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INNO TION

Kilwell’s new flyrod gets
the big ‘thumbs up’

Herb Spannagl,
angling enthusiast, author, says...

“The first thing I noticed was how smoothly the rod

loaded and then unloaded without any noticeable tip
oscillation. During false casting it held up all the 32
foot belly and the additional 25’ rear taper without -

struggling.”

“On the water the rod handled any length
of line without folding up or even
hemorrhaging under maximum load.”

“Everybody was very impressed
how a seemingly stiff rod could
be so responsive. While good
casting is largely dependant

on good technique this

rod made that a much

more enjoyable

experience.

Hugh Mcdowell, Angfmg
Adventures, says...
“First, a confession: Having been
“slinging string” for about half a
century I thought myself capable of
deciding the best line weight for any fly
rod simply by feeling the action in the shop.

But I must say [ was a bit surprised to find
this rod handled the suggested #6 line better

than the #7 I'd already decided in my head would
be correct one to use...

“In general I think you are to be congratulated on
having such a superb range of fly-rods, not just the
“Innovation” alone but also the “Presentation™ series. All of
them are truly World Class and, I believe, stand proudly
' alongside imported brands costing twice the money!”

Tony
Entwhistle,
renowned South
Island fishing guide
5ays... Lightweight' and
‘responsive” are the most
striking first impressions when
you pick up these new rods. In the
Innovation series, Kilwell have set
out to create rods with a stiffer action,
but which are responsive and very easy
to cast. No question they have succeeded
brilliantly.

Their responsiveness makes it easier for
anglers to feel the rod loading with loops that
are tighter and better under control, these rods
are going to ensure longer and more accurate
casts. For those anglers who regularly have to
battle a wind (most of us!), these rods will
produce the goods. This is a series of rods
designed for New Zealand conditions with
New Zealand anglers in mind.”

KILWELL

ROD CRAFT
HEW ZEALAND

Graham Pyatt, fishing guide says...

.. their fly rods rank right up with the very best
available anywhere - the Presentation series put
rod building into a class of its own, the overall
performance of these rods produced the ultimate
results or so we thought. Now Kilwell have done
it again with their Innovation series.”

“Actual casting under real conditions proved an
absolute delight. The rods were extremely
responsive and with a somewhat stiffer action
than their predecessors, made casting extremely
easy once you've made yourself familiar with the
rods totally different responsiveness. During
casting rod loading is extremely easy to the feel,
loops are tighter and relatively easy to control
and with all this of course comes accuracy.”

“Owverall it is my unreserved opinion, that again,
Kilwell have come up with a series of rods that
are world class - in every respect being equal at the
very least to any rod available - better than most.”

.
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Too crowded or part of

The Tongariro River
- A Charm All Of Its Own

I'he Tong

riro River is the most quoted

example of a New Zealand river which

suffers from crowding.  Intuitively standing
shoulder 1o shoulder with other anglers
must reflect a crowd. However when we
explore the issue a bit deeper then suddenly
it is not so clear cut

We all know the situa

on. Waiting patiently
on the bank watching a line of our fellow
anglers lucky enough to already have a spor
in the pool, we inwardly groan when yet
another car pulls into the car park. The

inglers ahead of us cast and take a step and

finally we oo have the opportunity to drift

our flies through the pool. A couple of fish

later it has been a good morning but if only

there were fewer anglers it would be so

much better. But would it really?

ing - what do we really

For a lot of us the issue of crowding on the
Tongariro boils down to the fact that sharing
the river with lots of other anglers restricts
our ability to catch fish. The Tongariro River
is about catching big prime spawning rain
bows, often in large numbers. We expect to
sec other anglers. Indeed, 1 remember
fishing the upper river one winter's morning
only a couple of years ago when after not
seeing a single angler over several hours |
began 1o seriously wonder if 1 should actu-
ally be there. | felt some relief when finally
another angler arrived.  This is a totally
different situation from fishing a wilderness
river. Recent research by Cawthron Institute

n association with Fish and Game New

Zealand found the experience of back

country anglers was diminished il they

encountered more than one or two other

anglers on a particular d

As a voungster growing up in Northland, my
only knowledge of trout fishing was gleaned
from reading books and magazines. | learnt

that trout were wary fish and to catch them

required stealth and careful casting. When in
1984 1 finally stood on the banks of the
mighty Tongariro 1 was surprised to see
people standing little more than a rod length
apart trying to catch fish almost at the feet of

the next angler. [ was even more surprised

when these anglers proceeded to haul out

fish after fish. Seemingly all the anglers

didn’t affect the tr t all. This wasn't trout

fishing as 1 had read about. And that is the
key. The Tongariro experience is like no

other, at least within our fair shores,

On the Tongariro our fellow anglers only
become an issue when they are actually

arely

standing where we want to fish. Ultir
for most of us where we want to fish on the
Tongariro comes down to where we think
we have the best chance of carching lots of

fish. Simple as that

How silly are these fish?

Our research following the movement of

radio-tagged trout as they migrated up the



Tongariro shows that in fact anglers do affect
the distribution of trout in the river. Over a
period of days the fish move into inacces-
sible holes and under the far bank where
they are out of reach. Under the cover of
darkness or following a flood the trout move
out into more vulnerable positions. That is
why the first anglers through a pool each
morning often have the best
fishing of the day. Needing to
be on the river at daylight is
quite foreign to anglers used to
chasing summer trout actively
feeding on emerging nymphs
and dry flies. But these are not
summer trout. Early starts are
po
xts detail the

nothing new in the T
fishery: old
thrill of the strike of a trout on a wet fly in
the pre-dawn dark, As a sea fisherman, for me

the concept of being on the water at dawn is
entirely natural, it is not the only time to
catch fish but it is the best time.

‘That said, the fish are still extremely tolerant
to the intrusion of anglers in a way rarely
repeated anywhere else. This tolerance is
fortunate for a lot of us. Many New
Zealanders  became  enthusiastic anglers
through catching a Tongariro trout, It didn’t
matter that we couldn’t cast very far or that

the line crashed down on the water
Inevitably a trout took the fly and was excit-
edly landed, And what a trout it was. As our
skills improved, more and more trout were
caught. For some anglers the time comes
when new angling challenges become more
appealing and they move elsewhere.
Sometimes they can be quite dispara

2
2 the role it

about the Tongariro, forgetti

played in their formative angling 5. That it

is time to move on isn't a bad thing. The
Tongariro has played her part in starting
another angling career and a space is created
for someone new.

Who is right?

For the most part trout fishing is a solitary
sport or to be shared only with a close
friend. However a big part of fishing the
Tongariro is the interaction with other
anglers. A good example is a friend who
spent 10 years guiding on the wilder
rivers of the South Island, the sort of rivers

that represent the pinnacle of river angling
to most of us. Each winter year he would
arrive to spend a week on the Tongariro. The

On the Tongariro
our fellow anglers
only become an
issue when they
are actually
standing where
we want to fish.

simple fact was he enjoyed the chance to
fish and talk with others and to cast a big line
as far as he possibly could. Comradeship and
discussion on the riverbank beiween
a big
In amongst all the

strangers art of fishing the river.

nglers the;

sional person whose selfish actions detract
from the enjoyment of everyone else. It is
very easy to associate bad

manners as  an  inevitable
outcome  when  numerous
anglers  share  the river

However lots of anglers and
poor behaviour are not the
same thing. A poorly behaved
angler has the same effect
whether they share the pool
with one other angler or 10.
Such incidents can and do oceur anywhere;
the feature of the Tongariro is that the
actions of a single person tend to impact on
numerous other anglers rather than just one
and so attract a lot more comment.

Fortunately only a tiny minority of people set
out to be deliberately antagonistic. The vast
proportion of incidents on the Tongariro
arise from misunderstandings or different

interpretations over what
behaviour.

acceptable
A frequent cause of consterna-
tion arises over what is sufficient space to
leave another angler. With the best of inten-
tions anglers have different perceptions
about whether a pool is crowded or not. For
someone used to continually rubbing shoul-
ders on a city street sharing a pool with 10
other people may be a very pleasant and
relaxing setting. Somcone else used to not
seeing another angler on their home rivers
may feel the pool is overcrowded with half

this number of people and resent the

intruding

angler. Who is right? Is there a
right answer? In many cases there is prob-
ably more than one right answer. There is
also one very definite wrong response. If
vou feel aggrieved but just stand and stew
later on. The vast
proportion of Tongariro anglers approach a

then don't compl

pool with the intention  of doing the right
thing by their fellow anglers. If you don't
want to say anything that is perfectly okay
but you can’t expect the situation to change.
Make a pleasant approach and usually the
other angler is only too happy to reach an
amicable solution. If you are unlucky and
they are totally unhelpful then at least you
have tried and it is their actions that are
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New Zealand Ely-Fishing Team, Sage sponsored me with a
696-35F three-piece fly rod, which in my books is arguably
the ultimate in fly rods. This comment 1 make with the
experience of having purchased my first Sage nearly 17 years
ago, and having been in the position to try out a range of rods
since:

This particular rod has the power for distance casting, the
sensitivity to pick up the lighrest of takes, which is an absolute
necessity in competition fishing. When conditions require
casting full or short length lines, the 696 performs with the
ultimate of ease. It handles small flies with long leaders; and
the reverse being weighted flies with a shorr leader.
For me it is a top performer: trom its aesthetic value through
to performance, and an absolute delight to usc.
Thank you Sage. I treasure this rod and appreciate your support,

and I am proud to be associated with such a fine product.

O T

Sponsors of the NZ Fly Fishing Team
www.SAGEflyfish.com

For maore information contact the experts an vour local Sage dealer,

= Tisdalls — Auckland e Just Fishin’ — Auckland  * Fish City — Hamilton ¢ The Outdoorsman Headquarters — Rotorua
s ()'Keefe's Fishing Specialists — Rotorua ¢ The Fly & Gun Shop — Taupo  # Sporting Life — Turangi
o Manawatu Hunting & Fishing — Palmerston North  ® Hamills H.B. — Hastings » Wellington Hunting & Fishing — Lower Hutt
» Tisdalls — Wellington # Stirling Sports - Wellington = The Complete Angler — Christchurch
* Fishermans Loft — Christcchurch ¢ Centrefire Sports — Dunedin ® B&B Sports ~ Gore
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“The finest value disc drag in the world”.

The Superfly is the new generation of disc drag
reel which combine Brityish Fly Reels quality
with 2 newly patented drag system

= Silent operation’ * Patented drag control system
= Rim control * Quick release spool $7I

Distnibuted by
North Island

R.A. Conaghan Alexto Sports Litd

Ph 09 373 4340

clearly not in the spirit of fishing the
Tongariro.

Another example which can cause some
unintentional ill feeling is the traditional
practice of asking an angler already fishing a
pool if they mind if you join them. In reality
you have put them in an
Few people
like saying “no” outright and
possibly giving offence and so
tend to reply in the affirma-

awkward spot.

tive even if they are not very
happy about the idea. Instead
give them an option such as
“Do you mind if I come in
below you or
prrefer I wait a few minttes?”,
That way it is casy for them to

would you

ask you to wait if they do feel

vou would be too close but equally there is
now an onus on them o move on through
the pool.

In general, if the pool is already full then
move on somewhere else. Waiting on the

bank just causes those already in the pool to

stop moving because they are no keener to

wait on the bank than you. Similarly if you
are sharing a pool with others, keep moving
so that everyone gets several opportunities
to fish the best lies.

+ Line identities on each c&rndge
+ Spare cartridge avanabl

South Island
from good
Oh 03 477 0084

Few people like
saying “no” outright
and possibly giving
offence and so tend

to reply in the
affirmative even if
they are not very
happy about the
idea.

A new generation following the tradition
started by the L.C, — with separate quick change
line cartridges, each with its own line retainer
* Rim control = Adjustable spring and pawl check

*82

Available now

fishing tackle stores

For all the publicity, conflicts are uncommon
and most Tongariro anglers are a pleasure to
share a pool with.

Angling utopia

When I stood on the banks of the river in the
early 1980s there certainly were a lot of
anglers on the river. In fact as
many as or more than last
winter. Anglers talk about the
good old days when you had
the river largely to yourself
but in all likelihood that situa-
tion hasn't existed for 50 or
60 years. Sure these days
anglers tend to have a greater
disposable income and travel
is better and faster but for all
that crowds have always been
part of the Tongariro.
of New Zealand Fishing and Shooting
Gazefte printed in the 1930s and 1940s
contain repeated references to the problems
of crowding on the river. If you didn't know
the date of the

Issues

articles you could e

v
assume they had been written about the situ-
ation in the 1990s.

We dream of those red-letter days on the
Tongariro when fish after fish comes to the
bank. For most of us such days are few and
far between but it is that hope that brings us
back again and again. And just
sometimes the
be able to make such catches

T delivers. To

more regularly might just be
angling utopia and if only there
were fewer anglers it would be
possible.

Maybe but maybe not. Crowding
on the Tongariro is a “catch 22"
Situation, for the better the
fishing the more anglers are
attracted, Our data clearly shows
that crowdi

only an issuc
when the fishery is performing.
For example in annual creel
surveys following the low point
in the fishery in the late 1980s
less than one angler in 10 raised
crowding as an issuc. However, in
1993 when catch rates were the
highest recorded for a number of
years, one in three people inter-
viewed raised crowding as a
detraction.  We all want the
chance to be able to fish the river

F&G 408

and enjoy the spoils but are upset



A Bankside chat with

other anglers s an

enjovable aspect of fishing

the 1o

rive River

that so does everyone else. Under the
current regime the only v

1y there is likely to
be many fewer anglers is if the fishery
declines to the point where many anglers
give up on the river. Sure you may have it to
vourself, but vour catch will be poor.

The other option is some form of control of
the number of anglers. There
are various options which have
been raised au different times.
These include forms of
balloting, fishing the river on
odd or even dates only and
restrictions on the number of

days per season each person

can fish. Each measure raises its
own issues, but the bottom line
is that to be effective, the
restriction would have to cause all of us to
spend less time on the river than we
currently do. If we miss out on the ballot or
the river is in flood on our allotted days we
might well prefer to put up with a few

The bottom line is
that to be effective,
the restriction
would bave to
cause all of us to
spend less time on
the river than we
currently do.

anglers on our shoulder to be at least able to
fish the river. Ultimately it is an issue for

anglers to decide but at present there is little

support for any form of restriction.

There are avenues available for anglers
seeking to escape the worst of the crowds.
Anglers tend to be concentrated around a
few popular pools so if your
favourite pool is full don’t be
afraid to try elsewhere. Itisan
instinctive  behaviour  for
anglers 1o gravitate 1o
wherever other anglers are
already fishing yet often there
is no good reason. On the
morning referred to earlier
when I didn't see another
angler on the upper river
there were 30 or so :mgltr.\' around the main
road bridge. The fishing in the upper river
was exceptional. By exploring the river you
may well discover new lies overlooked by
other anglers which will produce just as

~1



many fish. Often in our creel surveys we
come across anglers tucked away on their
own, who have caught as many fish as all the
anglers put together in a nearby pool.

Most of us tend to be on the river at daylight
and by mid-morning it is time for breakfast
and a sleep. If you are prepared to forgo
being first through the pool and fish the river
later in the morning there will often be many
fewer anglers. Likewise most anglers at the
start of each winter are fired up with enthu-
siasm and fishing the river at every opportu-
nity. By August many have satiated their
appetite for a few months at least and put
Yet the runs are still in full
swing and good numbers of fish will be in

their rod aw

the river through September and into
October. Chase the deer in April, ducks in
May and leave the river until later in the
winter if vou want to avoid the peak crowds.
Taupe rivers are high-use fisheries with an

ate ability to produce lots of fish. Many of
us aspire to fish the premier wilderness
streams and can be quite critical of the
Tongariro experience. However in reality
most of us will be content to stay with the
Tongariro, The ease of access, the compan-
ionship and above all the numbers of big
prime rainbows draw us back. Thank good-

ness, because the back country rivers
couldn’t stand the
Tongariro angler were to target these.

To have a popular pool to yourself when it is
full of fish is
an unrealistic expectation.  The Tongariro
River is people, big rods and heavy lines and
flies and prime hard fighting rainbows. Itisa
unique experience and while not everyone’s

nply

pressure if  every

a wonderful experience but it is

cup of tea the Tongariro quite rightly holds a

special attraction for many New and

anglers.

WAITAHANUI ANGLING TRACKS

Over recent weeks we have carried out

work to fishing access tracks at the CHff

Pool area on the Waitahanui River and to
Blake Road. Further repairs are also
planned.

The Cliff Pool section is a popular
area with anglers and access had
been  affected by stream  bank
erosion and the ponding of water in
low lving areas. We re-cut the track
and filled the large boggy areas with
compacted pumice 1o

defined track to the main fishing

create A

spots. This will allow anglers to use a
single track and the surrounding
vegetation to recover from the tram-
pling which occurred last winter as
anglers negotiated their way to the
water's edge. Similar areas oceur
further upstream and these are
currently being repaired along with
erosion at the Schoolmaster’s Pool.
The remaining walking tracks will be
cleared by the end of April.
Maintenance has also been carried
out to the car park tracks and storm
witer culverts, Blake Road has been
graded water holes
drained and filled.

and  several
There was a spate of fires lit in the
middle section of the river last
winter, including a deliberately lit

fire on Flat Bridge. This fortunately caused
no major structural damage. If vou see any

suspicious activity in the arca please

advise the Police as soon as possible.

KIDS’ FISHING DAYS, 2000

The fishing pond at the Tongariro National
Trout Centre will be open for children to catch
a trout on the following days this year:

Sunday, 7 May
Sunday, 11 June
Sunday, 9 July
Sunday, 13 August
Sunday, 1 October

Numbers are restricted to 30 children per
hour from 9 a.m. to 2 p.

Bookings are
essential and can be made by telephoning
Shirley Oates on (07) 386 9243 between 1
p-m.and 3 p.m.on any week day.

Tu
to children aged six to 14 y

on is given by volunteers and DOC staff,
rs (inclusive)

who can hold and control a fly rod. There is
no charge for this. However, a fishing licence
is required and a Child’s Day licence can be
purchased on site for $3.00 or children may
bring their own Taupo District fishing
licence.



Adult Day 45%

by Glenn Maclean and
Sbirfey Cuites

Shirley is vesponsible

Jor the licence
ddministration cond
Providing executive
support for the Taupo
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types and organises the
printing and pubiication
af Target Taufro.

Table I: Taupo fishing
licence calegories and
sales for the seasons
1994/95 to 1998/99

Child Day 10.5%

Graph I: Distribution of licence sales by cate-
gory for the 1998/99 fishing season

Taupo Fishing Licence Review

Introduction

During 1998, Rachel Harris, a Waikato
University Master of Management Studies
student, carried out a review of the Taupo
administration
system. She provided recommendations to

District  fishing licence
the Department of Conservation on the fee
structure,, licence categories and licence
sales’ infrastructure.

Rachel’s paper was reviewed by Fishery Area
staff who developed some of the recommen-
dations. The amended recommendations
have in turn been put to the Tuwharetoa
Maori Trust Board and Taupo Fishery
Advisory Committee for further discussion.
The full report is too long to be reprinted in
Target Taupo. However, many of the recom-
mendations, particularly with regard to
licence administration, are similar to what is
currently practised. This reflects the fact that
the administration has evolved over a
number of years and already undergone

many changes to improve its effectiveness.
Instead this article will concentrate on the
recommendations about the licence cate-
gories,

Existing licence categories

Currently six categories of licence are avail-
able. These are presented in table 1 along
with sales figures for each for the fishing
seasons 1994/95 to 1998/99.

The distribution of sales and revenue across
the categories is presented in graph 1 for the
1998/99 fishing season.

A review of possible licence
categories

Historically the fees set for each category of
licence have been largely independent of the
fees set for any other category. However, this
is unlikely to maximise cither angling oppor-
tunity or licence revenue because adjust-
ments to the price of one category are not

Category 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99
Adult Season 11,587 11,552 11,848 11,843 12,571
Adult Month 936 892 912 857 970
Adult Week 10,135 9146 9631 10,069 11,051
Adult Day 35,437 | 33559 33,380 27 832 30,394
Child Season 5929 5728 6045 5067 5.369
Child Day 6681 5967 6479 6922 6,819
Total sales 70,705 66,844 68,295 62,590 67,174

Child Day 2%
Adult Season 19%

Adult Day
26%

Child Season 8% Adult

Season

Adult Month 1.5% 47%

Adult ;
Adult Week 16% Week 19%

Adult Month 2%  Child Season 4%

The distribution of revenue by category for the
1998/99 season



considered in light of overall sales. Instead.
we suggest a pricing formula so that it is cost
effective to buy two licences of a particular
category rather than the next category up,
but not three licences. This requires a licence
to cost approximately 40% of the next cate-
gory up, or in other words, the next category
to cost two and a half times that of a shorter
term licence. One outcome of this approach
is that only a limited number of categorics
can be offered unless the long-term licences
become much more expensive relative to
short-term licences.

As an overriding strategy when considering
licence categorics and administration, we
Suggest:

That all other aspects being
equal our objective should be
to minimise the number of
licence categories and keep
licence administration as
simple as possible.

Adult Season - This licence is valid from 1
July to the following 30 June, and currently
represents approximately half the revenue

received.

Sales figures (table 1) indicate that the
number of Adult Season licences sold has

Turangi-New Zealand
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increased slightly over the last five years.
Rachel Harris (1998) notes that anglers inter-
viewed recognised this category as the
licence that provides most value for money.
Her report indicates this licence has high
support from both anglers and licence agents.
The angling opportunitics created by thi

licence cannot be effectively recreated using
any other form of licence other than with a
12-month licence beginning (rom the date of
issue. However only 3% of agents and 10% of
anglers interviewed by Harris

suggested a
12-month licence would be an improve-
ment. From our point of view there are both

practical and equity issues which arise with
this category. One advantage of a defined

rt to the season is that any new regula-

tions can be drafted to come into effect on
this day. These changes can be highlighted
on the new licence and with publicity about

rs are awarc

the new season o ensure ang
of them: It would be much more difficult to
ensure an angler holding a 12-month licence
issued several months previously was aware
of the changes. A lack of a ¢l
start and finish to the season would also

arly defined

make budgeting more uncertain and make
financial management more  difficult.
wson (1 July to 30
June) is aligned with the financial year of the

Currently the fishing s

Department of Conservation.

There is also an cquity issuc should the
licence fee increase at some point. An angler
purchasing a 12-month licence a day before
an increase will be paying less than an angler
buying the same licence a day later.

Both anglers bold the same licence
and receive the same angling
opportunities yet one has paid less
than the other bas.

For these res

S0Ns We support continuing
with an Adult Season licence category based
on a 1 July to 30 June year.

Adult Month - Available for one calendar
month from the date of purchase except that
the licence ends on 30 June where the

licence is purchased less than one month
from the end of the season (30 June).

Over recent years the sales have remained
static (table 1) for this licence and represent

only 1.4% of total licences sold. This level of

sales  su s the demand is limited.

Removal of this category would reduce the
time and cost of administration and offer the
opportunity to up-scll the licence to the
whole season category.



A small charge for a
clrifdrin’s fishbing ficence
attributes some value to
the licence. Daniel Hall of
Te Awarratu with bis

first trovil

This licence class has no support from licence
agents and support is minimal from anglers.
We recommend that this category be delered.
Three Month or Six Month Categories -A
v of longterm licences have been

suggested which would fill the gap between
the Adult Week and Adult Season licences.
These include a three month licence, six
month licence and licences covering just the
winter or summer fishing scasons. Rachel
Harris found limited support for such
licences from the licence agents (3% in
favour) but greater support amongst anglers
(25% support).

Sales data for the existing Adult Month cate-
gory would indicate that demand for such
categories is unlikely to be high unless there
is a significant price differential with the
Adult Season category. This would most
likely necessitate a much higher Adult
Season price than currently. Given that for
many anglers a six month licence in partic-

it may well cover all of their angling
activity then it is likely they would switch to
one of these categories. Unless such a
licence were a similar price to the existing
Adult Season licence, such a switch would

tially increase as anglers who still required a
licence for the whole year would be forced
10 buy a much more expensive licence. If the

price of the Adult Season licence were too
high they would possibly choose to limit
their fishing activity to a shorter period or

7 a licence at all, which is not in

g with our statutory requirement o
maximise angling opportunity, Any addi-
tional categories would also incur extra

administrative costs and inconvenience for
the licence agents

Given that three out of four anglers are

comfortable with the existing options of
purchasing cither a4 month or a season

licence, as well as the additional cos i

risks from introducing a medium-term
licence, it is our view that a medium-term
licence is an unnecessary complication. We
believe that the best strategy is to keep the
options simple so that if a short-term licence
does not meet the angler needs they simply

nee. Rather

upgrade to an Adult Scason li

than the person feeling the need to attempt

to obtain the minimum licence necessary
anglers should feel the Adult
Season category is good value for
money and the most sensible
purchase.
Adult Week

licence is ava

- Currently an Adult Week
able for seven days from date

of issue. Many anglers making a weekend trip
to Taupo use this licence. If the classes of

licences remain the same then there is a
ant dem

strated in table 1.

signif nd for this class as demon-




Given the significant sales for the Week cate-

gory there is clearly a strong demand for a

licence of this sort of duration. If the Month
category is deleted then the Week category is
currently the next category down from the
Season category. We have raised the concept
that it should be practical to buy two shorter-
term licence:
but not three. In this cas
angler fishing for less than a fortnight would be
better off with two Week licences but if their

rather than the next category up
it would mean an

activity covers any longer period then it is best

1o purchase a Season licence. We recommend
that the Adult Week category be retained,
Mudltiple Day

cover multiple days

- Other short-term options to
including a Weekend
licence (covers Saturday and Sunday). 48-
hour licence (covers 48 hours from time of
issue) and 7Z-hour licence have been
Rachel Har:

s found 25% of
licence agents and 33% of anglers inter-

suggested.

viewed supported such a licence. Much of
this support was because of the perceived

convenience of issuing one licence rather
than multiple day licences

for the weekend.

to anglers visiting
However this aspect can

our

be overcome in other ways than by adding
an extra category with the additional costs
and confusion which would a
relativity of 40% of the next ¢

ise. Using a fee
LOCY up
means a Week licence is cost effective as

soon as the angler wishes to fish for more

than two days, i.e. the Week licence is the
multiple day option.
Adult Day -The Adult Day licence at present

is only valid for one calendar day, i.¢. from 5

a.m. to 12 midnight on any day. For example,

if the licence is purchased at 3 p.m. for use

that afternoon then it remains valid only
until 12 midnight. One advantage of this is
that it reinforces that fishing is not permitted
between midnight and
tage is the fact that an angler may be paying

5 a.m. The disadvan-

$12.00 for only a couple of hours of oppor-
tunity and therefore may often choose
instead either not to go fishing or not to buy

a licence. Furthermore over 80% of anglers
are visitors to the area; often visiting for a

weekend at a time. Anglers arr

ing Friday

afternoon and wishing to fish on arrival need
to buy three-day licences to cover what is

usually a 48-hour period.
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The Adult Day licence represents approxi-
mately 26% of the total licence revenue and
i the second highest revenue carner. This
reflects the very strong demand for this type
of licence and the financial implications of
any changes need to be carefully considered.
As reflected in table 1 sales were relatively
constant until the 1997/98 scason when
there was a significant decline (16.7%). This
decline coincided with a 33% increase in the
licence price, suggesting the price increase
may have had a significant bearing on sales.
This licence creates some confusion with
the Fish and Game Council’s day licence,
which is for a 24-hour period. Many anglers
perceive that a Taupo Adult Day licence
should also have a 24-hour entitlement.
Twenty-four hour licences cover a 24-hour
period starting from a designated time. Forty-
five percent of anglers interviewed by
Rachel Harris favoured such a licence. One
issue which arises though, is that it may be
tempting for an angler once on the lake or
river to fish past the designated finishing
time if the fishing is good.

There is significant overlap between the
current day licence and a 24-hour licence
and it is not sensible to have both. A 24-hour
licence at the same price as the day licence
will reduce revenue in that many anglers
who currently buy two
an afternoon and the following morning

¢ licences to fish

would then only need one licence. On the

other hand this is likely to be countered by
increased sales to anglers who previously
found the cost of two day licences prohibi-
tive and chose instead not to go fishing. It is
expected anglers will intuitively feel a 24-
hour licence is better value for money
because they get a full 24 hours of opportu-
nity, In our view we expect the revenue from
Z4-hour li
sting Day category. On this basis a 24-

cences 1o at least match that from

the e
hour licence is favoured in that it is more
consistent with our underlying objective to
maximise angling opportunity. This licence
would also alleviate the confusion that exis

5

at present with the 24-hour and Game
licence.

Licence agents would need to take care
when issuing this type of licence to ensure
that the time of purchase and expiry time
were recorded correctly. It would need to be
made clear to the purchaser that fishing is
prohibited between the hours of midnight
and 5 a.m. but this could be clearly spelled
out on the licence.

Child Season and Child Day - These two
categories of licence play an important role
in providing opportunity for young people
to be introduced to the sport.

The fees should be kept low to encourage
participation. A small charge rather than
providing the licence free attributes some
value to the licence and reinforces the lesson
that they need a licence to go fishing. If we
adopt the same relativity between categories
(40%) then the step up from a Day licence to
a full Season licence is very small and there is
little point in providing additional catego:
in between, For the same reasons and to be
consistent with the Adult 24-hour licence it

is suggested that the Child Day licence be
replaced with a 24-hour licence.

Overseas Visitor/Tourist Licence
Overseas visitors comprise approximately
7% of the total Taupo anglers. In many places
throughout the world, visiting anglers are
charged more for their fishing than “locals”
n the

on the basis that visitors enjoy benefi
fisherics that are paid for through the taxes
and efforts of the residents. When this issue
was canvassed during preparation of the
Taupo Sports Fishery Management Plan
there was little support among anglers for

this concept at Taupo. Fishery management

is totally funded through angling licence
revenue with no input from the general
public purse and thercfore

the scenario of residents or New
Zealanders subsidising the fishery
Jor overseas anglers does not apply.

At present, overseas anglers have no more or
less impact on the fishery than other licence
holders and so do not create any special
management effort that might require addi-
tional funding specific to them. The

Conservation Act 1987 requires that licence
fees be set to recover the costs of manage-
ment only and therefore there does not
appear 4t present any opportunity for
charging overseas anglers a premium price.
For these same reasons Tr

ury has also
signalled its opposition to any premium
being charged.

Previously a special Tourist Licence issued by
the former Tourist and Publicity Department
wis available to overseas visitors unde

lation 6A of the Freshwater Fisherics
Regulations 1983, This licence allowed the
angler to fish anywhere in New Zealand for a
month. However when the Conservation Act
was amended in 1997 to allow Fish and



Game Councils to st licence fees by Gazette
Notice, this regulation was inadvertently
revoked, The tourist licence is now out of
print and unless the regulation is reinstated
is no longer available.

A variation to the Tourist Licence has been
suggested. Rather than a licence adminis-
tered by the Department of Internal Affairs,
which has taken over the residual functions
of the Tourist and Publicity Department, it is
proposcd Fish and Game New Zealand and
the Department of Conservation institute a
joint licence by Gazette Notice. The fee for
this licence would be set by adding the cost
of a Fish and Game Whole Season licence
and a DOC Whole Season licence together
with a charge to cover the costs of adminis-
tration.
apportioned on the same basis. It has been

The revenue received would be

suggested that the licence would be volun-
tary and valid for a period of one month but
given that, as discussed, it is not possible o
anglers a
appears to us that it would have to be valid

charge  overse premium it
for one year.

‘The legality of such a licence for use at Taupo
still needs to be confirmed.

This would be an additional licence category
which does not offer any advantage (o a
Taupo angler, and as such it is not consistent
with our overall stratcgy to minimise the

number of licence categories. Our st

will be guided by the response of
Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board and Taupo
Fishery Advisory Committee as to the appro-
priateness or not of the revised tourist
licence proposal.

Charter Boat Licence -

would be issucd to a specific boat and cover

This class of licence

all the anglers fishing from the boat over the
course of the season. It would enable charter
operators and guides to take people on
fishing trips without individual anglers
having to purchase a licence. However, if the

operator was to go fishing on another vessel

or the river bank they would require their
own personal licence.

Currently charter boat operators and guides
are not permitted to carry licence books on
board their boats. This is because in the past
when books were permitted on board
unscrupulous operators would not issue
they
approaching. The disadvantage which now

licences  unless SAW a4 ranger

arises for operators is that the clients are

required to make a definite decision as to
whether they want to fish before embarking
on their trip, as they are unable to change
their minds once out on the water.

*r anat-

It is a legal requirement that whenev
tended rods set in rod holders are used that

everyone on board is licensed. This is
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Deotwnriggers require the
use of rod bolders. Unless
the angler remains in
contact with their rod,
everyone on bodard must
be licensed. For large
parties on conpnercial
boats a boat licence
wordd simplify the
issuing of licences and
CHSUTE eUeryone on
board was licensed and
entitled to fish

because when the rod is in a holder it can be
very difficult to establish just who is using it
and therefore whether they

are licensed or

not. The use of downriggers is widespread
amongst charter operators and requires the

on board which in some circumstances may

involve 50 or 60 licences. Not surprisingly
the operators find this a time-consuming and
frustrating task, hence the support for a boat
licence.

Obviously it is essential that any new licence
does not diminish the revenue derived from
guided anglers. Several options exist
including developing a fee or range of fees
based on historical use or a fee which is inde-
pendent of use but which is likely to be
greater than if each angler bought their own
licence. Each operator would need to have
the choice of continuing with the status quo
or having the boat licence. Several operators
have indicated they would opt for the boat
licence even if it cost more because of the

much greater convenience, and would factor

the cost into their charges.

There is a lot of discussion necessary to
resolve the details and ensure that revenue is
not diminished. However there are a number

of advantages from such a licence for the

fishery management and users if a suitable
format can be established. While it ensures

that everyone on board is licensed it is still

necessary to ensure other regulations are
complied with.

While initially it was suggested that the

option for a boat licence should also be avail-
able to private boat owners we believe that
as long as there is no form of documented
ownership and identification of private
vessels the system would be too susceptible

to abuse. Restricting the licence to a el

licensed for commercial hire under the Lake
Taupo Regulations is likely to overcome any
potential problems.

There is obviously a lot of discussion neces-

sary o come up with a suitable syste

However the Department is of the view that
as lon

as revenue is not jeopardised and a
practical system can be developed then the
boat licence would be a desirable outcome.
New Zealand-wide Licence - An option
which receives a lot of support amongst
anglers is a single licence which covers the

whole of New Zealand.

Currently the Maori Land Amendment and
Maori Land Claims Adjustment Act 1926

requires that only a special Taupo licence is
legal in the Taupo fishery and that no licence

issucd by or on behalf of a F

sh and Game




Council is valid.

The Act enshrines an agreement between
the Crown and Ngati Tuwharetoa. It guaran-
tees a licensed angler foot access to fish the
streams and lake and the general public
access 1o the lake. The Tuwharetoa Maori
Trust Board is paid a sum equivalent to half
nue from Taupo District fishing

licensing of commercial boats,
mooring, berthing and launching fees and
fishing and boating fines. Today the cost is
borne by taxpayers and not anglers, in recog-
nition of the benefits to all New Zealanders
of this agreement.

The i
specific to the Taupo Fishery is fundamental

uing of a fishing licence which is

to the operation of the Act. Any change to
this provision would require agreement
between the Crown and Ngati Tuwharetoa at
a political level and is clearly outside the
scope of the review. Therefore the option of
a New Zealand-wide licence is not consid-
ered further.

The next step

The Department is currently discussing
these recommendations with the Taupo
Fishery Advisory Committee and Tuwharetoa
Maori Trust Board.

It is planned to have any changes coming out
of this process in place for the start of the
2001/02 season. Some recommendations
will simply need a change in opcrational
procedure but others, such as changes in
licence categories, will require amendment
by Gazette Notice under the Maori Land
Amendment and Maori Land  Claims
Adjustment Act 1926.
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“Value...Its uniwise to pay too much,
but it's wiwise to pay too little.

When you pay foo much you lose a little
money, that is all.
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you sometimes lose everything,
because the thing you bought

Toxins are used on conservation land
for a variety of reasons. Animal pests
impact on conservation values,
spread disease and are sought after
for their fur and skins. Any toxin used
on conservation land must be in
accordance with strict protocols set
down by the Department of
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you will have enough
to pay for something better.”

Rangatikei River/Otamateanui
Stream Confluence in
Kaimanawa Forest Park

recovery CONCES

John Ruskin (1819 - 1900)
There may be other areas where

private possum hunters have also
laid cyanide for skin/fur

recovery operations. These areas are
not Hsted in the Pesticide Summary.
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by Cam Speedy

Table I: Hunting statistics

Jor Rangitikei Remote

Fxperience Zone, Spring

Spring Hunter Access to
Rangitikei Remote Experience

Zone (REZ)

‘Three helicopter landing sites were again
available to recreational hunters within the
Rangitikei Remote Experience Zone (REZ) of
Kaimanawa Forest Park during the period 24
October to 19 December 1999, Helicopter
landings are not generally permitted but this

special access is to allow recreational

mixed red and sika deer herd. In turn this
will reduce the impact of the deer on the
habitat within the REZ.

A total of 13 parties involving 39 hunters
utilised the access opportunity.  The results
of the hunting efforts of the 12 parties that
returned data are summarised in table 1. In

999 hunters the opportunity to reduce the area's total, 40 deer were reported killed, an
Landing site No. of No. of Days | Sikadeer | Reddeer | Sikastags | Sikahinds | Red stags Red hinds |
| parties | hunters | hunting | seen seen | kiled | lkiled | Ilalled hilled |
| [ 1
Ecology Stream | 3 10 26 8 1 - | i - |
|Bxcloswe | | | 1l g
Whakamaruman ‘ & | 17 50 16 56 3| 1 : i1 13 |
| Tops 1 ! ! —li= == | =1
| Ouamatcanyi Tops | %| 9 3 FE R il 1 8|

| |
Totals | 12 ‘ 35 112 26 T 4 o 12 21

* = hybrids (identified by hunter and/or jaw length)




Graph 1 Age profile of
the Rangitfkeed Remote
Experience Zone spring
deer barvest, 1999

B
O

k.

QO

X i

®

&

L 2
(1

<] <2 <3 <4

Age class (years)

average of three per party. As is usually the
case,a few parties got no deer and others did
very well. Success is related in part to the
timing of a trip as the spring flush does not
occur at the same ume each yvear. It is also

influenced by the weather patterns as it is
hard to find and hunt deer during cool, wet
and/or windy weather. Hunter skill and

knowledge of the blocks also influence

SUCCEss rales,

The harvest this year included 21 red

hinds, 12 red stags, four sika stags and three
sika hinds, although at least three of the
sika may have been hybrids. A total of 21
deer jaws were provided from the 40 deer
reported Killed. An age profile of this
harvest appears in graph 1. All deer, regard-
less of species or sex, have been lumped
together to obtain this age profile due o

the small sample size

One of the main points to note is thar sika
deer continue to make up only a small
proportion of the harvest, despite there

being plenty of them available to hunt in this

part of the park. This is because their
preferred habitat is the heavy bush and/or
scrub cover where they are much more diffi-
cult to hunt. In contrast, red deer spend
much of their time out in the open where
hunters are able to get at them.

The other notable point is the age profile of
the harvest. The high proportion of older
deer typical in past profiles from the REZ is
r.  This sugg
decreasing age structure in the population

not evident this ye a

which in turn suggests hunting is starting to
have an impact.  However, the high propor-
tion of very young deer (less than one year)
suggests reproductive success has also
increased and this will need to be watched
over the next few years. Clearly fawn
survival during 1999 was high with the dry
ter. Interestingly, the lack of yearlings

(less than two vears) suggests the very wet
winter of 1998 had a negative impact on

Kol Marshall enjoys the morning vieus
dowen the Mangamaire Valley within the
Rangitikei Remote Experience Zone



It will
be inter-
The morning sun calcbes fawn N esting 1o sce
Glenn Maclean with a survival. how much interest
prime November sika Most parties left there is in these blocks next year
stag high in the the camp sites in a clean and tidy condi- after the central Kaimanawas are opened to
Rangitikei Remole tion, and because there were no acc helicopter harvest in June of this year.
Experience Zone points close to the Rangitikei River this Hunters wishing to book a block for this
vear, the access period would not have had year can book through the Turangi office

any impact on the Rangitikei trout fishery. from 1 October 2000.
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Director-General of
Conservation Hugh
Logan experiences the

Taupo fishery fivst band

Who is this
Happy Fellow?

It is pretty obvious why Director-General of
Conservation Hugh Logan is looking so pleased
after landing a prime maiden Taupo rainbow
trout.

As part of his oversight of the Department's
activity Hugh makes a practice of visiting all
Conservancy and Area offices once a year. This
provides an opportunity to see first hand much
of the work being undertaken in the field and
behind the scenes. Staff also appreciatc
meeting and talking with the boss in a more
relaxed setting.

During his visit to the Taupo Fishery Arca last
November Hugh saw acoustic surveys of trout
on Lake Taupo, latest developments at the
Tongariro National Trout Centre and operations
at the Waipa fish trap. He also made an early-
morning fishing excursion on the lake and was
rewarded with this catch. No stranger to trout
fishing, Hugh was introduced to the sport at an
carly age by his father who is still a keen angler
on back country Canterbury waters.

Taupo Fishery hosts Victorian

Fishery Managers

Recently we hosted Richard McLoughlin and

Wayne Fulton, the Director and Deputy
Director of Fisheries Victoria in Australia. They
spent three days with us as part of a 10 day visit
to view the management of New Zealand trout
Of pa

Taupo was the

ticular interest to them at

fisheries.

se we make of acoustic equip-
ment to estimate trout abundance, our applica-
tions and use of radio tracking and the

development of the Tongariro National Trout

The visit also provided a valuable opportunity

for us to discuss issues and management
approaches with them. They are responsible
for marine fisheries as well as trout fisheries in
Victoria and operate on a much larger scale
than us. However, our two organisations face
many of the same issues and it was surprising
just how often that, independently, we have
come up with very similar solutions.
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Fisbery Manager Jobn
Gibbs
cacies of deep trolling to

Xpidins the intri-

bis audience af
Wharewaka Point

Angling Seminars

Two very successful fishir
held on the shores of Lake Taupo in January.
Taupo Fishery Area staff organised the semi-
nars to give visiting anglers the opportunity
to pick up a few tips on lake fishing tech-
nigques and improve their fishing success and
enjovment. Nearly 250 people attended and
feedback indicates the sessions were very

SCMINArs were

well received with several requests for
similar presentations in the future.

Although directed at less experienced
anglers it seems that even a few cxperts

picked up some ideas. Venues were the
Omori boat ramp reserve and the
1 Point reserve.

The seminars were organised by Ranger

Wharew:

David Moate and presented by David and

Area Manager John Gibbs a
Rob Hood.
included suitable fishing gear, trolling and

isted by Ranger
Topics and demonstrations

jigging techniques, downriggers, getting the
best from your echosounder, where trout
feed and why they gather in certain places.
We also showed the best methods for landing

and releasing trout, killing
and caring for your catch
and covered aspects of boat

handling and some relevant

fishing regulations.

Given the interest in these
sessions they will become a
permanent feature of our
summer activities. Venues
will be varied each year to
spread the opportunitics
and a simple handout listing
the key points will be
prepared. The venues and
times for the seminars next
summer will be listed in the
November 2000 issue of
Target Taupo.

Below: Over 180 people
attended the seminar beld at

Chrtori.




by Rob Marsball
Rab is the Fishery Avea

FEcologist and is respon-

sible for the fishery moni-

toring programimes. He
Is also a very keen

angler

Summer Fishing Comment

When the weather permitted, the fishing was
very good on Lake Taupo this summer. Catch
rates over the period leading up to Christmas
and New Year were exceptional, with some
nice conditioned fish caught. With the onset
of the busy boating season in January anglers’
st

sss dropped as is typical of this time of

vear. Overall the size and condition of the

fish, and angling success over summer, wWere
an improvement on last year.

During summer we count the number of
boats fishing on the lake as part of routine
monitoring of the trout harvest. Results this
year show that there was less angler activity
on the lake than last year with the peak
count of 291 boats compared to 450 in
summer 1998/99. Nevertheless there were
and
resemble

oceasions when places like Kuratau Spi
began to
Auckland’s northern motorway in rush hour,

Rangatira  Point

though no doubt everyone present was
d to be on the lake catching trout, not
sitting in traffic.

ple

We also undertake creel surveys on the lake
and

to assess anglers’ catch rates and the size
quality of the fish caught. All of the informa-
tion presented here is a product of those
interviews. Thank you to those who gave a
minute of their fishing time to take part in
the survey,

Chasing trout around the lakeshore in
spring is an enjoyable way to fish Lake
Taupo. For the winter fly fisher it is-a
welcome change, being able to wade in
shorts and a tee-shirt, cast unweighted
attack

flies and actually see the trout
your fly. During October and November
trout move onto the sandy, shallow
beaches in pursuit of spawning smelt.
This year the trout remained in the shal-
lows through until late December and
peaple who took advantage of the
slightly extended season caught some
very good rainbow and brown trout that
had been feeding on smelt and gaining
condition all spring.

On the lake last year anglers reported
catching large numbers of mending kelts
throughout the summer. This year two

moderately sized floods in late spring and

early summer gave kelts the stimulation
they needed to return to the lake.
Subsequently thesc fish were able to take

advantage of the spawning smelt around
the lake edge and so recover condition
quickly. Consequently reports suggest that
fewer poorly conditioned kelts have been
caught this year. Another feature of last
year's fishing was the unusually large
d  fish
throughout the season. These small maiden

number  of  undersi

caught

(immature) fish always make up a large
proportion of the population early in the
season, so their presence in anglers’
catches is not surprising. However, these
fish grow at approximately lmm per day
and by January there are normally only a
very small percentage of fish shorter than
the minimum legal length of 45cm. Results
this year were much more in keeping with
the typical pattern, with 31% of fish caught

in October released as undersized, but only

18% in January.

The overall size and condition of legalsized
trout kept by anglers this summer were
similar to those of last year. Table 1 shows
the average weight and length of rainbow

FISH where
the FISH are

Get your fly out to where the
big rainbows lie.
Teeny Series/Floating lines

WWW_IITEEny.com




The smifes say it all

trout kept by anglers in 1999/2000,

Angler catch rates this year were above
average. In November the average catch
rate (number of fish caught per hour by
the average angler) was very high, at 0.46

s5. We will run an article on “Jigging

Taupo” in the November 2000 issuc of
Target Taupo.

The northern and southern ends of the lake
usually produce slightly different angling

October November December January February
Weight (kg) 1.58 1.41 1.52 1.66 1.69
Length (mm) 506 501 506 513 507

Table I: Average length
and weight of rainbow
troat kept By anglers,

October 1999 to fanuary

2000

or one fish every 2.1 hours. The catch
rate remained high in December (0.32)
while the effect of increased boating

acti

and witer temperature in January

didn't vary bet
that overall sy

results. This year the

e of the trout caught

een location, but it appears
in the northern end

is reflected in the lower catch rate of 0.22
fish/hour (one fish every 4.5 hours). Fish
are still available to anglers in late
summer but unless you're prepared to get
up early in the morning, vou necd to
employ very deep fishing methods such
as wirelines or downriggers to have
regular success. Jigging can also be a
deep fishing method and is beginning to

grow in popularity at Taupo. It has taken
a while to catch on here but this summer
we noticed more anglers giving it a go.

These anglers were all enjoying good

(north of a line from Western Bays to Hatepe)
wis higher than the south. The average
catch rate in the north was .34 or on¢ fish
every 2.9 hours over the summer, while in
the south it was 0.29 or one fish every 3.4
hours. Both catch rates are very respectable
for Lake Taupo.

Our summer angling survey continues until
the end of March. If we approach you on the
lake please spare a minute or two of your
fishing time to talk to us and tell us how your
fishing is going. Your input is very important
and it is a good oppoertunity to have a chat to
one of our fishery rangers.
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As a resull of a successful
overnight trip in the
Western Bays you may
Bave were trout than the
daily bag limit in your
possession. If you are
then stopped by a fishery
ranger Yot dre in an
aipfeward situation
wunless you bave stored
your catch in individual
bags which are clearly
labelled with your details

ad the dete
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Trout Possession and Storage

Regulations

The Taupo fishery is the largest freshwater
fishery in the country, attracting approxi-
mately 45,000 anglers annually. It is primarily
a visitor fishery with local anglers making up
only 18% of total angler numbers. Visiting
anglers staying for a number of days often
store their accumulated catches of trout.
However, the daily bag limit is only three
trout and it is illegal to continue fishing or to
have kept more than three trout on any day.
Clearly it is necessary if vou are storing trout
from a previous day, that these are not
confused with the current
day’s catch.

If you are staying at home
or at a fri
simply means you should

nd's place this

clean each day’s carch and
store it in the freerer
However, if you are camp-
ing out in the Western Bays
you may well end up with
a large number of fish in your possession. In
this situation you have to clearly identify

Jishery ranger why

you are in po

of more than the
daily bag limil.

each angler’s catch and when it was caught.

The simplest way to do this is to process the
catch cach day, label each fish with the
angler's details and store them separately
from the following day’s catch. This may
sound like a hassle but it beats trying to
convince a fishery ranger why you are in
" bag limit.

ion of more than the ¢

Anglers frequently store their trout at places
like accommodation facilities, commercial
smokehouses and restaurants. In all cases
when trout are being stored on behalf of
vou, the following is required:

This may sound like a
bassle but it beat
trying to convince a

When you deposit the
trout:

* clearly label each trout with
R your name and address and
date of deposit

* do not deposit more than the
daily bag limit on any one day

* do not store more than 23kg of trout

do not gift or exchange trout for full or

partial payment for storage, cooking or
smoking
* have your licence with you so that the

number can be recorded in the re

When you store trout for
someone else:

* keep a register of anglers” details, number of
trout and total weight of fish

* retain this register for at least six months
after the last entry in it




* permit fishery rangers to enter the prem-
ises at reasonable times to inspect fish and
records

If you are gifted a trout from an angler and
wish to have it smoked, follow the same
procedure but provide the angler’s details as
well as your own,. Similarly, if you are
depositing a number of trout caught by your
angling party, have with you all the details of

numbers. Correctly followed and recorded,
the trout storage and smoking regulations
greatly assist fishery rangers to follow up on
reports of anglers breaking bag limit and size
regulations and to ensure trout are not being
sold. Next time you require your trout stored
please make sure you label them and have
details entered into the

the register

provided.

each angler, including their fishing licence

Winter Angling Prospects

he results of our summer angling survey show that catch rates on the lake are
higher than usual, which is likely to carry over into the winter months. Also the
average size of trout caught in the lake in late summer was high for this time of
vear (1.69kg). Given that the fish will continue growing until entering the rivers, winter

anglers can expect to catch some very good-sized trout.

Last winter the fishing on the Tongariro River was an improvement on 1998. The catch
rate increased from a low in 1998 of around 0.12 or one fish every cight hours, to 0.27
fish per hour (one fish every 3.7 hours). This improvement is likely to continue this year
as the negative effects of the 1995/96 volcanic eruptions disappear. All indications point
to winter 2000 being a successful and enjoyable time to fish the Taupo rivers. Good luck.
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by Rob Marsball

Fishery Ranger Gordon
McKe.

aof the upsiream pen.

zie nets a fish out

Waipa Trap Summary

The Waipa Stream is a small tributary of the
Tongariro River. It enters the Tongariro
approximately 24km upstream of Lake
Taupo. Since January 1998 we have been
trapping the run of spawning trout in the
stream. The trap operates all year round and
is designed to stop the progress of fish
migrating upstream and retain them in a
holding pen, until they can be processed and
released upstream of the trap. We now have
twio years' worth of data relating to the size
of the spawning run, the length, weight and
condition of the fish and the overall struc-
ture of the trout population.

Operating a fish trap is rewarding, but can
sometimes be arduous for those involved.

Many sunny days are spent maintaining the
trap and hut fac

ies while cold, wet nights

are spent processing runs of fish and
cleaning the trap bars that get clogged with
debris

‘ishery rangers operate the trap on a

rostered basis, for anywhere up to four

nights at a time. While there the trap oper-

ator is responsible for:

* maintaining the trap so that it traps
effectively

* keeping the trap free of debris

« processing fish frequently and carefully so
not to cause them stress

* keeping accurate records of data collected

* maintaining the integrity of the trap struc-
ture under flood conditions

A logbook is kept at the trap hut and is filled

out by the operator during their time on

duty. The following as an excerpt from the

1999 Waipa trap logbook, which shows what

fish trapping can involve.

F July 1999

240 pan.  Bevan in to trap, Harry out.
Linpacked gear and went
down to trap for a look. Water
level (s up to 0.40 Stream is
brown. Had 35mm of rain
since this morning. Had an
early tea and got ready for the
night.

Staff gauge on 0.62 now Need
to clean trap every 15 minutes.
Staff gauge on 0.72. River now
Judl with a lot of pumice
coming down, Caught 70-80
kelts.

Staff gauge 0.92.

River over the top of the traf.
Continually cleaned but
couldn't Reep up with prumice.
Skies clearing hopefully,

4.00 .o,

4.30 pram.

5.30 pan.
6.00 fr.om.

6.30 pon. Can't get near the river, still

too bigh. Staff gauge 0.99,

Dropping to 0.68 but still very

dirty. Caught a tonne more

Reells.

930 pn. Staff gaiige 0.55. Dropping.
Plenty of debris and kelts.

10.30 pom. Staff gauge 0.46. Removed
small logs and bushes from
Sront barvier

11.00 pan. Staff gage 0.38.5till a lot of
Promice.

&30 pom.



Looking downstrean at
the front barrier of the

Waipa trafr

Tabie I: Number of trout
species and sex in the
1998 and 1999 Waipa

SPAWHING runs

4 July 1999

Midnight  Staff gauge 0.506. Untold
puemice. More puniice in
stream than water, Where is it

coming from?

145 aom.  Staff gauge 0.45. Had to keefy
cleaning.

230 a.m. Staff gavige 0.45.

3.30 a.m. Cleaned buge blocks of pumice

off front barrier Had a quick
snooze,

4.30 aam.  Pumice easing and streqm
clearing. Little rain now.

6.40 a.m.  Gelting better. Time for a brew
and a good clean up of the
trafr ared.

800 a.m.  Norrie in to belfy with the
clean up. Total of Tthnm of
rain, 121 upstream and 134

il eant frout trapy
Some seen jumping trap when
weter over the top of the front
barrier
Speciesand sex | 1998 | 1999 ‘
Rainbow female | 1949 306600 |
Rainbow male | 1151 | 2149 |
Rainbow total | 3100 | 5815
| Brown female | 312 | 287
Brown male | 257 | 157
Brown total | 569 A
Overall 3669 6259

Fortunately only a few nights each year are
like this,

The fruits of our labour

The number of trout trapped in the Waipa
Stream in 1998 and 1999 is shown in table 1.
The size of last year's spawning run was high
(6259) and substantially greater than 1998
(3669). This reflects the strong year class
entering the population in 1999, This year
class was identified in Lake Taupo during the
spring of 1998, when up to 46% of angler-
caught trout were undersize. The true signifi-
cance of the run size in 1999 is hard to gauge
at this stage with only two years’ trapping
completed. When data from other years is
available the size of each spawning run can
be evaluated and compared more rigorously.
The totals provided in table 1 are adjusted to
take into account fish that are able to swim
past the trap and so arc missed from the
count. This occurs when the stream floods
over the top of the trap.To be able to make
this adjustment we finclip all fish that pass
through the fish trap to identify that they
have been trapped. When the trout have
completed spawning and begin moving back
downstream to the lake, we retrap a sample
of these fish. Using the proportion of fish
which are clipped we can adjust the actual
number trapped to obtain an assessment of
the total run size.

To obtain the most accurate estimate of the
total run we need to calculate the run on a
monthly basis, which requires an estimate of

the residence time of each species. In other

words, the amount of time fish spent above
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Gordon sends anothber
spawning fish on i3 way
upstream after weighing
and measuring it. Note
the clipped pelvic fin
above bis left wrist

Table 2: Average length
and weight by species
and sex of fish in the
1998 and 1999 Waipa

SPATORIIE YIS

Table 3: Average
condition factor of trout
trapped in 1998 and
1999 by species and sex

Sex and species 1998 1999
Length (mm) Weight (kg) Length (mm) = Weight (kg)

Rainbow female | 581 2.48 525 1.75
Rainbow male 579 2:29 | 528 1.68
Rainbow total | 581 2.4 526 | 1.72
Brown female 622 317 | 586 | 2.59
Brown male | 647 3.39 591 2.56
Brown total 633 3.26 588 2.58

the trap spawning before returning down-
stream as kelts. To establish this, plastic
coloured tags are inserted in 60 trout per
month as they pass the trap on their way
upstream. These fish are re-trapped on the
way back downstream and the time spent
above the trap calculated. The study shows
that the average residence time ranges from
one to three months. Male rainbow trout
spend, on average, three months above the
trap, while rainbow females only spend one

month. Brown ma

-5 and females spend two
months above the trap. When you consider
how long it takes trout to migrate 24km up
the Tongariro and how long it takes them to
get back to the lake after spawning, it is likely
that many Waipa trout spend up to four or
five: months away from the lake. By knowing
mes we can adjust the
monthly trap total using the proportion of

the residence

clipped kelts re-trapped at an appropriate
period later on. For example, to adjust the

Condition factor
1998 | 1999
45.30' | 43.69
4208 | 4072
46.75 | 46.47

= =
Sex and species

Rainbow female
Rainbow male
Brown female

Brown male 44.72 43 .84

monthly run of rainbow males we use the
proportion of clipped rainbow male kelts re-
trapped three months later.

Table 2 shows that the size of trout running

the Waipa Stream was substan
1999 than 1998. The average weight of
rainbow trout (1.72kg) in 1999 when
compared to historic records for Taupo is

Iy lower in

very typical, but pales in comparison to that
of 1998 (2.4kg). It appears as though the
positive effects of the 1995/96 Ruapehu
nd the
growth of trout in the lake has returned to
pre-eruption levels (Targer Taupo, issuc 27).
This isn't to say that natural fluctuations in

volcanic eruptions have waned,

the size and guality of trout won't occur, but
the extreme highs of 1997/98 are unlikely.
The condition of trout trapped in 1999 was
slightly down on 1998 but was still very
healthy as reflected by condition factors in
the mid-40s (table 3).

The trap was removed from the stream over
the Christmas and New Year holiday but was
back in operation on 11 January 2000.
Details of the 2000 spawning run will be
presented in a future issue of Target Taupo,
but so far this year the number and size of
trout trapped are up on 1999,



Fishing Access on the Tauranga-

Taupo River

sed_anglers on_foot
extends 4.8km upstream from the Tauranga-
Taupo River mouth. The upper limit is in the
vicinity of the Pump Pool, which is the next
pool upstream from Maniapoto’s Pool. We

Legal access for lices

maintain walking tracks to this area along the
true right river bank from State Highway 1
and along the true left river bank from the
end of Tuki Road.

The landowners have recently planted pine

entrance to their pines. Yet within days

wilderness-lover in his 4WD made another
track through the willow and blackberry
past the ditch and bank and out over the
pines again!

We would like to negotiate with the
landowners to maintain angling a.
the river bank upstream from the legal limit

ss along

as far as the Rangers Pool, which is the

winter upper fishing limit. However, if

trees on the farmland at the end of Tuki anglers continue to show such a disre-

Road. To prevent ignorant anglers who
persist in driving over the plantings, they

have had a ditch and bank dug at the

spectful regard for private land we can only

anticipate  a  distinetly unsympathetic

hearing.

Information about illegal activities is only of use when it is
passed on immediately

If you see such an activity, whatever the time,
 please contact compliance staff

‘Telephone: (07) 386 8607

b o ; mp'_'de}foﬂmtﬁfhanumbcrof-
the Cansemncy Bu:y Ofﬁoer He/she will take your call and | _pass on your
information to the appropriate person.

Note this contact number is also printed on your Taupo District fishing licence.

larget Taupo Mailout

We have received enguiries as to why some
Adult Season licence holders did not receive
the latest edition of Targer Taupo.

When we receive the licence duplicates back
from agents, the names and addresses of each
adult season licence holder are entered onto a
computer database, Approximately 12,000

addresses are entered over the course of each
se becomes the address list
ssues of Target Taupo over

season This datal

ta mail out thr

the following scason. Therefore someone
who purchased a whole season licence for
the 1998/99 season will get three copies of
the magazine up to and including this issue.
Similarly if you have purchased a 1999/2000
licence you will reccive three copies of Target
Tanpo starting with the July 2000 issue. This

is the most effective way to manage the
mailout system.,

Occasionally we are unable to enter a name
and address because they are illegible or the
address is incomplete. We take a lot of care,
including checking street names and suburbs
in directories, but particularly where holiday

addresses have been used there is not a lot
more we can do. Each season approximately
5% of the first mailout is returned by New
Zealand Post for various reasons.

There will always be a few glitches in the
system, and if you have purchased a licence
and do not receive your July issue please tele-
phone Shirley Oates at the Turangi office
with your licence number and you will be
entered onto the database.
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by Cam Speedy

Cenit co-ordinates aninal
pest and threatened
species management for
the Tongariro-Taufo
Conservancy. Gam and
his team also oversce
weed management and
babitat monitoring

What Does This Autumn Hold
For Deer Hunters?

As another rutting scason draws closer, it is
timely to review the summer and to predict
what this autumn may bring for hunters.

The weather patterns during the winter of
1999 provided fine crisp days and less rain-
fall than we have experienced in the central
North Island for over a decade. This has
had a major influence on forest and moun-
tain ecosystems throughout the region this
growing season. These weather patterns
on top of the fantastic autumn 1999
production of seed and fruit set this
summer up as a cracker for many critters.
Most deer came out of the easy winter in
good condition and fawn survival in partic-
ular appears to have been high. There have
been many yearlings about over summer
and it is likely most hinds will carry better
than average body condition through to
their receptive cyeles in autumn, motivating
the stags into a busy and vocal roar. Regular
summer rain, mostly in the form of after

/SpoRTING LIFE - TURANGI)

Outfitters to the Famous Tongariro River

it
Fly fishing specialist outfitters, providing a complete range of
all tackle, hireage and accessories from leading manufacturers
including Cortland, Scientific Anglers, Umpqua, Sage,

Composite and Kilwell.
Sporting Life Turangi  ¢Sei
Graham and Kathy @

The Mall, Turangi
Telephone: (07) 386-8996
Fax: (07) 386-6559

DORLON

COUNTRYLIF ‘
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noon build-ups, helped the growing scason
continue  right
although tempe
times with fate frosts and summer snow

through January and
ures were a little cool at

falls included, there has been plenty of
growth. The huge numbers of scedlings
popping up out of the leaf litter all over our
beech forests are evidence of an important
natural phenomenon which has not been
As a result of last
g) large
> also been a feature of

seen for many

VCArs.

autumn’s beech mast (fruit

numbers of mice ha

the summer. The increased rodent popula-
tion has allowed predators like stoats (o do
well too, so don't be surprised if you see
plenty of these animals while hunting
rutting stags this year. Once the mice popu-
lation starts to decrease, predators will be
forced to forage longer and harder until
winter gets them,

Our survey and monitoring teams have been
out over summer establishing and re-meas-
uring forest plots,
see over the next few years how many of the

It will be interesting to

beech seedlings grow into saplings and how
many of the

: make it through the browse
ticr or get lost along the wa

.. The big seeding
year could be just the kick start our high
country forests need to get back on track -

but not if all the seedlings are eaten by
hungry deer.

Red deer numbers have continued to be
sparse on the Kaimanawa and Tongariro
National Park tops this summer. Tongariro
Forest ha

secen a good harvest of young

deer this season as the herd increases
following the impacts of 1080 possum
control in the winter of 1995.
need to harvest breeding hinds a little

Hunters

harder in this forest if the ecological gains
from the possum and goat control are to be
maintained in coming years. There is still a
misconception among hunters that killing
young stags and leaving hinds will help

improve the hunting in these places. The

reality is that such a harvest approach
reduces the quality of the rut hunting by
reducing the proportion of mature males in
the population and creates greater impact
on the habitat from the more sedentary
family groups associated with breeding

females. If recreational hunting is to



The dry winter in 1999
appears to have resulted
in bigh fawn survival as
ettdenced by the large
nember of yearlings

about 1his suniiner

continue to contribute to forest protection
in many areas of the conservancy, hunters
must harvest a greater propor-

forest cover.  The jaw sample from the
Rangitikei Remote Experience Zone last
spring (see separate article

tion of female deer. “If recreational in this issue) suggests this
There has been some spectac- bunting is to area is about to go through a
ular early velvet around the continue to period  of  population
sika blocks this summer, and contribute to_forest increase.  Ensuring  you
with improved body condition protection in shoot plenty of hinds as

hinds should cycle well, kick
starting the stags into gear
come April. This may well be a
roar to remember 5o make
sure you get out and enjoy it,

Places worth a look are:

= The Waipakihi Valley where deer numbers
are starting to pick up after the impacts of
the Ruapehu ash falls in 1996

+ The Waiotaka/Whitikau catchments where
the numbers of red deer in particular are
now building six years after a highly
successful 1080 possum control operation

= The Kaipo River/Oamaru Hut area as deer
spill out of the increasingly favourable
summer  habitat available on  Poronui
station

+The Mangamaire/Rangitikei catchments
which continue to have moderately high
deer density due to the heavy scrub and

many arveas of the
conservancy, bunlers
must barvest a
greater proportion from
of female deer.”

well as chasing rutting stags
in this area will help ensure
our forests do not suffer
increased  browse
pr(:s.'sun:.

Don't forget those spots a
little closer to home, The
arcas cast of Kiko Road end and Clements
Mill Road are both worth a bit of homework
for that once in a lifetime trophy. The upper
Tongariro River off the Desert Road
shouldn’t be overlooked for a handy deer
either.

My sika picks for the roar this year are the Te
Tiringa Stream headwaters and the mid-
Mangamaire River catchments. In terms of
red deer, Tongariro Forest will produce a big
one this roar. despite all the spikers that have
been shot there in recent years,

Please remember to provide feedback in the
form of hunting diaries, deer jaws, antlers




A late semmer stka stag,
prolished wufy and ready (o

go!
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(sce

the advertisement  for

this year’s sika competition) and wildlife
sightings at the end of the autumn hunting
period. Take note of your pesticide

tively iden-
tify your target
before you take a
shot.  Autumn is a very

exciting time to hunt. With a bit of
thought for the future wellbeing of the
forests in which you hunt and a lot of ¢are in
how you use these forests, you can ensure
you and your hunting companions continue

summuries, and above all, ensure you posi- to enjoy them for years to come.

Be Read for the Annual

THIS NEW MILLENNILIM EVENT WiLL BE BETTER AND BIGGER THAN EVER

SECTIONS FOR:

BEST SIKA HEAD

BEST RED HEAD

BEST PIG TUSKS

JUNIOR SECTION
PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION
Buy your ticket now in the Hunters & Habitats Club Raffle to be drawn on competition Day

DRAW 1: $1,000.00 WORTH OF STONEY CREEK CLOTHING (sponsored by Taupo Sports World)
DHA\".’ 2: 51.000.00 WORTH OF RIDGE LINE CLOTHING {sponsored by Cameron Sports Imports) &

(All peoceeds going toward rebuilding Talringa Hut & the: Sika Data Project)

ENGUIRIES & RAFFLE TICKETS:
stom Carlridges.

Telephone: 07 378 4593

PO, Box 794, Taupo:

. SPOTPRIZES
) CATEGORY PRIZES
'_ DOOR PRIZES

WEB SITE: www.nzsika.conz

E-MAIL: mark @ cuslomeanridges.conz

LS
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by Sid Puia

Sid co-ordinates
conmpliance and law

enforcement aclivity for

the Taupo Fisbery Avea
and training of
conservancy staff and

Bonorary rangers

Sid Puia (left) and Don
Merton

The New Millennium on the

Chatham Islands

The Chathan
in the South Pacific Ocean; 768km east of

slands “First to see the sun” lie

mainland New Zealand, and consist of two

main islands, both inhabited - Chatham
Island and Pitt Island.

Among some 40 other islands are the two

Crown-owned  islands,  Rangati and

Mangere, These islands are nature reserves,

managed by the Department of Conservation
and are important sanctuarics for threatened
species. The highest point in the Chathams’
group occurs on Mangere and the third
highest point on Rangatira.

The millennium excitement during the year

hatched up all kinds of commercial ventures
and none more demanding than seeing the
first sunrise.

Because of this, the Department had

concerns that the visitor numbers would rise
to between six or seven thousand, almost 10

times the resident population of the

Chathams. With so many visitors predicted
the Department’s plan was to send two
compliance rangers, one to cach island. With
Clayton Ross from Nelson/Marlborough
Conservancy 1 was fortunate enough to be
selected to undertake this role.

On 20 December 1999 at about 1.15 p.m.
Chathams’ time Larrived at Chathams'Airport

and along with Clayton Ross and Don Merton
were met by the Area Manager John Mason.
The DOC Area office is at Te One,

We were briefed that afternoon on our tasks
and compliance issues which we might
encounter. Clayton would go to Mangere
and Don and I to Rangatira. Our jobs were to

be made easier by the fact that the predicted

visitor numbers were now only 700 or so.
Nevertheless, the plan was flexible enough
to simultaneously integrate our compliance
tasks with the threatened species recovery
programmes currently underway on both
islands.

The following morning we packed our food
for the duration of our stay, expecting to
return back to the Chathams on 8 January
2000. Unlike any other areas in which I have
worked, the food and equipment were
packed in rodent-free conditions and sealed in
containers before being loaded for the islands.
At 9 am. we left Owenga by fishing boat for
Mangere and Rangatira [slands. There are no
jetties on the islands and you rely totally on the
skill of the fishing boat operator and your
timing amongst the rise and fall of the waves
to unload yourself safely on the wave platform.
Once safely on land and with all the gear
unloaded, we met with Helen Gummer, who
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Sun setting for the last
time on the second
millennim

(Fhotograpbs by Do Merton)

First to see the sun in the

thivd millennium

put us through the ropes of local island
protocol and a more detailed programme of
the tasks relating to the monitoring and
recording of:

+ Chatham Island Petrel - checking burrows

= Black Robin - checking pairs, offspring and
bondings

» NZ Shore Plover - checl

+ Chatham Island Oyster Catcher:

ng pairs and bondings

= the island’s 30-odd bait stations.

These tasks were 1o keep us busy all day and

every day.

Helen left us on 23 December to join
Clayton Ross and Tertia Thurley on Mangere
Island.

Christmas Day came and went like a thief in
the night.  On the afternoon of 31
December, Don and [ strolled up to North
Summit to set up camp for the night. The
18

view was magnificent coming on to

light. For a moment the birds flying to the

west of us seemed suspended in total anima-
tion as the sun's rays reflected off the sea,
with a tinge of red, adding delight to every
shepherd’s and ancient mariner's heart. The
forthcoming day, the first of the new millen-

nium, should be a happy one.
We stayed up all night and on the dot of

midnight exchanged mes

sages by morse
code with our colleagues and everyvone else
who could see us.

The sunrise was eve

n more spectacular -
what a view!

Before long it was time to leave. Every
moment on the island had been a new expe-
rience, especially the “hands on” work with
the different species. It wa

also pleasing

that there were no compliance incidents on
cither island.

We left Rangatira Island on 8 January 2000,
teamed up with Clayton and flew home
from the Chathams with the Prime Minister
on 10 January.




Catfish Tagging Update

In December 1999 we tagged another 800
catfish in Waihi Bay by attaching a purple
spaghetti-like tag (rather than yellow or
orange as in 1998) under the dorsal fin of
each fish. Each tag has a unique number so
that we can follow the history of individual
catfish. Tags from catfish caught by anglers
provide valuable information about the
growth rate and the movement of these fish.
So far a dozen tags have been returned. Most
of the tagged fish have been caught in the
Tokaanu Power Station tailrace, about 1km
away from where they were tagged, but one
was caught at Omori, 5 km away.

These returns indicate that catfish roam
freely at the southern end of the lake. Further
tag returns, accompanicd by measurements
of the length of the fish, will allow us to
assess how catfish grow throughout the
summer. Ultimately the tagging experiment
will provide us with some estimation of the
total number of catfish present at the

southern end of the lake.

Simultaneously, observations of catfish move-
ment have been made in Motuoapa Bay
where six catfish were cquipped with
acoustic transmitters (Targe! Taupo, issues
30 and 31). These special transmitters send
information about the fish’s position and the
depth at which it is swimming. Strategically
positioned recorders set on the lake bed
automatically log this data. We collected
9000 transmissions between
December 1999 The preliminary analysis of
the results indicates that catfish leave their
shallow habitat in Motuoapa Bay in

May and

November to go further offshore using water
up to 23 metres deep over summer.

The full picture of the movement of catfish
in Lake Taupo will be presented in future
issues of Target Taupo.

In the meantime thanks again to all those

people who have returned catfish tags.

RIVER ANGLING SIGN UPDATE

In issue 32 of Target Taupo we explained the proce

involved in re-designing the new river

angling signs for the Tongariro River. We signed off the final proofs and planned to have the

signs in place by the end of

Turan

123 Taupehi Road, Turangi. Ph (07) 386 0374 .

"UNDER
NEW MANAGEMENT

gi's Newest Tackle Shop

The Raised Hackle

November 1999, Unfortunately
though, problems with produc-
tion of the signs have delayed
installation and this is finally
occurring as this issue goes to
print.

In the meantime we are taking
acrial photographs of the other
eastern tributaries so that access
maps of these rivers can be
produced. Once these are
collated, a similar design and
production process to that used
for the Tongariro signs will
begin. We will keep you up to
date with progress in the next
issue of Target Taufio.

Have a look at the signs on the
Tongariro River this year and

feel free to contact us with any
COMMENLs or SUggestions.
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by Rob Marshail

Peak 1999 nonthly

count of the number of

trout/Rilometre in
selected spawning
Streams
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1999 Spawning Summary

Spawning is the term used to describe repro-
duction in fish. For trout in Taupo spawning
involves mature fish (aged two to three years
or older) migrating from the lake up the
many rivers in the district to breed. The trout
begin to accumulate at the mouths of tribu-
taries in autumn, feeding and preparing for
the winter's migration. The water tempera-
ture drops with the onset of winter and the
fish begin to head upstream, travelling
mostly at night. When heavy rain falls and
the rivers become swollen and dirty the
trout surge upstream in large numbers. By
September, the majority of mature trout have
reached the headwater spawning grounds,
which can be up to 25km from the lake. The
fish pair up and courtship begins in earnest.
The number of mature fish running the
rivers and the survival of the young
produced are key to the sustainability of the
Taupo fishery. Spawning must be successful
and enough juvenile trout produced to
provide for satisfactory angling in the future.
Enough trout need to survive to be able to
return to the stream and spawn themselves,
perpetuating the process.

Because the Taupo trout population is wild
and no hatchery-reared fish are released into
the lake or rivers, one of our main roles as
to ensure natural
spawning habitat is available and to as

monitoring the following aspects:

* the number of trout reaching the upstream
spawning grounds

* fish passage and access to these spawning
grounds

* the number of trout fry (<25mm) produced

1200

in the Tongariro River throughout the year

* the number of trout fingerlings (25mm-
120mm) that survive in the Tongariro River.
A combination of all this information allows
us to assess the overall success of a particular
SPAWNINg s
toring results the 1999 spawning s
reasonably successful.

n. Based on this year's moni-

SO Wils

Firstly, the number of trout running the
various rivers to spawn was greater than
average, except in the Hinemaiaia River
Graph 1 presents the results of the escape-
ment (Spawner) monitoring  programme:

which involves counting the number of
spawning fish in five streams cach month by
drift diving or walking. The Waimarino and
Tauranga-Taupo rivers received very good
numbers of trout, and the Whitikau (a tribu-
tary of the Tongariro) had a slightly above
average season. As discussed in the last issue
of Target Taupo, issue 32, the Waiotaka River
gorge was blocked. As it held a lot of trout in
the survey section of the river, this unfortu-
nately biased the results of our monitoring
prior to removing the blockage in early
October.

Fish passage this winter was also disrupted
in the Whitikau Gorge (the Grotto). If block-
ages of this siz

in such important spawning
=d all winter the
impact on juvenile production can be quite
significant. Due to the monitoring project in
place both blockages were identified early

tributaries are left unnotic

and in the case of the Waiotaka, removed as
so0n as possible. The Grotto is unfortunately
a natural barrier, which only impacts on
migration during low flow conditions. In
smiall floods the fish are able to negotiate the

LELLE

s
(=

No of trout/km

GO0
400,
200

i

Hinemaiaix Tauranga-Taupo

hitikau Waimarin



Son Palmer (left), Govdon
McKenzie and Harry
Hanilton (right) use a
back pack electric fishing
machine to catch young
trowl in the Whitikau
Stream

The top fish is a koaro
(Galaxias brevipinmnis)
which s a common catch
in Taupo streams when
sampling fuvenile trout
numbers. The easiest
way to distinguish
between the young
rainbow trout (middle)
and brown trout
(bottom) are the
orange spots and
bright orange

adipose fin (the

Jin fust forward

of the tail) on

falls, though in consistent periods of low
rainfall migration is almost impossible. Last
year access to the spawning grounds was
restored after spring rain, albeit late in the
year. In both cases access was restored
before the end of the spawning migration,
therefore any negative effect on juvenile
production is likely to be insignificant.
Another way of monitoring spawner
numbers is through the operation of the
Waipa trap on the Tongariro River. The
results of last winter's trapping are discussed
in the feature article on page 28 in this issue
of Targel Taupo and are consistent with the
high counts on the other rivers.

Overall a more than satisfactory number of
trout escaped being caught and natural
mortality to reach their spawning grounds
this year.

The other component in an assessment of
spawning success involves monitoring the
numbers of young trout produced. We do
this using clectric fishing machines and
baited minnow traps (large metal versions of

the plastic bait catcher). It is obviously
impossible to count every juvenile trout
produced in the Tongariro River, so we
sample numerous stretches of the river with

the aim of identifving trends in the number
caught over time. In 1999 juvenile produc-
tion was strong and a definite improvement
over 1998, However the results from January
2000 show a drop in the number of fry.
which is likely to be due to flooding in
October/November 1999, Large spring
floods can potentially have an effect on trout
production as the scouring of the riverbed
destroys eggs and newly hatched fry and the
insects the young trout feed on. This year it
appears that the flood may have had an
effect, the extent of which won't be obvious
until the next monitoring in two months’
time has been completed.

Overall though the spawning season of 1999
was strong and the prospects for future
angling are good. In two years' time the juve-
niles of 1999 will reach maturity and should
be a big part of your catch.
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With HE power station
shut down the flow over
HE dam reflects the
natural flow in the
Hinemaiaia River
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Hinemaiaia River Resource

Consents

TrustPower is currently in the process of
secking new consents for the operation of
the three power stations on the Hinemaiaia
River. Consents for the top two dams, HA and
HC, expired in November 1998 but those for
HB are not due until 2001, It seemed most

sensible, given the integrated nature of the
whole scheme, to consider all of the consents

at the same time and so along with other
interested parties we agreed to the consents
being held over until 2001,

The process to identify possible issues and
concerns of various groups with an interest
in the river and its surrounds and to gather
information to address these began early last
year.

We did not, however, se¢ very much
progress.

In November the Department had further
dealings with TrustPower over flow fluctua-

tions in the lower river. These discussions

saw a much more constructive working rela-

tionship develop which has carried over into

the consents process. In January we met on

site with TrustPower and highlighted the
fishery issues with them. These are now
being addressed as part of a study due to be
completed in several months. As a consc-
quence, we are much more optimistic about
how the consents process may progress this
year,

Another outcome of the discussions is that

TrustPower i

installing an automated flow
recorder just downstream of HB power-
house. This will assist with its operation and
will also provide an accurate summary of the
flow regime in the river. Previously flows in
the river have been the subject of debate
between the fishery managers and station
operators because there were no flow read-
ings available. Instead flows were calculated
from the setting of the power station turbine

which has been demonstrated to not alw

s
be correct.

We will report more fully on the desired
outcomes from a fishery perspective in
future issues of Target Taupo.



The Living Delta

This unusual acrial photo shows receding floodwa-

WAIOTAKA RIVER
CHANGES IN PLACE

In the last issue of Target Taupo we
explained how policy changes by the
Department of Corrections over anglers’
te
fishery within the Tongariro-Rangipo

access had effectively created a pr

prison property. As a consequence a
10km reach of the Waiotaka River wi

closed to all anglers from 1 December
1999,

signs marking the upstream and down-
stream boundaries of the closed area are
now in place. From the Waiotaka mouth
to our sign about 2km upstream from
Hautu Ford on Waiotaka Road the river is
open to fishing all year round. From
there to our next sign about 10km
upstream  is  permanently  closed to

fishing and there is no public access.
Upstream from the prison  boundary,
within Kaimanawa Forest Park, fishing is

permitted from 1 December to 31 May.

ters from the Tongariro River flowing overland

into Stump Bay last November,
The main course of the river flows
from left to right through the
middle of the picture and on o
Lake Taupo at the Delta. This
flood is estimated to have
a return frequency of
about seven to eight
vears and peaked at
about 670  cubic
metres  per second,
When the photo was
taken two days after
the 11 November peak
some of the flow was
still running into. Stump
Bay.
Floods of this intensity and
larger play an important role in
shaping the river channel and the
natural growth of the flood plain by
depositing sediment and eroding new river

courses as the land builds up.

FREE RIVER FLY
FISHING SEMINARS

Following on from the successful lake
fishing seminars held this suammer we are
running two seminars for winter river
anglers, Seminars cover the basic methods
and other information required to be

successful on the Tongariro and other

Taupo rivers.  Each seminar will feature
fishery staff explaining trout behaviour, fly
fishing techniques and tips to help you
catch one of the region’s winter run
rainbow trout. This is an ideal opportunity
for the beginner or holiday anglers.

Both seminars will be at the Tongariro
National Trout Centre, State Highway 1,
from 10.30 am. to 1230 p.m. on
Saturday, 20 May and Saturday. 8 July.

When: 10.30 a.m. Saturday, 2(
May and Saturday, 8 July

Where: Tongariro National
Trout Centre, Turangi



Keith Draper

ne of New Zealand's most prolific fishing and

hunting authors and knowledgeable anglers,

Keith Draper. died last month after a long illness.
Keith had a special affinity for the Taupo fishery and many of
his books and articles focussed on his experiences fishing
the local lakes and rivers. He also wrote of the history of the
fishery and the characters who have made it famous.
A long-time resident of Taupo, Keith set up his well
known tackle business here and later retired in the town.
Many anglers were introduced to trout fishing through
Keith's books and regular magazine and newspaper articles.
He had a particular knack for explaining esoteric topics
simply and clearly.
complemented by his own talented drawings. | particulardy
remember his little book Tie @ Fiy. Nearly 30 vears ago |
persevered with the sole guidance of this book and proudly

His instructional writing was often

“taught myself” 1o produce passable wet flies, dries and
nymphs. Only later did it occur to me that really Keith taught
me, even if he wasn't there in person.

With the 1978 publication of Angling in New Zealand
Keith produced one of the most useful and comprehen-
sive books on trout fishing in this country.

I was fortunate to get to know Keith well in the last 20
years and enjoyed his company as an angler and a stalwart
member and patron of the Taupo Fi

ing Club. However,
he put much more than this back into his sport and
passion. Keith was an early member of the Federation of

Lake Taupo Fishing
and Boating Clubs,
later to become the
Central North Island
Wildlife Conser-
vancy Council and
the

now Taupo

Fishery  Advisory
Committee, which
provided user repre-
sentation  in
management of the

fishery in those da

the

He also gave his time
to the national exec-
the New

utive of

Zealand Deer-

stalkers’ Association

and only a few years
ago transformed his vision into reality as the founder of

the Wildfowlers' Association.

While Keith's passing is a great loss to Taupo anglers and

indeed the fishery, his writings will live on for future gener-
ations of anglers and hunters. 1 am sure all Targer Taupo
readers join me in offering our condolences to his wife
Margaret and his family.

—Jobn Gibbs

Check us out

on the web

GUIDE BOOT

Leather uppers impregnated
throughout with water-
repellent finish

* high, padded ankle
cuff for support and comfort
» comfortable neoprene lining

= triple-stitched instep for longer
wear = tough, quick-draining mesh
tongue = military-style speed lacing syst
= pyc welt and eva mid-scle provide maximum
pratection from sharp rocks » superdense felt is
stitched to pyvc welt for added durability

www.simmsfishing.com

SIMMS

Fisherman's Loft — Chrisrchurch + Sporting Life — Tierangt
* Tisdalls — Anckland = Tisdalls - W{\‘Eﬁﬁgxwa * The Fly & Gun Shop — Taupo

“WOMEN IN
CONSERVATION”
GROUP

In August and September of last

vear the women from the
Tongariro-Taupo Conservancy
planted 400 trees as part of a
the

revegelation project at

Tongariro  National  Trout
Centre. The trees were planted
near and around the electric
fish counting chamber near the
Tongariro River,

The trees have survived well
and
humid conditions which we

considering the hot
have had over recent weeks.
However, the chore of a day's
weeding was necessary in
February so that the black-
berry and weeds didn't take
Over again,
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Large Arbor.
Small Price

The Viscount MKIII
Large Arbor Reel

The benefits of large arbor reels — faster retrieve and less line memory — have
long been known to Hardy (witness the St George reel of 1911). This heritage
is now combined with modern materials and technology to produce the
Viscount MKIII. As you would expect it has all the features of a Hardy.

Except the price. Just $199. And only at your House of Hardy dealer.

TISDALLS O’KEEFE’S FISHING CREEL TACKLE TISDALLS
176 Queen St 27 Eruera St 189 Taupahi Rd 51 Broadway Ave
Auckland Rotorua Turangi Palmerston North
Ph: 09 379 0254 Ph: 07 346 0178 Ph: 07 386 7929 Ph: 06 358 6377
COMPLETE ANGLER TISDALLS CENTREFIRE
Cashel & Barbados St 52 Willis St 358 Moray Place
Christchurch Wellington Dunedin
Ph: 03 366 9885 Ph: 04 472 (0485 Ph: 03 477 3266

For the latest House of Hardy Catalogue please write to:
Tisdalls, Box 269, Wellington or phone 04 472 0485
e-mail: hardy@tisdalls.co.nz
(Dealer enquires te (4 939 1839)
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The clear, clean qualities
of Lake Taupo are under
serious threat from

Increased nitrogen infruls

UNDERWATER
VIEWING
CHAMBER
RE-OPENS

The changes o the
tinderwater plewing
chamber at the Tongariro
National Trout Centre
are almost comflete and
the complex {s once
cigain afen fo visitors,
Centre Manager Ervol
Cudby (left) and
Conservancy Landscape
Vrehitect Herwd Scheltus
discuss the finishing

tonches

14

Joint Limnological Societies

Conference

Limnology is the study of freshwaters and

n them. L

the plants and animals that liv

St
November the first joint conference of the
Australian and New Zealand | il
Societies was held at the Wairakei Resort

nnologi

near Taupo

Severil Taupo Fishery Area staff antended the

presentations from  scientists from both

countries and the associated lake mana

IS,
workshop which followed the conference.
DOC Fishery Scientist Dr Michel Dedual
presented a paper to a public forum in the
Great Lake Centre in Taupo which addressed
the risks to Lake Taupo water quality from
future agricultural development.

scientists and managers from Environment

Waikato, the regional council, and National
Institute of Water and Atmosphere Rescarch
have identified potential conversion of
sheep and beefl firms to intensive dairving as
A major threat to the water quality of Lake

Faupo. The effect is expected 1o be due to

large increases in nitrogen entering the lake

1d promoting the growth of undesirable

algae. This will reduce the amount of light
that can penetrate the lake waters and prob-
ably also the production of smelt and the
feeding ability of trom

The changes may take 20 vears before they
beco

apparent because of the long resi-
dence time of water in Lake Taupo and
because much of the inflow is from ground-
water which may take 10 or more years (o
reach the lake with its cargo of nitrogen
Realistic scenarios based on the capacity of
the catchment and infrastructure to support
dairy farming suggest that water clarity my
be halved from its present 15 metres in this
period

No doubt this information will be closely
studied by the Taupo District Council's
consultative groups which are looking at
future management and protection of Lake

Faupo



Introducing
Kathleen Hubay

The person behind the friendly voice you get when

vou telephone Tongariro-Taupo Conservancy
Office.
Kathleen has been our receptionist for the
past 18 months. Previously she worked in
Wellington and moved to Turangi in 1995
ICNZ atTo
until its re-structuring. Theirloss, our gain!

where she worked for nu

As the first point of contact for most
enguiries, Kathleen plays a vital role for

all communications in the area,
including reception and our radio-
telephone network. She has also gained

a vast knowledge of the Tongariro
National Park area and advises tourists
and  back-packers on where to go
tramping and on track and weather

conditions,

BOVINE Tb IN
LOCAL DEER
HERDS

Bovine tuberculosis has been

WADERS
QUALITY MADE

® All sizes ® Made to measure service
¢ For adults & children © Mail order

Products available include waist or chest length waders in two materials:

ial
with a jersey knir ourer layer bonded to both sides to provide excellent
thermal qualities. Seams are sealed and taped for extra strength. Design
improvement to crutch area and strengthened.

* PV coared nylon a new lightweighe, flexible, strong, waterproof
material, excellent for use in warmer climares. Areas such as surf, rivers, ponds,

ancds farestry work, ete. Seams sealed and crurch area strengthened.

* Waders bonded on to quality NZ 1
Oprions include: pumboots with steel re-inforced sole and roe cap for
rock work and oyster farming.

= Knee pads fitted.

confirmed in a sika hind shot

this spring in the Okoeke Stream
catchment, a major tributary of

the Waipunga River. This is the

first confirmed report of Th in

* Neoprene — a dense closed cell waterproof neoprene rubber mat % £ i
wild deer in Hawkes Bay and is a

concern, from both a hunting

and farming perspective. Ferrets

have also been confirmed with

the disease in this area and the

fact that possum densities

{e sumboors

very high amplifics the concern.
Meanwhile, a Th deer survey in
the north-western Umukarikari

Repair service to waders area of Kaimanawa Forest Park

this year turned up two diseased
* Damaged gumboors replaced.

. deer out of the 18 sampled, both
-arrybags and other irems.

Enquiries welcome for custam-made

Call 0800 WADERS (0500 92 33 72)

Made in New Zealand by
% PROGUARD INDUSTRIES (fomeiy Tongario River Systems)
PO Box 48 Maungaturoto

older red hinds.

Hunters who shoot a deer they
suspect shows signs of bovine
Th infection should contact their
local MAF or regional council

FHG 427

office as soon as possible.
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To advertise in the Taupo

Field & Stream Directory and reach 12,000 |
annual fishing licence holders,

contact Peter MclIntosh on (09) 579 3000

Discover the
Central Plateaus
Fishing &
Hunting
S it = Centrally located 1o some of
TS NE fines wophy &
“'{ . wilderness fishing:
e have: - ane] v Y =
conmodation «
i * Lake Rotoaina
A w12k O

* and many challenging
tiouREain seeants ancd vers

ERals prbeaiiode b i

Wikite: wivw tnpain cc

For Jinukmg Baox 24 National Park.
'h: (07) 892 2882, Reservations: 0800-785-368

The Store - Te Rangi Ita

The gat to the famous
Tauranga Taupl:u Rlver

o backle

rell stocked groceries.
Stella & I’J’h"
Ph: (07) 386 8953 Fax: (07) 386 (497

ANGI SMOKEHQU
TURA nd DELI  SE
Trout
Smoking \.V\
— dust bring it in!
= Home Kill
processing available

MAF inspeetid and

A Venison salamis (sbe flaveur

B Chickens, size & famaked & cooked ready 1 eat)

aved paicks)

1 (3 ;
ORDERS: hune!an (07) 388 0235

or Afh (07) 386 8454
A more comprehensive price list is available on request

WILDERNESS
ADVENTURES

Fly Ftshtng

* Novice —= Master
* Local or Back Country |
« All Gear Supplied /

For "Simply the Best“Adventp're
Let Us Guide You

Phone/Fax: (07) 378 4514 |
e-mail: ian@wilderness.co.nz [
34 Aubrey Cres, Rainbow Poinf, Taupo, NZ

GUIDED
FLy FISHING

on the Mighty Tongariro River
¢ Lake Taupo Tributries
Full Tuition ¢ Quality Tackle
with

KEN DRUMMOND

Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting

PO Bos 1, Tur
Ph: 0800 101024, F
Email: rafti

-

Creel Tackle House >

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS

@ Quality fly tying materials
® Hire tackle
® {)pbn 7days

Central Nurlh Island A&eni% for:

fORVlS'J

GREIG
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For your Fishing,
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Bruce er Joan Pascoe
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* Hunting Excursions # ;
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P.O. BOX 186 TURANGI Ph/Fax: 0-7-386 7713 | | Taupo,New Zealand
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=
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% ;
0000 Gobug (0800 45625
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New Zealand
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OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Specialising in e flyfishing e lake fishing
® tuition e all tackle provided

Phone: (07) 386 8621 Fax: (07) 386 8622
Email: churchfinservices @xtra.co.nz

PO Box 184, Turangi
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accomodation
from $25 per night
per person

* Self catering facilifies
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* Fire side Bar

* A Lo Carte Restaurant

* Micro Brewery

* Spa & Sauna
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« We'll even cook
your cotch!

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106
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arranged.
Call Clint or Janeve Green
for booking or quote.
Ph/Fax (07) 386 8281

bellbird@reap.org.nz

« 5 mist from Toegarirn Rover

* 10 mins from Whalkapapa Snowfilds
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Little Waihi. Tel:(07) 386 8011
PO.Box |1, Tokaanu, Fax:(07) 386 7513

Holiday Cottage

{0 rent CETEhEE

Tongariro River Area — Turangi
2 bedroom coftage plus steepout
Sleeps 5 fo 7 people
Fully furnished, availoble year round
3 minutes’ walk to Major Jones pool
Handy location for all fishing spots
$75 per night negotiable.

piarax 07 386 5859 noe 025 296 6238

et lynandmark@xtra.co.nz
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The single biggest problem faced by all boat
builders is the surface boats travel over is
variable, none more so than New Zealand
conditions. Many designs are for inland water
ways and lakes, Others are for recreational
water sports and high speed pursuits. They
say all boats are a compromise. Well there is
one brand that is not. Haines Hunter Boats
are built and designed for New Zealanders
to get the best out of our unique conditions.
A hull designed to perform like no others.
Built so strong it carries a 5 year warranty.

A ride that can be described
only as the “Haines Hunter"

ride for it is this feature

that sets the platform for a

great boat. The ride is paramount. Comfort
for the passengers, less stress on the
boat itself let alone your precious and
expensive marine electronics, fishing or

dive gear or infact all the kit you need to

carry for a full day or more on the water.

Every Haines Hunter share this one
secret...The Ride. We would love you come
in and talk to us or our dealers about

Haines Hunter...They are our pride and joy.
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Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 8 Cawley Street or P, 0. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland, New Zealand. Phone 09 579 9661, Fax 09 525 0173, FREEPHONE 0508 HAINES CPG
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: Focus on this Deal !

! Spend $399 on any fresh water :
"|  fishing tackle and receive a pair of | }

il famous Jason Perma Focus 8x21  |;
| Compact Binoculars worth $129. 1

E - While stocks last. Offer ends 31st May 2000.

This offer is available in store only. 5 I

g New Zealand’s Largest Range of Flyrods on Display é
g Kilwell, Sage, (,ompo‘aite, Penn, Abu, Scott 'g‘I

. e ALL YEAR'BEST PRICES 3
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