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INNO TIDN 
BALANCING KILWE LL TRAD I T I O N & TECH N OLOGY. 

Ki/we/l's new flyrod gets 
the big 'thumbs up' 

Herb Spannagl, 
angling enthusiast, author, says ... 
"The first thing I noticed was how smoothly the rod 
loaded and then unloaded without any noticeable tip 
oscillation. During false casting it held up all the 32' 
foot belly and the additional 25' rear taper without 
struggling." / 

·" 
Hugh Mcdowell, A ngling 

Adventures, says ... 
/ "First, a confession: Having been 

"slinging string" for about half a 
century l thought myself capable of 

deciding the best line weight for any fly 
rod simply by feeling the action in the shop. 

"On the water the rod handled any length 
of line without folding up o r even 
hemorrhaging under maximum load." 

"Everybody was very impressed 
how a seemingly stiff rod could 
be so responsive. While good 
casting is largely dependant 

But r must say I was a bit surprised to find 
this rod handled the suggested #6 line better 

than the # 7 I'd already decided in my head would 
be correct one to use ... " 

on good technique this 
rod made that a much 
more enjoyable 
experience. 

. / 
,./ "In general I rhink you are to be congratulated on 

having such a superb range of fly-rods, not just the 
"Innovation" alone but also the "Presentation" series. All of 

them are truly World Class and, I believe, stand proudly 
alongside imported brands costing twice the money!" 

Tony 
Entwhistle, 

renowned South 
Island fishing guide 

says ... "Lightweight' and 
'responsive" are the most 

striking first impressions when 
you pick up these new rods. In the 

Innovation series, Kilwell have set 
out to create rods with a stiffer acrion, 

but which are responsive and very easy 
10 cast. No question they have succeeded 

brilliantly. 
Their responsiveness makes it easier for 

anglers to feel the rod loading with loops char 
are righter and better under control, these rods 
are going to ensure longer and more accurate 
casts. For those anglers who regularly have to 
battle a wind (most of us1), these rods will 
produce the goods. This is a series of rods 
designed for New Zealand conditions with 
New Zealand anglers in mind." 

FISHING 

Graham Pyatt, fishing guide says ... 
.. their fly rods rank right up with 1he very best 

available anywhere · the Presentation series put 
rod building into a class of its own, the overall 
performance of these rods produced the ultimare 
results or so we thought. Now Kilwell have done 
ii again with their Innovation series." 

"Actual casting under real conditions proved an 
absolute delight. The rods were extremely 
responsive and with a somewhat stiffer action 
than their predecessors, made casting extremely 
easy once you've made yourself familiar with the 
rods totally different responsiveness. During 
casting rod loading is extremely easy to the feel, 
loops are tighter and relatively easy to control 
and with all this of course comes accuracy." 

"Overall it is my umeserved opinion, that again, 
Kilwell have come up with a series of rods that 
are world class· in every respect being equal at the 
very least ro any rod available - better than most." 

SHOOTING 
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~}' G'le1111 tfmkt111 

Gfe1111 Is IJJ<• maullger 

oftb,,.n• ... ,•,111.htnul 

mmttt,1ri11g prr1J!.rt1111mt• 

in tbt• li111/H1 I hl><'r)' Arw1 

He Is ttLw> n•.,JHmsible Jvr 

flsh ,•ry ,ull v,a,c:r ,mtl ts 

tb e e<lilor o(lrt~t·I 1tlupo. 

Tou c,vnnlnl or purl oj 

the Hm,r.:,111·/n, t>.vfx•rie1fft•_;, 

The Tongariro River 
- A Charm All Of Its Own 
·111c Tongaruo Rner is lhe mo,1 quoted 

example of a New Zealand river which 
~uffers rrom crowding. Intuitively standing 

,houldcr to ,houl(ler with otlwr anglers 

mu~l renec1 a t:rowd. Ho,H~H·r ''"hen we 
c,plorc the 1,M1c a bu deeper then ,uddcnly 
It ~ not so dt;"Jr nit. 

W'c all know 1hc ~ituation. \V;aitinµ p:.uicmly 

on the bank w:uching a line of our fellow 

anjtlers lucky enough to al read)' h.1, e a spot 

in 1hc pool, \\C: ,nwardlr groan when ret 
.;another car pull, into the c:ar park The 

.anglers ahc:ad of u, l"a:,t and ta'-.c a Mcp and 

fin;dly we 100 have the opportunity lO drift 

our mes throup,h the pool. A couple of fish 

l,11cr it ha." lx~c.·n :1 ttood montin,:: hut if on!y 

1hcrc were fe\\Cr .111~.lcrs i1 would be w 
much beucr. Rut would it really? 

Crowding· w hat do we r eally 
n1can? 

l~,r J lot of u~ the.· "'lte of crowdin~ on the 

l"onJ,:,,triro boils do\\ n to 1hc face 1h:1t ,hanng 

1hc rh·cr wi1h lob of mhe.r ;tnglcr:'I rc:,lricb 

our :ability to c:uch fbh. ·111cTong:uiro River 

h .1bout catching, hiµ 1>rime spawnh1A rain~ 

ho\\,. often in la~t· numbers. ·we c:Apc."<.-1 10 

"cc.· 01hcr angler"' Indeed. I renu:mhcr 

fhhing the upper river one winter·~ morning 

only :1 couple of year~ ago w hen aflcr no1 

,c.'l'in.Et a single: an~ler over several hour:, I 

bcjt;&n 10 :,eriou,I) wonder if I !'>hould aclU· 

•JI) be there. I fell '<>RIC relier"""" fin,11)' 
ano1 her angler anh ed. Thi~ i, a tOlil.11) 

diffc.:rcnt sin.1:ation from fi::,hing a wilc.k·mc» 

,·ivc.:r. Recent research hy C.1w1hron ln1-titutc.­

in :1..-.ociation wil h Fbh and Garn<.' New 

Zc.1.l::md found 1hc.- l'xperiencc o f b.ick 

coumr} a.n{tler, \\·'' dimini:,hed if 1he) 

t·ncountcrcd more 1h;1n one or two other 

:in~lc..·rs on a particular d,I)'. 

A-:- :1 )·oungster !ln:>wing up in Northland, my 

only knowledge of tnnn fi,hing wa~ Ak·:a.ned 

from miding book, Jnd m•gazine, I k•m• 

thal trout wen· \\"Jf) (i,h and ro ca1d1 them 

rc<1mrcc.l :,tt-.ihh :i.nd t.1n:ful casting \\ hen in 

198 i I finally :--tood on lhe b:tnk~ 01 1he 

mi~ht)' Tongariro I \\ ;a:, surpri:--c.-d 10 l!,CC 

pc.·01,re sianding Ionic more than• rod length 

ap.1n Ir) mg 10 catch fi,h a1most at rhe fc..-c.."1 of 

1hc next angler. I w;1~ c,·en mOrt" M1rprbcd 

when these :rnEZlcrl:'I proceeded 10 haul out 

fi:--h after fish. Sc.·cmingly au the ~lllftlcrs 

didn't arrcet the trou1 :u all 111.is ,,":1,0·11rou1 

fi,hmg .c, I had n."ad JbOUI . And that " 1he 

le) Tite Tongariro experience i, h'-.c no 

othc.·r. at least within our fair shore-:-. 

On the Tong,1ri ro our Cdlow :rni:.kr:,, only 

hc..·comc an i!)..,u(· wh('n they arc :1ctu:1lly 

,1andmg where "e \\.ml to fc,h. l '"llunatcl) 

for mo,, of us where \\ c \\ an1 10 fi,h on 1he 
Ton~.ariro come:,, down to whc:re \H' th111k 

we.· h:1vc 1he hcs1 ch:rnce of ca1c.~hin1t, Joe:-. of 

fi,h Simple as 1h:11 

How silly are the:.c fis h? 

Our rc.':,,earch following the: movcmcnl or 
rac.Jio•tagged trout :a.. 1 he)' migrated up the 
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Tongariro sho,,1s that in fact anglers do affect 

the distribu tion or t .-Olll in the river. O ver a 
period of days the 0$h move in to inac<:es-. 
sibk holes :111d under the far bank ,v herc 

tlu:y an: out of reach. Under the cover o( 

darkness or following a f lood the trout move 

ou1 into more vulnerable posit ions. That is 
why the first anglers through a pool each 

morning o ften have the best 

simple fact w as he enjoyed the chance to 

fish and t:tlk with others and to cast a big l ine 

~,s far as he i,ossibly could. Comr.ulcship and 

discussion on 1hc r iverbank betw een 

strangers is a b ig parr of fish ing the river. 

In amongst all these -:rnglcrs there is an occa­

sional person w hose selfish actions detract 

from the c:njoymc1tt of everrone else. I( i.s 

very easy t0 associate bad 

fishing of the day. Needing to 

he o n the ri ver :11 daylight is 

quite foreign to anglers used to 
c._.h:1.:dns summer t rout actively 

fecdins on emcri:dng nymphs 

and dry flies. But these arc 001 

summer t rout. L':arly starts arc; 

nothing new in the Taupo 

fisher)'; old 1cx1s d c1:1il the 

0 11 the 1011gariro 
ottrfellow a11glers 

0 11{y become " " 
issu e w1Je11 the_), 

are actually 

1n:1nners as an inevitable 

outcome when numerous 

anglers share the river. 

However lots o f anglers and 

r>oor behaviour arc not the 

same thing. A poorly behaved 

angler has the same effect 

w hether they share the pool 

sttl11di11g where 
we w,w t to.fish. 

thrill of ,he strike of :1 tro\lt on a wet fly in 

the pre-dawn dark. As a sc:;..-a fisherinan.for me 

Lhc concept of being on the water at dawn is 

entirely natural. it is not the only time w 
catch ilSh but it is t he l.x-:st ti rne. 

That said, t he fish arc still c:Xt l'emely wkr.uu 

to the intru:-ion of anglers in a way rarely 

repcatc<l :inywhcrc else. 'fhis tolcr.tnce is 

fonunate for a lot o f us. Many New 

Zealanders became en thusiastic :H1Alers 

thn:>ugh catching a·longari ro trout. It didn't 

maller that we couldn 't cast very far or 1hat 

the line cmshed down on the water. 

Inevitably a troul took the fl}' and was excit· 

t.:dl)' l:tnded. 1\nd w hat a ll''OUt it was. As our 

skills improved, more and more tmu1 were 

caught. For some anglers the t ime come:-; 

, , 1hen new angling ch:tllengcs bccomt· more 

:tppealing arlcl t hey move dse,vherc. 

Sometimes they can b<; qui te disparaging 

about the Tongariro, forgetting the role it 

played in their formative angl ing days. That ii 

is tillle to move on isn' t a b:td thing. The 

Tong:1ri ro h:1s played her p-a n in starting 

another angling carce1· and :i space is created 

for someone new. 

Who is righ t? 

for the mos:1 pan trout fishing is a sol itar y 

sport or to be shared only w ith a close 

rtiend. I Iowcvcr a big part of fishing I he 

Tongariro is the interaction with other 

anglers. A good cxamJ>le is a friend who 

spcnt 10 years guiding on 1he wilderness 

rivers of t he South Island, the sort of rivers 

that represent the pinnacle o f r iver an~ling 

to moM of us. Each w inter year he would 

arrive to spend a week on thclOngariro. ·n1c 

with one o ther :mglcr or I 0 . 

Such incidents can and do occur an>•w here; 

the (c:uure of the Tongariro is th at the 

acli'ons of a single person tt.:nd m impact on 

numerous m her anglers r.nhcr than just one 
and so attr.t<.'t a lot more comment. 

Fortunately only a till)' minority of people set 

out m be deliberately amagonistic. The vast 

pro portion of incidents on rhc Tongari ro 

arise from misunderstanding:,; or different 

imerprctations over what is accq,tablc 

behaviour. A frequent cause: of consterna· 

1 ion :•rises ovc:r w hat is su fficient s1>ace to 

leave another angler. \Vith 1he hcst of intcn· 

tions anglers have different perceptions 

aboul whether a pool is crowded or not. for 

someone used 10 continually rubbing shoul· 

dcrs on a city street sharing a pool ,vith 10 

other people m:1y be :l very plcasam and 

relaxing setting. Someone else used to not 

~eing another {mglcr on their home rivers 

may fed 1hc pool b overcrowded with half 

this number of people and resent the 

int ruding angler. \Vho is r ight? Is lhcre a 

r ight answer? In many cases there is prob­

ably mor~ than one righ t answer. "l11crc is 

also one:: very definite wrong response. If 

you (eel ;;iggricved but just stand and stcw 

then don·t complain later on. T he vast 

proportion of Tongariro anglers approach :1 

pool with the intention of doing the righ t 

lhing by their fellow anglers. If you don' t 

want to s:1y anything 1ha1 is perfectly okay 

hut >'Ou can't expect the sit ua1ion to change. 

Make :1 pk-a:,;ant approach and usually the 

other angler is only too happy to reach an 

amicable solution. If you arc un lucky and 

they arc totally unhelpful then at least you 

have tried and it is 1hei r actions thal are 



, ,. 

N<.·w Zealand Fly· fishing Te.1111. Sai,e ~pon.sored me with J 

696-3SP rhrcc-pictc tly rod, whkh in my books is arguabl}' 

the ultinutc in tty rod~. T his comment I make with 1 ht.: 

npcrit.:m:c of h:will£. pur<"has-cd my first Sage nearly l 7 )'CMS 

ago •• md having bt.:en in the pooition to try out a r,mge of rods 

sin<:t.:. 

This pan kul.u rod h~1~ tlu.· power for distance c~1sting) the 

scn.::iti\'it)· to pi<:k up the lightc:.1 oftJke~. which i:,. an ,1bsolmc 

nccc.'ssir~· in competition ti~hing. When conditions require 

casting full or shorl knitth lines, 1hc 696 pcrfonn~ wirh the 

uhim,uc of case. Ir h.mdlc-~ ~mall tlin with Ion~ leaden., .md 

the rcn.:rsc bdng. wcishtcd tlics \\ith a <.horr kada. 

for me ii is a top pt:rformcr: frorn its acs.thak value through 

to pcr form.rncc, and an ah~olutc delight to use.'. 

~nlank you Sage. I rrc.'asurc this rcxi and appr(x-iatc yoursuppon • 

• md I am proud to tx: .,s~oci,nccl '\'ith sut:h a fine product. 

11 11 \\, 1 I I 1, 'I 

., I' ,~ I( ii ( n I 

I< or ( \\ rH • 

sase 

Sponsors of the NZ Fly Fishing Team 
wvvw.SAGEflyfish.com 

• Tisdalls - Auckland • Jusr Fish in' - Auckland • rish Ciiy- Hamilton • The Outdoorsman Headquarter.. - Rotorua 
• O tKl'dC's Fishing Spcci.,lists - Rotorua • T he Fly & Gun Shop - T:.rnpo • Sporting Lift.· - Tur:mgi 

• Manawaru Hun ring & Fishing - Palmerston Norrh • H,:unills H.B. - Har.;tings • \VcllingLon Hunting & Fi:shing - J,0wer Hun 
• Tiscblls - Wellington • Stirling Sports - Wellington • The Complete Ang.ltr - Christchurch 

• Fishcrn1ans Loft - C hristchurch • Ccntrctirc Sports - Dunedin • 8&8 Sporrs - Gore 
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clearl)' no1 in 1he spirit of fi:i.hing the 

Ton.gariro. 

A.norher example which can cause some 

unintcntion:11 ill feeling is the traditional 

pracricc of asking an angler alread)' fishing a 

pool if Lhe}' mind if you join dtem. ln reality 

you have pm them in an 

awkward spot. Fe\v people 

For all the publicity,conflicts a.re uncommon 

and most Tongariro anglers are a pleasure 10 

share a pool w ith. 

Angling utopia 
\Vhen I stood on 1he banks of the river in the 

eal'ly 1980s there ce1·rainly were a lot of 

anglers on the river. In fact as 

many as or more than last 

like saying .. no- outright and 

possibly giving offence and so 

tend co reply in the affirma­

tive even if t hey :tre not very 

happy abour the idea. Instead 

give them an option such as 

"Do J'OII mind 1/ I come /11 

below yo11 or u.'ottld you 

prefer I wait "few 111/11utes?'. 

That way it is easy for them to 

Few people like 
sayi11g "110" out·.-iglJI 
a11d possibly giving 
o.[fe11ce tmd so 1e11d 

winter. Anglers talk about the 

good old days when you had 

che r iver largely to yourself 

but i n all likelihood that sit ua• 

to .-eply i11 the 
affi.-malive even if 
they a.-e 1101 very 
lu,ppy about /lie 

tion hasn·t existed for 50 or 

60 ye-ars. Sure these days 

anglers tend to ha\le a greater 

disposable income and 1ravel 

is bcncr and faster but for all idea. 

ask you to ,vai1 if they do feel 

you ,vould be t(><.> dose but equally there is 

no,v an onus on lhein 10 move on through 

rhc pool. 

In general , if rhe pool is al re:tdy full 1hen 

move on somewhere else. \Xlaiting on the 

bank just causes those already in lhe pool lO 

stop moving because they are no keener tc) 

wait on the bank than you. Similarly if you 

are sharing a pool with others. keep moving 

so that everyone gets several opr>ortunities 

to tish the best Hes. 

that crowds have always been 

part of the Tongariro. Issues 

of New Zet1/t111d Fis/Jing anti S/Jootlng 

Gazelle printed in the 1930s and 1940s 

contain repeated references to the problems 

of crowding on the river. I f you di<ln·t know 

the date of these articles you could easily 

assume tlu:y had been wriuen about lhe situ· 

a1ion in the 19<.>0s. 
\Ve dream of chose rcd·lcttcr days on the 

Tongarir<> when fish after fish comes to t he 

bank. for most or us such days arc few :m<l 

far berween but it is that hope that brings us 

back again and again . And just 

sometimes the river delivers. To 

be ahle to make. such catches 

more regularly might just be: 

angLing utopia and if only there 

were fewer anglers it would be 

possible. 

''The finest value disc drag 1n the world··. 
The Superfly ,s the new ~ratJOn of dose drag 
red which combw,e Bntyish fly Reels quality 
With a newly patented drag system 

A new generatiol'I following the tradrt,on 
started by the LC. - With separate qu,c~ change 
fine cartridges, each W'lth rts 0¥/0 line retainer 

Maybe but maybe not. Crowding 

on the Tongariro is a "catch 22·· 

situation . for the better the 

fishing the more aog.lers are 

attr:1cted. Our data cJc..-arly shows 

that crowding is only an issue 

when the fishery is performing. 

for example in annual creel 

surveys foUo,vins lhe low point 

in the fishery in the late 1980s 

less than one angler in IO rnised 

crowding as an is:-uc. Howcvcr,in 

1993 when c:,tch rates were the 

highest recorded for a number of 

years, one in three people inter· 

viewed raised crowding as a 

detraction. \Xie all want the 

• Sdem. operaoon • Patented drag coovol systt-m 
• Rm, control • Qwck ,eleose spool $ 71 

• Rm, conuol • A<j,,s,able spnng and pawl d>e<k 
• I.Nle K/em,tJeS on eoch cartnclge 
• Sparecanndge ava,klble $8 2 

Distributed by 
North Island South Island 
A .A. Conaghan Alexto Sports Ltd 

Available now 
fromgoocJ 

Ph 09 373 4340 Oh 03 477 0084 f,st,;ng tackle stores 
~ chance 10 be able 10 fish rhe river 

~ and enjoy 1he spoils but arc: upse1 



.-1 IJtmksit/£• ,·1x11 u •itb 

ollx'r anglers is 1111 

e11}0J·ablc aspe<·J of fis/Jing 

IIJe 7<Jngariro Ril'er 

that so does evcryont; else. Under the 

current regime the onlr way there is likely to 
be many fe,ver :1nglers is if the fishery 

declines 10 the point w here many anglers 
give up on the river. Sure you nla)' ha,·e it 10 

yourself. but your catch will be poor. 
The othcr option is some form of control of 
the number of anglers. T here 

:mglers <m our shoulder to be at least able ro 

fish the river. Ultimatel)' it i,s: an issue for 
angler$ tO <lccidc but at presenl there is Uttle 

support for ;1.ny form of restriction. 
There arc avenues available for anglers 

seeking to escape the ,;vorst of the crowds. 

Anglers tend to be conccnrra.tcd around a 
few popular pools so if your 

are various options which have 
been raised at different tirnes. 

These include forms of 
balloting, fishing the river on 

odd or even dates only and 

restrictions on 1hc number of 
days per se:tson each person 

can fish. Each measure raises its 
own issues, but the bouom Line 

is that to be effcc1 ivc, rht::: 

The bottom /i11e is 
that to be effective, 

I be rest.rlctio11 

favourite pool is fult don't be 

afraid to try else,vhere. It is an 

instinctive behaviour for 
anglers to gravit::ne to 

wherever o ther aoglers arc 

already fishing yet often there 

is no good reason . On the 

rnorning referred to earlier 
when I dido ' t see another 

wouul luwe to 
ca.use all 0/11s to 
spend fess time 011 

tbe river tbtm w e 
c111·,·e11tly ,to. 

1·c.s:rriction would have to cause ::lll of us to 

spend less time on the river than we 

currently do. If we miss out on the ballot or 
the river is in flood on our :1.lloned clays we 

might well prefer 10 put up with a few 

angler on the upper river 

there were 30 or so anglers around the main 
road bridge. The fishing in the upper river 

,,ras exceptional. Uy exploring the river you 
may well discover new lies overlooked by 

other anglers which wilJ produce just as 
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many fish . Often in our creel surveys we 

come across anglers tucked away on their 

own. who have caught as many fish as all the 

anglers pul 1ogether in a nearby pool. 

Mos1 of us tend 10 be on 1he l'lver :n d:aylight 

and by mid-morning it is time for breakfast 

and a sleep. If you are prepared 10 forgo 

being firs11hrough 1he pool "nd fish 1he river 
later in the morning there wil.l often be many 

fewer anglers. Likewise most anglers at the 

start of each winter arc fired up with cnthU· 
siasm and fishing the river at ever)' opp(>rtu· 

nity. By August many have satiated their 

appetite for a few momhs at least and put 

thdr rod away. Yet the runs arc still in full 
swing and good numbers of fish will be ln 

the river throu~h Sq>tembcr and into 

October. Chase 1he deer in April. ducks in 

May :mcl leave the river unt il la1er in the 

winter if rou want to avoid the peak crowds. 

Taupo rivers arc high-use fisheries with :rn 

innate abil ity ,o produce lots offish. Many of 

us aspire to fish the premier wilderness 

streams and can be ((Uitc c rit ical of the 

Tongariro experknce. Howevc:r in reality 

most of us will be content to stay with rhe 

Tongari~o. The ease of access, 1he compan­

ionship and above all the numbc1·s of big 

prime rainbows draw us back. Thank good· 
ness, bcc:.tusc the back country rivers simpl)' 

couldn'1 st:rnd the pressure if ever)' 

·1ongariro angler ,vere to targe1 these. 

To have a popular pool to yourst:lf ,vhen it is 
full of fish is a w(mdcrful experience but i t is 

an unrealistic expectation. T he Tongariro 

River is people, big rods and he:wy lines and 

flies and prime hard figJuing rainbows. lt is a 

unique experience and while nor everyone's 

cup of tc:a thc10ngariro quite rightly holds a 
spt·ci:11 :utraction for many New Zealand 

anglers. 

WAITAHANUI ANGLING TRACKS 
Over recent weeks we ha\'e carried oul fire on Flat 6ridge. This fortun:nel)' caused 

work to fishing access t racks at the Cliff no major st ructural damage. l fyou sec any 

J>ool area on the \Vait,1hanui Ri\'er and to s uspicious acti\'ity in the area p lease 

Blake Road. Further rcpai,·s are also advise the Police as soon as possible. 
planned. 

The Cliff Pool sec1ion is a popular 

area w ith anglers and access had 

been affcc1ed by stream bank 

erosion and the ponding of water in 

low lying areas. \Ve re-cut the tr"'Jck 

and felled 1he large boggy areas with 

compacted pu mice ro c reate a 

defined track 10 the rna in fishing 

spots. This will all<>w anglers to use :t 

single t rack and the surrounding 

vegetation to recover from the tram• 

piing which occurred last winter as 

anglers ncgo,iated their way to the 

wa.ter·s edge. Similar arc:1s ocCur 

further upstream and these are 
curremly being repairc:d a1ong with 

erosion at I he Schoolmaster's Pool. 

The remaining walking 1racks will be 

cleared by !he end of April. 
Maintenance has also been carried 

om to the car park tr.u.:ks and storm 

water culverts. Blake Road has been 

grade<l and scvcrnl water holes 
drained and filled. 

There was a spate of fires lit in the 

middle sectio n of the river !:1st 

wiruer, including a deliberately lit 

KIDS' FISIDNG DAYS, 2000 
The fislting pond at rhe Tongariro National 

Trom Ce111re will be open for children IO c~uch 

a trout on the following dars this year: 

Sunday, 7 May 
Sunday, 11 June 
Sunday, 9 July 
Sunday, 13 August 
Sunday, 1 October 

Numbers arc rcstriccccl to 30 children per 

hour frorn 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bookings arc 

essemial and can be made by telephoning 

Shirley Oates on (07) 386 9243 be1ween I 

p.m.and 5 p.m.on any week day. 

l \ 1ition is given by ,·oluntccrs and DOC srnff. 

to children aged six to I q years (incJusive) 
who can holcl and control a fir rod. There is 

no charge for 1ltis. I Iowe"er. a fishing lkcncc 

is required and a Child's Day licence: can be 

purcha.ed on site for $3.()() or children may 

bring their own T:rnpo District fishing 
licence. 



by G"len11 .Maclea11 anti 

S/Jirley Oates 

S/Jlrley is ,-esponsible 

J<lr t /Je licent·e 

<1tl111/11istralio11 anti 

pro1•td t11g e.1w:11ll1'e 

supporl for t/Je 1a11/JO 

1'1s/Je1J' ,frea. Sbe fliso 

IJ'JH!S anti 01'8a11ises t/Je 

printing ,uul jJ11bl ic:t1/io11 

of1arger 1aupo. 

Tt,ble I: Tt111JXJ ftsbi11g 

/1'c1>nce categnrles and 
S<1les for t/Je seasons 

1994/95 /o 1998/99 

Adult Day45% 

Taup o Fishing Licence Review 

Intro duc tio n 

During 1998, Rachel Harr is. a \~aikato 

University Master of Management Studies 

student, car ried out a review of the Taupo 

District fish ing licence administration 

system, She pr(widccl recommendations 10 

the Department of Conservation on the fee 

structure. licence categories and licence 
sale:,;° i nfrastructure. 

Rachel's paper was reviewed by Fishery Area 

staff w ho developed some of the recornmen· 

dation~. T he amended recommendations 

have in rnrn been put i-o 1he 1'uwh:1retoa 

Maori Trust Board and Taupo fishery 

Advisory Commiuee for further discussion. 

'11lc full re1,or1 is too long to be reprinted in 

n,rget n,,,po. llowever. many of the recom· 

mend:u ions, part icularly with regard to 

licence adminis1ration. arc similar to w hat is 

curren1ly pr:tctised. 111.is reflects the fact that 

the administration has evolved over a 

number of years :uni :already undergone 

Category 19')4/95 1995/96 

A<t,~, Season 11.587 11,552 
Ad ult Month 936 892 
Adult Week 10, 135 9 146 
Ad ule Day 35,437 33.559 
Child SL-a.son 5929 5728 
Child D-Jy 6681 5967 
Total sales 70,705 66,844 

many changes to improve its effectiveness. 

lnstead t his article will concentrate on the 

recommcnd:uions abouc t he licence cate­

gories. 

Exis ting licence c ate gorie s 

Current ly Six categories of licence are :1v:1il­

ablc. These are presented in table J along 

wilh sales figures for each for the fish ing 

seasons 19')4;<)5 10 1998/99. 

The distribution of sales and revenue across 

the categories is pn:-sented in graph I for the 

t 998/99 fishing season. 

A re vie w o f possible l icence 
cate gories 

His10ricaUy the fees set for t"'JCh category of 

licence have been largely independent of the 

fees set for any o ther category. However, this 

is unlikely to maximise either angling oppor-

1uni1y or licence revenue because adjma­

mcnt.s to the price of one category a.re not 

1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 

11 ,848 11.843 12,571 

912 857 970 

%31 10,069 11 ,051 

33,380 27,832 30,594 
6045 5067 5,369 
6479 6922 6,819 

68,295 62,590 67,174 

Child Day2% 

Adult Day 
26% 

Child Season 8% 

Adult Month 1.5% 

Adult 
Season 
47% 

Adult Month 2% Child Season 4% 

GmplJ I: DlsMb111/011 of licence sales /Jy care, 

go1:v for l be 1998/99 fis/J ing season 
11Je d lstrlbtttion of re1,e1llle ~)' ct1tegory for tlJe 

1998/99 season 
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considered in Ugh1 of overall sale~. lnstca<l. 

we sugg~t a pricing formula so that it is cos1 
effective to huy two licenCl--S of a particular 

catcg<>ry r"Jthcr than the nexl category UJ>. 
but not three licences.This requires a licence 

to cost approximately 40% of the next c:ue­
gory up, or in other words, the next category 

to cost .-wo and a half times that of a shoner 

term licence. One outcome of this approach 

is that only .a limited nurnher of catcgori<.'s 

can be offered unless the long-term l icences 

become much more expensive relative to 

short-term licences. 
As an overriding strateg)' when considering 

Licence categories and administration, we 

suggest: 

1'hat. all otlJer aspects befog 
equal ou,· objective s/Jould be 
to m f1limise t/Je 11umbe1· of 
lice11ce categories and keep 
licellce ad11ii11istr11tio11 as 

simple as possible. 

AdutJ. Set1so11 · This licence is valid from t 

July 10 the following :10 June. and currcnily 

1·cprcsents approximately half the revenue 

received. 

Sales figures ( table l) indicate that the 

number of Adult Season licences sold has 

Tr«,1 r .,_.,,, ClJ)',I O! Tot W~~ 

Adjacent to cnr H'way 41 & Ohuanga Rd, TURANGI. 

Quiel, privale, spacious ground-floor serviced suiles, full kilchens & 
own pa1ios, surrounding an all-year heated swimming pool 

and hot spa. Licensed res1auran1 & room service meals 
A superb base with plenty to do - !here's trout fishing, horse riding. 

golf. hunting, rafting, tramping and mountain biking. 
Fishing Guide services arranged and/0< 1ackle, 

waders, mes etc for sale & hire. 
Phone or fax us for a quote. 

Linda & Terry Drum 
PO Box 130, Turangi. 

E-MAIL: anglers@reap.org.nr 
WEBSITE: http://www.fishnhunt.co.nrlfishinglanglers.htm 

FREEPHONE 
0800 500 039 

Ph 0 7-386 8980 
Fax 07-386 7408 

~UHOST 
ACCOMMODATION 

increased slightly over the last five year!>. 

Rachel Harris (1998) notes that anglers inter· 

viewed rccogni$ed this category as the 

licence that provides most value for mone)'. 

Mer report indicates th.is licence has high 

support from both anglers and licence agents. 

The angling opponunitks created by this 

licence cannot he effectively recreated using 

any 01 her form of licence other than ..:,1ith a 

t 2·month licence beginning from the date of 

issue. However only 3% of agents and 1 (1¼ of 

anglers imerviewcd by Harris suggested a 

I 2.month licence would be an improve:· 

mcnt. from our point of view there are both 

practictl :ind equity issues which :uise with 

this category. One advamagc of a defined 

starl ,o the season is that any new rcgula• 

rions can be drafted to come into effect on 

th is day. These changes can be l1ighligJucd 

on the new licence and with 1>ublicity ahou1 

the new season to ensure anglers arc aware 

of them. I[ would he nmch more difficult to 

ensure an angler holding a J 2·m0nth licence 

issued several months previous!)' was aware 

of the changes. A Jack of a clearly defined 

start and finish to the season would also 

make budgeting more uncertain and make 

financial management more difficult . 

Currenl l)' the fishing season (I July to 30 
June) is aligned with ,he financial year o(the 

0eparlmcn1 or Conservation. 

There is also an equity issue ~hould the 

lic<.;ncc fee increase at some point.An angler 

purchasing a l 2-nwnth licence a day before 

an increase will be paring less than an angler 

bu}1iJ1g the same li<·ence a clay l:lrer. 

BotlJ anglers IJold t/Je same lice11ce 
mul receive t/Je same angling 
opJJot·ttwities _yet 011e has paid less 
tlJa,i the other bas. 

For these reasons we support continuing 

with an Adult se~1son licence: category based 

on a I July lO 30 June rear. 

Atlull Mo11lh • Available for one calendar 

month from the dace of purchase except that 

the licence ends on 30 June where 1hc 

l icence is purchased less than one month 

from the end of the se:1son ( 30 June). 

Over recem years rhc sales have .remained 

static (rnblc I ) ror th is licence and represent 

only 1.4% of t()lal l icences sold. This level or 

sales suggests the demand is limited. 

Remo,,al of this category woukl reduce the 

time and cost of admir1istration and offer 1he 

opportunity to up•scll the licence to the 

whole season category. 



, 1 SIIUl/1 fhlll1,W j(1r ii 

c l.Jift/l't'II :\ j/.,IJ/11x /J'cCII('(• 

t1llrllntf('.\ . ..:.om<• l 'lllue l a 

/be /iC('ll<(' lk11tf('/ llal/ of 

Te A1n111111111 101/J b is 

first trnut 

11liS licence c.:l:t~ has no suppor1 from licence 

agcnL-; and sup1l011 is minimal from :mglcrs. 

\X'e r('(:Onunend that this categor')· be dclc1cd. 

Tbree .Mo,,tb or Six Mo111b C,,1.,gories -A 

\ Jricty or lon~·tcrm licence, h:I\ e been 

~uggested which would fill the ~'f> lx:cwccn 

the Adult \Vcck and Aduh St·:1.son liccnc.:es. 

These include a three monih l icence. six 

month licenct.· :ind ltcence:, co\crin,gjlL',l the 

winter or ~ummcr fishing sca~,1-~ R3chel 
I larris round limited :,upport for such 

l icences from the licence :IAt'nts (8% in 

fa\'Our) but jtrt::m:r ~upp()n :unon~~I anglers 

(25% suppon) 

!,J.ks dau for the cxiq;in.g Adult \1onth cue· 

gory would 1ndu:dtc that demand ror such 

c.-:ncgorics is unlikely to be hiJ,:h unle~ 1herc 

is ~1 s ignific:uu price diffcrc n1 i:,1 with 1hc 

Adult Seawn ca1egory. Thb would most 

li.kcl)' ncce ...... u.ate a much hii:her Adult 

Sea~n price ch;m cu.rrentl). c;i\cn that for 

many angler~ :1 :..ix momh liccnc:c in panic· 
ul:,r may well covt·r all or 1hcir anglin~ 

activity then it b likely the)' would ,wilch co 
one or lheM: t-.1.tc-gorics. tintc ... , ~uch a 

licence were :1 ,,rru.Jar price to the cxi!>ting 

Adult Season lic.:cncc, such a :i-witch would 

represent :a ~ignincant thn:at co 1hc total 

revenue gcncr:ll<..'d. I fowevcr if 1hc ft'c \Vere 

,imilar then the tOl.t.l revenue would po1cn­

h:1H)• increa...-.c 3, :mjtlers ,vho ,ttll n.--quin-d a 

heence for 1hc whole year would be forced 

to buy ;1 much more expen:,ivc licence. If lhc 

price of the Adull Sc;tM>n licence were too 

hit,th chcy would r>os~ibly choose co l imit 

thdr fi:i.h.ing ac1i\·i1y 10 a shoncr period or 

nm 10 buy a ficcnt·t.· a1 au. which ,, not in 

Lcepm,:t with our ,1Jtutory requirement to 

maximise anglin1,: opportunit)'. All) ;uhJi. 
tlon,,I cucgorics would also incur t·xtra 

administrative co,1 ... and incon\'c:nic:n<.'C for 
1hc lkcncc agcnh 

G1\ en that three out of four anA.lcr..., arc 

comfon.able with the exjstini_;.: op1ion!> of 
purch.tsing ci1hcr :, month or :1 :..c,1~on 

l icence. as well :1~ the additional co:..1, ~1n<l 

ri,k, from in1roducing a medium-term 

lict.·nce. il is our \ icw that a mcdium-tcm1 

licence is an unncc<.·~'"1.f)· compliot1on \~«! 

bclie\'e that the hc~t _..,tr.it<.-gy i:,; to keep the 

option:,; simple so 1h:11 ir :1 short·tcrm licence 

doc ... not mee1 che :rnsdcr need~ the)' :..impl)' 

up~r:1dc 10 an Adult Sea.."iOn Licence RaLhc-r 

th;an the pcr.;on feeling the need 10 Jttempl 

to ohtain the minnnum licence necc~dry 

m,gte ,·s should feel the At/11/t 
Seaso11 category Is good Vlll11efo1· 
111011ey ""d tbl' most se11sible 
pure/Jase. 

111/11// Week • Currently an Aduh \\'eek 

licence is availahlc for ~vcn day~ frrnn <fate 

of i~uc. M:m)1 an~k·~ m:1king a weekend trip 

co ·n1u1>0 use chi, licence. lf the cla ...... es of 

hccncc!) remain the -.ame then 1hcrc 1, a 

,it:.niric:am demand ror this <:~ :i:.. dcn'K>n­

Mr.1H.."<I in table I. 
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Given the signifiC"d.lll sa.les for the \~eek catc· 

gory there is clearly a strong demand for a 

licence of th.is son of durati()n. lf the Month 

category is deleted then the Weck category is 

currentl)• the next c:uegor)' down from the 

Season category. \Ve have rJjsed the concept 

that it should be practical to buy two shorter­

tenn licences rather than the next category up 

but not three. In this ease it would mean an 

angler fishing for less than a fonn.igh1 would he 

better off ·with two \Veek Licences hut if their 

activity covers :u,y longer period then it is best 

10 purchase a Sc:L5<)1l licence. \Ve recommend 
that the Adult Weck m tegory be retained. 

Multiple D11y - Other short-icrm options to 

cover multiple days including a \Veekcnd 

licence (covers Saturday and Sunday), 48-
hour l icence (cover~ 48 hours from time of 

issue) and 72-hour licence have hccn 

suggested . Rachel Harris found 2;% of 

l icence agents and 33% of anglers inter­

viewed supported such a licence. Much or 
this support was because of the 1>erceived 

convenience of issuing one l icence rather 

than multiple clay l icences to anglers visiting 

for the weekend. However th i.s aspe<.:t can 

be overcome in 01 her ways than by adding 

an ex1ra catcg()ry w i th the additional costs 

and confusi<>n which would arise. Using a fee 

relativity of 40% of the next category up 

means a \Vcek Licence is cost effective as 

soon as the angler wishes to fish for more 

than rwo clays, i.e. the \V<..-ek licence is the 

multip1c day option. 

At/11/1 Dlly -TheAduh Day li cence at present 

is only valid for one calendar clay, i.e. from 5 

a.m. lO 12 midnight on any clay. for example, 

if the licence is purchased at 3 p.m. for use 

chat afternoon then it remains valid only 

until t 2 midnight. One adv:uuagc of this is 

that it reinforces that fishing is no1 permitted 

between midnjght and 5 a.m. The disadvan­

tage is the fact that an angler may be paying 

S 12.0() for only a couple of hours of oppor­

tun ity and therefore may often choose 

instead either not to go fishing or not to buy 

a licence. Furthermore over 80% of anglers 

are visi1ors to the area, often visiting for a 

weekend at a time. Anglers arriving Friday 

afternoon and wishing to fish on arrival need 

to buy three-dar licences to cover what is 

usuaUy a 48-hour period. 
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The Adult Day licence represents approxi­

mately 26% of the total licence revenue and 

is the second highest revenue earner. This 

renects the very strong demand for this type 

of licence and the financial implications of 

any changes need to be carefully considered. 

As reflected in table I sales were relarivety 

constant until the I 997/98 season when 
rhere was a significant decline ( 16.7%). This 

deciine coincided with a 33% increase in the 

licence price. suggesting the price i11crease 

may have had a significant bearing on sales. 
This licence creates some confusion w ith 

the l;ish and G-aine Council•s day l icence, 

which is for a 24-hour period. Many anglers 

perceive that a Taupo Adult Day l icence 

should also have a 24--hour entitlement. 

l\vcnry.four h Oltr licences cover a 24 .. hour 

period starting from a dc:signated time. f-orty· 

five percent of anglers interviewed by 

Rachd Harris favoured such a licence. One 
issue which arises though, is that it may be 

tempting for an angler once on th~ lake or 

r iver to fish 1>as1 the designated finishing 

time if the fishing is good. 

There is significant overlap between the 
current day licence and a 24-hour licence 

and i i is not sensible to have both. A 24~hour 

licence at the same price ;1s 1he day Licence 

will reduce revenue in I ha1 many ,mglers 

who currently buy two day licences to fish 
an afternoon and the following morning 

would then only need one licence. On the 

other hand t his is likely 10 be countered by 

increased sales to angle rs who previously 

found the cost of two day licences prohibi· 
tivc and chose instead not to go fishing. It i~ 

expected anglers will intuitivel)' feel a 24-

hour licence is heucr value for money 

beciuse they get a full 24 hours of opporru­
nil)'. Jn our view we expect the revenue from 

24-hour licences 10 :u le:1st match that from 

the existing l)ay category. On this basis a 24-

hour licence is favoured iJ'I that it is more: 

consislent ·with our underlying objective to 
maxilnise angling. opportunity. This licence 

would :tlso alleviate the confusion that exi~ts 

at present with the 24-hour fish and Game 

licence. 

Licence agents would nct:cl to rake care 
when issuing this type of licence to ensure 

that the t ime of purclrnse and expiq • time 

were recorded corrcccly. Jt wouJd need 10 be 

made clear to the purchaser tha1 .fish.ins is 

pr<>hibited between the hours of m idnight 

and 5 a.m. but this could be dearly spelled 
orn on the licence. 

C/Jil,t Seaso11 tmd Child Day -These two 

categories of licence play an imponam role 
in providiJlg opporcunity for young people 

to be introduced to the sport. 

11,c fees should be kept low to encourage 

part ic ipation. A small charge rather than 

providing the licence free attributes some 
vaJue to the licence and reinforces the lesson 

that they need a l icence 10 go fishi ng. [f we 

adopt the same relativity between c.uegories 

(40%) then the step up from a Day l icence 10 

a full Season licence is very small and there is 

l..iuJe point in providing additic)nal c:ttegorics 

in between. For the same reasons and to be 

consistent wiLh the AduJ1 244 hour licence it 

is suggcstccJ that the Child Day licence be 

replaced with a 24-hour licence. 

Overseas Visitor/Tourist Lice11ce · 
Overseas visitors comprise approximately 

7% of the t(>tanlmpo anglers. In many places 

thro ughout the world, visiting anglers are 
charged more for their fishing than "'locals .. 

on lhe basis that visitors enjoy benefits in tht: 

fisheries that arc paid for th.rough the: taxes 

and efforts of the residents. \Vhen this issue 

was canvassed during preparation of the 

Ta upo Sports Fisher )' Management Plan 
there was liule support amonp: anglers for 

this concept at Taupo. Fishery management 

is totally funded th rough angling licence 

reve nue with no input from the general 
public purse and therefore 

tlJe scenario of residents or New 
Zetllmulers subsi,lisi11g tlJe fisJ1e1y 
fo,· overse,,s anglers does 1101 t,pply. 

At present, overseas anglc:rs have no more or 

Jess impac1 on I he fishery 1h:rn o ther licence 

holders and so do noL create any special 

man~1gemem cffon tha1 might require addi· 
tlonal funding specific to them. The 

Conservation Act 1987 requires that licence 

fees be set to recover the costs of m:magl ... 

ment only and therefore there does not 

appear :u present any opportunity for 

charging overseas anglers a premium price. 

For these same reasons Treasury has also 

s ignalled its opposition to any premium 
being charged. 

Previously :t spccial'l()urist ticence issued by 

the formerTourist and Publicity Department 
was available to overseas visitors under rcgu. 

lation 6A of the fresh,vater Fishcric.:> 

Regul:ttions 1983. This licence .~lowed the 

angler to fish anywhere in New Zea.land for a 

month. I lowever when t he Conservation Act 
was amended in 1997 to allow Fish and 



Gamc Councils t<) set liccnc(' fees by Gazette 

Notice, this regula1ion was inadvertently 

re,,oked. The tourist l icence is now out of 

prim and unlc:ss the regula1ion is rcins1a1cd 

is no longer available. 
A variation to the ·rourist Licence has l:x:en 

suggc:stc<l. Rather than a licence adminis­

tered by 1hc l)cpanmcm of lntcrnaJ Affairs, 

which has taken over the residual functions 

of the Tourist :md Publicity Oepart111ent. it is 

proposed fish and Game New Zcal:1nd and 

the Depanmeru of Con~ervation institute a 

joim licence by Gazette Notice. The fee for 

this licence would be set by adding the cost 

of a Fish ~rnd c~amc \'v'holc: Sca:,on Ucence 

and a DOC Whole Season l icence together 

with a charge 10 cover the costs of admirtis-

1 ra1 ion. The rcvt:nue received would he 

apportioned on the same hasis. It h:a~ been 

suggcs1ed 1 hat the licence would be volun­

tary and valid for a period of one month but 

given that. :1s discuSS<.:d, it is not possible to 

charge ovcr:-.eas ang.lcrs a premium it 

appears to us that it would have to be valid 

for one year. 

The legality of such a Ucence for use at'faupo 

still needs 10 he confirmed . 

This would be an additional licence category 

which dot:!- no1 offer any a<lvtll'lt:1ge lO il 

Taupo angler, and as such it is not con~istcnt 

\Vith our overall s1r-::ucgy to minimise the 

number of licence categories. Our stance 

will be guided by the response of 

1\Jwhareroa Maori Trust Bo:1r<l and Taupo 

Fishery Advisory Committee as to the appro­

priateness or not of the revised tourist 

licence proposal . 

Ch11rler Boal Llce11ce · This class of licence 

would be isf.uc.:<l to a specific boat and cover 

all the anglers fishing irom the boat over the 

course of the season. It would enable charter 

operators and guides to rake people on 

fishjng trips without individual anglers 

having to purchase a Uccnce. I lowevcr, if the 

oper:nor was 10 go fishing on another vessel 

or the river bank they would require their 

O\vn 1>erson:1I Licence. 

Currently charter boat operators a.nd guides 

arc not permitted to c.1rry l icence h<x>ks on 

board their boats.This is because in the past 

when book~ were permiucd on hoard 

unscrupulous operator:-. would not issue 

l icence$ unless thq• saw a 1'3ngcr 

approaching. The clisadvanrng,c which now 

;1rises for operators is th~n the clients arc 

rc<1uircd to make a definite decision as to 

whether 1hcy want to fish before cmbarkjng 

on their trip. as they are unable lO change 

their minds once out on tht' water. 

It is a lc.:gal rcquircmcm thal whenever un:n~ 

tended rods set in rod holders :trc used that 

everyone on board is l icensed. Th is is 

The Raised Hackle Fly Shop 
& GUIDING SERVICE LTD 

- G',;·s~g;.,, ,;mgsc 
Kamasan Hooks troms4~ia,k 

Fl ty. s . razor sharp s 1 s9s y 1ng ossors andserrated from • pr 
E9Labios Fluorocarbon troms19:5 

Floating Flyline 'seconds' s4g9s 
FWB,9&10 available all • ea. 

Ph 07 386 0374 
Fax 07 386 0223 

MA fl ORDERS WELCOME 

15 



Do1n 1riggers require tlJC 

use of rod /Jolders. l 'ul<~ss 

f/Je angler remains ht 

co11f.<KI ll'flh f/Jei r rod. 

everJ'Olll' 011 board mus/ 

be lice11sed. For large 

parties 011 commercial 
boats a boat /icent.·e 

ll'Ould slmpll[J' tbe 
issuing of licences and 

ensure e1ie1J'Olle 011 

IJOtlrd U't1$ /iCCIISl't/ tllltl 

entitled tojlsb 

16 

because when the rod is in a holder it can be 

very difficult to establish just who is using it 

and therefore whether they :m;.- licensed or 

not. The use of downriggers is widespread 

among.st charter operat0rs and requires the 

use of rod holders. If the rods arc unattended 

it is necess.1ry to issue licences t o everyone 

on hoard which in some circmnstances may 

involn"' 50 or 60 licences. Not surprisingly 

the opermors find this a time-consuming and 

frustrating rnsk. hence the support for a boat 

licence. 

Obviouslr lt is essential that any new licence 

does not din1inish the revenue derived from 

guided anglers. Several option~ exist 

including developing a fee: or range of fees 

based on historical use or a fee w hich is inde· 

pendem of use but which is likely to be 
greater than if each angler bought their own 

licence. Each oJ>crator wouJd need to ha"e 

lhe choice of continuing with the status quo 
or having the boat lict'nce. Several operators 

have indicated 1hey would opt for the b<>:tt 

licence even if it cost more because of the 

much gre:ucr convenience, and would factor 

the cost i ruo their charge.s. 

There is a lot or discussion necessary to 

resolve the details and c.:nsurc that revenue is 

noc diminished. I lo,vever there arc a number 

of advantages from such a licence for the 

fisheqr 111.:magement and users if a suitable 

format can be established . \Vhilc it ensures 

that cvcq,one o n board is licensed it is still 

necessary tc) ensure other regulations are 

complied with. 

\Vhile initially it \Vas sugsested that the 

option for :1 boat l icence should also be avail· 

able to private boat owners we believe 1hat 

as long as there is no form of documented 

ownership and identific:uion of private 

vessels the system would be too susceptible 

to abuse. Rest ricting the licence to a vi:ssel 
licensed for commercial hire under the Lake 

Taupo Regulations is likely to overcome :my 

potential prob1erns. 

Tht'1X: is obviously a lot of discussion neces-­

sary to come up with a suitable system. 

1-10,vever 1he Department is of the view that 

as long as revenue is not jeopardised and :l 

pmctical system can be developed then the 

bo:.u licence would be a desirable outcome. 

New Zeala,u/.w itle £1t~e11ce • An option 

which receives a lot of suppo rt amongst 

:mgJers is a Single licence w hich covers the 

whole of New Zealand. 

Curremly the Maori L'lnd Amendment and 

Maori I.and Cbirns Adjustment Act 1926 

requires that only a special 'faupo l icence is 

leg.ii in theTaupo fishery and that no licence 

is.sued by or on behalf of a f ish and Game 



Council is valid. 
The Act enshrines an :lgreemem between 

the Crown and Ngati ·t\ 1wharctoa. It guaran­

tees a Licenscd angler foot access to fish rhc 
s1reams and lakt' and lhe general public 

access l0 the lake. The Tm.vharetoa Maori 
Trusl Board is paid a sum equivalent to half 

of the revenue from Taupo District fishing 

licences, licensing of commercial boa1s, 

mooring, berthing and launchir,g fees and 
fishing and boating fines. Today the cost is 

borne by taxpayers and not anglers, in recog· 

nition of 1he benefits to all New Zealanders 

of this agreement. 
The issuing of a fishing licence which is 

specific to theTauJ)() fishery is fundamental 
to the operation of the Act. Any change to 

this provision -would require agre,e01en1 

bcrween the Crown and Ng.1tiTuwharctoa at 
a political level and is clearly outside the 

scope of the re\'i<.--w. Therefore the option of 

a NC\V Zealand-wide licence i.s not consid· 

ered further. 

The next step 

The Department 1~ currently discussing 

these recommendations w ith the Taupo 

Fishery Advisory Commi1tee and'l\1wha.re,oa 

Maori Trust Board. 

Lt is planned to have any changes coming out 

of this process in place for the start of the 

200 l/02 season. Some recommendations 

will s imply need a change iJl opcration:11 

procedure but others, such as c hanges in 

licence categoric$, will require amendment 
by Gazette Notice under the Maori Land 

Amendment and Maori Land Claims 

Adjustment Act 1926. 
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PESTICIDE SUMMARY 

"Value .. .lt's unwit=t to pay too much, 
but it's 1mwise to P'IY too little. 

Tox.iJ1s arc used on conserva1 ion land 

for a variety of reasons. Animal pt:;-ts 

impact on conservation vaJues, 
spread disease and are sought after 

for their fur and skins. Any toxin used 

on conservation land must be in 

accordance with strict promcols set 

down by the Department of 

Conservation. Our new Quality 
Conservation Management (QCM): 

L1keTaupo l,..1kcshorc Reserves 

Opepc Scenic Reserve 

LowerTauran~1.'faup<> River 

Mount Pihanga, When you pay too much you lo:.c a little 
money, that is all. 

Wlten you pay loo lillle, 
you scmetime:s lo,se cverytlling, 
beca11-se tire ll1i11g you bougllt 
u.is incapable of doi11g 
the O,ing you bought it to do. 

The common law of business baltmce 
prollibits payitig a little and gett;ng a lot. 
It can't be done. 
If you deal with 1/,e lowest bidder, 
it's well to add something 
to the risk you nm. 

A11d if you do I/Jal , 
you will have enough 
lo pay for somet/1it1g better." 

Joltn Ruskin (1819 - 1900) 

• Stto11radtJttrlisemrnt in lliisiSSJtf 

Animal Pest Sys1em also require.< '"ch 

conservancy 10 pn:Kluce, every four 
months, a summary of au J>esticidcs 

used on land administered by the 

Departmem.Tbis is called a Pesticide 
Summary. The summary is too large 

and in the wrong format to publish in 

Target Tau po, but it is sent to all game 
packing houses, aerial wild animal 

recovery oper.uion concession 
holders and hunting organisations, 
and is available wherever hunl ing 

permits are issued. lf you hum or 
rnke dogs onto any of the areas listed 

below you should e nsure you first 

read the latest Pesticide Summary. 

Southern shores of L1.ke \Vhakamaru 

·nrohang.i Scenic Reserve 

Tongariro National Park 

Waituhi/Kuratau Scenic Reserve 

lbngarir<> Forest and 
adjoinjng r<::scrves 

6rua Forest and adjoining reserves 

Whakapapa Village in 
Tongariro National Park 

Ohakunc Mountain Road in 
Tongariro National Park 

Karioi Lakes/Rangataua Forest 

Ohakunc 1.akes Scenic Reserve 

Rangatikel R.iver/Otam:1teanui 
Stream Confluence in 
Kaimanaw-a Forest Parle 

There may be other areas where 
private possum hunters have also 

laid cyanide for skin/fur 

recovery operations. These areas arc 
not listetl ln the Pesticide Summary. 

Please rnke no1c of any poison signs 
when hunting and do not tamper 

with or remove any such signs. 
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by C<1m Speedy 

7i11Jlc I: lltmrin.g stan'\fics 

for R<mgilikei Remote 
Hxperiena• /.mw, ,.,Jn·ing 
1999 

Landing site No.of 
oarties 

Ecology Stream 
Ex closure 

Wh:wunarumaru 
Tops 

Otamateanui Tons 

3 

6 

3 

Totals 12 

Spring Hunter Access to 
Rangitikei Remote Experience 
Zone (REZ) 
Three helicopter landing sites were again 

available LO recreational hunters ,;vithil\ the 

Rangi1ikci Rem01e Experience Zone (REZ) of 

Kaimanawa l~orcst Park during the period 24 

Oc1ober to 19 December I 999. Helicopter 
landings arc not gcncr.1Uy perllliued but this 

special access is to allow rccrc:uional 
hunters the opportunity tO reduce the arc:1·s 

No.of Days Sika deer Red deer 
hunters bwuin• seen seen 

10 26 8 1 

17 50 16 56 

9 36 2 22 

35 112 26 79 

mixed red and sika <leer herd. In turn th.is 

will reduce the impact of tJlc: deer on the 

habitat w ithin the REZ. 

A total of 13 parties involving 39 hunters 
utilised the acces.-, opportuniry. 11tc results 

of the hunting efforts of the l2 pa.nies that 

returned data are surnmarised in table l. In 

total . 40 <leer were reported killed, an 

Sikastags Sika hinds Red stags Red hinds 
killed killed killed killed 

2• 

3 I I I 13 

1• 1 8 

4 3 12 21 

• • hybrids (identified by hunter and/ or jaw length) 



C.mpb I t.~,· /1mfilt' oj 

1/Je Rm1,r:,ll lkc.•I Rc.wtnl(• 

l ;Xpcr1t~un• /mu• spriug 

fleer bar,,·.,t. J')<J'.J 

8 

6 

s 
~ 4 
'c> 
t 2 

0 
< I 

Age cl11ss ()'ears) 

:werage of three per party. A, i, m,ually the 

case.a few Jl:lr1 ic:, got no decr:.nd Ol1l ers did 

,cry well . SU<X"e~ is rel:ued in fMrt to the 
rnning of a tnp ._, the spring nu,h doe,, not 

occur at the ~me tune each ) t".lr It is aL.;;o 

influenced b) 1hc weather paucrn, :as it is 

hare.I to find and hunt deer clnrinA cool. wet 

:md/or wind)' wcouhcr. 1Jun1cr skill and 

knowledge of the blocks al«> influence 
,uccess r.u~ 

The harvest thi:,. yc:.t r included l l red 

h ind:,. 12 red s t:1~:,.. rour silrn s1ags :rnd three 

,ika hinds. ahhoup.h Jt least three of 1he 

,ila mar ha,·c hccn hrbnds. A IOIJI of 2 1 

deer jaw:, ,vere pn)\ 1ded from the tO deer 

reported killed. An Jgc profik of this 
harvest appc:1rs in (tf:tph 1. All deer, ref.ta rd. 

k,!- of specie~ or st·x. have been lumped 

I0 jZClhe r 10 o h1a in thb age profile due 10 

1hc ,mall sample ,,,c 
One o f the main JXlinh 10 note i, th,u ~ika 

deer cominuc 10 n1akc up onl)' a sm:111 

proportion of 1hc harvesr, dcspilc lhcrc 

lx·Lng plen1y of them ,l,-ailablc to h1ant in this 

pa re or 1hc park 1'h1!li is bec;1.u,e their 

prcfern."CI habitJI ,.., the h ea,~· bu,h .ancVor 

"'4:rub co,·er ,vhcrc the) arc much mo n· diffi+ 

n1l1 10 hunt. In contrJSt , red deer ~pend 

much of their lime om in the 01x·n where 

humen,. are able to ~ct .at them. 

-n...- other no13hl<: pomt ;,, the age profile of 

the hdrvcst. "n1c lui:h proponion of older 

dct·r t)pkal in pa~t profilc..-s from the REZ b 

nm evident thi$ )'t0:1r. Thi~ SuAAc~ts :i 

dec rca..,ing age Mructure in 1he poJ)ula1ion 

"hteh in 1um ~UAAt-"'" hunting i., ,1:1.rhn1t to 

h;l\ c an impac t. lfo ,,c....,, e r. the hiJ:th p ropor· 

tion of very youn,E? deer ( less chan one ) car) 

.:iuggcsts re produclivc success h:1~ alro 

lncrc:a.scd and thi~ will need 10 be w;:uehc..-<-1 

o,cr the next few ) ears. Clc..·arl) fawn 

,un 1,-aJ durintt. 19"19 '"J.!lo high with 1hc dry 
wm1c r. lnteresc1njtl). che Jack or )c-arlin~ 

(le:-:~ than two ) c:u~) :tuggcsts the ,·t·ry wcr 

winccr of 1998 lrn<J :1 ncgarivc impat·1 on 

Roh '1ursball e,l_},~)· . .,. the.• mon1111 .. c: t-ft·tt ... 

tlmn, IIJe '1a11gamaln.· ,i,lleJ· ll'it/1/11 11.H..• 

Na11g1tikei Remo/t' l .,·Jx•rieu ce Lom• 
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11Jc morning sun Cale/Jes 

Gfeu11 .llaclea11 1l'IJl;1" 

prlme Nocembe,· sika 

stt1g IJil{IJ in 1/Je 

Ra11gilikei Remote 

£.,.1,ertence Zone 
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fawn 
survival. 

It w ill 

be inter-

estin.g to see 

how much interest 

Mos, pariies left 

the camp sites in a clean and tidy condi­

tion, and bec,wse there were no access 

points close co the Rangitikci River this 

year, the access period would not have had 
any impact on the Rangitikei trout fishery. 

there is in these blocks next year 

after the cemral Kaimanawas are opened to 

helicopter harvest in June of this year. 
Hun1crs wishing to book a block for this 

year can book through the Turangi office 

from I October 2000. 

Comfort and Safety 
Above and Below the 
WaterUne 
Walrusw..ci..-s are '""""cwred;,, throe styles 
-CHEST.WAIST & THIGH and NON STOCKING 
FOOT WADERS areav.ilableinbootsltesS-14. 
Made from higMen,ity dose<k<I chloroprene Mber, 
WahlsWaders are toeallywau,,proof, warm and 
oomfort!l:k iov.ear.Thedosed eel neoprene lromwhid, 
they are made is re-lnfoo:cd on the ""'5ide with nylon 
and med with a warm plush pile which -
condensatioo and helps mal<e the w.ldcts «IS'f lO pull on 
and o/1.Because dosed eel neoprene conciins thc>Jsands 
olonya;rt,,A,bloslt~ l;gt,tweigltt.llexi'bleandpro,,ldes 
excellentthermolWlWlation. 
NCNvwith ilxcdcusooned laiee pads lor extra cl.nblicr 
andpnx,,cdon. 
All Walrus Waders are indMdually made and teS<A>d in 
New Zealand.Seams are aoos Iii< bonded and IUlbe< 
c,ped lor ~ and durabil«y. 
Walrus'Nadersare.,..;t,l:leh Bush G,-or~ 
fitted with cither dea<ed or felt soles. 

Walrus Corporation Limited 
68 Carbine Road,MtWellington,P.0.Box 11-209, Auckland. Ph (09) 573 0843 
Fax (09) 573 0782 • email: info@waln.,5.co.ni: •web site: http://www.walrus.co.nz 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - Town - - - - - - - - - - Phone - - - - - - - - - - - -



/)iJY!Cl01~(;e11ertlf of 

Co11sen 1tJll011 1/ug/J 

l,,ogau c.,:perie11ce.,; fix• 

Tnupo fi.sbery first btm d 

Who is this 
Happy Fellow? 
It is preuy obvious why Oircctor-General of 
Conservation Hugh Logan is looking so pleased 

after landing a prime maiden Taupo rainbow 

lCOUl. 

As part of his oversight of the Oepartmcm·s 

activity Hugh makes a practice of visiting aJI 

Conservancy and Area offices once a year. This 

provides an oppormn.ity ,o see fi rst hand much 

of rl1e work being undertaken in the field and 
behind the scenes. Staff also appreciate 

meeting and talking with the boss in a more 

relaxed setting. 
Ouring his visit to the l~upo Fishery Area last 

November Hugh saw acoustic surveys of trout 

on 1. ... 1ke Taupo. latest developments at t he 

Tongariro National Tro\Jt Centre and operations 

::u the \Vaipa fish t rap. He also inade an early· 
morning fishing excursion on rhe lake and was 

rcwardc.::.d "'-'ith (his catch. No stranger to trout 

fishing, Hugh w as introduced to the s1>0rt at an 

early age by his father "vho is stm a keen angler 

on back country Canterbury waters. 

Taupo Fishery hosts Victorian 
Fishery Managers 

Recen,Iy we hosted nichard Mcloughlin and 
\Vaync Fulton, the Direct0r and l)cputy 

Director of Fisheries Victoria in Australia. They 
spent three days with us as part of a 1 Oday visit 

to view the management of Ne"v Zealand trout 

fisheries. or particular interest to them at 
Taupo was the use we make of acoustic equip­

ment to estimate trout abundance, our applic-a· 

tions and use of radio t racking and the 

clevclopmcnt of the 10ngariro National Trout 

Centre. 
The visil also provided a valuable oppormnity 

for us to discuss issues and managemem 

approaches with them. n ,ey are responsible 
for marine fisheries as well as trout fisheries Ul 

Victoria ~tnd operate on a much larger scale 
than us . However, our l '-VO organisations face 

many of the same issues and it was surprising 

just ho"v often that, independently, we have 
come up with very similar solutions. 
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/liS/](•1:J' .1Ua1w.._Q.erJohu 

Gibbs e.,·J)/nlns t/Je intri· 

cacies of deep tro/li11g to 
bis t111die11ce at 

\\1.JtJt'C'Ut(lktl Point 

Angling Seminars 
1\vo very successful fishing seminars were 

held on the shores of Lake 1I1upo in January. 

Taupo Fishery Area staff organised the sem.i­
nars to give visiting anglers the opportunity 

to pick up a few t ips on lake fishing tech­

niques and improve their fishing success and 

enjoyment. Nearly 250 people anended and 

ft:edb:u::k indicates the sessions were very 

well received w ith several requests for 

similar presentations in the future. 
Although directed at less experienced 

anglers it seems that even a few experts 

picked up some ideas. Venues were the 

Omori boat ramp resen,e and the 

\Vharcwaka Point reserve. 

The seminars were organised by Ranger 
David Moatc and prcscmcd by David and 

Area Manager John Gibbs assisted by R<mger 
Rob Hood. Topics and demonstrat ions 

included suitable fishing gear, trolling and 

jigging techniques. clownriggers, getting the 
best from your echosoundcr, ,vhere crout 
feed and why they g.:-uher in cenain p laces. 

We also showed the best method~ for l:tnding 

and releasing trout. killing 
and c:uing for your catch 

and co,1ered aspects of hoat 
handling and some relevant 

fishing regulations. 
Given the interest in ,hese 

sessions they wil l become a 

permanent feature of our 

summer activities. Venues 

will be varied each ye:ir lO 

spread the opportunities 

and a simple handout lisLing 

the key points will be 
prepared. The venues and 

times for 1he seminars next 

summer will be listed in the 
November 2000 issue of 

'forget 7aupo. 

Belo ll •: O1-er 180 Pt'0ple 

<11tentled t/Je seml na,· /Jeld 111 

01110ri. 



by Rut, ,llarsbal/ 

Rob Is lbe PislJetJ' An~a 

lkol<>,.f!.ISI mu/ i s re~1,onp 
:;il>le f or t/Je f ls/Je1:r 111011/· 

l u ring f)IYJ)!. rt.411/mes. lie 

is also 11 , -ery keen 

a11g l<.>r. 

Summer Fishing Comment 
\Vhen 1hc we:uhcr permitted, the fishing was 

very good on Lakc"faupo this ~ummcr. Catch 

r:ues over lhe period leading up to Christmas 

and New Year were exceptional, w ith some 

nice condi tioncc.l fish eu1ght. \'.:' itl1 the onset 

of the busy boating season in January anglers' 

success dropped as is typical of t his time of 

year. O\•er..dl the size and condi1ion of the 

fish, and angling success over summer, were 

an improvement on Ja.,,:t )'Car. 

During summer we count the number of 

hoacs fishing on the lake as part of routine 

monitoring of t he trout harvest. Re.suits th is 

year show that there was less angler acl'ivity 

on thc lake than last year w i th the peak 

count of 291 boats compared to 450 in 

summer l998/9<.). Nevertheless rhere were 

occasions when pl:aces like Kur:wm Spit and 
Rangatira Point began to resemble 

Auckland's northern mmon,~)' in rush hour. 

though no doubt everyone present was 

pleased to be on the l:1ke catching trout, not 

sin ing in traffic. 
\X'c also undertake creel surveys on the lake 

lO assess anglers' c~arch rates and the size and 
quality of the fish caught. AJI of the in.forma· 

tion presented here is a product or those 

interviews. '111:ink you to those who gave a 

minute of their fishing time to take part in 

the surve)'. 

Chasing trout a round the lakesho rc in 

spri ni-: is an enjoyable way rn fish lake 

Taupo. For the winter fly fisher it is a 

welcome change, being :1blc to wade in 

shorts and a tCC·Shin. cast unweighted 

fl ies and actually sec the trout a ttack 
your fly. During October and November 

trout ,nove 01110 th e sand y, sha ll ow 
beaches in pursuit of sp3wning smelt. 

This year the trout remained in the shal. 

lows through unt il late Dcccmbe r and 

people w ho took :1<lvantage or the 

slisluly ex tended seaso n caught some 

very good rainhow and brown trout th:tt 
had been reed ing on Snleh and gai ning 

cond i tion :111 s1>ring. 

On the lake last year anglers reported 

c:nching large nurnbers or mending kdt:,; 

throughout rhc summer. This year two 
moderately sized floods in l:ue spring and 

early summer gave kehs the stimul:ttion 

they ncctkd lO return to rhc lake. 

Subsequently these fish were able to take 

advamage of the spawning s mell around 

the lake edge and so recover cond it ion 

quickly. Consequently reports suggest that 

fewer poof'ly conditioned kchs have been 
c~wght this year. Another feature of last 

year'!-> fishing was the unusually large 

number of undersized fish caught 

throughout tht: season. The!'>e small maiden 

(immature) fish always make up a large 

proportion of the populat ion e:1rly in the 

season, so their presence in anglers· 
catches is not surprising.. However, these 

fish grow at approximately 1mm per da)' 

and by January there arc normally <>nly a 

very small percentage of fish shorter than 

the minimum legal length or 45cm. Results 
this year were much more in keeping with 

the typical pat1ern . witlt 31% of fish caught 

in Ocwber 1·clcascd as undersized, hut <>nly 
18% in January. 
The overall size and condi1 ion or legal.sized 

trom kept by anglers this summer were 
similar to those of last year. Table l sho,vs 

the average weight and length <>f r-Jinhow 

FISH where 
the FISH are 

Get your Fl y ou1 to where the 
big rainbows lie. 
Teeny Series/Floating lines 
www.jimlccny.com 
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Weight (kg) 

Length (mm) 

1tlble I : Atiert1ge lenglb 

anti ll'eiglJt of nti11/Jou1 

trout kept ~,· tmgters. 
October I 999 to Jm11u,ry 
2000 

24 

Angler catc h r.ncs this year were above 

average. Jn November the avc:rage catch 

rate ( nu mber of fish caughl per hour by 
the average angler) was verr high, a, 0.46 

success. \Ve:. will run an article on "'Jigging 

:H '11mpo" in the November 2()00 issue of 

Target Ta11po. 
The northern and southern ends of the lake 

usually produce sl ightly different angling 

October November December January February 

i.;s 1.41 1.52 

; 06 501 506 

o r o ne fish every 2.1 hours. The catch 

rat(' remailled high ii\ Occcmbcr (0.32) 

wh ite t he effect of increased boating 

activity and water temperat ure in Januar)' 

is reflected in the lower catch tale of 0.22 

fish/hour (one fish every 4.5 hours). 1:ish 

are still ava ilable to anglers in late 
sum mer but unless you 're prepared to ge1 

up earlr in the n1orningt you need 10 

employ ver)' deep fishing methods s uch 

as w irc l ines or downriggcrs to have 

regular succc:ss. Jiggi ng can also be a 

deep fishing ,nethod and is beginning to 

grow in popularity at Tau po. It has taktn 
a while to c:ttch on here but this summer 

we notkc:d more anglers giving it a go. 

These anglers were all e n joying good 

1.66 1.69 

513 507 

results. '1'11is year the .size of the trom caught 

didn 't var r bcHvec:n localion, but it appears 

that overall success in the northern end 

(!\Orth of a l ine from Wcs1crn Bays 10 1-Ia1epe) 

was higher than the south . The average 

catch rate in the north was 0.34 or on<: fish 

e,'ery 2.9 hours over the summer, whik in 

the sout h it was 0.29 or one fish every 3.4 

hours. Both catch r.ues are very 1-es1>ecrnble 

for Lake T.,upo. 

Our summer angling sui-vcy continue:; u111il 

the cncl of March. lfwe approach you on the 
lake please spare a minute or two or your 

fishing time to talk to us and tell us how your 

fishing is going, Your input is very important 

and it is a good opportunit)' to h:we a chat to 

one of our fishery mngers. 





As (l result of (I SUCC(>S:,ful 

01,-cr11ig lJI trip /11 1/Jtt 

\ft'ster11 /JaJ 'S you may 

}Jm1> mure trout llJt111 lbe 

dalO• 1J,1g limit In your 

JxJs.st•s:si<m. Jfyou a re 
then slojJj)ed ~)' a fisbet:J' 

ranger you t1re In t111 

au•ku ·m'tl siluat/011 

1111/ess J'Ofl bat•e slm-ed 

your Ct1l<'h /11 i11dit1itltwl 

IHlf.:." u•bicb n,~ ,.:let1rlJ' 

/al1e/letl 11'1/IJ .J'OIII' details 

<11ul l b<>tlate 
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Trout Possession and Storage 
Regulations 

·111c 'f aupo fishery i s the b rgest frc::.:-;hwarcr 

fishery in the count ry, anr:1cting approxi• 

mately 45,000 anglers annually. It is primarily 
a visitor fishery with local anglers making up 

only I 8% of total angler numbers. Visiting 

anglers staying for a number of days often 

store their accumulated catches of trout. 

llowever, the dai ly bag lim it is only 1hree 

trout and it is illeg.,11 to contin ue fishing or to 

have: kept more than three trout on any day. 

Clearly it is neces.,,:ary if you are storing troul 
from a previous <lay, that these arc not 

confused with Lhe current 

each angler's c;uch and when it was caught. 

The :;implcst w ay to do 1his is to proccs.-; the 

catch each day, label eac h fish with the 

angler's details and store them separately 
from the followh\g day's catch . This may 

sound like a hassle but it beats trying to 

convince a fishery ranger why you are in 

possession of more than the daily hag limit. 
Anglers frequent!)' store their trout at places 

li ke accornmodation facili ties, commercial 

s mokehouses and restaurants . In all cases 

when t rout are being stored on behalf of 
you, the following is required: 

day's catch. 

If you are staying at home 

or at a fr iend's place this 

simply means you should 

clean each d:ty's catch and 
store it in the freezer. 

However, if you a.re camp­

ing out in the \Vcstern Bays 
you may well end up with 

This may smmd like a 
bllss/e b11t it beats 

try•iug to co1111i11ce a 
fisbetJ' ranger wby 

Whe n you de pos it the 
trout: 

• dearly label each trout with 

your name: and addres~ and 
date of deposit 

yo11 m·e itz possessiotz 
of more tbrm t/,e 
cfoify bllg limit. • do not deposit more than the 

a large number of fish in rm.,r possession. In 
thb s ituation you have to dearly identify 

clail}• bag lirnit on any one day 

• do not store more than 23kg of trout 
• do not gift or exchange trout for full or 

partial payment for sto rage, cook ing or 
smoking 

• have your licence with you so that the 
numbe r can be recorded in the regisrcr 

Wh e n you s tore trout fo r 
someone e lse: 

• kc:c:p a register of angle rs' derails. number of 

trout and total weight of fish 
• rc.:rnin this registc:r for at k-a.')t six months 

after the last entry in it 



• permit fishery rangers to emer the prem· 

ises a1 reasonable tirnes to inspect fish and 

records 

If you are gifted a trout from an angler and 

,vish to have it smoked, follow the same 
procedure but provide the angler's details as 

well as your own. Simi lar·ly, if you arc 

depositing a number of trout caught by your 
angling party, have wi1.h you au the details of 

eacJl angler, including their fishing licence 

numbers. Correctly followed and recorded, 

the trout storage and smoking regulations 

greatly assist fishery rangers to follow u1> on 

reports of anglers hrcaking bag Lim.it :rnd size 
rcgul:nions and 10 ensure trout are not being 

sold. Next time you require your trout stored 
please make sure you label them and have 

the details entered into the register 

provided. 

Winter Angling Prospects 

T
he results of our summer angling survey show that catch rates on the lake arc 

higher than usual. which is Ukely LO carry over into the winter months. Also the 

average size of trout caught in the lake in late summer was high for this time of 

year ( 1.69kg). Given that the fish will continue gmwing umiJ enrering the rivers, winter 

anglers can cxpec-t to catch some very good·sized trout. 
Last winter the fishing on the"l'Ongariro River was an improvement on 19<)8. ·c11e catch 

rate increased from a low in 1998 of around 0.12 or one fish every eight hours, to 0.27 

fish per hour (one fish every 3.7 hours). This improvement is likely to continue this year 

as the nega1ivc effects e.>fthc 1995/96 volcanic eruptions disappear. AIJ indications point 

to winter 2000 being a successful and enjoyable time to fish the ·naupo rivers. Good luck. 
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~)' Ro/J ,lfun;lx,11 

Flsbe,y Ranger G'ort/011 

.lfcKen:::ie nets a fls/J out 

oftbe llj}Sl1V!£Ull /Jell. 

Waipa Trap Summary 

The Waipa Stream is a small tributary of the 
Tongariro River. It enters the Tongariro 

approximately 24km upstream of L.1ke 
Taupo. Since January 1998 we have been 

trapping the run of spawning trout in the 

stream. The trap operates all year round and 
is designed to stop the progress of fish 
migrating upstream and retain them in a 

holding pen, until they can be processed and 
released upstream of the trap. We now have 
two years' worth of da<a relating to the size 
of the spawning run, the length. weight and 

condition of the fish and the O\ICr.lll struC· 

wre of the trout population. 

Operating a fish trap is te,varding, bm can 
sometimes be arduous for those involved . 

Many sunny days are spent maintaining the 

trap and hlll facilities wllile cold, wet nights 

are spent processing runs of fish and 

cleaning the trap bars that get clogged with 
debris. Fishery rangers operate the trap on a 

r()stcred basis, for anywhere up to four 

nights at a time. While there the trap oper­
ator is responsil>le for: 
• maintaining the trap so that it traps 

effectively 
• keeping the trap free of debris 
• processing fish frequently and carefully so 

not to cause them stress 

• keeping accur.-1.tc records of data collected 
• maintaining the integrity of the trap struc-

rnre under flood conditions 

A logbook is kept at the trap hut and is filled 
out by the operator during their time on 

duty. The following as an excerpt from the 
L999Waipa trap logbook, which shows what 
fish crapping can involve. 

3Jufy 1999 
2.40 p.m. Bevan In to trap, Harry out. 

Unpacked gear a11d went 
down to h·ap for a look. mm,,· 
level Is up to 0.40 Strer,m is 

vro,1111. Had 35mm of rain 

since this mor11t11g. Had an 

ef.lrly le<1 and got ready for t/Je 

11/ght. 
4.00 p.m. Staff ga11ge 011 0.62 now. Need 

to clean trap every 15 minutes. 
4.30 /J.111. Staff ga11ge 011 0. 72. Rio-er now 

full with a lot of pumice 
coming down Caught 7().80 

kelts. 

5.30p.m. 

600p.m. 

Staff ga11ge 0.92. 
River owr the top of the trt,p. 

Co11tl11ually cleuned /Jttl 

couldn't keep up with p11mlce. 

Skies clearing hopefully 

630 p.m. Ct111'1 get near tbe riue,; still 
LOO /Jlgb. Swff gm,ge 0.99. 

8.30 p .m . Dropping lo 0.68 but stlll ve,y 

dirty Ccw.glJt a tonne more 
/.,~/Is. 

9.30 p .m. Staff ga11ge 0.55. Dropping. 
Ple11(y of debris a,u/ kelts. 

10.30 p.m. Staff gauge 0.46. Removed 

snwll logs and busbes from 
front /Je1rrler. 

I I.00p.111. Staffgauge0.38.Stlll ti lot of 

pumice. 



Looking dou·ustream at 
t/Je front barrier of/be 
Waipa /rap 

Table /:Number of trou/ 
speci(•.,; r.uul se.,· /11 lbe 
1998 rmd 1999 \Vaipa 
s/)tmtnlng runs 

4July 1999 
Mid11igbt Staff gauge 0.56. Utttold 

pumice.A-fore pumice in 

stream thau wa1e,: \f/here ls it 
coming from? 

1.45 a.m. Staff gauge 0.45. Had to keep 
cleauing. 

2.30 c1.111. Staff gauge 0.45. 
3.30 cw,. Cleaned huge blocks of pwnlce 

off front barrier. Had a quick 
snooze. 

4.30 a.m. Pumice easing anti stream 
clearing. L/11/e rain now. 

6.40 a.nc Getting better. Time for a brew 
and a good elem, up of tbe 
/rap area. 

8.00 a.m. Norrie In to belp wllb tbe 
clean up. Total of 70mm of 
rain, 121 upstream and 134 
downstream trout trapped. 
Some seen jumping trap wben 
water ouer the top of tbe front 
barrier. 

Species and sex 

Rainbow fema~ 
R."l.inbow male 

Rainbow total 
13rown female 

Drown male t 
Brown total 
Overall 

1998 1999 
1_949 3666 . 
I 151 2149 

3100 t 5815 
312 -j- 287 
25_Z 15~ 
569 444 

3669 6259 

Fortunately only a few nights each year arc 

Like this. 

The fruits of our labour 

The number of trout trapJ>ed in the Waipa 

Stream in 1998 and 1999 is shown in table I. 
The si_ze of last year's spawning run was high 
(6259) and substantially greater than I 998 
(3669). This renects the strong year class 

entering the population in 1999. Titis year 
class was identified in LakeTaupo during the 

spring of 1998. when up to 46% of angler­

caught trout were undersize. The tr'ue signifi­
cance of the run size in 1999 is hard to gauge 

at this stage with only two years· trapping 

completed. When data from nther years is 
available the size of each spawning run can 

be evaluated and compared more rigorously. 

The totals provided in t:tble I are adjusted to 
take into account fish that are able co swim 

past the trap and so arc missed from the 

count. This occurs when the stream floods 
over the top of the trap.To be able tn make 

this adjustment we finclip au fish that pass 
th rough the fish trap to identify that they 

have been trapped. When the trout have 

completed spawning and begin moving back 
downstrl-am to the lake, we re•trap a sample 

of these fish. Using the p roportion of fish 
which arc d ipped we can adjust the actual 

number trapped to obtain an assessment of 

the total run siic. 

To obtain the most accurate estimate or the 

total run ,ve need to calcul,ate the run on a 

monthly basis, which requires an estimate of 
the re~idence time of each species. ln other 

words. the amount or time fish spent above 
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(,"ordn11 se11ds auotl.>er 

spuu·uingJisb 011 Its 11•10· 
upstream after 11.•e(r,.bing 
and 111easuri11g ii. Note 

//)e clipped p<'i11icfi11 

u/J01'<' bis left wrist 

1ilble 2: Average /engtb 

u,ul U'<'ight /Jy :,1>ecil:s 

anti sex of ji.sb in /be 

1998 "'"' 1999 \V(l//)a 

spau,11i11g runs 

Table 3: At't!r<1ge 

l·o,ulition fiu·tor of trow 

1mppetl /11 t 998 (Int/ 

1999 l>y s/x•cies lllUI se.< 
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Sex and s1:>ecies 1998 1999 

I 
Length (mm) Weight (kg) Length (mm) Weight (kg) 

R..-iinbow fem..1Je 581 

Rainbow male 579 
Rainbow total 581 
Brown female 622 
Brown male 

~ 
647 

Brown total 633 

the trap spawning before returning dowo­

St ream as kclcs. ·10 establish this, plastic 
coloured tags are inserted in 60 trom per 

month as they pass the trap on their way 
upstream. These fish arc re-trdppt!d on the 

way back downstream and the time spent 
above the trap calculated. The study shows 

that the average residence time ranges from 

one to three months. Male rainbow trout 
spcn<l, on aver..tge, three momhs above the 

trap. while rainbow females only spend one 
month. Brown maks and fenL'\JeS spend two 

months above the crap. \Vhcn you consider 
how long it takes trout to migrate 24km up 

the 10ngarin:> and how long it takes them 10 

get back to the lake after spawning, it is likely 

that many \'(laipa trout spend up to four or 
five months away from the lake. ny knowing, 

the residence times we can adjust the 

monthJy trap total using the proportion of 
clipped kdts re-trapped ac an appropriate 

period later on. For example, 10 adjust tht 

Sex and species 

Rainbow female 
Rairlbow male 
Brown female 

Drown male 

Condition factor 

19')8 1999 

45.30_ 43.69 
42.08 40.72 
46.75 
44.72 

46.47 

43.84 

2.48 525 1.75 

2.29 528 1.68 

2.4 526 1.72 

3.IZ 586 2.59 

5.39 591 2.56 

3.26 588 2.58 

momhly run of rainbow males we use the 
proportion of clipped rainbo,;v male kelts re· 

tr.1ppc;d th.rec months later. 

Table 2 shows that the si.ze of trout ru11Jling 

lhe Wai1>a Stream was substantially lower in 

1999 than 1998. The :ivera!te weight of 
rainbow trout (1.72kg) in 1999 when 
compared to hi::;toric records for ·nmpo is 
very typical, but pales in comparison ro that 

of 1998 (2.4kg). II appears as though the 
positive effects of the 1995/96 Ruapehu 

volcanic eruptions have waned, and the 
growth of trout in the lake has returned to 

pre-eruption levels (Ta,-get 1011/)0, issue 27). 

·111i!> isn't to say that natural fluctu:nions in 

the size an.d quality of 1rou1 won't occur, bm 

the cxorcmc highs of 1997 /98 arc unlikely. 
·n1e condition of trout trapped in I 999 was 

slightly down on 1998 but was still very 
h(-althy as re.fleeted by condition factors in 

the ,nid-40s (table 3). 

The tr.tp was removed from the stream over 

1he Christmas and New Year holiday but was 

hack in operation on I J January 2000. 
DetaHs of the 2000 spawoing ruo will be 

presented in a future issue of Tt1rget 10ujJO, 

but so far this year the nmnber and size of 

trout trapped arc up on l9t)9. 



Fishing Access on the Tauranga­
Tau po River 
Legal ~tcccss for licensed anglers on fom 
e-xtends 4.8km upstream from lhe Tauranga­

T:mpo River mouth. The upper l imit is in the 

vicinity of the Pump Pool, which is the next 

pool upstream from Maniapoto ·s Pool. We 

maintain walking tracks to th is area along the 
true right rivt;r bank from State I Iighway J 

and along the ltue left river bank from 1hc 

encl ofl\,ki Road. 
The landowners h~we receml)' pJamed pine 

trees on the farmland at the end of Tuki 

Road. To prevent ignomnt anglers who 

persist in driving over the pl:1mings, they 

have had a d itch and hank dug at the 

entrance to thei r pines. Yet w ithin day$ a 

wilderness-lover in h is 4\VD made another 

track through the willow and blackberry 

past the ditch and bank and out over the 

pines again! 
\Ve would like to negotiate wich th<: 

landowners to maintain angling access along 
the river bank upstream from the legal limit 

as far as the Rangers Pool. which is the 

wimer upper fishing limit. liowevcr, if 
anglers continue to show such a disre­

spectful regard for pri"me land we can only 

anticipate a distinctly unsympathetic 
hearing. 

Information about illegal activities is only of use when it is 
passed on immediately 

If you sec such an actMty, whatever the time, 
please comact compliance staff 

Telephone: (07) 386 8607 

After hours, an answerphone mes.o;age will provide you with the number of 
the C,0nservancy Duty Officer. He/she will take your call and pass on your 

information 10 the appropriate person. 

Note this contact number is also printed on yourTaupo District fishing licence. 

Target Taupo Mailout 
\'(le have received enquiries as to why some 

Adult Season licence holders did not receive 
the latest edition of Target Ta11po. 
When we receive the licence duplicates back 

from agents. the names and a<ldresse.s of each 
adult season licence holder are emered onto a 
computer datahase. Approxim:1tcly 12,000 

adclrcssc:; arc entered over the course of each 

season ·nus database becomes the address list 
to mail out thre~ iss11es or Target 1Qupo ovc-r 
the following season. Therefore someone 

who purchased a whole season licence for 

the I 998/99 season will get tl1n::c copies of 
the magazine up to and including this issue. 

Similarly if you ha"e purchased a 19')<J/2000 

licence you will receive three copies of 1(1:rgel 

1'aupo starting with the July 2000 issue. 11lis 

is the most effective way ro manage the 

m-aUout system. 

OccasionaUy we arc unable to enter a name 
and address because they are Ulegible or the 

address is u1completc. We take a lot of care, 
including checking street names and subutbs 

in directories., but parlicuJarly where holiday 

addresses have been used there is not a lot 

mol'c we can d(>. E.1c.h season approxintatcly 

5% of the fi.rst m-ailout is ('emrned by New 

Zealand Post for various reasons. 
There will always be a few glitches in the 

system. and if you have purchased a licence 

and do not receive your July issue please tele­
phone Shirley Oates at the ·1\11··.angi office 

with your licence number and you \ViU be 
entered onto the database. 
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What Does This Autumn Hold 
For Deer Hunters? 

by Cam Speedy 

U,m co-r,rtllnnles animal 

pest mu/ t/J11"<Jl<111ed 

species manaf.!.emcml for 
ll1e 7011gari1YJ-Taupo 

Co11ser,~a,19t C£1m a1ul 
IJI.~ team al:m ot•ersee 

W<'l'<I nu11wgcme111 mu/ 

IJnbltat monito1·i11g 

AS another ruuing season draws closer, it is 

timely to review the summer and to predict 

what this autumn may bring for hmuers. 
The weather patterns during chc winter or 
I 999 provided fcne crisp days and less rain­
fall than we have experienced in the central 

North Island for over a decade. This has 
had a major influence on forest and moun· 

tain ecosystems tJ1roughout the region thjs 

gro\ving season. These weather patterns 
on top of the fan tastic autumn 1999 

production of seed and fruit set this 
summer up as a cracker for many critters. 

Most deer came out of the easy winter in 
good condition and fawn survival in partic­

ular appears to have been high. TI1ere have 
been many yearlings about over summer 

and it is likely most hinds will carry bener 
than average body condit ion through to 

their receptive cycles in autumn,motivating 
the stags into a busy and vocal roar. Regular 

summer rain , mostly in the form of after-

SPORTING LIFE -TORANGI 
Outfitters to the Famous Tongariro River 

Fly fish ing specialist out/liters, proolding a complete range of 
all tackle, hireage and accessories from leading manufacturers 

including Cortland, Scientific Anglers, Umpqua, Sage, 
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Composite and Ki/well. 

Sporting Life Turangi 
Graham and Kathy 
The Mall, Turangi 

Telephone: (07) 386-8996 
Fax: (07) 386-6559 

... 
DORLON 
cm ~T1n 1.1n 

noon build-up~. helped the growing season 

continue right through January and 

although temperatures were a liu1e cool at 
times with late frosts :md summer snow 

falls included. there has been plenty of 
growth. T he huge numbers of seedli ngs 

popping up out of the leaf litter all over our 
beech forests arc evidence of an important 

natural phenomenon w hich has not been 
seen for many years. As a resuh of last 

autumn's beech mast (fruiting) large 

numbers of mice have also been a feature of 
the summer. The increased rodent popula· 

tion has allowed predators like stoats to do 
well coo, so don't be surprised if you see 

plenty of these animals while huntiJlg 
rutt ing stags this year. Once the mice popu,. 

lation starts to decrease, predators will be 

forced ro forage longer and harder until 
winter gets them. 

Our survey and monitoring teams have been 
out over summer estabUshing and re-meas,. 

uring forest plots. It will be interesting to 
see over the next few ye.1.rs how many of the 

beech seedling.5 grow into saplings and how 
many of these make it through rhe hrowsc 

tier or get lost along the way. The big seeding 

year could be just the kick start o\lr high 
CO\lntry forests need to get back on track · 

but not if all the seedlings are eaten by 

h\lngry deer. 
Red deer numbers have continued to be 
sparse on the Kaimana,va and Tongari ro 

National Park wps this summer. Tongari.ro 

Forest has seen a good harvest of young 

deer this season as the herd increases 

following the impacts of 1080 possum 
control in the winter of 1995. Hunters 

need to harvest breeding hinds a liule 
harder in this forest if the ecological gains 

from the possum and goat control are to be 
maintained in coming years. There is still a 

misconception -amon.g hunters that killing 

young stags and leaving hinds will help 
improve the hunting in these places. 'Ifie 

reality is that such a harvest approach 
reduces the quality of the rut hunting by 

reducing the proportion of mature males in 
the population and creates greater impact 

on the habilat from the more sedentary 
famiJy groups associated with breeding 

females. If recreational hunting is to 



77Jt' di:)' tt'inh•r in 1999 
11ppcars to /J(lt·e resulted 

i11 IJig/J fim•n s1tr1•i1:a/ as 

e11ldenced ~)· l b<' large 

1111111l}t~r ofye111'/i11gs 

(ll:>011I Ibis SIIIJllll(!r 

continue LO contribute t<) forest protection 

in many areas of the conservancy, hunters 

must harvest a greater propor-

forest cover. The jaw sample from the 

R:mgitikci Remote Experience Zone last 
spring (see separate article 

tion of female deer. 

'l11crc has been some spectac­

ular early velvet around the 

sika blocks this summer, and 

with improved hody condition 

hinds should cycle well, kick 

start i11g the stags imo ge.u 

come April. Thi!> may wdl be a 

roar to remember so make 

sure you get out and enjoy ii. 

«If ,·ecreatio,u,l 
htmli11g is to 

in this issue) suggests this 

area is about to go through a 

co11ti11ue to 

co11trlbute to forest 
proteclio11 bi 

many ,we,,s of tlJe 
co11.serva,u:y, hu,iters 

111ust bllrvest a 

greater proporlio11 
of female deer." 

period of population 

increase. Ensuring }'OU 

shoot plenty of hinds as 

weU as cha.sing rutting st.\gs 

in this area will help ensure 
our forests <lo not suffer 

from increased browse 

pressure. 

Places worth a look are, 

• The \Vaipakihi Valley ,vhere deer numbers 

arc sLarting to pick up after the impacts of 
the Ruapehu ash falls in 1996 

• 'l11c \Vaiotaka/\'(lhitikau catchments where 
the numbers of red deer in particular arc 

now building six years afler a highly 

successful I 08(} possum control 01:>eration 

• 111e K:lipo River/Oamaru Hut a.r<-a as deer 

spi ll om of the increasingly favourable 

summer h:1bitat available ()n Poronui 

station 

• The Mangamaire/Rangitikei catchments 

whkh continue to h:tvc moderately high 

deer density due to the heavy scrub and 

Don't forget those spots a 

l ittle closer to home. The 

areas east of Kiko Roat! end and Clements 

Mill Road arc boch worth a bit of homework 

for that once in a lifetime trophy. ·n1c upper 

·1ongarirv River off che Desert Road 

shouldn•t he overlooked for a handy deer 

either. 

My sika picks for the roar th.is year are the Te 

Tiring:1 Stream headwaters and the mid• 

Mang~1maire Ri\rer C"Jtchmems. In terms of 

rc<.I deer, Tongari.ro Forc~t will produce a big 

one this ro~lr, despite alJ the spikc:rs that have 

been shot I here in recent years. 

Please remember to provide feedback in the 

form of hunting diaries, deer jaws, antlers 



tivcly iden· 

tify your target 

before you take a 
sho1. Autumn is a very 

A /11/e swmm,,· siku stag, 

polished up 1111d 1Y!tU~)' to 

go.' 

(sec 
the advert isement for 
this year's sika competition) and wildlife 

sightings at the end of the autumn hu nting 

exciting time to h um . \Vit h a b i t of 

t hought for the f uwrc wellbeing of the 

forests in w hich rou hunt and a 101 of care in 

how you use these forests, you can ensure 

you and your huntin~ companions con tinue 

to enjoy them for years ro come. 

period. Take note of your J)CSl icicle 

summaries. and :1bove all, ensure you posi· 

Be Read~ for the Annual 

~i;;,,1;(ij~iii ttfeI•l~IQ~iiit•l~i 
Sunday July 2nd 2000 

THIS NEW MILLENNIUM EVENT WILL BE BETTER AND BIGGER THAN EVER 

YOU WILL SEE LIVE DISPLAYS OF: 
e JawAgeing 
• Head Measuring 
• Taxidermy 
• International S1ka Sooety 
• Hunters & Habitats Club 
• Fish& Game 
e o.o.c. 
• Environment Waikato 
e E.P.R.O. 

SECTIONS FOR: 

BEST SIKA HEAD 

BEST RED HEAD 

BEST PIG TUSKS 

J UNIOR SECTION 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION 

Buy yoUI ticket now in the Hunters & Habitats Club Raffle to be drawn on competition Day 
DRAW 1 · $1,000.00 WORTH OF STONEY CREEK CLOTHING (sponsoreo by Taupo $ports Wo~o) 
DRAW 2: $1,000.00 WORTH OF RIDGE LINE CLOTHING (sponsoreo by Cameron Sports Imports) 

SPOT PRIZES 
CATEGORY PRIZES 

(All flt'ooeeds going towatd reo.iloog Telrioga '*il & !toe Sika Drua PtQieet.) 

0 ENQUIRIES & RAFFLE TICKETS: 
Ous1om Caruidges 
Telopllone: 07 378 4593 
P.O. Box 794. Taupo. GREAT LAKE CENTRE · TAUPO 

DOORS OPEN 10AM • PRIZE GIVING 4PM 
ADMISSION ADULT S5.00 
COMPETITION FEE: $25.00 

I DOOR PRIZES WEB SITE: v.ww.nZSllt<a.co.nz 

" E-MAIL: mar1<Ocu<1omcartridges.co.nz L-- __________________________________ .. 
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by.l'ldPtt!IJ 

Sid C<X>ttlilwtes 

compliance and law 

enjhrcemenl actluity for 

1/Je 11111po Fisbel'y 1llw1 

111ui lrai11i11 .. ~ of 

COIISt'l'llllllCJ' SltlJT and 

IJOIIOl'tll'.) ' J"tlllJ((_)r$ 

Sid Puia (l<j)) mu/ /Jou 

Merton 

The New Millennium on the 
Chatham Islands 
TI1e Chatham Isl:mds"First to sec the sun"lie 

in the South Pacific Ocean , 768km east of 

mainland New Zealand, and consist of two 

m:1in islands, both inhabited • Chat ham 

I sland and Pill Island. 

Among some 40 ocher islands are the two 

Crow n-owned islands. Rangatira and 

Mangen-:. These isltm<ls are nature reserves, 

managed by the Department of Conservation 

and arc important sancmaries ror thrc.--atened 
species. ~n1e highest point in the Chathams' 

grou1> occurs on Mangere and the third 

highest poinr on Rangatira. 
The millennium exeitcmcnt during the year 

h:uched up all kinds of commercial ventures 

and none more demanding lha.n seeing the 

first sunrise. 
Because of this, the Department had 

concerns that the visitor numbers would rise 

to bclween six or seven thousand, ahnost IO 
times the resident population of the 

Chathams. \'(lich so many visitors predictt.-<l 

the Department 's plan was to send rwo 
compli:rncc: rangers. one to each island. Wi1h 

Clayton Ross from Nelson/Marlborough 

Conservancy I was fortunate enough 10 be 

selected to undertake this r()lc. 

On 20 December 1999 at about I.I 5 p.m . 

C:hathams' time I :lrrived at Chathams'Airport 

and along with Clayton Ross and Don Merw n 

were met by the Area Manager John Mason. 

The DOCAn. .. office is at Tc One. 

We were briefed that afternoon on our tasks 

and compliance issues '\Vhich we might 

encounter. Clayton would so to Mangere 

and Don and I to Rangati ra. Our jobs were to 
be made easier by the fact 1ha1 the predicted 

visitor numbers were now only 700 or so. 
Nevertheless, the plan was flexible enough 

to simultaneously iJ\tegrate our compliance 

tasks w ith the threatened species recovery 
programmes c ur re ntl)• underway o n both 

islands. 

Th<: f<>IJ<>wing morning we packe<I our food 

for the duration or our sta)', expecting to 

return back to the Chathams o n 8 January 

2000. Unl ike any otl1er areas in which I have 

worked, the food and equipment were 
packed in rodent-free condi tions and s(·Jlcd in 

containers before being loaded for the islands. 

At 9 a.m. we left Owcng.1 by fishiJ1g l>0at for 

Mangerc :md Rangat.ira fsland.-,. ·n,crc arc no 

jcrties on the islands and you rely totally on tJ1e 

skill of the fi!)hing boat operator and your 

timing amongst the rise and fall of the waves 

to unload yourself safely on the wave platform. 

Once safely o n land and w ith all the gear 
unloaded, we met with Helen Gummer, who 
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First to see t/Je s1111 in //Jc 

ll)htl mll1'?nnium 

put us through the ropes of local island 

protocol and a more detailed programme of 

the tasks relating to the monitoring and 

recording of: 

• Chatham lsland Petrel - checking burrows 

• Dlack Robin - checking pairs, offspring and 

bond.ings 

• NZ Shore Plov.;r · checking p:,irs and bonclings 
• Chatham Island Oyster Catcher; 

• the island's 30-odd bait srntions. 

These tasks were to keep us busy all clay and 

every day. 

Helen left us on 23 December to join 

Clayton Ross and Terria Thurl<:y on Mangcrc 

Island. 
Christmas Day came and wcm like a thief in 
the night. O n the afternoon of 3 l 

December, Don and I strolled up ,o North 

Summit to set up camp for the night. The 

view was magnificent con1ing on to I.1st 

Ught . For a moment 1hc birds flying to the 

west of us seemed sw;pcncled in iota.I anlma~ 

tion as the sun ·s rays renectcd off the sea, 

with a tinge of red. adding delight to every 

shepherd's and ancient mariner 's heart. The 

for thcoming day, the first of the new millen­

nium, should he a happy one. 

We stayed up all night and on the dot of 

midnight exchanged messages by morse 

code with our colleagues anti everyone else 

who could see us. 

The sunri~c was even more spectacular . 

what ;1 view! 

Before long it was t ime to le~tve. Every 

moment on the island had been a new expe­

rience, especially the "hands on .. work ,vith 

the different species. It ,vas aJso pleasjng 

that there were no compliance incidents on 

either island. 

We left Rangatira Island on 8 January 2000, 
reamed up with Clayton and flew home 

from the Ch;;nha.ms with the Prime Minister 

on IO January. 



Catfish Tagging Update 

In December 1999 we tagged another 800 
catfish in Waihi Bay by attaching a purple 

spaghcui-li k<: rag (rather than yellow or 

or:.tngc as in L 998) under the dorsal fin of 

each fish. Each tag has a unique number so 

that we can follow the history of individual 

catfish . Tags f r<>m cat.fish caught by anglers 

provide valuable information about the 

wowth rate and the rnovemem of these fish. 

So far a dozen tags have been returned. Most 
of the tagged fish have been caught in the 

Tokaanu Power StatJon mil.race, about J km 

away from w here they were ragged, but one 

,vas c-aught at Omori, 5 km m.vay. 

These returns indicate that catfish roa.m 

freely at the southern end of the lake. Further 

tag returns, accompanied by measurement.,; 

of the length of the fish, will allow us to 

assess how c:ufish grow rhroughout the 

summer. Ultimately the tagging experiment 

will provide us with some estimaLion of the 

total number of catfish present at the 

southern end of the lake. 

Simul taneously, observations of catfish move­

mem have been made in Motuoapa Bay 

w here six catfish were equipped with 

acoustic transmitters (1"arget Taupo, issues 
30 and 31). n,ese special transmitters send 

information about the fish 's position and t.hc 

depth at which it is swimming. Str~ucgically 

positioned recorders set on the lake bed 

automatically log this data. We collected 

9000 transmissions between May and 
December I 999. The preliminary analysis of 

the resuJ,s indicates that calflsh leave their 

shallow habitat in Motuoapa Bay in 

Novemlx.r to go further offshore using water 

up to 23 mccres deep over summer. 

The full picture of the movement <>f catfish 

in Lake Tau po will be: presented in future 

issues of 1t1rge1 7tmpo. 

In the meantime thanks again to all those 

people who have returned catfish tags. 

RIVER ANGLING SIGN UPDATE 
In issue 32 of 1i1rge1 10upo we explained the process involved in rt.·•dcsigning th<.: new river 
angling signs for the Tong-ariro River. We signed off the final proofs and phumed to h:we the 

signs in place by the e1\d of 

Turangi's Newest Tackle Shop 

~UNDER 
NEW MANAGEMENT 

The Raised Hackle 
123 Taupehi Road, Turangi. Ph (07) 386 0374 

November 1999. Unfortunately 
though, problems ,vith produc­

tion of the signs have delayed 

installation and this is finally 

occurring a~ this issue goes to 

print. 

In the meamime we arc taking 

aerial photographs of the other 
eastern t ributaries so that access 

maps of these ri vers can be 

1)roduced. Once these are 

collated, a simila.r design and 

production process co that used 

for the ·rongariro signs will 

beg.in. We will keep you up to 

dare- with progress in the next 

issue of 70rget 1'aupo. 

Have a look at the signs on the 

Tongariro River this year and 

feel free to contact us with any 

comments or suggestions. 
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1999 Spawning Summary 

Spawning is the term used to describe repro­

<lu<:Lion in fish. For trout in Taupo spawning 

involves mature fish (aged two to three years 

or o lder) migrating from the lake up the 

many rivers in the disLriCl to breed. The trout 

begin to accumulate at the mouths of trihu• 

rnries in autumn, feeding and preparing for 

the winter's migr-Jtion. The water tcmJ>era~ 

tu.re cJ.rops with the onset of winter and the 

fish begin to he.ad upstream, travelling 
mostly at night. \Vhcn heavy r.tin falls an<l 

the rivers become swollen and dirty the 

trout surge upstream in large numbers. By 
Septen\ber, the majority of mature trout have 
reached the headwater spawning grounds, 

whid> can be up 10 25km from Lhe lake. ·n1e 

fish pair up and courtship begins in earnest. 

The number of mature fish running the 

rivers and the survival of the young 

produced are ke)' 10 1he sustainabili1y of the 

Tau1>0 fishery. Spawning must be successful 

and enough juvenile trout produced to 

provide for satisfactory angling in 1he future. 

Enough trout need to survive to be able to 

return to the strc..oam and spawn themselves, 

perpetuating the process. 

IJ.ecause the Taupo tr0Ul population is wild 

and no hatchcry-n:arccl fish arc released into 

the lake or rivers, o,~e of our main roles as 

fishery managers is to ensure na1Ural 

spawning habitat is available and to assess: 

how successful spawning was. We do tllis by 
monitoring the foUowing aspects: 

• t he number of trout reaching t he upstl"(.--am 

spawning grounds 

• fish p~1ssage and access co these spawning 

grounds 

• 1he number of 1rou1 fry ( <25n1m) produced 
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ltinc 1naiai :a Taur-Jn jta-T :rnpo 

in theTong.1riro River throughout the year 

• the number of t rout fingcrlings (25mm~ 

120mm) that survive in theTongariro River. 

A combination of all this information allows 

us to assess the overall success of a particular 

spawning season. Based on this year's moni4 

tori.ng results l.he 1999 spawning season was 

rc.1.sonahly Sltcccssful. 
Firstly, the number of trout running the 

various r ivers ro spawn was greater than 
average, except in the H incmaiaia River. 

Graph I presents <he resul1s of 1hc escape­

ment (spawner) monitoring programme 

which hnrolves counting the number of 

spawning fish in five streams each month by 
drift diving or ,v:1lking. 'Iltt! \Vaimarino and 

·nauranga~Taupo rivers received very good 

numbers of trout. and the \~hitikau (a tribu­

tary of the Tongariro) had a slight ly above 

average season. As discussct.l in the La.st is:;uc 

of n,rget Taupo. issue 32. the Waiotaka River 

gorge was blocked. As it held a lot of trout in 

the surve )' sec,ion of the river, 1his unfortu· 

natcly biased the results of <,)Ur moni1oring 

prior to re moving the b loekagc in carlr 
Oc1obcr. 

Fish passage this wintc.r was also disrupted 

in 1hcWhi1ikau Gorge (1he Grouo) . If b lock­

ages of this SiY.C in such imporrnnt spawning 

lributarics are left unnoriced all winter the 

impact on juvenile production can he quite 

significant. Due to the monitorlllg projoct in 

place both blockages were identified early 

and in the case of the Waiotaka, removed as 

S<X>n as possible. ·n,c Cro1co is ,1nfortunately 
a natural barrier, which only impacts on 

migration during low now conditions. In 

smaU flood-, the fish a.re able to negotiate the 

W h ilibu W;1i1nan n(> 



}011 Pn/111(•1' (left), Gort/rm 

JlcKeuzie and 1/arry 

/lumillo11 (r(~bl) use a 

/well, J>nck electric Jls/Jlng 

lllflCIJil l l' (Q Cli/C/J J'OIIIIJ.: 

trv11I in /be \'f'/JiJik,111 

S/l't!(WI 

H)e to/) fls/J Is n J:oaro 

((;a1a.¥i£1s IJt't!ttipi1111is) 

whlcb Is a common catch 
In Taupo streams when 
sampling Juvenile trout 
numbers. The easiest 
way to distinguish 
between the young 
rainbow trout (middle) 

and /Jrown trout 
(bottom) are the 

orange spots and 

bright orange 
adipose fin (the 

fin Just forward 
of the tall) on 

the /Jrown 

trout 

falls. though in consistent periods of low 

rainfall migration is almost impossible. Last 

year access to the spawning grounds was 
restored after spring r.tin, albeit late in the 

year. In both cases access was restored 
before the end of th<::: spawning migration, 

therefore any negative effect on juvenile 

production is likel}' to be insignificant. 

Another way of monitoring spawner 

numbers is through the operation of the 

\Vaipa trap on the Tongariro River. The 

results of last wimer's trapping are discussed 

in the feature article on page 28 in this issue 
of Ttirget Tt111/JO and arc consistent with the 

high counts on the other .rivers. 

Overall a more than satisfactory number of 
trout escaped being caught and natural 

morrnlity to reach thci.r spawning grounds 

this year. 

The other component in an as...~cssmcnt of 
spawning s uccess involves monitoring the 

numbers of you11g lrout produced. \Ve do 

this using electric fishing machines :1nd 

baited minnow traps (]argc metal versions of 

the plastic hait catcher). It is obviously 
impossible to count every juvenile trout 

produced ln the Tongariro Rjver, so wt: 

sample numerous stretches of lhe river with 

the aim of identifying trends in the numhcr 

caught 0\1er thne. I.n 1999 juvenile produc­

tion was strong and a defiJ1ite improvement 
over L998. However the results from January 
2000 show a drop in the number of fry, 

which is likely to be due to flooding in 

October/November 1999. Large spring 
floods can potentially have an effect on trout 

production as the scouring of the riverbed 

destroys eggs and newly hatched fry and rhe 
insects the young trout feed on. This year it 

appears that the flood may have had an 

effect. the extent or which won't be obvious 

until the next monitoring in two months' 

lime has been completed. 

(),•crall though the spawning s,:ason of L999 

was strong and the prospects for future 
angling arc good. In two ~·t'ars· time the juve­

niles of 1999 will reach maturity and should 

be a hig part of your catch. 



Witb 11/J J><ru:er Sl(ltion 

shut dOu'II the flmt• mier 

118 t/(lm rejle,:ls tbe 

11atural flow i11 /be 

llinenwlflla River 

40 

Hinemaiaia River Resource 
Consents 
TrustPower is currently in the process of 

seeking new con:,ents for the: 01>eralion of 

the three power statjons on the Hincmaiaia 

River. Conscncs for rhe top two dams. HA and 

HC, expired in November 1998 but those for 

HO arc not due tunil 200 I. lt seemed most 

sensible, given the integrated nature of the 

whole scheme, 10 consider au of the consents 

at the same time and so along with o ther 
interested parties we agreed to the consents 

being held over until 200 I. 
The process to identify possible issues and 

concerns of various groups with an interest 
in the river and its surrounds and to gather 

information to address these began early last 

year. \Ve did not, however, sec very much 

progress. 
In November the Ocpartmcn1 had further 

dealings with T ruscPower over now fluccua· 

lions in the lower river. These d iscussions 
saw a much more constructive working rela• 

lionship develop which has carried over into 
the consems process. ln January we met on 

site with TrustPowcr and highl ighted the 

fisheq' issues with them. T hese are now 

being addr<.'s:-cd as part of a sm<ly due to be 

cornpleted in sever:.tl months. As a consc· 

qucncc, we arc much more op1imis1 ic about 

how the consents process may progn.:ss this 

year. 
Another outcome of the d i,scussion.s is that 

TrustPower is instaUing an automated flow 

recorder just downs1ream of IIO J>Ower­
housc. ·n1is will assist with its operation and 

will also provide :rn accurate summary of the 
flow regime in the river. 1>rcviously flows in 

chc r iver have been 1he subject of debate 

between the fishery managers and stat ion 
01:>erators because there were no flow read­

ing..~ av:1ilablc. Instead flows were calcuJatcd 
from the setting of the power station turbine 

which has been demonstrated to not .t(W-:l)'S 

be correct. 
We will report more fully on the desired 
outcomes from a fishery perspective in 

future is.sues of Target Tau/JO. 



The Living Delta 
111is unusu:11 aerial photo sho,vs receding Jloodwa­

ters from thcTongariro River rIowing ovc:rland 

WAJOTAKA RIVER 
CHANGES IN PLACE 
In the last issue of Target Tt,upo we 

expl:l.i 11c:d how policy changes b)' lhc 

Dcpartmem of C..<>rrcc1ions over anglers· 

access had e;;ffc,:ctivdy created a private 

fishc:rr within 1hc Tongariro-Rangipo 

prison propcny. As a consc.:quence :1 

10km 1·c:-1ch of the \'(laiotaka River was 

dosed to all anglers fro,n J December 

1999. 
Signs m:1rking the upstrcarn :tnd down­

stre:1111 boundaries of the dosc:c.l area arc 

now in place. Frorn the \Vaiot:1k:1 mouth 

w our sign about 2km ups1rc;-1m from 

Hautu Ford on \'(/:1iotaka Road the river i~ 

open to fishing all year round. 1:rom 

lhen~ to our ncxt sign ahoul lOkm 

upstream is pcrm:tnently closed 10 

fbhing and there is no public acces~. 

Upstream from rlu.: prison boundary. 

within Kainrnnawa Forest Park, fishing is 

permitted from I December to 3 1 May. 

into Stump 8:ty lt1st November. 

Thc m:,in course of the river flows 

from left to r ight 1hrough the 

middle of the pie, ure and on to 

Lake: T:mpo at the Dcha. This 

flood i s c:stim:ucd 10 h:w<.: 

a rccurn freguencr of 

:\bout seven ro eight 

}'cars and pt'akcd ~u 
aboul 670 cubic 

metre:- per second. 
\~hen the photo was 

taken two days after 

thc I I November pc~,k 

some of the flow was 
i,.till running into St u mp 

Bay. 
Floods of thi.s intensity and 

larger play an im1>0rtant role in 

shaping the river channel and the 

namral growth of thc flood p lain hy 

depositing sediment :111d erodi1JA new n,,er 

courses as the lanc.J build-; up. 

FREE RIVER FLY 
FISHING SEMINARS 
follo,vlng on from the: succ:, .... ~ful lake 

fishin~ scminan- hdd this swrnnc.:r we ~,re 

ninn.ing two seminars for winter river 

anglers. Seminars cover the basi<.: methcxl'i 

and 01 hcr infi)nnation required LO be 

~uccessful on the 1hng:ariro :1nd ocher 

·fau1>0 river~. Each seminar will fcaLurc 

fi.sln:ry ~1aff cxplaiJUng trout bc:haviour. ny 

fish.in~ u:chniqucs and tips ro help you 

cnch one of the region ·s winter run 

rainbow trout. ~n,is is ~u, idtY.ll opportunit)' 

1hr thc lx.-ginncr or holiday :u1glt.:rs. 

Both semina~ will be at the Tong.ariro 

National Trou1 Centre. Sr:nc Jligll\V:I)' l. 

from I 0.30 a.m. to I 2.5() p.m. on 

S:uurday, 20 Mar and Saturday. 8 Julr 

When: 10.30 a.m. Saturday, 20 
May and Saturday, 8 July 

Where: Tongariro National 
Trout Centre, Turangi 

/4 ) 



Keith Draper 

O
ne of New Zealand's most prolific fishing and 

hunting authors and knowledgeable anglers. 

Keith Draper.died last month after a long illness. 
Keith h:1d a special artinhy for theT,wpo fishery and many of 

his books and anicles focussed on his experiences fi.shing 

the local lakes and rl\·ers. He also wrote of the ltiStOf1' 0fthc 

fishery and the char.:,cters who have.: made it famous. 

A long•timc resident or Taupo. Keith set up his well 

knO\VO tackle business here and later rctin.:cl in t he town. 

Many anglers ,vcrc introduced to trout fishing throt1gh 

Keith's books and regular ,nag.'l't.ine and ncwsp:iper articles. 

He had a panicular knack for explaining esoteric topics 
simpl)' and clearly. I lis instn1ctionaJ writing was often 

complcmcnt{.-d by hjs own tak:-ntt.-d drawings. I particularly 

remember his liule book Tie a Fly. Ne:1rly 30 years ago r 
persevert.>d with Lhc solt; guidance of Lhis book and proudly 

"'taught m)'sclf" to produce pass:1blc we1 flies. dries and 

nymphs. Only lalcr did i1 occur ro me that really Keith taught 

mc,tvcn ifhc wasn't there in person. 

\X' ith the 1978 publication or Angling /11 New Zealt111d 

Keith produced one of the most useful and comprehen· 

sive books on trou1 fishing in this coumq•. 

I was fortunate to get to know Keith wdl in the last 20 

years :md enjoyed his company as an angler and a stalwart 

member and patron of thc13upo fishing Club. However, 

he put n1uch more than this back into his spoi-t and 

passion. Keith was an early member of the l~c<lcration of 

Check us out 
on the web 
GUIDE BOOT 
Leather uppers impregnated 
throughout with water­
repellent finish 
• high, padded ankle 
cuff for suppor! and comfort 
• comfortable neoprene lining 
• triple-stitched i nstep for tonger 
wear • tough, quick-draining mesh 
tongue • military-styfe speed lacing system 
• PVC welt and EV" mid-sole provide maximum 
protection from sharp rocks • super-dense felt is 
stitched to .vc well for added durability 

Lake Taupo Fishing 

and £1oa1ing Clubs. 
later w become the 

Central Nonh Island 
Wildlife Conser­
vancy Council and 

now lhc Taupo 

Fishery Advisory 
Committee, which 

provided user reprc:· 

scmation in the 

management of I he 

fishery in those da}'$. 

He also g-a,·e;; his titllc 

co the national exec· 
utive of the New 

Zealand l)ccr-

~talkers· Associ:1tion 

and only a few years 

ago transformed his vision into n.---:.llily a~ the founder of 

the \'(lildfowlers· Associatio,1. 

W'hik Keith's passing is :1 gn..-at loss to Taupo ~•nglers and 

im.kcd the fishe111, his writings wiJJ live on for furnrc: gcncr­

a1ions o f anglers and hunters. I am ~urc all Ttnget T"upo 
n:ader:, join me in offt:ring o ur condolences 10 his wile 

M:1rgan.:L and his family. 

-Jo/J11 Gib/Js 

"WOMEN IN 
CONSERVATION" 
GROUP 
In Augus1 t1nd September of lasl 

)'Car the w omen from lht 

To ngatiro-Taupo Conscl'vancr 

planted 400 trees a~ part of :1 

rcveget:uion project al the 

Tongariro Natio nal Trout 

C~ntre. The: trees were planted 

near and around the electric 

fish counting ch:unber m:ar the 

Tongari ro River. 

www.simmsfishing.com 
The trees have survived well 

consickring 1he h o t and 
humid conditions which we 

have had o,,e r recc::n t weeks. 

llowcvcr, the chore o f a day's 

w eeding w :u> n t·Cc:,S:lq' in 

l;chruar y so Lhat the b l ac k• 

bcrrr and \.vccds didn' t take 

over ag:1in. 

SIMMS 
Fisherman's Loft - Christchurch • Sporting Life - 7immgi 
• Tisdalls - A11ckla11d • Tisdalls - \flelli11gto11 • The Fly & Gun Shop - laupo 
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Large Arbor. 
Small Price 

• 
The Viscount MKIII 
Large Arbor Reel 

The benefits of large arbor reels - faster retrieve and less line memory - have 

long been known to Hardy (wimess the St George reel of 1911). This heritage 

is now combined with modern materials and technology to produce the 

Viscount MKIII . As you would expect it has all the features of a Hardy. 

Except the price. Just $199. And only at your House of Hardy dealer. 

TISDALLS TISDALLS 
176 Queen St 
Auckland 
Ph: 09 379 0254 

O'KEEFE'S FISHING 
27 Erucra St 
Rororua 
Ph: 07 346 0178 

CREEL TACKLE 
189 Taupahi Rd 
Tura11gi 
Ph: 07 386 7929 

51 Broadway Ave 
Palmersron North 
Ph: 06 358 6377 

COivlPLETE ANGLER 
Cashel & Barbados St 
Christchurch 
Ph: 03 366 9885 

TISDALLS 
52 Will is St 
Wcllingron 
Ph: 04 472 0485 

CENTREFIRE 
358 Moray Place 
Dunedin 
Ph: 03 477 3266 

For the latest House of Hardy Catalogue p lease write to: 
Tisdalls, Box 269, Wellingron or phone 04 472 0485 

e-mail: hardy@tisdalls.co.nz 

( Dcolcr enquires to 04 939 1889) 
F&G 425 



Tbe clear, clean qualities 

of Lake Taupo are under 
urlous threat from 
incn.~(b('tl llllffl.t,:t·ll illJIIIIS 

UNDERWATER 
VIEWING 
CH.Ai\1BER 
RE-OPE1 S 
I he cban,~<·.\ lo /he 

111uleru ·t1h•1· 1•f<'1l'lug 

c-b,1111b<'r 111 llw lml/.!,t1rirtJ 

\utfonnl lrrm/ < ,·11/re 

""~ 11/11111,,1 < 11111/>lt.·t,• 1111d 

tl.x• comph•."I; I., ,mu• 
ag a i n open to 1•/.-.f1<n·s. 

C(•11t re \1111w,f.!t•r /: rn-J/ 

<11<1b_r n,111111111 

Conser, ,11u 1• li111tl.,;ct1/X! 

lrchitc~a llt·ru·1 \dwflus 

diso,ss th~· Jl11/., hi11!( 

l o u cb <'S 

Joint Limnological Societies 
Conference 
l.amnolo;g} 1, llu· ,tut.I~ of fre,h" Jtc,:r--. Jnd 

thl· J>l:lms ~rnd ;mmuh 1hat lin· nl thl·m l.a!\t 

No"cmbcr t ht fir:-,,1 joint confcn:ncc: or the: 

Au,1r.11ian :111<.1 New Zealand Lun nolog,cal 

~ocictk~ wa, hel<l ,u the \X'aira~c:, lh.·,ort 

nc.·a..rTaupo 

~·,cralTaupo h,hc,:n Area ~laff Jlll'ndcd the: 

1,rc,cntation"' trom , cicnti:-,b from hoth 

t·ountrics and the a:i-:,.oci:ltnl l:tkc roan:t!tcrs, 

work..,hop which followed the conh:tt.'1H:c: 

DO<: Fishc~ ~4.1c:1111 ... , Dr )tidu·I lkdu31 

prt.*"Cntl"C.I a p.1pc..·r to •l public h>n1m m the: 

<,rc;.11 L:1ke Ccrurc 1t1 l.1upo which .u.1dt\.·,...cd 

the rish to l.:1k<.' 'LtUJlO wa1cr qu:llh> from 

future agricuh ur.11 tk"dopmcnt 

'< ll'nlbl.\ and m,uMi,:cr, from Em 1ronnH:nt 

\\J1lJlo. the re1,:m1lJI council. and '\Jho nal 

lrhtllutc o(\\;'atc:r Joe.I Allll<h-phcn: Rc'(.·arch 

h,1,<.· i<lc:ntiflcd potential cmn<.·r,,on of 

~ht'<.'J) ;md hccf fl1rm~ to i ntcn~ivc dairrin~ as 

.1 major thre;u co tht.· water qu,llit ~ of l.;_1kc: 

J'Jupo. ·nle c:ffc;c,:t ,, cxpc:ctec.l 10 ht· due 10 

l.lfl:C mcn:-.ax-~ an ruln>t,..'<-'n cmcring the l.ikc: 

;and r,romoting the kn:>,qh of un<ll',1r.1hlc 

:1l1,4,1c. ·1 h i:, will n:ducc lht.· ,unoum of liµhl 

tlu1 <.'an J>t:ne tr:1tc.: 1hc.: lakt· watt'rS :md proh, 

~•hi) Jho 1hc produc1lon of ~meh and th<.· 

fct'.t.lm!: .a.bllit) of tmut 

'OH: lh,m~t:s ma> talc .?O }l-Jr- befo re tht:> 

hcc.:omc: apparent 1')(.'t:~u•"'-· of the: Ionµ re"· 

denl'l' lime or w:ucr in L:1kc Taupo ,rnd 

lx.·t.·:eu'(.' much of tht.· inflow is from µround 

,,a1c:r wltich ma~ 131..l' 10 o r mo n: \\.'Jr, to 

n·J.dl the lake with 1h <:.1~0 of nicn)kc.-n 

}k.1h,11c ,cc:nari<h hawd o n the c1p;1t 11) o t 

t he.: <.:llchmt:lll a nd infr:1,truClUrc w ,u1111ort 

daiq forming :)\lµJ,:.l'' t 1h:11 water clarit) m:,r 
Ix· h.tlH·d from ib pn:-.c:nt 15 metre, in ch,.., 
pcm><! 

'\o d o uht chi" inform.11 1011 ,, ill be d o ,t.· I~ 

.... llu.hnl by the Taupo Di,1riet CowKil, 

con,ult:uive grour," which a rc lookint,t :tt 

fu1 uN.: m,magcmcnl .tnd pro1e c1ion of l...tkc: 

1:1u1,o 



lntrod11ci11g .. 

~WADERS 
~ QUALITY MADE 
• All sizes • Made to measure service 
• For adults & children • Mail order 
Products available include waist or chest length waders in rwo materials: 
• Neoprene - a dense closC(I cdl W.ltcrproof neoprene nibbcr 1m1tcri:ll 

with n. jersey k1,ir outer layer bonded w hoth sides to provide cxc.dlenl 
thermal qu:.,litics. ~~~ms are scaled an<l rared for extra scrength. Design 
improvement to crutch ~ire,, :md strcogthenctl. 

• PVC tt:x.m,xl nyloo fabric - a new ligluwcight, tlexiblc, strong, \\•,uerproof 
matc:ri.11, excellent for use.~ in w:.mner clin1:-uc-.. Arca., :5t1Ch a_;; ~uf, rivers., por,<.l;;, 
wetlands h)reS{I)' n'Ork, ere. &.·ams ~JI....J and cn1tch are~, strcngt:h<;.'11i;.xl. 

• Wudcn- bondt-d on to quality NZ made lfumbt">OI~ 
Options include: gumboots with steel rc~inforcc..·d !'>(>le ;:ind we C.tp for 
rock work and O\'Stcr fanning. 

• Knee rK•d~ fitted. 

Repair service to w a d e r s. 
• f>.:im3g..._-<l gumhoob replaced. 
Enquiries wdcomc for c11ston1-1nade jackct.s, c::}nyhags and other !leans. 

Call 0800 WADERS <osoo 92 33 ni 

• 

Mede in New Zealand by 

PROGUARD I N DUSTRIES (FonoodyToogariroRive<Systems) 
PO Box 4S Maungaturoto 

Kathleen Hubay 
The person behind the friendir voice you get when 

you lelephone Tong:uiro:raupo Conservancy 

Office. 
Kathleen has lx.:cn our receptionist for the 

past 18 months. Prtviously she worked in 

\Vellington and moved 101\1rangi in 1995 

where :--he worked for ECNZ at Tokaanu 

until its re-structuring. Their Joss. our gah1! 

As 1hc first point of contact for n10s1 

enquiries. Kathlee n plays :1 viral role for 
all communications in thc are:t, 

including reception and our radio­

telephone network She ha:, also g;,incd 
a vast knowlctlgc of the Tongariro 

Nation:11 Park area and advises w ur ists 

~md hack-packers on whcrt.: to go 
t ramping and on track and weather 

conditions. 

BOVINE Tb IN 
LOCAL DEER 
HERDS 
Bovine tuberculosis has been 

conlirm<:d in ~l sika hind shot 

1his spring in the Okockc Stream 

carchmcm , a major tributary of 
the \Vaipunga River. This is 1hc 

first con.firnled report of Tb in 

wild deer in Ha,vkcs Bay and is:, 
concern , from both a hunt ing 

and farming perspecrive. l;crrcts 

h:1ve also been confirmed with 
tht; d isease in Lhis an.."":.1 ttnd the 

fact th:tt possum de,\Sitics arc 

very high ampli fies the concern. 
Meanwhile, a 1b deer survey in 

the north-western Umukarikari 

area of Kaimanawa 1::-orc.st Park 
chis year turned up two diseased 

deer out of the J 8 sampled, both 

older red hinds. 
Hunters w ho shoot a deer they 

suspect shows signs of bovine 

·n> infection should contact their 
loc:11 MAF or regional council 

office as soon as po~sihlc. 
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Programme ~1anager 
Technical Strvic::es 

Glenn Maclean 

'fau1>0 Fishery Arc:t Manager 
John Gibbs 

ProgrJmme M:m,'lgcr 
Ll<.sen$ing 

Shirlc)' Oat<.'!-

Corucrvation Officer 
Scrvic<: 

Jon P:tl,ncr 

THE TAUPO FISHERY 
AREA TEAM 

lCchnical Services 
Fisheri<.'!- Scienlist 

Michel Dedual 

·rechnical Services 
Jli.shcries f,.cologist 

RobM:in;hall 

Prow-,imme Mam-tger 
Fi::.hery Operations 

RobMcl.:iy 

Rangcr,'J'aupo 
lY.widMo~uc; 

Ranger 
Sid Puia 

46 
Ra1\Ad 

Harry hamiltOI\ 

Programme .M:111:,gcr 
Vi~itor Assets 
Errol Codby 

Ranger 
Robllood 

R:1ngcr 
Bryan Taylor 

Visitor Assets 
Ranger 

Gordon M<:Kcm-.ie 

Ranger 
Roy 0akcr 

Ranger 
Vi<:ki Md.ea1\ 



Weh:a\--e: 
• Quality affordA>lc 

xcommod:11i,m 
• ~'CCfttnt siU.'$ 

Discover the 
Central Plateaus 

Fishing& 
Hunting 

Cc-.ntf>.Uly ioeltied to 501»C or 
NZ'-, fi~1 trophy &. 
wildc:rncss fuhi•-g; 
• R.u;,.pehu .S:. 11\C To1>r;Atiro 

N:ttional Part 
• lake Roto:air.a 

• M.:als (brcakf;Uc/di,•u\.tl') • l..t.kt: Ou,~ngabu 
• il.Od many clwkag.i.Dg 

1ooun1ain Mtunu and ,i~-er. 
&n.ail: pl!Mn11~ truu.m 
\Vth-.i~-..-ion{:,1-ril'\)..:c 

• Sdfcatt"ring 

:~~" 
• Fishing Liccntt:<. 
• F~shing Gukks 

1 For &ol<lngi Box 24 Natic:m:al Park. 
! Phi (07) 892 2882. Rd<rYations: 0800-785--368 

The Store - Te Rangi Ita 

iiiiJ ~ -·~ 
The gateway to the famous 

Tauranga -Tau po River 
• Comprehensi\'C f'islting tackle shop, hire waders, guide 
• Hungry trout cafe home cooking, cappucino, c:-..pn.lSSO, 

yumm)' breakfast, lunches 
• Pe«rol,die;cl and well slockoo gro«ri,s. 

Stella & Pete 
Ph: (07) 386 8953 Fax: (07) 386 0497 

GUIDED 

FLY FISHING 
on tfie ']v[igfity 'Iongariro 1Qver 

& La~ 'Iaupo 'Iri6utries 
:fu{{ 'Tuiti.on & Qjtality 'IacfcJe 

witfi 

KEN DRUMMOND 
PHONE (07) 386 0411 

P.O. BOX 186 TURANGI 
MEMBER: NZ PROFESSIONtlLGUIDES ASSN. 

m7,kf and1 
MOTOR LODGE 

TURANGI 

MOTEL COMPLEX, 
CONFERENCE CENTRE, MOTORHOME PARK 
31 Comfortable Aocomodatioo Units set in 7.5 ac,es or 
Partda.nd • Coolerence ~au and eQuipment ava.rlabfe • 20 point 
Motorhome- park aoo amtnities bloek • licensed R8Staurant 
alld bar • \Vhseltllair acct$$ • swimmillO pool • Tennis court • 
Pnvale Spa Pools · Sauna • Games ,oom • Extensive children's 
PLav area • Guest laundry • Drying toom 101 Slottl(I & Hil6nQ 
£Qllipment • 100m Golf chipping ranot • OnStle • flsht()()f'l'l & 
smotehouss • Amp4e ~t & ca, ()a11<il)(J • Pnvale Hehcopters 
we!come • Trout hshifl<i, wMewate1 ratting t, dee, hunhno 
guides arranged 

CNR STATE HIGHWAY OOE ANO AAAHORI SIR • P.0 BOX 142 • 
IURl.'i$1 •NEWZ£AWIO Pll014E 07386-7515 FAX:07386-7500 
0800 Globug (0800 456 2841 Website:Hllp1/ p1ldands co nz 

~uRANGISMOKEHous~ 
and DELI ~ 

Trout ~-... "'"''""""''"' Smoking •f.·' ,\ •PproYNI pr.-n,iwti. 

- Just bring It In! ' wo:h~:~ ~·u:':"" 
- Homo kill ,-wk.td fo. n,"IWl,rd 

processing available d •tl1 m.-. 

Smoked Products - AvJ.ifobk•e--x-~o,;k 
A: Vcru:,,;,n ~1M'(IJ'!> (~IA fl,lWIVfto,, wh()I(- ,.,.. sll«-d) 
1k C.1\kk \..'I\!>, 6,i,'(' ij (S'(l\c)k \XI & «xllrood l'<'.-.C:l y h>Nt) 
C: Slilmon ( hool or c.;)kl :.tnokcd) 
D" Vcn.i~\ p;~lr<'1m1 (i,;b<«I & um .. ~rk-,w<.-d 5\i)Cl.;:I) 
E: lk...-f p.btr.ui-11 (i,.1)0.'<(.t & 11'\to,_-t((',h·OO p.,c,ks) 
F: Kok.,- (!>!ko..-d & ir\t.crlol.',W,._'<.I pad<b) 
G: Vcnbuo fnt".\t kMf (~.._..;1 ,c.-..;ly tu(';1t) 
t-1 Middk· ~'On (di•ubl,e NnVM ...... &.up,1.~rt> O.wour 

ORDERS: Phone/Fax (071 386 0235 
or A/h (071 386 8454 

A more comprchenswe puce list Is available on request 

W I L O E R N E S S •• -- ~ 
ADVENTURES 

Fly Fishing 
• Novice - Master 
• Local or Back Country 
• All Gear Supplied 
For "Simply_ the Best" Advent 
Let Us Cuiife You 
Phone/Fax: (07) 378 4514 
e-mail: ian@w1lderness.co.nz 
34 Aubrey Cres, Rainbow Poin 

GREIG 
s p 0 R T 

For your Fishing, 
Hunting and Sporting 

requirements 

s 

'Bruce & Joan Pascoe 

A 
59 Town Centre, 

PO Box 71, Turangi 
Ph/Fax: 0-7-386 7713 

A/H: 0-7-386 6419 

• Righi on ,he Banks of ,he world fumous 
lOng:ariro River 

• lno:JX;nsivc riverside accommod:ut()n 
Doublc; from $45 pet nigh,. 

• large shared Kirchen/dining roo111 with all facilities 
• TV lounge with open fire and sun decks 

• fishing Guides av:.iillble 

15 Taupehi Road,Turangi, 
New Zealand 

Ph (07) 3868-150 

Creel Tackk House~ 
189 Taupahi Road, Turangi 
Brian Scou: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929 

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS 
• Quality fly tying materials 
• Hire lackle 
• Open 7 days 

Central Nor1h Island Agents for: 

• I. "' "' i lt~t•:•llil; p0RVIS. 

( WAlOIIANGA 
SPORTS& 

TOURS 
Specialising in:-

• Fresh & Saltwater Fishing Tac/tie 

• '""'"' Trip, ~ • Hunting Excursions ~ ' 

01,c:~t~~:~~~:r~::hing , 
147 Tongariro St 
Taupo,New Zealand 
Ph/fax: 0-7-378 3714, A/Ii 0-7· 378 7916 

POER CHURCH GUIDING 

(M r.'mher NZ Pnif,~.uumal Guides A.s,wda1im1> 

OYER I 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Specialising i11 • fly.fishing • lake fishing 

• 1ui1io11 • all tackle provided 

Phone: (07) 386 8621 Fax: (07} 386 8622 

Email: churchfinservices@xtra.co.nz 

PO Box 184, Turangi 



9~r ·=· ~ ~ from $25per nigh! 

~~'~" .. _, • - • • Self ootering focilitie, 
r.t::} [A] ond BBQ oroo, 
l1)I ~ • Fire side Bor 

• - • • A Lo Corte ReslOvront 

I~ (0 ~~ I d • Micro Brewery 

zeo r Cl~ • Spo & Sovno 

Ne W ~ig~"'·1 l • We'll even cook 
~di•"'' s1

•
1
• your cotch! 

For bookings: Box 174 Turongi 2751 
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106 

* °""230siles/lOOOl!llot, ~~;-• * Plen,ycl «r<Mllsloroge ,,... ~-· 
• loollOOl<OfflDl/sde..,.ilM'li>; : - -
• 11&1mt11I111Uilooo - - -· * tb16flomoiltislingmefS -_- ... 
* Mt Ruopeoo 51:i f.id SO n;ootes -
* Hof oll<tani20mi"'l1!$ * . I 
*~~,on! • C"'l'llDle,fislw,g .licenses 
* r"op1eg" obluliorc! & ""'" PhoM/fox: (07) 386 8963 

Bu<lget pt,<ed 

\'>f-\,~\,BlRD LODGt; ~~:, 
nigh, guest< 
supply own 
lrnen. Freezer 
and fish smoa:cr. 
StvtUtsciinceto 
favou1tt tist11ng 
poss,es.. Enp,, 

Turangi c:,::i,00
:,:; 

noght. Glnde< 
anangro 

call Clint or Janeve Green 
for booking or quote. 

Ph/Fax (07) 386 8281 
bellbird@reap.org .nz 

, s,,;,.1,,,1,,p,,k 

· JO ..... ~~- --
, 1.,..i-...... _,,.,brl,ot =' 
· bnd~~ Plxr)Clil ~ aJllt '°°"'"­
. II-... allM lat""' '--====--'I 
·- t>'* · l>lcot ·~~ 
• l'oiithooobciio · -&lriit 
• 11rtbols..illiioc~• ·"-cpclo­
. ~ -imiot""l' ' c..p,i,i,tlllll·fM""' 

LittleWaihi. Tel:(07) 386 8011 
P.O.Box 11 ,Tokaanu. Fax:(07) 386 7513 

Holiday Cottage 
to rent IMHIMldiii•l1t,!§I 
Tongariro River .Area - Turangi 

2 bedroom coltoge plus sleepoul 
Sleeps 5 to 7 people 
Fully furnished, ovoiloble year round 
3 minules· wolk to Major Jones pool 
Hondy location for oil fishing spots 
$75 per night negotiable. 

PWFAX 07 386 5859 M()8 025 296 6238 
EMAi. lynandmark@xtr.i .co.nz 

,s\'\\NG SP£cl 
~ ~ ~(1 «y- -~s)-

Widlll 
* Riv<•r or Lake Fishing (hal(/(ull d..ly) 
* Spc;clally Wintt-r Nymph ing 
* Evening / Nigh1 (l,;hlng 

Nc:wkc o r F~~peri<'nl"t<f Anglt rs 
All f.quiJ)mtnt Su1>s>11cd 

Mobile: 021 638 242 
Tel: 07 386 063S or: 07 377 003S 

Emall m :fl s.htaupo@xtra co.nz 
?O Bo, 1 S8S T~upo 1'.l 
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Winter Fishing? 

Focus on this Deal 

Spend $399 on any fresh water 
fishing tackle and receive a pair of 
famous Jason Perma Focus 8x21 
Compact Binoculars worth $129. 

While stocks last. Offer ends 31st May 2000. 
This offer is available in store only. 

New Zealand's Largest Range of Flyrods on Display 
Kilwell, Sage, Composite, Penn, Abu, Scott 
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Only 50 minute~ ~cdu,ood 

ftQm Toupo fort'-$t 

ALL YEAR BEST PRICES 

Outdoors man 
Headquarters 
Tarawera Road Rotorua Phone 07 3459333 
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