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a new beginning

When our customers asked us to come up with a range of fly rods that were affordable. we!l made,
easy to cast, transportable, {ooked great, with quality hardware and a protective tube, AND covered
by our NZ made S year warranty ... we laughed, scratched our heads and looked puzzled ... then
got over it and got to work!

i Kilwell Genesis fly rods offer everything our customers requested
- and all for a very affordable price too!

Genesis at a Glance

s Dual modulus graphite blanks finished in deep cabernet red.

u Group tailored hard chrome snake guides and Hard WNitride stripper guide.
® Quality A grade cork in Full of Half Wells shapes

8 Durable uplocking low glare all aluminium reel seat with ‘sure tock’ seal

¥ Fighting butt on all models

sure lock seal all aluminium up locking reel seat

-4 A grade
Portugese
cork e |

non detachable fighting butt on all models

“Eagroup
tailored
quides

progressive mid flex action

sectionalised
rod tube, no
need for bag

deep cabernet red blank colour

Models
8953 89" line wt 5, 3 piece . The ideal small stream er high country NZ rod
for drles and nymphs. Long enough to aid mending, short enough to tuck

pn‘ced from ' A casts.in under the bank. Half wells grip.
around \ 8963 8’9" line wt §, 3 piece - For small streams and medium rivers and all
5350 00 o . with the transportability of a 3 piece rod! This 6 weight will handle bulky
= SR 2 driesand heavy bead heads into a headwind. Half wells grip.
9363 93" line wt 6, 3 piece - As per our 879" version only with the comfort
of extra reach - fer improved mendina and roll casting. Half wels grip.

Geoff Muir cradles
a cracker conditioned
rainbow hen

9064 90" line wt §, 4 piece - A universal smallmedium water 6 weight rod
in a handy travel size. Half wells geip

9373 93" linewt 2. 3 piece - Your New Zealand ‘take just one sod’ eutfitl
This classic allreunder is as well suited throwing weighted nym phs on rivers
as itis swimming streamers on the lake. Length, transpostahility and the beef
to handle windy days all in one rod, Full wells grip

9383 93 line wt 7, 3 piece - A gieat mediumvheavy water rod for lakes and
nymphina with bombs. Good mending and soll casting - light enough to cast
all day. Full wetisgrip

9983 9'9" linewt 8, 3 piece - The extra length ef this bigwater rod make it a
Only KILWELL RODCRAFT NEW ZEALAND master ferdeep water wading with vastly improved line handlealility,

MADE RODS come with their Special 5 Year PROUDLY especially coll casting and mending. Ideal for the Taupo dixtrict, Full wells grip-
Unconditional Rod Blank Guarantee

- Regardless of the circumstances of any rod 9993 9'9“ line wt 9, 3 piece - Handle the windiest of conditions and heaviest
blank damage or breakage KILWELL will of fish with this 9 weight rod. At 9'S* it reaches superbly well for enthe
repair or replace the 3 e water line controk Full wells grip.

SINCE 1933
: check out our website @ www.kilwell.co.nz
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Telling It Like It Is

One of the endurng characteristics of human nawre that sometimes amazes and con
founds me is our ability (o forget or reinvent the past. @rputanother way: ourappag
enr predisposition 10 let the most recent events in our lives overwhelm our older
memories and experiences.

1 found myself dealing with this trait while writing the feawre article in this edition of
Target Taupe 1 was forced w recollect the detais of some of the Lake T:mpo trout
fishing expericnces of my distant childhood. It was a serious struggle to sepaiate fact
from fancy; to recall the past without colouring it with my modern knowledge and
perspective. I my brothers or cousins read this they'll probably well you T didn't have
a lot of stccess - but [ know where they're coming from too!

It sometimes seems that as anglers we tend e over-emphasise the current state of the
fishery in our minds without looking at the broader context of time. So when (shing
is goed by any objective measure, we think it's fantastic When it's mediocre, we think
it’s the pits

However imperfect my own recall of thetaubo fishery,itis atleast lenpthy and 1 often
have the privileged advantage of being able to consult reports, technical datz and offi-
cial files, as well as the equally aberrant memories of peers and associaies, This has
reinforced 10 me the vagaries of even recent memory

Over the last few years | have reviewed a huge amount of information abowut the fish-
ery. particularly itom the last half ceatury, in the course of preparing submissions and
appeals for resource consent applications Much of thae information covers the last
38 years in which I have hidd an on-and-off professional involvement with the fishery
U've had the opportunity to compare the public utterances of anglers, fishery man
agersiengineers. politicians and other bureaucrits with the sometimes-hidden realitics
of the time and the certainties of subsequent events,

I there has been one compelling lesson, it is that ¢xaggerazion, prevaricaton and
hyp¢, in other words "spin”, will eventually be revealed for what they are. Shortterm
ateempts 10 hide uncertainties or unpalatable truths serve no one well. From chat
comes an underlying principle about the way we should handle information - tell it
like it is

Inevitablyas managers of thefishery that we all cherish. our team has access to infoe
mation and first-hand knowledge that few other anglers have. Thatisa privileged posi-
tion and we have an obljgation to impart that knowledge in a fitir and accurate way
‘Ther¢ is a huge tempuation to think rhat good ncws is more important than good
analysis. It makes us feel good and maybe even look goed. Fortunately for me, the
shery team isa bunch of realists who quickly cut me or their colleagues down if they
detect a hint of inational spin. Anl why not, t0o? They have to live with the conse-
quences of rash or careless or indefensible predictions every bit as much as does the

perpetruoe

Se we encourage a culture of secking to inform and explain that acknowledges the
unccrtaiuties where they are known, thatanalyses information as well as just uansfers
it. that provides historical perspective where it can and that tries to avoid the arn-
gance of being keepers of that information.



Especially, we try to emphasisc the natural variability that occurs with a wild rrout fish
cry, recopnising the often-overwhelming dominance of nature over ¢he intervention of
mumans. and encoueging anglers ro accept and adapt to thesc influences. In the
abscacc of long-term adverse cavironmental changes. it is realistic to expect that the
conditions experienced in any one year will almost certainly come again in one
angler's lifeime. ‘The good and the bad.

So we arc careful to remind people 1o make the most of good fishing opportunitics
while they are here because they inevitably won't last. Remember 1998, following the
cruptions of Mount Ruapchu, when Taupo trout were so big and fat that few living
anglers could cecall a pacallel?  In the following two years there wasa boom in trout

numbers, Yet at the samc time, fishing in Lakc @amangakau for trophy-sized trout was
rclatively pooc ] think many anglers were deaf o the evidence and expla
which all poiated to shortterm chanpes in the context of a stable management frame
work.

ons

Funnily enough the tables are tuened this yeac The Taupo fshery is in a downward
phase ol its cycle. Trout numbcers arc average and size and condition are not great as
the lae-migeating spawners missed the feeding flush oa smclt in the spring. But given
celatively normal rain and flows over the next nine months we can look forward to
ccmen to the quality of fishing we were used to.and for the most part happily accept-
«d, before the recent boom years. What disappoints mc a little ace the comments from
somc anglers who didn't hear what we said two or three short years ago and who now
can only see doom and gloom for the futurc.

At Jake Otamangakau on the other hand, the fishery is in a boom cycle. Numbers of
spawning trout through the Te Whaiau trap to date are the second highcest in the ninc
years of record. And the size and condition of jish are close to the best they have
been. Even at this cacly stage of the season there have been more "double figure”
(4.54kp+) minbows teapped than for the wholc of last yrar @ur advice 10 you is to
make the most of these opportunitics next season, but remember it won't always be
like this.

All we ask is a lair hearing, an open mind,a willingncss to consider all the information
in context, and honest feedback. So please read the articles inside carcfully The
mostly written by avid fellow anglers who just happen to be experienced and quali
fied fishery management professionals. They understand trout fishing, but especially
they understand and are committed to our Taupo fishery They would be just as dis-
appointed as you to bc misled; to have rised false hopes or unwaceanted ploom by
poor analysis and unrealistic predictions. So we'll keep welling it like it is

are

Enjoy your fishing as you findit. Nothing is more certain than thac it will b e different,
for better and worse, in the future.

Tight lines
John Gibbs

Taupo Fishery Area Manager
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“John is the Taupo Fishery Area Manager. He
Ve i has fished Lake Taupo since the 1950s and
s working involvement with the fishery goes
. back to 1964. John has a passion for the
- lake and its ecology, but especially its trout.

By John Gibbs




A prime Mission Beay rvain-
beuw from we 19505
Photo: Jobn Gibbs

How it was

In the mid-1950s when 1 staned fishing at
Lake Taupo things were pretty simple. We
used a 12 foot wooden clinker dinghy with a
2 horscpower British Scagull outboard
motor. and that was about it,

Tackle was as hasic Short, stiff split cane
rods with bakclite centrepinrecls filled with
monofilament line or heavy biaid. This was
the carly days of deep trolling in Taupo and
the rest of the gear was cqually crude. The
robust nylon tiace was loaded with a 2
ounce (36g) lead sinker, prefeably formed as
a twist-on barrel weight, and tenininal wuckle
was the trusty Penny spoon in red and cop
pern Mother of Pearl spoon. or a Noswich
spoon, known further norrb as the Billy Hill,

Launched off the rocky Mission Bay beach
where we camped in summer. the dinghy
opened a new world o a Tathape farm boy:
After the muddy crecks of my papa country
home, 1.ake Taupo was like a liguid crystal. 1

Hew it was

would marvel at the rippled sand of the lake
bed many metres below and spend hours
following the private lives of bullics and
smelt in water thag, it seemed. you couldsce
through for ¢ver

The sights, sounds and smells of those¢ sum-
mers probably mean little to anyone who
hasn’t experienced them. ‘They are special
places in the treasure store of my memory
Manuka smoke from a billy fire. Trow grilling
on the embers. Heat and ringing cicadas. Fhie
snap of broom pods splitting in the after-
noon. Kids sent off for a swim after lunch
while Mum and Dad had “a lie down”.The
carefully carved litic pumice butter cooler -
a miniacure chilly bin with a recessed lid tha
we had 10 remember to keep wutered so
evaporation would stop our favourite spread
going rancid. Father’s careful stacking of big
brown bottles of home brew in rock pools
that always seemed to be in the shade of a
tree. Brumbics coming om from the pine
trees behind the main road in the evenings.
Suaggly blucy-green trees of uncertain
provenance, still there today and. like most
childhood icons, seemingly no bigger now
than they were then.

The day Bad cemked the outboard off the
back of the dinghy is engraved in my mind.
No less than the next two days spent care
fully rowing back and for:h over the drop
zon¢ towing a giapnel, finally to ke the
catch down o Flight's garage at Oruama.Ihe
cnpericnec and adaprability of a back-coun-
try mechanic and a bit of alchemy seon had
the Seagull back in service.

In those days the daily bag limit on Taupo
was eight trout. In 1960 it was removed alto
gether to reduce the numbers of poor.con-
ditioned lish gathering in the lake after
spawning. [ don't remember huge caches
then. As occasional visitors to “the lake™ we
considered oursclves lucky 1o go home with
half a dozen smoked fish for our couple of
weeks holiday

So what now?

1nthe years since,there has been a huge evo.
lution in trolling techniques and ancillary
gear. We'll look at some of the changes and
Lll offer comments on the technology now
available te those anglers who choose to
wtilise it. I won't cover the actual fishing
gear.rods, reels. lines, lures and dowanriggers.
as these can be addressed in later articles.



Perfection?

We all search for perfection in life

Give yourself the edge with SaBEE °©
They may cost a little more,
but don’t you find in life
that the best alvways does!

www sageflyflsh €0.nZ

; www. S.M:‘Eflvﬂ'sf! com
Fisherman’s. I.ufg,f,hnstchurth ® Sporting Life, Turanga @ The Fly & Gun Shop, Taupo
Tisdalls, Auckland @ Tisdalls, Wellington @ Tisdalls, Palmerston North @ Hamills New Zealand, Hastings

Hamills ®ow Zealand, Rotorua @ Fish City Ltd, Hamilton @ Fish City Ltd, Albany @ Hunting & Fishing Wellington, Lower Hutt
™
The Complete Angler, Christchurch @ Centrefire McCarthys, Dunedin ® Element (Outdoor Adventures Ltd), Queenstown



Usefud maps: Lake Tatspe
chart @2f). batbymetsy
(centre) and tepoygrapbi-
ced map (right)

Pboto fobn Gibbs

You'll probably recognize op portunities for
inwegration of several of these wechniques
and equipment (o get the most success and
pleasurce from your fishing cfforts.

How can technology help
decide where te ge?

Where 10 go is the conunonest question in
the minds of the 80-0dd percent of ‘T:mpo
anglers who don't actually live here, and for
a fair few locals as well. Where can we get
good information to help us decide where to
:sh on the lake? technology certainly helps
here, even if sume of it is as old as the print
ing press. 1 think there are twokey questions
we nced to answerWhere are the hot spets,
and what will the weather or our available
time allow us to explore?

Stacting with the flrst and apparcatly most
difficult. The location of trout in the lake
varies secasonally and is determincd by
amongst other things the location of their
prey, water temperatures and theie smte of
maturity. This was discussed in detail in The
An Of Jigging' Tewrpet Taupo issue 37). ln
genenl lake fishing doesn’t change quickly
What's good this week will probably still be,
albeit a little more oralittleless, next week.
Change is gradual. So a caich-up hrough
published fishing reports in local papers and
specialist fishing media is helpful. Don't for
get the numerous books published on'taupo
fishing for useful general seasonal guides.
The newest technological ool has great
potential for anglers - the world widc web.
There are a good number of sites on the
internct with detailed Taupo fishing informa-

tion.Admitted]ly most arc oriented to fly fish
ing on the rivers but there isa fair amount of
use ful stuff for the lake wrolleras well,

Another recent innovation is fislhing maps
on a CD ROM. At lcast one company sclls a
disk that shows maps with favouired fishing
locations for the whole country, including
IakeThupo. You can use the GPS.coordinates
provided or enter your own through your
PCTaupo anglers probably won't find much
use for thetide vables though.

Now you've picked a few locations 10 target
your quarry What next? tndoubtedly the
weather. At 616 square kilometres, Tiupo is
New Zealand's largest lake and is exposed 10
wind from all directions Not only docs the
wind blow strong.it can rise from dead calm
to gale force in 15 minutes and its no place
to be stuck on a lee shore in a small cun
abow,ora decent sized launch for that mat-
ter.Even if its not a safcty issue, you could be
like me: with an inseparable crew member
who loves the boat, loves the lake and loves
fishing but suffers from seasickness. Rough
weather can stigin relationships! The simple
lesson: never go out without getting a prop
¢r weather forecast.

By proper [ mean a puipose-compiled marine
forecast mvailable from conuneicial agencies
(the Met Service MctPhonc 0940 999 07,
MctEre 0990 77 999), the North Island daily
papers o best of all. T'aupo Coastguard Radio.
‘This excellent volneer service broadeasts
up-toctate forecasts for the lake on VHIF chan-
nel 61 at 0915, 1615, 1815 and 2015 hours
every daythey un a continuous radio watch




n aerial view of the
deepy weter diopoff
areund the {ake Tashe
shore
Lheto DOC turangl

from 1800 w 2030 hours on weekday's and
from 0989 (0 2030 hours on weekends and
public holidays. The opcrators are happy to
leg your uip reports so call them up swhen
you leave the ramp or harbour, give your ves-

sel's name, number of people on board

(POB), intended destination and, most impo ¢
tantly; estimated time of arrival (ETA) Den't
forger to log ofi’ at the end of your day, be'it at
an overnight anchorage or the fiuish of your
trip. This wilf ensure that someone knows
your intentions and will assist searchers if you
are reported overdue. Note that channel 16,
the ivternational VHF cailing and distress frz

quency, is not monitored on lake Taupo If
your budget only extends to a cellphone,
remember that no onc clse ncaby is moni
toring your whereabouts so can’'t come to
vour aid as readilly as if you're using a VHF
radio. Bul
emergency don't hesitate to dial 111

a cellphone is your recourse inan

Your VHF radio ¢an do much more than pso-
vide sveather information and emcrgency
communications.You c¢an gain a lot of useful
fishing inform:atian from monitoring channels
61 Cthe catiup repeaser channcl), 63 (the

repeater “clut” chamnel) and chanaels 6 and
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With practice yeu can
interpret the natnre of
the pettom frem the
appearance of the trace
On the seunder screen.
FigiMicket Dectiead
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71, the two muin simplex shiptoship chan-
ncls A local wackle shop broadcasts a fishing
cc por.on channel 63 at 1230 hours ducing the
peak loliday perdodsAt the very least you can
call up your mates and share stosies of success
and fzilure,but at all imes cemember there are
others istening and perhaps wanting to use
the chaniels. So be bref md keep it dean

How dccp should we be?

‘The answer to this question could be a
whole article on its own but “The Art Of
Jigging' provides some sound advice (feuget
Targpo issue 37 ) Suffice o say that laving
made the decision about how deep to fish
you nced to select the tools to get there.
Regardless of how deep you arc fishing, a
good rule of thumb is to keep your lure as
close to the bottom as possible, with the
exception uswally being when hacling [t
helps immenscely to have a ceasonable idea of
thedepthof water you're fishing in. Notonly
will it improve your strike rate but you'll
save a lot of expensive gear from the lucking
rocksand logs.

How do we know
how decp we are?

Talk depth and most people will think of
echosounders. But there are other options.

Doubtless though.a well setup cchosounder
is the most effective tool for determining
witer depth and for estimating fishing
depth once you know the capabilitics of
your gear and boat. 'm not a techmical
expert bur F've used scientilic, commercial
and recreational sounders extensively for
the last 25 years: have read a few hooks on
the subject and have taken a lot of notice of
what I've seen. I'm happy o risk a bit of
controversy and pass on my thoughts for
theTaupotroutwoller

Echospunders come in ail shapes and sizes
from the cheap and basic to the hugely
expensive versions. but they all do essential-
ly the same thing A transmitrer/receiver
(transducer) emits pulses of sound eneigy.
roughly in the shape of a cone.which ref.cct
off any objects they strike and bounce back
as cchoes. Because sound travels at a con-
stant speed in water the receiver can calcw
late its distance from the objeat producing
the echo by measuring the time taken fora
single pulse of encrgy to be reflected.
Successive clecrical impulses are converted
imo a display which graphically depicts the
pattern of received echoes

Izarly sounders used a chartdisplay with spe-
cially impregnated paper which was burned
by successive rotations of a stylus ctecteocle,
thus drawing a picture as the paper passed
between two drums. later displays used
LEDs apgainst a scale bar: Most commonly
now we usc sounders with ¢CI) displays, in
colour or monochrome, or the more oxjien-
sive and bulky 1V-style CRT wubes (videos).
Both the latter usually have digital and graph-
ic readowts. The ke bed is the most promi-
nent and consistent producer of echoes and
s0 it shows as a solid line across the display
and can provide a very accurate measure of
depth under your boat. With practice, the
natare of the lake bed material and other fea-
mires suchas weed beds can be readily deter
mined from the appearance of the tice on
the sotnderscreen . Figure 1)

Recreational echo sounders come in a range
of frequencies, usually between 35 and €50
kHz The higher frequencies are attenuued
faster in water so they don’t penctrate as far
as the lower frequencie s However, for the
depths encountered in Lake Taupo the com-
mon 200 kHz sounders are more than ade-
quate and have the bonuy of giving berter



detinition of targets than lower frequency
sounders. But more on that later

Perhaps the most imponant features in set-
ting up an cchosounder are to ensure the
transducer is properly mounted so that it is
not obstructed by other objects on the boat
hull:is akways immersed in “solid” water thiau
is notacrawed by hull projections. propelioss,
ctc;and isparaliel te the water surfice when
being vscd.The biggest source of error in a
sounder’s depth reading is caused by the
transducer being mounted at an angle to the
water surface. Bon't forget that the angle
may be finewhile the boat is at rest, but larg
cr planing hulls in padicuar take on Quite a
steep attitude at cetising sieed

What if you dom't have a sounder? Never
mind. You've got other, less accurate but cer-
rinly cheaper options. Onc of the k:ast
known t00ls is 2 bathymetry. A bathymerry
is simply an underwater contour map show-
ing differences in water depth, exactly as a
wopographical map does for the terrestrial
environmenec around us. And we're in luck
for there is a published bathymetry for take
Taupo and others for lakes Rotoain: and
Otamangakau. The LakeTaupo bathymeury is
drawn at the same scake of 1:58,000 (2cm =
lkm) as the Familiar topogiaphical maps. If

you'r¢ a reasonable judge of distance you
can estimate how far you arc from a point
ashore, scale it off on the map and get a sur-
prisingly good idea of the water depth under
you. For greater certainty you could invest in
a laser rangefinder but these have limited
range (usually less than ikm) and aren't
cheap. Bathymetrys are also gread for locat-
ing trolting runs. hidden reefs and holes,and
structure for the best jigging spots These
maps arc available fom most local book
storesand marine shops.

If you're fishing at 12:15 metres or less (10
colours of leadline), and the light is reason
able, you can usually identify the drop.off
from the shallow shelf o deeper water,
which is where many trout concentiate. A
noliceable darkening of the water, from
lighter green o darker blue, marks the edge
of the shelf and allows you to naviguate
around surprisingly closc to . Us'ing
polaroid glasses which reduce glare and
reflection, especially on overcast days, is a
gre-at aid in spottineg the drop-oif.

Finally, there’s nature’s depthsoundcr - the
shag. Shags feed on smelt, bullies, cafishand
koura by diving over the lake shallows
However they have a depth limit which is
about the edge of the drop-off, scy 10

Post te: Tengariro National Traut CentreSecicty. PO. Box 73. Turangi




metees. Watching for the groups of feeding
shags is a good way of locating the shelf
other methods aren't available, won't work,
or lcave you in doubt

How fast should we go?

[ hesiace 0 surt this discussion becausc it
will be contentious. But, for what its worth,
thescare my thoughts.Jf you're harling with
fly or flics only,go slow: say 1-1.2 knots (1.8
- 2.2 kn/h). Hadling with a @iy and small
cobra combination: abont 1.2-1.3 kn (2.2 -
2.4 ko/h). Beep wolling with cobra-style
lures: wy 1.4-1.9 kn (26 - 3.5 km/h). The
break in this pattern is the very specialised
technique of wigeining a flatfish on the bot-
tom whcen not only is a slow speed required
= say 1-1.3 ka (1.8 - 2.4 km/h) - but also a
lot of intermittent pulsing motion previded
by the holder of the rod. One obscreation |
have is that many deep trollers actually go

Leeding shags can be an
indicatier: of shaliew
weeter depily. Pheto Glenn
Meclecn,

100 slow. Have a close look sometime x the
speed of some of the big and successful
commercial charter launches.

If you are not sure whethcer you are ar the
right spced hang the lure back on at leasta
couple of metres of line and observe the
action at diffcrent boat speeds. Pick the
specd thatimparts the bvellest action to the
lure, be it fly, spoon, cobrit or flafish. What
you w:ll notice is that for cach type there is
a break point above which the lure loses
much of it5 erritic mouon. I suggest you
don’t go there.

Kilwell Genesis fly lines offer evéryfhing our customers requestec
- and all for a very affordable price too!

Genesis is available in line weights #6-9.

match with’ » ) i A
New Genesis === aided n) = UV inhibitor Priced from aro
Fly Ro = > u Slick coating with microballons™ = Low glare $1 20.0
- 8 models B\ = Hij float = Weight forward taper 2

check out our website
www.kilwell.co.nz
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Hew fast are we geing?

Youve sorted out the idea) speed but how
do you know when you're there? Again
there's a cange of aids from precise, direct
measurement 10 broad rules of thumhb. Many
powerboats have pitot specdometers that
use water pressure against a calibrated lixed
orifice 1o give a readout of speed on a dial.
While these arc quite accurate when planing
they ace virtually uscless at trolling speeds
Yachtlogs arc accurate atlow speeds butthe
last thing you want to tow among your
wolling lines is a propcllor on a cable. Most
modcrn depth sounders are available with a
speed transducer, a small 1finsomrmoumed
paddle wheel connccted clectronically to
the display scicen, which can give reason-

ably accurate readings. If you're looking at
this option uv and get onc that gives read-

ings in decimals of a Knot or km/h rather
tlan just whole numbersIf you're trying to
hold your speed at 1.6 kaots its not much
use if you can only read one or o knots
and nothing in between.

Another very accurate speed indicator is a

global positioning system. | will cover the
fun ing of GPS Jaier,but suffice 1o say it
can give quite precise speeds when goed
satellite coverage is lahle. The crucial
the update rate
which determines how often the speed is
checkedand recorded. Ideally a minimum of
one sccond update is prefemble.

performance criwerion i

Among the less-effective, but still quite use
ful methods of mcasuring or estimating
speed is to use the hoat's wchometer In
calm conditions you should tavel at cn
tally thesame speed fora given engine ipm




Te cleterinine the cerrect
(reiiing specd frail the
fure close (e 1he bert
and set your speed (0

and this can be referenced back t the e(pm
recorded when your lures reached their
sweerspot. The three main variables which
may atfect boat speed ace differences in load,

maximize the fure cctien cagine trim and especially wind. For cxample

PLhote Glenn Maclecn
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one subtlc way (0 alter your speed is to trim
your outboard in or out without altering the
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& cwn patios. sunounding an alkyear heated swimming pool
and hat 5p3. Lisensed nastamant & room serviee meals
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golt, unling, ratting, tramping and mountain bikirte
Fishing Guide services arranged and‘or lackig
waden; fiies etc (or sale & hire

Phone or fax us for a quote.
Linda & Terry Drum
PO Box 130, Turangi.

WEBSITE: hap:/iwww fishnfunt.co.nz/fishinglongters.hum

E-MAIL; onglers@reap. org. nz

0800 500 039

Fax 07-386 7408 ACCOMMO.ATIONJ

FREEPHONE

Ph 07-386 8980
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theottle. In a fiesh brecse a light dinghy may
vavel ncarly twice as fast downwind as
against it for a piven cngine speed, so you'll
nced to check and adjust the throttle as you
round the point or start the reverse leg of
your trolhing run.

If nonc of the above are available, don't
despair If you can estimate a medium walk:
ing pace. that is as good a rule of thumb as
any far setting your trolling speed. Simply
imagine you wre walking on the water (if
only) beside your boat with your hand on
the boat. If you are having to run to keep
contact youare going too tast. You can cven
check your specd by tossing a couple of
lumps of pumice or a small stick overboard
as reference peints and adjusting your specd
accordingly. When ail else fails tey and keep
your pace akin to other boats trolling
around you and hopc their skippers have
either read this article or at least have a
measure of their specd

What fish are under us?

‘This is one area where wechnology, in the
form of an cchosounder; is about the only
way of objectively anssvering the question.
Desipite thay, it is the most contentious and
misunderstood piece of cquipment available
10 trout troiters. While soundcers can be very
uscful aids te detccting trout (and other iish
such as smelr and bullies) the ability to do
this is dependent towily on the type of
sounder and especially the expericnce and
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interpre:tation of the userdf ] had to rte one
over the other I would go for the user skills
every timed good quality sounder using the
rightfrequency ¢ tell a novice a lot bant, for
fish finding,only experience will make much
sense of the messages {rem mest recrertion
al sounders in use today.

Ihe ability of a sounder to detect trout
depends on its frequency, power output and
transducer beam width. The higher the fre-
quency the better the ability to sepaiate and
distinguish between objects, so penerally
200kHz is better than S0kHz. T he nacrower
the beam, the better selxcatior but the
smaller the arca searched by the beam. Given
the choice I'd o for a wider beam (say 26-45
deprecs) every time. But be awarce, diffeeent
criteria to
describe their beam widths One manufae

manufacturers use  different

turee’s 10 degree beam may be another's 25
degrees - it all depencls on the signal attenu.
ation factor they use A wide beam also
increases the likelihood that you will be able
to track your dowarigger weights on the
screen tor precise depth selection.

Most recreational sounders and their trans
ducers have the ability to detect and dis-
unpuish trout, but in transmitting that
information to the user many are Jet down
by their displays. T his is often compounded
by our inability o adiust and interpret
what we se¢.An cchosounder measures the
strength of a retuening echo and displays a
signal accordingly Your ability to distin-
puish between a school of thousands of
smelt and a single trout, both objects
which may have the same target strength,
depends solely 01 the processing and dis-
play of your sounder

I'll risk the ire of the country’s nuirine elec-
teonics industry here and say that one of the
world's most ¢lever marketing ploys was the
invention of the fish-shaped symbol used on
nearfy every recreational cchosouncler
screen. It seems so simple: big symbol equals
big fish, small symbol equals a small fish
‘lime and time agiin | have checked anglers
on the lake who bemoan their empty bins
bat qualify it with the comment:“there are
heaps of fish there but they'te just not biting
- we can see them on the sounder”, Sure
enough, when you look at their sounders
you can see “heaps of lish™. Well, heaps of
fish symbols! The reality is thatso often they
are schools of smelt or bullies, or even algae
blooms rhat return a signal that the sounder
then converts into an appropriately-sized
fish symbol. Not that it is bad for us as fish-
ery managers because ar least anglers blame
their Jack of success on the fish and not a
lack of fish.

Well what 10 do? If you're lucky it can be as
simple as just turning off the fsh symbol.
reverting to the griphic displiy md then
prctice with your sounder In praphic mode
the screen shows the actual received echoes
and allows distinction between the typical
scautered layer or cloud of a baitish school
and the classic crescent or inverted V of a
single trout Figure 2) In panel (b) depicting
the fish symbol mode the display shows the
school of smelt at 20 metres as being a small
number of larger fish.Uhe large trout below
them at 30 metres is masked by the smelt
echos and appears to be at 20 mctres deep
By contrust, the praphic mode in panel ()
shows the school of smelt as 4 cloud of small
raegets and the locations of the two trout are
correctly depicted by the characteristic'fish
arch” marks
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Figure 3 shows why individual fish appear as
arches on the giaphic screcn.As the sounder
passes, the lish first contacts the diagonal
leading edge of the beam which is longer
than the vertical line in the centee eemem-
ber our third form geometey) so the sound
pulsc takes longerto ecturn an ccho and thus
registers distance A as being longer than dis-
tance B. similacly distance C. the trailitig edge
of the beam, is registered as being longer and
thus that part of the image appears o be
deeper L reality, a numbcer of factors will
deteemine the exact shape of the fish arch
rendering it as a deep or shallow crescent. an
inverted V oor partial V, or even a diagonal
slash (Figure 4). The chart advance speed,
bcam width, selcated depth range (chart
scale), boat speed, fish speed.angle and dicc ¢
tion of travel relative to the taansducer, [yeox-
imity to the bottom and position of the fish
within the beamare the main vaciablesArch
@).the inver:ed V,is typical of a fish cemered
in the beam with a large vertical scale (nar
row depth minge shown over the whole
screen).Arch (). the crescent, is what we are
morc likely to sce in the broader (small verti
cal scale) clepth rnges usually selected for
deep trolling. ¥he asymmetric inverted V of
arch (¢) occurs when the fish moves relative
to the beam and thus the second half is
tracked for less time than the lirst half and is
recorded by fewer successive pulscs of
soun¢l. Arch (d) usually occurs with cither a
very smali vertical scale or where the fsh is
closc to the lake bed and difficult (0 separite
from the bottom ccho finally. arch () is
wherce the fish has substantia) vertical move
nicnt relative to the sounder beam and leaves
1t, either rising or descending, before the see-
ond half of the arch is able 1o be formed.

‘The main drawback with using the geaph clis
play occurs on a screen with low definition
or small pixcl count. Here a single pixel, or
dot, covers a Lige area. For example. on a
screen with a display 60 pixels high, one dot
covers an area t metre deep when on the 60
metee scale, whereas one pixel on a 240
pixel screen covers only 025 metres. The
dirst scale is nowhere near fine cnough te dis-
tinguish 21 trout accuratcly But abl is not lost,
Lalmostalways use a manual depth range sct-
ting that places the lake bed ccho close to
the bottom of the screen, thus maximising
the water covenage of the vertical scale and
compressing the covesage of cach vertical
pixcl. I your sounder has a zoom lunction,
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simply rurn it on and scl the zoom to the
general depth mnge of interest So if vou are
rroling at 15 meires and have your sounder
scetat the 0-20 metee @ange. furn on the zoom
display to cover the 10-15 metre rnge, or
the acarest option, That 5 metre layer will
then show over the whole height of the
sereen and an individual pixel will cover a
correspondingly smaller depth (0.12m), thus
heightening the definition and distinction of
sepatate objects Using the split screen mode
allows you 10 view the zoom image on onc
side of the sereen simubtancously with the
normal fulkdepth image on the other side.
Figure 3 shows how this display distinguish-
es between a trout close to the howtom (A)
and a sveedbed (B) which otherwise appeir
similar in the normal display. A pootly
defined trout acch (C) is also cahanced wan
obvious inverted V oas a result of the scale
expansion by the zoom.

A greyline or whiteline function helps to
distinguish objects that are close to, but sep-
amte from the botiom, as feeding trout so
often are. Colour sounders provide more
information at a greater costTarget sirength
is displayed in differentcolours giving much
better interpretation of the nawre and
integrity of an echosource.For all sounders,
usc the highest screen seroll seuwing to dis-
tinguish scparate objects as this minimises

cramming of cchoes close wgether on the

display; and use a high gain or sensi
setting to get the most returned inforina-
tion. @11 exception to this last rule is when
there are densce schools of smelt around in
the lae spring and summer Turning the scn.

sitivity down a bit can help prevem them
dominating the display and will allow the
stronger but perhaps deeper irout echoes 10
show through, Spend time practising with
vour sounder, try all the senings and phay
round in the simulator mode. By all means

cead the instructions!
And docs it matter?

This may be disappointing, but my answer is
not particularlye I've had maay daxs swhen
good catches were made despite a paucity of
trout cchoes on che sounder. Conversely. but
not acarly as commonly, Pve had some hasd
days when a lot of rom were showing I
think its Etr snore imporiam 10 have your
gear fishing close to the boitom, at the right
depth, in places wheee experience says that
trout are likely to be found, than to be acwal-
Iy secing the fish on the screen. Depth indi-
cztion amil wend iswhere the trac worthofa
sounder is to be found.

How do wc¢ know where we are
and how can we get back here?

So you've come across i hoispot; how do vou
know where it acwally is? Starting m 1he wp.,
theres no doubt that GPS s ¢he quickest and
most accutate system for the reercatonal
bexnic to miark their positionThis technology
works from signals sent by a constelation of
satellites in fixed orbits around the carh. A
combination oftriangulation and vety precise
time measurements allows an  carthbound
neceiver o establish its position within about
20 metres. This precision can be degeded
intentionally o about L{) metres by the US
milnary, which owns the system, but this con-
straint has beea lified for the last 18 months.
GPS weecivers are now very affordable and
runge from simple handheld models that fit in
a shir. pocket 0 superseplisticated chart

plotters integuated into echosounder. racdar
and PC systemsAfrer im echosounder, ] tue a
GPS as the most uscful picee of 1ecimology
for'faupo troll and jig fishers.

A GPS can be used with the international lat
irnde and longitude system,:md thus you can
quickly pinpoint your curpent position on
the aavigational chiart provided it s a recent



Speed and defr?) (rans-
ducers mowited en the
vessel’s (ransem well
auia) from acoustic
interfierence frem the
propetion

Phote fobn Gibbs

version with a WGS 84 GPS prid.An alterna
tive is 10 use the NZMS 260 series tobo-
graphical maps and the New Zealand map
grid referencesThis gives your handheldd GPS
much more flexibility ailowing it to be used
for backcountry navigation ashore, or for
markingz that top trolling run or jigging hoic
on the lake. A GPS has the added advantage
that you can enter and stote a location (way-
peine) or a route (chain of waypoints) for
future usc, 1o allow you e cither rerace your
uack homeor find a great lishing spot on the
nexttrip.And of course, it gives a geed speed
reading as well for refming your trolling beae
If you want to be sure (and you should) that
you are outside the 300 metre trolling restric~
tion zones around most of the Taupo strean
mouths, simply cruise in before putting the
rods out, take a GPS reading of the mouth
location then move back out to your fishing
possic using your plotterto keep in the free
erolling or jigging area. Buc bear in mind the
accwacy Umitations described above.

Tor basic positioning petformance it niatters
little whether you have a handheld or a stawe-
of-theart boat-mounted GPS these days. As
long as it mects the indusiry standard of 12
pagallel channels and the antenna has a rex
sonably clear view of the sky it will work
fine. The refinements are in the navigation
and plocting displays. the memory capacity
for waypoints and routes, acceptance of
plugin clectronic chaits and its inter<on
ncctability with other navigational cquip-
ment and your home PC for sharing and
downloading information.

I[f you used traditional mavigation ccquip-
ment, such as chart, ruler, compass and sex-
g, you could find your position on the
lake, but realistically few anglers will have
the pear or the knowletige. the bathymcuy
map, used in conjunction  with an
cchosoundcr and distance estimation can be
very useful for locating your position, partic
ularly where the bottom contours chanpe
fairly quicklyWith expcricnce or good refer-

wviw.sporfifiglife-turangi.co.nz
| | gl

Lake u!wpuﬁuraﬂgi
Ph 07 386 8996 Eax'ﬂ7 386 6559

SPORTING LI

21



A GPS maybe casler hut
the age otd metbod of
using leindmarks. in this
case tining the Cerdinal
wmarker in the fore
rroend with the pine
tiee on the skyiine, works
Just cis well, Phote Glenn
Maclean

cnces, landmarks are surprisingly accurate in
locating to a few metres of position providing
you use good triangtilation (spread between
landmarks) and alignment.and of course have
sufficient visibility te sec shorcline features.
Foiget about most landmarks at night or in
the fog! Michael Diake's excellent Zake
Teaefo Boating and Cridsing Handbeeok has
a nuaber of good landmarks 10 allow the
technologically<chalfenged troller to find the
Horomatangi Reefs forinstance.

Whie not normally” usced fer finding trekling
locations. there are a number of navigition
lights around Lake Timpo that are essential for
saf:: night boating You'l do yourself a favour
by getting a copy of the lake ‘Lsupo chart
with up:tedate descriptions of these lights.
Bon't be tempted to use a GP'S as your sole
means of navigation at night Those nice
straight route lines it produces tike no
account of intervening fand masses and cer-
tainly can't show othcer boats or lutking rocks

in your path,

So take it away and try it

1 have deliberatcly avoided specifying
brands and supplicrs  except
absolutcly necessary, or where there are
monopoly providers, as the pitlalls of miss-
ing onc or appcaring to favour another are
not worth the anguish. Other than that,
thesc arc my rcasonably experienced per
sonal opinions They are part o fa collection

where

of information that has given me. my family
and many fricnds huge cnjoyment from
chasing rainbows on the magnificent lake
Taupo [ hope they help you understand
somc of the tecltnology available 10 ‘faupo
boat anglers today and: in choosing the
equipment you want, make your lake fish
ing sal’er,more enjoyable and morc success:
ful.While the technology of lishing features
in this article 1 hope you don’t go away
daunted because its 100 complicated or too
expensive for You. Remember the smile on
the Fice of the young fella at the front of
this story.
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Waitahanui
River Access

Swnce the last story a gate was briefly and iliegally erected on Hurae Road, a public road at
Waitahanui, but subsequently removed at the reqquest of the Taupo Bistrict Council- ‘Irees were
then felled over the river bank track above the Cliff Pool in Wharckawa scenic reserve in an
apparent attempt to prevent public access in the reserve.

Over this period there have been a growing number of confrontations with anglers by local
residents seeking to have them leave the river or its banks Scveral vehicles have been delib
crately damaged and recendy an angler was allegedly assaulted and had his fly rod broken by
a group of men who were demanding that he leave the river. One landowner has demanded
that DOC ccase maimaining walking tiacks within the ROW.

Understandably, these events have cansed a considetable amount of concern and uncercainty
among anglers and the genersl public as ro just what their access rights and responsibilitiesare
on the Waitahanui River. Some,choosing to avoid the unpleas.anwness, cither no longer fish the
Waitahanui or have left the'laupofishery altogether. this article secks o expliin the practical
and Icgal issues governing the land and access to and over it

Taupo rights-ef-way

The ROWSs applying to )akeTaupo and its tributary rivers ace unique and. while often confused
with the socalled Queen’s Chain that sometisnes applies elsewhere in New Zealand,are in fact
significantly different (see sepatate article in this issue). The Taupo ROWs allow access over
the specilied strips (20m from the legal macgins of the lake and specified portions of the
rivers) but leave the underlying title in Maori ownership. Their purpose is more specific and
constrained than a Queen’s Chain.

@®ver 75 ycars ago the Crown negotiated an artangement with Ngati Tuwharetoa. the owners
of the beds of IakeTaupo and its tribwarics, to provide fer public access to and use of the lake,
and fishing access tospecified parts of the rivers. In return for this access, the iwi. through the
Tuwharctoa Maori Trust Board, receives an annui. payment from the Crown equivalent to hali
the revenue received from (ishing licences and boating fees. This agreement was cemented in
the Maori Land Amendment and Maori l.and ClaimsAdjustment Act of 1926.

‘There are two types of ROW under thizAct. The first is a 20m

1be Waltal>anuf River- is one of the most imporiartt wide strip of land around the margin of Like Taupo over all
elensertis of ihe Teufre tront fishery. it fs e ihird land that was Maori land at that time and allew's for fcee pub-
most popular fishing river In tbe district Public and licaccess and use praviding the R®W is not obstructed. The
angling access to the Waitabanut bas been very much second is R®OW on foot for licensed anglers only over a 20m
in the news for the last year or more. An anicle in wide strip on each bank adjacent 10 the specilied pottions of
Target Taupo issue 37 in July last yeas explained 1he the inflowing rivers. The ROW doesn't change the underiy-
situation areund the gate that bad been eected en ing ownership of the land (Maori land) but simply provides
Blake Read where if cressed privateland An eariier for access over it.  Subsequent acquisitions may well have
ariicle (fssue 32, November 1999) gave a delceiled breught some of this land ino public ownership. as
explanaiion ef fishing access cnd rights-of-way Wharckawa reserve, but this has occurred thtough other
(ROW's:) in the Taupe fishery generdty processes,
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Flgure 1

lower Waitabeanie! River
catcknnent sbowing the
vonudaries of the differ
et vwnerships of the
land. The area in (g
green is public feoxd
admindsterecd by the
Deparmeiit of
Conservation the arec in
ochre is prevate land, and
the aree in daik green iy
part of the Leke Taupo
Forest The roads in grey
et thre Lracks 1n black
are public accesses frae
tocation and the riame of
1he bridges on the river
are dicated in lilac The
area contedned within the
black square (s show:e in
more detait {n figure 2.

Lake Taupo

Waitahanui rights-of-way

Anglers’ ROWs apply over four tybes of land tenure on the lishable section of the Waitahanui
(fgure 1):

*The Wharckawa scenic reserve (Crown land) follows the true teft (southern) bank of the river
from the Sute Highway [ biidge up to Butlers Bend. 'This reserve varies in width from about
20m to about 150m and has general public access

* All the land on the true left bank from Butlers Bend upstean is Maori land incorporated ito
Lakefaupo Forest under the control of the LakeTaupo Forestfrust

*All the land en the true right (southern) bank from the $tate Highway 1 bridge up te Butlers
Bend is Maori land

*Allthe land on the true rightbank between the watcr's edge and the pine forest.from Butlers



Figriae2

l.ower Wedtabanur River
caichment showing e
public accesses in grey
anei e privede access én
red. The lecatien and
name o fthe bridges are
Indlatted i filac Note
that there s no prublic
crccess et dbe true gt
of the river

Lake Taupo Forest

Private Land

Bend up to the old Wainui block (ic. well above the exteat of fishable water) is Crown land
subjeet 10 a conservation covenant under the Crown foresiry licence issued (o the nvmagers
of Kaingaroa and Waimihia Forests.

In addition, figure 2 shows that there is public road accesstothe river from the State Highway
[ bridge. Hurac and Mill Roads and that part of Blake Road up to the privawe land sign. Note
that Pechi Manini Road is not a public read. Both figures ) and 2 are diagrammiatic and intend-
cd to indicate the general location of the differem land tenure ¢ypes cetative to familiar land-
marks. They are not accutately scaled definitive tepregiaphical or cadasual maps.

DOC has made considerable efforis to discuss the fishery issues withlandowaer trustees. indi-
vidual tangata, wheaua, the ‘fiupo District Council, the Police, the ‘Taupo Fishery Advisory
Committee and anglers generaly. We have tesponded to numerous media enquiries and letters
from the public. We have also had informal comact in rhe licld with individuals vwhe are
involved in the actvism and have sought to exchange views and seek some understanding with
them.These efforts aze continuing and we are meeting with various parties as the opportuni-
£y ariscs.
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The true lef or rigid side
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Trespass

Onc of the concerns expressed to us was that the vehicle track along the river between Hure
Road and Bhke Road actually crossed private property in three places. Once these sites were
identificd we crected barriers near the ends of Hurite, Peelii Maniai, Mill and Blake Roads to
prevent vehicle trespass This doesn’t constrain foot acceess through the reserve or atong the
t.ver bank R@Ws,

Another signiticant issue is that the ROVWs on Maori land are f.xed against the margin of the
river as it was in 1926 and there is no provision for them to move as the river moves, This has
led to the strange situation where the ROW may be some distance from the present phy ssical
river bimk, oralternatively, wholly or partly under water as a consequence of movement of the
river channcl over the last 75 years. We are currently identifying chose arcas where: the formed
access uack lies outside vhe actual ROW and agreement witl be sought from the landowners
1o reinstate the tracks fully within the legal R®W so anglers do not unwittingly trespass onto
the private property. In all cases anglers should be very conscious that although they have
legal access on the ROW it is still private property and they shoultd treat the jand and its own-
ers with due respect. 1n particular.you should avoid the temptation to take shortcuts across
the base of river bends which may result in trespass

If you arc trespassing outside the Crown land or R®Ws a trustee or their lawfully authorised
agent may require you to leave and you commit a further offence if you refuse to comply, 1f
youarcuncertainas to the seatus of the land you arc on you should politely request proof that
the person is cithera trustee or an authorised agent.

Sumimary
In summary, the current state of anglers’access at Waitahanui is:

*‘I'he gencial public is entitled to fre e foot access throughout the Whare kawa scenic reserve
which lollows the truc left (southern) bank of the river Irom the State Highway 1 bridge up to
Butters Bend

* All the rest of the river has a 20m wide ROW on foor for licensed anglers only on both banks

«The posttion of the ROW is as it was fixed in 1926 and in some cases it may be ctoser 10 or
further from the present physical river bank than 20m

¢ Bhke Road is a public road from State Highway | to the point where the gate was erected
just past the Totaa Bridge turn-of f. It then crosses a short section (about S0m) of Maori land
before entering Wharekawa reserve until crossing the upstream boundary of the reserse at
Butlers 3end

= Anglers are legally entitled we walk on those parts of the prisiite section of Blake Road (above
Bolers Bend) wherever it lics within the 20mri.ver bank RO

»There is public road access to the Wharckawa reserve from State Highwaty t bridge, lurae,
Mill and Blakc Roads

+ The Totara Bridge carpark is on Wharckawa reserve and is degally accessible from the public
part of Blake Road.

So anglers arc legally entitled to lish the entire length of the Waitahanui River regacdless of
tenure and walk on its bed and traverse its banks et loot anywhere within the 20m ROW. Any
anglers who are forced to leave cither the riventhe reserve, public road orthe ROW by theeats
or physical force should report the matter immediately to the T:mpo Police. With these rights
are certain responsibilities and anglers should tecatall privine land with respectandonly enter
it where they arc tawtully entitled to.
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Many pcople assume theee has always
heen an "automatic”“Queen’s Chain®along
all New Zealand 6.vers, around all Jakes and
beside the sea. Jn fict that isn't the case;
there is no-legal device called the“Queen’s
Chain”, I[tis a popular term for a var.cty of
land status types which provide pul
access and/or protect conservation values
beside many. but cerwinly not all, water
bodies in many different places and under

ic

varying circumstances, The term “Quecen’s
Chain™ has its origins in Qucen Victoria's
:nstraictions 10 Governor Hobson in 1840,
“IMe instruction read:

“It is our will and pleasure, ard we do
srictfy require and enjoin you, thal you
de not on any account, or ort any pre-
tence grant, cenvey er
Aemise te an)y person er persens ariy of
the land se spectfted as [it te be reserved
as ajoresaid. ner permit er sefer any
such larids to be eccu pied by any private
persen ey for ciry pritate purpoe.”

w hatseevers;

T he chain was in fact the surveyor's actual
measure: of the day. It consisted of metal
links cach measuring 7.93 imperial inches,
with 160 such Unks being the full chain or
22 yards With mewrification the currem
cquivalent is 20m.  Queen Victoria's
instructions, however well respeeted,
nceeded to be incorporated in practice and
law to have effect. Eany provincial suevey-
ars adopted varlous practices and the eae
liest legislation requiring reservation of
land adjacent to water goes back to the
land Act 1892 which applicd solely 10 dis-
positions (sales) of Crown land. Many car-
lice dispositions fa:led to set aside the
Quccen’s Chain so while there was sigaiti
cant provision for rescevations, the popular
coneept of the Queen's Chain as a univer
sal right is in factmistaken.

There are many watee bodies that do have
public access. Some arcas are knowvn as

“marginal str.ps”. These ancas are created
undee the Conseevation Act 1987. The Act
provides that whenever the Crown dispos
¢s of land, 2 201n strip is to be created
along side a river or stream (having an
aveage width of 3m or more), and along
and abutting a lake or foreshore. The legis:
btion also provides the Mindster of
Conservation with authority w0 reduce or
waive these requicements in cerain Cir
cumstances A marc ginal steip should notbe
confused with an“esplanade reseave! or an
"esplanade str.p*which are usually created
at the of subdivision under the
Resource Management Act or the carlier

time

Local GovermmentAct.

Marginal strips are administered by DOC.
Esplanade reserves are gencarally adminis-
tered by local amhorities Esplanade strips
are govesned by a legal
bewween a local authori

agreemem
nd an adjoining

landowner. Sich an agreement cin limit
rights of publ

ICCCSS.

From time to time, the land adioining
waterways shifts or crodes. Marginal strips
created prior 10 1990 and cspli
reseeves have fixed boundaries. Where the
boundary of the foreshore, lake or river

ade

course alters on a maiginal stiip creaed
after 1990, then 2 aew maiginal stiiy is
formed adjoining the watercourse. and the
old staip is extinguished.

Where there are no esplanade reserves,
marginal strips or access agreements or
where no other protective land status
exists, and the land appears to adjoin the
watter's edge. it may well be that the pri-
vate landowncr has r.parian rights.

To avoid any possible issues with private
landowncrs, it always pays to check if pub
lic access is available to your favoueite fish-
ing spot and if not 1o ask the landowners
permission.

BT
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”ne of the questions 1 am mostofcen
- asked is "where can I go to get a deer?” Itis
_asif thereis some my'stical place that I counld
recommend. INew Zealand's extensive and
. wondcefully colbu‘:ﬂl hunting tiwceaturc is
perhaps at least pactiafly to blame for main-
taining such images in the minds of some
The reality thesedays is thardeer are wheee
you find them and it is the *how to hunt
which is more important than the “where to
huut?, What may once have been deer shoot-
ing in this country has,become decr hunting
in recent times Qur deer hads are pursued
with vigour on a number of frents and the
jine between survivall and.death is,for most,
a {'cn' finc onc Eassy-deerare rare these days

unless one has the keys to-an (increosing

numbcer o) Tocked gaws. Yer | note that a
'i:lrgc proportien of the wild deer shot 6n
our public forest and mountin lands is
~ taken by a relatively small propbnion_ of
hunters Why?  Ofcen these hunters, are
tocals. and whiie
edgemtohelp them with the'where to go*, I
believe it is the “How: (o hunt* aspect that
makes the difference. My evidence for thisis
that most of the rq,ularl\'g_ucccssful Hhunters
with. whom 1 ‘havel qn&,omg’\com'\cr are

invariably successful \no nwneswhe e they ;

£0, ot what specics. they hunt. *fhe;
* learnt the ancicrit an of hunting

_J}I’Stmfls as much askill vwhich mustbe dili-

gemly Studied antt pegfected ovcrgperied of

* time as any skillli accounuqc{‘ carpentry;
or law. Cerainigmany of the protcss-oml
hunters | have had the prmlcge of mecting

through my career can be regardetias schol-

ars i theit ticld Every bit as lechnically”
- sound on the hill as a successful lawyer

his article s based en an ariiche Originally Dibtished in Fish-and Game magazine isswe 26

they have “local know k-

_L«

might he in a court room. These “professio ne
als®, just like their modern urban counter-
parts, have learnt their trade weli and
descrve their success, In conrast to the
beoks and tutors of accountancy and law
though, a hunter's téade is learned from the
umiversity of matwre through hours on the
hill. It cannot be learmed from books and it
cerainty cant be wusherd The payback for
diligent study by a hunter is that they will
know where 10 look for deer and why o
look theie - no mattér where they arc hun e
ing They will understand what their quar
ryis likely to doat a paricular time'ina cee-
tain habitat on a given day.

While there are numerous books about
game and game hunting 10 inferm on the
basics. every hunter is different and each
must devekop a style of hunting which suits
their personal level of fitness, mental
steength, knowledge of the cowury and
quarry:Successiil ferinulac may be s varied
as the hunters Uicmsclves but typically, suc-
cessful hunters understand’some pacticular
weakness in cheir duarry's lifestyle which

g they exploit - good hunters awill knosv many.

K:towledgc of particular weaknesses results

i pariiculac hunters taking certain sexes
‘‘and yeas: classes Of game on a regular basis-

You would be amaced at how consistent the
composlhon of some¢ indiv idual hunters kill
‘T%Th%hi\about it How of tendo you find
llm you successf\xlly hunt an animal, say* o

2 young, stag, so-you utilise that same winning
- [,Qumula again, only to shoot another young
stag?

for me, as | grew up i a: huntmg
sense, Twent through runs of “no stags’ or
“only stags”™. itwas wicanny, bur | scaliscd it

was beeause success was molivaling m ¢ 1o

29



“Good pewers of
obseruation are an
essential partef
successful hunting -
more loeking "

Pheto Gienn Mactean

repear what T had done the last time; it pre-

disposcd mc to finding a similar animal. Not
all deer are equal, they have very different
nceds through a full 12 month scason
geand sex I you strike
mal in a Darticular location, try and
it was there and store the
¢ lucky cnough to
shoot an animal, have a look at what it has
been cating and wherc this food is found on
the hils. Under similar condition:
time next year there is no reason why there
shouldn’t be another decr in the same place.
liairning about these nceds and how to
exploitthemi ivensituationis a Kk
of learning the ancicntart

depending on the

worlk out why

1 the same

Whilc knowing your animal is a learning
curve that will carry a hunter 10 success in
the longer werm, there are also a number of
basic skills
cncounter rates and hence the pace of the

which can hclp increase

Icarning cxperience in the short term. @nc
of the best picees of advice anyonc ever gave
g". Good puwers of

me was “do morc looki
observation are esseatial for any acti
sociated with wildlife and no matwer how
much looking you think you arc doing, you
could ahvays do a Uttle morc. [tis not much
good covering half the Kaimanawas in 7
rnoon y deer, As the
old timer put it, "you got to sec ‘cm-to shoot’

‘cm boy".'This was perhaps one ofmy great-

you walk past ¢




¢st frustrations as 4 young hunter.Ahvays in
a hurry to know what was in the next gully,
around the nextspuror over the next ridge.
It was a major downfall leading to morc thim
a few lost opportunitics. Now that the body
is starting 1@ remind me of my hours on the
hill 1 am ferced to slow down. My brain nat-
urally takes more in.and Isce a greater pro-
portion of the deer | get nesr to. It is good
advice - do more looking!

Your ability to concentrate on what you arc
looking at on thc hill is also important.
When 1 first started hunting 1 was extremcly
fit, but 1 had a focuscd attention span of
about 90 minutes, probably because rd
already covered atdcast 19kms by that stage!
'fhis is where looking after yoursel{ in the
bush realty counts.Xou necd to cat well (lots
of carbohydrates like rice, pasta and potato),
slcep well, and keep the alcohol intakce
under control if you arc to be at your best.
Hunting is hard, physicat work and you nced
to be “in form™ physically to be successful.
Strong quads (those big muscles on the front
of your thighs) are a vital part of bcing able
to placc cach footstep rather than letting
your boot simpty hit the ground. Dcer are
very attuned to low{requency sound and

totally waterproof, warm and comior'able
Waterproof: all seams are crossink
bonded and taped inside and out. Each
wader is air pressure tested before leav-
ing the factory.

Warm: Walrus closed cell neoprene with
its thousands of tiny sealed air bubbles is
engineered to provide excelent thermal
insulation and protection.

Comfortable: flexibility and elasticity
combined with a plush pile lining add to
the comfort and make the waders easier
to take on and of.

Durable: allWalrus waders are fitted with
cushioned knee pads and have a heavy
duty nylon outer lining to resist abrasion.
Colours: bush green or camouflage.
Walrus waders are individually hand craft-
ed in New Zealand

For afree brochure or ordering infor-
mation: phone 09 573 0843, fax 0% §
573 0782, email info®walrus.co.nz or
write to P@ Box 11 209, Auckland.

Walrus Ne'w Zeatand Ltd.

@8a Carbine Read, M Wellington.
e PO Bex 11 209, Ellerslie, Auckland.

Ph09573 0843 Fax 09 573 0782
S

Web site: www.waltus.co.nz

Walrus thermal waders are designed to be

you may be amazed at how far a thump will
carry through the ground. Strong muscles
only work wel]l when they arc faelled with
large amounts of oxygen, so keep youc car-
dio-vascular fitness up. Cycling is great for
strengthening your heart and lungs and your
quads at the same time  but nothing beats
“on the job™ training. If you can, train for
hunting by going hunting

Keep your blood sugarlevels up at all imes
whitc hunting too. @therwise, just when you
wished you hadnt, youll unintentionally
drop your foot and break a stick or thump
the ground. A highenergy trcat likc a Moro
bar cvery half hour or so will ensure you stay
sharper for longer. And watch for dchydra.
tion. My cousin oncc told me that a good
hunter will drink at every opportunity. not
just when he is thirsty because once you are
thirsty. the damage is already donc. | have
come to really value those words. Stop at
cvery ereek for 30 seconds and take a couple
of swaltows of cold, clcan water. If you are
in such a hurry that you are not stopping to
drink regularly, you arc probably not doing
c¢nough looking, Eventually you will coltapse
into a creck totally parched, taking on so
much water you get a guts ache aad that
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won't help your
hunting  cither!
Low blood sugar
and dehydration are
condi-
tions vou wi.l ¢ncoumer

two physical

on most hunts if you don’t
mamage them well, and they
will cost you more deer than you

may realise. The running marks will lel
you know the score!

“Watch your wind! ~

a berdy cigenelie lighter
wil! let yor know where
Jour scent is going when
the breeze is too subtfe e

Another basic skill is one 1 should have
picked up in sdence at school (butclictn'e).
Instcad I learnt it because as a younger man
I smoked. While it is bad for your health,
smoking can teach you much about atmos
pheric drik in the bush Because a deer's
nose is his scecret weapon, scent is the

detect otbeneise”.

Photo Rob Marsball

hunter's greatest enemy., so you need to
watch your wind. Better still, if you have a
geod dog, you can wrn the odds around.
However, be careful i your choice of dog.
for while a good dog is a real asset,a bud dog
is a major liability! Bon't be wmpted to take
the family pet fora watk thinking he will ge
you a deer

The basics of understanding atmospheric
drift are suaight forward enough: hot air
rises and cool air sinks The sun is what
heats the air, so air rises during the day and
sinks during rhe evening The lesson? Hunt
<lown the creck or hill duringthe day.and up
the creek or hill during the cvening. T carry
a ag:areute lighter in a handy pocket to help
me detect umos pheric drifi: that is toe sub-
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tic to feel on my face or the back of my neck.
There’s no point hunting country that has
just had your scent through it! Over time,
watching your wind will also teach you that
differem land forms create couel wvists and
cddies in the breeze that rin your chances
without your knowing, Spring north-westers
in the Kaimanawas are always a challeng::!

Finally, putting it all wogether in the right
spotat the right tme is best learned by hunt-
ing aregulardestinationThis is e only way
10 realy understand how the weather, sea-
son, time of day and moon phase all inile
cnce different age and sex classes of game. 16
you arc ahwvays trying ont different spotsand
never retrning o regular country, you will
have no benchmarks with which w.compare
these differences and it wil take you that
much longer to learn the lessons. My advice
to new huntersis to kind onc or two spots in
which they feel comforable, spots which
suit their ftness, equipment, ability and

budget, and stick with them for a dozen or

more hunts If you are still unsuc:

sure, move on and wy a couple more, but

ts are important because eventual-

recn
ly you will gain your own~local knowledge".
TThe funny thing is, once you have mastered
one spot, as long as you don‘t have an expec
tation thal you will score on every hunt(for
not e¢ven the best of hunters achieves this)
you will start to find that you become more
successful wherever you hunt You will then
be well un the way to mastering the ancient
art.



-] i&mn‘/ vld zeazon

| - confinved.

By Glenn Maclean 1e 39 of Target
T we de

Glenn is the manager of

the researeh dndl

WONEtOring programme

in the dreci and is editor We highlighted that the tishing was very patchy

of Tasget Tanpo depending on where yeu were around the lake is trend has
continted as shown in table 1

summer. Since then aota lot has changed

UL b Menth Seuth

Monthly catcle rete (fisb O¢tober 0.24
prer bour) by zene on Nevenber 0.70
Lake Tawpo October Becember 069
2081 10 March 2002 _ Janpary K 0.28
February 0.17
_March 0.9
Overall 0.37
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Table 2.

Characteristics of the
rainbew trouf weihedin
in the fake taupo
hiternetional Fishing
Cempetition 1999 e 2002
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Whereas the southern end of the lake was more productive up © and including January. by
fate swimner anglers at the northern end were more successtul. The overal] catch rate of 0.33
fish per kour (one fish every three hours) compares very Favourably with recent years (gaphl )
wlarly good

yet we are well aware that anglers did not regard the tishing as p!

Jn fact while the catch mte is similar to that of the last rwo years the fishing was quire differ
ent.Anglers catches in 1999/00 were dominatect by prime maiden trout, but this summer the
catch consisted of large numbers of poorly conditioned kelts. A good example of this is the daa
from the fakeTaupo International Fishing Competition held in tateApril cach year, A summary
of the rainbow trout weighed in from 1999 10 2082 is provided in table 2.

1999 2000 2001 2002
Fish weighed in 1092 1531 1239 648
_ Fish per angler 1) 4 |4 3
| Largest (kg) 391 3.71 43SEmEnNElS 36
| Average weight (kg) | 171 1.87 1.76 1.58
| Average leagth (man) 519 _qsa |54 519
Average-vondition factor 444 48 14 41

The average Iength of the fish weighed in was similar to that of recent years but the avecage
weight was approximately 02kg lighter.As a consequence the aveage condition factor was
lower than usuat.

‘the poor quality of the fish caused commentamong anglers but is not a reason for such great
concera as might first appear. Firstly, the majority of spuwning was unusually late last year, with
half of the run through the Waipa tap occurring after | QctoberIn other years approxamatce-
Iy a third of the run occured after 1 October. This was not unexpected owing to theimpact of
the July 1998 f.oods which wiped out all of the carly spawning that ycar ‘The offspring from
1998 were the bulk of the fish spawning in 200} and were as a conseqience al| fish bred tate
in thevear

Secondly, once trout finish spawning they drop passively back to the lake. Normally duting
ng witl the movement

spring frequent small freshes occur to push them into the lake, coingi
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of the huge sheuls of smelt into the shallow margins to spawn.With such a ready food source
confined along the shore, many of the kelts arc able to regain condition quickly so that when
the influx of anglers acrives around Chiistmas these lish acc difficult to tell from naidens (fish
which have not spawned).

Howevegas you may remenmber, last winter brought an exlended drought which did not break
in che Taupo region undl eady DecemberThercfore not only was much of the spawning late
but the flood flows necessary to carry the fish back to the fike were also absent-As a conse
quence Jarge nunibers of Kelts didn't arrive in the lake uauil after the majority of the smelt
spawning had occurred. Having misicd the casy pickings, these fish probably won't fully recov-
er condition, at least not this season It is a vicious circle: they neeil w feed hard wo regain con
dition but fceding on smelt in the open watters is a job for fit lish, not thos: weak and tired
from spawning.

If thatwasn’t cnough. the floods which evemually arrived in December probably had a ncega-
tive impact on the success of smelt spawning as we'l, pacticularly in the western bays

Sothe large nucrubers of poorly conditioned kelts are not a symptom ofthe food sources have
coilapsing in the lake. These fish arc htmgry though and favour the shallows and acar-shore
drop-effs, exactly the places anglers target, It isn't a sueprise theecfore that the catch rates of
thesce kelts have been high.

Proof that food supplies are satisfactory in the lake is provided by the condition of the maid-
en tromt which is in keeping with svhat we have seen in rccent yearsAmongst them age some
exceptional fish: for example,a minbow female of 370mm and 3.5kg (condition factor68) was
weighed during a routine swivey on the Hinemaiaiain May

The perception of poor trout quality has not been aided by the vausually patchy occurrence
of maiden lish this summer:There have been long periods au differem locations where they
have compleicly disappeared only te suddeniy appear again in large numbers Gaph 2, which
compares the density of trout per hectare around the lake and out in the open waters in
December 2000 and 2001, highlights the patchy distribution in 2001.The gmaph also indicates
that in the south there were many moré fish still out in the open waters where they ive as
juveniles.
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‘Tlie survey estimated the population of large teout Cfish larger than 3Sem) at 100.000 (graph 3),

Bascd on our observations over the last 14 years. we use an estimate in excess of 100,000 large

A Brain the Size of a Pea.
Fancy Your Chances?

Since 1889 we've been putling onglers in touch with
wily Roinbows ond Browns. So whether you’re an old
hand, or keen to get hooked, come in ond see us for
Ihe finest in tackle, tips and hands-on tuition.

Then prempore to pit your wits agoinst lhe

smatest trout oround.

Slece 1O 4

We Deliver Nationwide
176 Queen Stireet, Auckiand. Ph 379 0254

S1 Brocdway, Palmersion Narih. Ph 358 6377
52 Willis Streel, Weilinglon. Ph. 472 0485
email tockle@tisdolls.co.nz
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trout as an indication that the angling will be reasonable over
the coming scasonthe catch data this summer bears this preme-
15¢ out, although as we have commemed. the quality of the fish
caught was gencatly eol high We suspect the apparent reluc
tance of the maiden fish to move inshore reflects a subtle shift
in the functioning of the lake ccosystem, probably as a conse-
quence of the huge inflows into the lake in December.

One consequence of this is that the large maiden lish were
largely absent around the river mouths during autumn, unlike in
recent veurs. Even now the fish do not appear to be concen-
treting acound the river mouths in large numbers vet.sinee carly
May.sevenl good runs have moved into the rivers when condi-
tions have been favourable. It is as though they have come
dircctly from a distance away rather than accumulating over the
preceding weeks at the month.

@ver the cady part of the winter, chacacterised by very seuled
and mild weather., Sshing in the rivers was baed, It improved
with the wild weather which swept dhe coantry in May and has
improved furtherinjune. Gruph 4 highlights that the catch rates
were typical for this time of year.

Hinemaiaia Raver anglers had little success in April but we
fecorded an average cach rate of 0.31 fish per hour for the 83
anglers intervieswed in May. The Tauranga Taupo remained hard
with an average catch mite of 0:18 fish per hour in May though
some anglers did very well when the river discoloured Jate in
the rmonth. Angling success is not helped by the temporary Joss
of some of the most casily [ished water as a consequence of the
river now flowing through the old quarry (sce the article on
page 72 regarding progress on thisissuc)
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The quiet start in the spawning runs this scason s also cvident in the Waipa wap n:sults.
ITowever, since snidjune the run has picked up subswantially with daily totals of 20 to 50 or
more¢: fish passing through regularly.

The other feawre of the Waipa cun 0 date is that the fish are slightly smaller than usual, with
the miinbow 1males averaging 515mm and the females 522mm in length. This is stll significant
ly lacgee than the minimum Jegal length of $50mmAs commented calier, karge maidens in
pr.me condition have begun (o appearin river anglers’ catches and these fish are quite diffee
ent from those caught early in the scason.

So all in all we expectriver fishing 10 be reasonable this winteeThere are some great maiden
fish to be caught although there will be some poorer conditioned previous spawners amongst
them. Remember that ever recent seasons the bulk of the spawning runs have occurred in
August and September or even later when most anglets have given fishing away Plan a visit
laee in the yeariemperatuees will be warmer, there: will be many fewer anglers and you maybe
surprised by the quality of the fishing.

Timing of the Spawning Runs

There has been some comment amongst anglers suggesting the spanwning runs in the
last three or four years have occurred much Jater Certainly the run iasr year was
exceptionally late as a consequence of the c¢ficas of the July 1998 floods and not
helped by the unusually dry winter However, over the last 15 years the major cuns
have wpically begun with the first significantiain in mid o late June(or even July, if
June remained dry). This year has proven no differeat.

Way back in the history ofthe fishery Faster traditionally signalled the start of the win-
ter fishing and some anglees still religiously follow this pattern. “Jhe fact of ehe mauer
though.is that for many years now anglers have stmted o carly and finished (oo
soon.
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John johnson

he Taupo fishery lost one of its

strongest supporters in lawe April

with the passing of Waitahanui iden-
tity and guide, John Johnson.

Afterarriving in New Zcaland from England
in 1975, John and his wife Joyce settled a
Rivenwvay Couage atWaimhanuiand sctup a
f.y fishing guiding venture.

Joluir's concem for and cormnitment o Iake
“Taupo, its rivers and lishery were no beuer
expressed than through his regular dean-
ups of liner kom the banks of his beloved
Woitahanui. As a lishing guide earning his
living from the river he wanted o put some-
thing back into the c¢nvironment. After the
closure of the Waitahanui refuse tip there
was a growing amount of rubbish bcing
dumped in the vicinity of the river. Stacting
in 1985, John began organisitlg regular
clean-ups of this wwaste, enlisting the support
of other guides and anglers, the local school
and any members of the public who w-anted
to help. Over the next 16 years this became
4 twiceyearly event with the suppot of
Joyce and itis fitting that he was recognised
with the Tongariro ‘laupo Conservancy's
very fuirst Conservation Award in 1993.

Tae Fishery team had a. long associ:xtion
with John over the hist 20 years through his
dedication to theTaupo fishery as anangler,
guide,administrator and guardian. We really
became iavolved professionally in 1990
when he was appointed by the Minister of
Conservation as one of the founder men-
bers of the Taupo Fishery Advisory
Comnuittee. His senvice in this role and his
no-nonscnse contnbuwions helped sustain
the commiuee in its formative ycars and
weather many dilficult and sometimes con-
troversial issues frcing it ‘This included the
development of the first management plan
for the Taupo fishery, and indeed the first
such plan in the country 1 certainly missed
John’s input aficr he passed on his mantle
on behalf of the Waiahanui Angling
Improvement Association in 1996.

Although he was a professional fshing

guide, John would frecly give advice and
assistance to novice anglers and there are
many among the ratks of the experienced
fly fishers today who have benclited from
this. Indeed within our Turangi office there
are 1wo staff who as teenagers were started
along the angling path by john.

The widerfaupo consmuuity, but especially
the anglers andd managers of the Taupo trout
lishery, fondly remember John We will all
miss the sight of his black vien proudly bear
ing the plate TROUT! asound the local
rivers

-Jelin Gibbs
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Qur latest shopping prize

¢ 5 days on the mothership Oleanda
¢ 3 days game fishing in the beautiful
waters 0f Vava'u
Creat prizes
* Meals
« Traditional Tongan show

time too for R & R, snorketling, exploring. elc. ..

Does this sound like y

Island tours
Visit the market
7 days in Tonga

Non fishing acfivities available
Sunbathing, snorkelling, relaxing

You'll fish in the 2003 Royal Tongan Airlines Tongan Game Fishirtg Tournament.
This is a dream trip where your guides are some of New Zealand's foremost fishing identities, and you travel
with a group of 40 Kiwis, live o board Lhe cruise ship Oleanda and have a private 3 day game fishing
competition where #he game boats pick you up from lhe mother ship each morning. There's plenty of free
while your buddies ®ack home are loughing it out at work!

Conditions: The prize is for two people and to enter all you have to do is shop at Hunting & Fishing NEW ZEALAND™,
By spending as little as $99.95, you'll get an entry in the draw. Eachadditional $100.00 spent gives you another chance,
Entires close on 28 February 2003 so yoydiave until then to channel as many purchases as you can through

o
Tt Chne thowsand dotiary

Fifteen Specialist Stores Nation-wide

Each Store A Destination In Itself

Whangarei Fax 42 258 1552
McCey & Thomas Walkato
Hunting & Fishing Sportways
NEW ZEALAND Hunting & Fisting
RustAvenue NEW ZEAIAND
WAHANGARE| Unit 4, 431 TeRap3
PONE €2 4383111 HAMILTON

" PhOrte®? 8190297
Dargaville Fax 07 349 0327
Dargavifte sports
Hunting & Fishing Taupo
NEW ZEALAND The Fly and 6un Sfiop
92Vhc:ariasweet Hunting & Fisting
PARGAVILLE NEW ZEAtAND
PNONE 09 439 8520 34 Heu Hetl S8 TAUP®

Pone Q7 378 4449

Westgate Fax 07 378 4479
Notth Harbour Hawkes Bay CZAID
wesgate Guns and Tackie
Hunting & Fishing Hunting & Fishing
NEW ZEALAND NEW ZEALAND
7 Cabe snet Dinve 44 Pandera Road
Vesigate, MASSEY Neith Ahurl, NAPER
PhoNe 09 £33 3019 Priene 06839016
Fax 99338 3874 Fax 06835 7676
Auckland Manawatu
Auckiand’s Manawaty
Hunting & Fishing Hunting & Fishing
NEW ZEALAND NEW ZEALAND

1978 Great Seuth Roed
Takan|nl, AUCKLANID
Pnone 092981556

651 Tresnaing Avenue
PALMERSTON NORTH
Priene 85 356 3101

Fax063550308

Taranaki

Taranaki

Hunting & Fishing
NEW ZEALAND

178 Gill Saeet
NEA/PLYMOUTH
PhenesFax 06757 2255

walrarapa
waitarapa
Hunting & Fisting
NEW ZEAIAND
97101 @UES Street
MaSIRTON

Phone 06 378 8723
Fax 06 378 3507

wellington
wellington

Hunting & Fisting
NEW ZEALAND

444 Cyd Street, Alicetown,
LOWER HUTT

PHO4 5899508

Fax 04 539 990

Nelson

Nelson

Hunting & Fishing
NEW ZEALAND
Mon\gemesy Square
NELSON

Fhone (35481840

Fax (13 548 2150
Canterbury
Baltinger's
Hunting & Fishing
NEW ZEAtAND

173 Meatreal Street
CHRISYCHUR CH
Pinene 03 366 7445
Fax#3343918
Otago

Alan Mitlar's
Hunting & Fisting
NEW ZEAI AND

20 Manse Sireet
BUNSOIN
Phene/Fax 03 477 6665
Invercargill
Allan white Sports
Hunting & Fishing
NEW ZEAIAND

38 Esk Street

Fax3 218 226

Hunting & Fishing

NEW ZEALANOD™

In total 15 specialist stores nationwide. Free Phone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)

Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz



Hunting & Fishing"

NEW ZEALAND™

=€ ' -
KvEl ?Pﬁc@e%/@&ma & INNODO TION ;ioi)s

Ydvesentution Series

» Matt finish blanks allow you to stalk fish with minimal
rod flash and maximum stealth

* Hi modulus fast taper blanks with sensitive tips provide
exceptional feel with controlled power delivery

* Fibre Alignment Contral System {F.A.C.5} enhances biank
strength and control without added weight

« Deep chromed single foot guides and A-Grade <ork grips
* Models available:

8' 2 piece dwt 369:95
9' 2 piece 6, 7 & 8wt | $445.85
9 4 piece 6.& Bwt 479.95
9' 5 piece ?w‘t $495.95
9'6 " 2 piece $459.95

All Kitwell Rod Craft NZ made

fly rods coverad by a 3
Es,‘u:;m INND  TION Series

¢ CX carbon scrim blank - mare respansive,
improved dampening with reduced weight

« Incredible batance with light feel reduces angter
casting fatigue

« Sensitive tips far cantrgl an shert castss with reserve
butt power for driving langer casts

* Single foat stainless steel titanivm coated guides
with silican carbon stripper guides for improved line
shaotability

¢ Satin web finish diffuses red flash yet retains
elegant appearance

* Models avaitable:

8 6" 4 glece 5 & 6wt 58995
9' 2 piece 6 & Swt 539.95
9' 3 piece 5 7 &38wt| 356985
9' 4 giece 6wt 539.95
9' 6" 2 siece Swt 579.95

Early Bird Offer!
Purchase your Kilwell Presentation aor
Everyone is a winner Innovation before 31 October 2002

Purchase your new Kilwell Presentation or Innovation and we'll give you absolutely free a

before 31 January 2003 and you'll get the
appropriate entry tickets in our Tonga fishing trip,
plus go in an exclusive draw for -

*A new P tation or Inr ion of

your choice

+A day's guided wilderness
v fishing with Mike Stent

*Air transport to one of Mike's
favourite spots with Heli Sika

+Travel assistance from your place
to Taupo

in total 15 specialist stores nationwide. Free Phone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz
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. Custom Shop Downunder
unting &Fishing

ZEALAND

Gt 9'- 0"

* Exclusive uparade for Hunting & Fishing NEW ZEALAND™ series

* Matte blank - you'll spook fewer fish

« Oversize guides - enhance line speed and rod action for improved
control and casting distance

Plus Regular Features

* Six-year warranty against a«idental breakage — unbelievable!

 High modulus 100% graphite blank - morecasting power than
many rods twice the price

¢ 4.3 {ine weight choice with several 4 piece options

» State of the ait reel seat, high-grade cork, new generation ferrel

ACRTS 9

OWNUNDER SERIES
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now only

Taimer Large Arbor Fly Combo

Almost $400.00 worth of fly fishing package for as little as $259.95

We've Twisted CD Rods' Arm On This One! The only reason we are

calling the Taimer/Large Arbor fly combo an “entry level” package is the
price! This is the only fly combo we offer and we have hung our

reputation on it for outstanding quality and value for money.

Taimer Rod:

= 100% graphite blank — crisp effortless casting

= Single foot rod guides — less rod/line friction increases line shootability

» Aftractive matte finish — reduces rod flash that can spook fish

* Compl ted with superb reel seat, high grade cork grips & rod bag

2 plece 9' options — 6 wt and 8 weight — rod only price $1 39.95
4 piece 9' option — 6 weight - rod only price s'l 49.95
Taimer TX Large Arbor reel
| See p10 for technical specifications (Value $159.95)
Extras:

Airflo weight forward floating fly line (Value $59.95) iece 6 weight option $259.95
Airflo 75m fly line backing (Value $9.95) Package Deals 2pice 6 weignopon 3

Labour — professional set up, ready to fish (Value $25.00) 4 piece 6 weight option $269.95
(If you were to pay for each component individually it would cost $394.00) 2 piece 8 welight aption szsg 95

You will be disappointed if you settle for less! D Rods rod tube ~ optional extra. $29.95

In total 15 specialist stores nationwide. Free Phone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz
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Y Dr4LINE

« Lifetime Warranty on workmanship

* "Unigue” Dryline crutch design for
increased comfort

+ "Toughcoat” outer shell is a hard
wearing fabric giving 5mm comfort
and flexibility

- Outside pocket as well as internal
pocket with key clip

* Armatek knee pads for
added protection

=

"Hunting & Fishing special
DRYLINE Wader Hanger
with every Made to Measure
Wader purchased during
September 2002.
MNermal Retail Price $32.95

* Rear D-ring for accessories

Dryline Xtreme Wader
§399.95

Regular Wader Prices

- 5mm Chest $299.95

- Bmm Waist $255.00

- 3mm Thigh $169.00

Limited steck available, 5mm black neoprene Only in
sizes M, L, XL. Allow 5 working days for delivery,

Made in Mew Zealand by:

>

STR EAMSﬂIE{)E

Trout Jigging & Light Tackle (Saltwater) Combo

Jﬁw Sigma 1000 Combo

Rod: 1 piece hollow glass matte finish, 5'6% long, trigger arip,
lure ratmg 10-40 gram ~ line-rating 2-4kg

s,
Reel: Bell bearlng, se’ective anvoff clicker, push bution spoo]
rejease, casts aocuramly with adirstable sacol tenseon keob,
metal irame and sidepiate constiuction, machiae cutbrass
gears — Ceas rale 5.3;1, slar drag

Combo: supplied with 50m, 20Ib braid, plus backiag —ready 10 |ig s‘ 1 9

Ptdemamec] é - Intrepid/Cirrus Combo

Rod: 1 Piece graphite composite, under and over bound, 5'67 long,
o trigger arip, lure welght rating 10-40 grams, line rating 2-4kg.

N a

INTREPID — =

§ Reel: All the features of te Sigma 1000 plus...
Golo anodised aluminium spool, dikl eentrifusal and mechaniesl

trake, anti over:un system, main eeai-applied Ster diag system, L L L
- line eapzcity 50m of braid #us 206m mono backing F""'f'f"’f' HEW ZMDW s an enm::rs:as: ol
specialises in cafching trout through jfgging and
s1 59 downrigger fishing. You won't believe the value in
with 50m ¥ajd plus backine these Shakespeare ready-to-go jig combe prices.

In total 15 specialist stores nationwide. Free Phone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)

Check out our website: www.huntingandfishing.co.nz



Taupo Fishing Regulations
Review Update

Many: anglers:felt-tbat
altowtng anglers to-con-
tinne fisbing ajter bat-
ing kept 3 fisb would
ncrease crowding on
TaupoRivers

Lheto: Glean Maclean

the regulations as simple as possible so they

could be easily understood-and “Enforced= —

‘Where possible the regulations should .be
consistent- with compacable Fish and Gai.ne
ceghilations “applying to. the rest of New
Zcaland to avoid confusion-T'he subsequent
ly amended proposals were-then discussed
with the Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board. The
fellowing is a2 summaty of the more signifi-
caat chunges agreed a1 those mectogs

~Fly fishing- S e i
A définition of Iy fishing is proposed which .~
~ will prevent the use nf"spip fishing 'c':quip-l
~ ment within fly fishing-only waters. There

would be no restriction on the amount of
weight which could be added to sink the
Aies and the weight ¢ould be added cither
within the flies or as an additional atrach
meat. The resiriction on the_aaximum size
of hook to which weight ceudd be added
would be removed although the maximum
book size which can be used (whether
weighted or unweighted) would remain. The
cureent strike indicator restriction would

43




it s propescd Loclese
1ake Te Woiau (elew) a
month earicr 1o protect
trout which are congrerat
ing prior to runtting up
the Te Whalau Stegarte -
spawn (before vigdit)

Pbetos: Glennr Mardean

remain but the maximum number of flics
which could be used would be increased o
three. Unliks
of natuzal flies would condnuc te be precmit-

our carlier suggestion, the use

ted in fv-enly waters.

Rationalc

Many of the concerns over the imount of
weight which ¢an be used 1elate to angiers
being able te use spinfishing equipment to
Gsh in fiy-only waters Insciting a definition
of fiyfishing will prevent this.The amount of
weight which can be added to fly”lishing
equipment.is scIf limitinglowing to the d(if-
cultics in casting large weight's and, as many
anglcrs have tcalised, using -mnre weight
than necessary to get 1o the Hoitom dogs not
improve angling sueccss Weight cim still be
adcled toflics but-some anglers may-prefer
to use a smaller-weight attached to- the
Ieader. which is casier 16 castand lcss likely
10.snag, Ifweight can be'added to the ieader
there is,no justificiuion for the rsteiction o
the maximtm size: of Mook which: can "be
weight¢d, and. removing s allows the use
of Inrga’lcg;_ghlcd patteras:

The-curicnt stuike indicators are cffective
and the regulation is simple- and casily
enforced;The uses of ip 1o three flics allows
aller pative angling methodsand the suggest-

Fish :md Game regulations applying to the
rest ol NewZcealand

Boat fishing

There would no longer bea cequirement for
everyone on board to be licensed when sct
rods were usedand it would be okay to have
any mmnber of assembled rods in the boat.
Paravancs would be allowced subject to the
same cabledength and weighted line restric
tions as downciggers

‘The suggestion'to réduce the no-erolling zone
from 300m1 to 208m-artund the civer mouths
was not supposted. Instcad 3 _new Proposal
was suggested whereby the 368m testriction
would remnain around e major Ay fishing
mowths butan inceeascd number of the viery
small steeam mouths around the lake would
have no boat fishing restriction- These ae
the Waipshitd, Roto2guio. Waitotarz, Joleanu,
Rotomoho.(S6p Crecka), T6 Asvared, Otatinga,
Turacwaesoa, Ketukutuku, Tutacuaua; Otutisa,
.mohu;lré Mapuand @

2 Streams.

‘Ihere Would™be havesiciction on baat (il
=ing in the vickaity ofthelokaaouw whaif, Jt is
-suggestcd the use of unanchored boafX in

the  Waikato ~ River.~between “the . Coatrol

o Gates and lluka-Falls hepermiticd g

Radionale S

ed changes arc-geneally: Seasisient avigh . Bequiring eseryhicdy’ on board = boat (o bé




licensed when setrods are in use is a major
inconvenicnee for groups which include
people who have no intention of fishing,
Similarly: the restriction on the number of
assembled ends in a boat is viewed as an
unneeessaty constiaint swhen an individual
may only tish with one rod at a time.
Puravances provide a sintilar fishing opportu-
nity: to downriggers and providing the max:
mumrdepth to which theycan cifectively be
used is conuolled in the same way, there is
no pood re:ason to prohibit them,

Thege areé a number of river mouths where
the 300mscstsicilon is valued by shorebased
anglers Howeser, there ate also.niany small
steeants  scattezed agound the lake which

“oH&r file or no My fishing opportunity. and

svhichdecd many pe:opledon’t cven know
cxist: A 360m cXCTusion wonc around these
SEIVES DO Puipose and UDPOSES Jn UNNECes-
safy consoaint oq angh:rs-teolfia'§ =

Much.of the upper Waikato Rtveris iuaccesst
ble to'shere-Bisid ang térs#nd provides st
dble-opportusnity. fog borrbase| MR fshing!

RestFictions on fishing

As moSt subnussions empbasised; there was 72

no suppout forexteadiag the fishing hours.

Similarly-the siggestion_to-allow-anglers 1o

continue-tshinraiter hasing killed thce

1oyt Was strongly rejected as.wasthe pr&“

™ Ty

“‘-‘:n_-:&ar'»»

posil to allow rhe ust: of lures with two or

morc gle hooks. attached. As a const-
quence it is suggested these reguluions

remain as they cursently are.

‘The wemoval of the bag and size limits on
Lake Moawhango, the Waipakihi River and
the children's pond at theTongariro Nadonal
Trout Centre is recommended. The removal
ofthesiaze limit but not the bag lintit on Lake
Kuratizu was also supported &s was the pro
posal te allow the Depiartment te authorlse
bona fide disabledd people te fish for trout by
means that™would otherwise be illegil, suly
ject teany conditions that may be necessary.

The legal Iength of trout would be measured
from the tip of the snout o the V or fork of
the til. ratherthan to the tip of the il s at
present.

Spin fishiog “would be pesmitted in the
Tokaanu Talrace upsireant of the highway

bridge. -

Note that-the use of three fligs or lures
would be peranitted as dischssed in the sec
tionon Iy ﬁshim;. The use of anificiil furcs
im_lulin_g m:l_luﬁcs,insccts;. bugs.worms and
&l roe Wouldno Tonger. be profibied.

Ratlonate
The.changes ®_Jegil wishing-hours and 3hé
oige iz which an' dnglee nuist stop tishing




The new C Ortland were suggested as ways of increasing fishing opportu-

nity. However, itwas clear there was little support from

5 5 5 Serie S ﬂy l’ine S anglers and'several submissions made strong cases that

the ¢ffect of the bag limlt change might acwally be to

ing pool hogging anc!

Over two years to develop, with two ycars reduce opportunity by cacoura

of testing. The outcome... a flymaster’s dream. the*high giading” of fish (discanding a trout kept carli
cr fora better specimen caught later).

P uied the Cordand 555 WiEE ity
Ling a1 Lake Tarawera. The fivie
time off the reel on a cold might it
lay as straight as an arraw, so
ithpoitant ta.staying im totech with
those flies. The nextday | nymiph
fished ou dic Ngengoraha The
New Coland 555 line casts and
Jaats beawifelly. (2 never recon-
aend anything { dow't belfeve in}

Peter Scott
Tisdalls, Auckland

Yew Zeolong CFrompiwn 1994

The removal of the bag and size limirs in the waters
proposed will have no biological impact on those fish-
eries but will create additional oppor:unities, The abili-
Y 10 excmpt disabled people from certain provisions
of the regulations may allow thém to-fish whenothers
wise-they would have been excluded. Note that this
- approval is on a- case-by-casc basis and- the impact of
svhateveris proposed en other adglers would bie waken
~ino account. ‘this is consisteit with e existifg
national approdch undér the Freshwater “-ishc{c_s_

New Zeoland Teom fiember Pofond 1999 xcgul'\uons
- Haw Zecland Teom Membes Aushoki 1999 -
Revy Zeolond Team Member Sweden 2001 -=MZasuring trout froan_(ic snout 1o me?"k of thenilds

- “ehespational suntird, fgr rvcn.'monal §3hing-in fresh

Th 1d of the 21st: century :ly fish: ding 2t lightnii ﬂwa w
- P L et L (il S:l]l Wm:x;\:md alsol’.r.ac:enn(nc aml techaical data =
speed. The cutting cége angler demands performance and value. - oll E
« culqn MO e, =

The new 555 Series has been designed to be one step shead of Z vt = .._—

today's fly fisher. cembining groundbreaking new Barrier : Th'ért an: relatvelyfEw. ﬂ- mmr ms:w, T
Construction Technology with application-specific tapess and % -

L_-‘ T proprietaiy coatings that-tune in each line Fer the job at hand. - Spltr ShingTS. i N'mm" Siclr nrc:l is
Tt it's no coincidence that the fly line company with the longest dawnstm'\m Of the h'gh--) bridge on tw Tekagni- -~
T histoty is also the one with its eye mmf and:thege appearsio’good redson iiof 1o aﬁowé

toward the future, Cordand  [se g ngponumtv nlzo»e the bridecas well )
pushes the boundaries of | . - = —_ S

Floating Line
The workhorse

:Allowmg heuse on:p‘ lo:\h«cd‘ uz’g'or'hqu_ s inkends e

fiely 10 ol RS s,

their fly lines, so vou

of the 555 Series <an push yours S d ﬂﬂﬂ_Clnal)’ fonf!) g_w_hng“ﬁ—rs—nn‘“l
features a ground- mmUEMEQ mul(t«i«. i, fﬁ\'- well: OJ B et

breaking chambered
= mono core design;
super durable body;

,..-tb;m.dngl PERIod now, ever _mg lhu‘

slick multi-agent coating and long |
distance taper. /
WE anly — available in sizes 4- /
& — ar your Cortland
Pro Shop. /

Litle
T'unny Line
Lenger winning line {125 I:et
wtal) and extended povser taper Yor
longer casts; longer tip to tum over
smaller llies (can be immed back easily
Jor larger llies); super slick clear ceating
that's pracucalﬁ; invisible with-a
preven Camo Mono core.
WF Intennediavs (1 to 1.5 per
secordd) enly—s:zec 8,9,10at
your Cordand

| =
: C.ysal clear, supes- Pre Shop,
P supple m?mosm p|3xtlc body and
g preprietary feurlumen mene eor e girve it "
“.’mﬂﬂl thislinea specific gravity that is off the ’m%:;sr;k:;i:“bz’ ”

";ﬁ chare (1 is wates; the 555 Clear Floater
= ic.lest than 70, making it the highest

Nleating line in existence) and a
castability th?a }|\ss t?i be wied to be C T‘.AND
clieye T Y
1¥Fonly - sizes5 4,5,6 - at & O 3

your Cortland Pro Shop.

Sponsors of the
NZ Fly fFishing Team

IN STORE NOW




Otamangakau collect in lizke Fe Whaliau and
canal prior to runping up the Te Whaiau
Strcam, Here they are taggeted by a small
group of anglers, many of whom usc angilng
techniques, such as heave and Ieave, which
make it difficule 10 release any fish alive The

* _key'to the wrophy fishery over the summer in

lake Oumamangakau is that the tish live to old
age, continuing to grow-aftercach spawntng,
Qur data iddicates the odds are that every
trophy fish in thedake will have been caught

at_léast _onec previously. highlighting the

importince of successful catch and release
iu_this fishery In June woat-are especially
smacmble.and their chanees of sursiving
repeated spawiiings (8 sachirophy size are

~tauch redueed ftis suggested that fishing for
theSce taiout on-their spatvning l_'n_ig‘ariah is

aot consistent.witla the management.of th

lake asatrophyfishety. =

Licences™ . = e
—In keeping with the recommendations

TEVi

CrmAracial lUre
s

* Removing the legal compulsion for anglers
to repoit the capture of tagged trout as this
is virtually imposssible to catiorce and we
much prefer wo rely on goodwill

.

Replacing the present restriction on hav
ing a maximum deposit of 23kg of troutin
a commcrcial freczer or smokchouse with
a limit of 12 fish. The prohibition on
depositing more than the daily bag limit
onany onc day is femoved

Delcting the entirc scction controlling the
canning ef trout (regulations 2537) as it
is unnccessary and outdated. Prescrviing
“fish in this way is conceptually no differ
¢éntfrom freczinig or smoking them

- Dcletipg tac prohibition on rclcasing fish
without authority as it is already-fully con-
trollcd” through e Conservation- and
—Biosecurity” Acts and the Freshwater

_“Fisheriés Regulitions :

ng of fishing competitions 1o

in-to line with the rest of the

s

icnmg the regulations goverming. -




By Rob Marsbatf

Rob ts the Fisbery Area
Ecolegist and is
responsible for the fist
ery mentroring pre
grannnes fleisalso a
Reen cuigier:

¢ of trofy redfnbow
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Changes in the

Lake Otamangakau Fishery

Lake Otamangakau was created in 1972 as
part of the Western Diversion of the
Tongariro Power Developmem (1PD). Since
then the lake has become well known for
the quality-of trout it produces. in paricular
the opporaumity to catch very big trophy
1ainbow or brown trout.

In the pastfew years the fishery has under-
gone severil changes. Unfortunately the
odds of catching a trophy fish have been
much tower than they were in the boom
times of the 1980s and mid [990s. While the
fiishery struggled to produce the same num-
ber of trophy trout (>4.54kg or 10Ib). it ney-
ertheless remained healehy with strong vear
classes: of fish entering the population cach
vear (Target Tutspo, issue 35).

Since 1994 we have been monitoring the
lake QOtamangakau lishery with the aim of
identifying changes in the trout populitions
and mcreasing our undetstanding of the dish
eIy $0 we can make informed management
decisions that optimise the trophy potential.
Differsnt tools have been nsed at different
times to monitor components of the fishery
including:

* Surveys to monitor angler catch rates (the
average number of fish caught per hour)

and compliance levels. Bvery sunnner we
interview between 230 and 308 anglers on
the lake

* Surveys of the total catch and harvest by
anglers overa scason

*The Te Whaiau stream fish trap Tc Whaiau
is the only: spawning tributary of Loke
Otamangakau. so by trapping the fish that
rum it every vear we learn a greae deal
about their size and numbers presem. The
teap has been operating since 1994

*interviews of expert anglers. Every year a
number of expert anglers are interviewed
at the ¢nd of the season il asked 1@ 1ate
their perceptions of the state of the fishery
and their satisfuction with variotts aspects
of the fishing.

‘This article discusses the results of the
expertangler interviews and compares the
perceptions and predictions of these anglers
with what we observed through the Te
Whaiau trap.

{nitially angler satisfaction wits monitored by
asking every angler interviewed as parct of
the creel surveys to rate their satisfiction
with various aspects of ihe fishing However
the demographics of lake Otamangakau




Norrie 1fuing bolds
a big brown neale.
June 2002

anglers are very diffecent from
those of anglers on Lake Taupo and
using this approach we found that
we continually interviewed the
same people rhroughout the 2
| son. Of the other anglers many
were visitors lishing the lake for
the first time with nothing to com-
pace their experience with, It
became obvious that we needed
anotherw:ty to monitorangler per-
ceptions.and satisfiction with tis
fishery more accutatelyA new suc-
vcy methodology was designed
and adopted three years ago (sec
Jarget Tanpo issue 34 for deuails).
At theend of each season a simall
group of experienced anglers who
lish the lake regulacly are asked for
theic pereeptions about aslects of
the fishery and © rite their saus-
faction with the season’s lishing A
group of hine anglers with a com-
bined cxperience on the hke of
more than 130 years wis initially
invited to take part in the survey.

After three years of monitoring we

nulhoriseé : are nOW ina position to asscs the
Central North Island oSS!
Haines Dealer. Sponsors of th |
Enquire obout our Trev 'I'erry Maﬂn I(mloch { @ver the years we have learnt a

packages now. great deal about the fishery from

Fishing Competition 2002

the ‘Tc Whaiau teap. For example,
the number of tophy fish present

fish 6750

—ALL THE BOATMEN b

| peaked in 199€ with 35 rainbows
erry MG rl ne L"J\ trapped over £.54kg (101b) or 4%
- of the total aduit population (as
well as 7 brown erout over

Trev_T

| i Nuhuhau Street. PO Box 1038, Taupo
| @m Fax/phone (07} 37&1719. Nh 107) 378 8753 g‘;::fa-;“;“‘ J 4.54kg). Since then, numbers have
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Graph 2, Total #wn of rain
bow and brown trout
throngh 1be Te Whnian

trap 1994
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declined to a low in 2000, when only one rainbow and one brovrn trout of this size were
trapped.fhic trap data not only identiiied rhe decline but also indicated an abscenee of older
fish in the run. The older lish tead to be the trophy fish and their absence we belicve was
caused by the loss.of kelts migating dowastream aftcr spawaing in 1998 Normally these fish
retura 10 the lake to continue growing but in 1998 the umisuaily high flows which existed for
long periods over winter swept many of the Kelts over the le Whaiau spillway instead and into
the Whangaaui River1his low beiatin the fishery in terms of trophy trout (but not total fish
aumbers) coincided with the commencement of our new satisi?ction survey in 1999 /2000 It
was quite revealing to find that the anglers selected to take part in the survey have very sim-
ilar pereeptions to ours asmanagers.and made similar predictions about the future of the fish-

eryand in patticular the improvementin the trophy population.

2\s part of the interview cach angler is asked to answer a series of questions by picking the
aumber between 1 and 10 which best reflects their view (where | = terrible and 10 = excedl-
leaw). The average of all the responses to cach question for each of the last three summers is
presented in graph 1.

Average rating
B2 B

S

w | b S Hl .l
Mot of Sumdo ol uncol  @non Nemboal  Stiiad  Cumlme Nudod  Asglg
woply: Wiz axhow aimuBow kwlskod rmn  oftwpan VTGRS wioe
e nln amu Gl boewm o Inae ahe
na Tronn

Fron graph | it is apparem that anglers pereeptions over the summer of 1999/2000 wer¢ ¢hat
there were reasonable aumbers of minbow trout but only of averige size and very few trophy-
sized fishAs it warned out the trap run through the'Te Whi
the largest recorded since tapping began in 1994 but as commerited only one trophy-sized
winbow wis recorded. (Graph 2)

au trip the following winter was

2000
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The following summer 2000/01) our expertanglers noted a coatinued absence of trophy: fish
(only four rainbows over 4.54kg were: subsequently tmpped) but that another strong year
class was evident and the averge size of the 1ish was increasing. The condition of beih the
rinbow and brow:) trout continued to be rated as high and these anglers all agreed that they
expected w see the fishery further improve.

The results for this last summer bear out the prediction.The angler rating of the number of
trophy trout present has almost doubled and the number of legal sized minbow trouc is rated
very highly-as is the overall size of these fish. The brown trout fishery continues (o rate high-
ly and fish of beth species were considereil to be in very good condition.



“Ihe wmp daea this winter reflects these per-
ceptions, with rainbows trapped so far this
yearaveraging 3.10kg for fenrales and 296kg
for males These are the heaviest avizrage
weights recorded since 1996 There have
been a number of fish with four trap clips
(have spawned at lcast four times) which we
would never have picked as old lish if it
were not for the clips.such was their condi
tion, Simuilarly in tbe first three momhbs of
this vear's tupping openttion, 16 1minbow
and one brown trout over 4.34kg have been
teapped. This is three tinies the totat number
of large lish trapped in 2000 and 2081 com
bined, and unequalled since the 1996 peak
of 42 fish vapped between | April and 31
August,

Wha does this catz tell us abont the likely
Half of the anglers
swveyed this year expeat the lishery 10 be
very sintilac next season, the other half
expect o sec another increase in the num
berofwophy lish caught. Time will tell

fishing next swmsmcr?

Howcver, before you all rush off to catch
your tirophy don't forget the lessons alrcady
learmi.Thte 1996/97 harvest survey measured
an average catch raie of 0: 11 fish perhouror
one lish for every 10 hours of cffort. Like
Oumangakau is gencrally not kind to the

casual visitor and even in the good years
aost wophy lish represent aany hours of
cffort and learning on the pan of the suc-
cessful angler. The harvest survey also indi
cated that most large 1ish in the lake werce
likely 10 be caught over the course of a sin-
gle season. We have already highlighted that
the key to the wophy lishery in Lake
Oumangakau is that the fish survive a nmm.
ber of years. continuing 1o grow each yearlt
is therefore very likely that most rophy lish
have been caught at least once prevsiously
Fortunately, in recent years more than 70% o f
the cach has been released alive, but if
anglers kill large numibers of lish or follow
poor catch and release techniques it will
have a major impact on this tishery.

Like all wild wrout lisheries. faupo included,
1ake Oumangakau cycles through good and
bad years At the momient it is in an upward
phasc. Enjoy the opportunirics this olYfers
but please look afterit. It is fiagile

Thanks to Ron Burgin, Ken Drunimond.
Ralph Young, Fred Barnowich, Matk
Etheridge, Tim McCarth)z Pete Mitchell,
Graham Dean and Peter Ideakin for their
ongoing participation in this project.

Tongariro Angling Book

‘Ihelongariro River and its {ishery arc the
subjccit of a hook currently in preparation.
Auckland angler and legal cditor Griant
Hcendcerson has spent ses cral years research-
ing the fishiory and the many people who
have been drtwn to it hy the great teout tish-

Grant lirst tished the river as a hoy in the-
carly 1960s, when Turangi was a compari-
vrely smali sclik=nxrnt. The construction of
the Tongiriro hydro-ctectric power schenie
chauged both the river and the -township
foreve r He notes:

“The gneat thing about the Tongariro is that
ithits proviided a shecial angling experience
for all kinds of pcople. from kings to com-

moners. Despitc all the ehanges, it comin-
ucsto he the hig drnwcilrd for anglers,cspe
cially those from overseas!

Grant Henderson would ke to hear from
anyonc who has historical inforaition
abom the lishery in the form of angling
diaries or good quality photographs (prints
or transpanencics) or cven i good story
from tinuezslong past.

lie canhe: comacted at:

56 Princess Swceet

Northcotc

Auckland 1310

Telephone: (79) 488 8979 (Home)

(09) 4.88 2760 (Bus.)
Emait granden@Actrix . o.nz




FLOOD DAMAGE

By Reb Marsivai

Rob is the Fishery Area
Fcolegist anef s
responstble for ibe fishiry
monsioring prog animes.
Heis also a keen angler.

Background

In Deeembee 200) Taupo and Turangi experienced a significant storm that spanned four da¥s
A rain gauge Jocated at the Tongariro National Trout Centree, approximately Skm south of
Tusangi, recorded the rminfall during the storm (table 1).A total of 209mm of rain fell hetween
6 and 9 of December.which was more than the total monthly rainfalt cvery month prior cxeept
May and November.Ten days after the initial event another intense storm hit the acca. deliver
ing 25mm of cain in 15 minutes at Rangiatea Station under the Hauhungaroa Ranges,

* of the many culverts

e ol on the

‘Theee wus flooding in many arcas
around the district between T- 9
Dccember. State  Highway |
between Taupo and Turungi was
closed when the Waiotaka and
Tauranga-Taupo Rivers broke their
banks on the cvening of the
Deccember. The TauwrangiaTaupo
River suiered siggnificimit channel
change, which was discussed in
Target Tawpo.issuc 39. Most of the
lake’s other tributarics suffered
flooding 10 varying degrees though
none¢ more 50 than the Wharcroa
River, on the seuthavestern shore
of [akc'Taupo.

The Whareroa River has its source
on the astern slopes, of the
Hauhungiroa Ranges A smail pre-
portion of the catchment consists
of cutover native forest while the
predominuut land use, especially in
the Jower two.thinds of the catch.
ment is pastoral faming. A laige
portion of the rfver and its main
tributary, the Orua Stre-am, flow
threugh Ringiiatea Station on State
Highway 32 The rainfill figures
provided in table 1 werce collected
approximately’ 30km from the
headwaters of the Wharcroa, but
subsrantially more cain (¢l in the
Hauhungaroa Ranges than in
Tuangi. The local farm manager
doesn't recall experiencing cainf all
like it before. The rlver suffered
serious erosion thcoughout the
atchment, the cvidence of which
was obvious in [ake Taupo, with
huge plumes of dirry water and
rafts of pumice spilling Into Te



on the Whareroa River

Table {

Rainfall recorded at
fongariro Nationaol Tyout
Centre 5-9 December
200f

Hape Bay. The damage was caused by a combination of the increascd volume and velocity of
water associated with the high in fall, but also from a series of massive slugs of water and
debris sem down the river by the collapse of a number of dammed culverts in the headwaters

The Wharcroa River brown trout fishery

A feature of the Taupo fishery is that it is “wild" or self-sustaining. 1n other words. no hatchery-
reared fish are released into the bepulationThe fishery is sustained by natural spawning in the
20 or so tributaries accessible to trout. As a conscquence,an imberiant part of our role as fish-
cry managers is to protect the natural spawning and rearing habitat of trout to enable them to
reproduce successfully and therefore sustain the fishery:

December b) 6 7 8 9

Rainfall {mm) 85 —6 14 9.1 93.6 40.1

Rainbow trout are the dominant species in the Taupo fishery, making up between 85-90% of
the population and anglers’ catch. Brown trout are-notorously difficult to catch unless actuat
ly targeted and therefore offer the 1Taupo angler an additional challenge and opportunity
However, for many anglers the teue appeal of Fsupo brown trout is their size. Most trophysized
trout {greater thim 4.34kg) caught in the lishery are beowns se it is understandable that they
hold a special place ferTaupo anglers

The most important beown trout spawning tributacy in the fishery is the 'l'engariro River, fot
lowed closely by the Wharc:roa RiverWhy these two r.vers are favoured much more strongly
by brown trout than otherTaupo tributaries is unknown. A measure of the importance of the
Wharcroa River is that the New Zealand Wildlife Service (now DOC) built and opeiated a fish
trap on the river for many years. Fish werc trapped intermittendy from 1951 to 1977, provid-
ing information on the size of the spawning run and steuctre: of the population at that time.
In these years spawning cuns of up to 2500 brovwn trout were recorded.

Effects of the flood on the Wharcroa River

The impacts of the storm on 9 December cam be seen along the entire length of the W hareroa
RiverThe extreme nminfall caused an increase in dischacge and water velocity that croded the
bedand pumice banks of the civer and its tributaries. In addition to the typical crosion process-
es associated with fleeding, the Wharc:roa wis subjected to additional damage caused by the
damming and subsequent collapse of culver:s in the upper catchment. During storms culver:s
are required to allow larger than noral volumes of water. Unfertunately this doesn’t always
happen, and if they are too small. poorly constructed. or not maintained and kept clear, they
can block with branches and other debris washed down. The eesuilting build-up of water and
debris esse ly creates a lake, until such time that it eitherovertops or completely undcee
mines the culvert and washes it away In either case, the effect isoften s.nilar to a dam break
ing and scading a slug of water and debris downstre:am.This may sweep everything in front
of it, including downstream culver:s and bridges. Such events are also known (o occur natw
rallyin the Tiupo catcliment when logs and pumice block the path of a river until such time
as it bursts. For example.a few years ago this happened near the mouth of the Waihora River
in the western bays. Anglers fishing the mouth at the time were treated to a show when a huge
wall of water suddenly poured over the cliff beside them. The resulting waterfall fowed for a
few minutes and then stopped as suddenly as it had started. Another potentiall y mor: serious
incident occurred when a wall of water came down thegully at Cherey Bay just as local school
children who had been camped there were departing. T'he crosional forc:e of such eveats can
be huge and can cause irreparable damage to a river and lts inhabitants.
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Dave Hart surveys the
damage Note the beighl of
1be pumice debris deposil-
ed on the bauks Pholtos!
Reb Meirshelil

A sertes of waterfatls bas
heen created by leoge
hlecks ef prnitce leciging
e Use gorge
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Eight culverts were washed out in the upper reaches of the Whareeoa River during the storm
of December 2€0E. On the night of 9 December the Rangiaten Station manager neecalls hearing
an incredible thunderous noise. when the largest of the culverts blew out not too fir from his
house, Some of the wash-outs causcd very little damage but others had a much greater impact
on the biological and physical features of the river

As part of the initial assessment of the flood c¢fects on the Taupo fishery, the eatire length of
the Wharcroa was surveyed from the air w ussess the amount of damage. There were also
ground assessments completed of the upper neaches from downsteeam of the Otarui Stream
con fluence up 1o the Whaneroa waierfafl. 1 "he cif cets observed can be broken into rwo groups!
physical and biological.

Physical

As the photos illustrate. the river was subjected to major physical damageThe banks vere
severcly eroded in many places, cavsing numerous large pumice slips. ‘The croded material
from such sllps and other erosion sites was deposited along the banks and in the channel, forny
ing large. exposed ac

ations Of pumice and sand and in somc cases buried fax and other
shrubs. Much of the riparian vegetation was completely removed, buricd or washed into the
rivee

Numerous small obsteuctions to fish passage exist where trees have been wished across the
river. traplying pumice and other debris in theie branches and new sheetsThis debris interrupt
the flow of the river and over time may create impenetrible bacriers to the upsrream move
ment ofspawaning trout fhe debris canalso form dams similar (0 those formed b y blocked cut
verts, with inevitable consequenc:s. Dowanstream of State Highway 32 the river eaters a num
ber of narrow gorgessome otily 1-21n wide. ‘There are three major obstacles vo fish passage in
one of these narrow gorges. The fiest is a 3m high wateifall created by the accumulation ef
large blocks of pumice and branches, Downstrean of this are two smaller waterfalls, both
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Tbe cebris anci pumice
bave created nenereus
abstactes to ibe passdde
of fish.
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approxlinately 2m high. T'rout, cspecially brown trow, have no chance of overcoming these
obstacles and are therefore now excluded kom the spawning grounds upsteeam,

‘the entire subsuate of the river bed has changed from gravel and cobbles thae are idcal for
spawning to pumice,silt and mud. Eve

n 2 month after the eveny, when the fow lad rcwurned
re normal,the bed of the river was still in continual motion as pumice and sand washed down
strean, Five months later the composition of the bed has improv ed but still contains large
arcas of mud and silt

Biological

‘Ihe biological effects of this degree of physical damage arc likely to be significant. Itis prob-
able that all wrout. including juveniles,adults and unhatched eggs in the tiver at the time of the
fleed would have been balled. Trout are a rel

cly hardy fish and capable of surviving quite
significant floodls, but an cvent like this,compounded by the caustrophic cellapse of culverts,
would have certainly been too much for themThe same can he said for the invertebiate pop
ulation in the stream that would have been washed away by the force of the water or suffe
cated by the huge inputs of pumice and silt. During our asscssments, no jm-cnile trout or
stream insects were seen inoraround the river

Unfortwnarely the problem decsn’t stop there. Imagine fish ceturning to the riverthis winter
or ¢ven in three years' time (0 spawn.They’ would argive at the mouth of the river and begin
to slowly make their way upstream. The further upsteeam they get the greater the difficulties
they will encounter First. they have o negotiate numerous obstacles to their upstecam move-
ment cavsed by the tress and pumiice blocks lying actoss the riverSome of these are passable
but others will stop all but the strongest fish. If they manage e negotiate these and reach the
headwater spawning beds they will begin to pair up and dig redds (nests) in the river bed
where theyll lay their cggs. I there has been any amount of rainin the preceding few wocks
the bed of the river will be covered in punice and silt. washced off the banks Somce fish will
succeed in digging through the silt and lay their e ggs. Unforunately, with the civerbed in con-
tinual motion, another la

ver of siltand pwnice will almost certainly cover those eggs before
the ch, starving them of oxygen and ultimarely killing them. Even if the eggs do success-

fully hatch there will be few insects ferthe young fish to eat.

1t is possible that there are 100 many factors stacked against these fish 10 allow suceessful
shawning during the next three to five years. Time will tell but the effects of this single event
on the Whareroa River brown trout pepulation are likely te significant in the short teem.



Where to fresm here?

The options available to us as managers of the fishery in this case are unfortunately few as

nature must take its course. However thene are some things that can be done to improve the

chances of successful spawning in the future.

Firstly it is criticall that we lcarn from what has happencd and do everything possible to pre
ventit happening again Wie obviously can'tcontrol the weathee.and it is natucal for streams to
flood. But the damage caused by culvers collapsing is not natural and must be minimised. By
working with landowners and re¢gional councils we hope o have significam input imo what
werk occurs and what maintenance progeimmes are instituted in the futurc in the case of the
Whareroa River, the firm manager and Enviconmem Waikato already have plans to retire and

plant3km of the Whareroa River and its tributaries on Rangiatea Station

The blockages to fish passage need to be eleared as soon as possible. Some can be removed rel
atvely easily but others, including the waterfalls, will be much more difficult.and a monitoring
plan is being developed to ensure: that the huge amount of debris in the anca doesn't simply
creawe more blockages once the old ones are cleared

In the medium to long term, with some human help and prudent catchnent management the
Whareroa will heal itself and the brown trout wilf cetuen, However it will take a few years.

The Importance of Varicty

The articles “Flood Damage in the Whareroa” and “Habitar Restoration and Protection in
the Whangamata Stream” in this issue highlight the lirge variation amongst spawning teib-
utaries in the Taupo fishery and some of the diffecent threats faced, 1n factspawning trib-
utares mnge trom the Tongarico River to streams we can step over: from stable spring-fed
streams to fliashy, surtace fed torrents Under any particulae set of conditions tcout pro-
duction in some types of stream wil) be favoured over other steeams. But no matter what
mother nature deals up,some sircams will be suitable. “this resilence in the Taupo fishery
is often overlooked but is a key factor in the continued sustainability of the fishery

Vicky Maclean

Recently, fishery staff farewelled Vicky at a dinner to mark the occa-
sion of her retirement. Vicky 1own to many anglers as the girl
with the big smile most usually encountered at the Ton.

angler sury

Vicky commenced her work with the
ernment employment scheme worker (F F : Tongariro hatchery
s then known. Her interest in the work and her aptitude for the

the role of a:
a wealth of i and knowledge which w
on in the training and development of new staff.

In recent y y expanded her horizons
and worked ac 1 ge of fishery proj-
ects. Highly regarded by her colleagues and man-
1ce in the team will be missed.
tion that developed over
will continue. Vic s locally

0 a long standing member of the
h Vicky all the very best.
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®ne of the keys o the
Taupe fusher y is the
cxceplional spawning
artd rearing babitat in
the tribuecery sheams, in
this case the Whitikan
Stream

P beto Glenn M acleas:

Grauph 1.

Length frequency analysis
of juvenite irout caught
in the Tongartro «end
Wbilikau Rivers 2001

The juvenile trout monitoring programme was initially designed to assess the impacts of the
1995796 cruptions of Mount Ruapehu on trout spawning and rccruitment in the Tongarsiro
river and has now been runaning for seven years.

The programine utilises rwo difierent samplin g merhods, one to assess the number of fry and
the other w0 assess the number of itngerlings in the population. Newly haehed fry inhabit dif
ferent areas ofa stre:am from the older and larger tingerlings. An clecteic fishing machine is used
10 sample the shallow riffles for fry and baited minnow traps are used to catch fingerlings in
deeper water with instream and overhead coverGeaph | shows the number of tish split into
Smm length classes caught by each method in 2001. Most fish caught electric tishing end to
be less than 50mm long while those caught in the minnow taps are between 50 and 90mm
long

When we take a closer look at the number of try caught throughout any year we see a fairly
consistent pateern of abundance that not sueprisingly fits with the known lifecycle of faupo
trout. Graph 2 shows that the peak in fry numbers occurs during spring and early summer a
few months af:er the main adult spawning migration. This varics subtly from ycar 0 year but
the basic pattern is consistent.

Length frequency 2001
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Many fitctors can influence the number of {1y in the population including the tuning and mag
nitude of flexods. The floods inJuly 1998 peaked at814 and 838 cumecs and were the thind and
fourth largest recorded since 1957 @ur monitoring indicated a drop in the poputlation of fry
in the Tongariro River in the months imaiediately after the flood, but we also noticed that the
river bed had been “cleancd"” by the flood waters, which wauld hopefully improve spawning
success later in the year. At the time we predicted that the success of spawning lace in the year
would counteract the loss of cacly spawning and the monitoring appeared 0 confirm this
However the overall inipact of the flood could only truly be assessed three years later when
the juvenile trout were expected to return to the Tongatiro River to spawn themselves. The

Craph2.
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Handlten sets ce
Gee Mivyow trety in
prime juvenide babitet in
the Tongarire River

Pberte Glenn Madean

large size of the run through the Waipa teap last wintee and the success of the river angling,
albeit later in the year than normal, (Tenget Taupe issue 39) confirmed that the fishery
bounced back well

The monitoring also provides an insight into the likely impact of the £ood expericnced inearly

December last y ¥acAfter an unusually dry spring, the Tongariro catchment experienced a peri-

od of consistent min and on 7 December flo to a peak discharge of upproximately 560
cumecs. This is a reasonable (loud for lhe Tongariro but the most concerning feature was its
timingAs shown in graph 2, peak fiy abundance occurs at this time of ycarand it was feared
that the newly hatched fish would be very susceptible to being cither stcanded or swept away
by the large flows However our monitoring indicates the flood didn't have a significant impact
on the fiy as shown in the results in geaph 3.7Thesmall stacs on the graph indicate the number
of fry captured cach month and it appears that the flood did not significantly affect the num
ber caught in December or January: Results cirly in 2602, shown in graph 2. suggest that the
fl.ood also had very little impact on those fiy incubating in the bed of the tiver at the time.
Based on the number of juvcniles caught this year (graph 2) we look forward to a stong nwid-
en treut population in the Tongariro River in two to three years'time when these (ry nwture
and rctuen to the river to spawn.




Flabitat Restoration
e and Protection
in the Whangamata Stream

anglers-in pursuit of theie share of these healthy, weflconditioned fish. With theiratten
Lon 1&33' d on the largedrivers legally open (8Fishing manyang lers are unaware that
1He niniesous smallcr steeams located ;q’ wad the lake alse play an important:pan in
providing spawning and rearing habisar nt:céssnry to enswre the futuee of the fislicry.

owing ino the nottheh bay with which it shnkhlygtrnmc, the Whangamata Stee-am
near Kinloch is a classic example of the good spzlwniné habitat feut:d in manv of the
sma:ler sueams. the factors which combine (o make the steeam wellsitsaed include
high water qualiyy witha consistently cold sempcrawre.scasenabie gravel beds suitable

tor spawning redds, and stable flow which #not prone to dragitic flouding
2y

An impormnt-clement of managing the Taupe fishery is the protection of such spawn-

ing hnbim.a:\d the Whangamata Seream Has been workineprogress for the fisherv over

the past 25 ycarsae cnsure exactly this,

%o _work raking out musk
: reed




Tils vied wetcnrbeel
structudg was discorcnwed

(Illﬂ"g habitat /Jr(./h‘(‘lmu

HOrk on the stredin and
ﬁ:mm e fisbh pussuge
chautnel to e trtie eft of
11> raceway.

Phorosi Date Bt

Following agricultural development of the
catchment the stream flowed through open

- farmland. Stock grazing its margins: caused

severe bank crosion and trampled the
spawning redds, and ¢ffluent and. run-otf
affected water quality. By 1975 Trevor
Thompson aWildlife Ranger, noted that the
spawning run was probably only d few tens

of fish.

Work on the eestoration of the stream Uig
with the margins bcing retired from grizing
and fenced of fin 1976 and a longterm plant

Whustard Seed Cafe

Ohuanga Road Turangi Across the road from BP service station

‘GRAVI

For cooked breakfasis, lunches — All food made on premises
paninis, salads, cakes, slices, sandwiches, elc.
Also Internet & E-mail available

Open - 9 am fo 4 pm daily, closed Titesdays
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Ing prosnmmc bcii\g established.  Being
Sucﬁ gl’lrg,e prGject The wwork was-cacricd
oun[\:a(’nscs with much®f the cardy planting
oceifrring: bLlWLCﬂ Whangamata - Road
Hownstream te Holia'lkes crossing and
undlegtaken by Wildlife- Service rangers. Some
G the!  phnging was ':'nrn‘c'd‘ou: by staff oper:
Stinga i3 tep on xhe ,5(;u1m in 1979 But
rest"mtlm of thésueam was# pc[_‘prd;cu of
‘i’nvg"l hogiasOn and the many onks along
;{)o «.rrcam Arg 2 [egaey of his Auempta Iu
lpmﬁpﬂ’ fom for 'game  birds. “The gl'm(mg;
ProgrAfind _ovds structared e ust n'mvc
;M:'lfxud speocg in.the floodplan as m(!
guogg.nrodnmon forcstry” specics- onsthe
mtuz_». Immcediately -adjacent o, the
I&lﬁ native specics were scleeted

!

A’%’Cﬁ \vt»uld provide both shade o, prevent

;xﬁms \jetd, growth and” in-steeam- coner
for sy An unyxc;cer\ problem _was:the
cimeegence ofgndsk ﬂ{‘cd a,pereamal-herh
mtive 10 Nogh AmencasMusk giews pro-
fuscly in thc;:r(su ccofhcight sunlight any
1eftunchecked will mpidl; ferm a dense mat
of vegetation, bury’mg spawniog gravels.and
complately preventing passage 1o fish

Some mistakes:in p Janting were also made,
such as thie ¥sc ofyflax atsthe water's éd§e‘
Afterbecqohingcstablished it was found that
the flax .actu.nllyiymv into ihe stream, the
rigid lcaves causing blockages tpwadt flow
aor when large ¢lumpsi 2ollapsed- iiito. the
stredm. Two spczick of. sedge grass Were
found 10 be ide:l 3R place of Jax; Carex: 1ir
gata which occurred natirally, ar tic site,
andl Carex secia which was plintci). 1ficse
grassy, clump-growing Y ceics ?mvcd ideal
in providing bankside Bcability, cover over
the stecam and:shade taiprevent growth of
monkey usk weed while a8t interfering
with watcr flow.



Aw exconpile ![:fﬂedf :
streagn réstoratien
planting. Estatrtisbud
yex secttippotricling
shde and fae-stecon
cprver whblie permitting
norutal uiohstrucied

flo

100 vlew's of e
Wibanyamalta Sirean
11ty chotd with
Mr)u@_\z sk weed aned
after spraying and weed
f(rmotmf whith llnl'l)z.ﬂf
Mo aned fish passage
retorce

ion and water gua
' D Clive

‘The changes in vcﬁ;cl
have becn monitored since 1976 b

Howard-Williams® and Stuart Fickimere of

NIWA They have found the streani channel
and margins have undergone a contindous

successional change in vegetation. The early |
SEIZES Were ‘_:'hamcteri'scd by rapid growth of -
the stream bank plants, which st'abill.wgi' ;
shanks and imiproved trout :ipa_w'ning and
water quality: Later changes caused block--.

apes to fish movement butiacted as'a’nutri-
ent filter further improving water qualitg
More tccent years have been characterised
by shading of the channel -better fish pas-

sage but decreasing nutrient filtration ability, -

The positive results of the pl:mling project, -

Now many years on, can be clearly seen in

‘muiny parts of the stream. In the areas v\'-‘hem'

the Carex grasses or large overhanging trees
have not become established, musk weed
continues to be an aanual problem, growing

in profusion over the spring and summer
months tochoke the stream and prevent fish

passige. The weed  is/ sprayed and thén
removed by raking - a slow and backbreak:

ing job. Removal of the weed from the -

stream rather than allowing it to rot away is

musk on fish !

important to- prevent fixed nittogen: being.

' re-released into the stream and lake, where it

would promote further growth of weed and

Jalgae.

During the weed remoyal waork undertaken

catlier this' yedr fishery staff were given
someé graphic. ilustrations of the impact of

ages Several adult fish in
emaciated - condition were locatedl in the
upper reaches of the stream; tinable to
retutiy to the like after spawning lastscason.
Fi

oy staff and volunteers enjoved the
experience of svorking Upstream and raking
out weed withea horde of boisterous fresh-

run fish splashing at their heels, clearly unims

bi‘:sscd' with the spced of progress and
impatient to be getiing on with the business
ofreprotucing!

Jhe protection and longterm restoration of
the Whangamata Stream continue to provide
hoth fisk

¢ and Land managers. with valu-

able insights into ithe effects, of stream

restoratipn through: vegetation establish-
rent; a8 well ds#its, present-day stanis as
impertant spawning habitit for trout.
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By Reb Marshail

Rob & lhe Fishery Area
Loobgist and is
respoustbie for the fis)-
ery monitoring pro-
Qrimmes. He Is alo a
keen angler:

Table {. Eupbotic depth
() it ftve sites in lake
Otetmartgatece: 14
September 2001 to 20
FYebruary 2002
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Lake Otamangakau Light

Monitoring

Lake @annangzakau is a man-made lake near
the base of Mounr'lvagariro. It was formed in
1972 by the construiction of the Western
Diversion of tle Tongatiro
Development CCPD) e lake now supporss a
very unpor:ant fishery that is well known for
the superb quality and size of minhew and
brown tiout it produces.

Power

Genesis Power Ltd owns and opesates 11D
and s recuired to dredse the inlet canal of
lake @umangakau to remove accumulated
sediment. Duiing such desilting opeiations if
not managed correctly, there is the potential
for incresased aubidity in the lake, which
might impact on the feeding ability of trout
and the availability of light for plant growth

This summer Genesis dreedged the canal under
a resource consent issued by Environment
Wakata ‘The consent contained a nutnber of
opeting conditions which past experience
indicated would prevent any adverse impacts
on the lake. However, the opportunity was
also taken 10 instituee a joint study between
NOC and Gengesis to monitor any effects on
the euphotic depth at vatious sites in Lake
Otamangukau during and afier dredging The
cuphotic zone of a lake can be defined as the
upper sunlit waters extending from the lake
suiface down to where hight dims o 1% of
that at the surlaceThe cuphotic depth is sim-
plv the depth av which this 1% threshold is
rezicheil. Below this point light levels are con
sidered too low for photosynthesis and plant

growth. A significant reduction in cuphatic
depth would be cause yor concern, as the
extensive weed beds in the lake could die
back and the insects that rely on these weed
beds for food and shelier suffer Ulitvaely dys
would affect the trout that rely totally on the
insects'in Lake Otamangakau lor food.

Dredging involved the usce of a cutter suction
dredge & pick up sediment, which was then
pumped ashore into seuling ponds and stock
piled. Diedging conumenced in - September
2081 but it 0ok a few days 10 get established
and dischacges from the settling pond didn't
13 Sceptember 2001
Therefore this is considered the effective seact
date, Dredging continuecl for approXimatcly
four months uvntil 17 fanuary 2€02. The
cuphotic depth was measurcd using an elees

commence  untdl

uonic light meter at 0,5m depthintervals from
the surface to the bed of the lake. Five sites
atounduielake were monitored at fortnightly
inscevals flom 14 September 2000 w0 20
February 2002.These included:

*Inlet - directly opposite the inlet of the Te
Whaiau canal

*ishnd . approximatcly G0m soutlyeast of the
small island

® Outlet - in the middle of the outlet arm
approximately |km from Wairechu canal boat
rtmp

* Northern Arm - halfway up the notthernarm

Inlet Island Outlet NorihernArm Pam
14 Scpt 85 63 4.4 (N7 8.2
02 @ct 25 58 4.5 50, 8.6
26@ct 9.1 6.8 5 438 9.5
12 Nev 105 7.6 43 6.5 100
29 Nov 9.9 7.1 6.1 4.7 107
2] Dec 257, 6.6 5.1 48 10.1
08 Jan 8.1 6.8 6.0 4.5 6.9
24 Jan 85 59 4.1 S 13.9
07Fcb 6.3 5.9 3 5.0 46"
20F¢b 83 4 37 3 7.6




he extent of the weed * Owmangakau Dam - approxmately 50m asterisk identifics times when the cuphotic

beds in Lake from the fuce of the dam. depth was less than te actuallake depth
Oramangakan is apfrar-
ARSI [ h e e Table | shows the cupholic depth {m) at cach At most sites the euphotic deptir fiuctuated

it this 1996 pheta sitc throughout the monitoring period. The within a mange of 1:3 metes over the monitor-
BFREERG:. s Fly Reels M:%
4/ \

LARGE ARBOR F

£hoto: Glenrt Mactean

Your ncw reel eepresenss a unigue combination of pediormance,
pracuicality and cutting edge fly recl desigrn, with featuces which
cannot be found anywhere else.
Feawrces include:
o Uiique Large Arbor Carfrid ge system
* Fully CNC macltired from Aerospacegrade alunittiom
o True Hard Anvdised finiish
* Desigried, manyfactured and
assemibled in Briraii
« Saltwater risistanl

Distribused] hy nverH SLavs. R.A. Conaghan Ph 09 633 6100
SOUTH IsLanp:Alexto Sports 2000 Led Ph 03 477 #0834 Avenlable from geod fishing tackle stores




Grapb 1 Variabitity in
euwpbeiic de s ineas
wred ditring dredging

Graepb 2. Variability in
e phetic depibs mects.
urvd after dred ging

i Enphntlc acpth ()

Inlct Dam island

——1l4Sep
—-2.0c:
| - 25-@a
-n-12.Nov
——29-Nov
——21-Dec
——8jan

Qutlet Noithern Ann

Monitoring site

Euphotic depth tm}

Inlet Dan Lsland QOutlet

Nogthera Arm

Monitoring site

ing period, as shown in graph 1, and remained
relatively stable while dni:dging was underway
Had there been a drop in the cuphotic depth
during dn:dgi'ng there would have been cause
for concern. In fuct the opposite occuried and
the euphotic depth both reduced and fuctu
atcd more widely after the dn:xlging finished
(maph 2). For cxample,aforuighuafter dredg-
ing finished the euphotic depth dropped from
almost 14m 0 5Sm at the dam site At the
nor.hern arm it diopped from 6m 10 3m dur
ing the same period.

At al sites during dredging the piedicted
cuphotic depth was greater than the meas:
ured depth of the lake. In other word.s, suffi-
cient ight for photosymhesis was reaching
the lake bed duting dredging. it wasn't usntl
the dredging linished that the cuphotic
depths dropped, in some cases to sigaificantly
low levels. For example, at the dam site the
cuphotic depth dropped to 4.6m on 7
Febraary: The depth of the lake was 7m, so for
the first time during the monisting pro-
grummne ther: was sufficient ‘ight in the

lower zones of the lake tor plants 10 photo
synthesisc. This occurred atall but the island
site on 7 February By the time the monitoring
was repeated a fortnight later, the euphotic
depths had increased and suflicient ligit was
penetrating to the ke bed

Dnxlging the Otamangakau canal had no
measunible cffect on light levels in lake
Oramangakau. However, once the opesation
was completed tactors wnrelated to the dredg
ing operation caused tempority changes in
the cuphotic depth. Given that when we have
dived in the lake we have obsesved that the
weed beds are: linvited (0 those areas shalow -
er than 4-5m, these temporiry pegiods of
n.xluced light penetration are likely to con
strain the extent of the weed beds. The cause
is unknown but maybe linked 10 increased
phytoplankon concentrtions and/or the
inf.ux of dirty water duging floods. All in ail,
the dredging is a successful operation that
appestrs 10 have had no negative cffect on
cither trout or angling.



Tongariro
National Trout
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BY Grabam fHeunifton
@l Scott lee

Work starts on Interpretive Displays

With work on the Visitor Centee building
almost complcte. the Interpretive Display
Comnmuttee has startedd work on the interior
fit.out.

Months of plannag, some healthy debate
and cxpert advice have culminated in a
design that is infiormative. attractive and rep-
resentative of the nany fiacets of the aupo
fisherytits ccology and trout in general

The displays have been broken downinto 11
distinct and interesting topics:

L. A profile of the society: our :iims and aspi-
1ations,

2. A description of the Titupo lishery: The
‘Taupo lishety is anchored on the relation-
ship between and Ngati
Tusvharetoa as cnshrined in the 1926 Act.

the  Crown

From this stems the geographical bound-
arics, the management and administeation,
the licence and cven the existence of the
‘longariro National Trow Centre

3. ‘lhe lifestle of 4 Taupo trout: Fom e
swish of its mother's tail through the sur
vivil of infancy to adulitheod, the lif¢ of a
trout shown in compmer graphics, taxi-
dermy modcls and phatos.

4. Angling techniques:This display will cover
lake and river fishing and the various tech.
niques involved. ‘I'toling, harling, jigeing.
nymphing. wetfly and deyfly - it will all be
covered.

3. Muscum: Redls, rods, flies and other fisl:
ing pariphemilia from the past attactively
displayed. The society has been very fortu-
nate to have received many dontted items
that will make up the majority of this display:

6. Freshwatcer ccology: How a strcum works,
what grows in ic and what trout eat.

7. ‘Ihe history of angling: From greenheart
rods :md chalk strcams to carbon grephite
rods on ttie mighty Tongariro, itll all be
shown as the sport evolved.

8. Fly tying sctup:A replica of an old lishing
cabin with fireplace and oak table sct up as
a fly tying studio.Just as it would have been
in the 1930s

9. Management techmques:Whitt DOC gets
upto to cnsure we have trout to catch.
Covenng such techo iques as electic fishing,

blowing up log jams, counting fish by
acoustic survey, drift diving and catching
poachers

10. Fishery research: Whay happens behind
the scenes’Those special projects BOC takes
on like radio tracking trout in the longariro
River

11, Current issucs and mformation for the
public

In addifion to these subjects the ‘Irout
Centre includes a 40'seat auditorium. This
will be used for cducational presentations o
school groups and bus wour groups We envis-
age producing three educational/aformative
vidcos for scieening. One will be on the
Taupo lishery: a second will focus on the
“how to” of popular fshing technigues; and
the third will cover the attraction of fishing
(i.c. the love we all fedd forthe spor).

We are fortunare to have attracted tremen-
dous support from local business houses and
gencerous folk throughout the coumry who
have donated au least S100 as benefactors
These now total 57 and there is no closing
date!

Substantial recent funding has also been pro-
vided by the following Taupo businesses:

Kazbar and Casino $5.000
Lucky Lizard #ar and Grill $10.000
Cobb & Co (Easy Street) $2,000
Taupo Supcrbowl $5.000

In addition the Bay of Plenty Community
Trust has provided the joinery by donating
$13,000 andTitupo District Council has con-
tiomed funding of $20.000. We arc most
grateful to them

\¥hilc fundriising remains a high priority, we
are thrilled with this commumty support as
it allows us o make the auditorium opera-
tive by putting in place the audio visuitl
cquipment and carpeting the complex, thus
completing Wic Visitor Centre building -
debtfree - in our lirst year of openttion. At
the recent Annual General Mecting, the
Exccutive Committec was re.clectal. which
not only provides continuity but also the
enthusiasm © sce the whole project
through to completion before moving on to
other wor:hwhile developments

€7



In the last issue of Target Taupo we indicat
ed that this winter we plan to assess the size
of theTongariro River trout spawning run by
using radio-tracking technology 10index the
run through the Waipa Stream teap with the
total Tongariro run, In this acticle we explain
in more detail how we are going to do it.

Tbe experiment is similar to a project under-
taken in 1995 and 1996 when we attempted
to index the Tongariro run (o the run in the
W hitikau Stream. This was successful but it
subsequently proved impossible to maintain
theW hitikau trap on an ongoing basis,hence
we switched to the smallerand more casy:to.
trap Waipa Streram. The tap on this stream
has now beenin operation since 1998.

We know from the first project and our row
tine (rapping opecrations that the runs
through the Tongariro numbered 60,008 in
1995 and approximatcly S000 trout pass
through the Waipa cach year (a tributary of
theTongariro). This means that approximate-
lyone out.of 12 trout enterin g theTongariro
is likcly to pass through the Waipa trap to
spawn. However we need to have a much
more precise estinaate of the relationship so
as to be able to estimate the annual
Tongariro run from the Waipa trap results.

As part of the first radie-tracking exberiment
we observed that not @ the fish we tagged
and released in the lower river moved fur-
ther upstream. We kaow that two fish died
fellowing the tagging and thatsevecal others
dropped downstream to fake Taupo and did
not return into the Tongariro, despite having
been caught in the lower river initially
Overall we could track 80% of the fish that
we ugged. An :\ccmal_&lt‘;éﬂﬁm'ﬂn- of the
number of fiish that will .

upstream is crtical to obt

estimation of the total siz

lation rurmning t\he Tongariro

we'll use radio tacking ang

simpler, more traditional ag)

For example we could use floy
are spaghictti-like plastic tubes att
the body of the fish. Iloy tagsare

veryobvious Howevcerjas with the ridio-tag-
ging,some of the tags may be lost,some fish
may die and others mays return to the lake.
This iswhere the big advantage of radio tag-
ging lics Because the radio tags tzansmit a
radio signal which we canlocate and follow,
we can ascertain where the fish is and
whether it isdead or alive. As a consequence
we know exactly how many of the ugged
fish actually made the spawning sugration
up theTongariro River and therefore need to
be included in the calculation.

To iklustritte the importance of knowing the
exact number of tagged fish moving
upstream, let's take the foliowing example.

We tag 100 fish in the lower river and 10 of
these are recaptured as they pass through
the Waipa trap. T'he total number of fish
caughtin the Waipa trap over the year is.say,
5000 fish. We would conclude from the tag-
ging that onc¢ fish in 10 running the -
‘ongariro passes through the Waipa trapand
so the total run iy the Waipa of 5008 trout
represents one-tenth of the total ‘tlongariro
run (50,000 trout). However, the cudie traeks
ing tells us that in fact only 80 of tbe 100 =
tgged fish acmally’ ran the Tongariro rivee ™=
Therefore the Waipa run represents 12.5% of
the total run, which in tum gives a total ru
esumate in the Tongariro of €0,000 trout

or 20% smalier than first thought A diffcr
ence of 10,000 trout represenrs about

two thirds of the total number of fish

that are harvested from the
“Tengariro River each winter.

The actual number of wegged

fish recaptured in 1he Waipa

trap will also affect the
uracy of the esti-




inthe Tongariro River




The fish are caught by
anglers fishing ait the Bdlla

fuset:The fishy cere beki in
Sloating bags prierte tag
ging and ageiin afterte ards
white t ey recover
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The narrower this interval of conlidence the
morc accuate :and therefore the more usciul
is the estimaec.

To maximisc thc number of tigged fish
retuming through the Waipa trap, we imend
tosplit the experiment into two phascs. First
we will tag 65 trout in the lewer r.ver and
from these caleulate the proportion witich
rum as far as the Fence Pool (closc to the
winter limit). Sccondly we will tag another
35 trout at this point, of which a significant
proportion is likely 10 use the Waipa Stream.,
Using this approach will give a more accu-
rte estimation of the total cun through the
Tongariro than if we tag all 160 trout in the
lower river

‘The capture of the fish required for the tag:
ging operation in the lower river involves
the assistance of scveral local guides and
other cegulars at the Dclta who have kindly
offered theie hdp. We will sct up a camp
closc to the Delu beginning in meid)une and
collect fish caught by these guides and their
clicnts. The fish will be hetd in floating bags
before being tagged. The tagging involves
anaesthetising the trowt, sucgically implanti-
ng the radio tag and then stitching the fish
up-As we found inthe 1995 experimem, the
fish from this procedurc recover quickly and

within a Jesw wecks even the scar from the
surgery will have disappeared. The wigged
fish will be hebd overnight just to make sure
that they are okay. tagged with a vcllow floy

(spaghctti) tag so they arc obvious (o
anglers, and then released and followed as
they move upstream. Two trackers with
wadio acrials,one on each bank, will be work-
ing together o pinboint the location of the
fish and monitor their behaviour on a regu-
Jac basis over this winter.

When the tagged fish start 1o pass upstream
of the Fence Pool we’ll tag the remaining 35
fish at 2 point just upstream and follow them
until they are hopefully reeaptured in the
Waipa trap.

Becas e the battery life of the transmitters is
7.1 mouths we can also monitor the down-
steccam movements of these fish as they
return to the kike (o recover after spawning.
We know firom our trapping opcrations that
freshes push trout dowastream in the
Tongariro but we are not sure about much of
their daily rontine particularly during more
scutled periods. This knowledge will be a use-
lul sidclinc from this stdy.

As with the radiostacking experiment of
1995/1996. we anticipate that some of the
agged fish will be caughe by aaglers, not
only in thetongarico but also in Lake Taupo.
If you catch onc of these fish and decide to
celease it you can previde us with some vaju.
able information by rccowding the date. the




Reb Mursbalt botds a
tagged trout prior te
release Note the yeltow
Jloy tag stear the dorsat
fin and the wire daertal
protruding from clese (o
the et

exact ara where it was caught (we won't
tell anyone!), the colour of the bead on the
flexible wire aetial which pokes out close to
the vent of the lish and most importamly the
number on the yelow coloured plastic tag
This is a four digit number preceded by the
Jetter “A”,

Ityoudecide to keep the fish we would real
ly appreciate having a look at it before you
gutit.

Every angler who miturns a transmitter or
the details ofa trout they have relcased will
go into a diaw for one of 10 free 2003/04
season fishing licences At the same time we
will provide you with a “history” of the fish
as it swam up the rivec Good luck

We will of course keep you updated with the
experimentand provide a final reportonthe
resuits in future issues of Turgel Tuupe. 1f
you fish the Tongariro regulacly this winter

TONGARIRO RIVER RAFT FISHING

RAFTING - MOUNTAIN BIKING - KAYAKING
The Narth Isiand Raft fishing specialist

Tongariro, Mohaka and Ngaruroro Rivers
are spectacular places and the best
way to fish them is by raft. We
supply all equipment and awesome
lunches. Single or Multi-day trips.

PO 80x 1725 Taupo, New Zealand
FreeCall 0800 22 RAFT, 07 3787902
Email info@rapids.co.nz - www.rapids.co.nz

] You wil likely see our staff wck-
ing the whereabouts of these fish.
If you ask niccly they might just
tell you where the fish are.

STOP PRESS

At the end of July we decided
to dclay this prject until April
2003 The inclement weather
and high lake level make it dif
ficult te be certain of success-
fully mgging the required num
ber of fish by the end of
Angust The major cost of the
projectis the radio tags at $300
each. Rather than tag a large
number of fish but net suffi-
cient to complete the project
and lose all of these wags we
will wait until 2003.

FAGA
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By Michet Deduai
and Errol Cucliny
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Tauranga

Taupo R

The Becember 2001 flood in the Tawanga
Taupo River was the largest on record; peak-
ing at 283 cumecs at the Te Kono gauge site.
Tiis was onlya liule short of the estimated
50-vear peak of 308 cumecs and causcd sig
nificant damage as outlined in the March
issuc of farget Taupe.

Following the food a public meeting in
December 2801 agreed to sct up a working
group with representatives of all stakchold-
crs to examinc and sclect the best option fer
coping with future flioods while proteciing
the intercsts of cach group. [twas agreed
that safeguarding lives and propeitics wits
the lirst priority. The Deparument’s inlerests

were represented by Dr Michel Dedual and
Crrol Cudby:

ConsultantsTonkin and Taylor were cngaged
0 scope possible options for consideration
by the group ‘thesc options were:

1. To do nothing and let the river find its
own course.

2. To confinc the river within the quarry.
3. To re-divert the riverinto its old bed.

From a fishery viewpoint the first option is
undesitable because there s little to keep
the river fiom continually changing course
and flowing through a maze of channcls
across the quarricd floodplain,sttanding fish
in the dry river bed. providing unsuitablc
juvenile habisat and creating potental access
difficulties.

Confining the river to a channcel within the
quarry may be viable but this.coursc is about
2km shocter than the old river channel. The
reduced icngth of fishable river decreascs
anglitsg opportunities, and also increases the
cnergy within the river and hence its
propensity to fuaher crode the banks. The
e river bed would also lic outside of the
1926 dghts of way and so anglcrs woould
require the conscent of the landowners ©

iver

access this part of the river

Re.direction of the river into its former bed
would appear the best option:a vicw shared
by the majority of stakcholders. Froma fish
ery perspective it would restore the lost
anglityg opperiunities as well as address the
issues of fish and an gling access. However, it
is dependent on being able to  divert the
river successfully back into its old channel
on a permanent basis

During the past summer the riverbed was
cleared of insircam debris between the
Crescent and the Sate Highway 1 bridge in
order 10 enhance the channel and remove
obstructions to luture f:@od f.ows. This
work would be continued along the dry
channel, along with the removal of some of
the gravel that has built up init

While the channcl clean up is not benclicial
for rout. anglers will benefit from the added

fishing opportunitics and the return of their
traditional access routes upriver. Trout pro-
duction in the affecied area should rcturn to
normal within two to four years providing

there is not continual disturbance.

Any additional impacts on the fishery are
dependent upon the structures required to
return the riverto its old course and provide
somc control over future floods. These are
shown on figure [ and includc:

A90m long bund actoss the breakout area
wilh controlled overtlow into the quarty

Cenuolled ovciflows on the true tight
bank from [Parkes Reach into the cxisting
sccondary flow channel and on the left
bank fiom the vicinity of Maniapoto’'s
Pool into the Kiko culvert

Upgrading and extending stopbanks

Improving and mainwining drainage
outlcts

The last mecting of the working group



A possihie ofption te
conrrol flovding in the
Tamranga Taupe River

favoured a proposal to excavate the existing
osurse through the Kiko culvert to take the
bulk of floodwater on a more direct course
o the lake This appcars the best option for
protecting the residential arcas and is also a
preferable choice for the fishery as it would
lessen the possibility of stranding and speed
the retuen of fishto the lake after spawning.
Itis however ¢ssential with any of the struc-
nres that divert water out of the main chan-
ncl that theyare designedin such a way that

trout are not steanded as the flows recede.

®nce the preferced option is decided, the
next steps arc for Environment Waikato to
produce an enviconmental assessment and
apply for resource consent s Given that there
are numerous details which need to be
worked through yet to ensure the success of
any works, at this stage it appears unlikely
that major works will occur before iext
summer

Kiko Road

i \ Controlled
ovjrﬁows

Rediversion

Proposed
stopbank
N

Existing
stopbank °
= L=

o
=
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Images of the Taupo Fishery

Keith Draper

Keith Diaper was once of the most influcatial
and recognisable chasacters 0 be associated
with the Taupo fishery. Sadly Keith passed
away on 22 February 2000 at age G7 afer a
long illness, but his presence remains through
f¥s books which oeatinue to inttoduce many
New Zealanders to trout1ishing

Kcith's association with the Taupo fishery
stems back 1 1958 when he moved here fiom
Hawkes Kay at the age of 2G He enjoyed over
40 ycars of fishing at T:aupo.and woiked in the
fishing tackle trade fer more than 30 years. He
was a member of many clubs, associations and
managemeat boatds and published numerous
fishing bovks. Any onc of these things would
have made Keith a memorable figure i the
Taupo district but the fact tat he did all of
them 1eflects his true love of trout fishing and
hunting and is testament to his bellicf that
“veu only get out what you put in’.

Kecith was bora in Hastings in 1932,and like a
lot of young New Zealanders was very keen
on fishing from an carly age According to
Macic Diaper, Keith's son, not many of his
wmediate family or fricnds were interested
in fishing so Kcith was essentially left to his
own devices. Teaching himself o fily fish was
very much a case of trial and error, as it is for
many newcomers to the sport. Mark fondly
recails one story about his ther’s carly fish-
ing days on the likituki Riverin Hawkes Bay,
where as a [4y7ear old stacing out in fishing,
Keith was happy catching lots ol small trout
until yeaes latee he realised they were actually
inanga (adult whitebait). @wing to his some-
what loncly introduction 10 fly iishing Keith
was always a frm believer in hard leant les-
sons and Mark, who is now a renowned Bay
of Plenty1ishing guide.recalls one such lesson
his father taught him. ‘the fiest fotays | ever
had in dey fly Fishing were up the Hinemaiaia
River On the fiirst evening, Dad went one way
and I went another There was a great rise
where T was, but 1 only managed to hook a
coupleof fish. Meeting up with Dad later, he
informed me that he had landed seven, He
asked me I I'd drifted my dries to which |
replied yes. So, he peeceeded to tell me the
fish were feeding on caddis, which move,
hencethe loud splashy rises we were gettng.

“In fature, he said. “try to diag the fiypast the
fish”

“Next time we were up the rver for the
evening, we both went to our chosen pools
and upon mceting up together come night's
end, the resulis were similag,me a couple and
heaps for dad. He asked me if T had been diag
ging my Ly, which of course I had after the
previous lesson. Well apparently, that was
where 1went wrong All the rises wene gentle
sips that cevening, which indicated a mayfly
hatch. I[should have been drifting my fly This
happened 25 or more years ago. And they are
two fishing lessons | have never forgotten”

Soon after Keith artived in Taupo in 1958 he
met Maegaret, who later became his wife of
40 years. Together they established a (ly tying
business called Keith Drper's Fly Shop. In
1973 it was the largest fly wying business u the
country. The business employed cight losal
ladics including Matgarcet, who under Keith's
watchful eye tied hundre*ds of thousands of
flics a year and 0 the early days struggled to
keep up with demand.The flics were sold and
distributed across New Zealand and through
out the world. ta four months in 1972 Keith
sold 48000 flies in Tasmania and Victoria
alonc. At the time flies were retailing for any
where between 25 ceats for a small mayfly
imimtion to 30 cents for aTaupo Tiger as big as
your ittle finger. Along theway Kcith invented
a unique hook design for nymphy which was
sold 10 Partridge. o English tackle house and
hook manufacwrer. Keith and Margaret then
openceda fishing mckle store i Heuheu Steeet,
called Draper'sTiackle House. During this time
Kcith ran guided fishing trips and a Ly lishing
schoel. The shop was sold in 1983 and subse
quently moved across the steeet, Mike Stent,a
member of the New Zealand (ly fishing team,
now owns it. trading as the Fly and Gun Shop
The wholesale side of the business continued
tiaditg until itwasfinally sold in 1994.

‘The fiest teont Keith ever caught atTaupo was
an impressive cight and a halfpound cin
bow Very sutprisingly this was w0 be the
biggest fish he would catch in lake Taupe for
the next 30 years. Keith was a very good
angler and caught a lot of :ish over the years,
as attested by Mark who remembers his
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father bringing home beautifully' conditioned
fish caught after dark at local river mouths
night after night. “Pad was always something
of a pot hunter with his fishing and where
sustainable, likeTaupo. he felt that rout were
there to be caten. 1 must admit to eating an
awful lot of trout in my younger years.
Smoked, fried and, when time allowed, beau
tifully bottled by Mum?”

A true measure of Keith in many pcoplc’s
minds is the contribution he made t® the man
agement and protection of the district's iish
ingand huming resowrces few people put as
much beck into their livelihood and theic pas:
sion as Keith did. For instance, he was a found-
ing member of the Faupo Fly Fishees' Club
which over time became the Taupo Fishing
Club. Prior s this in 1974, an infiormal gather
ing of Itiends had begun meeting at 5:30 every
Friday afiernoon for a few beers and a chat at
the Lake Hotel (now Cobband Ce).The g1oup
was known as the "Anglers Recreational,Social
and Educational Union of Practitioners'. a
name which became much less of a mouthful
when reduced to the acrenym. Antong the
group were other well known Taupo anglers
including Jolw Parsons, Peter Gould, Gary
Kemsley. Mike Fletcher, Bill MacBiayne and @S
(Budge) Hintz who all shared a Iove of trout

fishing at Taupo.- To the displeasure of some
who enjoyed the informality of Friday after-
noons in the hotel, the group became a prop
crly censtituted club in 1975. Keith was the
first Presidene of the new club and served for
the mandatory term of two years until 1977,
His involvement continued and he wus club
patron at the time of his death.

Anotiter founding member and very weli
known Taupo angier and wiiter. John Parsons,
remembers the old days of the club well,
when politics was aveided like the plague and
f:shing dominated conversation John remem-
bers one of the first timess the club was forced
into angling pobwcs when in 1985 they dis-
agreed with the lishery managess over the use
of globugs. Months of public discussion and
debate thrashed out the legalities of the use of
a supposed initaiion of fish eggs and Keith
and John were at the ferefront of many of
them. Keith's input into his sport didn't ¢nd
there. He spent time on the nationall executive
of the New Zeatand Deersmatkers’Association
and was a founditlg member of the Hastings
bianch of Decrstaikers: e gave his time as a
mesmber of the Kaimanawa and Kawcka
Forest Park Advisory Commuittee. He was an
early member of the Federation of Lake Thupo
Fishing and Boating Clubs.later to become the
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Cenual Nonh Island Wildlife Conservancy
Council and now the Taupe Fishery Advisory
Committce, which provided user representa
tion in the management of the fishery in those
days And only a few years ago Keith realised
semething of a dicam and cofounded the
Wildfowlers' Association, which stilis worke
hard for the interests of pame bird hunters in
the Taupo region and nationally;

However, pechaps: Kcith Drapers biggest con
tribution to his spoit was his writing Over the
space of 25 years he wrote and published 19
books, many of which were responsible for
capauring the imaginaton of thousands of
Kiwis, cncouniging them to try fly fishing
Many Keen trout anglers own at least one of
Keith's boeks and credit them with théir cady
inwcrestin the sporIlweugh his 1985 book Fly
Fishing for Bégfrners he aught many of us
how to cast,mend. Knit line and land fish with-
out ever being there: [housands of anglers tied
their first fly crouched over a copy of the 1973
book ffe @ F&y, which reputedly sold 20,000
copies werldwide. His 1978 publication of
Angling in New Zeakmd remains onc of the
most useful and comprehensive books on
trout fishing in the countri tts inteiest extends
aound the world with many Internet sies in
the United Swtes uading secondhand copies
of the book for as muct: as NZ$88 There aic
other sites on the internet discussing pattems
feawred in his books with one par:icular pas-
sapge from a keen Antedcan angler and Fy tier
vitled Ding a fav jles frem downunder He
thanks a New Zealand friend for sending him a
copy of the “wondetful" boek Tirowut Flivs in
New Zealand and goes on to deri). some of
the patterns in it

Keitty's first book was a collection of st
ries about a oelonrl Spure who ran a
fishing fodge in Wistahanui. Fred Fletcher
fascinmted Keith with his endless stoey
teling and after a while, with Keith's
encouragement, Fred put pen o paper
and wrote some of them down, Keith
took the stories and turned them into

a book called Mr Hundred Peycert -
Fred Fletchers Jawpo ‘tales. Other
titl@s by Keidh include Aympbs for

all Seasens. Hooked en Fiy 1ing,
New Zceatend Trout Fifes -
Traditienal and Medern: and Cheese
ihe Right Fly some of which were beauw
tfullyillustrated by Keith,

Keith obviously had a very pood working

Kknowledge of stream entomology, and as Mark
puts i, “basically knew what went on in
nvers”. And allthougli he wrote extensively
about fly tying and ticd many and varied pat
terns he was a firm belicver in not petting
bopged down by the syppesed nced to pee
fectly represent a nawnal “As long as it looks
like what the trout wamnts, and they cat it why
bother trying to improve it”, was a lesson Maik
remembers well.

Mark also says.“Dad was ahways quite ouspo:
ken with what he believed and though every-
body" did not always share his opinions I think
they were probably shared by most™[he intro-
duction to onc of Keitli’s books published in
1971 highlighes this, where he writes about
his selection of flies and dressings in Zireut
Flies in New Zealand “Some people will dis:
amree with a number of the dressings. This willl
not suiprisc me as | have disagreed myself.
Thae is how it is. What [ have written here is
honestly recorded in an auempt s cualoguc
the history of our country’s trout llies and
lures, their dressings and theie use?

Thanks to Margaret and Mak Braper who
have been very helpfud in providiug infor
mation about Keith's life. ‘thanles also to
Joha Parsons who provided a lot of
information about K¢ith and the old

days of theTaupo Fishing Club: And

on behalf of al those anglers

inspited te tuke up fly fishing

by Keith, thank youKeith
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N.I. Pest Fish Survey Completed

Qver the last year DOC has undertaken a
nation wide surveyr 10 assess the extent of pest
fish distibution throughout New Zealani). The
North Island rcsulmw have been genersited by
live months of fieldwork, surveying selected
sitds in cach of the cight oensen ancies

‘the primacy aim of thie survey was to observe
and confiem the presence of koi carp g cevbu-
sta, (mos«uito tish), rudd and catish. Kei and
gambusiat  ace  classilied as  Unwanted
Qeginisms under the Biosecurity Act 1993 and
rudd as a noxious fish under the Freshwater
Tisheries Regudations 1983 (excluding the
Aucklard/Waikato lish and Game region).
Although caufish have no legal status at pres.
cnt;they wete also included in the suavey

The four member pest fish team has now hung
upiits #shing gear for the season.However 1iz
Keys. the sirvey co-ordinator, has been busy
writing the &nal repor:.

We had both good and bad news at Tongariro
TiiupoThe geed ncwsisthatno koi carp weie
detected 1) any of the waters surveyed and
most of our prime water is still fice of species
Classified as Unwanted Orgiviisms. Obyviously

-

cutfish are our most abunctant pest lish, how
everno new locations were récorded rom the
survey, which is encouragingThe one bit of
bad news is that gambusia were found at
Rawhiti and Hardastles lagoons on the
Waikawo RlverThisis ashigh asthis species has
been reconded on the Waikito river to date. It’s
not comforting to know these Beastics an:
knocking on the doorstep of Iake Jaupe

‘e pext stes are to underake survess ae a
few other key sites within the Tonga tico Taupo
Censeivancy, increase our public awaieness
abow the issue and develop a pest fish
1esponse plan. This will help us in our endeav-
ours 10 c¢asurc no movement of pest fish
occurs between water bodies butalso identify-
options fer control in the futureif necessary:

Rememberif you see people teteasing Ssh (but
notincluding anglers putting their catch busck)
conmct your locat Fish and Game office or
BOC as soon as possible. Fake detdls of the
person, vehicle registeation, location and shitt
they were doinglikewis: check your boat for
weed and fisheggs if you shift to a new lake
or river; that way you can minimisc any unin-
tentional movement of pesf fish between sites.
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THE NEW S5720 Designed for people who

need more than one lifestyle in one-boat; Luxtiry wheniyou
want it and hard core fishim;; when you need it, Rugged,
réliable and with the best ride on the water the Haines i:{unte}‘-
S8 720 has a lot more to offer people who need more than an
average boat. The Sports Sedan provides shelter from the
elements while providing fantastic all round visibility through
the toughened glass screens that also bring a whole new look
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“to the Haines Hunter range. The handling char-

acteristics of this boat are the envy of many,
providing seamless performance and comfort

with a sporting flare of a true thoroughbred. it all
adds to a less strenuous day on the water. Test drive the Haines
Hunter SS 720 and experience a new direction in boating.

HAINESHUNTER
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