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Karina Evans

From: Michael Jackson 
Sent: Friday, 20 March 2020 2:07 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern  

Department of Conservation: attn. Karina Evans 
Taupō District Council  
Roam Consulting 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department 
of Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number 
RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour. 

My contact name and details are noted below.  

I support this application for the following reasons – 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS: Our family has been in and around Taupo for more than 65 years, with my 
children being 4th generation to enjoy all of what Taupo has to offer. During that time, we have seen Taupo 
develop over the years and grow. I’d like to see Taupo continue to develop economically and in an 
environmentally friendly way to help support the locals and tourists   

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:       As a ratepayer in Taupo, I’d like to see the area proposer.  The Ecotour will 
be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development 
will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. Once we get through the challenges of 
Coronavirus, the facility will increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the area and creating a stronger 
year-round destination, and  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration work 
including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. 
This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area 
to a place filled with native trees and birdsong, and  

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore 
and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō 
community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities around the river.  The partnership with 
Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight to the project.   

SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent with the 
existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise ecological, noise, 
traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I do not wish my detail to be kept confidential 
I do not wish to make an in-person submission at the hearing 
I would not consider presenting a joint hearing if others are making a similar submission 

Ngā mihi / Kind regards 

Michael Jackson 
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PKF Carr & Stanton Limited 

Chartered Accountants and business advisers 
 

www.pkfcs.co.nz 

    

 

119 Queen Street East • PO Box 345 • Hastings 4156 • New Zealand 
Phone: +64 6 876 8124  
michael.jackson@pkfcs.co.nz 

 
 
PKF Carr & Stanton is a member firm of the PKF International Limited and PKF New Zealand Limited families of legally 
independent firms and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions on the part of any other individual 
member firm or firms. 
 
Please note: In compliance with the new anti-money laundering (AML) legislation, we may be required to gather more information 
from our clients to verify their identities and addresses before we perform some accounting services.  For more information on this 
please click here.  
 



Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession 
Application– Submission of Support template 

From: 

Ken & Shona Bleakley 
 

 
 

We support this application because 

Location: The project is in an area that is not going to impact on local residents or 
businesses, it will enhance the environment with its ecological restoration work. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community 
to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be 
positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities 
around the river.  The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 
layer of cultural insight to the project.   

SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 
consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 
also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL (delete as appropriate) 
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING (delete as 
appropriate):  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING 
A SIMILAR SUBMISSION (delete as appropriate) 

Ngā mihi / Kind regards 

Shona & Ken Bleakley 
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 Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

SUBMISSION OF OPPOSITION

FROM 

TE KOTAHITANGA O NGĀTI TŪWHARETOA 

TO 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

REGARDING 

64297-OTH SKY PLAY ADVENTURES LIMITED 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location 
Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

 

Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Te Ngaehe Wanikau 
Te Pōari Mahi 
Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 
 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

 

 

� I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  



 

 

A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Te Ngaehe Wanikau 
 

Organisation  
 

Te Kotahitanga ō Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

Date 20 March 2020 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

�   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

�   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

�   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 
 

E. Hearing Request 

�   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

�   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  



Permissions Application Number – 64297-OTH 

F. Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

1. Activity Site within area of interest: Huka Scenic Reserve 

2. Activity: Establishment and Operation of Wairakei Canopy Tour and supporting infrastructure 

3. Non – Notified Activity: guided walks and filming and lease  

 

 
My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 

This objection relates to three major parts of this application: 

 

1. Huka Scenic Reserve is an area that is, and or adjacent to, and/or upon a Mana a Hapū / Mana Whenua 

area that is acknowledged through the Ngāti Tūwharetoa Settlement ,through the following legislative 

acknowledgements: 

• Cultural Redress 

• Te Kopū a Kānapanapa 

• Te Piringa 

• Mana ā Hapū 

• Rangatiratanga – Kaitiakitanga - Manaakitanga 

 

The applicant has not made a genuine effort to engage with Te Kotahitanga ō Ngāti Tūwharetoa or more 

importantly the effected hapū. The effort to date has been of an obligatory tick the box nature, that 

subsequently ended after one meeting. The hapū opposed the proposal as presented. However, they 

expressed that they were willing to discuss the proposal further to seek a way forward. Despite hapū 

willingness, this did not happen. 

 

Therefore, in the context of the imperatives implicit within Ngā Pou e Toru of the Ngāti Tūwharetoa 
Settlement, Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa object to the use of the Huka Scenic Site for any 
and all activity proposed by Sky Play Adventures Limited in this application.  

 

2. Huka Scenic Reserve is an area that is, and/or adjacent to, and or upon a Mana a Hapū / Mana Whenua 

area that is acknowledged through the Ngāti Tūwharetoa Settlement through the following legislative 

acknowledgements: 

• Cultural Redress 

• Te Kopu o Kanapanapa 

• Te Piringa 

• Mana a Hapū 

• Rangatiratanga – Kaitiakitanga – Manaakitanga 

 

“….there will be three platforms / towers built on the reserve and five runs of wires will go approximately 
11m – 13m above the reserve. The applicant has applied for exclusive use of the platform / towers…” 
 

That the applicant as provided the above statement as part of their proposal is a source of great anguish 

to the effected hapū. In absence of hapū support this statement alone provides the hearing with clear 

evidence of this applicant’s callous disregard for the deep spiritual, cultural, emotional and physical 

connection hapū have to their Whenua Tupu and Wai Ora.  

 



Therefore, in the context of the imperatives implicit within Ngā Pou e Toru of the Ngāti Tuwharetoa 
Settlement, Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa object to the Establishment and operation of the 
Wairakei Canopy Tour as proposed by Sky Play Adventures Limited in their application.  
 

3. It can be assumed that the proposed guiding and associate activities will be within, and/or adjacent to, 

and/or upon the Huka Scenic Reserve, which is a Mana a Hapū / Mana Whenua area that is acknowledged 

through the Ngāti Tūwharetoa Settlement through the following legislative acknowledgements: 

• Cultural Redress 

• Te Kopu o Kanapanapa 

• Te Piringa 

• Mana a Hapū 

• Rangatiratanga – Kaitiakitanga – Manaakitanga 

 

In absence of hapū support the applicant again displays a callous disregard for the deep spiritual, cultural, 

emotional and physical connect the effected hapu have to, and share with their surrounding environs.  

 

This connection is a manifestation of prolonged occupation and an intimate relationship with every element 

of their physical and spiritual environment that has spanned every generation since our arrival and 

settlement of this area.  

 

This is a land whereby hapū mourned and interned their loved ones, and where we celebrated the living 

and gave back the whenua to the whenua.  Each layer of our occupation was embroidered with the narrative 

of our people. Our stories, our histories, our song, our speech, our special places, our sacred places…each 

of these a sacred thread that bound the fabric of who and what we are together. The well-being of every 

aspect of the landscape in which we occupied and belonged to was inseparable and intrinsic to our well-

being. It was a relationship of true reciprocity and respect without which we would cease to have context 

as a people.  

 

The area described in this application as Huka Scenic Reserve is one such place. This site, the surrounding 

lands and waterways resonate with the stories of our tupuna, our hapū, our whanau. The site, the 

surrounding lands and waterways are our repositories of our collective memories and of our collective 

knowledge.   

 

For Sky Play Adventures to include in a proposal that they be given a free pass – non notified activity - to 

film, guide and provide any other associate activities in connection to this site and its surrounds, again, 

displays their willingness to trivialise the relationship hapū have with this site, and a callous disregard for  

the tikanga embedded in Mana a Hapū – Mana Whenua.  

 

Therefore, in the context of the imperatives implicit within Ngā Pou e Toru of the Ngāti Tūwharetoa 
Settlement, Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa object to the Non Notified Activity, Guided Walks 
etc as proposed by Sky Play Adventures Limited in their application.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 
E rapu ana koe kia noho ki toku whare, engari ki te kaore ahau! 

He aha te momo tangata e pai ai koe? 

Ko te mea nui ake ano 

He aha te momo tangata e pai ai ahau?  

Ko te mea ngawari, hei korero mau kia noho tahitaki taua 

 
You seek to live in my house, but, without me in it 
What type of person would that make you? 
More more importantly.  
What type of person would that make me?  
When the easiest thing, would have just been to ask to share the house. 
 
The following is the only amendment:  
 
This is not a commitment for a favourable resolution for the applicant, however, this is a clear message to not only 
the applicant, but to all other applicants that wish to submit a proposal that may impact on hapū: 
 
Me kōrero ki ngā hapū kei roto te tika me te pono – Consult with hapū in any genuine and sincere manner 

 
Hapū are genuinely supportive of any activity which benefits their people. Hapū are not a tick box, they are an 
integral part of the landscape. Hapū aspirations are not individualistic ;they are driven by the whanau collective, 
therefore, embrace them as participants in a venture and trust in the significant value that comes from hapū support 
and participation.  
 
 
 
 
 

G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

The Organisation PDF Description of Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti 
Tuwharetoa (PSGE) 

The Delegations PDF Description of Te Kotahitanga hapū 
delegates (trustees and alternates) 

The Deed PDF Summary of the Deed of Trust for Te 
Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tuwharetoa 

The Settlement PDF 
Summary of the Deed of Settlement 
(including link to full Settlement 
document) 

 

 



How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans.  You may 
also mail your objection and submission to: Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, 
Christchurch Permissions Team, Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

THE ORGANISATION 
 
Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa Trust is a forum for all Ngāti Tūwharetoa hapū to come together as 
equals, to discuss our common goals, and to support each other to reach final settlement. Te Kotahitanga is 
the mandated post-settlement representative of Ngāti Tūwharetoa. 
 
Te Kotahitanga includes 26 Ngāti Tuwharetoa hapū. Each hapū appoints a trustee and an alternate to 
represent their hapū concerns. 
 
In establishing Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Ngāti Tūwharetoa seek to restore the relationships 
between whanau, hapū and iwi and recognize the importance of hapū- based decision-making. We recognise 
that there are capacity issues amongst our whānau, hapū and marae. The best way to address those capacity 
issues is to start the mahi. 
 
Ngāti Tūwharetoa wish to establish Te Kotahitanga o Ngati Tūwharetoa as a trust that will act as our iwi 
authority and post-settlement governance entity (to be transparent, accountable and representative of all 
our members) and to receive and administer the redress from the settlement of our historic Treaty of 
Waitangi claims. 
 
The Trustees acknowledge that they hold the Trust’s Assets upon the trusts and with the powers set out in 
the Deed. The Trustees further acknowledge that the trust hereby created shall be known as "Te Kotahitanga 
o Ngāti Tūwharetoa". 
 
Te Poari Mahi are the advisory operational team who are managing and implementing the Settlement and 
the Strategic Planning Outcomes.  You can contact them on 0800 KOTAHI (568 244) or directly 
on patai@tknt.maori.nz.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

THE DELEGATIONS 
HAPŪ TRUSTEE ALTERNATE 

Ngāti Haa Merehira Savage Gina Rangi 

Ngāti Hikairo ki Tongariro John Hoani Taoho (Bubs) Tyronne Smith 

Ngāti Hine Heemi Biddle Ngahuia Eru 

Ngāti Hinemihi Dominic Otimi Rowyne Yeatman 

Ngāti Hinerau No duly elected representative    

Ngāti Hineure No duly elected representative   

Ngāti Kurauia David Livingstone Danica Searancke-Tipene 

Ngāti Manunui Tania Te Akau  

Ngāti Moekino Wiari Rauhina Kemp Paerata 

Ngāti Parekaawa Kia Paranihi Ngakuru Edwards 

Ngāti Rauhoto Waihaki Rameka  

Ngāti Rongomai Jeanette Trego   

Ngāti Ruingarangi Michael Lyttle Aroha Henry 

Ngāti Tarakaiahi Barbara Moana Miriama Matene 

Ngāti Te Kohera Craig Ahipene Timutetai Rorason 

Ngāti Te Maunga Te Wikitoria Blandina Diamond Mereana Hepi 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

Ngāti Te Rangiita Te Rangi Maniapoto Ramon Maniapoto 

Ngāti Te Urunga Whakaeke Ritete Moyra Bramley 

Ngāti Turangitukua Guy Ngaiterangi Smallman Hinemoana Simeon (interim) 

Ngāti Turumakina Peter Mariu  

Ngāti Tutemohuta Ngatoru Wall Takiora Wall 

Ngāti Tutetawha Matiu Northcroft Mere Wall 

Ngāti Waewae Louis Chase Paula McKenzie 

Ngāti Wairangi Maria Harrison Matthew Andrews 

Ngāti Wheoro Hariata Hazel Cairns Valma Adams 

Te Kapa o Te Rangiita Gayle Leaf Celeste Miller 

Te Waiū o Tuwharetoa Tomairangi Fox Colleen  Skerrett-White 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

THE DEED 
 
Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa is the mandated post-settlement representative of Ngāti 
Tūwharetoa. 
 
Te Kotahitanga was endorsed by the people of Ngāti Tūwharetoa in 2016 and 2017. It was formally 
established on 11 April 2017 by the Tūwharetoa Hapū Forum (THF had been responsible for 
negotiating our Treaty settlement). 
 
Identity 
Our vision is that Tūwharetoa people are secure in our cultural identity. We speak our reo, we live 
our tikanga and kawa, and our marae are warm. 
 
Unity 
Ngāti Tūwharetoa are united within the protection of the Arikitanga. Our whakapapa brings us 
together. Through our unity we are strong, and we are able to protect our people and our taonga. 
 
Strong hapū, strong whanau 
Our hapū and whānau are strong and healthy. This is the foundation of our tribal strength and unity. 
It enables Tūwharetoa people to come together to support each other. 
  

E kore te ringa tangata e tineia te ahi o tōku tupuna i runga i te whenua. 
The hand of man will never extinguish my ancestors’ flame from these lands. 

Mananui te Heuheu 
  
The purpose for which the Trust is established is to receive, manage, hold and administer the Trust’s 
Assets on behalf of and for the benefit of the present and future Members of Ngāti Tūwharetoa in 
accordance with this Deed. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 

NGĀTI TŪWHARETOA DEED OF SETTLEMENT 
 
This deed; 
 

• sets out an account of the acts and omissions of the Crown before 21 September 1992 that 
affected Ngāti Tūwharetoa and breached Te Tiriti o Waitangi/the Treaty of Waitangi and its 
principles; and 
 

• provides an acknowledgement by the Crown of the Treaty breaches and an apology; and 
 

• settles the historical claims of Ngāti Tūwharetoa; and 
 

• specifies the cultural redress, and the financial and commercial redress, to be provided in 
settlement to the governance entity that has been approved by Ngāti Tūwharetoa to receive 
the redress; and 

 
• includes definitions of - 
• the historical claims; and Ngāti Tūwharetoa; and 

o provides for other relevant matters; and 
o is conditional upon settlement legislation coming into force. 

 
 

A full copy of the Deed of Settlement can be downloaded via the Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa 
website: www.tekotahitangaotuwharetoa.co.nz 
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Karina Evans

From: Toby Clark 
Sent: Tuesday, 24 March 2020 2:26 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch
Cc: info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent Appliction RM190270 and 

concession application 64297-OTH

attention: Karina Evans and 
To whom it may Concern: 

Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession Application 

Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 
Concession application 64297‐OTH 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to 
the Department of Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District 
Council (application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

Toby (Anthony) Clark 
 

CONTACT PHONE:   
CONTACT ADDRESS:   

I SUPPORT 

The Ecotour will be a great added attraction for Taupō and will be popular with visitors and 
locals alike. This provides a great opportunity to create jobs and provide training 
/employment for locals. Giving our younger generations the opportunity to work or return to 
work in our community helps build a healthy family community of all ages.  

As a tourism destination we need a wider range of activities offered, this in turn provides a 
broader demi‐graphic of tourists and helps fill our shoulder seasons as a stronger year‐round 
destination. This project and the proposed significant ecological restoration of the Waikato 
River Corridor will only be positive for the Taupō region. 

The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight 
to the project.   
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SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent 
with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise 
ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL ( 
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING 
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A 
SIMILAR SUBMISSION  

Ngā mihi / Kind regards 

Toby Clark 

Sent from my iPhone 



Sam Clemerson, 
PR specialist at Legend, on behalf of Wairakei Tourist Park 

  
 

 

SUBMISSION IN SUPPORT OF WAIRAKEI CANOPY TOUR RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION 
RM190270 AND CONCESSION APPLICATION 64297-OTH 

To whom it may concern, 

Wairakei Tourist Park (WTP) currently has 14 commercial operators and two not for profit 
organisations. The objectives of WTP are to increase the number of visitors, time spent, and 
the overall dollar spend in the area. This is achieved through collaborative marketing 
initiatives and events.  

The 14 commercial businesses employ approximately 255 FTEs. 
The approximately wage bill for these operators combined is $7.7m per annum. 
The turnover for the operators within the park is approximately $46m per annum. 

This collaborative group contributes a significant amount to the Taupō district and 
economy. As a collective voice, WTP would like to express its support of Sky Play 
Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of Conservation (application 
number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) for consent 
to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour.  

WTP supports this application because a venture such as the Wairakei Canopy Tour will 
attract more visitors to the region, and we believe many of those visitors will go on to visit 
businesses in the neighbouring WTP area — increasing time spent in the Park and visitor 
spend. 

WTP supports this venture as it will not only will provide jobs when completed (estimated 
between 25-30) but valuable investment into the local economy through the use of local 
businesses in the development phase, and throughout its ongoing operation. 

Wairakei Canopy Tour will attract high value tourists to the area, again contributing to the 
growth of the local economy. The alignment with Tourism New Zealand’s objectives (to 
have activities that attract high net worth visitors) continues to promote the Taupō district 
on the international stage.  

The WTP group is passionate about sustainability and restoring the Waikato River Corridor. 
It is our understanding that the project proposal includes significant ecological restoration 
work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping 
lines for pest control. This builds on the great conservation initiatives that are already 
happening along the Wairakei Corridor – undertaken and supported by a number of local 
community groups and WTP businesses. Not only will this increase the conservation values 
of the area, it will also improve the recreation experience of both visitors and locals. 
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WTP believes the partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an 
important layer of cultural insight to the project. It is important these stories 
are told to give visitors to the Wairakei area a better understanding of the 
important cultural values associated with this special place. This is important 
in promoting our local and national culture to the world, and aligns with 
Tourism New Zealand’s objectives. 
 
In summary, Wairakei Tourist Park supports this project and wishes for the proposed 
development to proceed. 
 
I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL  
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING 
A SIMILAR SUBMISSION 
 
 
Operators which support this submission:  
 
Craters of the Moon  
FOUR B  
Helicopter Tours  
Huka Falls Jet  
Huka Falls River Cruise  
Huka Honey Hive  
Huka Prawn Park  
Rock N Ropes  
Wairakei Golf & Sanctuary  
Wairakei Natural Thermal Valley  
Wairakei Resort  
Wairakei Terraces & Health Spa  
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Karina Evans

From: sally Campin 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2020 10:56 a.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; info@taupo.govt.nz
Cc: rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) for 
consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME              Sally Campin 
CONTACT EMAIL:                  
CONTACT PHONE:             
CONTACT ADDRESS:       

I support this application because I believe it ticks a lot of boxes for what Taupo 
needs.  Economic benefits is a key factor – our tourism in Taupo is so important to our economy, 
and currently we lose a lot of our tourists to the attractions that other towns such as Rotorua can 
offer them.     Lets keep tourists in Taupo, spending their money here, enjoying what Taupo has 
to offer, creating jobs and supporting our local businesses.  This project seems to have been very 
carefully planned to provide a well needed attraction, respect our people, our land, our lake and 
river, and also has key environmental improvements planned with the planting that will take place 
in the area.   

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL  
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A 
SIMILAR SUBMISSION  

Sally Campin 
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Karina Evans

From: Hamish Funnell 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2020 11:05 a.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern, 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) for 
consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour. 

I support this application because the Huka Falls Ecotour will be a valuable addition to the area as far as drawing in 
more tourists to support the growth of tourism in Taupo. Taupo Tandem Skydiving spends thousands every year 
promoting Taupo as a destination in China,  India and Australia and prior to the COVID crisis we were intending to 
branch our efforts into America. The most important thing we have learned over the past 5 years of these overseas 
trips is that you cant sell an individual business to an overseas agent. We need to be ale to sell the destination and with 
the addition of activities such as the Eco tour, it is another feather on Taupo's hat that helps agents to recommend us 
to their clients. The importance of a variety of good quality activities cannot be understated and this activity 
in particular fits well with NZ’s clean green image and would be a huge benefit to Taupo.  

On a more personal level the commitment to clearing weeds and restoring a native environment is something 
I wholeheartedly support and believe that if we want to cement NZ’s clean/green image, then this is a step in the right 
direction.  

Regards 

Hamish Funnell 
CEO  
Taupo Tandem Skydiving. 
Skydive Bay of Islands. 

www.taupotandemskydiving.com
www.skydivebayofislands.com
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Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession 
Application– Submission of Support template 

EMAIL TO: 
Department of Conservation: permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans 
Taupō District Council: info@taupo.govt.nz 
Roam Consulting: rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz  

DEADLINE: 
March 27th 2020 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
SUBJECT LINE:  
Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 
and Concession application 64297-OTH 

EMAIL CONTENT: 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the 
Department of Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council 
(application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME Ben Clark 
CONTACT EMAIL:  
CONTACT PHONE:  
CONTACT ADDRESS:  

I SUPPORT THIS BASED ON ALL STATEMENTS IN BENEFITS BELOW E 

SUGGESTED TEXT (Choose the paragraphs that are relevant for you. Feel free to personalise 
this section – it will give your submission more weight in the consenting process): The 
proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. 
This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping 
restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 
The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō community and the activity 
will enhance recreation opportunities around the river. 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:  The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be 
popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide 
employment training to locals. It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the 
area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger year-round 
destination.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration 
work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping 
lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato 
River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community 
to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be 
positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities 
around the river.  The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 
layer of cultural insight to the project.   

SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 
consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 
also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL (delete as appropriate) 
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING  
I WOULD  CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A 
SIMILAR SUBMISSION  

Ngā mihi / Kind regards 

Ben Clark 
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Karina Evans

From: Suzy Murphy 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2020 12:49 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) 
for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

I support this application because of the major benefits it will have for Taupo, especially the following: 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be popular with 
visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. 
It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of 
visitors and creating a stronger year‐round destination.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration work including 
7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This will 
have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to a 
place filled with native trees and birdsong. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore and 
protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō 
community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities around the river.  The partnership with 
Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight to the project.   

SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent with the 
existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise ecological, noise, 
traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I DO WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING   
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A SIMILAR 
SUBMISSION  

Kind regards, 
Suzy Murphy 
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Destination Great Lake Taupō T 

E 

+64 7 376 0400

visit@lovetaupo.com 

Level 1, 32 Roberts Street 

Taupō 3330 

PO Box 149, Taupō 3351 

New Zealand 

lovetaupo.com 

26 March 2020 

Director General 

Department of Conservation 

Private Bag 4715 

Christchurch Mail Centre 

Christchurch 8140 

Attention: Karina Evans, Permissions Advisor, 64297-OTH 

Submission in support of SKY PLAY ADVENTURES LIMITED Concession Application 

64297-OTH 

Dear Karina, 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures Limited Huka Falls Ecotour 

application to the Department of Conservation (application number 64297 -OTH) for a 

concession consent to develop part of the Wairakei Canopy Tour on and over Huka 

Falls Reserve, Taupō. 

Destination Great Lake Taupo (DGLT) is the tourism marketing and promotion agency 

for the Taupo District. We also have a function to support, promote and assist in 

activities and projects which will increase the opportunities for employment in the 

tourism and visitor industries in the district. 

We have reviewed the proposed development material and believe the experience has 

the potential to significantly add to the mix of tourism activities and attractions in our 

region. We believe the experience will compliment other adjoining attractions and 

provide a new ‘soft adventure’ activity that will appeal to a wide range of visitors. 

Importantly, the attraction has the potential to showcase our unique natural 

environment along with the ecological and historical story of the awa (river), while 

leaving a soft touch on the landscape. The project proposal includes significant 

restoration work including planting, trapping and weed removal which will enhance 

the experience for visitors to the area, and significantly support and improve the 

existing Waikato River Corridor community work that is already being undertaken. 
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Most importantly, with the ability to operate year-round, the venture will create 

tourism-based employment and training opportunities for locals, helping to create a 

more resilient destination with a stronger skill base. 

 

The nearby Huka Falls is one of New Zealand’s most visited natural attractions and an 

iconic tourism experience in Taupo, with an estimated visitation of 1,000,000 visitors 

per year.  

 

In a post-COVID-19 environment, our ability to offer exceptional and diverse tourism 

experiences will be vital to the region’s recovery if we are to continue to attract our 

share of domestic and international visitors. Visitors to the Taupo Region spent $6 84 

Million* Year Ending June 2019, an increase of 8% on the same period last year. (* 

MBIE Monthly Regional Tourism Estimates YE June 2019) 

 

In summary Destination Great Lake Taupo is pleased to support the proposed resource 

consent application for consent to establish a zipline. It will add to the diversity of 

tourism offerings in the Taupō district, complement the surrounding activities, create 

employment opportunities for locals and facilitate locals to tell their stories of this 

special place to those who visit our destination. 

 

We look forward to working collaboratively with Sky Play Adventures Limited.  

 

I do not wish to keep my details confidential               

I do not wish to make an in-person submission at a hearing  

I would not consider presenting a joint case at a hearing if others are making a similar 

submission  

I am not a trade competitor. 

 

 

 

 
Ngā mihi, 

 

 
 

 

Jane Wilson 

General Manager, Destination Great Lake Taupo 



Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession 

Application– Submission of Support template

EMAIL TO: 

Department of Conservation: permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans 

Taupō District Council: info@taupo.govt.nz 

Roam Consulting: rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz  

DEADLINE: 

March 27th 2020

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

SUBJECT LINE:  

Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 

and Concession application 64297-OTH 

EMAIL CONTENT: 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the 

Department of Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council 

(application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME (including business / organisation and job title if relevant): 

CONTACT EMAIL:  

CONTACT PHONE:  

CONTACT ADDRESS:  

I SUPPORT 
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SUGGESTED TEXT (Choose the paragraphs that are relevant for you. Feel free to personalise 

this section – it will give your submission more weight in the consenting process): 

 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:  The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be 

popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide 

employment training to locals. It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the 

area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger year-round 

destination.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological 

restoration work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of 

trapping lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the 

Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and 

birdsong. 

 

 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community 

to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be 

positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities 

around the river.  The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 

layer of cultural insight to the project.   

 

SUMMARY 

I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 

consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 

also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

 

 

DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL (delete as appropriate)  

I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING (delete as 

appropriate):  

I WOULD CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A 

SIMILAR SUBMISSION (delete as appropriate) 

 

 

 



Ngā mihi / Kind regards 

 

[insert signature] 
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Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession 
Application 

EMAIL TO: 
Department of Conservation: permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans 
Taupō District Council: info@taupo.govt.nz 
Roam Consulting: rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz 

DEADLINE: 
March 27th 2020 

Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 
and Concession application 64297-OTH 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the 
Department of Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council 
(application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour 

NAME : Shawn Sangster 
CONTACT EMAIL:  
CONTACT PHONE:  
CONTACT ADDRESS:  

I AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:  The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and the wider 
area and will be popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs 
and provide employment training to locals. It will also increase the breadth of tourism 
offerings in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger 
year-round destination. 

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration 
work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping 
lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato 
River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community 
to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be 
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positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities 
around the river.  The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 
layer of cultural insight to the project.   
 
SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 
consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 
also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects. 
 
 
I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL   
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING 
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING 
A SIMILAR SUBMISSION 
 
 
 
Ngā mihi / Kind regards 
 
Shawn Sangster 
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Karina Evans

From: Karen Corbett 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2020 6:11 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch
Subject: Fwd: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 

and Concession application 64297-OTH

Atten: Karina Evans 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Karen Corbett   
Date: 26 March 2020 at 6:01:24 PM NZDT 
To: Karen Corbett   
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application 
RM190270 and Concession application 64297‐OTH 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the 
Department of Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council 
(application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

Karen Corbett – Accountant 
 

 
 

I support this application because of the following: 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be 
popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide 
employment training to locals. It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the 
area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger year‐round 
destination.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration 
work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping 
lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato 
River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 

SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 
consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 
also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I DO WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL
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I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING 
A SIMILAR SUBMISSION  
  
Kind regards 
  
  
Karen Corbett 
  

 
  

<image809057 
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Karina Evans

From: Jock Stuart 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2020 6:16 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch
Cc: info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) for 
consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME:  Jock Stuart, director of Jock Stuart limited, Chartered Accountants, of Taupo 
CONTACT EMAIL:  
CONTACT PHONE:  
CONTACT ADDRESS:  

I STRONGLEY SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: 
Taupo in a hub for tourists, and needs quality and professional attractions, which is what this proposal offers. 
The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō which will be popular with visitors and locals alike.  
The proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals.  
It will also increase the range of top-end tourism attractions in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors 
and creating a stronger year-round destination.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS:  
The proposal is exceptionally environmentally friendly, offering ecological restoration, native planting, and pest 
control, which will have a significant positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore 
and maintain the area to a place of native trees and birdsong. 
The proposal will provide the public with regulated access to one of Taupo’s most beautiful and picturesque settings. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT:  
The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore and protect the Waikato River 
Corridor.  
The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō community, and the activity will enhance recreation 
opportunities around the river.   
The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight, and longevity to the 
project.   

SUMMARY 
I believe this to be an excellent proposal, which offers a high quality and professional attraction to the public; it 
enhances the community, it is environmentally sensitive and friendly, and is consistent with the existing top-end 
tourism and recreation activities in the area.   

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL 
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING 

Kind regards 
Jock Stuart  CA 
Director 
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JSL 
Members of the Institute  
of Chartered Accountants 
  
Jock Stuart Limited  Chartered Accountants Taupo New Zealand 

P:     07 378 4252    
 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any 
review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended 
recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. 

 



Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession 

Application– Submission of Support template 

EMAIL TO: 

Department of Conservation: permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans 

Taupō District Council: info@taupo.govt.nz 

Roam Consulting: rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz  

DEADLINE: 

March 27th 2020 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

SUBJECT LINE: 

Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 

and Concession application 64297-OTH 

EMAIL CONTENT: 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the 

Department of Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council 

(application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME Don Truss  

CONTACT EMAIL:  

CONTACT PHONE:  

CONTACT ADDRESS:  

I SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE (delete as appropriate) 

SUGGESTED TEXT (Choose the paragraphs that are relevant for you. Feel free to personalise 

this section – it will give your submission more weight in the consenting process): 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:  The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be 

popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide 

employment training to locals. It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the 

area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger year-round 

destination. This type of activity complements such attractions as Taupo Bungy while not 

putting the strain on one’s body as the former and can be enjoyed by a wider range of 

people both physically and age wise.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration 

work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping 

lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato 

River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 
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COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community 

to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be 

positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities 

around the river.  The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 

layer of cultural insight to the project.   

 

SUMMARY 

I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 

consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 

also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

 

 

I DO WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL  

I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING   

I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING 

A SIMILAR SUBMISSION 

 

 

 

Ngā mihi / Kind regards 

 

DON W. TRUSS 

 

 
DON W. TRUSS:  

REGISTERED VALUER: SPINZ, ANZIV 

 

[insert signature] 
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Karina Evans

From:
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2020 6:57 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Cc: info@taupo.govt.nz; 'Simon bothamley'
Subject: Submission: Wairakei Canopy Tours, Taupo
Attachments: Waikato River Ecotour Submission both1.pdf

 
Hi All, please find attached my submission in support of the proposed “ Wairakei Canopy Tours” proposal for Taupo. 
 
Taupo is well overdue for something new and innovative to offer to the general public and enormous number of 
local and international visitors we host every year. 
 
This activity caters to the intermediate person of average ability and does not come into the category of Super 
active and nor does it fall into the passive recreation category as so many do today. 
 
We have one of the most spectacular regions in the world and this is an opportunity to show case it on a new and 
exciting level.  
 
Huka Falls is New Zealand’s most visited tourist destination and will be so perfectly complemented by this proposed 
development.  
 
The preparation, thought, research and design which has been incorporated into this project has been done so at a 
very professional level and its merits should not be overlooked. 
 

I was involved in the Taupo Bungy project so many years ago, and I can sympathise in the inherent mis 
understandings which accompany such a bold development. Hopefully those who are charged with making the 
ultimate decisions in this instance are up with the play and can see the benefits of such a project which enhances 
what has become an un accessible part of beauty and Taupo’s History.  

I have already made my submission into a PDF. However, if possible can you please include my 
comments above as an addendum to the same. 

 

Cheers 

 

Don 
Donald W Truss 
SPINZ, ANZIV 
Registered Valuer 

Don Truss Valuations Ltd 
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Karina Evans

From: Susana Buckton 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2020 8:29 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession Application– 
Submission of Support 

Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent 
application RM190270 and Concession application 64297‐OTH 

EMAIL CONTENT: 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ HukaFalls Ecotour 
application to the Department of Conservation (application number 64297‐
OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) for consent to 
develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

Glen and Susana Buckton  
Buckton Auto Electrical 

 

  
 

I SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE it will bring more jobs to the Taupo 
district and it will add to our districts Tourism industry 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and 
will be popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development will create 
jobs and provide employment training to locals. It will also increase the breadth 
of tourism offerings in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors 
and creating a stronger year‐round destination.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological 
restoration work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, 
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and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This will have a net positive 
environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to 
a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 
  
  
COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō 
community to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs 
created will also be positive for the Taupō community and the activity will 
enhance recreation opportunities around the river. The partnership 
with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight to 
the project.   
  
SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment 
and consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within 
the area.  Project plans also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and 
visual effects.  
  
  
I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL 
I Glen Buckton WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS 
ARE MAKING A SIMILAR SUBMISSION  
  
  
  
Ngā mihi / Kind regards 
  
Glen and Susana Buckton  
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