SUBMISSION ON THE PROPOSAL TO VEST A PART OF MORNING STAR BEACH RECREATION
NEAR QUEENSTOWN IN TE RUNANGA O NGAI TAHU BY KEEPING ARTHURS POINT’S OR@L

WILDLIFE (KAPOW).

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the recently notified proposal to ve‘s%proximately

(DOC) to Te Runanga O Ngai Tahu (Te

0.8ha of the wider 41 ha Morning Star Recreation Reserve from the Departm
Riunanga). Q/

onservation

Keeping Arthurs Point Original Wildlife (KAPOW) is an active commun servation volunteer
group. KAPOW was set up in 2017 by several Arthurs Point residents w d a shared vision to
restore the native flora and fauna in and around Arthurs Point. Qu e group is 10-12 volunteers

and our community planting days are

attended by over 50 local&R ts and school children.

KAPOW supports the proposal to vest part of the reserve within Te Riinanga. |
f our ion.

This submission gives a background on the conservatit(;%rts, projects and vision that KAPOW has
for the Morning Star Recreation Reserve and the w&wﬁ

KAPOWSs Conservation Vision &
The public conservation land of Arthurs Point POW has an interest in extends from the
western border of Morning Star Reserve, in the Oxenbridge Recreation Reserve, down to ‘Big

Beach’ which is administered by LINZ.
Restoration Plan is outlined inred in t
Wildlife reserve that is currently und

The afea'subject to the Arthurs Point draft Ecological
o image below. The area in yellow is the Tuckers Beach

@ g significant ecological restoration, and work is underway
by the Tuckers Beach Residents As$oci

ion for and ecological restoration plan for the area in pink.




The boundaries of Morning Star Reserve are strategic for wilding conifer and weed control asitisa %
seed source for wilding spread into the backcountry of Mt Dewar/Devils Creek. The riverbanks of th @
whole of the Lower Shotover River from this point are strategic due to downstream effects of wooé

weed dispersal into the Shotover River. Q_

Reserve, but these are increasingly threatened by woody weeds. The riverbanks are parti
over-run with weed pests, significantly reducing the amenity of a well frequented pubI@reation
area.

There are remnant stands of mountain beech, mountain totara and grey shrubland in Mc::@dr
y

KAPOW believes there are significant benefits for restoring these reserves, including high community
engagement due to being easily accessible and regularly frequented by locals.

Existing Environmental Projects QQ/

The Wakatipu Wilding Control Group (WCG) carried out an operation t@uove 29 hectares of
wilding conifers from the Morning Star Block in August 2020. Most ntly large areas of conifers
have been cleared in the Morning Star Recreation Reserve to pr. @eech Forest and remnants of
native scrub under threat from wilding conifers and a logging ¢ is currently completing the
clearance work. Ground control has been carried out from Bjg Beach to Tuckers Beach with further
plans to carry on in the Arthurs Point Shotover river area and meve further into the residential
lifestyle blocks. The WCG strategy is to eventually remov%ilding pines on public land in Arthurs

Point. Q/

KAPOW has 200 predator traps distributed in the nds of Arthurs Point (refer image in
Attachment 1). KAPOW has fundraised for all of: e traps, and in addition to the KAPOW trapping

lines, we have also encouraged many residen ave a backyard trap.

In 2018 KAPOW commenced a community ing project, supported by the Wakatipu
Reforestation Trust (WRT), within a 2. e plateau of the Morning Star Reserve. Over 2500
plants have been planted to date, an 21 Queenstown Primary School adopted an area within
the reserve for their own planting #nd environmental education programme.

Photos of the local communirQn.;ervation efforts led by KAPOW are included with this submission
as Attachment 1.

KAPQW are also currenurrecting the old DOC nursery on Morning Star track for small scale
community propagation using local seed sources to supplement the plants provided by WRT.

Most recently
Reserve wher
take on the
of this initi

ave initiated an ‘Adopt-a-Plot’ maintenance programme in the Morning Star
esidents, families or businesses adopt an area of the new plantings and they
aintenance of these plants. The staff at Shotover Jet have been really supportive
nd have their own large Adopt-a-Plot.

KAPOW hotlds a DOC Community Agreement for conservation work within the Morning Star Reserve
wit@ expiry in 2029. DOC has endorsed the work KAPOW is doing, including recently supporting
a@ ation by KAPOW and the APCA to seek funds to prepare an ecological restoration plan.

cological Restoration Plan

2 In 2021 KAPOW and APCA jointly applied for funding from the Lotteries Commission for an

Q/ ecological restoration plan for the conservation land in and around Arthurs Point. We were



Consultants to commence the plan. The reasons for seeking a plan were:

successful in this application, receiving $22,000 and we subsequently engaged Wildlands &

e Local community engagement via APCA resident surveys have consistently demonstrate
native replanting as a community priority. Q‘

* Recent community engagement by WCG regarding wilding removal within close en f
Arthurs Point was met with considerable local resistance due to the absence of a % r the
land post wilding removal. The overwhelming message was that the local com ould
like to see a plan in place for native restoration and weed maintenance before ngs are

removed.

e DOC carried out an internal scoping study in 2020 to identify Wakatipu com ity led
projects suitable for 1 Billion Trees (1BT) government funding. From adi 10+
projects, Morning Star Reserve was shortlisted as 1 of 3 significant pfojects, which
warranted further investigation for landscape scale reforestation 1 Billion Tees
government funding. With DOC support, KAPOW sought to sub r funding but did not
meet 1BT funding criteria due to the need for a comprehensiv ogical plan prior to
funding requests. (KAPOW sought to engaged with iwi through Alikaha and Te ao Marama at
this time). 6

The site surveys have been completed and once the draft ﬁndil{g&‘have been provided to KAPOW,
the next step is to reach out again to iwi to have the converg@tion about how iwi would like to be
involved in the plan. DOC and LINZ will also be partners to%e lan.

Specific Comments on Vesting Proposal Q/

The part of the Morning Star Reserve subject to th%mg proposal is small and has limited
opportunity for ecological restoration. The site & benefit from weed control and some
additional planting. KAPOW is predominantly, ?qusted in the wider Morning Star Reserve, the
Oxenbridge Reserve and the area known as@seach’ which is administered by LINZ.

e KAPOW acknowledges that the @anga sees the need for a new approach or
arrangement that enables ou ctivities for the enjoyment of the public; protects the
public; and supports the Ngéi Telu connection to the whenua as mana whenua and as
kaitiaki. And that they conzg) vesting the land will enhance the rangatiratanga of Ngai
Tahu in its takiwa, su -.@1 e ability of Ngai Tahu to develop, and will provide the iwi with a

level of autonomy. rough this proposed vesting process KAPOW seeks

acknowledgeme Of e €X NE NIEN Ievei O ommuni onservation voiunteer ermort:
andthatthelo munity has a sense of kaitiakitanga for this are

e KAPOW sub that Te Rinanga and the DOC District Office also work collaborativel
i is reserve and the wider Shotover River /Kimi-Akau catchment, if a

upports the proposed conditions of the vesting:

Funds received by the vestee in its capacity as the administering body for that part of the
Morning Star Beach Recreation Reserve are to be administered and applied in accordance
with the requirements of the Reserves Act 1977.



¢ Pursuant to section 84 of the Reserves Act 1977 the Minister of Conservation authorises
funds to be expended for the purposes of managing, administering, maintaining, protecting,
improving, and developing the following reserves in addition to the Morning Star Beach
Recreation Reserve:
a) Oxenbridge Tunnel Recreation Reserve
b) Arthurs Point Gorge Scenic Reserve
¢) Tuckers Beach Recreation Reserve
d) Tuckers Beach Wildlife Management Reserve
e) such other reserves or land as may be approved by the Minister of CofServation
from time to time in accordance with section 84 and/or section 85 of the Reserves
Act 1977.

KAPOW seeks that the Ecological Restoration Plan that is currently being drafted is acknowledged

by Te Riinanga and that KAPOW, DOC and Te Rinanga work collaboratively to deliver the
ecological objectives of this plan, if funds are being expended under €84 of the Act on the Reserves

stated above.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to submit on this vesting proposal. We look forward to working
with both DOC and Te Riinanga in future on these reserves

Nga mihi,

Jeannie Galavazi
On behalf of KAPOW
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Images shared by local residents






