,and the timing of spanwvning, Any juves
nile: trout or common bullies caught are alse
counted and released.

Monitoring began in November last yeeas and
the results of the first feur monthsindicate that
in 2002 smelt concentrated later adeng the
beaches to spawn than in 19935 and 1996 No
obvious change i smelt size is so far netice-
able however in Necember the density of smelt
at the northiern end of the lake was feur times
larger than the maxitoum density we observed
in the id-1990s. 1t is carly te draw any con
clusion but nevettheless we are coufident that
the smelt pepukition is still healthy, contrary to
the perception of some anglets

PROGUARD TRS

APRONS & ACCESSORIES
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adults, children.

@ Excellent Thermal
insulation. Neoprene
with jersey knit bonded
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® Hard Wearing Seams
are seafed and taped
for extra strength.

® High Quality Gumboots
bonded in place - steef
cap options.

® Knee pad and Cell
phone pocket options.

® Also Neaprene hats and
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aprons and accessories.

® Fuil repair service.

Waist Waders  Chest Waders

Thigh Waders
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0. Box 48, Mazogalursto, Nerikland, k.2,
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TEAM PROFILE

Peter Morton

Peter Morton has 1ccently joined the Turangi Officc of DOC. Fellewing the departure of
Cam $peedy, Peter has taken over the cole of biodiversity technical support supervisor. and
is responsible for co-ordinating the team of biodiversity specialiss at the conservancy
office.

Pcter is not new te MOC'S weik in theTongarire’laupo Conservancy, having spent the last
8 yecars working fer DOC at Whakapapa. In this relc he managed the Ruapchu Arca's
threatecned plant and animal pretection work, inciuding the Tongariro Ferest Kiwi
Sanctuary.as wellas plantand animal pest control projects.

Having litcrally started eut on the end of a shovel with ®OC, as a scasonal erack worker
during student holidays, this new 1ole represents the latest in a long scries of career
challenges within DOC. “I'd recemmend a career in conservation to anyone who wants to
make a difference te the enviconment w¢ live in. You never stop learning when you're
working with matuce, and the people dmwa to this sort of work tend to be very enthusiastic
and dedicated to what they do™

Outside of work Peter spends his time rock climbing and ski-touring. His partner Andrea is
also about to start a new job as the had of the science department at Tauhara College
Together with their young son Sam, they will shortly be swapping the bush at Owhango, for
the ke atTaupe
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Rives or l.ake Ficlling thaif/full day)
Specislly Winter Nymphing!
Evening / Night sishing

Novice or Expericnced Anglers

Al Fquipment Supplied

Mohile: 021 638 242
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Te: 073770035 Fax: 07377 0135
Website: www.nzflyfish.co.nz
Emali: u2fishtavpo@xtra.co.nz

P® Box 1 585, Taupo, N
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Creel Tackle H ouse,

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929
FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS

® Quality fly tying matetials
@ Hire Wckle
@ Open 7 days

Central North Island Agents for:

GUIDED

FLy FISHING
on the Mighty Tongariro River
& LaKe Tawpo Tiibutiies
Full Tuition e Quality Tackle
with
KEN DRUMMOND
PHONE (07) 386 0411
P.0O. BOX 186 TURANGI

Enunt=fly¢re11®xtru.conz
MEMBER: NZ PROFESSIONAL GUIBES ASSN.

Bert 5 Retreat
Hatepe, Lake Taupo
Fish the beautiful
Hinemaiaia River
3 bedroom bach to rent

Phone 06 358 9015
or 021 461 956
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Middle bosen (double xmeked, supeab ifavoor

ORDERS: Phane/Fax (07) 366 0235
or A (07) 366 8454

* Righton the Banks of the world famous
Tongariro River
* Insxpensive rivérside akommodation
Doubles from $45 per night
* Large shared K\lchcnf'd[nin%\m.m wich all facilicies
» TV lounge with open fice and sun decks
¢ ["ishing Guides available

15 Taupehi Road,Turangi,
New Zealand
Ph (D7) RRGR_18D

chauffeured, ral perience

We alse run family wi ater raffing frips
For Rafting ft Fishing in the Morth lsland
Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting
PO Box 281, Turongi.
Ph: 0800 10 10 24.  Fax: 07 386 6445,
Email: rafting@xtra.co.nz

Tauranga-Taupo Fishing
Lodge i

\
Lake Taupe ® New Zealand L R
Right next to the
Qaurangndan po River

@ Motels - Gabins - Camping Gretind
® Licensed Reseeurane 8¢ Bar

@ Fish cleaning coom & freeair

@ Fishing guide available

Ph: (07) 386 8385 @ Fax: (#7) 386 8386

Hosn: Keven, frene, Chris & Rachel
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* TARATA FISHAWAY e

= ACCOMMODATION « GUIDED OR UNGUIDED FINHING ¢

Situated in the remole Mokai Valey where tte pichresque
Mang mie| Aivier meeis the regged Ruahine Ranges, Uniqve
traut fishing nght a1 aur doorstzp,

Localfen, lecation, location New! River Retreat,
Spa Bath, Hemeslead, Fisherman’s Cothege. Teout
Fishing. Rating, Tramping, Spotlight Safaris,
Camp Out’s, "Mini™ Golt, Qay Bird Shooting.

TourHosts:Trudi &
Siephen Mattoek
P11:063880354.
Fax: 06398 0954
Email: fishaway@iraco.nz
Web: wwwiaralagnnt

* All standards of
accomedation
from $25 per night
per person

* Self catering focilifies
and BBG! areas

* Fire side Bar

* A la Carte Restaurant
* Micro Brewery
* Spa & Sauna

» We'll even cock
your calch!

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106

Kaumanawa Bistio

LICENCED RESTAURANT
at the Kaimanawa Lodge, Turangi

Delicious food
for hungry fisher men
HOSTS: Jim & Rae Magan
238 faupahi Read
Phone 07 386 8709 Fax 07 386 8768

Mebile 025 955 230
Email j.rimagan@aclrix.coaz

Fal B3

TURANGI

CABINS &
" HoLipAY
PARK

MoOTUOAPA WF
MoTor Camp

Faciities isclude:

» Kitches and diving rooms calering
Tex ower 100 peaple

» Laindries with audomatic washing

machines, dryers & érying mam

=TV rocm = B34 aweas » Table Tearis

» Childrens Play Area » Teleghose

« Figh cleaning anea & fish Ireeoe

e I‘s.*llle; 860, .‘hw-l

» Caravan & baoal storage

Ohuanpa R,

PO Box 41, Tura ngi

Phong: 07 3888754
Fa;wﬂcam“ 073367182

13 Parckaranpaaiga Rd
Motutaps, P&‘ao:d! Turangi

Phong-07 3867

MOTEL/CARAVAN PARK
SH 1, Waitahanui, Taupo

* 8 fully self

Budget peiced
Scvemmedation
Big 0N Comiort
and senice,
Onys17per
night. guests
supply own
Freezey
and fishi smoke
Shurfesenvice to
favoutefisting
possies. Enjey
aneok ow free
desens every
night, Guide:
arranged

Call Clint or Janeve Green
for boaking or quote
PtvFax {07} 386 8281

beflbird@reap.orgnz

Tuangi

To advertise in the Taupo Field & Stream Directory for only $85 + GST per issue
and reach 12,000 annual fishing ficence hoiders,

contact Peter Mcintosh on {09) 634 1800.

Email: peter.mcintosh@®@fishgamenz.co.nz




ULTIMATE
RIDING
'MACHINE.

THE NEW SS700 There's a sportier, more stylized of this boat are the envy of many, providing
look to the Haines Hunter SS 700. Designed for people who need seamless performance and comfort with a

maore lifestyle options from their boat combined with the luxury of sporting flare of a true thoroughbred. It all adds.up

increased protection from the elements that the new Sports Sedan  to a less strenuous day on the water. Test drive the “ o

provides. The combination of great looks, comfort, handling and Haines Hunter SS 700 and experience a new direction in boating.
room to spare make it easier to enjoy the rewards of being out on s :
the water with family and friends. The handling characteristics HAINE‘SHUN TER i

THE SECRET IS IN-THE RIDE

CRES, 20255

A= cre



PURCHASE YOUR
2003 DUCK
SHOOTING LICENCE

from Outdoorsman and choose one of these
great products for only

Resort Chair W Ridgeline 200 weight
collapsible, with carry bag 59@@5?5& Polarfleece T Shirt
valued at $39.95 valued at $44.95

offer expires Sth May 2003 oc while stocks last

GUNROOM OPEN

Over 100 new firearms on display. Trades welcome.

Breuming Gold Hunter S shot Semt Auto

OoP EN | 7 . DAYS
Outdoorsman Headquarters

EXPERIENCE NEW ZEALAND’S GREATEST
OUTDOOR OUTFITTERS

www.outdoorsman.co.nz 6 Tarawera Road, Raotorua Ph: 07-345 9333
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