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26/06/20 

DoC Request for more information – 

Concession Applications 79957-ACC and 7994-OTH 

St Margaret’s College provides further information to support the above applications, as requested by the 

Department of Conservation (DoC) letter of 21 February 2020 and subsequent emails. 

1. New Toilets 

St Margaret’s College (SMC) proposes to upgrade the toilet facility from the existing earthen pit long drop toilet 

block to a modern, contained and pump-out toilet block over 6 years (image of possible upgraded toilet block 

provided in the application).  Please note that SMC is not applying for consent/approval for these upgraded toilets in 

this application and expects to submit appropriate consent requests with the relevant authority following the grant 

of the lease and when final selection of the toilet facility and budgets for installation are determined within this 

proposed timeframe. 

2. Lodge Users 

Paterson Lodge is a comparatively small accommodation facility with a kitchen/common room, a bathroom and bunk 

rooms.  

Paterson Lodge has 3 bunk rooms with 17 single bunk beds in total.  

SMC has a new policy that the Lodge can be used by: 

• SMC students and teachers for curriculum studies; 

• The SMC Tramping Club members and their families;  

• SMC staff and their families; 

• SMC Trust Board members and their families; 

• SMC Old Girls and their families; 

• Other Canterbury Schools for outdoor education purposes; 

• Organisers of the annual Coast to Coast event; 

• Canterbury tramping clubs; 

• DoC pest control researchers and possibly members of the public conducting voluntary pest eradication 

programs in the vicinity;  

• The general public; 

• Possible emergency and rescue services as the situations arise. 

SMC will manage Lodge booking requests through its current publicly accessible website facilities booking system 

and Facilities Manager. Given the potential demand, SMC will have a clear policy to manage competing booking 

requests, i.e. multiple booking requests for the same or overlapping days, with priority given to SMC and other 

school educational activities, SMC community, tramping clubs, pest control work, sporting events, and the general 

public, in that order. Rescue services may override this prioritization. 

Note:  

1. The general public currently use freely the outside facilities of water supply and toilets. 

2. SMC is not seeking to prevent the public traversing the proposed lease area on foot. 

 

An accommodation charge per night of $15/adult, $8/youth (11-17 years), and a child free will be applied to all lodge 

users to cover consumables, e.g. gas and firewood, and repairs and maintenance, with the exception of SMC student 

and teacher groups. This is comparable to the accommodation charge for DoC serviced huts and the cost to use 

Kidson House operated by Christchurch Boys’ High School. 
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While the SMC usage of the Lodge waned post-earthquake as the school and families recovered and rebuilt the 

whole school, the SMC Trust Board and school administration are organising increased school usage and wider 

access to other schools and the general public. The level of future usage is dependent upon demand for this limited 

facility and available alternatives and therefore cannot be estimated.  

3. Activities with the Lodge 
Over the past 50 years, the users of the Lodge have undertaken the following activities in the immediate 

area surrounding of the Lodge: 

• Educational classes in science, geography and the Arts etc.; 

• Outdoor tramping safety training; 

• Camping in tents; 

• Fire lighting, cooking and safety education; 

• Various fun games; 

• Scenic appreciation and relaxation; 

• Bird watching and star gazing;  

• Parking vehicles visiting, supplying and maintaining the Lodge; and 

• Lodge maintenance.  

SMC is seeking rights for Lodge users to continue these activities and possibly others, such as soil erosion 

control with native revegetation on areas damaged by illegal 4WD traffic, within the proposed lease 

boundary associated with staying at the Lodge. These use rights could be permitted through a lease or a 

license issued by DoC. 

4. Options for the Concession 

St Margaret’s College is applying for a concession lease that would provide a) exclusive use of the buildings footprint 
and b) the ability to request and possibly gain exclusive rights for camping and vehicle access to the leased area and 
c) would provide rights to carry out the above activities around the Lodge in a safe manner. St Margaret’s College 
would be satisfied with a similar concession arrangement sought by the Christchurch Boys’ High School, i.e. a lease 
over the buildings footprint and a license covering the marked boundary permitting the specified activities. However, 
SMC would then request DoC to block illegal vehicle access up and down the river terrace faces scarred by 4WD 
tracks near the Lodge and eliminate freedom camping around the Lodge with signage and monitoring. (Note: During 
summer holiday periods, up to 20 people have camped beside the Lodge and used the water supply and toilets. Also, 
4WD vehicles running up and down the wheel track scars on the terrace bank very close to the Lodge presents an 
ongoing erosion and vegetation challenge, as well as a safety hazard to Lodge users.) 
 

5. Lodge Access 

The Lodge is situated on the upper river terrace and has been accessible by vehicle along an informal track for the 

past 50 years. Existing vehicle access to the lodge is on the river flat through the Hawdon camp ground and onto a 

dirt track that passes below the lodge. This track traverses part of the Hawdon Flats Reserve and land grazed by Mt 

White Station. Written permission to use this track from Mt White Station management has been sought.  

See Attachment 3b A1 for an aerial map of the access track and land tenure.  

Note: the red line denotes the NP boundary to the west, the Mt White land parcel in green and the remaining area 

to the east of the NP boundary as Hawdon Flat Reserve. 

The Aerial photo 1 below shows the vehicle access track to Paterson Lodge and Kidson House, in red, passing 

through the Hawdon camping ground.  
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Aerial photo 1  -Access track to Paterson Lodge and Kidson House 

The Aerial photo 2 below shows vehicle access to Kidson House & Paterson Lodge, (black line). This passes through 

Public Conservation Land (Green), National Park (Yellow), and also freehold farmland (grey). We are requesting 

vehicle access through the yellow and green sections only and will request permission separately from the freehold 

landowners, (Mt White Station). 

 

Arial photo 2  -Access track to Paterson Lodge and Kidson House with land tenure 

SMC policy is that vehicle access to the lodge via the existing track should only be permitted to convey heavy loads 

e.g. fire wood and gas tank supply and maintenance work, transporting disabled people and in emergency situations, 

otherwise vehicles will park on the river flat below the Lodge, opposite the DoC camping ground, and Lodge users 

will walk up a short dirt walking track to the terrace flat and lodge.  
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6. Consistency with Statutory Planning Documents 

National Parks Act 1980 

SMC was granted Hut Permit in 1970 by the then Arthur’s Pass National Parks Board for placement of the Lodge and 

supporting infrastructure at its present location. The Act recognises such earlier concessions. 

General Policy for National Parks  

The General Policy for National Parks 2005 regarding accommodation and related facilities, specifically Policy 9(a), 

allows for public use and the accommodation provided by educational services consistent with outcomes planned 

for the Park and Policy 9(e) setting out the requirements for this accommodation. Requirements most relevant to 

SMC’s Paterson Lodge are: 

1. Minimise adverse effects on National Park values and existing use and enjoyment; 

2. Avoid adverse effects on natural surface and underground waters; 

3. Be available for use by the public; and  

4. Meet all legal requirements. 

SMC is committed to complying with the requirements above. Requirements imposed upon users of the Lodge will 

include avoiding damage to surrounding National Park, taking nothing but pictures, no fire wood collecting, 

removing all rubbish and food scraps, parking vehicles on the river flat below the Lodge, excluding dogs or other 

animals, strictly adhering to fire lighting and noise controls. Further, educational posters inside the Lodge will 

articulate the Parks environmental and social values and ways to avoid and minimize potential adverse effects by 

Lodge users.   

The taking of water from a small spring fed stream at the base of Woolshed Hill is for domestic purposes only. 

Existing soak away areas for sewage and greywater show no sign of surface expression and are compliant with 

Environment Canterbury requirements for pit toilet and grey water discharges. 

The use of the Lodge is available to schools, tramping clubs and the general public.  

Arthur’s Pass National Park Management Plan  

The Arthur’s Pass National Park Management Plan 2007 Section 6.4.6 - Existing Clubs and School Lodges makes 

specific references to existing School lodges, including Paterson Lodge. 

Paterson Lodge is operated consistent with this policy as it primarily exists as an accommodation base for student 

outdoor education and school community use. While the use of the lodge did wane following the Christchurch 

earthquake as the focus was on rebuilding the school and maintaining the high educational standards, use of the 

lodge is increasing and other schools and the general public have recently been given access to this facility. SMC will 

comply with the requirements of Selwyn District Council. Further, SMC will ensure that the Lodge has appropriate 

use and improved environmental care standards, including minimising vehicle use and better vehicle controls, as 

well as improved environmental and mountain safety education materials. 

Canterbury (Waitaha) Conservation Management Strategy 

The Canterbury Conservation Management Strategy 2016 section 3.11 refers to private accommodation and related 

facilities, not available to the general public. Under the General Policy 2005 the use of private accommodation is to 

be phased out, unless specifically provided for or allowed in legislation. In this case, section 50 of the National Parks 

Act 1980, enables the Minister to grant concessions and recognises pre-existing hut permits. SMC will enable other 

schools, tramping clubs and the general public to apply to use the Lodge, thus making it available to the general 

public. 

Section 3.2 Vehicles, controls vehicle use and access in the National Park. Vehicle use associated with SMC operation 

of the Lodge will be consistent with the stated policies on vehicle use. Vehicle traffic to the lodge will be confined to 
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the existing access track for specified essential purposes, e.g. emergency, servicing, and limited to “park and walk” 

for casual Lodge users. These restrictions on vehicle use will minimise the impacts of vehicle traffic on NP values. 

Further, the current operation of the Lodge complies with the requirements of Environment Canterbury’s Land and 

Water Regional Plan concerning discharges from pit toilets and greywater and is compliant with fire safety regulation 

of local government. 

7. Existing Structures 

Refer to Attachment 3b: C for the relative location of the Lodge, woodshed, outside toilet block and water header 

tank housing. 

The footprint area for these facilities are: 

• Paterson Lodge – 9.75 m by 6.5m 

• Concrete deck attached to Lodge - 2.5m by 4.4m 

• Woodshed – 3.5m by 2.0m 

• Water supply header tank housing – 1.7m by 4.4m 

• Outside toilet block – 4.0m by 2.7m 

Water supply pipeline from water intake to the header tanks is approximately 160m in length and mostly buried 

underground. Water supply pipe diameter is 20mm.  

The vehicle parking area and associated footpath up the terrace bank is shown on Attachment 3b: C. Use of this 

parking area negates cars and mini buses having to drive along the river flat track to get to the lodge. 

The proposed vehicle parking area can fit 4-5 cars or 2 mini busses and is grass covered. The footpath up the bank is 

gravel and dirt surfaced. Vegetation removal is not required to maintain these areas. 

The small stone monument, approximately 1.2m diameter, was build when the Lodge was established and is located 

near the top of the access footpath, approximately 30 m south-east of the Lodge as seen on Attachment 3b: C. Its 

top plate appears to have has been removed, possibly stolen some time ago, and will be replaced with a rose 

compass, and possible inscription dating the establishment of the Lodge. 

A small ring of stones in the clearing approximately 7.0 m north from the Lodge creates an outside fire place used 

infrequently and only when fires are permitted. 

The Lodge has a bathroom containing one flush toilet. Toilet waste waters drain to an underground gravel filled soak 

pit constructed when the Lodge was established on the site. See Attachment 3b: C for the location of the soak area. 

Wastes break down through microbial action and soak into surrounding substrata. There is no evidence of the 

location of the soak area on the ground surface. The flush toilet is mainly used at night time. Otherwise the outside 

pit toilets are used routinely during the day time. 

The Lodge has an existing concrete deck extending from the front of the Lodge. -The dimensions are 2.5m by 4.4m. It 

is possible that this concrete/rock slab could have a roof and partial sides constructed in the future to provide 

additional shelter from the sun, wind and rain and provide a better place to hang and dry wet tramping gear. 

Approval for this possible building addition is not sought in this application and SMC would need decide to proceed 

with this option and then comply with building consents required from the Selwyn District Council and any 

permissions from DoC. 

8. Effects of Lodge use 

Use of Paterson Lodge by SMC students, teachers and their families, other schools, tramping clubs and the general 

public will have the following effects on other users of the National Park.  
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Positive effects: 

• Enables outdoor and mountain safety education opportunities for young people. 

• Provides for casual and limited use of Lodge external water supply and toilet facilities. 

• Greater public safety provided with active presence of Lodge residents tramping in the Hawdon Valley and beyond.  

• Lodge is available to DoC staff conducting research on pest control management. 

• With prior permission the Lodge is available to Christchurch Boys’ High School to accommodate any overflow from 

Kidson House. 

•  Available to accommodate other school groups, tramping club members and the general public. 

• Contribution to pest control supporting wildlife presence and abundance. 

Negative effects: 

Some increase in vehicle traffic through the Hawdon Camp ground. Risks from vehicle traffic to the lodge will be 

mitigated by compliance to DoC traffic control signage and SMC guidance to Lodge users on speed, sticking to 

existing tracks and vehicle parking location.   

• Some increase in use of tramping tracks with associated trodden ground and noise. This risk will be mitigated by 

SMC guidance to Lodge users to stick to marked tracks and respect other NP users by not causing a noise nuisance. 

• Some risk of increased litter and fire risk. This risk will be mitigated by SMC guidance to Lodge users to contain and 

remove all waste material and not to light outside fires when fire bans are in force by DoC. 

 

9. Pest Control 
SMC will assist with plant and animal pest control in the National Park by the following: 

• Lodge users will maintain rodent pest control measures in the Lodge and supporting buildings.  

• Invasive weeds will be controlled by pulling and chipping within the lease boundary. 

• With prior permission, the Lodge can be used by DoC staff undertaking research and monitoring for pest 

management, as occurs now. 

• SMC students, staff and their families may participate in organised plant and animal pest control programs on a 

voluntary basis. 
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