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Return of the Good Old Days?

Fticee has been a 1ol of comment aver the
past couple of years about how' good the

tishing has been a ' impo and nuny compar
isons made willl pust years,

Na ane has suggesied thae the tishing imatches
the first few glorous vears fellowmg the mntro-
duction of troul i the «ady 19200 when the
[shery boomed n whin proved 1

e an unststainabte wa): However

ments suggestmg thit the fishing
15 25 geed as at any time that
contemporary dnglers can rememher So it
e as a1 surpPrise w many people when
Fishery Manager John Gibbs comnémed at

the Tongariro Power Development consents

“the Tongariro
Sisbery is no
the erbave been numerous St R0 Lz C AT T
class fisbery it
once was”

hearmg in Taupo List December 1hat the
Tong:riro fishery is no longer the world <ass
tshery it onee was,

“Taupo fishing has been very good in recent
times and when we consider how nany
more aoglers now shace the resouece then
surciy the Ashery amst be inas good hearvas
1 any time an the past 50 years
However lets delve into the
numbers in more depth 1o cheek
it the picture s 25 rosy s it fiist
seems.

A wild wild fishery

A common misconception amongst anglers




Jubte [ Minimum and
maximum densities of
spauning rout recorded
in five Lo tributaries

River ‘ Number of Mininsum Maximum Magniwde

years surveyed | fish/km fish/km of variation
Hinemattia | I | 184 1381t 7.5%
Waimarino |10 223 496 2.2x

8 131 505 3.9x

10 62 258 4.2x
‘Tauranga- laupo 3 341 648 1.9x

we 121k 10 is that the Thupo lishery is artiti-
cially stocked, no doubt fuelled by '/m aware

ness of the hatchery at the Tongariro

: by nawiral spawning in
The fishery was only

stocked i its injtial yeacs at the wen of last
cemury while it was established and as part
of several experimental eeleases since then,

Each winter mature cainbow trout run the
Taupo rivers 10 spawn. These are the fish
which sustain the winter fiv fishing and most
are going on three years old. Trout spawn all
year round at Tmpo but the bulk of
spawning occurs in August and Seprembec
The female trowm digs a sn

all depression in
the granel using her tnl and lays her eggs in
this 'redd’. The accompanying male trout
immediately feruhises these eggs while the
female  moves slightly upstream w0 dig
another hole and kay more eggs. The current
wishes the gravel excavated from the
sccond cgg pocket over the first  thus
covering the firsteggs, In all eacivfemale wilt
lay approximately 3000 cggsin herredd.

Approximately two months later the newly
hatched fry, swhich, are about 25mm long,
cmerge from the gravels. These fish five in
the stream for the next 6 10 18 momhs. Each
fish defends a feeding tesritory the number
of which will dicate the number of young
trout thar the river can produce Fish which
cannot defend o werritory are pushed down
st

amuntil they can find a vacaat tertiory
Those which cannot find a “possic” cventa-

ally arrive

1o Lake Taupo where their
chiances of survival are slim because they are
still 1o small w feed on smelt - the small fish
that provides most ot their dict. However life
looks much hetter for those wout  which
reach a size of 100mm (lingerling) before
entering the lake. Once in the lake feeding
on smelt they  grow at a rue of lmm a Jay:
Growing au this pace it takes only onc more
year for the fish to reach 500 to S50mm in
length and 10 nuture. In autumn the trout
begin to collect off the mouth of the stream
where they were born and soon they are

swimming back upstream on their own
spawning nugrauon and the cycle is once
again complete.The majority of these aduly
fish will ot sur

¢ the stress of spawaung
bue approximately one third will return to
the lake, albeit as emaciaed specimens
nglers describe as kelts or slabs (Terget
Taupo issue 33) Those tha arrive back in

spring find 3 boumiful food soutce ia the
smelt whichat that time arc spawning inthe
shallow: margins around the lake. These
spent fish quickly regain condition and by
the followmg winterare once again ready te
make another spawning migeation

‘To manntain the spawning trout populauon

at a constant level only requires that two tish

return 10 spawn from the 3080 cggs laid, a
survival cate of just 0.06%. This highlights
1wo ke aspects of theTaupo fishery Firstly

the two year period from when the eggs are

Laid in the geavels until the fish reach approx-
imatcly 330mm length in the lake is particu
larky |

zardous ferthe young fish_Secondly a
very small change in the survival eee will
make a huge difference to the size of the
subsequent adult population.

The sireams flowing off the mountains of
Tongariro National Park and the ranges of
Kaimanawa Forest Pack anc. the waters of
al
at. This is

Take Taupo inherently provide exceptis

spawning and rearing  ha
retlected in the numbers and the Guality of
the fish produced. owever itis a harsh cnvi.
ronment which docs not take any prisoners
For example summer floods may dis
and Kill juvenile wrout and so reduce the
subseyuent size of the adult population.

Thus in osi yeats the €shety fluctu

lace

response to variations in seasonal weather

patterns and habiwat quatity. Very o on-
ally an event may he catastrophic such as
occurred when volcaric eruptions in 1993
and 1996 causcd huge ash inputs into the
Tongariro River, temporarily sulfocating the
streambed. Iowever the trout populaton
can quickly rebound under more favourable
fust occi

conditions
develops

nally a year class

under  optimum  conditions



Grapb t. November
aconstle esthmate of the
number of trout greater
than 35¢m in Lake {aupo
198810 2000 (Yeasr
Jaiture prevented comple.
tion of surveys in 1990
and 1999)

ow to mu

lug in a Triangle Taper fly
ine. You'll feel it right
hrough the handle.
ymooth distance casts.
ntuitive close-up casts.
riangle Tapers cast like
hey're alive. Accurale,
electric. There's a
for nearly
n: floating,

ntermediate, and sinking.

riangle Taper fly lines.

’repare to be shocked.
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Number of trout

:

988 1999 "N "% 1992 1993

without any sctbacks and the trout popula-
uon reaches a memorable peak.

AS a consequence it is characeeristic of the
“Taupo (isheey that the trout population flue
tuutes widely This can he scen in several
wians, For examiple in gaph | the numher of
trout greater thaa 35cm estinnted in Lake

1po cach spring by acoustic survey is
presented for ahe years 1988 10 2000 (a
discussion on the 2000 results is presented

on page 25).
Over the 12 years the ostimate singes from

TRIANGLE TAPER

FLY LINES

954 1995 1896 1997 1938 1999 2000

67.700 to 205.200. a three fold vaiaon. A
similar variaion between years is evident in
our peak counts of spawning trout in

sclecied steetches of five Tmpo aribul
(table 1).

Such year 10 yvar variation, which tends 10
be  periodic, i chamceristic of  wild
salmonid lisherics.

How do these numbers compare
with 50 ycars ago?

Not surprsiagly there are no comparahle
counts of fish numbers s the 1950s or carlice
tHlowever them: are very oxteasive carch
records collected by rungers undertaking
routine licence checking on the Teagarico and
otherRupo rivers aad on Laketaupo.On each
visit sangrs collected data from every angler
cacountered, whether they were a good or
bad angler, triend or stimges had caught fish

or not. Several of dhese rangers were well

known for their determination that no one

should fish “their’ river or lake without a

ticence and  surveys  were  undertaken
throughout the scason at iy time of the day.
In those days managing the ishery comprised
latgely 1anging and as a conscquence a huge:
aumber of angler checks weee done cach yeuc
gler

catch) as a ncasuce of the quality of a fishery

The use of creel surveys (surveys of

is the most common and widcly applied
sampling icchnique employed by fish and
gune agencies acound the world. Because of
their importance, surveys have reccived
extensiveanalytical :imeation in recent years.
With the intense scrutiny and advaaces in
knowledge it his hecome clear that the way



Creppr 2.The catcky vate
ftoral f1sh cighe/totad
boursof effort) of
cnglers {nterviei ed on
e Yemgearivo, lawranga-
Tetufro and Waitabennd
Rivers for the yrars
1953754 to 2000

(aph 3Avernge cmsuicd
catch e for anglers
waliing on fake Taupre
1958159 1o 15999/2000.
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catch data was colleeted in the past wis not
always without flaws Llowever in the cise of
the: Taupo fishery the very large number of

suneys in the: past necessitated that surve:
wete: spread througho

across ail sorts of conditions Inalvertenly

this overcomes potential biases thiu could
haveoccurred with the simple survey design
usedl prior to 1985, Since 1985 the surveys
hitve been rigorously planned using statis:
tical theory o cnsure the daa collected is
robust and defensible.

From th ¢ dma itis usual o calculate a nasure
of the suceess of the anglers imerviewed. the
mostolten used measure is catch rate or catch
per unit ceffort &Cpue) which is  usually
expressed as the number of tish caught per
hour of angling ctfort. For example a cach
¢s 0 carching

rite 0f 0.25 Hish per hour edus

Q6

-]
&=

Fish caught per hour
=
w

=
x

L B

onc fish cvery four hours.

Cach rate collected for the ‘longariro,

Taurng;
the 1953/54 scason i presented in gezph 2.
Prior to the 1959/60 s
existed oves the winter mombhs. floweyver in
193:0 and 1933 spe
seAsons were permitied. As many angler:

aupo and Wiitahanui Rivers since

m a closed scason

experimemal winter
are

aware this is the period of peak fishing
success on Taupo rivers and including the
data tor the experimental scasons on the
Tongariro with the remaining data for the
1954/55 and 35/56 s
ovenill ‘Tongariro cateh ri

ons increased the
tes by 32.5% on
average. The carch cittes reconded for other

seasons on thelongariro and Thumnga-Taupo
Rivers through the 1950s hivebeen acljusted
using this mean increase in annual cach rae

and the adjusted catchmnesare shownasthe

AT

L)
FPELEF LI LELL PSSP

Year



adile 2. Mean cennial
Calel) redes Oefore and
affter 1980 for tbe
Tenguriro, fwranga-
Tatupo cond Waitahetid

Rirvrs

Tive Croed Otd Days
Murrdy Greig with a
linit afeight rafuibet
trowd fwom 1be Tongarivo
River

Cpuc pre 1980 Cpuc post 1980 | Statistically different
(P <5%)
‘Tongariro | 038 0.24 N |
TaurangaTaupo 0.25 027 | No
Waitahanui 020 0.18 | Ne

open circles and triangle in graph 2.
looking at graph 2 rhe year to vear fluctuations
characteristic of a wild fishery arc cvidem.
However it is also ebvious that the mean cawch
rate on the Tongariro has declined In wable 2
the mean catch rate for each
river over the last twenty
years is compared o the
mean cach qate prior te
1980.

The mean  catch  rate
rcecorded on the Tongariro
since 1980 is significantly
lower than that pre 1980
but there is no measurable
difference on the Tauranga-
Taupo and  Wilitahanui
Rivers

The other long term
records of catch raes are
those from anglers inter
vicwed while trolling on
lakc ‘laupo. These are
presented in graph 3.

The mean catch rae on
L:ake Taupo prior to 1980
was ().38 lish per hour (one
fish c¢very wo and three
hours)
compares 10 4 mean cacch rate of 026 fish

quaiter which
per hour since (one .ish every four hours).
This dilf creace is statistically sigeficam.

So on the lake and on the Fongariro. the
kwrgest river in the fishery shere has been a
sighificam deciiniz in the mean annual catch
rate. However Sateh eates remain unchanged
on theTauranga-faupo and Waitahanui Rivers.
B
abundance and how casy il is te catch them.

sentially calch rate is the product of the fish

‘The case of catching lish is known as ‘catcha-
bility*. A more precise ¢xplanation is provided
by {.Small of the University of Liverpesl, who
found the following relalionship held for a
wide range of migratory salmonid popula-
tions in kngland and Iecland.
Cptte = Ny
where 4 is a consuant expressing catcha-
bility,V is the abundance of lish.and & is
a consrantlying between 2 and 3
The significance of this relationship is that
small changes in angler carch iawes mirror

large changes in fish abundance. Onthe fuce
of it the signilicant decline in angler catch
rares o2 Lake Taupo and the Tongariro River
is indicative of a very large reduction in the
number of adult rout. However a decline in
catch sates could also be caused by a reduc
tion in the catchability of wrout.

The carchabdity of migratory salmonids is
affected by many factors including water
wmperawre, the skill of anglers, method

used. weather conditions and river flow. 1t is

also pessible that on some heavily usced fish-
cries mmglers Cinteifere’ with each other, and

next angler through disturbance of the
water

Could a change it any of these factors have
caused a dedline in the catchability of wout in
lakeTaupo or theTongarito River which might
explain the decline in mean catch sates?

We exunined these and other factors in
considerable deil. The full discussion is 0o
long to present here but can be summaiised
as follows.

Water temperature and weather
conditions

Taupo anglers have long recogaised the influ-
ence of weather on fishing success. For
«xample bad weather and heavy ruin which
causes the barometer 1o fall and the eivers to
fiood in winter is eagerly anticipated. We are
all aware of global warn.ing, which in the long
run will affect the Tsupo lishery. However no
mcasurahle changes in weather paterns have
oceurred over the past 30 years and we can
assume that the effects of weather on catcha
bility have remained constant.

F¥ishing methods

The continual quest to refine lishing cquip-
mentand techniques in the exploiation of new
or impioaed ways of fooling the guarry charic-
terises the history of angling, Improvements in
gear efficiency will incresase the catchabilicy of
the wrout and esuh i higher catch raies for a
similar level of trout abundance.

The'tongariro River has been restricuzd o fly
fishing since 1934 and wmditionally has been
the preseeve of the “downstream angler”



.Change of light

.Rainbows feeding in the
gentle rip
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Graph 4. Mean catch rafe
by fishing netbocicon the
Tongarfro Ritver since
1985
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“»-Wetfly .« Nymph

‘Through the 19505 and GUs angleis fished
almosa exclusively with a wet fly and sinking

linc swung dowastecam. Nyvmph fishing
meing a floating linc:
widespread on the Tongariro in
1978 and now accounts for approximately’
70% of wtal angling effort cach ycacthis

t upstream  fiiest
became

reflects the fact thin this meltod is much
moi¢ successiul ovell than modern waifly
methods (grahih 4).

In turn, modertt wetlly methods are much

more cffective than those whiclt prevailed
prior to TPD. Initially anglers usced flylines
made of silk which. if not dressed with

floatantsank but aot very well. Other angers
used homemade fines involving coating silk or
other lnes with such avucrials s powdered
Jead or aar. In the 1930s the lirst symhctic
flylines made of teevtene appearcd. These
lines which were deaser than wates sink
deeper than silk and were follow ¢d by the
first sinking lines made by Scientific Anglers
under he Gladding name However ahe
st advanee occured with the introduc-
tion of SdceatificAnglers WetCel line in 1962,
which sank am  rwe of approximatcly Sem
per sccoml md the WeeCel Hil) in 1964,
which sank nvice as quickly. Compare these

gre:

o the lines used nowadays such as the

DeepWoater Express or the ‘Teeny TS scries
whichsink at sates 0f20to 25 cm per second?
In addition the use of modern rods of
graphitc and carhon fibee, which have been

widely adopred over the past 20 years. with
shooting heads and the doubfe haul

technigue allow nmany anglen today to ¢

ing
ST

further and with greater ease. On the end of

the line arc flics of nuncrials and designs
unknown 30 ycars ago.

Clearly the cquipment used by today’s wettly
angler is far more ctfective than thin wsed in
carticr years_These major improvements in
the catchubility of trout in the Tonganro
would have been reflected in a significant

intrease in mean catch rates had nothing
clse: changed.

Other advances have affcaied trolling on
lakeTaupo. in particutar the advent of ccho
sounders which allow anglers to run their
lures close to the hottom. the key to
deep
w hich were Rinst permitted in 1994, do not

successtul wolling. Downriggers,

allow anglers to fish any deeper than wis
possihlc with wire lines but do allow angters

accurate control of fis

e depth.

The e¢ffect of flows

From our radio tracking of fish in the
Tongarito it appears thin river flow influ-

ences the behaviour of tiout and hence their

catchability [n the low er dver. higher more
variable flows cause the trout 1o mose closer
o the edge and into shallower water where
they aremore accessible 1o anglers using the
uaditional wetfly technigue, flowever in the
sozller middle rive g uncder low Hows, few it
aury fish arc ont of reach of anglers and in
these conditions they appear o hold for
longer in the pools,

The mdio tncking experiment also high-
lighted that low flows favour increased

spawiting in the miain stem ot he Tengarire
Greater aubers of spawning fish, which arc

under stress and casily upsct or spooked,



in wim disturb migriting fish resting

deeper in the pool. Under low flows anglers
ar

1so able o wade deeper and cross the

riveratthe il of any pools, disturbing any
fish lving in these arcas If fishin the pool acce
disturb.=d angling success wil be limited.

A pusitive effear of having a reduced flow is

that the water clears quicker following

floods. which allows anglers to more fully
cxploit what is wn optimum fishing time,

Angler skill

Obvijously the more skilled anglers are, the
greater their success is likely to 1xe. Success io
the Taupo fishery is linked 1o how familiar an
angler is with the lake or dver. Familianty is
normully measured by asking the angler how
many days they have fished that particular
watter in the current season, but e wwpe of
Licence held can also be used as an index. The

praportion of long term licence holders. who
< be expected 0 be more successful than
short term licence holders. has inceeasad over
the past 50 years.The of kxr of this s to lnorcuse
1he catchability o the trout. which should be

increased mean catch vates.

icfectedi

Angler numbers

It is conccivable that the number of inglees
inthe fishery in recent years is such thatthey
interfere with the success of their fellow
anglers. Let's examine the most obvious situ-
ation where this could occur, thn on the
‘Tongariro

When the river is crowded some anglers are
forced to §ish less productive water or at less
productive times, Furthermore, the distuc-
bance from all the anglers nuay foree the fish
10 scek refuge under the banks or in the
deep holes where they are less available or

preparcd o take a fhe Practical experience
suggests there are times when, if @ run of
fish is in 2 pool and you are the only angler;
your catch rate will be higher than if you
have 10 share the pool with others lowcever
this begs the question - how ofen did one
get 2 popular pool to oneself in the past
when the fishing was good?

Inwiuvely the number of inglers fishing on
cd
ly over recent years, reflecting the

the ‘Tongarico River must have ince
dratnatic:

incre=ase in lishing licence sales. fmplicit in
this assumption is thatthe more :mglers there
arc using the Taupo lishery . the more anglevs
there ase on the Tongariro River at any one
tme. However the river can only carry so
nmany anglers becuse there are only so many
spots suitable for fishing At some point this
capacity will be reached. For example over
the 1995796 scason 24% of :mglers inter
viewedas part of routine satisfaction snrvey's
regarded the nver as being overcrowded
scason 81 aerid counts of the
number of anglers on the river recorded A

Over the

AN

maximum of 90 myler on an¥ one flighe,
Nincty anglers out of peak sales of ncarly
84,000 licencesin 1986787 represent 0.1% of
licence sales and only 0.25% of the low point
in sales (33, cences in 1960/61) Inother
words the number of anglers fishing the

B

Tongiiro on any onc day is a veritable drop
in the bucket in compianson to the toil

numberlishing tiwe wider'lipo arca over the

son. Therejore: it is quite: likely that the
river has been u its capacity forr numy years.
Quantitative dara describing the trends in
angler mmbers is sparsel jowever there arc a
number of anceedotia] comments reaching back
10 the 1930s ‘TTie tenor of these is swnmed up
by the following comment from ‘The NZ
rishing and Shooting Gazelie in 1933:

“There is much grumbiimg by the ererseas anglers who have been nnuccustomed te jishing ina croted ard who. altructed
by the far fTung f ame o fthe Tomgariro River. civive (o find the famous pools occupicd b3 ci clozen rods or more, to their
prafeund astouishmernt and disgust. many of them finding ii bard o ftad a place wheie they cangel fish as mostof them
are uot inciined  take part in the uuseemt s sush lo get there first. which bas, of late years. become the common ordes
of the day, Surely it mustbe evident to the Bepariment’s Officers who visit the river from time to time and who. fike
wiyself; way buve comtted 13 rods tn the Hut Pool 7 i the Suanp, 8in Jidges 1J inJenes and so on, that i is bigh time
more wuter was opened up”. L.Hanlon. President, Upper Waikato and Fongariro Anglers® Club.

and in later years:

“By 1955 we bad onr ow bach inthe Hui camsp, -... ITbe greutest wiunber of fishermen I can remember fisbing the Hut
poot at one time was twenty-five: seveitecn frem onr bank (the corvect side) and seveu on the stones aud in the guips
between the kowbeti trees Everyene af those anglers bad a good chance of cutching a fish Often the prebreakfast
session which started with daylight «nd was usually completed by abont 9.30am. would yield thirty or forty fish Tbe
occasional excoplionnd moruing would see atmost double that taily” John Clemance, long time President of Tengriro and {ake
Taupo Anglers Club wiiting in Tront anc Salmor Spoit tit New Zealand: An Awgling Anthology compiled byTony Orman.



Dcrisleyr Hobbs. a scientist with the Marine
Department respoasible for investigating the
high proportion of ill-conditioned trott in
the carly 1950s. wrote in a report to the
Coaference of Angling Clubs and  the
Department of lntemal AfFairs in July 1953:

Perhaps the mea valuable are comments by

The 1990/91 aad 1995/96 harvest sarvey
data coatradicts a common pereeption
¢ aumber's on the To

about angli
River When we drive over the highway
bridge and sc¢ 8 or 10 or cven 15 anglers
tishing the Bridge Pool it is natural 1@ assume
this reflects the aumbers of anglers along

“ ... addttional anglimg cffor tended to be thetitive b glers with tse result that cropping of the stock did rot
increase proportionutel) to the enormously increased sales of ficences....... fa clesed winter season muyf cuvise an inconrez.
ulently beavy' concenrarion o f angling ¢ffort on the rivers in May wizen fish ave less abundant....... and when compevition
beureen anglers shavply reduces the individnal bag. ... the aprproach of the Easter bollclmy's causes an undue covcerta-
tion of anglers retatite o avaitable jish — « position which persisis in May wien, in effect, viver jisng becomes more
Dot than the bers of fresh fish entering from the lake really warramts it seems necessmy. fenther, 10 consider the
meve disturbance effiect on e fish of beary angling coucentration, especiulty when rivers remah: low and clear,”

Pat Burstalf, the then Deputy Conserviuor of
Wildlifie.Ln a leeter 10 the Controller of Wildlife
in 1964 he wrote

S0 how does this compare with recent years?

As part of two vear long harvest surveys in
1990/91 and 1995/96 instamaacous acrial
counts were nude of the aumber of anglers on
the Tongariro Rivee During the two hancst
surveys 144 counts were made on $53 days
between April and Seprenmber The nuximum
insamancous count wis 121 anglers spread
from the Delta 1o the Whitikau Pool. ‘The
average count though over edie 1990791
scason was 44 angters and 42 anglers in the
1995796 season If we assume all the anglers
were abeve the Downs Pool a comnt of 121
anglers corresponds to a deasity of 8.6 anglers

nd the m
glers per kilometre. Anothes:
atitis to work out the aumber

per kilomare counts 1@ u
densityofth
way ol leckin

of anglers per posl At the time we caleulate

there wen: 34 widely recognised pools. This
estimate does not include a aumbeer of produc-
tive spots known 10 a minority of anglers.
Convernting cach comttoan average per pool
and king the mean of all these results in a
men.of 1.3 anglers per pool over 1990/91 inxd
1.2 anglers per posl over 1995/96

From this dawa it is dezar thar whele thezre are
days when the river is crowded, days which
stick in angler memorices. for the great
majority of the winter the density of anglers
is much Jess than rwo.anglers per pooi. There
arcvery few pools oa the river which canaot
comfortably hold rwo anglers both fishing
the besr lies (spots).

the whole rver. ln all likelihood had we
driven over the bridge prior 1o the 1958
flood we would have counted similar

aumbers inthe-then Elut Pool.

“I shoul'd be appreciated that today especiaily on the Tougarive Riner, angling presswre icts virtualy reached satura-
tion point, especially iuthe peviod from April lo the end of fune”

‘Ihis conceatration of anglers in a few pools
is no ditferem Jrom what happened in the

past.The reality is that cach scason there are

a few pools which coasisaently produce venyr
sood tishing. These pools ateract a large
number of anglers because of this. If there
were fewer anglers in these pools those
remaining might well catch more fish.
However it is clear tha sharing these
hotspots with a number of fellow mglers
was as much a feature of the ttishery S0 years
ago as it is now These pools were: popular
because thiu is where anglers consistently
caught fish. As Vice Admiral Hickling so
appropriatcly put it in 1960;

On:rdaily basis it is apparemt thateven back
then, anglers faced the choice of competing
to be first through the pool for- the best
fishing or of lishinrg in 4. more relaxed if less

successful way laterin the day For example

George Ferris wrote in his book 7ive frount
are Rismg in 1964;

‘There are many strelches of waler fin
the Tongarirof wheve You wortd 't caetch
n fish in a bundrved yecos, for the simpie
reason thal thiere aren'’t any, weter bape
beery and nerer wilt be”

‘he discussion over angler numbers relates
to the facr thatt it is possible that a greater
aumbers of anglers will reduce the catcha
bility of trout in the rivee\We have examined



Shewring ¢ froPuler podf
with other anglers Was
alieays been « fectarc of
fishing the tongeuiro
Riter:

this assumption wsing dit:i collected over the
two harvest surveys
Firstly we can compare the aciial counts of
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angiers jst after dawa with the cateh rates
recorded for this period on the same day.
Usin® the dawn count wmoves any influ-
cnce of preceding anglers on fishing
"To be successfulinthe main tributaries
af Lake Taupo il seems necessar) (o be
on the pool not Luter than € mnm. I havea
JSeeling that it ts not a matter o f1be early
bird getling the fish but the early angler
getling the pool, or at teast the best
rantage point.”

success. If there is a direct cffect trom
increasing numbers of anglers on the dver,
perhaps because some anglers are forced to
fish less optimum 2reas or 10 share hotspots
with other anglers, we expect to see a
general trend of decline in mean catch rate
withinc

ing nunmbers of anglers The data
for 41 surveys spread between April ancl
September collected over the 1990/91 and
1995796 scasons is presented in graph 5.
From graph 5 it is appareat that there is no
relationship between the number of anglers
on the river aadtheir ovetall catch rate

We can also compare whether the suceess of
anglers is affected by the wal fishing pres-
sure overthe whote day (graph 6).

Once agein it is clear that there is no relir



Graph 5. Ntumber of
anglers on the river
sersus telr meun culch
rete for thre period dawn
{0 1mid memfng.
1990//°91 crred 1995 796

seasons.

Graph 6. Mean deily
cateh rale ecrsus lotat
dail y.fisting dforf
1990%91 anet 1995/%

Sea’nns.
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tionship bewtween the ol number of
anglers using the ziver and the mean daily
@ assess the

in angler

catch mie. Perhaps the best w

cffeces of a possible inere:
numbers is 10 give an example, In Lte July
2000 the first unseuled weather for ncacly a

month occurred. Anglers anticipated that

this would bring a run of fish into the river
Anacrial survey just after dawn on Saturday
23 July 2080 gave a record count of 167
anglets. Neaely every angler our stalf cncoun
tereed commented on the number of people
on the river and the dilficulty of finding
somewhere to lish. Yat our inerviewers
recorded an exceptional catch rate of 0.55
fish perhour It is clear tha if sufficient fish
are present the river can sustain very high
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®
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catch mtes despite extreme angling pres-

sure.

Catch and release

Catch rate data is calculaied by using the
number of lepal sized fish caught. whether
they have been killed or releascedalive again.
The prictice of catch and release became
much more common in the carly 1980s as
highlightcd by table 3.

Some sutndies have shown thal fish cacght
and released learn from the experience and
become more diflicult to catch a second
time. lloweverat least there is some opportu
nity to catch themagain, In earlier years there
s no chance of catching lish a seccond time

Wi
he

is¢ almost invariably they were killed
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Tuble 3.The perceniaige of
legal stzed fish released
by Tongarire angless.

Angters are now sub jed
1o setere Lariest resiric
tions ncluding a threc

Jish dewly bag tunit and
d>cm minimn fength

Period | Pereentage of fish returned
1953101979 408
1985 10 1999 341
the first time. Therefore the cawchahilivy of
these fish has increased Why are therc fewcr treut?
In summary carchability should have In 1990 the tishery went theough a well
increasedin recent yearsas a consequence publiciscd low point which is reflccied in
of; the acoustic estiniues and  escapement
cimproved angling cguipment and new (spawning) counts at that timc. An intensive
angling wechniques. vear long survey over the 1990/91 scason
*a greater proportion of long term cstimated a toal harvest from Lake’lupo of
iicence holders who are more experi- 69,250 trowt and a ol harvest firom the
enced, Taupo fishery of 113.000 wrouw or 173
* the abiliry to fish the Tongariro River tonnes.
sooner after floods. In 1991 Dr Martin Cryer completed « four
* lower flows favouring angiing in the vear study into trout production in lake
middle Tongarito River, ‘Timpo. He estimated a total trow production
ethe developmem of the practice of of 540 1onnes in 1988 and 340 tenncs in
catch and release 1989 An estimated harvest of 173 wnnes
and should have decreased as a conse represents 30% and S50% of these fiigures
quence of, sespectively. This is a considerable propor-
«lower flows in the Tongarico River tion of the troul prochuction and is signifii-
causing the trout 10 be less accessible to cantly higher than the best estimates of the
walitional wetfly angling techaiques. theorctical ‘maximum constant catch’: that is

* increased disturbance of tish res
the rivers. future levels of preduction.
As a conscquence we seught to reduce the

ng in the catch estimated w0 be susrainable a all

Any negative dfifecs appear to be more than : g .
g PP { angling harvest by reducing the daily bag
balanced by the corresponding improve ey 5 - y
limit from cight tish to threc in December

‘This is borne out by the
satiedy Y & 1990. Monitoring of aagler catches from

Lake Ftupo indicated this would save 10% of
the previous harvest. This move coincided

maintenance of catch rtes on the Tauranga
Taupo and Waitahanui Rivers.
If changes in catchability do not explain the E 3 .
= % ) i with an observed improvement in nawral
reduction in mean catch eates in Lake Taupo = ) X -
productivity and river rearing conditions
In 1996, following the 1993 and 1996 cruby

tions of Mount Ruapchu, nwonitoring indi-

or the Tongariro River then the change must
reflect a change in trout abundance:

cated that the comtinual inputs

of ash inte the Tongariro River
had likely resulied in almost no
recruitmenmt of juwvenile rrou
from the nuin stem of the
Tongariro,

in 1997
sed the minimum

As a o ISCUenee

e limit from 35cm to 45
cm: This was designed 1o
protect a greater propor-
tion of the immawre tish in
the lake so that more of
s what had been produced

iro would

from the Tongs

urvive to Spawin.

ta collected from :
b :

cover the previous two
]

ons indicated  this
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would save 25% of the hanest.

Harvest 1aie isi the number of fish killed per
hour, as opposcd 1o catch rate which is the
number of fish caught per hour, whether
they arc killed or released alive, Harvest is a
product of harvest rate multiplied by the
amount of angling ¢ffort. For ¢xample if
anglers spend 500 hours fishing and the
harvest rate is 0.2 fish per hour thea the
harvestis S00 x 0.2 = 160 fish.

We have harvest rates for Lake ‘Taupo but no
data fer the imaual angling ¢ ffort prior to
1990/91. However we can obtain an indic-
tion of th:: trend in the harvest over the years
by using 10tal licence siles as an index of the
angling «ffiort.

Any estimate of harvest aceds 1o take into
accoum the reduction in harvest brought
abow by decreasing the bag limit in 1990
(saving 10%) and increasing the size limit in
1997 (saving 24%). ) he index of harvest calcu
ated by muhiplying total licence sales by the
harvest rate imd adjusied 10 ke imo account
these: dhanges is presented in giaph 7,

work

- THE FLY & GUN SHOP
PROFESSIONAL OWTFITTERS OF QUALITY TACKLE .
34 Heu Heu StTaupo (open 7 days) » Ph 07 378 4449, Fax 07 378 4479

It is clear that the harvest i the 1960s and
70s was much larger than that in reeent
years. This is largely a consequence of the
significantly lower harvest rare dusing the
1990s which in turn is due 10 the signili-
cantly lower angling success in recent years
compounded by an increase in the praatise
of catch and relcase. The index of harvest
suggests that harvest has probably been a
significant influence on the trout population
for the past 4@ years,

In the past the harvest was large because
citch rates were high, which in tum reffiecs
the fact that the wrout population in the fake
was also very large. 1n the 1990s the lake
catch eues were significantly lower, For the
same period  catchability is likely to have
increased, reflecting advances in angling
equipment and eechnigues. ‘Therefore the
lower catch tates in the 90s were the result
of a smaller trout abundance. The harvest
was alse smaller than in the 1970s, which
implies that the smalier trout population is a
consecluence of reduced recruitment, not

Tawpo. ..




Caapl T Index of bartest
Jrom Leike Taupo
1958759 to 1999700
(missing date points
refled yvens in which no
or iucomplete-angling
daat s colleeted?

The Lake Taupo catch:
ment Contret Schene
refired strean rungins
from grazing
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increased harnvest Howeveras occurred in
1990. produiztion c:m now tall to such a low
Icved thata high harvest has a damiatic effea
on the quality of he fishing.

What has cansed a reduction in
trout production?

The dvers and streams of Lake Taupo lor the
mosi part Jow through uamodificd cach-
neais or are proteceed by the Lake ‘Tmpo
Catchment Control Scheme initiatecd in
1976. or hy Lake Taupo Forest which was
plaated  prinarily for “precenting sofl
erosion, recucing Loftution of the waleis of

Season

Lake Tanpo aud of the sticcons unel rivers
Sfloutng inle cnci out of said take, anat
mbsimbzing adverse cbhanges in river aad
leike water”. The impetus for these schemes
arosc out ol coacems in the 1940s and 50s
regarding the state of the surrounding catch-
mcm. [0 pacticular extensive lind clearance
and associated roading and stocking had
exposed the vulnenble Faupo punice soils
and widespréad crosion was occurring.
Sediment clogged the siccams, stock broke
down the hinks and poorly installed culverts
s. [he
siuccess ol ther Taupo catchmem indiiatives is

blocked fish passage 10 spawning art




fake Taafx continees to
provide ideat comlitions
S the sarvivl urid
growth of trout

such thit the catchmem is now in better
condition than it wis 30 years ago

Lake aupo isoligouophic (poor in autricms)
and continues o have very high water quality.
Growth of phytoplankton in Lake Taupe is
considered to he aitrogen limited (see 7erget
Yewmpo issuc 35) Recealy a tread of
increa

ng aitrogen inbuts into lake Taupo
has been identified and lake clarty has
reduced by approximately one metre sinee
the 1970s. Increased nitrogen inputs will

INCTCNS

the lake productivity and in the short
term favour jncreased trout  production,
However it lake productivity continues to
increase there will be a point where the
reduced clarity severely oits trow feeding
andso lish condition :md cventually aumibers.
Breowa bullhead (catiish) were ficst discoy-
cred in Lake “Taupo in 1985 and have since
spread ail round the lake. v shallow: weedy
arcas they now occur in very high densities.
llovwvever exteasive research has found no
evidence of any direet impact on the trout
population. Large bullhead do take some

vd kourit but noe an levels which we

believe would alfecttrout growth or survival
in the Lke Mhis is supposnted hy the fact that
the highest deasities of bullhead coinclde
with the highest trout aumbers and fish
condition over the past 20 years,

The effects of hydro electricity gencration

appcar to be the only reason left Lo explain
the decline in troul production in lakce
Taupo. ‘The ‘longariro, Hincmaiaia and
Ku 1 Rivers and LakeTupo have all been
dammed and their flows regulated for clec-

tricity gencration purposcs.

The Tongadro is the kwgest tribtirary of Lake
Vaupo and the najor spawning and reanng il
utuy. fn 1995 we esinated the ol spawaing
run in the Tonganiro was 60,000 fish. This cst-
nuate is 30% of the precceding November (1994)
acoustic count of 205.000 troue in Lakelzupe
over 35cm in length.The acoustic count is a
ssnapshot’: there e fish eatering the anchiable
popu:ation and others dying throughout the
sumnier but i gives a measure of the signibi
cancee of the production from the ‘Toagari o IF
there have been changes in trout production
from the Tongariro
Tongirire Power Development Scheme  (see
Target Tawepo 34 for a history of the scheme)
this is likefy to have significanly impacted on
the lake tishery: It has been suggested that a
dechne in the Litke faupo Gshery could be

1 conscquence of the

responsible fer the decline in the ‘longarie
lisheey: Instead it is clear that the reverse
applics: a decline in the Tongaeeo lishery has
had & major dfect on the LakeTaupo fishery.

last year (2000) a nujor peak in production
occurred in the Taupo fishery as evidenced
by counts of spawniag tcout in“jaupo teibu-



Tuble -« Mean cafch rales
measured o Ledee Tonef o
el tributaries 2000,

Tubdle 5. Cated rates
recerded un the
Weditaharud, Tearange

Rivers since 1971,

River No.of years | alinimum | Maximum Mean | Goeflicient

| yvears | Cpui Cpuc Cpue of variation
‘ ' Waitahamii | 9 [ o009 | 028 | oas | 37.5%
U Y ibis i TaurtngeEiipo | 15 | oz 043 | 025 |  37.6%
Tongarico 9 un 0.31 024 | 216%

20

Fax 07-386 7408

Witter | Mean Cpuc (total fish/wal hours)

laké Taupo o032 n
Waitahanui 0.28 [

Jinemaiai 5 0.44

Taurunga-:7upo 043

'Iixlgnrir-o__ 0.30

tarjes und the success of anglers (table 4),
Mike Stent. faupo tackle shop owner, profis-

sional fishing guide and member o 1the New

Zcalnd  Flvtishing Team  wrote in the
November 2000 issuce of New Zealand
Fishing News”...# bus (0 be said thal Yanpo
bes bead one of its best flshing seasons
eser....... The Wainiarino in my opinion
hus been the best of our rivers througbout
thfs pust scason”

The exception is the Tongariro where the
catch raw isonly 20% grearer than the mtean
catch iate 0f0.25 fish per hour past 12D andl
significantly less than the pre TPD mcan
catch ratc of 0.42. Our cscapemiem
(spawning) counts in the Whil

the major tributary ofthe Toagarico, indicate
the highest spawning density since moni-

toring began in 1990, consistent with the
pacte ¢ran the other rivers In 1995 the
Whitikau atvacred one quarier of the
spawning [ish ruaning the Tonganro and we
believe the slightly higher catch rate in the
Tongariro last yciur simply reflects the
strength of the Whitikau spuwning rurc.

Hud the'Tonganro peaked like she rest of the
tishery it is likely that the mean catch eate for
Lake Taupo would also have Deen consistent
with thosc of the 196ts und 1970s These
results highlight that for some reason the
Tongariro nulonger performs lik ¢ the resit of
the fishery. Clearly the production from the
muin stem is much lower than, and out of
character with the restofthe shery.

This is not rhe only indiciation that the

Tonganro now functions diff cready from the
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1est of the fishery Our spawning counts indi-
cate that 1lx: numbers of tish catendng the
rvers  cach winter can typically  vary
% to 400% or ¢ven more over a 10 wur
perod. Such years of peak numhers arce
reflecled in the suceess of anglers. For
example since 1974 we have recorded the
on in catch nttes shown in table 3,

Vi
On the Tongariro cateh mittes have varicd
between 0.1) and0.3) fish perhouroverrhe
19 years of records since 1974, Despite a
mcan catch rae similar o that of the
Wiitahanui and Tauranga Taubo Rivers the
cocfticient of vanation is substantially: lower.
The cocfficient of vadution is a uscful
statistic  tool for comparing varability
between several samples and indicates there
is. much less variahility amongst the
Tongariro duta

I we remove the ewo Yeurs affected by over-
harvest in the kake (0,19 in 1990.0.15 in
19912 whichare not includedin the dara for
the other rivers. and the onc-off catastrophic
impact of the 1995 and 1996 cruptions
which was confined to rhe main stem of the
foagairo (0.11), then the range is onlv 0.2



nte Intakee re'gulates
the flow of the leuvs
Tongariro River.
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to 0.31 fish per hour adl the cocefticicnt of
on just 13.2%.

‘This compares to a pre’l’ variation of 0.27
to 062 fish perhour between 1960761 and
1972/73. e minimum catch 1ace duringthis

vari

period is higher thaa the mean cawch rate
since 1985,

Clearly the aumber of mature lish run

e
the Tongariro is less, as is the yem o year
vanation since TPD. We conclude  that
recruitment from the main stem ol the
‘Tongariro is less than that pre’ D and deter
mincd by different constriints from the rest
of theTaupo fisheex I tis now far less variable
largeily because the peaks evident elsew here
in the fishery, and in the bast on the
Toagaciro, arc missing.

We can idemif Y no reason other than T'PD
why che Tongariro should function differ.
ently from other rvers and steeiams in the
Taupo fishen s ‘lhis is supporned by the
evideace that the unatfected tributaries of
the Toagairo vacy in i maaner consistem
with the other rivers‘the decline in produc:
tivity has occurred in the main steo, the aiea
affected by the regulated flows of 1P 1) ' The
reduction in flow ia the river means that the
Tongariro is now a smaller, shallower and
narrower cverWe have discussed that juve
aile trout need te have a territory which
provides them with food and shelter and so
allows them ro grow to a sufficient siz¢ that

they can survive in lakeTiupo.As a conse
quence of the reduction in the size of the

river owing to TPD only a fraction of the

territone:s are ble for juenile trout that

existed previously The regulated Tongariro

does not produce as many “viable” juveniles
as it used 1o when it was 22 bigger river and
this is reflected in the overall reduction in
production of the”
Ihe cffects of the Hinen

stupo fishery
aia and Kuratau

hydro power schemes an: slightly

differeat from those of PO, In

Falls. ‘Ihe water in this sticech of river is
inscets. Research

wanncer and cich in aqua
inNew Zealind and overseas has shown that
lake outlets such as this are heavily ised for
spawning and juvenile ceacing. The loss of
access to this stretch of water may luwve also
affecred che overall tront praduction of Lake
Taipo

So is the fishing as good as ever?

Perhaps on the smaller rivers unatfected by
hxdro power generation, all things consicl

cred it b
achieved its [ame  because it produced
exceptional fishing year in, year out. Rivers

Flowever the Tongariro River

like the Tuwanga=twpo and Waitahanu had
their devotees but the borom line was none
of these rivers could consistently mateh the
quality of fishing on thc Toagaciro, Thae is net
HE
wats probiibly only 4 handfal of rivets . if that

ighton these other streams be.cause there

nany, in the workl that could match it.As a
consequence it was the Tongadro which
anracted the anglees and the plaudits,

Our satisfuction surveys and catch iate kua
clearly inchcate that this is no longer the
case TheTongarira isnow just:mother
rives. i1 fact it lacks the highs of the
rivers Fhe Toagariro is still a good river hut

as o number of older anglers hive told us “it
issimply not wila it used 1o he”.

Aanglers across the wholc fishery are now
subject to catch and size restrictions not
necessacy prior toIP1) and the smaller hydro

schemes in order to ensure the sustainabitity
of the fishery For sure che fishing ar times
can still be outstanding, but only as a-conse-
quence ofhcse scxere hacvest restrictions.,

Anglers who have aever knownaay dif ferent
mayt well be satishicd with their curcent
success on the Toagarico or lake. However
saying that the river or lake is still

“”Jeﬂsb.‘"r cal good is nOt an argumem te rein

lUmes can stifl the status quo. Jastead it is a

these rivers the base flow in the
river hasa't changed but the flow

can fluctuate widely on a daily
basis, mimicking the demand for
ty- As a result the fish no

clect
longer have a $table™ habitae and

have to continually readjust to the flow flue

wations. This is not without casualtics and

ddecton the overall adult proctuciion.
The construction of the take Taupo comro|
gates in the 1940s isolated that area of the

Wiikato River herween the gates and Eluka

be outstandding, meastire of just what a wonderful
but ouly us o fishery i was that it can undergo a
co:l_\‘eqv;etlce [T sicailicant decline und sl be
PRl LAl rated good. We are noe taiking
restrictions” about just another river the

‘Tengavire \was “« very. very exced
tiemal river'.

[v is with this in mind that John Gibbs:
commented that the loagariro River is no
longer world class,



KURATAU

RIVERPARK

A unique
Riverpark

velopment of
16 x 2 acre blocks

+from $69,000

For further information and section details visit

Rod Dawson 025 720 216 www.kurai‘uu.co. nz

Peter Dawson 09 415 5625

or our preferred real estate agent
Peter Battell

First National Tongarire

0800 482 870




Now Good Was The Tongariro:

The following is an examnple of tbe fisting that nade the réputation of the tomgarire Riter:
This'{s a record by Nect Wright of rainbow trout caught on the Xmgarivo River between April
19 and May 2 1924 by C.H. Bvaiford of Matangi, R.L Berrrnt. , Wrirdle, LI Steckuell and
NO.Wrtght of Fielding, The figuwes listed are the weight of ¢ach fish canght in pound.s.
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Mounting Your Trophy Fish

laxi = to arrange derma = skin
The concept of taxideriny is not new, having
been practised most spectacularly by the
ancient Egyptians, but alse by mesl ether
ancientl beoples in some form oranother The
technigne ef iaxidermy involves skinning the
specimen, trearag the skin so it will dry
without rotting, pre:paring an actificial hody
and other parts if nccessary and finally.
putting the mount together in a lifelike and
natur) arcingenent. Trout in par.icular have
always been a chalicngc, the level of difficulty
being accentuated by the delicate structure:
of their skin, the superd streamlining and
subtlc beauty of celour,
Al last you have caught that trophy trout
of a lifcrime, the one you have
spem years fishiag for. \What do

treat that treutfrom the time it islanded until
the time it is handed over ro the taxidermist.

* Pick the best side “for shew” i.e. no
scale damage er scarcing

« Keep the “show side” uppermest -
don’t cover with other tish or wrap in
a wet tewel

+ Keep the tish cool imd motst - don't
leave itin the sun to "ceok™ Pour
waier en it if necessacy.

« If unablc 1o deliver the fish immedi-
awcly, piacc it flaven a beard and
freeze uncovered

« After freezing for 24 heurs s itin a
plastic bag.

+ Take close up photos for colour
matching before freezing,

A skilled taxidermist <an de

you de new e cnsurc the For Y b " .
a 2 1 rove e ar-
final mount capures the further information B y 'ppc
ance of a fish bul ulinratcdy
momcnt? contact e it .
. hC sticr Ihe con o]
We have heen advised hy Richard Abraham at 5 f_(, < q :: X ; ‘Ln?.l .d
NC s when it s hal C
worldacclimed wout and Taupo (87) 378 0935 e e S
e AN ag y 119
fish taxidermist. Richard Or Bruce Abraham i
% heuer the final result.
Abrtham of Taupo. en the atTurangi
do's and den’ts of how te (07) 386 6423



Taupo Trout Numbers Down

‘The eftects ol the fuly 1998 floods ace now being seen inthe
Taupo lisheryThe annual acoustic sui vey of trom numbers in
Lake "Faupo indicates fewer trout than the exceptional
numbers of last year.

Lach November we undenake a count of wout larger than
35cm across the lake using a sophisticarcd cchosounder
which is able to estimate the size of cach fish dctecied. The
count is a snapshot of the population rather than the total
number of fish availablc to angiers over the year. as therce are
always lish entering the adult population :md others dying or
being caught. A good anaiogy is that of a sink with the plug
out and the 1ap on full, which remains half full of water
Last year’s count of 80000 (ish was the second lowest
recorded since survey sbegan in 1988 The lowest was 67,000
lish in 1989 and the largest 205.000 in 1994 (counts could
not be complctied becimse of gear problems in 1990 and
1999). Such variation is rypical of a wild fishery at the mercy
of the ¢lements. In most years the fishery fluctuaes in
response 10 variatio ns M scasonal weather patterns but very
occasionally a year class develops without wy sewbacks and
the trout population rcaches a2 memorable peak like last year.
Similarly just ¢very now and again something occurs which
is very tough on the trout such as the extreme £.oods in fuly
1998 which wiped out all of the year's spawning up to that
point.

While last November's count was low, the currem fishery is
stronger than the count tndicates. Monitoring of the rivers
during 1998 and 1999 showed that a lot of spawning
occurred after the f.oods, the effect of which was to cause
the peak in juvenile trour numbers to be three months later
than normal. Whereas most young fish in the lake arc
normally 35cm in kngth by November and included in the
couny, this time many of rhe fish were still 100 young and
therefore toe small to be coumed. Anglers are still
commenting on the number of young fish in the lake which
arc growing at on¢ millimetre a day and so will rapidly
become the large fish we all like to catch.

Whilc the number of trout is low; the reduction in the daily
bag limit from cight fish 1o three fish ia 1990 and the
increase in the minimum legal siz¢ 1o €5cm in 1998 will
protect a thirdofthe fish which would have previously been
harvested and ensure many more fish survive 10 run the
rivers o spawn this winter. Overall we predict a reasonable
season onlanpo rivers this winter, not at the level of last year,
which was the best scason for 20 years but considerably
beuer than the low point in 1990.
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manerials:

¢ Neoprene

fiarexd,

WADERS
QUALITY MADE

o All sizes ® Made to measure service
¢ For adults & children ® Mail order

Products available include waist or chest length waders in two

a dense closed cell waterproof neoprene rubber mur-
erial with a jeesey knitouter tayer banded to both sides
wo provide excellent thermal qualities. Scams are sealed
and rapedforcxtra strength. Desizn improvement to
crutcharca and strengthened .

® Waders bonded on to yuality NZ made gumboets:
®ptions include: gumhoots with st re-inforced sole
and toc cap for reck work and ovster farming. Knee pads

Repair service to waders.

¢ Damagec gumhoots reblaced.

® Enquiries welcome for custom-made jackers., caerybags,
PVC processing aprons, and other items.

Call 0800 WADERS (ese0 92 33 77)

Made (n New 2eatand by
PROGUARD INDUSTRIES (o 1ty Toagaio RlvesSysiens)
P@® Bex 48 Maungaturato

Built-in
cellphone
pouch

&
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Five destroyed 25bectures
of kit babitat within
the Tengarire furest Knei
Sanctiary iz earty
Februarn

FIRE Threatens Kiwi Sanctuary

A fire in early February, in the lower Waionc
Valley threatened to deswroy the Tongariro
Forest Kiwi Sanctuary, only recently estab
itshed under the gowernment’s Biodiversity
Suategy:

The habitat that occurs in the Waione Valley
is the result of a very large fire that burm for
many weeks in the carly 1970s. The toi toi
and second growth vegetation are extremely
flammable and had kiwi staff not been in rhe
forest te report the fire soon after it took
hold. it could easily havespread to burn vast
arcas of kiwi habitat. Up to feur helicopters
at one time and 35 iire fighters took three
days to control the fire which became deep

scared in the heavy tuelsassociated with the
many old podocarp spas. tree stumps and
fallen logs. Approximately 25 acres of habitat
were destroyed in the blaze which cost the
Departmem of Conservation over $180.000
to extinguish.

The source of the fire is not known but DOC
staff suspect a carelessly discarded cigarete
butt or even arson may have been the cause
as the fre was well away trom tiaditional
access tracks or camp sites. Forrunately, 3
very wel February has significmtly reduced
the fire risk this season, but alt forest users
are reminded.of the dangers fire poses to our
protected areas and wildlife.

Information about illegal activities is only
of use when it is passed on immediately

If you seesuch an activity. whatever the time, please contact
cempliance staff

Telephone: (07) 386 8607

After hours, an answerphone message will provide you with the
number of the Conservancy Buty ®fficer. He/she will take your call
and pass on your information to the appropriate person

Nete this centact number is alse piinted on your Taupo Bistrict fishing licence



Since 1986 our (now 17) stores have provided
the best equipment and the best local knowl-

ge to hunting and fishing enthusiasts
throughout New Zealand.

FREEPHONE 0800 HUNTFISH
0800 486 834  \\r\y g SITE:

www.huntingandfishingnz.co.nz

LET US HELP YOU GEAR UP FOR SUPERB WINTER ACTION

3 QI;L&IEELBE%TDFCF:{%IYJT Prcsentalion & PROGRESSION ‘L’

M‘i‘#ﬁ'ﬁ‘ - i, | T

Innovation: Z Presentation: i g =(
CX carleon scim blank — mese responsive, improved

-
.

Hi Madulus fibre blend plus Fibre Alignment Control Systent

dampening and reduced weight - tess angler fatigue over achieves powerful ackens with deadly accuracy %ﬁ;‘!—'

profonged peviods of casting » Low glare matt finish and quality cernponentiy « ompllmem GEWZEALAND
» senitive tips for contral on shoit ¢asss, with resenze bult the Presentation range which comprises of 9 models

power ferdriving long casts from8 10 9'6". 45to 9%, and 2 to S piece options

.
.

State of the art.cornponentry for slick shootabllity and non- Special rodfree] case offer
glare characteristics

E/ght models from #5 to#9, 8'6" to 9'6°, and 2 to 4 piece Presentation priced from $399.95
Speoal rodfreel case offer Innovation priced from $499,95

Extra value this Season
In additjon to our low retail prices, our
Kilwell Innevations and Presentations
eome supplied in an excellent Kilwell
rod/reel case which s separately
valued at areund 550.00.

Special Close-Out Offer!

. o
Some stores still have smal| numbers of tae fly rod models we ran as specials over the $#ring. Bullt on Otago’s Rokbie McPhee with
Kikwvells Legend I blanks. these rods are called “Progression L and are 9' 6/7# and 9 &/9% models. doulife figure'Conterhdry trout

Special price is $299.95! (Compare this wath the reguiarLegend I pricel) :::iz:ﬁ:,’:gz;zm"wam" L

I‘wo Piece Options

9" 67 weight Combo 589 5

ROD-+ 100% Graphite - 2 arj, * Siece REEL »Matching Companion Reel Tapeted teater. Hunting & Fishing 9' &9 weight Combo 589”
Opyois, deep broan cclour ¢ @ualny o Lightweaght Graphite Compesite NEW ZEAIAND™ Sorws Each " -
Compenents - ®, AGrace Cork. stylich, Coswucton o fully Adjusitable Beag Centrol  Covspenien Fly Package will how be Four Piece Option 5”9”
res0 Impregnated wooden reel seaf hard  LINES AND EXTRAS o Sdentific Anglers  supplied With'A free Companion Ely 8ex 9" 677 weight Combao

stripper guide and quality sake quides - Weght Forward, Fleating or Siaking
Exce«emg Castiig Actrons ’ Fiyling, Screntfic Anglers Badking and Note: Al 5615 v

oo fishl

Exdusive Mati NoyGlare Finish
Exchasve, More Accurate Sindle
Une Ragngt

100% Graphite Blanks

2 or 4 fiece Models

410 @ Weight Optiens

Impreved Casting Actons for 2000
Re-#esigned Ferrule

far Lighter Weight

2 Piece Options o
Hard Ctiome Siigke ;
Guides s -95 ’-
Quatity Reel Seat 299 \;}-'

Ar Cork Gilp With Free Advantage
UNCONDINIONAL LFETIME Fiy Line {worth $5995)
GUIARANIEE - Agains: Aecidental With Cordura Qualty
Break.X0e

CRC RS

5 —
With Free Advantage
Note: Afy ace s4g et 4i Custom Down Unerswis  F1Y, Line (worth $39.95)
substtute the fequiar Down Under st the same somesonsl  With Cardura Rod
Rod Tube pce wiih free Fly Live, bt unfonunately 510 rod tube. Tube
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Deer Policy

In tate Februaryy 1he Minster of Cowservation relecsed the Deparimen: of Consersalion's
Deer Peiicy Tme Miulster's press release andd a sununary of 1he policy are reprediiced Delos
White some bunters imay feel the policy offers tittle in terms of the banicr aspirations
exyressed during the bubltic discession pbase of preparing the policy, the chatfenge for
bBuaning giou s now is 10 worktcithin the franeurork provided By the new poficy 10 acbiere
Yoth conservation and brnting outcomes

HOII Sandl‘ d Lee Minister of Conservation
MINISTER’S DEER POLICY PRESS RELEASE

The Minister ot Conseryvirtion, fon Sandra Lee, has announced the permit system to hunt
deer on piblic consersation land will be streamlined and mwecessaty restrictionr on
reercational hunting cemoved, 3s one of the key ¢lemients ina poliey statemem on deer
M5 Lee odday redesed the Department of Conservinion Policy Statement on Decr Conrol. it
focuses on deer pidmarily asa scrious conservation pest but also takes stecoum of the necvds
o trecreational and commiercial htinters and ot the deer farming and gamie estate industrics.
“1he Lahour-Alliance coalition's approach to the managanent of deeron public conservi
tion land has been guided by the New Zealmd Biodiversity Strategy which secks te hatt
the lossof our indigenous plants and animals and promote thelr restoration,” Ms Lee'said
She says the policy's over 15ding goal tor deer control is "to reduce the impaces ot deer.
ajong with other threats.on public conservation ands so as to mainlain and enhance torest
regenciation and indigenous ceesistem proteetion.

“Fite Governmient wanits 1o miake it casier in fuwre for both recreational and commercial

clear sciemific evidence

d beeavse therd

hunters ro hum deer on public conservation
the animals: pose an ongoing threat te our artve forests and gatssland ecosystems; she swid.
“Deer huating is a popular recreational activiry that introduces mmy people 0 the

outdoors Reercational hnnting will be encouritged. but deer numbers will not he main-

wined au levels than cause severe and long fasting terest damage just lo provide casy
hunting. Opportunitics to huat will nevertheless remain plentiful on public conservation
land.”

\is Eec said the Deer Control policy signalled a move away from single species plans

towards a more integraed spproa:ch to pest control. with decisions on deer evemually
being made alongside initiatives o control possums, goats and other Lheesws.

“The Deparuncenr o tConservation's priorities tor drer control will he to eradicate awsaand
isolated popuilations.such as lhosce in Northtand andTacanaki. which have historically been
decer-tree. and to.contrel deer 1o low levels on priority sites.

“Under the poliey: Ms ice said, “the Department of Conservation will encourage regional

councils 10 include deer in their Regional Pest Minagemient Strweszies purlicularly inareas
historicitlly ficee of the animals”

The Conservation Mimister siid 0O would also work with deer farmers to reduee the risk
of farmed déer escaping and forming tew wild populations. She said new regylated and
nonregulated areas tor deer farming and asseciated fencing stmdards would he gazetted
tollowing consultation.

Ms Lee said no changes were currently planned tor equirements for holding deer and
other wild animals in gitmie cstates.

SUMMARY OFTHE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
POLICY STATEMENT ON BEER CONTROL

Key points regeneraiion and indigenous  ceesystem
Goul: To reduce the impacts ot decr, along protection.

with other threats, on public conscervation Scepe of Statement: The statement applies
lands s0 as to maintain and ¢nhaoce forest primacily to de¢r control on public conscr-




vation kmdls but also includes actions 0
restct the feal range of deer, which will
occur acrossall lands.

Priority Qutcomes: for Dexr Contraol: The
fetal range of Jeer.or spedies of deer, should
not be allowed to ¢xpand into acw arcas,
including deerdree regions, catchments and
isliinds. and wbere possible the existing feeal
nnge should be reduced.

Naturzl habitats and ccosystems will be
ninwined in. or restored to, aa indigenous
naturzl characuer, through cffecuve coatrol
ofdecrand other thicats

Hunting: ‘The Department recognises that
commercial and recreational huaters value
deeras a huating resource and that commicr-
cial huating in particular provides cfficctive
control in those areas that are most suilable
for huatng by helicopter Hunting on public
conservation lands will be encoursged
where this is consisient with manage¢ment

for cos ation. Commercial imd recre-

ational huaters will generally have open
access (o public conservation lands

Reereational huaters kill large numbers of
deerin ol cach year hm geacnlly camnot
kill deer faster than they can reproduce.
Recreational huming is not able to reduce
deer deasities (0 low cnough levels o allow
icgeaeration of palitable scedlings and

new

IGFA Icader
10 long

Seifl, hasd) cleas
Madewith R1IO's
1GF Asaltwawr
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Trout Tapered Leader
The leng bute design Zives the
flylifelike poesemation. Tapen
ace makewith thick buisto
uira ever heovy tlies and
thinner hutts for smaller ljes
Availahle in

saplings The Department sces o need o set
up acw areas o be managed for reereational
hunting. h will not seek to devolve the issuing
of hunting permiins (0 a hunter organisation
The existing hunting permit system will be:
streamlined and where appropriate will
move o longer-term area wide permits the
option of removing the requirement for
wiattea huating permits for deer eatirely will
be explored. This would require legislative
change.

Dceer Furming z2ind Game Esuates: The
Department will work with deer farmers to
reduce the risks of deer escaping and cstay-
lishing new populations, No changes are
currcmly planied to arcas where farming of
deer is generitily prohibited. Nor arc iy
changes planned
holding deer and other wild animals in game
estates (salan parks).
Werking with E
Regionaft councils will be encouraged 0

for reQuirements for

Regional  Counncils
include deer in Regional Pesi Management
Swrzrtegics, particularly in deer-feec arcas.
Copres of the f1dl pelicy statement ave at:alt
wable from Sue McCube. Department of
Conserealion Head Office. (04) 471 3417
01025 846 810 or smccctbe@d ocgostnz
Insert imege of fiunt page of polic ) docit-
ment
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Summary of the Waipa Trap

Results - 2000

Another successful trapping scason was
completed last year on the Waipa Stream, a
tributary of the ‘tlongariro River. The year
2000 was the third year of trapping the
stream and we are starting to build up a long
ternt picture of the spawning rua in this
stream. Collecting data overa long period of

some of the highest deasities ever of
spawning fish in many other Lake1aupo trid-
ntaries. For example, in the TawangaTaupo
River the highest moathly count recorded
this year was 648 fish per kilometre, 262 fish

per
The Hinemaiaia and WWhitikau Rivers showed

ilometre more than the previous high.

programmes. He ts afsu
a vory keen time is very important and we arce pleased very similar results Anglers seaped the bene
angler that 5o far the Waipa trap has survived every lits of this with higher than usualcatch eates.
Specicsand sex 1998 1999 2000
Rainbow female 1949 360 4109
Table 1 The number of Rainbow male 1ns1 2451 707
trost treirped in the Toat minbew 3100 6117 6816
Weifpa Stream adiusied Brown female 312 287 413
to tahe acconnt ef those Brown male 257 157 257
Jishy tbet bypassed the Total brown 569 444 670
trap during floods OVERALL 3669 6561 7487

Tuble 2: Avercege lengih
and wetght of rowt
trecpped in We Walpa
Streqrn since 1998
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thing natuce has thrown at it including the
Juiy 1998 floads Hopefully this will continuc
and the trap wil be around for a long time to
come.

The largest run since trapping
began.

Liast year trapping results show an impres
sive number of fish migrated up the Waipa
Stream to spawn.An estimated 6820 minbow
and 670 browa trout rn the river. These arv
11% and 31% increases on the pievious
respective year's rans. Tabie 1 shows the
total aumber of rainhow and brovva trout
trapped since monitoring began in 1998.The
size of the cun in the Waipa Stream supports
2000 cscapement
(spawning) monitoring which recorded

the results of the

Graph 1 shows the peak rainbow run
occurred in September with {421 fish
The brown trout run
petked three months carlicr in June. when
161 fish were wrapped.

trapped this month

Net enly lets of fish bat 2 good
average size

Anglers were hlessed lasr winter wich not
oaly a lot of fish md a very good catch rate
hut also with good sized fish. l"able 2 shows
the average weight of rainbow trout last year
was 1.95ke (4.31h), an increase of a Guarter
of a kilogram on 1999. The size of hrown
trout also impreved with an average weight
of 2.79kg (6Ih) and an average length of
603mm.

leagth Weight

1998 L9999 2000 1998 1999 2080
Rainbow male 579 528 542 2129 1.68 1.85
Rainbow female 58l 524 542 2.48 1.75 202
Total rainbow 580 524 542 2.4 1.72 1.95
Brown male 647 591 616 239 256 284
Brown female 622 585 593 317 259 2805
Total brown 633 587 603 326 2.58 2879




Greaph L Acieal nimnber
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The fishery team
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the fonrth year of
trapping
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How leng de trout spend in the
‘Waipa Strecam spawning?

The figures shown in table 1 are adjusted to
rake into account those fish that bypass the
uap in floods At the completion of the trap-
ping scason we knotv the total number of
trout acwally vapped each month. What we
don’t know is exacilly how many fish
managed to avoid the rap during floods and
therefore arc notincluded in the total run. In
order to overcome this we clip part ofa fin
of every fish that is wapped going upstr¢am.
Wi then rap as many fish moving back
downstream after spawning (kelts) so we

O Rainbow M Brown

1.

Sep

Jul

Nov

Month

can w0 determine the proportion of these
fish that don'r have heir fins clipped. and
propostion of fish that
bypassed the tiap during their upstream

therefore  the

migracion. Jf we adjusc the actual number of
fish yapped by the proportion of kelts that
don’t h

ave afin clip we getan estimate of the
total run size,

However in order to cstimate the total
number of tront using the Waipa Steeam we
also need 10 know how long they spend
above the fish wrap (residence time). For
instance, if wi: know that 1ainbow females
stay above the trap for an average of two
monchs then we can adjust the number of
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Graph 2: Average welpht
loss by species and sex of
[fisb.shawnin g-ubore the
Woedpe trafr 2006}
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rainbow females trapped ia July by the
proportion of uaclipped kelts recaptured in
September

In order to establish the residence tme we
1agged 30 rainbow :md 30 brown trout every
month benweea Aprit and October in k999
and 2000°[he tgs used are small leagths of
coloured plastic that resemble short picces
of spaghctti. henee their mame spaghetd
tags. Whea rhe fish are taggeed thesir weight,
le'ngthand maturity are recorded Each fish is
then celeased upsteeinn of the tap aad
allowed 0 continue spawning as usual, The

fish ave: then trapped again as kelts moviag
hack dowastream te the take and the tag
auntbeedate of recapture and weight of the
fish recorcled.

The length of time spentahove the trap aad
the amount of weight lost by cach fish was
established and the average for €ich sex and
species of tish  calculated. On average
riabow fenales and rainbow miles seat 33
and G4 days abeve the trap respectively and

browans spcm around 80 days. For the

purposes of calculating the aclusted run
otal we rounded these times to two moaths
for ruinbows and three momhs forbrowns,

Dr Michel Dedual, the Taupo Fishery Area
Scientist completed a study in 1996 that
estublished how loag it ook for rroue to rua
firom the lowwer river 1o the upper spav
reaches of the Tongariro River (Juige! T peo
issuc 22). Michel discovered that it took on
average 41 days to make the journey but

notes that the fastest fish wok 12 days and
the slowest37 days From the results of the
wvo studics it is possible to estimate how
long sonx fish actually spead in the river

cach yeac'lhe degree of vanation hetween
individual tishis obviously vers high but it is
appears that on average spawaiag jishin the
upperTon,
ds
tribwaric s

aniro spead between 100and 140
s (thiee o live moaths) in the river or its

Whilc in the civer the fish essentially stop
feeding. Compouncling this is the amou of
cFort exerted uadertiaking the spawaing
migration and while acmatly spawning, The
nel result is o substantial loss of weight and
coadition. By taggiag individual fish and
weighing twm before and after spawning

we were able to estidlish just how much
weight is lost. As gtaph 2 shows jtmates of
hoth spedies lose around 0.5kg (1lb.) while
€0.4Ib) to
0.35kg (0.71b.) Little wonder most people
don't keep these ketts orslabs™ They don't

males lose hetween 0.19kg

look very aice and they doa’t rase¢ very good
cither but as discussed in issue 35 of Jargct
Taufso these dish stll have a very important
parct 10 play-in the fisheny .



Some unglers bave
swugpested 1t should be
possible (0 nse splitsbot
teft) 1o divecy weight
thes teader. They argue
ey of the weighted
nymphs aircady icsed are
sanply weights attached
10 the leader via a book
What doyou think?

Fishing Regulations Review

The Taupo Fishing Regulations 1984 were
created pursuane 10 Secion 14 of the Maori
land Amendment and Maori r.and €laims
AdjustmentAct 1926 and Section 48A ofhe
Conservation Act 1987.

‘The last major review of the cegulations
occurred when the curreat version was
written in 1984. Sinee that ime, there have
been many changes in attitudes and tishing
practices in the fishery. Wi are aware that
some regulations have omlived their useful-
aess and 50 we are now conducting 3 review
of allofthe regulations

Many anglers have strong opinions abour the
relevince of some of the existing regulations
and you now have an opportunity to help
shape any new Changes. Possible changes
will be discussed with the Taupo Fishery
Advisory Committee before being imple
meated.

1he process is expeeted 10 take some time
and therefore anglers will notsee any sigaifi

o

cant change in the existing regulations for
the coming scason, which commences in
July of this year.

1f you wish to make coniment on the regula-
rions. please wrie to:

The Taupo Fishery Area Manager
Deparment of Conservation

Piivate Bag

Turangi
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Four Wheel Drive Access in the

Taupo Fishery

Once four wheal deive vehicles were sturddy
little jobs with rppled sides, scraiched,
dented, herefi of paint, with hig mud.gapping
bootsand a winch ow front.

Maybe Crumpy and Scotty did it they must
have helped. Now four wheel drives are big, £t
smooth and shiny. with street shoes and uim,
music and tinted glass. All in all a vehicle that
owners are proud tohave parked on the grawd
bank beside the river while they cast in the
backgroundJust like the ad really However it
went a bit far the other day when a hlokeang
and asked if we would clear the nasty sciachy
bits from the track aceess across the siverhed
to the Bridge Poot on the'longariro or else pay
for cestoring tjie vehicles that use it The simpic
fact is that for a number of ccasons we do not
encouruge vehicle access on o the riverbeds
and so any infarmal treck is just that

1If You drive off formed roads in the Taupo

Eishing District,you have no right to be there
without landowners’  permission.  ‘That
inciudes the riverbeds

Rights of way for licensed anglers in the
‘Taupo f.shery are spelled out in Lasget Taw po
issuc 32.They allow walking access along the
banks of specificd civers ftor specificd
distances and do not include any rights of

vehicle access. We maintain two wheel drive
aceess over land that we either manage or
have an agrecmient with the owners w cross.
for anglers to gain acceess to rivers. traeks, or
fishing spets. $o unless you have the owners
permission vou should not be driving on to
the riverbed by Bridge Lodge along the
Waioraka berween Waioraka Road and Stawe
Highway Onc.along the Waimarino upstream
of Stare Highway One, bevond the end of Tuki
Road nor up to-the Crescent on theTaurmga-
Taupo.

®
Hﬂ[l!lm if Wading Shoes & Breathable Waders
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By Rot Hood

Rob ts one of Taspo
Fisbery Area field saff
whick spectal responsé
biiity for tbeday te day
running of the
200072001 harvest
survey

Catfish Numbers Appear Stable

Since 1996 the Beparuncat of Conservation
has been monitoring and assessing the
impact of the brown bullhead (catfish) on
the takeTaupo trout fishery. Last year a
significant dict analysis progritmme was initi-
ated as a componem of the monitoring to be
repeated every thuee years. The monitoring
programyme provides information on catfish
distribution, population and diet and allows
any changes or wrends in these te be recog-
nised.

On the basis of our results it appears that
currently’ there is no impact by catfish on the
Taupo trout population.

Monitoring the catfish population

Every second month, three fyke nets are st
at sclected lake edge sites in Waihi, Motuoapa
andWhakaipo Bays The netsare sed 20to0 40
metres abart at a depth of one metre and kfit
overnight. The following morning they arc
retricved and the catch checked. The ke
level and  weather  conditions are  also
recorded. Any clipped or tagged catfish that
are caught have their length recorded and are
then returned to the lake unharmed. The
remaining catfish are then processed. This
involves firstly killing (he catfish by giving
them a benzocitine overdose and then
recording their length A random sitmple of 25
large (>250mm in length) and 25 small
(<250mm) catfish are thea sclected and these
lish weighed beforeheing dissected to dete £
mine the gender of the catfish (which some-
times is still impossible to determine in very
smal specimens) ‘The stomach/gut /digestive
tract is checked and if any food is preseat this
isidentificd and recorded. Any other relevant

information is also noted, such as the genernl
health of the catfish orany unusual features
In additon a small sample of catfish longer
than 250mm i leagth are spoared By SCUBA
divers using [awaiian sling spears. ‘This is
done at a depth of approximately five o ten
metres near the drop o f at Tauranga. [:mpo
and PukawaThe aim of catching the'se catfish
is te determine if there is a difdeience in diet
between cattish living in different  habitat
1ypes. The deeper water has a zock or sand
bed with little weed while the shallow habitat
is weedy. muddy-and has poor wisibifity.

What de catfish eat?
Results show that the catfish dict cons

primarily of aquatic plaat life, freshwater
musscls and snails and small invertebraies
¢insects). Larger catfish also cat small kourit
and small lish such as bullics, goldfish and a
few smelt. OF the 1236 calish that were in
shatlow water, only 200 (approximately 16%)
contained fosd in their gut, ‘Mis low figure is
Dossibly a result of the method of capture
(fyke ners) and the feeding habits of the
catfish. Mostof the acteed catfish were likely
caught soon after they move out into the
shallows in the carly evening to feed and
therefore had empty stomachs. The low
percentage with anything in their stomach
differs from the small sample of 41 catfiish
caught in the deeper water e Pukawa and

Tauranga-Taupo. ‘Thirty one of these fish
(76%) contained food in their gut. These fish
were taken early moming and therefore had
all night to feed. ‘Ihere were also dif ferences
in the diets of catfish between the shaljow
and deep arcas which could be expected
owing to the opportunist fecding nature of
caish. For example. cadish that inhabit the
deeper water had a to less aquatic plant
material in their stomachs. likely refleciing
that there iv less weed present. However
small fish which are more available in this
habitat featured more in the diet. Feeding on
koura and fish appears linked to the size of
the catfish and their ubility 10 hung, s only
larger catfish (>250mm) contained thispres
Scveral larger catfish from both areas
containext a full gut oftish, some containing
lacge gaoldfish or bullies approximately
BUmm in length (the largest found was the
remains of a 100mm bully that was in a
catlish only 285mm long)

A concern which has been raised is that

catfish may af kect koura populations. Results
from rhe di¢t analysis show tha of the 23t
catfish that had tbod items in their gut, only
13 contained koura remains (approximately
6%). ‘hese catfish were all over 275mm in
length, The results for both small fish and
kourit lic in well with obseryations macde by
Department of Conscrvation SCUBA divers
who have scen large catfish atempting to
catch live fish and koura. They were gener



Grapk 1:Cakch per net
per night of calfish at
tree sites around kake
Taepo summer 1997/98
%0 2000/01.
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ally unsuccessful unless the catfish was able
o trap or pin its prey against the bottom.
While koura aic more susceptible living on
rhe bottom, cafish appear 10 ignore large
Koura which seenvto be able 1o detend them-
sehves in a more than satisfactory mannen
Many of the small fish imd kouri found'in the
gut are likely to have died nawrally, for
example large numbers of smelt die after
spawning, and have heen found by the
catlish rather than been hunted. o is also
interesting 10 note  that  juvenife  trout
remains have not yei been found in catfish,

200

1997/98

Number of catfish caught per net

1998/99

and size of the calish have not changed
cither The largest catfish we caugln last the
year was 378mm long (15 inches) and
wighed 600 grams (1.31b). The average size
of ihe sample was 220mm in lengeh and 265
granss in weight. Most of the large catlish we
caught were in noticeably poor condition.
The smallest that we were alde to cawch
using our standard fyke ncts wasonly 8Smm
n length and there were severnl others at
9emm.

So at least aw prevsem it does nol appear the
caifish population is increasing in size. The

1999/00 2000/01

[ Wajhi Bay B Motuoapa [ Whakaipo

Carfish also cat some striange thingsat umes.
One catlish was found 0 have a stomach full
of small picces of pumice and several others
had c¢aien small wigs. The Dalatabiliny andt

nutrition:4l value of a dieu like this woukl not

be that great!

Are the numbers increasing?

Whilsi the wotal size of the catfish population
is very diflicult to estimate, we are ahle 1o
cstablish wrends in thesize of the population
and disteibution,There will always be natural
fluctuations in any population but as can be
seen by graph 1 which shows the number of
catfish caught perace au the three sites over
the summer period cachyear, there have not
heen any significant inercasces in the popula-
tion density ever this period. The condition

small average and maximum sixes of the

cafish also suggests that the conditions: for
growth are not ideal,
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All Raised Hackle Ia|s
S igin Fly and Tackle Shop :

Cheapest in NZ Kamansan Hooks
$4.75 per packet of 25

okuma Flyreels
Airstream

fq Large Arbor 64 95

“.. Floating Sierra

~ Rocket
WF Fly Lines . 511695

WT 8F to 10F » Seconds

All flles tied

 in shop
(except dry flies)

)

-

Labios
100% -
Fluorocarbon Attention rivermouth
From $1 9- 9 5 wfl{ﬁ!}ﬁmmn
bl Lumo Booby Gio Bugs
112l(ed j3st, surmvney with Qreat results $ 2 50 caeh

Stockists of Kilwell, Fenwick and Winston Rods
Top range of fly tying materials

ADNﬁ Bridge,
% AUPEHI
r-_.

Email: TheRafseo’HﬂeOmra c

Mail arders welcome
Guided fly fishing trips available



Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee
What'’s It All About?

“The Empo Fishery Advisory Commiittée CIFAC) was sct up as
an “advisory uscr group” following the establish:annt of the
Department of Consersation in 1987. ‘The fimetions of the
Conuvninceas defmedd by the Taupo Fishing Regulations are: to:

Advocite Taubo sport fishing intcrests.

2 I
of Conscrvation and anglers, andl to keep anglers
informed on matters affecting their interests .

3 Foster ethical standaids of angling behaviour.

4 Consider and advise the Depariment of Conservation
on freshwater and sport fishing matterss within the

ilitace communication beteween the Departmein

‘Taupo Fishing Disur.ct.
Make representations.as it sees it Lo the Minister of
Conservarion or o the Department itselforany other

W

government agency or other organisation. on Inaters
affecting the Taupo fishery including national and

regional poli
and numagcment plans.

slaremams. mamgesnent st egi(:s

6 Ligise with Fish and Game New Zealand on matlers of
mutual interest relating to sports fish .

One of the main functions of the TEAC is 10 facilitate

communication berween the angling community and the:

lishery managers. The Committee consists ofthe following

members:

Six memhers appointed by the Minister of Conservation
from persons nominated by the
following organisations:
New Zealand Professional Fishing Guides'Association
Taupo Commiercial Launchmen’s Association
‘Taupo Fishing, Club
Tongariro and Lake Empo Anglers” Club CTAFFAC)
Turangi/ lougariro Trout Unlimited
Waitshanui Angling Improvemem S\ssociation.

One member c¢ach s also appointed by the minister w0
represent:
Tuwharctos Maori Trust Board (on advice from the
board)
National angling interests
Fish and Game New Zealand (on advice firom Fish and
Game:)
Tongariro/fupo Conservator of the Department of
conservition
The curret members of the Taupo Fishery Advisory
Committee arc as follows;
Strato Casilinis  National 1ishing interesils
telephone (04) 472 B2 7. fux (0a) 472 9982

Chris foliy
Lunchmen’s Association welephone 07) 3780623 or

Taupo Commcrcial

email chrisi@chrisjollyco.nz
Jobr Datrés (Chairperson)
telephone/fax (07) 378 2303
Cot'in Patchat
Improvement Association telehhone (07) 378 4738
Alun Simmnions New Zealand Professional
Fishing Guides” Association telephone (07) 386 7574

Taupo Fishing Club

WaitahanuiAngling

or ¢mail alan@fishnhunt.co.nz

Giveboarnr Whynacin Tongariro and Lzke Taupo
Anglers’ Club telephone (07) 386 8996 or ¢mail
sporulife@xua co:nz

Bryce fobason
telephonc (0%) 499 {767 or email
bjohnson®fishandgame.org.nz
Jobn Gibbs
telephone (07) 386 9228 or cmail jisibbs@doc.govt,nz

Fish and Game New Zealand

Departmem of Conservation

The Twwhare:toa Maori‘lrust Board also have a represents
tive on the conunitiee
The Committee encourages anglers who wam 10 comment
on:my aspects of the {shery 10 comsuniciae cither dircetly
with John Davis IFAC, 1003 Poihipi Read. RDJ. Bupo, or o
contact on¢ of the above members. ‘The Comminee  will
ke regular Comyibutions to Zieget Teuepo advising anglers
of current issuc. s.
‘The Committee meets every two months and deals with a
wide variety of maners, Recent ectings canvassed the
following:

A review of Timpo fishing regubstions .

The renewal of the TPD resource consents.

‘The “Irom Protection” Bidl.

Water quality issues and the cifect of land levelopmene

Fishing gujdeslicences

The re

hing Regulations 1984 will bea
major issuc for the committee and anglers gen crally over

icwof th.: upo

the nexi vear, judging by the Irequent discossions around
the camp table many anglers have strong views on sonic of
the current regulations. This is a great opportunity to have
your say and perhaps influcnce the shape of the new regu-
lations and we wel come your comment . This is your fishery
and we urge you to ga involved. Comtact the committee
with any comments which you fee) will assist in main
taining theTaupo fishery as one of the bestin the world.

Strecto Cotsélinis



For sale by Auction

LAKE FRONT - WAITETOKO

An immaculate property offering
unsurpassed views across the lake to
Taupo township in the north and
Kuratau to the west.

A fisherman's dream location with
one of Taupo's most famous rivers at
your doorstep. A family holiday para-

* 1100m? Prime Freehold iand

¢ First time offered ever
* Magnificent boating facilities

« Versatile family accommodation

To be auctioned o
Sunday 15th April at 11.00am J(}
On Site (if not sold prior) é'

Phil Turner

Oftice 07 378 1112
AW 07377 2262
Mobile 621 325 010
Fax 073780305

Bringing people and property together 1po Realty Scev
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Tongariro National Trout
Centre Society (Inc) Update

The Tongariro National Troue Centee is the
visitor centree for the Tawpo fishery arca. it
performs the same function as a visitor
centre in a national patk, which is to provide
information,ecducational material and advice
to visitors. As outlined in the last issuc of
Tewrget T the Centreis managed and run
by the Department of Conscrvittion (faupo
Tishery Area). DOC is greatly assisted in this
function by the Tongarico National Trout
Centre Socicty. Previously a trust.the socicty
is now confirmed as an incorporated
s0Chty

TheTongario Natiunal ‘Trour Centre Socicty
will have its ficst public mecting ac 10 a.m
on 28 April at the Tonganro National ‘Trout
Centee. The purpose of this mecting is to
officktlly launch the Socicty and 1o elect the
exccutive officers. You are most welconw to
atnewd and participate in this mecting.
Following 1his mecting a niembership drive
will commence. fiveryonce with

The centre will be statfed initially by 4
Rmgerbutitisalso planned to emiploy a full
time teacher under the learning Outside the
Chssroom (LEOTC) programme oum by the

Ministry of Eclucanion. [t is expected that
well in excess of 50,000 people will visit
this. facility mnuidly.

‘The Deparnnent of Conservation and the
Sodcty have been busy recemly trying 10
raisc fnds for this project.’ITic total cost of
the project is $258,456 and is broken ¢lown
as follows:

working dawings $6875
complcie] building 5156.300
contract adminisceation §5.281
interpretative display s 590.0t0)

So far $103,000 has been misced (850,000
from the Tourism Facilities Development
Grant and $55.000 to be provided from the

‘lTongarico National ‘liwut Centre: Socicty
from funds tircady held). An application to
the Lottery: Community

ainterest in trow fishing The Tongariro Facilities Committee for $83,456
freshwater cceology or in the adoratiiens has just been completed. and
nianagement of thi: trowt cenere ?me Sfdely the Depattment of Conservation
arc  cncouraged to join the aill bave its first will fand $70,000 for the inter
Sodiety The more diverse the publicmeeting preative displays.
skills  represcnied  amongst 5 lOt.lm Dk If the Llotto application s
members. the more succcssful T successful it is hoped that
the Society can be Hopeaying consteuction will commence at
‘The fiest major project for rhe Nati’."“’ Trewt the end of July and the adyvoeacy
Ceiltre. i ]

Sodicty: is the refurbishment of
the workshop adjacent to the hatchery
building The existing shell will be converted
into an advoeacy ceatre by renovating the
building and hy the addition ol an extension
on the eastern side.'The centre will housce a
serics of displays describing the history, use,
and management of the Taupo tishery, and
the ecology of the lake and riversWithin the
centre will be an auditorium (0 enable talks
w large groups to take place in a comfort
able and interesting seiing.

centre open by the end of the
year. ‘This will represent another aajor step
forward for the longariro National ‘troot
Centre,



Pesstanz contied i the
Rotcsctirn hasin this
wnter will vesaft in the
protection of sipuificaut

ecologicud rultes

Uhe winser of 2001 will see large iincus of the
Tongariro/ Tupo Gonseovaney suhjedt Lo
XL

sive acritt possum control opurations
m a reteeatment of arcas done hetween
1993 and 1990, e openations art i combi-
nation of baoth Animal Health Board and
Department of Consservation initiatives.
Thesse operations may affect the activitics of
hunters and anglers over the coming
months, Planmng is currently underniyay for
operationss in the lollowing arvas:

Lake Taupo Lakeshore Reserves

This operaton indhudes land of nixed icnure
md covers the nosthern and wesieni shores
of LzkeTaubo from Mine Hay, west ind south
to Kuritm. Approximately cight thousand

heetares  will b

reated with 1080 impreg-

nated czareat baiis in June: 2001 ‘Lhe opera-

tion is funded hy the Animnal Heatth Board
und is rargeting possums £ mainuiin the:
very low reactor rates in donwesstic cattle and
deer mothe North Eaupo and West lavpo
Bovine T Management Areas.

Pihanga/Tokaanu and Rotoaira

This opesation mchides 20,000 hectaces of
land between southern lake Taupo wnd
Mount Tongariro including most ol the

Rotoaira basin. Eiglt thousand hectares ol

conservation land are involved including the

whole: of the Pihanga block and most of the
northern slopes ol Mount Tongariro under
Kerctahi Hutwithin Tongariro Nationa) Park,
and it numbher of asochicd smaller reserves
including those along the steep Likeshore
cliffs herween Watili Villige: and Pukawi Tte
operaton  is a  joint Animal  Heahh




Board/Department of Conservation injtiative
and will involve the application of 1080
impregnainced carrol baits applicd by heli-
copter in June 200f. The openrtion is
tageting possums in an attenmpe Lo pkintin
veny fow reactor ates in domestic caetle and
Bovine Tb
ManagemeatArca ltwill also present further

deer in the Somh Turangi

totara and kamahi canopy dicback aand
protect threatened plant populations within
the National Park,

Tongariro Forest

The Toagariro Forest operation includes
27.000 ha of land stretching from Stae
Highway 41 in the north to National Park io
the somh. h incitdes afl of Toagariro Forest
west and south of the Mangere popo Stream,
parts ol Forest  and  the
Waituhi/Kariatau

Reserees.as well as private land in the north.

Pukepoto

md Raurimu Spisal Scenic

‘The operation is anotherjoimAnimal Health
Board/Depattment of Conseryaition i nitative

and wi
impregnated ceraal peller baits (3kg/ha)

involve acrial application of 1080

tar;zcting possums and rodents. The opera-
tion is an integral part of managing 1he new
Westera North 1sland Brown Kiwi Sanctuary
created withinTongariro Forest as part of the
governments Biodiversity Strategy o is
planned to occur in September 2001 just
prior to the hatching of the fimt Kiwi chicks
of the 2001/2002 kiwi hreeding season.

In addition to these larger opeations, Lirge
land
Conservaney are also under maintenance

arcas of conservation within the
control regimes using a vaciety of methods to

anint

in low possum densitics after initial
knockdown. Some ot these nay afket the
activities of hunters and anglers. A Fesicld ¢
Sumiietr’y is published by the Department
three times cach year detailing where toxins
have been laid oa conservation land wirhin
the Conservancy. Copices are distributed with
all hunting permits and arc available at local
Departinent of Consenvation office s
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Magnum Neoprene Bodywaders all sizes
Hodgman Breathable Stocking Foot Waders
Fishermen's Breathable Wading Jacket

Composite Development Fly Rods
Full range in stock from*275

Top quality Scientific Angler, Cortland, Shakespeare
and Teeny Fly Lines from *39.95

o All lines professionally spliced = Hire tackle available
= All flies and Nymphs

is booming in
ing
or 12 years

And busine
Turang west specialist
and sport store. Af|
guiding on the Tongariro River and

Taupo, Barry’s happy to share
knowledge and exper get it

right the first time — talk to Ba

59 Town Centre, Turangi, Ph 07 386 6911 Fax 07 386 6561

Email: barrygreig@paradise.net.nz Website: www.barrygreig.co.




Despite a bistory of
logging, fire and general
buman abuse, Tongariro

Forest still co ntains some
of the most hnportant
and ditrerse ecnitogical

values in the

Ton garse, /Tae o
Conservancy: Pest control
this winter wit!
significcntlly enbance
those values.




Major Possum Control Areas in

Tongariro/Taupo Conservancy - Winter 2001
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Tongariro Power Development
Resource Consents

The Department presented its case on the
Genesis Power application for nzaewal of
consents  for  the  Tongariro  Power
Development IPDY in Novamber 2000. The
haaring was held jointly by the two regional
councils concerned (Eavironment Waikato
and horizoas.anv) uatil it was adjourned at
[t is duc to re-
commencce to consider the western diver-

the end of November

sions part of the scheme on 16 Jaly. with a
decision expected sometime alier comple-
rionof the hearing

DOCs concerns ceaued on four key issues

CALL THE BOATMEN "

Mal rlﬁé;ltf :

Nukuhau Street. PO Box 1038, Taupo
Fax & phone (07) 378 7779. A/h (07) 3?3 875

affivaing conservation interests in the wiva of
the power scheme.These are tesiduid flows
in the Moawhango River below the dam,
schemewide effects on blue duck, compen
siuion flows in the western diversions
(Whaaganui River catchmeat) and flows in
the lower Toagariro River, The Department
considered that other matters had been
adcquately dealt with in proposed condi-
tions

Progresss was made on sevenal of thesc issuces,
with Genesis conditionally agreeing to a 0.6
cubic metre per second (cumec) Flow below
the Moawhango dam (though the
Department still seeks a bigher
residual flow of two cumecs),
funding a trust 1o assist blue duck
conservation, a 0.3 aunec
mictimum  flow  below  the
Whangaaui River intake and a2 0.5
cumec miaimum flow below the
Mangatcpopo Sc-am intake,
Genesis Powcr argued thu there
should be no chimge from the
curreat flow regime in the lower
Tongariso River (a mizimum of 16
cumceces  reewsedd  from  Poutu
Intake)

The Department disagreed and

sought an increase in flows o

improve the lower Tongariro
River trout tishery to something
closer o its original prescheme
quality The details of this casc are
inour article in the July 2000 issuc
of Tearget teezfro. One of the more
complex aress addressed was the
use of a technique called IFIM
(instrcam  Jlow  incremental
o model the

eificets of difficeent flows on fish

mcthodology)

habitat. The case presented by
DOC Taupe Fishery Avea statt and
a coasultant argucd that usce of
this model to implicitly predict
fishery effects may be inappro.
priate where other evidence
shows a different result. We now
nust wais for the decision of the
heuring commissioners later in
the yeac
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For the first time dea
Siom lake shore anglers
bas been cellecied cis pari
of 1he fake Tampo
Hareest Surcep Ranger
Wickt Mclean (right) asks
Dennis and Brenda
Budteruserth fren
Wellington abowl their
sucess «at e

flinemaiaia river mowdh

ummer Fishing and Harvest

Survey Update

heut the sumnier, Departmem of
the lake

Conservation statf continued w
Taupo Fishery Ehaevest Surv
wed anglers cithe

Staff inter-

s they returned o the
boat ramp or while lishing wu the

ver
meuhs and around the lake edgeAs could
beexpected we were keptvery busy. On the
[0 days surveyud in October  through
January, approxiniucly 200 anglers were
interviewed each  day.  We o have been
deligined with the positive response from
anglers. apprexinuaiely 3350 of whem hitve

wed around the lake since the
start ofthe surseyin July 2000.

The anscasemable weather certainly had a
lirge influence on the fishing cffore and at
times made lake fisl
The highest total number of boats counted

been intervie

g difficult for anglers.

fishing on-the lake during : sursey flight wits

283 on 30 Decemider 2000. This is similar o

last year's peak ceunt of 291 hoats and
although this sounds a lot.itis still well short
of the: highust count of 50 boats during Uz
summer of 1998/99.\¢hen anglers were able
to get out their success was compatable (0
luse year with an overall cateh rate of 0.31

tish per hour (one fish every three hours) for
all methods over the summer monchs (Oce
Jan). The most productive period was in
November when the wverage ciuch oite was
0.44 Iish per hour Clast ycar 0.46).

At first glance these catch rates seem st
odds with the low acoustic ceum in
November (page 25). Mowever a closer
cxanmination of the flshing success, in
particulier the Luge numbor of previous
spawners or kehs caugln by angler: this

summier, exphiins the variance. The high

incidence of previous spawners conse-

quence of the: recerd spawning runs last




&y tde sinimer i1 1s
Often very difffadt 16
distinguisty beticen ¢
niaiden trout (eft) and a
precious spacier (righ).
Llocini (feft) and Penhie
French bold a-coeple of
typical Taupe tron
Caupght jrgpeg in mid
March with theirfetber
Feler.

winter combined with spring floods which
wiashed the spern tish hack into the kike to
coincide with the smclt spawning. Feeding
on this boumiful food supply concenteated
around the lake margins allowed nuny of
these fish © regain their body condition

d maximiscd their chunees of survival.

Living arowd the lake edge these Hish are
also vulneritble to anglers trolling and
haiding, which is why anglers reported
catching so many kedes this summcer. These
fish sustained the: high cach rines which
otherwise would have been much poorer
given the lowincidencce of aiden tish scen

in s. The acoustic estimaie on

glers b

the other hand covers the whole lake

usually dominated by voung maiden fish
|
rates were simi
eof1he fish v
While thes
look too flash when they firstarrived hack in

ng deeper in the lake. So while cach

ar to last summer the quality
not,
vious spawners often didn't

"

the lake they have quickly regained condi-
don and are tery wviluable to the fishery:,
particularly when the number of maiden lish
is low (Jerget Terupo issue 35) The excellent

conditions for growth arc also reflected in

the conditon of the maiden fish. amongst

which v seme very lirge prime specimens.

For cxample our dat for tish kept by river

mouh anglers shows an average weight of
200kg and S4€0mm in length. We have heard
of several large Fish over 450kg being

ight, as well @
around 3.003.50kg A feature of the maiden
1ish this yei

a4 good number of fish

is the colour of the flesh, which

is often red rather than the hright orange
colour typical of Taupo trout.

This summcr hatling in the carly morning
and then Hshing deeper Jater in the day with
downniggers and leadlines conmtinued to be
the most populir mcthod but jigging is
fi
widcely pra

y growing in popi y. Although

sed in other parts of New
Zealand and proving very successful for the

few
‘Taupo, jigs
However it was noticeable the  greater

nglers who tricd the mcthod on Lake

s had been slow to take off.

nunbers ofunglers now rying what is a very
successful mechod in late summcer on thy:
luke

We will cominue the lak

and lake-cdge
smveys as well as the winter river surveys
which start agn inApril. until the end of the
scason in func. Following this an cstimate of
the scason long harvese from the Taupo
fishery will be calculated from the data
collected and @ summiary of the results
prinied in the November 2001 issuc of
Teget Taupro
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Children’s Fishing Days

The fishing pond at the Tongariro National
Trout Centre (TNTC) will be open on the
following days in 2001:

Sunday 6 May

Sunday 10 June

Sundlay 8 July

Sunday 12 August

Sungay 30.Sepeember
Numbery are: restricted ta 30 children per
hour from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m, and bookings are
esseniial. You will be given a st fime when
making yveur booking. Bookings can be
matle by telepboning Mandi Goffin on (07
386 9243 baween | p.m.and 3 p.m. on any
week day.
The programme involves tuition at the pool-
side by members of the Tongariro National
Trout Centre Socicty. Children are shown
the basics of casting and then hooking and
landing their own trout. The fish is weighed,
measured and presented to the child along
with a certificate to take home. The
progeamme has been operiating for many
vears now and has proven a highlight for

'Blue Pool Access

Thanks to the penerosity and energy of an
angier who whhe's to remain anonymous,
you will soon be able to again drive to the
Blue Pool on the Tongariro River.

The floods in July 1998 washed 20 metres of
the road away (sce Target Taupo issue 24)
and destroyed several of the favoured pools
that it previously pave access to.
Subsequently similar numbers of anglers
have wanted the road left as is as want it rein-
stated. In addition rafters were not enthusi-
astic about sharing the estimated $25,000
cost of repairs, so instead a walking track
was cut around the washout. a haul-out area
for rafts established and the old Breakaway
Paol carpark enlarged.

Bookings can be made
by telephoning
Mandi Goffin on
(07) 386 9243

between
1p.m. and 3 p.m.
on any week day.

thousands of kids and their parents.
Children must be aged between 6 and 14 and
there is no charge. However a fishing licence
is required, which can be purchased on the
day for $3.00 or they can bring their own
Taupo District fishing licence.

While you are at the TNTC take time to also
to- enjoy the walks, picnic areas, interpreta-
tive displays and d wer  viewing
chamber,

Work has started on the new section of road

and there are plans to widen and improve

the turnoff from State Highway One at the
southern end of the Poutu Bridge and also
the parking area near the Blue Pool with
picnic areas and facilities. This should all be
completed within the next four to six wecks
so autumn and winter anglers can look

forward to some changes.
The anonymous benefictor has gained the
pport of the Depar of Corrections

and Conservation for the project, which he
wishes to leave as a memorial to his late wife
and the many pleasant days they spent
fishing the river in this area.



Dog Policy for

Tongariro/Taupo Kiwi Forests

In Jimuary 2001, a public discussion docu-
meat was released by the Department of
Conscrvation outlining probhosals (o manapge
the portential impact of dogs on kiwi and
other wildlife within three forests in the
Tongar iro/ {aupo Conscrvancy. These are the
Tongarni:o, Erua

Conscrvation Areas .

and Ranpataua Forest

The proposal is to declare these forests
controllcd dopg arcas under the Conservition
Act.This would restrict dog access (o the
forests ro easure ongoing kivwi manapgement
work is not put at ssk by uncontrolled dogs.
Dogs would only beauthorised under permia
lfer specilied activities, including threateaed

specics recovery work, D@C funded animal
control work, and recreational huming
where dopgs are an essential part of the
success of the hunter.

Undcr the proposal, permits would oaly be
issued for cerified threatened species dogs,
or dogs which have cawered the Kiwi
Recovery Progrimime’s  “Kiwi  Aversion
Tiaining Scheme™. This scheme involves a
onc day training session fer the dog and
handler by a local weainer at a nonminal fee.
The dog is ¢xposed 10 various kiwi stimuli
which are negatively reinforced withan elee
nic collar. Dogs cntering the scheme will be

reasisessed a 12 monthly intesvals




Erosion is a natural
Seature of the
Hinemuiaia River but we
believe e eperution of
the poneer scheme bas in

the pust exacerbated wis.

inemaiaia Consents Applied For

Trust)ower the owner of the Hinemaiaia
hydro power scheme, has receatly appticd
foorconseats o opeiate the three hy dro dams
on the river In discussions with the
Depanment of Conservation we have: nised
2 aumber of concems regarding the past
operation of the scheme, in particular the
loss of access by trout 10 1wo spawning
streams above HB dam.ya¢ reduction in suilk
able spawning habitat as a consequence of
the regularly fluctuating f.ow: the loss of
angling opponunity owiag to moving the
winter fimit downstream, the armouring o
the stzeam bed owing o the wruncation of
the sediment flow by the dam and what we
believe s an exaggeration of the natural
crosion in the lower river

While the (shery has been in good shape
over the past couple of years it is impoiant
10 acknowledge that some severe restnic
tions ar¢ in place 1o achieve this resuli, most
aotably the reduced daily bag limit and
increased miaimum size. These measures
avere introduced 1o reduce the lake haivest
as a consequence of reduced recrutmem of

young trout into the lake.As we discuss in A
Return of the Good Old Days’on page 4 the
only obvious change in the catchment which
can exphin the reduced production of
young trout is the impact of the various
hydro schemes. la thecase of the Hincmaiaia
a further angling restiction is the seuting of
the winter fishing imit at the stae highway
bridge. a restriciion which is in place solely
as a conscquence of building the 1B dana.
Prior to the scheme the winter limit was at
HA dam which meant an wdditional 11.25
km of fishing water was available 10 winter
anglers,

A aumber of options have been canvassed (0
mitigate these concerns. Several involve
auempting to ¢nhance the spawning condi-
tons in the stretch of channel beeween 118
dam and the power house. We do not fivour
this approach. for while spawning condi-
tions arc not optimum the fact of the mauer
is that the fiish already successfudly spawn
here. Jmproving the conditions will theres
fore not result in any more fish spawning.
Our favoured options involve a much more



The rock
s.l‘.".f o which HB a‘um
.rs bui prur‘ des an 'M'ca."
smm.ri(m to build a
Jish pas.

natural f.ow regime in the river beloww HB and the provision of a tish
pass to lift spawning Iish above the dam so thar they can utilise the
Kakapo and 12ahikohuru Streams as they used to

The Bepartment has had sevenal meetings with Trust Power and
other stakeholders to address fishery iséucs and we have provided
comments on the draft Assessment of Environmental Effects. We will

also be making full submissions at the hearing of the applications.

To some it’s a paskime.
To others it's a passion.
To Cortland it’s a way of life.

€€ When {'m out playing wround in my favourite King
Country steams, £ can't go pesit Go;rln.ad’s Clear Creek
Blyline. It tums over dry flies and nymphs with ease, giving
you superh presentation m-atl conditions. The dulk c-live
colow reduces line ftash whem casting, puttmg the odds back
with the an.gler when fishing low water sﬁnmer—(hxough

awnmn. ,’

Muxe PAVIS, Breshwater Speciafist,
FishCicy Limirad, Hamileon

e

Spomors of the
NZFly Fishing Team

See yaur local Cartland pro shop for all the
Jatest information on Cortland fly lnes, in
ow: Free new brochure in stere new:.
Distribuced by Baugjus joinsen & Co.

o -
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ake ngling

Seminars

Due to the success of last years lake fishing
seminars held in January 2089, we decided
10 make these an annual event. In spite of the
sucvess though we were unsure exactly how
many mor¢ people would be keen to listen
10 three fishery staff wik abow fish and
fishing again this year We necd not have

worried. This year's seminars proved as
successful § not niore so than last year. In
wotal approximatcely 280 people atiended,
130 av Kinloch Marina and 150 at the
Motuwoapa Motor Camp. One gentleman at

Glenn Maclean passes on Hps to some
af the 150 peaple at Motuoapa and 130
eople at Kinlex$o.

Sigres acleertising the winter angling semt
sezrs Hasle gee n erecicd at fpofindar angling
S acesss points on the Tongarie and

Tararanga faney rivers

the Kinloch seminar informed us that he had
wtavelled down from Whangaparsoa (north

of Auckland) thai morning and was driving,
back immediately afier the seminar.We hope
he found the trip worthwhile.

Needless 10 say. we will be running the
seminars again, which are designed te
provide angleys with the basics o trolling on
Lake Taupo. The dates and times will be
advertised and published in the November
issue of rget Taupo andl an local boat
TN PS NCXL SUMmEE.

This coming winter we will also be
running two similar £.v fishing semi-
nars designed to improxc the suceess
of beginning or visiting anglers on
Taupo rivers. These will be held at the
‘Jongariro National Trout Centre
south of Turangi on Sunday 3 Tune
and Saturday 21 July s:tarting at 10
am. Each session will last appioxi
matcly two hours, so bring a deck
chair.



Mighty River Power Consents

Maay readers of Yarget Taupo will have
followed the resource consent process in
which Geaesis Lewer has been involved over
the past two years for the ‘longarico Povver
Developmem (see page 45): For those with a
bent towards natuial resource managrmem,
partcularly as if afects the aquatic ¢aviron-
ment and the Lake Taupo fishery, Mighty
River Power is ualso aboul 10 also lodge
resource consem applications which cover
fake Taupo and the Waikato River. Its appli-
cations scek a much greater degree of opera
tional flexibility. The new consents sought
would allow Mighty River Powertohold Lake
‘laub>o higher for longer, greater minimum
and maximum levels on all Waikato River
dams and a greater degree of flexiibility for
ramping rates within the Waikato River.

The Department, iwi, pubfic interest groups
and loczl authoritics have been working with
varying degrees of success with Mighty River
Power over the past few years in order 10
understind its cequirements and what the
clfects: of its resource consents might be on

SpORTING LiFE - TuraNG))

“The Anglers Eldorado”

i IS
Website: wwuw'.spertinglife-turangi.co.nz
Email: sport.life@xtra.co.nz

», Sporting Life Turangi .

Graham and Kathy
The Mall, Turangi DORION
COUNTRYLIFE

Telephene: (07) 3868996
Fax: (07) 3866559

(ake Taupo and the Waikato River. The
Department of Conservation is concerned
that there is a sigaificant lack of mfotination
about the effects on the enviroament of the
existing opcration let alone the proposcd
increases in operating regimes

An important cvoling national debate
surrounding major resource consent applicas
tions of this type is how much comsideration
should be given 10 the staie of the environ-
ment that exsted prior to the schemes for
which consent renewals are now soughe.
‘Ihese schemes were established undee quite
different legisbtion which 0ok a much
different view of cnvironmenwl effeas.
Mighty River Power is in essence assuming
that the current lake level managemem and
river flow regimes are the stanting point when
assessing the potential imopact of the consents
applied for. The Department acknowledges
that the surictures are in place and in most
cases should continue but beizeves thai this
does not mean curcem operating regimes
must nedessarily continue if serious adverse
environmental effects arc appaent

‘Ihe Departmem of Conservation has ideati-
fied its key concerns 10 Mighty River Power,
They include the lake level regime, which may
adversely affecuhabitat on the margins of Liake:
Taupo.The loss of the world class trow Ishery
in the Wakato River near Huka Ledge in the
upper Waikato River and the loss of this area
for uout spawning from Lake F2upo arc al:xy of
concern. In the Waikato Rivver below Acatiatia
dam right through to the coast. inte rnational ly
sighificant wetlands and the species that
depend on this habitat have been damaged
through the operation of the existing scheme
with the pewential for funlier impacts from
the new operating regime being sought.
Mighty RiverPoweris lodging its consents at
the end of March. Forthesce with an interest
in the process or its outcomes, becoming
involved is not difiicult, Community groups
such as Takes and Waterways in Taupo, local
angling clubs, Wild Fowlers €lub, Fish and
Game and ageacies such as the Department
will all be involved and are generally very
happy to have individuals with an interest on
board or 10 help where an individual wishes
10 pursuc their own position in the reseurce
ConseNl Processes.

The Genesis Power resource conseat process
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T level of Lake Tuupo is has produced some valuable conununity and Power appiication has the potential to

deternlrner! by natterat cavironmental outcomes though a number of achieve similar outcomes with full commu-
mflow's and MEgivy issucs sull require resolution. Mighty River qity invohement.

Rlver Power's apierdtion

of the Taupo contrel

gales.

Private Land Adjoining
Kaimanawa Forest Park

HE public is renminded that there are large areas of private land in the cenreitl high country
adjoining Kaimanawa and Kaweka Forest Pirks This land is leased to a aumber of private
companics involved in air transport and wilderness tourism activitics such as trout fishing
and huating,
There has been a long history of appareat uarestricted public use of much of this private land.
Many peopl e, mistakenly; believe some form of public right exists on hese lands. We wish to make
it very clear to all wsers of Kainumawa and Kaweka Forest Patks that this is nor the case. Pror
permission must be obtained from the lessees of this land before vou may legally access such areas

Failure 10 do so constitutes an offence against the Trespass Act, or. if fircarms are invol ved. the Wild

Antimal Control Act. Please respect the rights of the owners and lessees of this land .

For funther inforination on land boundasies and adjacent owners or lessees please contact

Departmer of Censervation Nurang! /Qapo Area office stecff in Turangi or Tuie po
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aupo Fishery Expertise
Helps Out in Fiordland

As patt of resoutce consent renesaals for the
Manapouri hydro scheme, Meti Encrgyand
Southland Fish and Game wish 10 know how
the seheme affeas the trout and satmon

spawning mgrations in the Waiu River Four
different species and varieties of trout and
sulmon nun this fiver Phere are two types of
brown trout: those that spead their eatire life
@ freshwater and those that, like saimon,
spawn in freshwater but spead most of their
life in the sea (searun browa trout) “fhere me
albo river esident minbow wrout and recently
chinook salmon.

Pushed by the urge ro spawn. these fush migrate
up the Witiau River 1t is no casy teip though.
Afiter having escaped the anglers they next
face the Mararoa weir which diveres water
from the Macaroa River into fake Manapouri.
This weir is eqQuipped with a fsh ladder 1o
permit the fish to nugrie featherupstnam. At
the top of the fish ladder there is a Jish tmp
where the: fsh are procxessed in a similar way as

in ‘Taupo belore being released upstream.
Howerver this is notthe end of their problems
Indeed, the fow upstream of the weir can
change direction and it is possible the Jish may
@t conficsed as to where 10 g0 1o reach their
spawning grounds (see Target laupo issue 34)
The overall suecess of the spawning may there
fore¢ be swrangly influenced by how “user
friendls" the tish ladder is and how ahe fish
colre with the changes in direction,
‘These questions will be addressed by wsing

radio-tracking technologs Esscaually this

involves catching the fishin the aapand firing
them with adio transmiuers. The fish are then
tnmsported back downstreant and tracked as
they returtt back towmd the Mararea weir ‘1Tic
pattern of movement in the vicinuy of the fish
laclder wilk provide information on hovw casy
they nd the enttance to the ladder if they
move in a consistent maaner i<l dont spend
mach time immediately downstream of the
ladder then the ladder s working effectively,
However if Wy spend a long period milling
aound below the weir it will mean that some-
thing is not Quite right in the design or opera
tion of the tadder

The adiotagged fish that tind the ladder and
get tapped again will be jeleased upstream of
the dan and tackedd by oot and plne as they
migrate to the spawning sites 1o see how they
coPe with the changes of fiow direction when
it occurs,

Initiatty the emphasis will be on sca.ua brown
wout. which a1¢ the most prized spedc:s
Furthermore, the tocation of their spawaing
grounds is not wll kaown. Sowehland Fish and
Game' with the supportt of Mesidian Energy will
be caerying ot the ficldwotk but has zskeed for
the assistance and expertise of Dr Michel Dedual
from the)aupo Bshery in the early stges of the
«xperiment; esbecially for the inscttion of the
tags and mdthods for kzicking the Ash. Itisalso a
vatluable xxperieace for Michel working with
spedes not found inTaupo and in a unigue part
of New Zealand Wé willkeep you updatext with
the eestits of this ieresting projesct

Owe ItTo Yourself...

ity

WE DELIVER FREE NATIONWIDE

For aver 100 years we've been outfitting New Zealand anglers -
with the finest tackle from around the globe - Sage, Simms, Hardy,
Kilwell, Scientific .-\nglorx, Lamson, Teeny, Umpqua and more.
So whether you're just starting out or an old hand come in and see
us for tackle and advice that's second to none.

Queen 5, Aucklond Ph 09 379 0254  Broadway, Palmerston North Ph 06 358 6377  Willis St, Wellington Ph 04 472 0485

Outdoors
Estoblished 1889

service(@tisdalls.co.nz
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The Moerangi's classic
lines including pointed
stern makeber very
distinclite on {dlze
Lutipe

Images of the Taupo Fishery
Moerangi - ‘sleeping skRy’

Whea thinking about boats, people and
Places that have a special association with
theTaupo tishery it is hard 0 go pastithe 95
year old Logan lauach. Moenmgi. Fifteen
vears ago well known Taupo family, the
Pointons bought the old boat and introduced
her o Lakepo. Since thea she has graced
the lake for thousands of hours. principaily
in pursuit of trout.

Before we discuss her life on the lake it is
worth having a uick look at the colourful
and sometimes mysterious past of this most
mtriguing boat, She was built in Auckland in
December 1906 far a Me Lea Harnett, who
immediately shipped her w0 Whangarei
where she began fereving ol and pasisen.
gers from Whangarci 10 the heads. During
this time the Moerangi

affectionately

beccame
known as theghost™
because of the way she moved

silenuly through the water. Soon after, a well
known game fishing family; the Waldrons
bought her and the Moerwngs god her first
real tsre of fishing. How ever it wasn't until
the CoxSmith feemi quired her in £938
for (25 pounds that things reallys got inter-

cuting Jor the Mocran g W'ith the onset of
the Sccond World War she was fitted with a
machine gun aand began piurolling the
Whangarei coastline in s¢arch of mines lice
war time dutics extended 10 transporting
stores 10 vl establishments up and down
the coast, running to Sail Rock for brea gun
firing practice and fcrying salvaged gold
bullion from the sunken Niagara hack 10
Whangarci.

1n 1975 the Pointon family brought her 0
Yaupo. Originally, she didlivde work until ¢o-

owner Steve Pointon took aninieresl in trout

fishing After hall a dozen tishing tips in 3
C:iends dinghy, Steve decided it was time to
get the Hoerangi out on the lake and
catching fish. lic adrais te suffering the
usual frustrations of any beginnerangler imd
is thankjul that his skills and success have
improved.a fact he simply: puts down to time
spenton the water Nowanlays, the Mocerangl

speads nmuny hours chasing trout and s a
cegular feature in the western bays. Monday
is Steves day oft; so like a lot of us he goes
Ashing He and a mate board the Voerwar gi in
the Taupo Boat Harbour at 5:30 a.int every
Monday and head for the western bays
where they fish until 10
o'clock at night.

Steve esti-
mates thin Moeran gl
sees about 2000 fish landed every
year. Again. he hastens o add, “lt wasa’t
alwayslike this”
‘The higgest wout caught on the W oarangr is
ve 121b (5.5Kg) riinbow
by Steve in 1999 fom Whangaiui Bay. You
may have scen it displayed in his fither's

local mepswear shop. While Steve eruised
around the lake Front chating about the boat
and fishing, he proudly recalled one of his
best evening's fishing on the ifoervingi 1n
spring 1999 he and a fhicnd Linded four fish
weighing a total of 321b.(14.5kg) all caught
between Acada and Jerusalem Bay All in all

an impressive fishing history considering the
MHoerengi has only beena recreational firmily

fishing boat.



Stetre Pointon, 10¢ frerson
behind the Moerangl

With Steve's growing interest in
n that

{ishing and the realisat

the Meeraxtgl was a true classic,
the family deeided to give her a
total retit. Over an | lmopth
period professional Taupo boat
builders Bernie and Joe Dale
beautifully restored her to near
original condition with 1he help
of family and fricnds. The entire
cabin top was removed and
replaced with maliogany beams
and maranti ply and new teak
decks were added. Traditional

(ini
brass portholes and varnished interior deck
beams, make the Meerangi a sight to belzold,
inside and outThe old 40hp BMC diesel was
replacedwitha 100hp 3BToyou Landcruiser
motor, mariniscd by Yamaha. Steve was a bit
worried that the increased horsepower
would make trolling at slow speeds difficult

hing, including polished

He installed a trolling valve that allows the
engine (o run ata constant 1100 revs butlets
the clutch intentionally slip o give low revs
at the drive shaft and propellerThis allows
him to troll at vinually any speed down to
one to two knots. A very handy feawre on a
40ft boat used exclusively for trout tishing,

The Moercangi recently feaured in a Boating
New Zealand article written by Mike Humer.

Milee Stent—
The Fy & Gun Shop, Taupo

www.umpQqua com

Upon reading the arlicle. the son of the late
Hughic Cox-Smith, who had skippered the
Mecrungt during the war, wrore to the
Peinton family expressing hisdelightat seeing
the old beat agait
inecresting storicsand first hand history of the

The ictter contained some

boat. One s®ory in particular teok our fancy,
and is testament to the scaworthiness of the
boat. Alan CexSmith writes,“l would like to
relate a trip from Whangarci to the Bay of
Islands.When we got 10 Cape Brete the'south-
wester which had been abow 20 knots
increased to 50 plus and the tide turned and
Kicked up a big ugly breaking scaIlvey were
coming down the deck and breaking on the
whecelhouse The dinghy was lashed down up
by the mase,broke free and disap-
peired in a welter of foam. The
motor was wide open and we

didn't make any headway for 3
hours wntil the wind dropped in
the evening, We were a pretty

Fishing the TaurangaX.2upo river requires a
diffecent serategy to the Tongariro, especially when
the tiver is low You need wo ceally deacive rhe large
wintee cun trout I fish with 2 small Umpqua brad
bhezd Bomber o rbeadliead Haces Ear and always
with Umpqua Bresdver leades on tippet lines. Face
faces Ir's silly not o spend whac litele birextia on
yeur leader eor tippet line 10 give yourselfthat extra
chane: that the trout ean't see vour leader in a

_ small clear civer like the
Tauranga-Taupe.

1O. Box 30355 LowaR MUTG, WELLINGTON,
NE® Zr-AtANT: T2t 94-570.1244, Fax 04-570-1277
TRADT EN@LiniEs ONLY

@2

tired crew when we finally got
into Russell

sing speed of 810
ritnal Monday

lishing trips to the wescern bays
cost him around $23 in diescl
(plus a bit more for refresh
mcents). A qualiy relit to a classic
like the Moerangi dotsn't come
cheap but Steve is Srmly of the
opinion that if it's worth doing,
it’s worth doing well.An uGiude
that resonates around the entire
boat. Next time you're on the
lake, look out for the Mecrangi
and give her wave. Hepcefully she
will he charming her way around
lake Taupo for many more years
10 come
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&) Evrol Cuddry
Eryol is Progranune

Mcoreuger Visitor Assets
and is responsible for
visitor facilities fncluding
racks and signs, habitat
maintenonce wnd the
day to da)t operarion of
the Tongarivo National
Trout Centre within the
Tawpro Fishery Ared.

The Visttor Asset
Mamageneri t Programne
ensus that the feor-
dridges across tie
Tongarire River are sf e
0 use.

Visitor Asset Management
Programme (VAMP)

The Visitor Asset Management Programme
(VAMP) is a groups of procedures Pollowed by
the Department of Conservation to ensurc
that visitor facilitics are safe. appropriatcand
ctficienly managed.

Every hu, struciure, track and sign thae is
providcd and maintained for visitors to land
managed by the Department is cnalogued in
dcuil on computer and then programmed
for regular inspection by engincers 3.nd suit-
ably qualficd DOC staff, depending on the
assigned priority. The inspections are record
cd and recommendations made regarding
maintenance requirements and the uggsency
of emed il work or closure or removal.
Area Manmagers in cach conservaney are
responsible for the asscets in their arca. A
Conscenvancy Programme Supcervisor keeps
an overview of all of the asscts in the
Conscrvancy and liaises with the VAMP team
running the national progrmmme from
Wellingron.

The Taupo fishery arca has fewer visitor
asscts than other areas in the Tongario

Taupo Conservancy but evenso there are 29
stractures canging from boardwalks to the
Major Jones and Red Hut swing bridges.
three buikdings, 105 signs, 27 tracks toualling
nearly 40Kkin, 17 car parks and six roads of
ncarly 10km.

Inspection data s recorded on a handheld
computer containing pick lists of descriptiste
terms for cach feanure. Measuremenrs can he
added whizre required and the dau logger is
conncected to a portable geographic post
tioning system (GPS) to provide map refcr
cnees of features, and asscrs. The little
“gisSmo” stores a surprising amount of data,
which is downloaded into the anional
computer system at the end of cach trip.
Lngincers' drawings, sketches and photo-
graphs can beadd ed where necessary,

A simple sign, for cxample indicating
maaglers' access”, will have its nuinber, map
references, type of message, matcerials,
mcthod fixed, dimensions, method set in
ground. and maintenancey recommendations
recorded along with a photograph.  Lacgser




To help you meet the challenge... é

RIO is the Trout Specialist

signs, tracks and structures hive more detail
depending on their classilication - which
depends in turn on location. number of visi-
tors using themuand the type of user.

Qure angling tracks are classitied as “hack
country agventurcr” (BGA) or tramiping

andards are less than
fixe theTongariro Nation:

witcks. The specilicd s
I'Trout Centre witlk

ways, which are classified "day visicor™.
Standards sct for any class of trick can be
exceeded but not redaced. For example our
angling tracks ave cleared widerthan the one

metee spereiticd for BCA nacks ineccogn
of the faci th

wnglers carry fishing rods.

However the standards are auhitained only
while the migjority: of anglers use the tick.
which is why the fishery tiicks miay become
owergrown during sumnier.

The progratnic is excellent for tracking the
management, usefulness and safety stans of
VisSitor aseets over time but does not absolve
us from checking toicks, bridges and build-
ings after storms. floods. gales, earthquakes
and volcanic eruptions, and temorarily
bypassing: the aystem to make immediate
repairs to protect an asset, Rest assurcd
public safery is parumount - remember how
the Major Jones bridge was closed immiedi-
ately afier the 1998 foods took out two sway
wires and then kept closed on cngineer’s
advice until these were repaired.

I you comic across a DOC structure you fecl
is unsafe or wish to report somie damage
there is a Feee 0800 number that you should
call to initinte appropriate action, The
numher is G800 999 005.

Aquatic Weed Research

The Department of Consenvation is currenty
investigating what existing and  potential
impacts agquinic weeds could have on the
ecology of Lake Taupe and the teout lishery
With the recent discovery of Egceria densa (a
type of oxygen weed widespread through the
Waikito and Bay of Plenty lukes) in theTaupo
harbour, the Pepartment bas contracred

NIWA sciemists to undertake a survey of
Lakes  Taupo. Rotoaira  and
Otamangakau. This survey will idenrify what

Kuratau.

weeds are present and where and how they
are impacting on the lakes ecology and
bery. Additionally SNIWA will produce a
threat assessmient identifying which aquatic
weeds present within New Zealand but ner
yet found in Lake Taupo might

bave the most serious impiact on
Like Taupo. A detailed report
the survey snd any implic:

for Lake Taupo will be presented
in the next issue of Zeaget ferfo

WindCutter
‘Iylines

WindCuwr Iy fines
have 2 vivvue ta ey
designesk to help the
distaw achiesebeathilong
dimane pnd light pees~
untaeon in windy coowdle
tions Fly fichors
wsing RI®'s
WindCutter

by viisescan

ke tp cases

sith Justthe
v of the cod
for a wery taght
hoop yat Fer djytance,
use the thick belly o0 1oad slhe hyst svctnn of madosn
araphite 7245 The WindCuitber his bren wod by wimuee:
o it <psuiny Soumameits, Cadowr; Camo Ceeen,

Fly Fishings.Creative Speciati:

NAPIER

A dngh burf armancet iy
Jinc desigaed to beext
your distaike casting
Created with big water
My Bicheirs wt ming,
LnngCast ks also exuel-
lent as a Bencral dr
v, nsmph anid
sutamae ¥ Jine
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positive tapey
whish provids
a ddynarnic
casung walccter )
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naws Joop sag ths siding in castiing wiha Tvops while
congerving liae envegy and ceducing wind scssiancee
‘T'he EongCast was uisd h¥ winners of milos castang
wurnzments duriig 199798, Cabowr: Ligh gecn

in Leaders Tippet Materials & Custom Fly Lines™
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Lresion dewnstrecn of
the {iydro Pool threal
ened nearby houses

Underway

Work (0 Irotect the truc left baak ot the
Tongariaro helow the Hydro Pool has begun
‘he works, which are bdang undertaken for
the Taupo District Council, ire necessary to
stabilise 250 metres of creding river bank to
protect a numbcer of properties between
Koura and Kutai Streets.

The works involve placing large rocks to
form a sloping revetment similar o that
dowastream of the State Highway One
bridge. Filling will occur behind the revet
ment to recliim some of the hank lost to
crosion. la order 1o undertake the work,
which has to be completed before the cad of
Maich so as not to impact on trout making
theirspawning migrations, it is necessary to
divert the Tongariro River down the old
flood chaanel below the Hydro Pool.
Initially it was proposed to cxcavate the
food channcl

4 major way to capture the
flow but the Bepartment of Conservation
expressed concemn that major mexlifcation
of the tail of the Hydro Pool might theeaten

ongariro Protection Works

its long term existence.As a conscquence the
mouth of the chaanel has only been lowered
to the cxisting water height and a bund
across rhc main river used 1o divert water
down the flood chanacl. This has the effieet
of increasing the water height in the Hydro
Pool ¢luring the puriod of the works At the
completion of the project the hund will he
removed so that the wuer returas o the
normal channel under low Hows.

It was also agreed to line the rip-rap with
stones out of the dver to minimise the visual
inteusion of the work ‘The Department is thi:
manager of the marginal strip adiacent o the

work and as part of our agreement 0 work

occursing on the strip we asked that a
proposed stop bank runaing adjacent to the
revetment he built at the same time rather

than later as i ly pianned.'The work will
require exwensive disturbance o the site,
which will be reyegetated at the completion
of the project and it scemed a pity to have to

rear this up [ater on to build the stop bank.




To undericee the work a
bund was used to diver!
1he Tongasiro Rivesr down
e ofd flovd clarneel
hefow tbe HHvdro Peof.
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Team Profile

MANDI GOFFIN

Mandi s Ihe Taupo lishery leam's
aasest recruil, filling the posivon ot
Programme  Manager  Licensing and
Conmunu

v Reluions. following the
retrement of Shirley Oates. This posi-
tion invohes administration of the:
fishing licence: systeme sececlamil
support, miising public an-arencss 1nd
puhlicuion  production  includingt
Torget ki po Lar the'Paupo lishe'ry ween
During the 19008, Mandi lived ia
xtcious locations around the Cenral

Plateau includiag lavhaagaroa m the
Western Bays,  Raegataua.  and
NMangatcpopo,  where the family was

imolved ia the tmbher indlustry: Oki

habits dic hard a.nd she hopes 10
resume her inlcrest ia owdoor g€y
ties pursucd durin g this lime meluding
Inmting. fishing nd tramping.

Mandi has returned 10 Tucangi lrom
Micldanil. wheere: she held sarwous
manageeial posilions mostly in the
heahh arxd fitness industry. A quahiled fitness
instructor and ex body huilder she s also a
personal teriner part time atthe Tocal gym.so
watcll out Oishesey tein!

Her other interesas wwhen tink: prmits are
ink-rior sdecordting. phijosophy. reading,
drawing and design :md cooking spicy tood
As a “people porsim” Mandi looks torward to
the challenge that this position will prosicle,
vspeccially with regand 0 the developmaenl of
the advocacy roles of The Tongarine Niational
Trow Centre

STANLEY BOOY

Stnley has tempoorily 1sken over Joa

Palmer's posiium as Pregraninie Managcer -
survice for the’upo Fishery Aecit while Jon
is away on secondmient Stundey’s job
igvoh'es plmaing and scheduling all the
respurces for the prograsumes and projects
undenaken and providing finanvil senices
and administrative support (o the arsi

Stmley ofiginales firom the Netherlaads.
There he studied indseape achiteaure and
environmental managementAfter his stadies
Staniey n

lise:d o 10 year dren by immi
grating 10 New Zaatand with lus wife Rarrin
Seanlev started with the Depanment in May

2000 us a voluatcer. Among other thmgs e
developed a mymagement plan for the
‘Tokwitnu Stream and designed the: pirking
arca for ihe historic whinf in Tokainu. As an
assistnt for Geeg Cardvon, the Consenancy
Phomncec he was involved in various ppojects
I'rom Noveniber 2000 until the awl ol
Jamuary 2001, Stanley worked on iritici
Matangi Islaad in the Hauriki Gulfias an assis
LNt supemisor on 1 viceding project.Ttwis
a wenderful expesivmne 10 have worked on 2
sanetaary island clos¢ w0 many e aad
encangered plants andd animal species’

Stanley is very cager to letm mord imd
strives for good results.bothiin his johand in
spons. With his
he:

m the Rainbew Runndrs

hit-we-d a cemvudable n:sulcin the Greal
Luke Retay 2000, Other actdsitics Stanley
cnjoys are eyeling, ruaning and pliying
squish, Whea not phtically active, he loses
10 read about plants and mnthing that has o
do with Jandsscaping

Sutnley's English has improvied markedly
viith coaching from DOC staff, evea if e lid
take xome time: to maienstrnd what heing
1L Stk we had w hite
our tongue when lhe Olvmpics were on

someonc's gopher ny

lcast Stanley rennnded us of the success
hemy enjedcd hy the Dutch team.



Tauranga-Bupo Fishing
Lodge i

Lake Taupo « New Zealand
Right next te the
Tenranga Taupy River

® Motels - Cahins - Camping Ground ===
@ Licensed Restanrant & Bar

® Fish cleaning reom & fixezes

@ Fishing guidc available

Ph: (07) 386 8385 @ Fax: (#7) 386 8386
Hosw: Kevers Irene, Chiri's & Rachel.

F&G 335

The Store - Te Rangi Ita

gateway to the famous

Tauran%a - Taupo River
* Comprehensive fisfong ta kle shop, hise waders, guide
* Hungry trout cafe home cooking. cappucing, expresav,
yummy breakfast. lunches
* Pletrol diescl and swell steckeed grocerics.
Stella & Pete
Pl (07} 386 8953 Fax: (07) 386 0497

GUIDED
FLy FISHING

on the Mighty Tongariro River
& Lake Taupo Tributries
Full Tuition & Quality Takle
with
KEN DRUMMOND
PHONE (07) 386 0411
P.0. BOX 186 TURANGI

Email.fly-irors@airacans
MIMBER: NZ PROFESSIONAL GUIDES ASSN.

JTﬁ\t E

TUHANG' SMOKEHOUSE

and DELI
Trout MAF invpectedsnd
Smoking 4proned prevaises.
R Worl i eves Mot smoke
Just brag it inl 0ehilitue, Voim
— Home kilf VJ PiKEU fun Vx| eoicd
processing availsble dieulife
Smoked S - Avsilablecstock

Vemzon salmis (x wvours, whole o <loed)
Chickuns; xua $(samokex| &oeakcd ready levat)
: Sstoon (heit ov cold nekcd)

(slicod & Interbeaied Packs)
(slicrd & In¥eelenved Pockcs)

d & inturleaved Packs)

G \nison ranal leaf (sonkid neadysta oat)
Miuldlc bovon (double wmakid, sUpech fas.olr

ORDERS: Phone/Fax (07) 386 0235
or A (0 86 8454

A moare compreh

BiG Nwz

* Novice —= Master
- tocal or Back Country
* Al Gear Supplied

For ”Sl'mply the Best” Adventire
Let UsGuide Yiou
Phone/Fax: (07) 378 4514
e-mail: ian@wildesness.co.nz
PO Box 1725, Taupo, NZ

To advertise in the Taupo
Field & Stream Directory and reach 12,000
annual fishing licence holders,
contact Peter Mclntosh on (09) 579 3000

er Rafting offers y.
y fishing on isclated
sus lunch and all tror
fi ight hour wil

Tongariro

River Rafting
PO Box i

Tura

Creel Tackle H ouse,,

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Tax 07 386 7929

FLV FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS
© Quality fly tying materials

@ Hire tackle

©® Open 7 days

Central North Island Agents for:

|In [ (i

\,

ith Boyg,

KE TAUFO
4

il |

Organising a fishing trip or ge
with Iricnds?

W have self-conrined geonndioor swconumdation

withaththe bome cemfu1s and e nitis s Just ofil
Stue fligzhwavOne, 10Ems north v Turang
Overtooks Lake Taupe OFL” streel par king for your
Doxt ind vehitles Minuvies to Moteoapi Masna and
Famoos fishinE rivers. Meals available if rognica|
2h07 386 5266 Fax 07 386 5270 |
= cmail mereitith bense@xtra.co ur r/

Pkl ands

MOTOR LLODGE
TURANGI

MOTEL COMPLEX,
CONFERENCE CENTRE, MOTORHOME PARK

31 Comigslable Accomodalion Unes sot in 7.5 acies of
Partdang « Conterence Hatl and equipment awiilauic » 20 poin|
Mota e Park and amenities Bteck o I.ocscd Reslaurant
anu bar « Wheelchalr aecess - swamming 9ot » Teanis eeurt »
Pnvate SpiI POOS « S3una - Games ¢00m » Extensive Coldren’s
gtaysraa * Guest 8wy ¢ Drywng reem lor sking & Mike
quipsmeat « 100m G off chyping rande « Onsate - fiSnreem
smakehoose « Amplaboat & Car parking « Pilvate Helicopiers
wttcome » Trowt dishing, whitewater railing & dévzr huniing
Quider arrangdd

CNR STATE HIGHWAY ONE AN ARANDRI STR « P& BOX 132 «
G« NEWZEALAND PHONE:07388- 713 RX: 073387500

€800 Glodg (0800456 284) Website:t/f pridandscanz

» Right on the Banks of the world famous
Tongariro River
* Inexpensive riverside acoommenfation
Doubles hom 545 per niglht.
* Lige shanzd Kil(hc*n]d[ninimom with all faciliries

TV l-unge with open fue aad sun decks
+ bishing Guides available

15 Taupehi Road, Turangi,
New Zealand

Ph (07) 3868-150

' WAIORANGA
SPORTS &
TOURS

Specialising in:-

* Fresh & Satiwater Fishing Tackl

¢ Fishing Trips ;

* Hunting Excursiens 2
Opent dam Fux Juhiing

Wil haen s

(147 Tongariro St
Taupo,New Zeaiand
Ph/Fax: 0-7-378 3714, A/H 0-7- 378 7916

(Member N2 Podfessions! Guiles Aknoruitear)

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENGE

Specialising in o flyfishing elake fishing

o tuition e ali tackle provided

Phone: {07) 386 8621 Fax: (07) 386 8622
Email: churchfinservices@xtra.co.nz
PO Box 184, Turangi




Fuy Fistiens P,

Moruoara TURANGI
MoToR CAMP CAsms &

© Lahe o - ( HoLipay

SaywRNa!  ATP  FE PaARK
: {S]i &ﬁ:e&:ramm s S *"”"Tﬁa;g
R b | oS
Focltes ok Kickew, Oting 1, | Fowes oz

+Tinan «BBAamx «TBle Timbs
DMy 28 T 2103 + Tekphone

/ UTE* L/CARAVAN PARK

ahanui, Taupo

ed un
Smoker

Dream location on the banks
of the Tongariro River

Rossibly che closest accetmnedaiien 10 the most
productiive gevt fskery in NZ, Gansr ous sixed
origina fihcrman’s bachZhouse.only seconds
foom caich (o pan. Propurrics widh such foc min,
Lotorion, lcation tarely sppear on the marker bue
ttiix one s now offiercd 31 GvS215.900+28%.

viie wwwiroutfishingcabin.co.nz
or phone 06 385026 ah

* Al standards of
accomedation
from $25 per night
per person

* Self catering focilities
and BBQ areas

» Fire side Bar

* A La Carte Restaurant

* Micro Brewery

* 5pa & Sauna

» 'We'll even cook
your catch!

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106

> TONGARIRD

I \.\\l“-

&
ACCOMMDDATION

|

= ONLY %,
RIVER < 520.00,, 2
FISHING" =

per night
*’#uﬁ‘s

Ph: (07) 386 5441 evenings
273 Taupahi Rd, Turangi

Fishing Guide
Ron Horton

# Hondy fo m
w Ski feld 50 mintes
u 20 mi inutes Lu

blufios & tets
Pbune/l‘ux. (07) 386 8963
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Lietle Waihi. Tel: (07) 386 801 t
P.O.Box |1, Tokaanu. Fax:(07)386 7513

Budget piiced
AXCOMMOURON.
big em cemfert
and senace,
@0y $17 per
nighe gyests
supplyoan
linen. Freeaes
2116 <) smokey,
Stadge senvce 10
faveurte Aihing
passies. Enpoy
one of purfree
dessevus every
night Gldes
2nanged

Call Clint or Janeve Green
for booking or quote.
Ph/Fax [07) 386 8281

bellbird@reaporg.nz

Tuangi

Wmt_er & Sprmg
Fishermen

Fully furnished
three bedroom
cottage
Sleeps up to 6.Walking distance to
Hinemaiaia River and rivermouth
Tariff $75 night —~ Deposit required
ph 07 377 6488 o 07 3782220
JohnWilliamson
Avarlable: May 25 -August 14
September 12 - December 15

ANG SP,
o ‘,\Sﬁ 5(74
"

_f}«'ﬁfrl"

River or Iiake Fishing (haif /fuil day)
Specially Winter Nyahing
Lvening / Night fishing

Novice or Experienced Anglen

All Equizmem Supplied

* % % % ¥

Mobile: 021 638 242
Tel: 07 386 0635 ov: 07 377 G035
2lishtaupo ®xtra.co.nz
POYOX 1588, Taupo, NZ




The single biggest problem faced by all boat
builders is the surface boats travel over is
variable, none more so than New Zealand
conditions. Many designs are for inland water
ways and lakes. Others are for recreational
water sports and high speed pursuits. They
say all boats are a compromise. Well there is
one brand that is not. Haines Hunter Boats
are built and designed for New Zealanders
to get the best out of our unique conditions.
A hull designed to perform like no others.
Built so strong it carries a 5 year warranty. A

ride that can be desecribed

only as the “Haines Hunter”

e’,stuor"
.
i ride for it is this feature

that sets the platform for a

great boat. The ride is paramount. Comfort
for the passengers, less stress on the
boat itself let alone your precious and
expensive marine electronics, fishing or

dive gear or infact all the kit you need to

carry for a full day or more on the water.

Every Haines Hunter share this ane
secret...The Ride. We would love you come
in and talk to us or our dealers about

Haines Hunter...They are our pride and joy.

HAINESJHUNTER

T HE S BEGE'R ET 1S 1 N T- H E R 1 B E
Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, & Cawley Street or P. 0. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland, New Zealand. Phone 09 579 9661, Fax 09 525 0173. FREEPHONE 0508 HAINES

CRESCENDO HH12%



coLuUmBia STONEY CREEK LEATHERMAN FENWICK

LANDROVER
SHYITTIM IN Y

Outdoorsman Headquarters

EXPERIENCE NEW ZEALAND’S
GREATEST OUTDOOR OUTFITTERS

SWAZI SCIENTIFIC ANGLERS
IHAONYMS NACOAYIVL
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J7AMNN

z
o
&
z
3
o
a
m
o
z
<
]

ANOG-VYZIHEO

SILVA

SCARPA

<HO0OALNO LYIHD

New Zealand’s largest range of
Hunting & Fishing clothing and

equipment at all year best prices

EARTH SEA SKY
ANOWHVYD

ROTORUA - ‘& | Open 7 Days
Ph:07-345 9333 Tarawera Road, Rotorua

MACPAC WOODMAN MAGLITE SHIMANO
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