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The Department recommends that you contact the Department of Conservation permissions office listed below to discuss the application prior to completing the application forms.  Please provide all information requested in as much detail as possible.  The Department will advise you if further information is required before this application can be processed by the Department. 

This form is only to be used when the activity you wish to do:

· involves only filming of marine mammals; and
· has the potential to disturb, harass or harm any marine mammal; or
· would contravene any regulation in Part 3 of the Marine Mammals Protection Regulations 1992.
Please complete this application form, attach Form 8 and any other applicable forms and information and send to:

Permissions Advisor (Support)

Private Bag 4715

Christchurch Mail Centre

Christchurch 8140

Ph +64 3 371 3700

Email: permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz
The Department will process the application and issue a permit if it is satisfied that the application meets all the requirements for granting a permit under the Marine Mammals Protection Regulations 1992 and/or the Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978.
Note: If you intend to film marine mammals as part of a commercial operation for viewing marine mammals (for which you already have a permit) you do not need to apply for a filming permit in addition.  

Note: if you intend to take paying passengers with you whilst filming marine mammals you must also complete the applicable forms below:
· If your application also involves marine mammal viewing which is vessel-based please also fill in Form 8a.
· If your application also involves marine mammal viewing which is land-based please also fill in Form 8b.
· If your application also involves marine mammal viewing which is aircraft-based please also fill in Form 8c.
· If your application also involves swimming with marine mammals please also fill in Form 8e.
A. Applicant name (as per Form 8)
	
ARDS Ltd


B. Proposed Filming Operation (please read Appendix 1)
Please tick the relevant boxes to help determine how the application will be assessed:
	(
	Vessel to approach closer than 50 metres to a whale



	(
	Person in the water to approach closer than 100 metres to a whale



	(
	Vessel or person to approach closer than 200 metres to any female baleen or sperm whale that is accompanied by a calf or calves



	(
	Person in the water with juvenile dolphins



	(
	Approach (on foot, in the water, or in a vessel) closer than 20 metres to seals or sea lions on shore



	(
	Use an aircraft at an altitude below 150 metres (500 feet) above sea level, unless taking off or landing



	(
	Use a drone or RPA* to film marine mammals



	(
	Charter a vessel or aircraft, and/or hire a skipper or pilot to take the film crew to view or come into contact with any marine mammal.



*Note: RPA means a Remotely Piloted Aircraft as defined under Civil Aviation legislation.
Purpose, outputs and benefits of the proposed filming
Please note the purpose of the filming activity (advertisement, movie, documentary etc), and describe in detail the proposed filming activity.  
	Educational for children and adults – for use on ‘Young Ocean Explorers’ educational platform www.youngoceanexplorers.com and also other educational TV content. 
Documentaries – shoot stock footage. I’m regularly asked for different stock footage of NZ marine mammals. This should decrease the need for extra film crews from overseas needing to film marine mammals.
To document and create a record of the different marine mammal species species found within NZ’s EEZ with ultra high resolution (4k) footage.
There is a huge advantage for DOC having only a couple of people with Marine mammal filming permits in NZ. This way DOC will know exactly how much experience the operators have and there is no need to have foreign film teams, who have very little or no experience in NZ waters, or the species found here.

Research – footage will be readiily availble for use within specific research projects. My footage has regularly been used by researchers and for educational purposes.


Proposed term
When do you wish to begin and finish all filming?
	Starting asap 2019 and for a 3 year term, with views to renew


Location information 
Base of operation:
	Snells beach


Proposed area or areas of operation:

	From the Kermadec Islands, through to East Cape and Gannet Island on the west coast (as per my previous permits)


Specific locations where contact with marine mammals is proposed:
	As above



Note: please provide a map showing proposed filming areas and specific locations 
Species

Marine mammals you propose to encounter and film:

(√ all species of whales
(√ all species of dolphins
(√ all species of seals 
Please specify the species you intend to target at each location
	All species encountered in this region, including juveniles of orca, false killer whales and oceanic bottlenose


Filming details
Please provide the following additional information where applicable.  Please be thorough and include relevant information for each species of marine mammal.  In particular, describe how you intend to mitigate any potential adverse effects on marine mammals. 
Please list all species separately

When do you propose to undertake filming at each location? 
(please be a specific as possible, including dates and times during the day)
	3 year blanket permit 


Maximum number of filming days at each location:

	


Duration of each daily trip:
	


Maximum cumulative time with marine mammals during a day:

	1-2 hours at a time and maybe up to 5 hours if the opportunity arises


How will you approach, film and depart from marine mammals using a vessel? 
Please list all species separately
Speeds when approaching and viewing marine mammals

	No wake speed while approaching from within 300m. The exception could be with dolphins, false killer whales and Orca, where speeds of up to 10 knots could be used to gradually catch up with a moving pod.


Behaviour of vessel and orientation of approach relative to marine mammals

	At all times the vessel will gradually come from the side and behind of animals and never cut in front or across the path of animals


Position of vessels relative to marine mammals while viewing

	To the side or slightly in front and to the side (not directly in front of animals). At all times the vessels will operate in such a way to give minimal disturbance to the animals


Distance from vessel to marine mammals
	Within 50m


Distance to the water’s edge (for seals or sea lions hauled out on shore)

	


Behaviour around calves or pups

	Extra care will be undertaken when calves are present


Speed of departure
	No wake speed until 300m away. 


Behaviour of vessel and departure route relative to marine mammals
	Stopping or slowing vessel to allow animals to move away. 
Depart to the side and/or rear of the mammal/s and not depart at an angle less than 90 degrees to their path of travel


What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance?
	At all times we will have people watching the animals behaviour. If we see that we have caused an adverse reaction or change in behaviour from the animals, we will break off all contact and leave them for an hour, then gradually initiate contact. We will use a 3 strike rule


How will you undertake underwater filming? 
Please list all species separately

Method (pole-cam, diver etc.)

	Pole camera: 
Filming parralel with animals, moving in the same direction as they are traveling. Sometimes we will need to be within 5m. At all times the behaviour of the animals will be monitored and our actions will vary according to this
Underwater Camera:
Safety diver – allowance for a safety diver in the water if deemed necessary to accompany the underwater camera operator. The safety diver will be positioned behind the camera person, keeping out of shot and is there primarily for safety purposes



Approaching marine mammals (vessel and/or land)

	Same approaching techniques as described above. At all times divers will not be put in the path of approaching animals. They will be put in the water to the side of animals and swim across to cause the least disturbance


Distances and filming position relative to each species

	At all times the behaviour of the animals will be monitored. We prefer to allow the animals to approach us, rather than trying to force our way ‘into their world’. The best interactioins happen this way and it causes the least disturbance to the animals


How will you approach and film marine mammals from the shore?
Approach distances for vehicles and people to seals or sea lions 

	


Filming position relative to seals or sea lions, the shore and the sea

	


How film crew will be managed in the vicinity of seals or sea lions

	


Particular behaviour around breeding colonies and nurseries

	


What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance including from noise and people behaviour

	


How will you approach, film and depart from marine mammals using an aircraft?
Please list all species separately

Height above sea level during transit along the coast or across the sea

	N/A


Height above sea level while filming marine mammals

	


Position and behaviour of aircraft relative to marine mammals - horizontal

	


Circling or other aircraft manoeuvres in the vicinity of marine mammals

	


What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance
	


How will you approach, film and depart from marine mammals using a drone?
Please list all species separately

Filming over water
	At all times we will make sure that the animals are not disturbed, or change behaviour


Filming seals or sea lions on land
	


Approach speed

	


Height above sea level during transit along the coast or across the sea

	Minimum 50m until animals are located


Height above sea level while filming marine mammals

	Minimum flying level 20m – the drone we use is a DJI and has very low noise levels that we’ve proven shows very little disturbance when approaching and filming marine mammals


Orientation of approach
	Most drone flying will approach from extra altitude and bring it down within shooting distance, so as to monitor any reaction from the marine mammals. If behaviour alters the drone will be lifted higher/ or cease filming if behaviour doesn’t go back to normal


What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance
	Using a spotter at all times to make sure the behaviour of the animals does not change while the drone is being used


Film Crew
Please fill in for every person that may come into contact with marine mammals throughout the course of the proposed filming.  (Copy and paste details for additional crew)
	Full Name: Steve Hathaway
	Job Title: Operations manager, underwater cameraman

	Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any other Act involving the mistreatment of animals?
	( Yes

√( No 

	If yes please provide details:

	Relevant experience with marine mammals: filming marine mammals for 10 years in NZ, bothunder others permits (Dr Ingrid Visser for 7 years), I have also held marine mammals filming permits over the last 8 years and filmed for many international documentaries, including for Blue Planet 2 (false killer whales over a 3 year period). I have thousands of hours of experience in the water with different animals – very experienced in and on the ocean and many encounters with marine mammals.
I have worked with many marine mammel experts including: Dr Ingrid Visser, Jochen Zaeschmar, Rochelle Constantine and Charles Scott Baker 

	Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: I have a current Skipper Restricted Limits license. I have spent thousands of hours boating in these regions.
At all times Steve will supervise all filming operations and be responsible for any of the operating team.


	


	Full Name: Lily Kozmian-Ledward
	Job Title: Boat driver

	Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any other Act involving the mistreatment of animals?
	( Yes

(√ No 

	If yes please provide details:

	Relevant experience with marine mammals: Professional skipper, thousands of hours of ocean time, skippered Steve’s boat for numerous film shoots with cetaceans, organised marine mammal surveys etc. Completed her Masters (Auckland University) – on 

	Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Very experienced

	Full Name: Andrew Perkins
	Job Title: Boat driver

	Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any other Act involving the mistreatment of animals?
	( Yes

(√ No 

	If yes please provide details:
	

	Relevant experience with marine mammals: Full-time professional skipper, thousands of hours of ocean time, skippered Steve’s boat for filming cetaceans, was on Steve’s original filming permit from 2010-2015 
	

	Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Very experienced
	

	I would also like a blanket permit to allow for un-named drivers on vessels to be under my guidance. The reality of filming with marine mammals is the driver gets me into location while I’m on the vessel giving instructions. Then slowly moves away while I’m in the water, then picks me up once I’m finished filming. All of the boat driving is at 5knots or less and the vast majority of the time the animals have well and truly moved on by the time I have finished filming.

Also to have un-named safety diver if I need it. The safety diver is always under my instruction and behind me during all filming, so not someone deemed necessary to be on the permit


	


C. Filming from vessels
Maximum number of vessels operating at any one time:
	2


Type and number of vessels (Copy and paste details for additional vessels)
Vessel 1 description:

	Location(s) of filming:

	Vessel name: Sharkbait
	Make: Lazercraft

	Model: 
	Size: 7.4m

	Motive power: 250HP Honda 4 stroke outboard motor (Which is extremely quiet)
	Construction and hull design: Aluminium

	Planing hull: (√
	Displacement hull: (

	Maximum speed: 64kph
	Normal cruising speed: 40kph


Vessel 2 description:
	Location(s) of filming: I would like a blanket permit to allow me to film from any vessel we choose to film from, because I spend a lot of time on the ocean with different vessels and want to make the most of opportunities presented to us while on the water. All the same rules would apply, with checking to see if  animals behaviour changes during approach etc.. if it does, we will cease contact  and go to the 3 strkie rule

	Vessel name:
	Vessel name:

	Model:
	Model:

	Motive power:
	Motive power:

	Planing hull: (
	Planing hull: (

	Maximum speed:
	Maximum speed:

	Location of filming from vessel:
	Location of filming from vessel:


Vessel 3 description:
	Location(s) of filming:

	Vessel name:
	Vessel name:

	Model:
	Model:

	Motive power:
	Motive power:

	Planing hull: (
	Planing hull: (

	Maximum speed:
	Maximum speed:

	Location of filming from vessel:
	Location of filming from vessel:


D. Filming from shore
Maximum number of vehicles at any one time within 50 metres of a seal or sea lion on shore:
(not including vehicles parked in an official car park, slipway or public road)
	


Type and number of vehicles (Copy and paste details for additional vehicles)
Vehicle 1 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:


	Registration:
	Make:

	Model:
	Carrying Capacity:


Vehicle 2 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:


	Registration:
	Make:

	Model:
	Carrying Capacity:


Vehicle 3 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:


	Registration:
	Make:

	Model:
	Carrying Capacity:


E. Filming from aircraft 
Maximum number of aircraft operating at any one time:
	


Type and number of aircraft (Copy and paste details for additional aircraft)
Aircraft 1 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:


	Registration:
	Make:

	Model:
	Carrying Capacity:

	Air service certificate number or other aviation document:


Aircraft 2 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:

	Registration:
	Make:

	Model:
	Carrying Capacity:

	Air service certificate number or other aviation document:


Aircraft 3 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:

	Registration:
	Make:

	Model:
	Carrying Capacity:

	Air service certificate number or other aviation document:


Filming with a drone 
Maximum number of drones operating at any one time:
	1


Type and number of drones (Copy and paste details for additional drones)
Drone 1 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:

	Model: Phantom 3 Professional
	Noise level: Very low levels


Drone 1 description: 

	Location(s) of filming:

	Model:
	Noise level:


F. Other
Is there any further information you wish to supply in support of your application?
	I would like to have a blanket filming permit for a minimum 10 year period, that allows me to film for different visiting international film crews and also any opportune filming opportunities that may occur while we’re out on the water. Also I would like a blanket permit to use a boat driver that I deem fit to drive around marine mammals (under my supervision at all times). Also allowing for a non-specified safety diver, as I am not always on the water with the specified team above.
Also I wish permission to film any species with juveniles present in this area, including into the inner Hauraki Gulf


Application Form 8d


Commercial Operations involving Marine Mammals 


Filming only
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